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We  have,  at  length,  completed  the  third  volume  of  the  New  England  Botanic 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  This  work  w$s  immediately  preceded  by  a  volume, 
of  like  form  and  character,  under  the  name  of  "  The'New  England  Medical 
Eclectic  and  Guide  to  Health."  Four  years,  therefore,  have  really  elapsed, 
since  we  commenced  our  editorial  labors. 

During  this  period,  numerous  and  important  changes  have  taken  place,  in  the 
medical  profession  and  in  the  views  generally  entertained,  by  the  community,  in  re- 
gard to  the  comparative  importance  of  different  modes  of  medical  practice. 

Among  these  changes,  we,  on  the  one  hand,  have  seen  that  ultra  Thomsonism 
which  teaches  that  professional  education  is  unnecessary,  and  that,  in  fact,  every 
man  may  as  well  be  his  own  physician,  rapidly  fading  away.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  confidence  reposed  in  Allopathy,  by  an  enlightened  public,  and  even  by  Allo- 
pathic practitioners  themselves,  has  suffered,  if  possible,  a  more  marked  deteriora- 
tion. Some  of  the  most  eminent  of  this  class  of  practitioners  now  deny  the  efficacy 
of  any  mode  of  medical  practice,  and  declare  all  to  be  alike  an  imposition  on  the 
community.  Such  sweeping  expressions  are  proof  of  two  things  : — first,  that  Al- 
lopathists  have  no  confidence  in  the  curative  power  of  the  agents  which  they 
habitually  employ  ;  and,  secondly,  that  they  have  not  candor  enough  to  induce  them 
to  test  the  superiority  of  another  mode  of  practice.  The  truth  is,  they  have  become 
so  wedded  to  their  prejudiced  notions,  and  their  habits,  in  consequence,  have  be- 
come so  stereotyped,  that  improvement  with  them  is  almost  excluded  from  the 
range  of  possibility. 

Now,  though  facts  show,  that  those  who  renounce  one  error  are  generally  ready 
to  embrace  another;  yet,  when  refuge  after  refuge  has  failed  them,  they  are  some- 
times, at  least,  compelled  to  flee  to  the  strong-hold  of  truth.  Under  these  circum- 
stances we  receive  the  evidence,  that  "  truth  is  great  and  will  prevail." 

As  new  li.crht,  from  yea.r  to  year,  has  been  cast  on  medical  science,  we  have  seen 
the  Physo-medical  or  true  Eclectic  theory  becoming  more  extensively  prevalent; 
and,  impressed  as  we  are,  with  the  conviction,  that  it  is  founded  essentially  in  the 
principles  of  eternal  truth,  and  that  it  is  the  only  system  for  which  this  merit  can  be 
claimed,  we  cheerfully  persevere  in  our  "  work  of  faith  and  labor  of  love."  Our 
confidence  in  the  wise  arrangements  of  a  superintending  Providence  is  unwaver- 
ing ;   and  we,  therefore,  believe  we  shall  not  labor  in  vain.  Editor. 
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NEW  YEAR'S  GREETING. 

We  again  greet  our  friends  with  the  usual  wish  of  "  a  happy  new  year  ;" 
and,  while  we  thus  assert  the  benevolence  of  our  intentions,  we  hope  to 
receive,  at  an  early  date,  from  many  of  our  readers,  some  special  evidences 
of  their  individual  interest  in  our  enterprise.  We  presume  it  will  not  re- 
quire a  large  share  of  logical  talent  to  convince  most  persons,  that  a  dol- 
lar forthwith  received  from  each  of  our  subscribers  will  constitute  a  new 
year's  offering  acceptable  to  an  editor  who  has  regularly  to  pay  his  print- 
er fifty  dollars  per  month  for  that  portion  of  the  labor  of  publication 
which  devolves  on  him.  It  will  be  borne  in  mind,  that  we  have  no  means 
of  visiting  California,  at  this  time,  and,  therefore,  we  must  depend  on 
our  patrons  for  gold  or  some  other  circulating  medium  to  supply  our  ne- 
cessities. 

Hitherto,  we  have  been  accustomed  to  send  individual  recipts  to  those, 
the  price  of  whose  subscriptions  we  receive.  We  have  now  arranged 
with  our  printer  to  publish,  on  the  cover  of  the  Journal,  all  receipts  for 
the  present  volume.  We  had  intended  to  send  this  volume  to  no  one  who 
should  not  pay  in  advance;  but,  as,  in  these  hard  times,  many  will  be 
glad  to  lake  the  paper,  if  they  can  have  a  little  indulgence,  we  have  con- 
cluded to  grant  that  indulgence; — the  delinquents,  of  course,  bearing  in 
mind,  that  a  delay  of  three  months  will  increase  the  price  to  $1,25; — 
and  of  six  months,  to  $1,50. 

Will  our  friends  assist  us,  not   only  by  the  payment  of  their  own  sub- 


V 

10  OBSTRUCTIONS    IN    THE    BOWELS. 

Bcriptions  in  advance,  but, ^procuring  us  additional  subscribers?     We- 
look  for — we  expect  their  lieT^^incl^iaorous  cooperation.     [Ed.  Jour.], 


OBSTRUCTIONS  IN  THE  BOWELS. 

Prof.  Newton  : — Dear  Sir, — I  have  frequently  met  with  severe  cases 
of  constipation  of  the  bowels,  in  my  practice,  which  have  required  the 
most  energetic  treatment.  And,  by  your  permission,  I  subjoin  the  re- 
port  of  one  or  two  such  cases,  which,  some  time  since,  came  under  my 
care;  not  so  much,,  however,  for  the  purpose  of  instructingguour  readers, 
as  for  requesting  them  to  point  out,  if  possible,  a  more  satisfactory 
and  judicious  plan  of  medication. 

Sept.  15th,.  1S47.  I  was  requested  to  visit  H.  D.,  a  stout  young  manr 
aged  twenty-one,,  of  rather  a  nervous  bilious  temperament.  Pie  had  been 
under  regular  treatment  for  I  fortnight  previous,  for  inflammatory  rheu- 
matism, in  an  adjoining  town,  and  had  so  far  recovered  as  to  be  able  to 
come  here  on  a  visit  to  some  friends,  on  the  15th.  The  day  was  rather 
cold;  and  he  had  rode  six  or  eight  miles  insufficiently  clad ;  and,  on  ar- 
riving, had  eaten  a  hearty  dinner, — about  an  hour  after  which  he  began 
to  complain  of  severe  pain  in  the  epigastric  region,  which  continued  to 
increase  till  I  was  called.  When  I  arrived,  I  found  the  patient  as  I  have 
described  him,  from  whom  I  elicited  the  facts  above  stated.  His  tongue 
was  clean  and  moist,  his  pulse  perfectly  regular,  and  not  exceeding  sixty 
beats  per  minute  mr  and  no  increase  of  the  pain  on  pressure's  being  ap- 
plied; his  countenance  indicative  of  extreme  suffering ;  and  occasional 
low  muttering  delirium. 

From  these  symptoms,,  which  I  have  briefly  narrated,  I  inferred,  that, 
to  the  quality  or  quantity  of  injesta,  or  both,  was  to  be  attributed  the  of- 
fending cause  ;  and,  hence,  I  at  once  administered  an  emetic  of  lobelia 
inflata  with  the  usual,  accompaniments,  which  thoroughly  evacuated  the 
stomach,  and  afforded  almost  immediate  relief.  This,  however,  was  of 
short  duration  ;  for  I  was  again  summoned,  in  the  course  of  the  night, 
and  found  the  patient  laboring  under  all  the  symptoms  previously  de- 
scribed,— the  seat  of  the  pain  being  referred  to  a  point  about  the  breadth 
of  the  hand  lower  than  at  the  first  attack.  I  prepared,  and  administered, 
as  speedily  as  possible,  an  injection  made  stimulating  with  hot  drops  ; 
one  or  two  repetitions  of  which  again  completely  relieved  the  patient. 
Feeling  confident  that  injections  would  relieve  him  more  speedily  than 
almost  any  other  agent,  I  gave  directions  to  have  them  administered  as 
often  as  the  pain  came  on.  Mild  physic,  as  oil  &c,  was  also  ordered  with 
the  view  to  aid  the  syringe  in  liberating  the  bowels. 

This  course  of  treatment  was  continued  till  the  22d  ;  during  which  time 
many  expedients  were  resorted  to  for  relieving  the  patient  of  his  extreme 
suffering.  At  one  time  an  emetic  would  afford  relief;  at  another  an  in- 
jection. At  others  the  vapor  bath,  hot  fomentations,  and  even  the  wet 
sheet  were  resorted  to,  but  all  with  the  same  result, — mere  temporary  re- 
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lief  from  or  mitigation  of  the  alarming  symptoms.  The  pain  descended 
gradually  in  the  abdomen,  until  its  seat  became  fixed  in  the  right  ingui- 
nal region,  where  a  small  tumor  or  swelling  presented  itself, — without, 
however,  any  other  symptoms  of  hernia.  Feeling  anxious,  to  say  the 
least,  about  the  termination  of  this  case,  I  requested  the  friends  to  call 
in  Dr.  E.  Wales,  one  of  the  most  liberal,  honorable,  and  skilful  old 
school  physicians  in  this  vicinity.  He  recommended  no  change  of  treat- 
ment— said  that  injections,  together  with  mild  physic,  would  afford  the 
patient  the  greatest  chance  for  his  life. 

Soon  after  this  I  was  a^ain  summoned  in  haste,  and  informed  that  in- 
jections could  no  longer  be  given.  The  young  man  was  in  the  greatest 
possible  agony — his  groans  and  screeches  being  heard  at  considerable 
distance  all  over  the  neighborhood.  His  bowels  were  much  swollen, 
though  there  was  but  little  tenderness, — tongue  slightly  coated,  and 
pulse  very  little  accelerated.  On  attempting  to  administer  an  injection, 
I  found  to  my  surprise,  that  I  could  no  more  accomplish  the  feat  than 
could  those  who  had  failed  before  me.  The  pipe  could  be  introduced 
without  difficulty,  but  no  force  was  sufficient  to  move  the  piston.  A 
few  fruitless  attempts  were  made  to  introduce  the  injection,  and  the  sy- 
ringe was  abandoned  for  a  time.  The  bowels  seemed  to  have  been  for- 
ced down  before  the  obstruction,  whatever  it  might  be,  literally  filling 
and  obstructing  the  rectum.  The  symptoms  becoming  more  and  more 
alarming,  Dr.  L.  Goodnow  of  duincy,  a  brother  Botanic,  who  has  gain- 
ed for  himself  considerable  notoriety  in  this  region,  and  an  esteemed 
friend  and  fellow  student,  by  the  way,  was  called.  Before  his  arrival, 
however,  I  had  again  succeeded  in  relieving  the  patient,  so  that  a  more 
favorable  opportunity  was  offered  for  making  a  careful  examination. 

.  A  large  sized  gum  elastic  catheter  was,  with  much  difficulty  intro- 
duced into  the  rectum  five  or  six  inches,  and,  on  being  withdrawn,  it 
presented  the  appearance  of  having  been  tightly  drawn  over  the  edge  of 
some  sharp  hard  substance.  Here,  then,  seemed  to  be  one  point  of  ob- 
struction ;  for,  beyond  this.,  the  passage  was  clear  for  a  considerable  dis- 
tance, as  the  subsequent  treatment  proved. 

The  pipe  of  a  syringe  was  then  fitted  into  this  catheter ;  which  was 
again  introduced,  and  through  this  injections  were  afterwards  admin- 
istered without  difficulty.  This,  for  a  while,  relieved  the  patient. 
Soon,  however,  other  difficulties  arose,  which,  if  possible,  were  more 
perplexing  than  those  I  had  previously  encountered.  Injections  could, 
by  means  of  this  catheter,  be  introduced,  but  none  could  be  found  effi- 
cacious enough  to  afford  even  temporary  respite  to  the  awful  suffering; 
nor  was  it  in  the  power  of  the  patient  to  discharge  them.  There  seemed 
to  be  a  fold  of  intestine  which,  operating  like  a  valve,  would  admit  the 
introduction  of  injections,  but  close  sufficiently  regularly  and  securely  to 
prevent  their  discharge.  The  patient  was  every  hour  growing  worse, — 
his  bowels  swollen  almost  to  bursting  and  tympanitic,  the  ribs  and  ster- 
num pushed  out,  breathing  short  and  laborious,  frequent  spasms,  cold 
sweat,  stercoraceous  vomiting,  &c,  &c. 

Thus  things  went  on  from  bad  to  worse,  and  from  worse  to  desperate, 
till  the  evening  of  the  25th, — ten  days  from  the  first  attack  ; — during, 
which  time  I  made  trial  of  almost  everything  officinal  with  our  fraternity, 
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as  well  as  many  expedients  which  could  hardly  he  regarded  as  officinal, 
but  all  to  little  or  no  purpose.  For  the  last  twelve  hours,  I  had  perse- 
vered against  the  expressed  wishes  of  the  patient  and  his  friends;  for  they 
believed  that  death  was  inevitable,  and  that  further  medication  was  al- 
too-ether  useless.     But  I  was  determined  to  persevere. 

Being  nearly  worn  down  with  professional  duties,  I  found  it  necessary 
to  leave  the  patient,  for  a  few  hours  at  least,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
rest;  and,  as  I  left,  I  administered  four  pills,  composed  of  equal  parts  of 
jalap,  scainmony,  and  gamboge,  and  gave  directions -to  have  two  more  ad- 
ministered every  hour.  This  may  seem  like  rather  a  strange  prescription 
for  a  Thomsonian  to  make, — particularly  to  some  of  our  no-physic  doc- 
tors; and,  I  have  only  to  say,  in  justification,  show  me  a  better  plan,  and 
I  will  most  cheerfully  adopt  it. 

On  my  return,  a  few  hours  afterwards,  the  bowels  had  moved  power- 
fully, and  continued,  for  the  next  twenty-four  hours,  to  discharge  the 
most  distrusting  stools  imaginable.  The  bowels  soon  became  soft  and 
free  from  pain.  The  patient  was,  in  a  {"ew  days,  convalescent;  and,  in 
a  few  weeks,  was  able  to  resume  his  occupation,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
his  usual  most  excellent  health.  I  regret  that  I  had  no  opportunity  of  ex- 
amining the  first  discharges  from  his  bowels,  as  I  have  no  doubt,  from  the 
description,  they  must  have  contained  some  exceedingly  hard  scybala. 

Since  the  above  occurred,  I  have  had  numerous  cases,  none  of  which, 
however,  have  proved  quite  so  obstinate ;  and  a  similar  course  of  treat- 
ment has  succeeded,  in  every  instance,  when  persevered  in.  Some  have 
not  required  very  powerful  cathartics,  and  in  some  they  have  been  wholly 
dispensed  with.  One  case,  however,  that  of  a  child,  which  had  been  in- 
duced by  a  purgative,  proved  fatal,  under  the  following  circumstances. 
I  had  twice,  on  previous  occasions,  been  called  to  this  child,  who,  at 
best,  was  a  feeble  thing,  and  whose  Bowels  had  been  injured  by  an  ©ver 
dose  of  senna;  and  by  giving  an  emetic,  injections,  &c,  I  had  relieved 
it.  On  the  third  attack,  which  came  on  a  week  or  two  afterwards, 
the  same  course  of  treatment  failed  to  move  the  bowels,  though  it  reliev- 
ed the  pain  for  a  time.  The  father  urged  me  to  give  powerful  physic — ' 
"  something  that  would  go  right  through  him."    I  objected  to  this  course, 
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as  highly  dangerous  and  empirical  ;  and  propoled,  as  the  safest  and  most 
judicious  course,  to  persevere  with  injections,  giving  mild  physic,  &c. 
I  thought  the  constitution  of  the  child  would  not  bear  powerful  physic, 
and,  that,  if  it  should,  perchance,  remove  the  obstruction,  the  child  must 
die  afterwards  from  the  shock  and  debilitating  effects  of  the  purge.  The 
parents  thought  differently  ;  and,  as  I  refused  to  give  powerful  physic,  I  was 
discharged,  and  an  old-school' doctor  was  called.  He  prescribed  his  her- 
culean remedies,  and  in  a  short  time  the  child  was  no  more.  No  move- 
ment of  the  bowels  was  procured.  Here,  then,  is  a  case,  an  offset  to  the 
former  one,  in  which,  in  my  opinion,  physic  was  the  proximate  cause  of 
death. 

A  sufficiently  mild  and  judicious  course  of  treatment,  I  have  no  doubt, 
would  have  saved  this  child.  Now,  if  these  two  cases  are  facts,  and  the 
deductions  drawn  from  them  are  philosophical,  is.it  not  evident,  that 
sound  judgment  and  discrimination,  on  the  part  of  the  practitioner,  should 
dictate  the  means   to   be   used    in   the   treatment  %     Would  it  not  be 
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preposterous  to  say,  that  such  cases  admit  of  the  routine  treatment  by 
.purgatives,  or  by  injections,  emetics,  &c. 

1  sometimes  find,  that  a  mere  change  of  remedies,  or  perhaps  a  change 
in  the  manner  of  administering  them,  has  a  wonderful  effect,  though  the 
change  is,  as  we  should  naturally  suppose,  from  a  superior  to  an  inferior 
remedy.  Hence,  variations  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  are  not  only  ju- 
dicious, but  necessary  and  highly  important.  We  should  not,  it  is  true, 
make  our  changes  empirically.  We  should  carefully  study  constitutional 
peculiarities,  as  well  as  the  exigencies  of  the  case.  In  a  word,  the  means, 
he  they  what  they  may,  should  be  adapted  to  the  end. 

Randolph,  Mass.,  Dec,  1848.  E.  A.  Allen. 
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As  society  advances  in  what  is  popularly  called  temperance,  the  nar- 
cotic stimulant,  tobacco,  is  more  freely  used.  This  is  at  least  partly 
■■owing  to  the  fact,  that  true  temperance  is  not  generally  understood.  An 
increased  quantity  of  tobacco  is  very  often  used  by  those  who  discontin- 
ue strong  drink;  Those  who  use  alcoholic  drinks,  generally  are  in  the 
habit  of  stimulating  by  tobacco.  In  the  present  state  of  physiological 
knowledge,  it  could  not  be  otherwise,  than  that  stimulation  by  tobacco 
should  be,  in  a  measure,  substituted  for  that  by  alcohol.  Wilh  those 
who  understand  the  subject,  it  is  nothing  more  than  was  expected  and 
predicted,  that  such  increase  should  take  place,  Accordingly,  in  the 
short  space  of  three  years,  in  New-England,  where  so  much  attention  has 
been  given  to  temperance,  by  the  Washingtonians  and  others,  the  use 
of  tobacco  has  increased  in  proportion,  tenfold.  This  state  of  things  is 
•one  most  lamentable.  It  is  not  merely  the  bad  effect  of  the  tobacco  that 
is  to  be  feared.  It  indicates  to  the  true  physiologist  this  much — that,  if 
temperance  people  do  not  learn  to  reject  stimulation  throughout,  the  in- 
terest in  the  cause  will,  with  inevitable  certainty,  sooner  or  later,  be  in  a 
great  measure  lost,  and  many  will  again  return  to  their  strong  drink. 

Tobacco  is  believed  by  man}7  to  be  really  useful  as  a  remedy.  In  those 
cases  where  it  is  used  to  prevent  gastric  disturbance,  and  to  "  keep  the 
food  on  the  stomach,"  it  would  be  better  to  avoid  the  causes  of  those 
symptoms.  It  sometimes  apparently  benefits  the  individual  for  the  time, 
but  the  effect  on  the  whole  is  injurious.  It  is  constantly  bringing  about 
a  state  of  things  in  the  system,  which  infalibly  increases  the  difficulties. 
For  the  good  effects  proposed,  there  are  other  and  better  means. 

Tobaoco  is  a  very  powerful  acrid  narcotic  poison.  It  requires  but  a 
small  quantity  to  produce  immediate  death.  This  has  been  often  proved. 
Fatal  results  have  not  unfrequently  taken  place  by  its  medicinal  use.  In 
view  of  this  fact,  medical  men  are  extremely  cautious  how  they  use  it. 
A  very  small  quantity,  in  infusion,  passed  into  the  bowels  to  relax  the 
eystem,  has  been  known  to  prove  fatal.  In  extreme  caseSj  it  is  used  only 
as  a  last  resort  before  surgical  operations. 
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Those  who  use  it  to  any  considererable  extent,  are  certain  of  experi- 
manifest  weakness  of  nerves',  and  often  a  trembling,  which  is 
exce<  dingly  troublesome  and  inconvenient.  We  know  different  persons 
who  are  I  hug  afflicted:  one  in  particular,  a  very  robust,  strong  man, 
whose  habits  are  extremely  active  in  the  open  air,  at  all  seasons  of  the 
year,  and  yet,  notwithstanding  the  great  strength  of  constitution  and 
nerve,  his  hand  has,  by  the  use  of  tobacco,  at  last  become  so  tremulous 
that  he  can  scarcly  convey  food  to  his  mouth.  His  teeth  also  have  been 
so  softened  by  its  long  use  that  they  are  literally  worn  to  the  gums. 

Tobacco  will  sometimes  cure  the  tooth-ache.  But  in  such  cases  there 
are  better  means  to  be  used  ;  and  better  than  use  the  tobacco,  would  it 
be  to  bear  the  ache,  and  reject  the  poison.  It  is  altogether,  in  every 
form,  injurious. 
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Most  unfortunately  for  the  human  race,  this  deadly  drug,  also,  is  be- 
coming more  and  more  used.  Its  preparations  are  largely  manufactured, 
and  at  rates  that  place  it  within  the  reach  of  all.  Net  so  rapidly  as  to- 
bacco, but  for  the  same  reason,  is  the  use  of  this  drug  increasing  in  soci- 
ety. Among  females  it  is  the  cause  of  immense  misery.  Morphine  is 
the  preparation  in  which  it  is  most  used.  There  is  great  deception  in 
the  effects  produced  by  opium.  In  many  cases,  severe  pain  can  be 
speedily  removed,  and  there  is  also  experienced  a  pleasant  stimulation, 
and  sleep  often  follows  its  use,  when  it  could  not  otherwise  be  obtained. 
Such  results  are  strikingly  calculated  to  mislead  the  unthinking;  for  who 
would  think  of  looking  beyond  the  immediate  effects  produced?  If  pain 
is  removed,  such  evidence  is  sufficient.  Those  who  choose  to  note  the 
after-effects  can  have  little  trouble  in  satisfying  themselves  of  the  perni- 
cious effects  of  this  drug.  It  should  never  be  used,  for  there  are  means 
more  effectual,  and  entirely  safe,  by  which  to  reduce  pain. 

The  following  very  serious  cases  happened  in  the  practice  of  the  late 
Dr.  Physic  of  Philadelphia.  They  are  thus  given  by  Dr.  Randolph  : 
"  Two  children,  twin  brothers,  at  the  age  of  three  months,  were  thrown 
into  a  state  of  complete  stupor,  from  whence  they  could  not  be  aroused, 
from  having  been  given  by  the  mother  each  a  drop  of  laudanum,  to  allay 
the  restlessness  from  hooping-cough.  The  vial  from  which  .the  laudanum 
was  taken  had  been  left  uncorked,  so  that  a  quantity  of  the  article  had 
almost  wholly  evaporated,  and  the  mother  was  able  to  obtain  for  the  one 
a  single  drop,  while  for  the  other  she  added  two  drops  of  water,  stirring 
it  about,  which  she  administered.  The  poor  mother  was  entirely  igno- 
rant of  the  immense  additional  strength  thus  gained  by  the  evaporation 
which  had  taken  place.  The  children  had  both  been  in  convulsions. 
The  emetic  prescribed  could  not  be  given,  as  the  children  were  incapa- 
ble of  swallowing.  Their  countenances  had  become  livid,  breathing  la- 
borious, and  the   pulsations  had  almost  entirely  ceased.     By  a  variety  of 
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means  the  children  were,  however,  both  restored ;  the  principal  of  which 
was  to  pass  a  flexible  tube  down  the  oesophagus,  to  the  stomach,  and 
thus,  by  the  use  of  a  common  syringe,  the  stomachs  were  completely 
washed  out.  This  operation,  so  simple  and  easy,  once  known,  and  so 
effectual,  was  well  worthy  the  distinguished  man.  It  had  never,  to  his 
knowledge,  been  performed  previously.  As  a  result,  one  of  the  children 
was  saved — the  other  died  the  next  morning.  Such  an  instrument  (sy- 
ringe and  stomach  tube)  should  be  in  every  house,  and  can  be  obtained 
at  a  small  expense. 


THE  RIGHT  SPIRIT, 

Prof.  C.  Newton  : — I  have  received  Che  New  England  Botanic  Med* 
(ical  and  Surgical  Journal,  and  am  much  pleased  with  the  same.  1  sup- 
pose Dr.  Bassett  must  have  informed  you,  that  I  wished  to  take  the  paper 
formerly  edited  by  himself.  It  was  unknown  to  me,  that  the  New 
York  Thomsonian  was  d4scontinued ;  but,  soon  after  my  letter  to  Dr.  B. 
was  mailed,  Dr.  Thayer  of  Montrose  informed  me  of  its  discontinuance. 
I  will  hereafter  continue  to  take  your  Journal,  and  the  money  will  be 
forthcoming  for  the  same; — so  please  continue, 

I  shall  try  to  do  something  this  winter  for  the  extension  of  the  Journal 
in  this  place.  Six  years  ago,  you  could  not  have  found  here  one  individ- 
ual favorable  to  the  Botanic  Practice;  but  now,  more  than  two-thirds  of 
the  township  are  so,  notwithstanding  we  have  five  Allopathic  physicians  in 
the  place.  We  have  had  the  bilious  remittant  fever  here  this  fall, — the 
regulars  have  lost  many  ;  but  not  one  has  been  lost  under  the  Botanic 
treatment.  More  than  one  hundred  cases  have  been  cured  the  present 
summer,  that  were  said  to  be  incurable  by  our  opposite  brotherhood.  A 
considerable  portion  of  these  cases  were  female  cases,— debility,  amen- 
orrhoea,  leucorrhosa,  hysteria,  chlorosis,  incomplete  and  complete  prolap- 
sus uteri,  puerperal  fever,  menorrhagia,  ischuria,  dysuria,  &,c.  In  all  of 
these  we  have  been  successful. 

Now,  sir,  to  advance  our  cause,  we  want  more  effort  among  our  medi- 
cal brethren, — good  Journals  and  good  supporters  in  every  State.  Next, 
we  want  good  Text  Books.  They  should  combine  Theory  and  Practice. 
We  have  seen  the  want  of  those  things  in  the  country,  at  least  every  young 
practitioner  has  done  so,  on  his  establishing  himself  in  business.  We 
want  our  Journals  to  give  us,  if  convenient,  a  catalogue  of  our  best  med 
ical  authors  relating  to  the  Botanic  Practice,  their  cost,  &c,  and  we,  in 
the  back  ground,  will  have  our  libraries  replenished  occasionally,  if  the 
distance  is  something,  or  postage  high.  Will  Prof.  N.  look  to  this  occa- 
sionally, and  favor  his  friends  at  a  distance. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  your  efforts  pertaining  to  a  College  in  Worcester, 
Mass.,  are  so  far  successful, — that  old  prejudices  are  giving  way  to  truth, 
and  you  are  about  to  see  your  work  prosper  in  your  hands. 

I  hope  your  life  may  be  spared  to  complete  your  contemplated  Worl 
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oil  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine.     It  is  earnestly  looked  for,  a«d 
I  pledge  myself  to  take  a  copy  on  its  publication. 

I  find,  that,  although  in  haste,  I  am   getting  prolix,  arid  probably  tres- 
passing on  your  time  and  patience.     Therefore,  believe  me,  sir, 

Yours  most  respectfully. 

Harford.  Pa.,  Nov.,  1S48.  Elisha  N.  Loomis.  • 
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FOOD  AND  ITS  PREPARATIONS. 

To  those  who  love  plainness,  simplicity,  and  ''temperance  in  afl 
things,"  and  who  would  desire  not  to  "  make  the  table  a  snare,"  a  few 
directions  respecting  plain  food  may  not  proved  useless. 

Amonc  all  writers  on  health,  respecting  flesh  meat,  it  is  the  common 
statement,  that  in  this  country  there  is  by  far  too  much  used.  It  were 
better  taken  but  once  a  day,  and  then  in  moderate  quantity,  and  of  the 
least  objectionable  kinds.  It  is  an  interesting  fact,  that  writers  upon  diet 
and  hygiene  in  general  agree  that  those  kinds,  of  flesh  meat  allowed  in  the 
Mosaic  dispensation  are  far  more  healthy  than  those  which  are  forbidden. 
It  is  most  certainly  true  that  the  best  health  of  body  and  mind  does  not 
require  the  use  of  flesh  meat  at  all.  In  the  Jewish  economy,  there  were 
many  things  permitted  by  divine  direction,  and  this  of  necessity,  which 
things,  in  the  light  of  our  day,  in  the  Christian  dispensation,  are  not  al- 
lowable. "  Moses,"  says  the  Savior,  "because  of  the  hardness  of  your 
hearts,  suffered  you  to  put  away  your  wives,  but  from  the  beginning  it 
was  not  so."  And  it  was  precisely  upon  this  principle,  that  flesh  meat 
was  allowed.  We  see,  therefore,  in  those  ancient  regulations,  the  benev- 
olence of  God  in  thus  restricting  man  to  the  least   hurtful  kinds  of  flesh. 

It  is  often  said,  that  it  becomes  necessary  through  long  habit  to  contin- 
ue flesh-eating.  Those  who  make  such  assertions  do  not  well  under- 
strnd  the  physiology  and  capabilities  of  the  human  body.  The  habit  of 
flesh-eating  is  nothing  as  powerful  as  that  of  stimulation  by  alcohol,  opi- 
um, or  tobacco ;  and  yet  who  ever  dies — or  rather,  who  is  not  bettered, 
other  things  being  equal,  by  leaving  such  habits? 

In  some  part  of  the  world  flesh  meat  is  taken  in  an  uncooked  state. 
There  is  no  doubt,  that  it  is  to  the  unaccustomed  stomach  in  this  form  the 
best.  None  but  the  lean,  part  of  flesh  should  be  used.  "  Ye-shall  eat  no 
manner  of  fat ;  of  ox,  of  sheep,  or  of  goat,"  we  read  in  scripture. 

In  killing  animals,  the  Jews,  in  observance  of  their  ancient  laws,  "  do 
not  stun  the  animal  with  blows,  producing  stagnation  and  congestion  of 
blood  ;  the  throat  is  cut  with  a  remarkably  sharp  knife,  and  all  the  veins 
and  arteries  are  emptied  ;  the  lungs  are  searched  with  the  hand ;  if  the 
liver  attaches  to  the  ribs,  or  there  are  impurities,,  malformation,  or  any 
apparent  disease,  it  is  condemned,  and  the  leaden  seals  are  not  attached  to 
the  meat.  It  is  thus,  that  the  observance  of  ancient  laws  by  this  ancient 
people  gives  them  great  protection  against  feeding  on  diseased  animals." 
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"Most  of  the  animals,"  says  Dr.  Graham,  "  which  in  modern  times  are 
fitted  for  the  slaughter-house  and  for  interment  in  living  sepulchres,  are 
actually  in  a  state  of  disease  when  they  are  killed  :  and,  therefore,  shock- 
ing as  the  thought  may  be,  the  human  stomach,  in  these  days  of  elegant 
irefinement,  and  of  science  and  religion,  is  actually  made  a  kind  of 'pot- 
ter's field  '  to  receive  the  unknown  dead  of  every  disease  !  Why  should 
we  marvel,  then,  that  putrid  and  malignant,  and  violent  diseases,  as  well 
as  those  of  a  more  chronic  character,  and  less  alarming  symptoms,  but 
more  general  prevalence,  should  so  severely  scourge  the  human  family, 
— and  especially  in  civic  life  !" 

The  best  way  of  cooking  flesh  meat  is  the  more  ancient  one,  by  sus- 
pending it  before  a  fire  and  turning  it  until  "  done."  This,  however,  is 
not  very  different  from  roasting  in  a  large  oven.  Boiling  in  pure  water 
is  also  a  very  good  method.  It,  however,  renders  the  meat  less  nourish- 
ing, and  also  less  stimulating.  Stewing  or  frying,  especially  when  done 
in  fat,  or  grease,  or  butter,  is  most  pernicious.  Flesh  soups  and  broths 
are  very  objectionable  forms  of  preparation.  They  are  in  general  too 
complex,  and  do  not  admit  of  mastication  and  sufficient  insalivation,  so 
important  to  digestion.  If  used  at  all,  they  should  be  boiled  with  much 
rice,  hulled  wheat,  barley,  or  something  of  the  kind.  It  is  also  far  better 
to  take  such  dishes  with  a  large  propftrtion  of  bread,  and  always  cool  or 
cold,  and  with  the  less  of  seasonino-s  the  better. 

Salted  fish  and  flesh  are  more  difficult  of  digestion  than  flesh.  Many 
a  one  gets  a  severe  headache  by  partaking  of  such  articles.  At  first,  from 
the  stimulation  of  the  salt,  there  is  perhaps  a  feeling  of  satisfactfon — a 
something  "  that  seems  to  stand  by,"  as  the  laborer  would  say.  But  such 
.feelin'Ts  are  delusive.     If  flesh  is  smoked  in  addition,  it  is  still  worse. 


From  Dr.  Lardner's  Lectures. 

'  USES  OF  THE  BAROMETER, 

1.  Generally  the  rising  of  the  mercury  indicates  the  approach  of  fair 
weather  ;  the  falling  of  it  shows  the  approach  of  foul  weather. 

2.  In  sultry  weather,  the  fall  of  the  mercury  indicates  coming  thunder. 
In  winter,  the  rise  of  the  mercury  indicates  frost.  In  frost,  its  fall  indi- 
cates thaw  ;  and  its  rise,  indicates  snow.  f 

3.  Whatever  change  of  weather  suddenly  follows  a  change  in  the  ba- 
rometor,  may  be  expected  to  last  but  a  short  time.  Thus,  if  fair  weather 
follow  immediately  the  rise  of  the  mercury,  there  will  be  but  very  little  of 
it;  and,  in  the  same  way,  if  foul  weather  follow  the  fall  of  mercury,  it 
will  last  but  a  short  time. 

4.  If  fair  weather  continues  for  several  days,  during  which  the  mercu- 
ry continually  falls,  a  long  succession  of  foul  weather  will  probably  ensue  ; 
and  again,  if  foul  weather  continue  for  several  days,  while  the  mercury 
continually  rises,  a  long  succession  of  fair  weather  will  probably  succeed. 

5.  A  fluctuating  and  unsettled  state  in  the  mercurial  column  indicates 
chan^able  weather. 


18  PRAYING  DOCTORS. INTEREST  EXPRESSED, 

The  domestic  barometer  would  become  a  much  more  useful  instrument, 
if  instead  of  the  words  usually  engraved  on  the  plate,  a  short  list  of  the 
best  established  rules,  such  as  the  above,  accompanied  it,  which  might  be 
either  engraved  on  the  plate,  or  printed  on  a  card.  It  would  be  right, 
however,  to  express  the  rules  only  with  that  degree  of  probability  which 
observation  of  past  phenomena  has  justified.  There  is  no  rule  respecting 
these  effects,  which  will  hold  good,  with  perfect  certainty,  in  every  case. 


PRAYING  DOCTORS,  &C. 

Dr.  Newton  : — Dear  Sir, — A  good  deal  has  been  written,  by  able 
correspondents,  upon  various  subjects  pertaining  to  the  science  and  prac- 
tice of  medicine,  but  no  one,  to  my  knowledge,  has  ever  written  any 
thing  upon  the  subjeet  of "  Praying  Doctors/'  or  prayers  in  the  sick 
room. 

Now,  if  it  really  is,  as  some  contend,  absolutely  essential,  in  order  for 
medicine  to  have  its  legitimate  effect  upon  the  human  consiitution,  that 
the  physician  officiate  in  this  capacity,  then  it  is  an  indispensable  branch 
of  physiology,  and  a  portion  of  the  doctor's  time  and  attention  should  be 
appropriated  to  this  branch.  And,  if  it  be  true,  that,  by  a  faithful  dis- 
charge of  this  office,  we  conduce  to  the  health  and  happiness  of  the  sick, 
the  community  ought  to  be  apprised  of  the  fact,  and  physicians  ought  to 
prepare  themselves  accordingly  to  discharge  this  important  trust. 

But,  if,  instead  of  this  course's  being  conducive,  it  is  thought  that  all 
excitement  of  this  kind  is  detrimental  to  health,  then  it  ought  to  be  dis- 
pensed with  entirely.  I  forbear  expressing  an  opinion  upon  this  subject 
now.  I  merely  throw  out  these  few  ideas  for  the  consideration  of  those, 
who,  perhaps,  have  not  thought  sufficiently  upon  this  subject. 

South  Weymouth,  Mass.,  Dec,  1848.  C.  C. 


INTEREST  EXPRESSED. 

Dr.  PfewTON  : — Dear  Sir, — I  herewith  enclose  you  $2,00  for  the 
Journal.* 

I  am  glad  to  perceive,  from  the  Journal  and  other  sources,  that  your 
Institution,  in  all  probability,  will  be  well  patronized,  and  that  the  pros- 
pect of  obtaining  an  Act  of  Incorporation,  at  the  coming  session  of  the 
Legislature,  is  quite  flattering.  May  the  support  and  co-operation  of  the 
friends  of  reform,  be  commensurate  with  your  exertions,  and  far  exceed 
your  most  sanguine  expectations.  That  New  England  has  long  needed 
an  Institution  like  yours,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt;  and,  if  you  should  not 
succeed,  (of  which  there  is  no  room  for  doubt,)  then  I  shall  be  convinced, 
that  a  false  estimate  has  been  placed  upon  the  character  of  New  England 
freemen. 
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It  is  a  burning  shame  and  a  disgrace,  that  the  reformers  in  the  Eastern 
States  have  not  moved  in  this  matter  years  ago;  and  Massachusetts,  more 
particularly,  being  the  scene  of  the  labors  of  the  renowned  fonnder  of  our 
System  of  Practice,  should,  long  since,  have  founded  an  Institution  where 
his  principles,  in  their  purity,  could  have  been  taught,  and  promulgated 
to  the  people. 

But  I  am  writing  more  than  I  intended,  when  I  commenced.  So  I 
will  close,  by  wishing  you  every  success,  and  that  prosperity  may  crown 
your  labors,  and  that  your  patrons  and  subscribers  may  increase  a  thou- 
sand fold. 

Please  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this,  and  oblige, 

Yours  in  haste, 

Pater  son,  N.  ./.,  Dec,  1848.  L.  IT.  Borden. 


From  the  Western  Medical  Reformer  and  Eclectic  Journal. 

CEANOTHUS'1  AMERICANUS.* 

We  publish  with  pleasure  the  following  communication  from  Dr, 
Cooper.  Practical  papers  of  this  kind  often  do  more  for  the  real  im- 
provement of  medicine,  than  learned  essays.  We  hope  lo  hear  often 
from  Dr.  C.,in  reference  to  his  peculiar  observations  and  experience  with 
the  productions  of  the  forest. 

Ceanothus  Americanus.  Common  names — Red  Moot,  New  Jersey 
Tea,  Wild  Snowball,  Boliea,  etc. 

It  is  my  intention  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  Eclectics  the  value  of  this 
shrub,  which,  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  is  unknown,  or  nearly  so,  to  the 
profession ;  but,  being  only  a  practical  Botanist,  I  shall  not  attempt  to 
give  a  scientific  description  of  it. 

Ceanothus  americanus  is  a  shrub  from  one  to  four  feet  in  height,  ac- 
cording to  locality,  bearing  white  (lowers,  very  small,  and  in  clusters, 
which  appear  in  June  and  July,  in  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  South- 
ern Ohio  and  Indiana,  in  May.  The  flower  gives  place  to  three  corner- 
ed seed  vessels  of  a  brownish  or  black  color,  which  remain  on  the  stem 
all  winter.  The  stems  are  brown  near  the  earth,  and  green  toward  the 
point — leaves  dark  green,  and  much  like  the  leaves  of  the  wild  cherry, 
but  are  rougher  and  thicker,  though  nearly  the  size  of  the  cherry  leaf. 
Root  large,  with  a  red  or  brown  epidermis,  containing  many  small  white 
veins,  and  tolerably  thick — heart  of  the  root  red  by  which  it  may  be 
known  from  nearly  every  other  shrub.  The  bark  of  the  root  has  the 
smell  and  taste  of  peach-leaves,  while  the  leaves,  flowers  and  young 
shoots,  are  without  smell,  and  have  a  slightly  mucilaginous  taste. 

Locality.     This  shrub  may  be  found  in  abundance  from  the  lakes  to 


*  Ceanothus  Americanus,  (New  Jersey  tea,)  leaves  ovate  acuminate,  serrate,  three  nerved,, 
pubescent  beneath  j  panicles  axillary,  long  peduncles,  subcorybmed. — Ed. 
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Missouri,  crowing  on  gravelly  or  stony  hill-sides  facing  the  rising  sun. 
I  have  also  seen  much  of  it  growing  on  the  prairies  in  Illinois  and  Iowa, 
and  once  noticed  a  stalk  or  two  in  the  neighborhood  of  Natchez,  Miss- 
issippi. 

Medical  uses.  This  shrub,  (the  leaves,  flowers  and  young  stemsj 
in  decoction,  is  regarded  as  a  specific  for  asthma  and  consumption  by  the 
North-Western  Indians,  while  the  bark  of  the  root,  is  highly  esteemed  by 
them  as  a  remedy  for  venereal  disease  and  epilepsy ;  but  I  wish  to  speak 
of  my  own  experience,  or  rather  experiments  with  this  article.  About 
two  years  ago  I  was  called  upon  by  Miss  Mary  Boggs,  who  had  been 
laboring  under  chronic  bronchitis  for  several  years,  during  which  time 
she  had,  frequently,  attacks  so  severe  as  to  entirely  prevent  her  from 
speaking.  She  was  much  emaciated,  and  was  troubled  with  profuse 
night-sweats,  a  constant  pain  in  the  throat,  and  a  discharge  of  thin  glairy 
mucus.  This  being  a  very  severe  case,  I  thought  I  would  give  the  cean* 
othus  a  fair  trial.  So  I  put  up  a  package  of  the  leaves,  flowers  and  stems, 
ground  up  together,  and  directed  her  to  take  about  half  an  ounce,  to  a 
pint  aud  a  half  of  water,  boil  down  to  a  pint,  and  take  a  wine-glassful 
four  times  a  day,  giving  the  anti-dyspeptic  pill  to  keep  the  bowels  regu- 
lar, and  elixir  vitrol  for  the  night  sweats.  The  result  was,  a  perfect  and 
permanent  care,  in  six  weeks.  I  have  cured  several  other  cases  of  bron- 
chitis and  numerous  cases  of  asthma  (mostly  children)  with  the  above, 
alone.  In  diseases  of  the  lungs,  this  medicine  is  particulariy  valuable  ; 
for,  when  long  continued  in  the  form  of  decoction,  (it  should  always  be 
taken  cold,)  it  promotes  expectoration  and  causes  vomica  of  the  lungs, 
to  throw  oil  large  quantities  of  matter,  and  has  of  itself  cured  some  cases 
which  were  considered  far  advanced  in  consumption.  It  will  also  be 
found  effectual  in  dropsy,  particulariy  that  of  the  chest.  The  bark  of  the 
root  I  use  in  tincture,  altogether  ;  and  I  consider  it  a  diuretic,  tonic,  and 
expectorant.  The  tincture  may  be  made  as  follows  :  diluted  alcohol  or 
proof  spirits  half  gal.,  eeano-thus  americanus  bark  of  root  six  oz.  when 
dry,  or  eight  when  green.  The  dose  is  from  a  tea-spoonful  to  a  table- 
spoonful,  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

I  consider  the  following  almost  an  infallible  remedy  for  whooping 
cough  : — Tr.  ceanothus  (bark  of  root)  two  ounces,  sanguinaria  canaden- 
sis one  ounce,  macrotrys  racemosa  (black  cohosh)  onev  ounce,  lobelia 
half  an  ounce  ;  mix.  Dose  for  a  child  a  year  old,  fifteen  of  twenty  drops, 
in  cold  water  sweetened,  and  gradually  increase. 

This  will  be  found  a  first  rate  cough-drop,  but  should  never  be  given 
except  in  the  abscence  of  all  inflammatory  symptoms.  I  would  like  to 
see  it  effectually  tried,  and  reported  upon  by  some  of  the  scientific  phy- 
sicians belonging  to  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute.  An  abundance  of 
it  could  be  found,  four  or  five  years  ago,  up  Mill-Creek( — I  believe  that 
is  the  name  of  the  creek  that  empties  into  the  Ohio  below  Cincinnati) — 
two  or  three  miles,  I  having  seen  it  there  at  that  time.  The  leaves  may 
be  gathered  at  any  time  during  the  summer,  and  should  be  carefully 
dried  in  the  shade,  frequently  turning  them  to  prevent  them  from  mould- 
ing. The  bark  of  the  root  I  gather  early  in  the  spring,  or  late  in  the 
fall.     The  proper  way,  to  take  thebark  off  the  root,  is  to  wash  the  roots 
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clean  after  being  dug,  and  beat  it  off  with  a  round  piece"  of  wood,  or  the 
pole  of  a  hatchet.     The  bark  makes  a  beautiful  deep  red  tincture. 
York,  Pa.,  July,  1847.  James  Cooper. 


From  the  Western  Medical  Reformer  and  Eclectic  Journal. 

CEANOTHUS  AMERICANUS. 

Common  Names — Red  Root,  New  Jersey  Ted. 


Ceanothus  americanus  is  a  shrub  from  one  to  three  feet  in  height, 
bearino-  white  flowers  in  clusters,  about  the  size  of  clover  heads.  The 
shrub  is  in  full  bloom  from  the  middle  of  June  to  the  middle  of  July. 
The  flower  gives  place  to  three  cornered  seed  vessels  of  a  brownish  color, 
which  remain  on  the  stem  all  winter.  The  stems  are  brown  near  the 
earth,  and  green  toward  the  top ;  leaves  dark  green,  nearly  the  size  of 
the  cherry  leaf;  root  large,  with  a  red  or  brown  epidermis,  containing 
many  small  white  veins,  and  tolerably  thick.  The  heart  of  the  root  is 
red,  by  which  it  may  be  known  from  nearly  every  other  shrub. 

Locality.  This  shrub  may  be  found  in  abundance  throughout  the 
United  States,  growing  on  gravelly  or  stony  hill  sides,  but  is  seldom  to 
be  found  where  cattle  range. 

Medical  Properties.  The  stems,  leaves,  seeds,  and  bark  of  the  root 
possess  astringent,  expectorant,  and  sedative  properties. 

I  will,  with  pleasure,  give  a  history  of  my  discovery  of  the  ceanothus 
americanus,  with  my  application  of  this  shrub  to  diseases  of  the  lungs. 
Tn  1833,  while  out  botanizing  one  day,  my  attention  was  directed  to  this 
shrub,  by  its  beauty  while  in  full  bloom,  and  the  peculiar  appearance  of 
the  root.  I  gave  it  the  name  of  wild  snowball,  knowing  no  other  name 
for  it  at  that  time.  I  tasted  and  chewed  some  of  it,  and  I  conceived  the 
idea  that  it  would  be  good  for  coughs.  I  gathered  some  of  the  shrub, 
dried  it,  and  added  some  of  it  to  my  compound,  used  at  that  time  for 
coughs.  I  was  successful  in  treating  coughs,  but  was  not  aware  that  the 
ceanothus  had  added  any  additional  properties  to  my  compound. 

I  used  it  in  this  way  for  six  months,  then  abandoned  the  use  of  it  until! 
1837.  When  I  was  practising  medicine  in  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  Benjamin 
Stuart  sent  for  me.  He  was  laboring  under  a  severe  spell  of  asthma,  and 
had  been  severely  afflicted  for  three  years.  His  case  was  the  worst  I  had 
ever  seen.  I  went  to  treat  his  disease  with  my  former  mode  of  treatment, 
(Indian  remedies,)  but  failed.  I  then  tried  Dr.  Beach's  remedies,  but 
they  failed  also.  I  had  occupied  about  three  months  with  Dr.  Beach's 
remedies  and  the  Indian  treatment,  and  was  about  telling  him  I  could 
not  do  any  thing  more  for  him,  when  the  ceanothus  came  into  my  mind, 
and  I  resolved  to  give  it  a  fair  trial,  without  the  aid  of  any  other  remedy. 
I  cut  up  the  leaves  and  seeds,  and  run  them  through  the  mill.  I  gave 
him  a  package  to  last  him  for  about  two  weeks,  and  told  him  to  take  a 
large  table-spoonful  of  the  ground  plant,  add  one  pint  and  a  half  of  fresh- 
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water  boil  down' to  one  pint,  and  use  a  pint  for  a  common  drink  through 
the  day.  At  the  end  of  two  weeks  I  cailed  on  him,  and  asked  him  how 
lie  was"  getting  along.  His  reply  was,  "  Doctor,  why  did  you  not  give 
me  this  medicine  in  the  first  place ;  it  has  nearly  cured  me." 

He  complained  of  vertigo,  impaired  vision,  and  a  singing  noisy  sensa- 
tion in«his  ears.  I  suspected  that  the  ceanothus  was  the  cause  of  this, 
and  my  next  object  was  to  prevent  its  having  this  effect  on  the  eyes  and 
ears.  I  put  up  a  preparation  in  which  I  took  two  parts  of  ceanothus,  and 
one  part  of  asclepias  tuberosa,  ground  into  coarse  powder.  Mixing  the 
two  together,  I  directed  him  to  take  one  table-spoonful  to  one  pint  and  a 
half  of  water,  boil  down  to  one  pint, — give  one  wine  glassful,  three  times  a 
day,  cold,  and  one  of  Dr.  Beach's  anti-dyspeptic  pills  every  night  at  bed  time. 
This  had  the  desired  effect ;  his  eyes  got  strong,  and  the  disagreeable 
hissing:  noise  in  his  ears  left  him.  In  about  four  weeks  of  this  treatment 
he  got  entirely  well,  and  has  remained  well  ever  since,  which  has  been 
ten  years. 

About  two  weeks  after  I  had  cured  Mr.  Stuart,  I  was  called  to  see 
James  McCray,  who  was  laboring  under  a  severe  attack  of  inflammation  of 
the  lungs.  He  had  a  raging  fever — was  flighty — had  an  incesssant  cough, 
and' was  spitting  blood  and  purulent  matter.  He  was  very  low  and  was 
not  expected  to  live  three  days.  I  commenced  my  treatment  by  bathing 
his  feet  in  warm  water — gave  Dr.  Beach's  sweating  drops  ;  and,  after  I 
had  produced  perspiration,  gave  him  the  following  compound  :  ceano- 
thus, two  parts;  asclepias  tuberosa,  one  part;  black  pleurisy,  one  part 
(Indian  remedy).  I  mixed  these  three  articles  together  and  directed  him 
to  take  a  large  table-spoonful  to  one  pint  and  a  half  of  water,  boil  down  to 
one  pint,  give  one  wine  glass  full  every  three  hours.  This  treatment  broke 
the  fever,  and  kept  the  skin  moist.  He  threw  off  large  quantities  of  mat- 
ter from  his  mouth  and  nose,  for  three  or  four  days  before  it  subsided. 
While  in  this  situation  I  called  in  Richard  Marrow,  Esq.,  to  see  him. 
He  shook  his  head  and  left  the  room,  beckoned  for  me  to  follow,  and  told 
me,  for  God's  sake,  if  I  wanted  to  save  my  credit,  to  go  back  and  tell  the 
young  man  that  he  must  die  in  less  than  one  da}.  I  told  him  I  had  good 
hopes,  and  in  three  weeks  I  had  this  young  man  up  and  about.  He  has 
enjoyed  good  health  ever  since. 

I  have  mentioned  the  names  and  residence  (Chambersburg,  Pa.),  in 
order  that  any  person  being  sceptical  on  this  subject  might  write  to  the 
persons  and  ascertain  the  fact. 

My  treatment  for  chronic  bronchitis,  which  is  universally  successful, 
is  as  follows  :  Take  ceanothus,  one  part ;  blackberry  leaves,  one  part ; 
made  into  coarse  powder.  Take  a  large  table-spoonful  to  one  pint  and 
a  half  of  fresh  water,  boil  down  to  one  pint ;  give  a  wine-glassful  four 
times  in  the  day,  cold,  and  one  of  Dr.  Beach's  anti-dyspectic  pills  every 
night  on  going  to  bed.  If  this  treatment  is  followed  up  from  one  to  three 
months,  it  will  prove  invariably  successful ;  to  the  truth  of  which  hun- 
dreds could  testify.  In  the  case  of  James  P.  Afflick,  West  Philadelphia, 
a  case  of  pulmonary  consumption,  five  eminent  physicians  of  Philadel- 
phia, had  given  him  up.  They  sounded  his  chest,  and  said  one  lung  was 
entirely  gone.  In  this  situation  he  applied  to  me.  I  made  a  decoction 
of  two  parts  ceanothus  and  one  part  asclepias  tuberosa,  and  ordered  one 
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wine-glassful  four  times  a  day,  and  one  of  Dr.  Beach's  anti-dyspectic  pills 
every  night,  and  two  pills  every  morning,  made  as  follows  :  May-apple 
root  (podophyllum  peltatum),  two  parts  :  skunk  cabbage  root  (dracon- 
tium),  one  part ;  blood  root  (sanguinaria  canadensis),  half  a  part ;  lo- 
belia herb,  one  fourth  part.  Pulverize  and  mix — form  into  pills,  with  mo- 
lasses, of  common  size.  0 

In  three  months  I  had  Mr.  Afflick  entirely  well.  In  addition  to  the 
above  treatment,  if  there  be  night  sweats,  I  give  twenty-five  drops  elixir 
vitrol,  in  a  wine-glassful  of  fresh  water,  every  night,  till  the  sweat 
abates.  The  treatment  I  have  mentioned  in  James  P.  ArEick's  case  is 
the  treatment  I  universally  follow  in  cases  of  pulmonary  consumption,,  ex- 
cept with  those  who  think  medicine  given  in  the  form  of  decoction  is  too 
simple  to  have  any  effect.  In  such  eases  I  keep  a  syrup  to  suit.  It  is 
made  as  follows  :  Take  ceanothus  two  parts,  asclepias  tuberosa  one  part, 
boil  down  till  you  have  a  very  strong  decoction  ;  strain,  and  add  refined 
sugar,  and  boil  down  to  form  a  thick  syrup  ;  add  the  tincture  of  Tolu,  to 
give  a  flavor,  and  bottle.     Dose — one  tablespoonful  three  times  a  day. 

This  syrup  is  a  substitute  for  the  decoction,  but  the  best  effects  are 
produced  from  the  decoction.  I  suppose  it  is  the  sugar  that  prevents  the 
syrup  from  haying  so  good  an  effect. 

The  following  syrup  is  almost  an  infallible  remedy  for  the  whooping 
cough:  Take  ceanothus,  two  parts,  asclepias  tuberosa,  one  part;  make 
a  strong  decoction  ;  strain,  add  refined  sugar,  boil  down  to  a  thick  syrup ; 
and,  to  every  quart  of  syrup,  -while  warm,  add  half  a  pint  of  the  tincture 
of  macrotrys  racemosa,  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  the  tincture  of  Tolu,  to 
give  a  flavor.  Dose,  for  a  child  one  year  old,  a  small  teaspoonful  three 
times  a  day. 

In  the  fall  of  1846,  George  Harris  applied  to  me.  I  found  that  his 
lungs  and  liver  were  considerably  affected.  Harris  had  been  under  the 
treatment  of  Dr.  Rose,  who  had  failed  with  his  remedies ;  and,  when  he 
applied  to  me,  I  thought  I  would  try  an  experiment  in  his  case ;  and,  if  I 
found  that  I  was  not  likely  to  succeed,  I  would  quit  and  take  up  my  for- 
mer plan.  I  made  a  pill  composed  of  equal  parts  of  ceanothus,  (bark  of 
the  root)  and  the  compound  above  mentioned  of  podophyllum,  draconti- 
um,  sanguinaria,  and  lobelia.  I  gave  two  pills  four  times  a  day,  and 
gave  no  other  medicine.  In  three  months  I  had  cured  him  thoroughly, 
and  at  this  time  he  is  as  able-bodied  a  man  as  you  would  find  in  a  hun- 
dred. 

From  fifteen  gallons  of  a  strong  decoction  of  the  ceanothus  americanus 
boiled  down  to  an  extract,  I  obtained  about  one  quart  of  extract.  It  had 
such  an  astringent  taste  that  I  was  afraid  to  use  it  in  diseases  of  the 
chest. 

I  conclusion,  I  would  say,  I  do  not  think  there  ever  was  a  remedy  equal 
to  the  ceanothus  in  diseases  of  the  lungs  ;  and,  if  you  or  any  of  the  Faculty 
will  give  it  a  fair  atrial,  as  I  have  directed,  you  will  find  the  most  happy 
results.  It  is  the  champion  of  the  vegetable  kingdom  for  diseases  of  the 
lungs;  but  in  their  treatment  it  should  not  be  used  to  any  extent,  unless 
in  combination  with  other  medicines. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  lthy  1747.  J.  W.  Cooper. 
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DB.  CURTIS'  WITHDRAWMENT. 

Our  readers  will  recollect,  that,  in  announcing,  some  time  since,  Dr. 
Curtis'  acceptance  of  the  Professorship  of  Theory  and  Practice  in  our 
College,  we  said,  that  that  acceptance  was  conditional ; — it  depended  on 
the  question  whether  the  friends  in  New  England  would  be  sufficiently 
united  in  expressions  of  their  wishes  in  favor  of  the  measure.  We  re- 
gret to  say,  that  Dr.  C.  has  not.  found  these  expressions  and  the  general 
manifestation  of  interest  satisfactory.  In  a  letter  to  us  of  a  recent  date, 
he  says,  "  I  was  informed,  last  winter,  that,  in  Connecticut  very  exten- 
tivety,  and  to  some  extent  in  New  Hampshire,  and  in  all  the  other  East- 
ern States,  there  was  a  strong  desire  for  me  to  give  a  course  or  more  of 
Lectures  on  Theory  and  Practice  in  New  England.  Well;  I  gave  them 
an  opportunity,  but  very  few  embraced  it."  The  doctor  does  not  see 
sufficient  reason  to  think,  that  the  interest  in  his  behalf  now  is  any  great- 
er than  it  was  last  year  ;  and,  as  the  Boston  movement  was  a  failure,  he 
chooses  to  leave  New  England  reformers  to  carry  out  for  themselves  their 
own  measures. 

We  are  well  aware,  that  it  would  be  a  personal  sacrifice  to  Dr.  Curtis 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  to  which  he  had  been  invited.  Still, 
we  had  hoped,  that  he  would  have  been  willing  to  make  that  sacrifice, 
and  that  we  should  have  been  pleasantly  associated  in  the  work  of  promo- 
ting a  common  object.  As,  however,  he  has  determined  to  decline  this 
service,  we  will  only  say,  we  will  yet  labor  harmoniously  in  the  same 
cause,  though,  like  Abraham  and  Lot  of  old,  one  goes  to  the  right  hand 
and  the  other  to  the  left.     [Ed.  Jour.] 


From  the  Botanico-Medical  Recorder. 

LIFE  PRESERVER. 

A  new  kind  of  life  preserver  has  been  brought  forward  in  New  York, 
the  inventors  of  which  claim  for  it  the  following  advantages  : 

"  A  person  wearing  one  of  these  life  preservers  can  carry  from  fifty  to 
one  hundred  lbs.  in  addition  to  his  person,  and  float  four  persons  in 
the  water,  without  sinkiug,  and  can  take  no  other  position  on  the  water, 
except  with  the   head  and  shoulders  entirely  above  the  water. 

"The  entire  person,  save  the  face,  is  enclosed  by  an  India  rubber 
dress,  parts  of  which  are  inflated,  enabling  the  wearer  to  float  in  an 
erect,  or  sleep  in  a  reclining  posture ;  or,  with  paddies  which  are  attach- 
ed, a  person  can  move  at  the  rate  of  three  miles  per  hour." 
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[We  are  obliged  to  Dr.  Y.  for  these  additional  evidences  of  the  genuineness  of 
the  circumstances,  which  we  have  before  published,  respecting  this  extraordinary 
case.  We  begin  to  think  that  even  Dr.  J.  V.  C.  S.'s  slightly  developed  organ  of 
wonder,  will  be  a  little  excited,  in  view  of  the  following  testimony.     Ed.  Jour.] 

I,  S.  K.  M.,  of  lawful  age,  depose  and  say,  that,  when  I  came  to  W. 
Church's,  the  eleventh  day  of  October,  A.  D.,  1847,  and  was  placed  un- 
der the  medical  care  of  Dr.  Win.  Young,  of  Phillips,  Me.,  I  had  a  very 
lame  shoulder,  which  was  dislocated  forwards,  about  a  year  previous,  by 
falling  down  stairs ;  and,  from  that  time  until  I  came  under  the  care  of 
Dr.  Young,  it  continued  to  slip  out  of  joint  quite  often.  It  would  often 
require  the  aid  of  three  or  four  assistants  and  the  physician  to  set  it,  and 
the  operation  was  very  painful  to  endure.  Quite  a  number  of  different 
Surgeons  had  set  it,  and  been  consulted,  to  know  if  there  was  any  way 
that  it  could  be  retained  in  its  place.  None  g;ave  me  any  encourage- 
ment ;  and,  during  the  time  that  I  remained  under  the  treatment  of  J.  L. 
Blake  and  G.  T.  Blake,  and  Houghton,  which  was  not  far  from  four 
months,  previous  to  my  coming  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Young,  they  set 
my  shoulder  every  day  ;  and  they  tried  all  means  they  could  invent,  to 
retain  it  in  its  place,  but  in  vain. 

When  Dr.  Young  commenced  attending  me,  he  set  my  shoulder  sever- 
al times,  during  the  first  two  weeks,  without  any  assistants,  by  taking 
hold  of  the  arm  near  the  elbow  with  his  right  hand  (,  as  it  was  my  right 
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shoulder  that  was  dislocated),  and  his  left  hand  hold  of  the  shoulder,  with- 
his  finders,  upon  or  over  the  dislocated  bone,  which  he  pressed  into  joint, 
as  he  elevated,  and  carried  the  arm  forward,  with  his  right  hand. 

When  he  had  attended  me  about  two  weeks,  he  fixed  a  pad,  to  put  on 
my  shoulder,  which  effectually  prevents  the  shoulder  from  being  disloca- 
ted when  I  wear  it;  and  he  prepared  some  linimint  to  bathe  on  my 
shoulder,  to  take  down  the  swelling  and  strengthen  it,  which  linimint 
was  superior  to  any  thing  I  had  ever  before  tried. 

My  shoulder  now  is  as  strong  and  appears  to  be  as  well  as  ever.  It 
will  keep  in  place  now,  and  I  am  not  obliged  to  wear  the  pad. 

I  likewise  had  a  renal  or  urinary  difficulty  which  caused  a  retention  of 
urine,  which  had  obliged  me  to  have  a  physician  visit  me,  twice  a  day, 
for  about  six  months,  to  use  the  catheter,  not  being  able  to  pass  urine 
once,  during  that  time,  without  the  aid  of  the  catheter;  and,  during  this 
time,  I  was  under  constant  medical  treatment,  four  months  of  the  time, 
as  above  stated.  I  was  attended  by  J.  L,  Blake,  M.  D.,  G.  T.  Blake,  M. 
D.,  and  Houghton,  in  Co.  While  I  remained  under  their  treatment,  I 
could  not  perceive  any  improvement  in  my  disease.  My  urine  would  of- 
ten change  its  color  and  appearance,  sometimes  being  nearly  black,  as 
though  pounded  charcoal  had  been  put  in  it,  especially  if  I  was  neglect- 
ed twenty-four  or  thirty-six  hours.  [T.  Watson,  M.  D.,  Page  917,  says, 
that  there  has  been  observed,  though  very  rarely,  a  form  of  black  urine 
depending  upon  the  presence,  in  the  secretion,  of  a  peculiar  principle, 
which  Dr.  Marcet  named  melanic  acid.] 

After  I  had  been  under  thorough  medical  treatment  by  Dr.  Young, 
between  two  and  three  weeks,  and  when  I  had  been  kept  under  the  re- 
laxing influence  of  lobelia  and  the  vapor  bath,  I  passed  urine  for  the  first 
time;  and  quite  a  quantity  of  gravel,  resembling  pounded  brick  in  ap- 
pearance, passed  off  from  my  bladder  with  the  urine.  And,  during  three 
weeks  following,  while  under  Dr.  Young's  treatment,  several  gravels  of 
a  large  size  passed  off,  by  the  assistance  of  the  doctor  and  the  nurse  E. 
Stetson,  and  my  own  efforts ;  some  nearly  an  inch  in  length,  which 
gave  me  severe  pain,  when  they  passed  through  the  urethra,  which  they 
actually  passed.  Three  of  these,  I  am  informed,  Dr.  Young  has  had  an- 
alyzed, by  A.  A.  Hays  and  J.  R.  Loomis,  chemists.  There  would  more 
or  less  fine  gravels  pass  off,  in  connexion  with  the  larger  ones, — some- 
times a  table-spoonful.  As  soon  as  the  gravels  commenced  passing  off,  I 
commenced  to  be  better  of  my  retention  of  urine ;  and  I  could  get  along 
a  part  of  the  time,  without  the  use  of  the  catheter.  Ha  treated  me,  at 
this  time,  about  six  weeks,  when  I  was  able  to  do  house  work,  which  I 
did  for  Mr.  Church,  earning  my  weekly  wages.  Since,  I  have  had  an- 
other attack,  and  several  more  gravels  have  passed  off  under  the  treat- 
ment of  Dr.  Young, — the  last,  about  four  weeks  since.  What  these 
gravels  are  composed  of  I  do  not  know ; — but,  that  they  were  formed 
within  my  urinary  organs,  and  passed  off  from  the  bladder,  through  the 
urethra,  or  natural  passage,  are  facts.  They  are  not  clay  or  brick 
burnt,  as  said  to  be  by  some.     My  health  is  now  good. 

Phillips,  Franklin,  ss.,  May  6th,  A.  D.  1848.  S.  K.  M. 

Franklin,  as.,  May  6th,  1848. 

Sworn  to  before  me, 

W.  Sherburn,  Justice  of  Peace. 
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Prof.  Newton  : — Sir, — I  send  you,  above,  a  copy  of  a  deposition 
which  I  have  in  my  possession ;  and,  as  to  that  part  which  concerns  me 
or  came  under  my  knowledge,  I  can  bear  testimony  to  the  truth  of  it.  I 
assisted  in  passing  off  a  large  gravel  or  calculus  from  the  bladder  through 
the  urethra. 

Phillips,  Dec,  12th,  1848.  Wm.  Young,  M.  D. 

We  can  certify  to  the  truth  of  the  above  deposition,  so  far  as  has  come 
under  our  knowledge,  and  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  there  was  any 
deception  in  the  case.  Dr.  Young  is  a  physician  of  high  standing  and 
reputation,  sustains  a  good  moral  character,  and  is  our  family  physician. 

William  Church.  ) 
Marg't.   Church.  J 

I,  E.  Stetson,  of  Hanson,  in  the  County  of  Plymouth,  and  State  of 
Massachusetts,  single  woman,  of  the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  on  oath,  de- 
pose and  say, — That  I  was  at  Wm.  Church's,  when  S.  K.  M.  came  to  W. 
Church's,  and  was  placed  under  the  medical  care  of  Dr.  Young  of  Phil- 
lips, and  I  slept  with  her  every  night,  (with  the  exception  of  three  or  four, 
when  I  was  away  on  a  visit,)  from  the  time  she  came  there,  the  eleventh 
of  October,  A.  D.  1847,  to  the  sixteenth  of  January,  A.  D.  1848.  About 
three  weeks  after  she  came  to  Wm.  Church's,  and  commenced  Dr. 
Young's  medical  treatment,  I  assisted  her,  with  my  finger,  in  passing  from 
her  bladder,  a  gravel  of  considerable  size.  It  was  followed  by  a  consid- 
erable quantity  of  finer  gravels,  some  nearly  as  large  as  fine  peas.  She 
commenced  then  to  be  better  of  her  retention  of  urine,  which  had  obliged 
her  to  have  a  catheter  used  daily  for  a  number  of  months,  by  a  physician. 
She  had  three  or  four  of  these  large  gravels  pass  off,  during  three  or  four 
weeks,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  finer  gravels.  Dr.  Young  attended 
her  about  six  weeks,  when  her  health  became  good,  and  remained  so  un- 
til I  left,  the  sixteenth  day  of  January.  I  think  it  could  not  have  been 
possible  for  S.  K.  M.  to  have  pounded  up  and  whittled  out  brick,  and  put 
it  where  I  found  these,  and  deceive  me.  I  saw  nothing  to  cause  me  to 
think  there  was  any  deception  in  the  case. 

Dated,  at  Halifax,  this  sixth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1848. 

Emeline  Stetson. 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 
Plymouth,  ss. — On  the  sixth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight,  the  aforesaid  deponent  was  ex- 
amined, and  cautioned,  and  sworn,  agreeably  to  law,  to  the  deposition 
aforesaid  by  her  subscribed,  taken  at  the  request  of  Wm.  Young  of  Phil- 
lips, in  the  State  of  Maine. 

Joshua  Smith,  Justice  of  Peace. 

Prof.  C.  Newton  : — Sir, — The  above  is  a  copy  of  a  deposition  which 
I  obtained  by  mail,  and  have  in  my  possession. 

If  you  think  the  within  would  be  pro  bono  publico,  you  may  give  them 
a  place  in  your  excellent  Journal,  as  you  did  my  private  letter. 

Phillips,  Me.,  Dec.  12th,  1848.  Wm.  Young,  M.  D. 

I  have  a  great  number  of  certificates,  in   my  possession,  of  my  moral 
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character,  and  will  give  you  below  a  copy  of  a  few  of  them  for  .your  satis- 
faction. 

Newport,  Nov.  30th,  1846. 

This  certifies,  that,  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge,  Dr.  Wm.  Young  of 
this  town,  is  a  person  of  sober  life  and  conversation,  and  sustains  a  good 
moral  character. 

E.  Pillseury.  \       Selectmen 

D.    Steward.  >  of 

D.    Sanborn,  j     Newport,  lie. 

Newport,  Sept.  SVth,  1847. 

This  may  certify,  that  Dr.  Wm.  Young,  as  far  as  has  come  to  our 
knowledge,  is  a  person  of  sober  life  and  conversation,  and  sustains  a  good 
moral  character. 

Edward  Rowe.  \       Selectmen. 

D.  Sanborn.        >  of 

D.  Steward.       )    Newport,  Me. 


Phillips,  Oct.Wth,  1847. 

This  may  certify,  that  Dr.  Wm.  Young  of  this  town,  is  a  gentleman 
of  sober  life  and  conversation,  and,  according  to  the  best  of  our  know- 
ledge, sustains  a  good  moral  character. 

Darius  Howard.  )    Selectmen  of. 
W.  H.  Jossleyn.  )    Phillips,  Me. 


CHRONIC  INFLAMMATION  OF  LIVER. 

BY    W.    A.    WRIGHT,    M.    D. 

Dr.  NEWTON,-^In  the  month  of  April,  1846,  I  was  called  to  visit  aru 
old  lady  about  fifty-five  or  sixty  years  of  age,  who  had  been  laboring  un- 
der a  chronic  affection  of  the  liver  for  many  years.  She  had  been  treat- 
ed by  many  Old-School  physicians,  but  had  only  been  partially  relieved.. 
In  fact,  the  treatment  received  had  seemed  to  seat  the  disease  more  deep- 
ly in  the  system,  as  she  continually  failed,  and  her  friends  all  predicted 
her  immediate  dissolution. 

I  found  her  laboring  under  the  following  symptoms  :  viz.,  a  yellow- 
ness of  the  skin,  pain  in  the  head,  and  in  the  side  and  shoulder,  an  occa- 
sional cough,  loss  of  appetite,  bad  taste  in  the  mouth,  great  distress  after 
eating,  heartburn,  constipation  of  the  bowels,  and  many  other  indications 
of  great  debility,  which  caused,  from  all  her  friends,  the  prognosis  above 
mentioned. 

I  commenced  the  treatment,  by  giving  some  of  our  best  tonics  and 
stimulants,  to  prepare  the  system  for  a  more  energetic  course.  I  then 
gave  a  full  course  of  medicine,  which  relieved  her  very  much.  This 
treatment  I  followed  with  the  anti-bilious  pills,  which  caused  the  liver  to 
emulge,  and    had  a  most  happy  effect  in  giving  strength  and  natural  ac- 
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■lion  to  that  organ.  I  continued  a  tonic  treatment,  with  an  occasional 
course  and  the  pills,  and,  in  one  month,  she  walked  one  mile  to  church, 
and  has,  to  this  time,  enjoyed  excellent  health.  I  have  not  reported  this 
case,  because  there  is  any  thing  remarkable  about  it,  but  to  show  how 
•easy  it  is  for  a  Botanic  doctor  to  cure  many  patients  who  are  pronounced 
incurable,  and  after  the  skill  of  the  old  Faculty  is  exhausted.  The  more  I 
see  of  our  Practice,  the  better  I  like  it;  and  lam  fully  convinced,  thas 
all  would  embrace  it,  if  they  would  lay  aside  their  prejudice,  and  become 
acquainted  with  the  efficacy  of  our  remedies. 
Barnessville,  Pike  Co,,  Ga.,  Feb.,  1848. 


From  the  New  York  Tribune, 

The  cholera. 

As  the  public  tranquility  has  been  suddenly  disturbed  by  the  reappear- 
ance of  this  formidable  malady  amongst  us,  it  seems  to  be  a  plain  and 
positive  duty  for  those,  who  have  had  experience  of  the  disease,  and  have 
reflected  upon  it,  and  elicited  truths  respecting  it,  to  offer  them  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public. 

In  1832,  I  had  a  large  experience  of  it  in  England,  being  at  that  time 
one  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Board  of  Health,  appointed  by  the 
Government  for  'its  investigation  and  treatment;  and,  since  then,  I  have 
been  engaged  in* similar  investigations  and  services,  which  have  caused 
eie  to  reflect,  and,  I  hope,  to  elicit  some  truths,  not  known  to  every  one 
1 — perhaps  not  to  any  -one. 

The  symptoms  of  the  cholera,  according  to  the  best  authorities,  differ 
in  places,  persons,  and  seasons  ;  yet  there  are  certain  distinctive  symp- 
toms which  characterize  it  invariably.  These  are  a  lurid  or  leaden  hut 
of  the  skin,  especially  of  the  face  and  hands — deadly  coldness  of  the 
body,  it  being  simply  of  the  temperature  of  the  atmosphere — cramps  of 
the  muscles  and  spasms  of  the  alimentary  viscera,  and  a  id  hit ey -yellow 
discharge  from  the  stomach  and  bowels,  of  the  consistence  and  color  of 
rice  toattr.  The  animal  heat  is  never  restored,  if  the  disease  terminates 
fatally.     If  the  animal  heat   be  restored,  the  disease  terminates  in  favor. 

The  disease  is  contagious  and  infectious.  The  effluvia  of  a  diseased 
person  will,  under  certain  circumstances,  re-produce  the  disease  in  anoth- 
er person,  just  as  typhus  fever,  gangrenous  erysipelas,  or  plague  will, 
This  I  have  largely  noticed.  The  disease  has  been  brought  home  by  one 
member  of  a  family,  and  the  whole  family  has  been  mown  down. 

The  persons  who  are  liable  to  the  disease  are  the  miserably  poor,  the 
destitute,  the  dissolute,  the  abandoned,  the  debauchees,  the  diseased,  and 
the  fearful.  Those  who  are  healthy,  and  wholesomely  cleaned,  clad,  fed , 
and  employed,  are  not  likely  to  take  it,  except  they  are  afraid,  and  they 
need  not  be.  The  man  who  takes  the  proper  care  of  his  body  and  soul 
is  safe,  tearfulness  is  disease  of  the  mind,  and  will  be  followed  by  dis- 
ease of  the  body.     I  was  in  the  midst  of  the  disease  for  weeks  together,, 
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day  and  ni<rht,  and  so  was  an  excellent  fearless  nurse,  that  I  prized,  and 
we  both  went  through  safe. 

There  is  a  peculiar  state  of  the  air  when  the  disease  appears.  A  great 
quantity  of  vapor  and  gases  are  suspended  in  it,  near  the  earth,  and  the 
temperature  is  warmer  than  usual  by  day,  but  cold  at  night.  It  is  much 
the  same  sort  of  air  as  that  in  an  ill-ventilated  wash-house — damp,  clam- 
my muggy.  I  want  words  to  express  my  meaning.  The  damp  air  hangs 
about  you— clings  to  you. 

The  exnlanation  of  the  disease  is  this :  The  blood  of  the  persons  who 
take  it  is  but  poorly  organized — that  is,  there  is  not  enough  of  good  ele- 
ments sufficiently  combined  with  the  caloric  in  the  lungs  to  keep  each 
part  vigorous.  The  air  is  composed  of  cne-half  vapor  and  deleterious 
o-ases,  and  does  not  furnish  as  much  oxygen  gas  for  combustion  in  the 
lungs  as  is  requisite  for  the  heat  of  the  blood  in  health;  therefore,  a  chil- 
ly nitfht  robs  the  body  of  its  heat  faster  than  it  makes  it,  and  it  sinks  be- 
low the  standard  of  life. 

The  breathing  is  diminished,  because  neither  the  lungs,  which  carry 
on  the  involuntary  part  of  respiration,  nor  the  brain,  which  carries  on 
the  voluntary  part,  are  supplied  with  good  blood.  The  life,  therefore, 
has  beo-un  the  descending  process,  and,  if  not  hindered,  will  complete  it. 

The  blood  not  being  caloricised — that  is,  combined  with  caloric  in  the 
lungs,  the  cause  of  its  redness  and  vitality — is  lurid  and  leaden,  and 
the  patient  often  appears  as  if  he  were  black-leaded  for  a  ghost.  The 
blood  has  no  warmth  to  give  out,  and  therefore  the  patient  is  cold ;  and, 
as  there  is  not  enough  of  caloric  in  the  solids  and  fluids  to  keep  them  or- 
ganized, the  thin  part  of  the  blood  oozes  away  as  in  death,  and  the  thick- 
er part  becomes  clotty.     There  is  hardly  any  circulation — no  pulse. 

The  same  thing  happens  in  plague  and  malignant  fevers.  I  have  seen 
it  produced  in  men  who  have  been  inhaling  the  unwholesome  air  of  a 
well  or  a  mine.  We  often  see  it  in  a  hospital,  or  in  close,  crowded,  un- 
ventilated,  filthy  alleys.  If  a  man  have  poor  blood  and  bad  air,  with  ex- 
posure to  night  chills,  he  is  ready  for  any  disease  that  may  be  in  the 
way. 

Much  has  been  written  upon  the  condition  of  the  atmosphere,  as  the 
origin  of  this  disease.  Now  be  it  remembered,  that  the  atmosphere  is 
composed  of  only  two  gasses,  oxygen  and  nitrogen,  and  both  of  them  are 
requisite  to  life  and  health.  There  may  be  more  or  less  of  other  gasses 
of  a  poisonous  nature  in  the  atmosphere — as  the  compounds  of  carbon, 
sulphur,  phosphorus,  and  hydrogen,  all  of  which  are  awful  poisons  to  the 
blood  of  man.  Carboretted  sulphuret  of  hydrogen  is  a  most  deadly  com- 
pound. It  is  produced  abundantly  from  decomposing  animal  and  vegeta- 
ble substances. 

But,  though  we  analyzed  the  air  most  perfectly  in  every  place,  we 
could  not  operate  upon  it  sensibly.  One  thing,  however,  I  would  strong- 
ly impress  upon  the  public  :  Do  not  use  any  so-called  disinfecting  fluids . 
You  are  ignorant  of  what  is  in  the  air ;  do  not  add  to  your  ignorance  the 
error  of  putting  something  more  there,  of  which  and  of  its  effects,  you  are 
equally  as  ignorant. 

Use  air,  water,  and  jire,  for  the  experience  of  all  mankind  attest  their 
benefit.     One  thing  only  can  be  of  any  service  to  the  atmosphere — plen- 


CURIOUS    SURGICAL    CASE.  31 

*y  of  dry  heat  If  the  sun  do  not  shine,  make  large  fires,  if  you  please. 
The  fire  of  London  stayed  the  plague.  If  the  people  of  the  miserable 
districts  of  the  city  were  provided  for,  the  destruction  of  these  districts 
by  fire  would  be  a  public  blessing.  The  caloric  would  decompose  the 
miasma,  and  render  it  harmless. 

We  can  do  no  more,  however,  with  the  people  than  with  the  air.  If 
the  population  can  be  cleaned,  clothed,  and  fed  wholesomely,  employed 
usefully  by  day,  and  found  wholesome  warm  lodging  for  thej  night,  to 
which  they  return  early  and  sleep,  the  state  of  the  air  is  not  of  much  con- 
sequence. To  all  persons,  early  retirement  to  bed  is  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance. All  persons  who  have  the  cholera,  are  seized  with  it  late  at 
night  or  early  in  the  morning.  An  early  warm  sleep  saves  you  from  its 
attack.  If  all  public  places,  and  all  private  ones,  were  closed  by  10  or 
11,  and  all  the  people  in  bed  and  asleep,  we  are  safe  enough. 

Let  me  give  the  reason  why  early  slee'p  is  best.  The  sooner  you  sleep 
after  your  last  meal,  the  better  is  your  blood  for  circulation  and  nourish- 
ment. Your  brain  and  lungs,  the  organs  upon  which  your  life  depends, 
will  have  the  best  of  it  to  repair  them,  ere  it  be  spent  on  other  parts  less 
necessary  for  you.  Spend  it  upon  a  play,  a  ball,  a  party,  or  on  business, — 
you  have  it  not.  Besides,  the  first  part  of  the  night  is  quietest.  Sleep 
while  you  may. 

Wash  yourself  thoroughly  in  a  warm  room,  clothe  yourself  comfortably, 
feed  yourself  satisfactorily  and  temperately,  employ  yourself  entirely,  and 
go  to  bed  early  and  sleep,  and  you  will  be  safe  enough.  Employment  is 
the  soul  of  health.     An  idle  man  is  always  ill. 

Respecting  food,  some  may  desire  a  word.  Everything  is  food  which 
will  make  blood.  Alcohol  and  tobacco  do  not.  Meat,  fish,  fowl,  vegeta- 
bles, grains,  fruits,  and  roots  will.  Take  what  your  wants  and  appetites 
require.  Judge  for  yourself  what  suits  you.  What  are  your  instincts, 
appetites,  and  reason  for  1  Can  they  not  tell  you  what  you  want  for 
dinner  ?  Go  back  again  and  be  a  baby.  Get  some  good  lady  to  take 
care  of  you  and  feed  you. 

You  desire  good  food  when  you  have  no  fear  of  the  cholera — you  de- 
sire it  now.  Take  it,  if  you  can  get  it.  You  need  not  be  afraid  of  tea 
and  coffee  now,  if  they  did  not  hurt  you  before.  A  good  apple  or  other 
fruit  in  its  place,  with  other  food,  is  just  as  requisite  now,  as  at  any  time. 
Attend  to  your  stomach  two  or  three  times4  a  day ;  attend  to  your  bowels 
once  a  day — be  sure  of  that;  not  with  pill  and  potion  ;  give  them  oppor- 
tunity, that's  all.  J.  M.  Shearman,  M.  D ., 

203  Bleecker  Street 


From  an  Exchange  Paper. 

CURIOUS  SURGICAL  CASE.- 

A  child  a  short  time  since  in  Newburg,  Canada  West,  fell  and  re- 
ceived a  large  wound  in  the  head,  through  which  the  brains  protruded, 
A  portion  of  the  brains  were  cut  away  by  Dr.  Cary,  in  all  about  thres 
ounces,  and,  strange  to  tell,  the  child  has  survived  and  is  now  well. 
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From  the  Standard. 

TOBACCO  AND  RUM. 

The  more  we  observe  and  reflect  on  the  relation  between  the  use  of 
rum  and  that  of  tobacco,  the  more  we  are  convinced  of  the  evil  influence 
of  chewing  and  smoking,  in  leading  to  the  use  of  strong  drink.  If  there 
were  no  other  reason  to  establish  the  relationship,  it  were  enough  that 
the  habits  are  allied,  and  that  men  who  submit  to  one  bad  habit,  are 
more  likely  to  yield  to  others.  We  observe  a  large  number  of  boys,  mere 
children,  smoking  in  the  streets,  and  at  the  corners.  What  but  the  force 
of  the  imitative  principle  would  lead  them  to  the  disgusting  practice? 
The  example  of  older  persons  has  misled  them.  The  example  of  grcg- 
drinking  is  also  set  before  them,  and  does  any  one  believe,  that  they  will 
be  as  likely  to  resist  it,  as  if  they  had  not  learned  to  use  tobacco  ?  Every 
lad  who  chews  or  smokes,  has  taken  one  step,  and  a  long  one,  too,  to- 
wards learning  to  be  a  rum-drinker  and  a  drunkard.  We  wish  our 
friends  would  think  of  these  things,  and  do  everything  in  their  power  to 
discourage  the  use  of  tobacco  among  young  and  old. 


From  Water-Cure  for  Ladies. 

•    COFFEE. 

There  is  little,  or  less  error,  respecting  the  use  and  effect  of  coffee 
than  of  tea.  In  moderation,  it  is  often  reccom mended,  as  a  healthy  sa- 
lutary drink.  Let  it  forever  be  remembered,  that  water  is  the  best  thing. 
The  following  experiments,  made  by  Dr.  J.  Burdell  of  this  city,  as 
well  as  the  experiments  of  Dr.  Beaumont,  and  others,  show  at  once  the 
true  character  of  these  articles  : 

"  During  my  dental  practice,"  says  Dr.  Burdell,  "  I  have  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  observing  the  condition  of  those  of  my  patrons  who  were  in  the 
habit  of  drinking  strong  tea,  and  I  have  found  that  such  persons  have 
weak,  irritable,  and  sensitive  nerves.  This  led  me  to  make  some  exper- 
iments, the  result  of  which  I  now  present  to  the  public. 

"  I  took  a  pound  of  young  hyson  tea,  and,  after  steeping  it  in  soft 
water,  boiled  it  down  to  half  a  pint.  I  then  procured  a  rabbit,  of  about 
three  months'  old,  and  kept  it  without  food  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to 
leave  the  stomach  empty,"  then  gave  it  ten  drops  of  the  decoction,  hold- 
ing its  head  in  a  position  to  cause  the  fluid  to  enter  the  stomach.  The 
animal  appeared  to  be  somewhat  exhilarated  for  the  space  of  three  or  four 
minutes,  then  laid  down  on  his  side  and  began  moaning  as  if  in  great  dis- 
tress, and,  in  about  ten  minutes  from  the  time  of  ray  administering  the 
dose,  its  struggles  ended  in  death,  the  limbs  being  distended  and  very  stiff. 

"  I  also  tried  the  effects  of  tea  on  a  young  cat,  of  the  same  age,  after 
making  another  decoction,  (from  black  tea,  which  the  person  who  sold  it 
said  was  of  the  best  quality,  and  was  highly  reccommended  by  a  cele- 
brated physician,  to  a  lady  in  delicate  health,)  similar  to  the  first,  but 
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rather  more  powerful,  as  I  boiled  it  down  to  less  than  a  gill,  which  result- 
ed in  the  same  way,  but  in  shorter  time,  as  the  animal  ceased  to  breathe 
in  less  than  three  minutes,  although  the  dose  was  not  as  large  as  I  gave 
the  rabit,  being  but  eight  drops. 

"  I  also  took  a  pound  of  coffee,  in  its  natural  state,  and  boiled  it  in 
the  same  manner  as  I  did  the  tea,  and  administered  it  in  the  same  way, 
but  had  great  difficulty  in  keeping  it  in  the  stomach  long  enough  to  pro- 
duce much  effect,  before  it  was  thrown  off  by  vomiting ;  but,  when  it 
could  be  kept  down  for  any  length  of  time,  it  destroyed  life,  but  took 
longer  to  do  it  than  tea.  The  cause  of  this  is,  coffee  is  of  a  more  oily 
nature.  Those  who  feel  sick  at  the  stomach  will  seldom  call  for  coffee, 
but  tea.  The  cause  of  this  is,  tea  acts  much  quicker  in  stimulating  the 
energies  of  the  stomach.     For  this  reason  it  may  be  used  as  a  medicine. 


From  the  American  Cabinet. 

THE  PHYSIOLOGY  OF  THE  BODY  AS  CONNECTED  Y/ITH 

PERSPIRATION. 

BY    DR.    F.    K.    ROBERTSON. 

It  seems  that,  during  the  last  half  of  the  last  century,  the  science  of 
inorganic  chemistry  received  a  large  addition  of  facts,  and  underwent  an 
almost  total  remodeling;  and  it  is  probable,  from  the  present  interest 
manifested  in  the  science  of  physiology,  or  organic  chemistry,  by  Prof. 
Leibig,  and  others  engaged  in  the  investigation  of  its  laws,  that,  by  the 
close  of  the  first  half  of  the  present  century,  it  will  also  have  undergone 
a  change  equally  great. 

Those  who  have  regarded  physiology  principally  in  a  mechanical  light, 
may  be  surprised  that  we  have  placed  this  term  in  opposition  to  inorgan- 
ic chemistry.  But  modern  discoveries  have  rendered  it  strictly  correct. 
It  is  true,  that  there  is  a  variety  of  mechanical  principles  concerned  in 
the  immediate  functions  of  vitality.  But  we  should  also  recollect,  that  it 
was  by  their  pneumatic  apparatus  and  other  machinery,  that  Priestley, 
Scheele,  Lavoisier,  and  D.ivy  were  enabled  to  make  their  splendid  dis- 
coveries in  the  lower  fields  of  ultimate  or  inorganic  chemistry. 

Human  life  is  a  higher,  and  the  highest  grade  of  terrestrial  chemistry 
— a  system  where  we  find  the  most  intricate  combination  of  simpler 
matters  of  the  earth,  acting  again  as  elements  of  a  higher  order,  possessed 
of  a  susceptibility  of  change,  of  motion,  of  inter-recomposition  and  won- 
derful phenomena:  yes,  of  superadded  powers,  that  seem  to  be  in  an  ac- 
celerated proportion  with  their  complexity,  and  which  are  as  much  more 
wonderful  than  the  laws  of  the  solar  system,  as  the  magnitude  of  that  is 
more  sublime  than  the  humbler  proportions  of  man. 

So  completely  is  the  human  constitution  found  to  be  one  great  multi- 
plex chemical  laboratory,  that  some  are  startled  to  find  how  far  the  devel- 
opment of  the  body  and  even  the  mind  and  thought  itself  are  traceable  to 
the  action  of  chemical  causes. 
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The  multitude  of  physiological  questions,  yet  unsolved,  gives  the  sci- 
ence an  aspect  of  an  almost  interminable  field  of  discovery.  We  pro- 
pose to  give  the  readers  of  the  American  Cabinet,  in  a  series  of  papers, 
of  which  the  present  is  the  first  number,  the  benefiit  of  our  researches 
which  have  been  made  during  a  number  of  years. 

On  penetrating  the  outer  envelope  of  man,  we  discover  an  immense 
number  of  the  minutest  tubes,  originating  in  little  glands,  deep-seated  in 
the  skin.  These  vessels  open  upon  the  external  surface,  and  are  the 
passages  of  the  perspiratory  fluid.  But  the  thing  remarkable  about  them, 
and  which  we  shall  first  consider,  is  their  spiral  construction.  It  is 
known  to  be  an  important  condition  of  health,  that  the  amount  of  perspi- 
ration should  vary  in  accordance  with  the  variations  of  temperature  of 
the  body  and  surrounding  atmosphere.  There  is  sufficient  evidence  that 
one  cause  of  this  variation  is  the  contraction  and  expansion  of  the  cali- 
bre of  the  perspiratory  tubes,  when  acted  upon  by  heat  or  cold.  Not- 
withstanding the  elasticity  of  the  skin,  its  sensibility  to  heat  and  cold,  if 
the  quantity  of  perspiration  varied  in  direct  proportion  to  this  variation 
of  calibre,  the  regulating  effect  would  not  be  sufficient.  But  these  ves- 
sels must  possess  what  is  termed  capillary  attraction  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree. From  the  influence  of  this  it  is  found  that  these  tubes  present  a 
resistance  to  the  passage  of  fluids  in  an  inverse  proportion  as  their  char- 
acter is  diminished;  and  vice  versa.  This  is  just  the  principle  demand- 
ed to  regulate  the  quantity  of  the  perspiration. — But  still,  if  the  perspira- 
tory vessels  passed  in  a  direct  line  through  the  skin,  the  adequate 
variation  would  not  be  effected. — Some  means  is  then  wanting  to  multi- 
ply the  capillary  attraction — or  rather  resistance.  For  this  very  purpose 
the  perspiratory  outlets  have  conferred  on  them  their  tortuous  or  spiral 
formation;  which,  increasing  the  length,  increases  also  the  regulating 
power. 

There  is  an  analogy  between  these  tubes  and  the  coilfng  of  the 
worm  in  the  still ;  with  this  difference : — that  in  the  still  the  object  is  to 
multiply  the  radiation  of  heat,  and  in  the  perspiratory  tubes  to  multiply 
capillary  resistance.  They  may  also  be  compared  to  the  safety  valves  in 
a  steam  engine.  And  we  should  be  admonished,  that,  when  they  are 
impaired,  the  engine  of  life  is  in  danger. 

The  amount  of  specific  design  which  seems  to  have  been  expended  up- 
on this  system  of  vessels,  is  in  proportion  to  the  importance  of  their 
functions.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  healthy  body  maintains  the  same 
temperature  in  all  latitudes  and  seasons. — This  equilibrium  of  tempera- 
ture is  preserved,  in  a  great  measure,  by  the  cooling  effect  of  perspiration. 
The  power  of  evaporation  to  produce  cold  involves  a  principle  hitherto 
unexplained.  That  vapor  rising  from  a  heated  substance  should  continue 
to  cool  it,  until  it  is  reduced  to  the  temperature  of  the  surrounding  at- 
mosphere, does  not  seem  wonderful,  as  that  may  be  assigned  to  the  ten- 
dency of  heat  to  seek  an  equilibrium.  But  that  it  should  continue  to 
cool  it,  until  it  is  reduced  to  the  freezing  point  in  a  summer  atmosphere 
is  truly  surprising.  The  rationale  seems  to  be  this  :  warm  dry  air  has 
such  an  affinity  for  water  as  to  force  it  into  a  state  of  vapor,  independent 
of  the  direct  effect  of  caloric.  Notwithstanding  caloric  is  an  indispensa- 
ble condition  of  its  expansion,  and  as  any  solids  with  which  the  water 
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may  be  in  contact,  are  better  conductors  of  heat  than  dry  air,  it  abstracts 
the  most  from  them. 

If  the  quantity  of  perspiration  was  fixed,  and  the  amount  necessary  for 
July  should  continue  in  January,  we  should  be  liable  to  perish  with  cold 
in  passing  from  one  neighbor's  house  to  another.  Again,  if  there  were 
no  perspiration,  the  body  would  be  liable  to  become  greatly  heated  like 
other  solid  substances. 

The  damages  that  would  result  to  the  body,  should  it  be  subject  to 
these  changes  of  temperature,  must  take  the  most  immediate  effect  upon 
its  chemistry.  The  processes  of  fermentation  and  putrefaction,  by  which 
organic  substances  revert  to  simple  inorganic  compounds,  require  a  tem- 
perature of  near  100  deg.  Fah.  Several  degrees  higher  or  lower  arrest 
the  process.  A  definite  degree  of  heat  is  even  more  necessary  to  the  vi- 
to-chemical  changes  of  life.  Therefore,  all  the  operations  of  nature,  in 
the  human  system,  are  disturbed,  if  its  temperature  varies  but  a  little 
from  the  healthy  standard — ninety-eight  degrees.  Were  one  of  the 
several  provisions  for  preserving  this  equilibrium — were  the  admirable 
system  of  safety  valves  we  have  been  describing  obliterated,  a  few  more 
summers  and  winters  would  exterminate  the  human  race. 

To  conclude,  we  can  but  express  our  gratitude  to  Him  who  hath  so 
"  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made  us." 


HEMATURIA. 

Phy so-Medical  Practice  versus  Allopathic. 

I  give  below  a  cursory  description  of  my  disease  and  its  progress,  and 
cure.  The  deep  gratitude  I  owe  to  Dr.  Wm.  Young,  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  my  life,  and  restoring  to  me  the  blessings  of  health,  and  the  hope 
of  hereby  benefiting  mankind,  induce  me  to  give  to  the  public  this  cer- 
tificate. 

The  20th  of  last  March,  when  I  voided  urine  as  usual,  I  noticed,  that 
the  snow  appeared  as  if  blood  had  been  emptied  upon  it.  My  health, 
previous  to  this,  had  been  quite  poor  for  some  time. 

From  this  time,  my  urine  appeared  to  be  very  bloody,  sometimes  half 
blood,  sometimes  nearly  all  blood, — my  health  and  strength  failed  quite 
fast.  I  immediately  applied  for  Medical  aid  to  J.  L.  Blake,  M.  D,  G, 
T.  Blake,  M.  D.,  and  Houghton,  M.  D.,  who  practiced  in  Company  at 
Phillips.  They  prescribed  for  me,  one  and  all,  for  about  four  months. 
They  tried  every  medicine  which  they  thought  afforded  the  least  prospect 
of  benefiting  me  ;  but  I  continued  to  fail ;  and  not  once,  during  all  the 
time  they  attended  me,  did  I  void  urine  without  its  being  incorporated 
with  blood.  About  the  first  of  August  last,  the  old  Dr.  J.  L.  B.  told 
me,  that  I  must  run  down  and  die,  unless  somethink  in  nature  turned 
favorable, — that  there  was  no  medicine  that  would  help  me.  I  had,  by 
this  time,  become  very  pale,  and  so  weak  that  I  could  only  just  move  about. 
I  will  leave  the  reader  to  imagine   my  feelings, — failing  as  I  was,  daily, 
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with  the  last  hope  of  relief  banished  from  me,  and  my  neighbors,  and  a)] 
who  saw  me,  saying,  that  I  could  not  live  long. 

About  this  time  Dr.  Wm.  Young,  a  PhysoMedical  Physician  and 
Suro-eon  of  Phillips  was  called  into  the  neighborhood  to  see  one  of  my 
neighbors.  Some  of  them  mentioned  to  him  my  case.  Dr.  Y.  asked 
them  why  I  did  not  call  on  him,  and  stated  to  them  that  he  could  cure 
me.  Of  this  my  neighbor  soon  informed  me,  and  was  very  anxious,  that 
I  should  call  on  Dr.  Y.  I  told  him  I  had  no  faith  in  Dr.  Y.  I  thought, 
as  one  of  my  neighbors  had  said,  when  I  asked  his  opinion  about  em- 
ploying Dr.  Young,  that  it  was  the  height  cf  folly,  to  think  that  Dr.  Y. 
could  help  me,  if  the  old  Dr.  who  had  been  in  practice  twenty-five  or 
thirty  years,  could  not  help  me, — assisted,  as  he  was,  by  two  young  phy- 
sicians. I  concluded  I  would  call  on  Dr.  Young,  and,  if  he  had  confi- 
dence enough  to  doctor  me  on  the  condition  "  No  cure  no  pay,"  I  would 
let  him  try,  without  any  faith  on  my  part  that  he  would  help  me.  When 
he  examined  my  case,  he  told  me  the  cause,  and  said  he  was  confident  he 
could  help  me;  and  agreed  "  to  cure  me  or  receive  no  pay.'"  He  pre- 
pared some  medicine)  and  gave  me  directions  what  course  to  pursue.  I 
commenced  taking  it  on  Saturday,  the  18th  of  August.,  1848,  about  noon. 
I  took  the  medicine,  as  directed,  that  afternoon,  Sunday,  and  Monday, 
and  I  could  perceive  that  1  began  to  be  better;  and,  by  Tuesday  noon, 
my  urine,  was  as  clear  as  water,  and  I  have  not  seen  a  symptom  of  the 
disease  since.  I  took  his  medicines  a  few  weeks,  and  regained  my 
strength  and  health. 

I  am  fully  confident  that  I  should  have  been  in  my  grave,  now,  instead 
of  enjoying  life  and  health,  if  Dr.  Young  had  not  just  at  that  time  stopped 
the  progress  of  my  disease,  and  I  now  owe  him  a  debt  of  gratitude,  which 
I  never  can  pay. 

Dr.  Young  has  an  extensive  Practice,  and  is  very  successful,  both  in 
Medicine  and  Surgery. 

Phillips,  Dec,  %$th,  1848,  David  Marrow. 


From  the  Botanico-Medical  Recorder. 

HOMffiOPATHY. 

Will  the  editors  of  the  Medical  Examiner  inform  us,  whether  the  fol- 
lowing analogical  illustration  of  Prof.  Gibbons,  in  relation  to  preparing 
medicine  honiGeopathically,  is  correct ;  and,  if  one  drop  of  the  thirtieth 
dilution  act  "dynamically,  as  a  remedy,"  what  effect  does  one  drop  of  the 
same  medicine  have,  when  given  in  the  first  dilution  1 

"  To  prepare  a  medicine  hornoeopathically,"  says  Prof.  Gibbons,  "  one 
drop  of  an  extract,  or  solution,  is  put  in  a  vial  with  ninety-nine  drops  of 
alcohol  or  water,  and  two  shakes — no  more — are  given  to  the  vial.  This 
is  the  first  dilution.  One  drop  of  this,  in  like  manner,  is  mixed  with  nine- 
ty-nine drops  of  this  liquid,  the  two  shakes  repeated,  and  this  forms  the 
second  dilution.  Each  successive  dilution  is  prepared  in  the  same  man- 
ner, up  to  the  thirtieth,   which  was  used  by  Hahnemann.     The  reader 
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will  perceive  that  each  dilution  multiplies  by  100,  and  that  to  reduce  to 
the  second  dilution  even  one  drop  of  the  first  dilution,  10,000  drops  of  li- 
quid would  be  requred.  The  third  dilution  would  require  1,000,000 
drops,  and  so  on.  By  extending  the  process,  it  is  evident  that  the  thirti- 
eth dilution  would  require  a  decillion  of  drops,  represented  by  a  unit  fol- 
lowed by  a  string  of  sixty  cyphers  !  Now,  it  is  easily  demonstrated,  that 
the  Atlantic  ocean  does  not  contain  a  decillion  of  drops.  So  far  from  it, 
if  the  entire  earth,  and  her  sister  planets,  and  the  sun  itsself,  were  so 
many  globes  of  water,  their  united  volume  would  be  much  less  than  a  de- 
cillion of  drops. 

Accordingly,  if  a  drop  of  belladonna  juice,  or  a  grain  of  opium,  were 
diffused  in  a  drop  of  water  equal  in  bulk  to  the  entire  solar  system,  each 
drop  of  the  immense  mass  would  contain  a  greater  quantity  of  the  medi- 
cine than  there  is  contained  in  a  homoeopathic  dose,  of  the  thirtieth  di- 
lution. 

The  subject  may  be  further  illustrated  thus :  If,  from  the  creation  of 
Adam  to  the  present  time,  every  human  inhabitant  had  taken  a  homoeo- 
pathic dose  of  medicine  of  the  the  thirtieth  dilution,  opium  for  instance, 
every  day,  and  every  hour,  and  every  minute  of  his  life,  from  his  first  to 
his  last  breath,  the  whole  amount  consumed  in  the  6,000  years  would  be 
less  than  the  millionth  part  of  a  drop  of  laudanum  !  Indeed,  I  might  go 
much  farther,  and  say,  that,  if  the  earth,  the  planets,  and  all  the  heavenly 
bodies  visible  to  the  naked  eye,  and  by  the  aid  of  the  telescope,  had  each 
contained  the  same  number  of  inhabitants,  at  the  creation  of  Adam,  as 
the  earth  now  contains,  and  if  every  individual  of  that  vast  multitude  had 
taken  a  dose  of  homoeopathic  medicine  diluted  to  the  thirtieth  degree,  not 
merely  every  day,  hour,  and  minute,  but  every  second  of  his  existence, 
the  quantity  consumed  during  the  (5,000  years  would  have  been  immeas- 
urably less. 


From  Water-Cure  for  Ladies. 

TEA. 

Shall  we  say  any  thing  about  this  very  charming  thing  ?  "I  would 
rather  live  on  two  mouthfuls  a  day,"  says  the  mendicant,  "  than  do  with- 
out my  tea."  "  Priessnitz  deprecates  all  exciting  things,  such  as  tea, 
coffee,  wine,  &c,  and  yet  his  large  company  of  invalids,  often  amounting* 
to  500  or  690,  are  habitually  more  cheerful  than  any  like  company  to  be 
found  elsewhere. 

Little  need  be  said  respecting  tea.  There  is  nothing  mere  easy  of  de- 
monstration, than  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  destructive  poisons  in  nature; 
and  yet  physicians  often  gravely  tell  us,  that  tea  is  very  valuable.  Long 
ago,  physicians  in  different  parts  of  Europe  proved,  by  actual  experiment, 
the  poisonous  nature  of  tea ;  and  yet  we  have  lately,  going  the  rounds  of 
the  press,  the  following  statements  respecting  the  herb:  "  At  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Paris  Academy  of  Science,  M.  Peligot  read  a  paper  on  the 
chemical  composition  of  tea,  in  which  he  states  that  it  contains  essential 
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principles  of  nutrition,  far  exceeding  in  importance  its  stimulating  pro- 
portions. One  of  his  experiments  upon  the  nutritive  qualities  of  tea,  as 
compared  with  those  of  soup,  was  by  no  means  in  favor  of  the  latter. 
What  was  more  essential  as  regards  the  chemical  or  hygienic  character 
of  tea,  was  to  ascertain  the  exact  proportion  of  the  azoted  (nitrogen) 
principle  it  contains.  M.  Peligot  began  by  determining  the  total  amount 
of  nitrogen  in  tea,  and  finished  by  finding  that  it  was  from  20  to  30  per 
cent,  greater  than  in  any  other  kind  of  vegetables.  He  states  that,  by 
reason  of  this  quantity  of  nitrogen,  and  the  existence  of  cafeine,  (a  sub- 
stance rich  in  nitrogen,)  tea  is  a  true  aliment."  Wise  conclusions  these! 
Then  all  we  have  to  determine  for  health  is,  the  amount  of  nitrogen, 
whether  it  be  in  a  rock  of  granite,  prussic  acid,  or  any  thing  else.  M. 
Pelio-ot,  why  not  compare  atmospheric  air,  which  is  four-fifths  nitrogen, 
with  soup,  as  an  aliment?  Query, — whether  such  men  are  paid  for  de- 
claring such  doctrines,  or  are  they  serious  1  If  they  are,  the  adage  is 
true,  "  It  takes  the  most  learned  to  make  the  greatest  mistakes."  When 
we  hear  such  teachers,  it  may  well  be  said,  "  Cozcus  iter  monstrare  vult "  (, 
a  blind  man  desires  to  show  the  road).  Let  those  who  wish  to  be  guided 
by  such  teachers,  try  the  experiment  fairly.  Why  not  eat  the  tea  in  sub- 
stance !  We  would  suggest,  that  it  be  well  ground  or  pulverized,  so  that 
the  most  is  made  of  the  precious  article.  As  to  its  use,  in  any  way,  if  to 
any  considerable  extent,  we  will  vouch  for  the  pale  faces  and  unstrung 
nerves  which  it  will  cause. 

Such  plenitude  of  nonsense  is  hardly  to  be  equalled.  The  French 
Academy,  (however  said  to  be  mostly  of  doctors,)  seems  to  have  some- 
thing of  experience  in  this  way.  It  would  have  it,  that  the  blood  did  not 
circulate — that  it  was  more  healthy  to  wear  those  ancient  wigs,  stored 
with  wisdom,  than  the  natural  hair.  And  now  also  it  takes  upon  itself 
to  speak  disparagingly  of  water-cure.  But,  for  the  present,  we  let  it 
pass. 


HYDROPHOBIA. 

Prof.  Newton  :—Dear  Sir, — In  looking  over  a  file  of  old  papers,  my 
eye  glanced  upon  an  article  headed  hydrophobia.  Curiosity  being  ever 
on  tiptoe  to  get  something  new,  I  very  hastily  run  the  article  over;  and 
now,  dear  doctor,  as  so  much  is  being  said  about  canine  madness,  and 
as  there  does  not  appear,  among  the  Allopathists,  to  be  any  well  establish- 
ed rule  of  practice,  for  the  cure  of  this  most  terrible  of  all  diseases,  in  its 
advanced  stages,  if  we  except  the  use  of  chloroform,  which,  by  the  way, 
judging  from  its  legitimate  effects,  is  worse  than  nothing,  I  am  solici- 
tous for  new  light  to  be  cast  upon  this  subject. 

In  running  over  the  article  above  alluded  to,  I  found  it  to  contain  a 
very  interesting  account  of  the  plant,  called  by  the  Hamburgh  correspon- 
dent alisma  plantago.  He  adds,  for  an  interval  of  twenty-five  years, 
this  plant  has  been  a  specific,  and  has  always  been  found  an  infallible 
cure  for  the  bite  of  all  rabid  animals.     He  says  it  operates  with  equal 
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force  and  efficacy,  both  upon  dogs  that  have  been  bitten,  and  those  pri- 
marily mad.  He  goes  on  to  say,  it  has  cured  individuals  in  whom  this 
disease  had  acquired  so  decided  a  character,  that  they  attacked  and  bit 
all  who  came  near  them,  and  no  symptoms  of  relapse  were  ever  observa- 
ble after.  He  recommends  its  use,  as  follows  :  Take  one  large  root,  or 
two  or  three  small  ones,  wash  and  dry  them  ;  then  reduce  them  to  pow- 
der. Put  this  powder  upon  bread  and  butter,*  and  give  it  to  the  patient 
to  eat.  On  the  second,  or,  at  most,  the  third  trial,  this  remedy  will  en- 
tirely destroy  or  render  harmless  all  the  virus,  however  violent  it  may 
have  become,  even  where  the  symptoms  of  madness  have  already  appear- 
ed. 

The  only  description  which  he  gives  of  the  article  is,  that  it  remains 
in  bloom  through  the  summer,  and  should  be  gathered  the  last  of  August. 
We  are  now  left  to  draw  our  own  conclusions.  I,  for  one,  among  your 
many  readers,  should  be  glad,  if  you  would  give  this  a  place  in  your  truly 
valuable  Journal,  in  order  to  see  what  may  grow  out  of  it,  &,c,  &c, 

Yours  truly, 

Gloucester,  Dec.  19th,  1848.  H.  T.  Packer. 


THE  STRENGTH  OF  ALLOPATHIC  PREJUDICES. 

Prof  Nfwton  : — Dear  Sir, — The  24th  No.  of  your  very  interesting 
Journal  has  come  to  hand.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  most  of  the  Jive  num." 
hers  I  paid  you  for,  have  been  a  "  sinking  fund"  to  me,  not  having  re- 
ceived a  cent  for  them.  Poor  deluded  souls,  that  dream  of  health  and 
make  their  empty  boast !  Our  citizens,  most  of  them,  are  determined  to 
be  drugged  to  death, — will  rather  die  "fashionably  and  scientifically" 
than  be  restored  to  health  and  soundness,  by  Nature's  remedies.  Quite 
a  number  here  have  "escaped  death  almost  miraculously  "  (, having  been 
"carried  through"  a  "  typhus-bilious-rheumatic-fever,  as  the  knowing 
ones  sometimes  denominate  the  different  changes  produced  in  the  system 
by  their  miserable  poisons),  to  linger  along  and  die  of  a  calomel  consum- 
tion,  and  "  nothing  else." 

I  have  but  one  hope  left  for  this  people,  touching  medical  practice  : 
viz,  cold  water  is  so  cheap,  so  easily  applied,  and  with  all  so  luxurious  to 
the  recipient  (,  when  mineral  quacks  and  their  bugbears  are  out  of  sight), 
that  I  cherish  a  hope,  that  Hydropathy  will  upset  Allopathy  and  all  the 
people's  prejudices,  and  teach  them  to  "  wash  and  be  clean,"  and  live, 
without  always  dying,  that  quacks  may  live,  You  will  please  accept  my 
thanks  for  your  many  favors  through  the  Journal,  and  my  wishes  for  your 
future  prosperity  and  success. 

Respectfully  yours,  for  truth,  and  medical  reform. 
Oldtown,  Dec.  26th,  1848.  C.  H.  DeWolf. 


*  I  do  not  know  what  advantage  is  gained,  when  taken  in  this  way,  over  any 
other. 
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From  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

PERFORATION  OF  THE  SKULL  WITH  AN  IRON  BOLT. 

Newspapers  have  been  circulating  this  story  of  a  shocking  accident  whicb 
occured  at  Cavendish,  Vt.,  where  an  iron  bar,  one  inch  and  a  quarter,  in 
diameter,  and  nearly  three  feet  long,  was  actually  driven  through  a  man's 
skull,  and  passed  off  many  rods  beyond.  Strange  as  it  may  appear,  the 
facts,  as  related,  are  true.  The  man  is  living,  and  walks  about  the  house. 
AH  the  particulars  of  the  case  are  preparing  for  publication  in  this  Jour- 
nal, by  Dr.  Harlow,  the  attending  surgeon,  who  writes,  under  date  of 
Nov.  20th,  "  The  notes  of  my  case  of  injury  of  the  head  will  be  ready 
in  a  few  days.     A  sinus  under  the  frontalis  muscle  is  now  nearly  healed.. 


From  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

REMEDIES  FOR  CORNS. 

Dr.  John  Travis  of  Tennessee  requests  usr  in  a  late  communication, 
to  call  the  attention  of  practitioners  to  the  efficacy  of  red  wafers  as  a  re- 
medy for  corns.  He  states  that  he  has  found  them  to  effect  a  cure,  when 
applied  for  a  length  of  time.  Another  medical  friend  in  Tennessee  in- 
forms us,  that  he  has  succeeded  in  removing  these  troublesome  and  pain- 
ful excrescences  from  the  toes  by  the  application,  duly  persevered  in,  of 
the  common  adhesive  plaster.  The  remedies  are  simple,  and,  from  the 
authority  on  which  they  come  to  us,  we  would  recommend  a  trial  of  them. 


From  the  Botanico-Medical  Recorder. 

LE  DOYER'S  DISINFECTING  FLUID. 

For  purifying  sick  rooms,  dissecting  rooms,  vaults,  sewers,  &c.  This 
fluid  was  used  in  our  College  on  Wednesday,  to  correct  the  very  offen- 
sive smell-  of  a  diseased  foot,  after  amputation  by  Professor  Stockwell. 
A  wine-glass  full  completely  removed  the  offensive  effluvium  from  the 
room,  as  well  as  the  foot ;  and  the  latter  was  opened  and  minutely  exam- 
ined, without  any  unpleasant  sensation.  In  the  dissecting  rooms,  this 
fluid  will  be  found  invaluable.  G.  H.  Woodruff  is  agent,  at  Schooley's 
Pork  House,  Court  street,  near  Vine. 
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DR.  G.  W.  CHURCHILL'S  ADDRESS, 

DELIVERED  BEFORE  THE  BAY  STATE  MEDICAL  REFORM  ASSOCIATION, 

JANUARY  4th,  1849. 

Mr.  President, — 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : — 
We  have  assembled  in  order  to  make  known  our  views  in  regard  to 
medical  reforms,  as  they  are  held  by  the  Association  before  whom  I  have 
the  honor  to  appear  at  this  time,  denominated  the  Bay  State  Medical 
Reform  Association.  On  such  an  occasion,  whether  we  are  right  or 
wrong,  two  things  are  required,  and  are  absolutely  due,  in  common  mod- 
esty to  self,  and  courtesy  to  the  feelings  of  our  fellow  citizens  ;  and  these 
are  to  assign  the  reason  why  I,  as  your  speaker,  and  we,  as  a  Society,  oc- 
cupy our  present  position.  The  only  reason  for  me  to  present  why  I 
occupy  this  place,  is,  that  the  task  has  been  imposed  on  me  by  the  Asso- 
ciation itself,  and  that,  as  a  member,  I  feel  myself,  however  humble  may 
be  my  pretensions  to  forensic  ability,  eloquence,  and  address,  under  ob- 
ligations, equally  as  a  man  and  a  physician,  to  discharge,  to  the  best  of 
my  ability,  the  duties  connected  with  the  work  assigned  me.  This  rea- 
son, and  this  alone,  is  sufficient  as  to  mvself  and  the  position  I  sustain. 
As  it  regards  the  fact,  that  we,  as  an  Association,  denominated  the  Bay 
State  Medical  Reform  Association,  present  ourselves  to  the  approval,  the 
favor,  and  the  benevolence  of  our  fellow  citizens,  it  is  surely  enough  to 
observe,  that  it  is  what  is  sanctioned  by  universal  custom,  and  that  we 
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exist,  are  formed,  and  constituted,  as  the  name  of  our  Society  implies,  and 
that  it  is  what  the  exigency  of  things  and  the  spirit  of  the  age  absolutely 
demand. 

We  can  present  no  better  reason  for  our  organization  than  that  con- 
tained in  the  preamble  of  our  Constitution,  which  is  as  follows  : — 

"Whereas  we  are  fully  persuaded  of  the  necessity  of  Medical  Reform, 
both  in  Science  and  Practice,  in  order  to  keep  pace  with  the  spirit  of  the 
age  and  the  science  of  the  day  ; — and  whereas  abuses  have  crept  into  the 
Medical  Profession,  and  errors  have  been  followed,  until  they  have  be- 
come so  confirmed  by  custom  and  rivited  and  identified  by  practice,  as 
to  become  a  part  of  the  Profession  itself; — and  whereas  we  see  and  feel 
the  necessity  and  importance  of  forming  an  Association  of  medical  gen- 
tlemen and  friends  to  the  cause,  which  shall  become  antagonistic,  in  its 
nature  and  spirit,  to  the  abuses  we  deplore,  and  which  shall  likewise  se- 
cure, as  far  as  possible,  the  highest  possible  good  to  cur  diseased  fellow 
beings; — -and  whereas,  unless  antagonistic  principles,  men,  and  feelings 
are  brought  to  bear  upon  the  public  mind,  there  can  be  no  hope,  no  re- 
gard to  Medical  Reform  ; — and  whereas,  in  doing  what  we  propose,  we 
make,  as  we  trust,  not  an  unwise  or  fruitless  attempt  to  secure  to  our- 
selves rights  and  privileges,  in  this  State  of  Massachusetts,  denied  by 
legislative  enactment  and  public  prejudice,  but  secured  now  in  thirteen 
States  of  the  Union, — that  of  adopting  that  mode  of  practice  and  treat- 
ment in  regard  to  the  sick,  which  science,  reason,  and  common  sense 
unitedly  dictate,  without  being  exposed  to  the  tyrannical  dictate  of  a 
dominant  profession; — cordially  inviting  all,  making  no  distinction  in  the 
mode  of  practice,  whether  Allopathic,  Botanic,  Homoeopathic,  or  Hydro- 
pathic, but  attainments  in  medical  science  and  moral  worth,  and  the  desire 
of  being  liberal,  benevolent  and  free; — " 

Thus,  gentlemen  of  the  Association,  and  fellow  citizens,  as  a  fact  or  a 
series  of  facts,  one  of  the  most  important  considerations  is  the  apology  we 
present,  as  an  apology  for  the  position  we  assume  to-day,  and,  under  God, 
are  determined  to  maintain.  Here,  too,  while  we  elucidate  the  facts  and 
endeavor  to  enforce  these  considerations,  are  the  motives  why  you,  as 
men  exposed  to  disease,  sickness,  languishment,  and  death,  should  give 
me  your  attention  during  the  time  I  shall  occupy  in  addressing  you. 

Five  things  pre-eminently  demand  our  attention  :  1st,  The  necessity 
and  importance  of  the  medical  profession: — 2d,  The  character  and  at- 
tainments of  a  physician  i — 3d,  The  errors  and  abuses,  which,  in  the  pro- 
fession, require  reform  ; — 4th,  How  the  errors  and  abuses  in  the  profes- 
sion are  to  be  eradicated; — 5th,  Our  claims  upon  the  patronage, 
countenance,  and  support  of  the  community.  To  each  of  these,  in  course, 
we  shall  most  respectfully  solicit  your  attention. 

1st.  The  necessity  and  importance  of  the  medical  profession  itself. 
The  medical  profession  is  coeval  with  the  existence  of  civilized  society. 
This  is  a  historic  fact,  with  which  every  one  is  familiar,  and  which,  con- 
sequently, we  need  not  here  attempt  to  prove.  It  seems  to  be  necessary, 
per  se,  as  an  integral  part  of  civilization  itself;  and,  however  benevolence 
might  wish  or  enthusiasm  conceive,  will  of  necessity  continue,  till  the 
consummation  of  civilization,  and,  we  may  add.  humanity  itself. 
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But  the  necessity  of  its  existence  is  found  in  something  more  weighty 
than  the  mere  fact  of  its  antiquity.  In  our  distress,  when  disease  over- 
takes us,  we  require  the  sympathy  and  aid  of  the  wise  and  good; — we  are 
unwilling  to  take  the  responsibility  of  applying  remedies  to  our  own  mal- 
adies and  those  of  our  friends.  The  profession  here  comes  in  ;  and,  in 
taking  the  responsibility,  quiets  our  own  fears,  and  gives  hope  to  the  af- 
flicted and  sympathetic  friends.  Besides,  were  it  not  for  the  medical' 
profession,  many  would  remain  destitute  of  friends  and  relatives,  depriv- 
ed of  all  sympathy  in  the  use  of  medicinal  means;  and  it  is,  moreover,  in- 
tended by  Jaw  and  government  to  prevent  the  commission  of  one  of  the 
blackest  crimes  that  can  stain  the  hands  or  pollute  the  soul.  Such  being 
the  case,  the  idea,  that  every  man  shall  be  his  own  physician,  to  say  the 
least,  is  visionary  in  the  extreme.  The  medical  profession,  then,  as  a 
fixed  fact,  necessarily  exists,  per  se,  coeval  with  civilization,  and  must 
continue,  till  it  shall  cease  having  its  foundation  in  our  loves,  hopes,  and 
fears,  deep  as  humanity  itself.  But,  if  thus  necessary,  it  is  equally  im- 
portant. Whatever  runs  parallel  with  human  society,  commencing  with 
its  commencement,  and  terminating  but  with  its  destruction,  that  which 
seizes  hold  of  the  strongest  sentiments  of  our  minds,  and  that  which 
comes  in  to  prevent  the  secret  commission  of  crime  in  the  destruction  of 
the  feeble  sick  and  dying,  were  there  no  other  reason,  rises  in  its  impor- 
tance upon  us,  and  is  stamped  with  a  dignity,  authority,  and  veneration, 
which  we  can  but  feel  and  deeply  reverence.  I,  for  one,  am  willing  to 
confess,  that,  as  a  man,  I  reverence  the  profession  itself,  and  that,  as  a 
physician,  I  am  willing  to  consecrate  to  its  service  all  the  vigor  of  my 
body  and  the  energy  of  my  mind.  The  highest  importance  of  the  medi- 
cal profession  is,  however,  seen  in  the  good  which  it  effects  and  which  it 
proposes  to  effect.  It  has  to  do  with  the  health  and  the  enjoyment, — 
with  the  lives  and  the  existence  of  men.  It  travels  slowly  and  solemnly 
along  the  foundations  of  the  citadel  of  life.  It  gives  an  authoritative 
knock  of  dignified  friendship  at  the  very  door  of  the  sick,  the  languish- 
ing, and  the  dying.  It  brings  antidotes  for  the  poisons  of  nature,  reme- 
dies for  her  diseases,  and,  in  thousands  of  cases,  life  for  her  dead.  It 
proposes,  that  the  parent  shall  not  yet  be  separated  from  the  child,  the 
child  from  the  parent,  the  husband  from  the  wife,  the  wife  from  the  hus- 
band,— that  the  pangs  of  infant  weakness  and  innocency  shall  be  assuag- 
ed, and  even  the  feebleness  and  decrepitude  of  old  age  relieved.  Such 
are  its  objects,  and  hence  its  transcendant  importance. 

Is  it  to  be  rejected  or  despised,  because  it  has  not  perfected  itself  du- 
ring the  ages  of  darkness  that  have  slowly  and  heavily  rolled  away?  Has 
any  other  profession  or  science  done  it?  Has  Divinity  or  the  Law? 
Did  Chemistry,  Zoology,  Ichthyology,  Botany,  or  Astronomy  do  it? 
No,  no.  In  the  fuller  discovery  and  demonstration  of  the  higher  laws  of 
nature,  all  the  sciences  and  professions,  with  civilization,  are  mounting 
up  into  the  vigor  and  intelligence  of  mature  manhood,  beauty,  and  glory. 
Thus  you  see,  my  friends  and  fellow  citizens,  that  we  war  not  against 
the  profession,  but  for  the  profession  ;  not  against  men,  but  for  princi- 
ple; not  against  truth,  but  for  truth,  and  humanity  itself. 

We  wish  to  see  this  profession,  so  ancient,  so  honorable,  so  dignified, 
so  necessary  in  itself,  and  so   benevolent  in  its  nature,  benefitted  and  en- 
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nobled,  by  every  means  possible,  and  by  the  very  means  and  the  only 
means  by  which  all  other  professions  and  sciences  have  been,,  and  are  'r 
and  that  is,  by  eradicating  the  errors  and  abuses  which  mar  the  profes- 
sion, by  bringing  in  the  light,  liberty,  and  improvements  of  the  age  to 
facilitate  its  advance. 

Such  being  the  necessity  and  importance  of  the  medical  profession, 
we  now  enter  on  the  second  subject  of  inquiry,  the  character  and  attain- 
ments of  a  physician. 

In  both  of  these,  he  should  be  qualified  for  his  profession,  and  an  orna- 
ment to  it.  We  should  insult  both  your  judgment  and  feeling,  did  we 
not  insist,  that  he  should  be  a  moral  man ; — your  judgment,  feelings,  and 
taste,  did  we  not  also  demand,  that  he  should  be  a  man  of  science,  having 
a  knowledge  of  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology.  Botany,  Chemistry , 
and  all  the  sciences  connected  with  the  practice  of  medicine.  It  is  a 
mistaken  idea,  therefore,  that  ignorant  and  worthless  men  can  sustain  a 
profession,  embracing  so  wide  a  field  of  science  as  this  does,  without  ed- 
ucation. In  reform,  such  not  unfrequently  enter  into  the  profession  and 
practice  of  medicine.  Indeed,  in  all  reforms,  it  is  at  first  necessary  to 
make  use  of  humble  instrumentalities;,  but  such  are,  as  the  cause  advan- 
ces, and  the  objects  are  achieved,  regularly  sifted  out,  dropt,  and  suc- 
ceeded by  men  of  sterling  worth  and  higher  intellectual  and  scientific 
attainments. 

The  philosophy  of  reform  is  extremely  simple  and  unchanging  in  its 
nature.  It  respects  the  errors  and  abuses,  in  the  language  of  the  pream- 
ble, which  have  crept  into  the  profession,  and  are  followed,  until  they 
have  become  so  confirmed  by  custom  and  rivited  by  practice,  as  to  be- 
come a  part  of  the  profession  itself.  The  improvements  that  are  present- 
ed, by  the  light  and  science  of  the  day,  are  regarded  with  jealousy,  oppo- 
sed and  rejected,  by  a  clique  of  aristocratic  men,  who  want  no  change, 
because  it  would  affect  their  ease,  pride,  and  interest.  They  will,  if  they 
please,  adopt  remedies  and  examine  systems;  but  are  sure,  (such  is  hu- 
man nature,)  not  to  disturb  their  own  quiet,  their  own  favorite  mode  of 
cure,  the  present  popular  prescriptions  for  the  sick.  No!  no  I  they  are 
firm  as  Atlas  on  its  base;  and,  with  all  the  facts  before  them,  the  light  of 
science,  and  the  want  of  success  which  attends  them,  still  come  the  same 
"  eternal  purges,  vomits,  blisters,  issues,  moxa,  cauteries,  bleeding,  &.c." 
At  this  crisis  of  things,  some  man  of  strong  benevolence  and  firmness 
resists  their  authority,  exposes  the  prevailing  errors  and  abuses,  and  com- 
mends, in  energetic  language,  the  improvements  he  would  introduce. 
He  is  now  denounced  as  a  quack)  and  no  matter,  though  different  States 
and  Kingdoms  authorise  the  change,  the  charge  of  empiricism  is  sounded, 
until  the  new  principle  shall  be  established  ;  and,  good  being  achieved,, 
men  being  prepared  to  practice  on  the  new  theory,  and  society  being  no 
longer  blinded,  they  bestow,  on  those  who  have,  in  energy  of  character 
and  benevolence  of  heart,  sacrificed  their  ease  and  reputation,  the  meed 
of  praise.  Now,  these  men  are  duly  rewarded,  by  being  placed  on  the 
heights  of  science,  fame,  and  glory. 

Hence  your  JEsculapiuses,  your  Hippocrateses,  your  Boerhaaves,  your 
Thomsons,  and  your  Beaches ;  and  here,  and  here  only,  is  the  philosophy 
of  reform.     It  is  plain,  simple,  stern,  and  unchanging  in  its  character, 


dr.  Churchill's  address.  45 

It  is  a  mistaken  idea,  therefore,  that  reform  does  not,  in  its  very  na- 
ture and  spirit,  call  for  moral  and  intellectual  worth,  or  that  the  reform, 
when  called  for,  is  not  an  ingredient  and  a  constituent  part  of  the  pro- 
fession itself. 

As  in  the  medical,  so  in  all  other  callings  and  professions,  social,  civil, 
political,  and  religious;  it  is  the  heart-appellant  principle, — the  vital 
energy,  which  preserves,  sustains,  and  beautifies  the  whole.  Necessity 
uses,  in  reform,  humble  instrumentalities  ;  and,  as  it  is  achieving  and 
has  achieved  its  object,  the  more  noble  and  efficient  are  called  into  ac- 
tion. Reform,  as  to  the  instrumentality,  can  be  graduated  only  by  the 
degree  to  which  that  special  reform  has  advanced.  Ours,  on  account  of 
the  efforts  made  during  the  last  thirty-five  years,  the  advance  in  science, 
the  facilities  of  acquisition  and  communication,  and  the  spirit  of  the  age, 
has  so  far  advanced,  that  we  are  enabled  to  make  respectable  medical  at- 
tainments, a  good  moral  character,  good  common  sense,  and  the  spirit 
and  bearing  of  a  physician,  the  sinequanon  for  membership  in  our  Socie- 
ty. If  any  other  qualification  be  necessary  or  required,  it  is  that  the 
man  be  open,  liberal.,  and  free, — not  a  one-idea  man,  but  a  man  of  facts 
^and  principles, — keen,  reflecting,  and  of  tact, — ready,  willing,  and  desir- 
ous, not  to  follow  fixed  rules,  opinions,  and  authority,  but  science,  truth, 
benevolence,  righteousness,  in  all  their  facts,  discoveries,  teachings,  and 
indications,  in  combatting  disease,  in  healing  and  perfectly  curing  the 
sick.  Such  is  the  man  for  us.  Such  is  the  standard  and  condition  of 
membership,  and  such  is  the  true  physician.  All  who  have  the  revolu- 
tionary and  Lamartine  spirit  of  the  age,  (and  all  such  are,  at  the  present 
day,  united  or  solitary,  a  host,)  will  be  self-respected,  benevolent,  sympa- 
thetic,.trustworthy,  and  efficient  men.  Such  are  physicians  indeed,  and 
such  and  so  much  are  our  ideas  of  the  character  and  attainments  of  a 
physician. 

3d.  Our.way  being  prepared  and  clear,  we  are  cheerfully  and  cordially 
invited  to  enter  on  our  third  inquiry, —  The  errors  and  abuses  which  re- 
quire reform, — and  require  reform  here  in  Boston,  in  this  our  State  of 
Massachusetts,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  or  wherever  they  exist.  This  is  an 
important  topic,  and  presents  the  forefront  of  our  enemies,  against  whom 
we  battle, — is  the  very  sum  and  pith  of  our  argument,  and  will,  we  trust, 
while  it  demonstrates  that  we  aTe  not  engaged  in  any  imaginary,  useless 
effort,  demonstrate,  also,  that  it  is  a  work  which  every  man,  woman,  and 
child  should  unite  in  and  enter  into. 

The  errors  and  abuses  which  we  complain  of,  are  errors  and  abuses 
against  civil  and  political  liberty,  against  science  and  fact,  against  ben- 
evolence and  humanity. 

The  facts:  In  this  State  and  city  their  is  a  Medical  Association,  de- 
nominated, (by  Legislative  enactment  and  sustained  by  law,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  every  other  Association,  so  far  as  law  and  privilege  are  concerned,) 
The  Massachusetts  Medical  Society.  This  Society,  by  its  laws  and  reg- 
ulations, binds  its  members  down  to  certain  modes  of  intercourse  and 
practice.  Each  has  to  follow  certain  rules  and  regulations.  He  is,  un* 
der  no  circumstances,  to  consult  with  any  one  who  is  not  a  regular  doe- 
tor  of  medicine,  and  one  taught  and  graduated  under  the  Old  or  Alio* 
pathic   School.     In   several    States  of  the   Union, — I  think  thirteen  of 
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them, — the  Reform  practice,  call  it  what  you  may,  is  legalized;  and,  in 
Ohio,  Georgia,  Virginia,  and  New  York,  has  its  Colleges,  and  Associa- 
tions ;  and,  uniting  as  it  does  the  spirit  of  the  age  with  a  mild  and  effi- 
cient mode  of  practice,  professsedly  rejecting  all  poisons,  and  using 
principally  the  herbs  of  the  field,  is  rapidly  gaining  the  ascendancy  among 
the  people.  In  this  body  of  men  are  many  of  the  Old-School, — men  of 
sterling  talent  and  moral  worth,  who,  from  convictions  of  right,  have  left 
the  wrong. — seceded  from  the  old  to  the  new.  Bat  even  with  such,  no 
consultation  could  be  had,  until  of  late.  Now,  forsooth,  at  last,  like  the 
Pope,  Don  Philip,  and  other  tyrannical  monocrats,  unwillingly  restricted, 
they  have  begun  to  make  concessions,  under  the  plea  of  self-reform  or 
indulgence,  and  they  will  consult  with  a  regular  M.  D.  of  another  School  ; 
but,  if  for  any  cause  you  consult  with  any  other,  you  shall  be  expelled, 
lose  caste,  and  be  as  to  us  unknown, — your  name  blotted  out  as  a  physi- 
cian. In  all  this  the  State  upholds  them.  They  enter  into  the  Halls  of 
Legislation,  and  make  laws  for  themselves.  What  think  you,  my  friends? 
Is  not  this  a  dangerous  union  3  If  not  a  union  of  Church  and  State,  is 
it  not  a  union  of  State  with  a  powerful  and  far-spread  profession  of  men? 
Is  it  not  conclusive,  that  this  is  an  encroachment  on  the  civil  and  politi- 
cal liberty  of  the  people-?  What  would  you  think,  could  no  marriage  be 
lawful,  unless  celebrated  by  the  official  duties  of  a  Catholic  Priest  ?  And 
what  would  be  the  civil  condition  of  things;  would  or  could  no  clergyman 
visit  the  sick  and  dying  of  another  denomination,  from  fear  of  being  ex- 
cathedrated  forever  ?  Do  you  begin  to  see,  to  think,  to  reason  ?  There 
is  no  difference,  politically  and  civilly  considered  ?  W^e  defy  any  man 
to  present  the  least  vestige  of  difference.  Here  are  the  men,  here  is  the 
authority,  here  the  law,  and  here  the  penalty.  The  only  difference  in 
our  feelings,  while  we  regard  the  two  cases,  is,  that  we  have  made  up 
our  minds  or  judgments,  on  the  one  and  not  on  the  other.  Make  this, 
then,  a  fixed  fact  in  your  minds,  never  to  be  forgotten  or  blotted  out. 
There  is  no  difference.  Union  is  union  still,  and  tyranny  is  tyranny  for- 
ever. And  I  ask  emphatically,  Shall  we  tolerate,  in  the  medical  profes- 
sion, and  in  men  sustaining  the  character  of  citizens  among  us,  that 
which,  from  the  infancy  of  our  republican  America,  has  been  abrogated, 
as  to  the  church  1  I  answer,  No.  Rest  assured,  that  the  war  of  opinion 
has  just  begun,  and  that  it  will  not  be  terminated,  until  these  errors  and 
abuses,  of  a  civil  and  political  nature,  are  eradicated,  and  wiped  off  from 
the  face  of  the  medical  profession. 

But  there  are  other  errors  and  abuses, — errors  and  abuses  against  sci- 
ence and  fact.  The  former  lead  to  these,  and  they  extensively  obtain, 
and  will,  so  long  as  there  is  a  privileged  dominant  profession,  No  body 
of  men  can  reform  themselves.  There  is  no  motive  to  do  so.  Pride, 
vanity,  selfishness,  ambition,  love  of  ease,  and  fear  of  innovation,  all  con- 
spire to  keep  them  still  inactive  and  guarded  on  this  point. 

Antagonistic  men  and  measures  can  alone  disturb  their  quiet,  and 
force  their  assent  to  truth,  facts,  and  reform.  A  century  transpired, 
before  inoculation,  for  the  kine  pox,  would,  by  the  profession, 
be  received  ;  and  half  a  century,  before  one  out  of  forty  would  believe 
in  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  as  discovered  by  Harvey ;  and  nearly  a 
century,  before  galvanism  and  electricity  could  be  tolerated  as  remedial 
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agents.  Millions  were  swept  away,  by  the  small  pox,  who  might  have 
been  saved  by  vaccination.  The  blood  did  circulate;  and  electricity  and 
galvanism  are  now  found  to  be  most  salutary  agents  in  curing  disease,  es- 
pecially diseases  of  a  nervous  kind.  But  this  is  not  all.  Those  men  who 
endeavored  to  disseminate  these  facts,  to  make  known  and  act  upon  these 
important  discoveries,  to  enable  their  fellow  men  to  profit  by  these  salu- 
tary medicinal  means  and  agencies,  were  ridiculed,  persecuted,  denoun- 
ced, as  visionaries,  enthusiasts,  and  quacks.  The  frown  of  the  profession 
and  the  authority  of  a  single  name,  have  thus  rejected  facts,  and  science, 
and  have  thus,  to  the  present  day,  in  a  thousand  instances  which  we 
have  not  time  to  specify,  continued  to  reject  and  persecute  them.  Thus, 
in  these  and  similar  instances,  what  was  contrary  to  civil  and  political 
liberty,  and  that  which  was  contrary  to  science  and  fact,  became  abuses 
and  errors  against  benevolence  and  humanity  themselves.  It  is  a  con- 
sideration of  the  good  that  is  prevented  and  the  evil  that  is  effected,  by 
the  errors  existing,  in  the  medical  profession  and  other  classes  and  de- 
nominations of  men,  which  has  willed  and  produced  that  opposition, 
which  has  shaken  the  moral  world  to  its  centre, — has  shaken  kings  on 
their  thrones,  and  dynasties  having  existed  through  centuries  of  years, — ■ 
which,  while  it  has  immortalized  a  few  and  been  ruin  to  thousands,  has 
resulted  in  higher  good  to  the  family  of  mankind.  Yes,  there  is  here,  as 
in  all  other  instances,  action  and  reaction ;  and  here,  especially,  are  an- 
tagonistic forces  united,  because  it  is  a  question  in  which  all  are  interest- 
ed,— one  which  concerns  sickness  and  health,  life  and  death,  and,  in  the 
faith  of  the  believer,  damnation  and  eternal  life.  And  shall  humanity 
prematurely  suffer,  bleed,  and  die,  and  be,  in  many  instances,  eternally 
damned,  to  gratify  the  pride,  vanity,  and  dignity  of  a  dominant  profession? 
No,  no !  The  name  of  benevolence,  of  humanity,  and  of  God  answer, 
No! 

And  let  me  here  specify  some  of  the  errors  and  abuses  which  have 
flourished  half  a  century  longer  than  they  would  have  done  ;  had  the  Fac- 
ulty paid  that  regard  to  facts  which  is  due,  and  allowed  science  to  have 
done  its  perfect  work,  and  had  common  sense  been. consulted,  the  prac- 
titioner been  permitted  to  reason,  act,  and  think,  without  the  fear  of  the 
profession,  with  their  iron  rules,  threatening  vengeance  on  him  who  dar- 
ed be  liberal  and  free.  Calomel  or  chloride  of  mercury,  at  one  time,  was 
and,  in  fact,  is  now,  the  Samson  of  the  medical  Faculty.  It  was,  in  all 
cases  and  under  every  indication  of  disease,  required  to  be  exhibited  ;  and 
the  physician  who  conscientiously  urged,  that  he  had  not  prescribed  it, 
was  reprimanded  for  mal-practice  ;  and,  if  a  young  man,  was  ruined.  He 
has  his  master,  and  must  obey.  Teeth  may  drop., out  from  their  sockets, 
the  tongue  be  swollen  and  protrude  from  the  mouth,  rottenness  of  the 
bones  and  mortification  of  the  flesh  may  follow,  and  the  patient  sink  un- 
der its  paralizing  power;  but,  no  matter,  administer  it  he  must.  At  an- 
other period  Phlebotomy,  or  bleeding  with  the  lancet,  was  popular,  and 
was  the  giant  of  medicine.  Patients  were  bled  till  their  blood  became  as 
thin  as  water.  Washington,  the  father  of  our  country,  fell  under  this 
Samson,  having  lost  eighty-seven  ounces  of  blood  in  twelve  hours, — a 
treatment  which,  in  connection  with  other  heroic  means  and  medicines, 
able  writers  and   physicians  of  Europe  and  America  testify  would  have 
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killed  the  most  vigorous  young  man.  At  another  time,  blisters  and  dras- 
tic purges  were  the  order  of  the  day  ;  patients  were  literally  skinned 
alive,  and  lay  as  on  beds  of  fire,  while  their  stomachs  and  bowels,  under 
the  irritation  of  the  alimentary  canal,  became  spasmodic  and  convulsed, 
or  paralized,  or  torpid,  by  large  portions  of  mineral  poison.  Men,  and 
professional  men  too,  such  as  Sir  James  Mcintosh  of  England,  and  Dr. 
Curree  of  America,  testify  against  such  Sangrado  practice,  affirming, 
with  others,  that  calomel  and  the  lancet  have  slain  more  than  pestilence 
and  the  sword;  and,  under  such  treatment,  the  patient  must  die. 

Yes,  could  you  hear  a  voice  from  yonder  dying  room,  from  that  coffin 
containing  the  remains  of  a  young,  lovely,  and  beautiful  girl,  the  pride  of 
her  parents  and  the  beloved  of  the  family ;  from  yonder  cemetery,  from 
the  graves  and  tombs  of  hundreds  of  victims  of  this  legalized  "  quack- 
ery," we  should  know  something  of  the  errors  and  abuses  of  the  medical 
profession.  Had  we  ears  not  of  flesh  and  blood,  we  should  hear  shrieks 
from  hell,  and  deep-toned  thunder  from  heaven,  crying  and  sounding  re- 
form. 

4th.  Well  may  we  inquire  how  these  errors  and  abuses  can  be,  or,  rather, 
are  to  be  eradicated, — for  eradicated  they  must  and  will  be.  It  is  to  be 
done  by  removing  the  cause  and  occasion  of  them.  Do,  as  regards  the 
medical  profession,  the  same  as  Protestant  Europe  and  America,  and  es- 
pecially as  the  people  in  our  own  country  have  done,  in  reference  to  the 
clergy.  Leave  to  them  their  functions,  but  strip  them  of  their  power. 
Leave  nature,  science,  and  their  profession  to  them,  the  same  as  we  have 
done  nature,  science,  the  bible,  and  their  profession  to  the  clergy.  Hear 
no  more  of  the  cries,  alarms,  and  denunciations  of  the  one,  than  you 
have  done  of  the  other.  The  alarm  cry,  The  church  is  in  danger,  your 
souls  are  in  danger,  heresy,  schism,  give  us  secular  and  civil  authority, 
the  sword,  the  fagot,  the  rack,  originated  from  the  same  cause,  and  is 
just  as  well  founded  as  the  cry,  Your  health  and  lives  are  in  danger,  em- 
piricism, quackery,  humbuggery,  give  us  legal  enactments,  privileges,  and 
penalty. 

Reformation  took  place  in  the  church,  and  civil  and  political  liberty, 
literature,  science,  social  feelings,  and  religious  liberty  a  thousand  fold 
more  abundantly  flourished.  Prisons  were  emptied,  prosecution  for  her- 
esy and  schism  stopped,  the  fires  of  the  stake  and  inquisition  were  extin- 
guished, bibles  were  printed  and  universally  read,  and  none  of  the  evils, 
predicted  by  a  then  dominant  priesthood,  followed.  It  will  be  the  same 
with  the  medical  profession.  In  the  reform  spirit  of  the  age,  all  its  ex- 
clusive rights  and  privileges,  making  one  dominant  body  of  men,  will  be 
swept  away,  and  what  they  please  to  call  quackery  and  empiricism  will 
prevail. 

The  time  is  coming,  when  every  physician  will  follow  nature,  reason^ 
and  the  indications  of  disease,  in  his  use  of  the  whole  circle  of  medicinal 
means  or  modes  of  cure,  and  a  result  equally  glorious,  equally  salutary  in 
regard  to  health,  will  take  place.  The  same  causes  will  produce  the 
same  effects.  Freedom  for  one  to  act  from  facts  and  principles,  emanci- 
pated from  sets  of  rules  and  servile  fear,  a  free  exchange  of  sentiments  on 
all  subjects  of  inquiry,  an  interchange  of  sentiments  and  offices  with  oth- 
er physicians,  and   a  catholic  eclectic  spirit  can  result  in  nothing  short 
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of  an  eradication  of  the  errors  and  abuses  we  deplore,  and  the  advance  of 
science,  skill,  and  success  in  the  use  of  means  and  modes  of  cure.  Where 
is  the  man  who  can  consistently  deny  this?  Where  is  the  man  who,  in 
the  light  of  the  subject, — our  premises  and  argument  before  him, — dares 
deny  it? 

We  said,  "  Shall  be  removed"  The  crisis  of  medical  reform  has 
Come, — nay,  is  passed.  It  has  swept  triumphantly  through  one  half  of 
the  States  of  this  Union,  and  is  now  moving  on  slowly  but  surely  in  this. 
It  is  the  march  of  science  and  universal  mind,  the  spirit  of  civil  and  polit- 
ical liberty  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  sustained  by  every  weighty  and 
powerful  consideration  connected  with  health  and  life,  which  can  still  the 
will  or  affect  the  heart. 

5th.  We  hasten,  in  the  last  place,  to  urge  our  claims  upon  the  patron- 
age and  support  of  our  fellow  citizens. 

We  are  what  we  profess  to  be,  the  Bay  State  Medical  Reform  Asso- 
ciation. We  set  ourselves  in  juxta  and  antagonistic  position  to  the  errors 
and  abuses  which  exist  in  the  medical  profession.  We  make  no  rash 
and  useless  experiments  on  our  patients, — use  no  heroic  remedies  for  the 
sake  of  distinction,  or  pride,  or  s|lf-'satisfaction.  We  profess  to  be  ob- 
servant of  all  the  discoveries,  in  regard  to  the  .'means  of  cure,  the  nature 
of  disease,  and  the  laws  of-  life.  We  will,  and  do  examine  every  system 
of  the  day,  the  Allopathic,  Homoeopathic,  Electropalhic,  Hydropathic, 
Neuropathic,  Thomsonian,  and  JBdtanic,  and  whatever  may  be  originated  ; 
and,  from  each  we  select  fcb^good  and  reject  the  evil, — each  for  himself 
being  left  to  choose  or  decidipj^hal  remedies  he  will  use,  and  his  success 
in  practice  being  the  test  of  his  skin/  We  are  thus  emphatically  eclec- 
tic, liberal,  and  free.  We  intend  to  be  observant  of  facts  and  principles, 
and  not  of  theories  and  systems.  In  point  of  science,  we  intend  to  erect 
a  fair  standard,  have  our  Lectures,  our  Associations,  our  Schools  and 
Colleges  ;  and,  in  this  respect,  come  up  to  the  idea  we  have  presented  in 
the  character  and  attainments  of  a  physician.  We  receive  all  into  our 
Society,  without  distinction  of  sect  or  system,  examining  each  as  to  his 
knowledge  of  the  established  sciences  of  the  profession,  Anatomy,  Physi- 
ology, Pathology,  Botany,  &c,  and  the  standard  works  of  the  day  ;  and 
each  is  to  abide  by  the  same  ordeal.  Such  are  we,  and,  as  such,  we  pre- 
sent ourselves  with  confidence  to  the  patronage,  encouragement,  and 
support  of  our  fellow  citizens. 

Here,  methinks,  I  hear  some  one  inquire,  What  is  your  system  ?  We 
will  answer,  when  we  have  freely  examined  some  of  the  systems 
spread  before  us. 

The  first  I  shall  notice  is  Homoeopathy.  The  word  means  like  affec- 
tions. It  originated  with  Hahneman.  Its  principle  is,  that  similia  sim- 
ilibus  curantur,  or  likes  by  likes  are  cured.  It  teaches,  that  disease  is 
indicated  by  present  symptoms,  and  it  has  for  every  symptom  its  specific. 
These  specifics  are  divided  to  the  billioneth  part  of  a  grain, — almost  in- 
finitely small  portions  of  matter  to  be  taken  at  intervals  of  time,  from  a 
few  minutes  to  a  number  of  hours,  as  the  case  may  be,  diluted  sometimes 
in  a  single  drop  of  water.  This  system  considers  nothing  as  a  poison,  if 
rightly  used.  Arsenic,  prussic  acid,  and  belladonna  may  be  salutary,  if 
the  indications  of  the  case  require  them.     The  practitioner  depends  upon 
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his  eye  and  book.  He  must  keep  the  former  open,  and  the  latter  with 
him  ;  since  the  most  Herculean  memory  «ould  not  remember  the  almost 
infinite  number  of  specifics.  Besides  all  this,  his  medicine  receives  a 
certain  spiritual  energy  from  a  supposed  spiritual  influence  imparted  by 
a  certain  number  of  shakes  or  grindings,  given  with  that  intent,  by  deter- 
minate volition,  when  prepared  in  the  phial  or  under  the  pestle.  We  say 
nothing  against  Homoeopathy.  In  many  things  it  may  be  excellent.  Still, 
its  advocates  have  failed,  as  we  think,  to  present  a  perfect  system. 

The  Botanies  come  next.  Their  system  consists  in  making  the  herbs 
of  the  field  the  principal  curative  agents,  by  the  stimulating  and  seda- 
tive effect  they  have  on  the  important  organs  of  the  body.  The  vapor 
bath,  friction,  and  application  of  heat  to  the  system,  constitute  the  medi- 
cinal means.  Dr.  Samuel  Thomson  professed  thus  to  have  reduced  med- 
icine to  a  system,  and  others  have  since  professed  the  same  ;  so  that  we 
have  our  Beachites  and  Howarditts,  fyc,  all  claiming  to  be  Botanic,  and 
all  differing  in  practice,  omitting  what  some  think  fundamental  in  the  use 
and  practice  of  medicine.*  It  remains,  therefore,  to  be  seen,  whether,  in 
thirty  years  hence,  a  fragment  °£j*fystem  can  be  found. 

The  Hydropathic,  or  cur^^"uiai^^1^ys  its  claims  to  a  system  from 
the  affinity  there  is  betwe^^m*  nuid,  whW^bperly  applied,  and  the  body, 
to  remove  disease,  by  restoring',^rf*^uinibriumx%i  the  circulation  of  the 
fluids  in  the  organism;^  Hence  its  potions,  itsVrictions,  its  baths,  and 
all  the  various  applications  Jui^albB  Jw«®  entitled  to  much  considera- 
tion for  the  cures  it  effects,;  but  we  inquire,  Jpih«re  is  the  system  ! 

The  Neuropathic  is  fij6w rpo^^d^dAe^ ailed  the  Electropathit 
system,  since  electricity  andT^fJ^nirh^^e  principally  used  as  the 
remedial  agents.  This  theorytearehes^tti'at  all  diseases  have  their  origin 
in  the  nervous  system,  and  must  be  cured  through  the  nerves  ;  that  is, 
the  nerves  are  primarily  or  secondarily  affected,  and  this  agency  must  be 
applied  so  as  to  restore  a  healthy  action.  The  nerves  must  be  affected 
so  as  to  produce  disease,  and  they  must  be  affected  in  the  use  of  means, 
<either  negatively  or  positively, 

Now,  when  we  reflect,  that  the  skin  is  only  an  expansion  of  the  ner- 
vous system,  and  that,  from  the  brain  and  spinal  marrow,  pairs  of  nerves 
are  given  off  and  sent  forth,  which  pervade,  in  their  ramifications,  every 
important  organ  and  viscus  ;  and,  while  it  is  found,  that  the.  nerves  are 
the  conductors  of  the  electric  fluid,  or  galvanic  current,  it  is  also  found, 
that  every  organ  and  every  muscle  has  its  pole,  answering  to  the 
pole  of  the  battery.  While  we  reflect  upon  the  extreme  subtlety  of 
the  fluid  and  facilities  of  its  application,  (in  the  light  of  science  and 
the  improvements  in  instruments,)  to  the  whole  system,  even  to  its  mi- 
nutest organism,  with  the  most  absolute  certainty  we  might  well  con- 
ceive, were  their  no  facts  of  cures  presented,  that,  if  not  a  system,  neu- 
rology would  be  a  plausible  and  beautifnl  theory,  and  entitled  to  marked 
attention  and  regard.  That  this  will  become  a  system  is  nevertheless  to 
be  doubted,  however  much  the  discoveries  connected  with  the  theory 
may  be  valued,  and  the  agencies  employed  may  be  extensively  used  and 
very  salutary. 

Allopathy  or  the  Allopathic  theory,  also,  deserves  our  notice.  This 
is  the  old  or  standing  school,  from  Hippocrates  and  JBsculapius,  down  to 
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the  present  day.  Have  they  any  system  1  Did  they  ever  have  any  ? 
Every  simple  and  every  poison  has  with  them  been  a  specific,  from  sage 
and  viper's  blood,  down  to  the  poppy  and prussic  acid. 

Their  ablest  men  and  writers  testify,  that  they  are  without  a  system. 
The  celebrated  Rush  says  of  the  Faculty,  "  We  have  not  only  added  to 
or  increased  the  number  of  diseases,  but  we  have  superadded  to  their  vir- 
ulence." Dr.  Abercrombie,  a  very  distinguished  physician  of  the  Allo- 
pathic school,  says,  "  We  own  our  system  defective,  and  the  action  of 
our  remedies  in  the  highest  degree  uncertain."  Prof.  Benjamin  Water- 
house,  after  retiring  from  lecturing  and  teaching  young  men  for  the  pro- 
fession in  the  medical  department  of  Harvard  University,  for  more  than 
twenty  years,  we  might  well  think  perfectly  disgusted  with  the  theory ;  for, 
said  he,  "I  am  sick  of  learned  quackery."  Dr.  Good,  than  whom  no 
man  stands  higher  in  the  Old-School  as  an  author,  adds  his  testimony 
against  this  system.  Says  he,  "  The  science  of  medicine  is  a  barbarous 
jargon,  and  the  effects  of  our  medicines  on  the  human  system  are  uncer- 
tain,— except,  indeed,  that  they  have  already  destroyed  more  lives  than  war, 
pestilence,  and  famine,  combined."  The  American  Editor  of  Marshall 
Hall's  Practice,  spoke  very  honestly,  when  he  said,  "  Medicine  has  been 
rightly  called  a  conjectural  art." 

Dr.  Brown,  a  celebrated  author,  in  the  preface  to  his  work,  entitled 
the  "  Elements  of  Medicine,"  tells  us,  that  he  had  spent  over  twenty 
years  in  learning  the  science  of  medicine  ;  and,  after  adding  another  five, 
making  twenty-five  years  in  all,  he  came  to  the  conclusion,  as  he  says,- 
"  with  other  eminent  men,"  tha^  the  healing  art  is  "  altogether  uncer- 
tain and  incomprehensible."  He  aeclar%s,4hat  it  was  not  till  the  fifteenth 
or  twentieth  year  of  his  studies,  that  a  slight  gleam  of  light,  which  he 
compares  to  the  first  dawn  of  day,  broke  in  upon  his  benighted  vision. 
So  I  could  go  on,  and  bring  testimony  and  authority,  from  Old-School 
physicians  themselves,  sufficient  to  condemn  any  system,  and  consign 
their  theories  to  eternal  oblivion. 

A  word  more  on  this  topic,  and  we  have  done  with  Allopathy.  The 
very  name  they  bear, — the  emblazonry  on  the  standard  they  carry  before 
them,  their  name,  form,  and  presence  is  enough  to  prove  them  without  a 
system,  and  not  to  be  trusted. 

This  is  Allopathy,  a  contraction  of  words,  and  a  phrase  signifying,  We 
cure  our  diseases  by  creating  others.  Hence  an  unlimited  and  endless 
practice ;  for,  by  the  time  they  are  through  with  their  whole  encyclopae- 
dia of  diseases,  they  have  used  up  the  patient's  purse  or  his  body,  if  not 
his  soul  and  spirit.  Cure  one  disease  by  creating  another  !  Your  field 
of  grain  is  being  saved,  by  setting  fire  to  the  other  end  of  your  fence,  with 
the  wind  in  your  favor.  And  can  it  be  believed,  that  this  school  of  med- 
icine,— this  edifice  of  Allopathy,  this  misnamed  science,  is  constituted  of 
two  hundred  theories,  entirely  unlike,  except  in  the  fact,  that  they  all  are 
fruitless  as  to  results,  displaying  a  medley  that  the  scholastic  Allopathist 
may  claim  with  Hecate's  witch. 

"  Scale  of  dragon,  tooth  of  wolf ; 
Witches,  mummy,  maw  and  gulf, 
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Of  the  ravin 'd  salt  sea  shark  : 

Root  of  hemlock  digged  in  the  dark  ; 

Liver  of  blaspheming  Jew, 

Gall  of  goat,  and  slips  of  yew, 

Silvered  in  the  moon's  eclipse, 

Nose  of  Turk  and  Tartan's  lips  : 

Fingers  of  birth-strangled  child  or  babe, 

Ditch  delivered  by  a  drab, 

Make  the  gruel  thick  and  slab  ; 

Add  thereto  a  tigers   chaudron, 

For  the  ingredients  of  our  cauldron," 

Such  is  Allopathy  ;  and  we  again  ask,  Where  is  the  system  ?  We  can- 
not take  any  one  of  the  various  theories  of  the  day,  and  call  it  perfect; 
because  it  would  be  taking  a  part  of  a  beautiful  whole,  as  the  means  of 
communication,  and  a  part  of  vast  and  varied  instrumentalities,  all  neces- 
sary in  their  proper  place. 

We  have  stomachs  which  must  be  cleansed,  when  indigestion  takes 
place,  with  something  besides  the  electric  spark  or  galvanic  current,  the 
"  Hydropathic  pack,"  the  Homaeopathic  pills,  the  lancet  or  the  knife. 

Now  do  you  ask  us,  Where  is  your  system  ?  We  answer  in  facts  and 
principles,  in  a  beautiful  whole,  as  far  as  perfected  in  all  systems. 

When  the  most  beautiful  piece  of  statuary,  representing  the  human  fe- 
male form,  was  wrought,  the  sculptor  took  not  for  his  model  one  beauti- 
ful female,  but  selected  parts  for  imita^tio.n  from  a  vast  variety  of  beauti- 
ful and  fascinating  forms, — the  whole  concentred  in  his  mind's  eye.  He 
transferred  these  parts  to  the  cold  rough  marble,  till  grace  after  grace, 
line  after  line,  and  limb  after  limb,  appeared  in  the  Venus  de  Medicis, 
the  perfection,  in  sculpture,  of  female  grace,  beauty,  fascination,  and  love- 
liness. 

Thus  we  will  select,  combine,  and  mature  our  system,  which  is  to 
have  a  knowledge  of  the  facts,  principles,  and  science  of  all  the  systems 
or  theories  of  the  day. 

Adorned  for  the  acceptance  of  our  patrons,  the  support  of  our  fellow 
citizens,  and  secure  of  your  patronage,  we  urge  one  argument  more,  and 
we  have  done.  You  perceive,  that  we  have  argued  the  case  fairly,  that 
we  have  looked  on  both  sides  of  the  question,  that  we  have  been  just  and 
generous  to  those  who  are  wrongfully  our  enemies, — that  we  have  come 
forth  in  the  spirit  of  gentlemen,  and  of  physicians, — that  we  have  handled 
the  subject  with  all  the  gravity  and  zeal  its  importance  demands.  And,  in 
conclusion,  have  only  to  bring  it  home  to  your  feelings,  as  citizens,  who 
are  yourselves  deeply  interested  in  the  subject.  You  feel  for  your  rights 
and  privileges.  You  are  proud  or  humble,  as  your  State  acts  worthy,  or 
unworthy  of  herself.  You  are  exposed  to  sickness  and  death;  and  all 
will  ultimately,  willingly  or  unwillingly,  have  to  pass  through  the  hands  of 
the  physician, — a  passage  more  or  less  easy  as  the  profession  is  more,  or 
less  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  laws  of  health  and  life,  and  acts  more 
or  less  fully  from  these  principles.  We  ask  you,  then,  to  give  us  your 
support  and  patronage,  and  do  for  us,  as  physicians,  and  for  our  association 
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what  you  would  wish  to  be  done  for  you,  were  you  a  mechanic,  merchant, 
or,  in  any  capacity  or  calling,  restricted,  as  we  are,  in  our  rights  and 
privileges. 

Would  you,  duly  qualified,  skilled,  efficient,  and  obedient  to  the  duties 
of  your  calling,  be  willing  to  be  insulted  by  others,  merely  on  account  of 
unjust  legal  enactments? 

Call  you  an  able  mechanic  a  botch,  merely  because  you  were  taught 
by  a  different  master  workman,  or  choose  different  tool's  to  finish,  adorn, 
and  beautify  pieces  of  workmanship  ?  Then  feel  for  those  who  are  cal- 
led quacks,  merely  because  they  use  other  medicines,  have  been  taught 
by  other  teachers,  and  graduated  at  other  schools  and  colleges,  in  other 
States,  and  because  they  are  denied  their  rights  in  this  State  by  Legisla- 
tive authority. 

In  giving  your  countenance,  patronage,  and  support  to  the  Bay  State 
Medical  Reform  Association,  you,  as  men,  citizens,  patriot  men,  do  what 
you  should  do  speedily  to  wipe  away  the  stain  resting  on  the  escutcheon 
of  your  State,  and  banner  of  your  country. 

In  suffering  for  a  moment  the  errors  and  abuses  against  the  civil  and 
political  rights  of  a  part  of  her  citizens,  Massachusetts  is  disgracing  her- 
self as  a  State  of  equal  rights  and  privileges, — one  worthy  of  being  con- 
sidered the  cradle  of  civil  liberty,  and  the  foremost  in  the  revolutionary 
spirit  of '76.  When  you  shall  aid  our  efforts,  so  far  as  to  enable  us  to 
get  from  the  Legislature  of  our  State,  a  charter  or  charters  for  our  schools, 
seminaries,  and  colleges,  and  to  allow  us  to  use  what  medicines  and 
modes  of  cure  we  please,  all  will  then  enjoy  equal  privileges  and  equal 
rights.  « 

Will  you  do  this  ?  Will  you  act  the  part  of  freemen  and  patriots  ? 
Will  you  assist  us  in  obtaining  our  just  rights'?  Will  you,  in  short,  come 
and  render  us  your  assistance  in  doing  away  a  proud  dominant  profes- 
sion ?  If  you  will  not,  I  beg  of  you  never  more  to  decry  Jesuitism  or 
Popery.  A  privileged  class  of  priests  is  no  more  contemptible  in  a  free 
State,  than  a  privileged  class  of  physicians. 

Be  true,  then,  to  your  principles  and  privileges,  as  freemen ;  act  con- 
sistent, and  cast  your  influence  on  the  side  of  right. 

We  pass  by  many  other  weighty  considerations  which  we  might  urge 
on  this  occasion,  for  want  of  time,  having,  I  fear,  already  wearied  your 
patience.  We  have  effected  all  we  intended,  and  now  leave  you  to  act, 
and  trust  you  will  act  on  the  side  of  justice  and  humanity. 

Brethren  of  the  Society,  our  cause  is  upward  and  onward.  We  are 
sure  to  prosper ;  common  sense,  the  spirit  of  the  age,  the  science  of  the 
day,  nature  and  nature's  God  are  on  our  side ;  and  fail  we  cannot.  Nos. 
never ! 
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Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  the  Bay  State  Medical  Reform  Associa- 
tion met  at  Tremont  Temple,  in  Boston,  on  Thursday,  January  4th5 
1849,  the  President,  Walter  Burnham,  M.  D.,  in  the  chair,  who  called 
the  meeting  to  order  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  Secretary  being  absent,  James  S.  Coleman,  M.  D.,  of  Lowell,, 
was  appointed  Secretary  pro  tem. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

Stephen  Cutler,  M.  D.,  of  Worcester,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Pratt,  was 
appointed  Counsellor  pro  tern.,  to  fill  a  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  absence 
of  Dr.  Charles  Toothaker. 

Walter  Burnham,  M.  D.,  from  the  Committee  to  revise  the  Consti- 
tution, submitted  a  Report,  which  was  accepted,  and  laid  upon  the  table 
for  farther  consideration. 

An  invitation  was  then  given  by  the  President,  to  medical  gentlemen 
present,  to  join  the  Association. 

Jonas  W.  Chapman,  M.  D.,  Joseph  Jackson,  M.  D.,  George  H.  Dadd, 
M.  D.,  and  Dr.  John  R.  Patten,  of  Boston  ;  John  R.  Whittemore,  M.  D., 
Cambridgeport;  Aaron  Ordway,  M.  D.,  Lawrence;  John  V.  Wilson,  M. 
Di,  Foxboro' ;  Lloyd  Goodnow,  M.  D.,  duincy,  severally  made  applica- 
tion for  membership.  They  were  examined  by  the  Counsellors,  and  ac- 
cepted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Cutler,  the  consideration  of  the  Constitution  wras 
called  for,  was  acted  upon  article  by  article,  and  was  adopted  with  some* 
amendments,  viz.  : — 

Art.  2.  Making  semi-annual  meetings  on  the  first  Thursdays  of  Janu- 
ary and  July. 

Art.  7.  So  as  to  make  nine  members  constitute  a  quorum,  instead  of 
six. 

Art.  9.  Making  the  regular  dues  of  the  Association  one  dollar,  paya- 
ble half  yearly,  instead  of  twenty-five  cents  quarterly. 

Art.  10.  So  as  to  include  the  Vice  President  and  Counsellors,  requir- 
ing them  to  sign  the  certificates  of  membership. 

Art.  11.  Divided  and  made  into  two  articles. 

Art.  13.  So  as  to  allow  a  majority  to  expel  a  member,  instead  of  two- 
thirds. 

Art.  14.  So  as  to  elect  officers  on  the  first  Thursday  of  January  in 
each  year,  instead  of  semi-annually. 

Dr.  Carlos  Tewksbury,  of  Boston,  made  application  to  become  a  mem- 
ber, who  was  examined  by  the  Counsellors  and  accepted,' on  condition 
that  he  make  an  apology  for  his  previous  conduct,  which  he  did  in  a  gen- 
tlemanly manner,  and  was  admitted  a  member. 

On  motion  of  J.  V.  Wilson,  M.  D.,  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  officers. 

On  the  3d  ballot,  Calvin  Newton,  M.  D.,  of  Worcester,  was  elected 
President  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Geo.  W.  Churchill,  M.  D.,  of  Lowell,  was  also,  on  the  2d  ballot, 
sleeted  Vice  President  for  the  same  term. 

Voted  to  adjourn  till  3.  o'clock,  P.  M. 


BAY    STATE    MEDICAL    REFORM    ASSOCIATION,  55 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 
Agreeably  to  adjournment,  the  Association  met    at  3  o'clock,  P.  M, 
The  Vice  President,  Geo.  W.  Churchill,  M.  D.,  in  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Cutler,  the  Association  proceeded  to  choose  the  re- 
mainder of  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year ;  whereupon  the  following 
gentlemen  were  elected,  viz. : — 

Dr.  L.  W.  Jenness,  of  Lowell,  Secretary. 

Dr.  Asa  D.  Runals,       "  Treasurer. 

Stephen  Cutler,  M.  D.,  Worcester,  \ 

Walter  Burnham,  M.  D.,  Lowell,       >  Counsellors. 

Geo.  H.  Dadd,  M.  D.,  Boston,  j 

Joseph  Che  ever,  M..D.,  Boston,  Librarian. 

Joseph  Jackson,  M.  D.,  Auditor. 

The  Counsellors  reported  in  favor  of  Drs.  Joshua  Abbott,  Benjamin 
Abbott,  and  Henry  Cummings,  of  Boston,  who  had  previously  applied  for 
membership ;  and  they  were  accepted  by  the  Association. 

The  Society  then  suspended  further  business  to  hear  an  Address  from 
the  Ex-President,  after  which,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Dadd,  Voted  unanimous- 
ly, That  the  thanks  of  the  Association  be  given  to  Ex-President  Walter 
Burnham,  M.  D.,  for  his  able  and  eloquent  address;  and  that  a  copy  of 
the  same  be  requested  for  publication. 

On  motion,  adjourned  till  7  1-2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  hour  to  which  the  Association  adjourned  having  arrived,  proceed- 
ed to  business. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Tewksbury,  Voted,  That  the  Counsellors  be  author- 
ized to  call  extra  meetings  of  the  Association,  when,  in  their  judgment, 
it  may  be  necessary. 

Agreeably  to  previous  invitation,  Geo.  W.  Churchill,  M.  D.,  of  Low- 
ell, delivered  an  address. 

At  the  close  of  this,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Dadd,  the  thanks  of  the  Associ- 
ation were  tendered  to  Dr.  Churchill,  and  a  copy  of  his  Address  was 
requested  for  publication. 

Voted,  That  the  interest  of  Medical  Reform  would  be  promoted  by  the 
formation  of  District  Societies  throughout  the  State. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Pratt,  Voted,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting 
be  published  in  the  Worcester  Medical  Journal ; — also,  in  all  the  papers 
friendly  to  our  cause. 

On  motion,  Adjourned  to  meet  again  at  Worcester,  on  Thursday,  July 
5th,  1849. 

L.  W.  Jenness,  Sec'y* 
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OUR  COLLEGE  PROSPECTS. 

Our  agent  has  already  collected,  in  subscriptions,  nearly  five  thousand 
dollars,  together  with  verbal  pledges  to  the  amount  of  about  two  thousand 
more,  and  is  still  going  on  with  his  work.  A  considerable  portion  of 
this  sum  is  payable,  not  until  and  after  we  obtain  a  charter. 

Our  petition  is  now  before  the  Legislature,  with  a  fair  prospect  of 
meeting  with  favor.  We,  however,  wait  to  see,  whether  candor  or  preju- 
dice will  control  that  honorable  body.  But,  favored  or  disfavored,  we 
have  no  idea  of  retreating.  Our  intellectual  materials  are  made  of  stern- 
er stuff.     Our  course  is  onward  in  despite  of  opposition. 

Our  prospects  for  a  large  Class,  the  approaching  Session,  are  increas- 
ingly bright.  From  time  to  time,  we  hear  of  other  students  of  medicine 
having  purposed  to  be  with  us.  We  think  our  number  will  even  exceed 
what  we  have  before  mentioned.     [Ed.  Jour.] 
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BONAPARTE'S  HABITS. 

His  partiality  for  the  bath  he  mistook  for  a  necessity.  He  would  usu- 
ally remain  in  bath  two  hours,  during  which  time  I  used  to  read  to  him 
extracts  from  the  journals  and  pamphlets  of  the  day,  for  he  was  anxious 
to  hear  and  know  all  that  was  going  on.  While  in  the  bath,  he  was  con- 
tinually turning  on  the  warm  water,  to  raise  the  temperature ;  so  that  I 
was  sometimes  enveloped  in  such  a  dense  vapor  that  I  could  not  see  to 
read,  and  was  obliged  to  open  the  door.  Bonaparte  was  exceedingly 
temperate,  and  averse  to  all  excess.  His  flatterers,  probably  under  the 
idea  that  sleep  is  incompatible  with  greatness,  have  evinced  an  equal  dis- 
regard of  truth  in  speaking  of  his  night  watching.  Bonaparte  made  oth- 
ers watch,  but  he  himself  slept,  and  slept  well.  His  orders  were,  that  I 
should  call  him  every  morning  at  seven.  I  was,  therefore,  the  first  to  enter 
his  chamber ;  but  very  frequently,  when  I  awoke  him,  he  would  turn 
himself  and  say,  "  Ah>  Bourrienne,  let  me  sleep  a  little  longer."  When 
there  was  no  very  pressing  business,  I  did  not  disturb  him  again  till 
eight  o'clock.  He  generally  slept  seven  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four, 
besides  taking  a  short  nap  in  the  afternoon. 

Among  the  private  instructions  which  Bonaparte  gave  me,  one  was 
very  curious.  "  During  the  night,"  said  he,  "  enter  my  chamber  as  sel- 
dom as  possible.  Do  not  awake  me,  when  you  have  any  good  news  to 
communicate ;  with  that  there  is  no  hurry ;  but  when  you  bring  me  bad 
news,  rouse  me  instantly,  for  then  there  is  not  a  moment  to  be  lost." 
This  was  a  wise  regulation,  and  Bonaparte  found  his  advantage  in  it. 
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MIDWIFERY. 

Dr.  Newton  ; — There  are  those  among  us,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  it, 
who  are  just  stupid  enough  to  believe,  that  any  woman  of  common  genius, 
who  owns  a  treatise  on  midwifery  and  has  seen  a  human  pelvis,  is  amply 
qualified  to  officiate  in  this  important  branch  of  medical  science.  This 
opinion  is  prevailing,  to  no  inconsiderable  degree ;  and  illiterate  mid* 
wives  are  springing  up  about  us,  and,  taking  advantage  of  the  general  feel- 
ing on  the  subject,  are  offering  themselves  to  the  community  where  they 
reside,  as  competent  obstetricians,  and  ready  to  act  on  all  occasions  when 
called  upon.  Now,  it  cannot  be  disguised,  that  nine  tenths  of  those  who 
claim  to  be  prepared  for  the  "  experimentum  cruets,"  are  lamentably  ig* 
norant  of  the  first  principles  of  obstetrics,  and  cannot  tell  the  fundus  from 
the  os  uteri  or  the  os  pubis  from  the  ossa  innominata ;  and,  were  they  ask* 
ed  to  give  a  general  description  of  the  pelvis,  the  definition  of  the  term, 
or  any  thing  in  relation  to  its  anatomical  structure,  we  should  find  them 
as  ignorant  of  the  matter  as  the  most  degraded  Hottentot. 

And  as  to  the  more  intricate  part  of  the  science,  should  we  ask  infor- 
mation, we  should  gain  but  little  from  their  teachings. 

Technicalities  they  would  know  nothing  of.  The  anterior  or  supe- 
rior fontanelles,  the  different  sutures,  the  right  or  left  sacro-iliac  synchon- 
drosis, the  right  or  left  foramen  ovale,  the  ischium,  the  sacrum,  the  acet- 
abulum, would  be  like  greek  to  them,  and  they  would  understand  the 
terms  just  about  as  well. 
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In  the  parturient  chamber,  where  every  thing  goes  on  harmoniously, 
and  nature  uninterrupted  performs  her  work,  and  the  midwife  does  com- 
paratively nothing  but  look  on  as  an  idle  spectator,  what  simpleton  who 
can  handle  a  pair  of  scissors,  or  tie  a  sailor's  knot,  can  not  officiate  with 
equal  dexterity  and  skill. 

Dame  nature  well  her  part  displays, 
And  silly  midwives  get  the  praise. 

But  not  every  labor  is  a  natural  one  ;  and  hence  the  necessity  of  having 
midwives  competently  educated  and  scientifically  prepared  to  manage 
every  class  of  labor,  and  to  know  how  to  do,  and  what  to  do  in  every 
case  of  emergency.  A  timid  midwife  or  one  who  is  liable  to  faint  on  un- 
common occasions,  as  is  the  case  with  some,  is  a  very  unsafe  person,  and 
totally  unfit  for  the  profession.  In  labors  requiring  the  use  of  instru- 
ments, there  is  not  one  female  in  a  hundred  who  acts  in  the  capacity  of 
an  obstetrician  who  would  know  when  and  how  to  use  them.  Indeed,, 
few  ever  saw  the  forceps,  or  the  perforator,  or  the  vectis,  or  the  crotchet,, 
and  probably  could  not  tell  the  difference  between  them,  were  they  sub- 
mitted to  their  examination. 

Well  now,  in  a  case  of  instrumental  labor,  how  would  one  of  these  un- 
fledged midwives  get  along.  The  difficulty  of  the  case  would  cause  them 
to  vanish  at  once,  and  the  scientific  physician  would  be  called  to  dis- 
charge the  arduous  responsibilities  of  his  station,  in  relieving  the  patient 
from  her  critical  situation.  Such  instances  have  happened,  and  where, 
too,  valuable  human  life  has  been  sacrificed  by  the  inexcusable  igno- 
rance of  some  tom-fool  of  a  midwife,  who  not  knowing  enough  to  stop 
convulsions  by  the  removal  of  the  cause,  has  been  obliged  to  be  supersed- 
ed by  the  hand  of  science,  though  too  late  to  save  life. 

It  is  certainly  sickening  to  see  these  counterfeit  pimps  of  the  obstetric 
art,  vaunting  themselves  on  their  superior  knowledge,  as  though  no  one 
knew  any  thing  but  themselves.  At  every  professional  call,  they  swell  up 
like  a  toad  bitten  by  a  venomous  serpent,  and  strut  off  with  all  the  pom- 
posity of  a  Turkish  Bashaw.  One  would  think,  to  hear  them  discourse 
on  their  favorite  topic,  that  they  had  consulted  every  volume  on  obstet- 
rics from  the  elder  Ramsbotham  down  to  Dr.  Maygrier  ;  whereas,  if 
the  truth  was  known,  very  (e\v  ever  even  saw  a  treatise  on  midwifery ; 
and,  if  any  are  in  possession  of  a  library,  it  is  not  of  so  vast  a  magnitude 
but  a  common  sized  pill  box  might  contain  every  volume.  Really,  I  do 
not  wish  to  bring  reproach  upon  our  cause  by  enumerating  among  the 
ignorant  those  who  hold  themselves  up  as  obstetric  practitioners.  I 
should,  indeed,  feel  rejoiced  to  have  this  department  of  medical  science 
in  the  hand  of  females  ; — this  I  have  always  contended  for.  But  let  them 
be  educated  for  the  practice ; — let  them  go  through  a  regular  course  of 
instruction  at  some  medical  Institution,  and  become  an  honor  to  the  pro- 
fession by  their  scientific  medical  attainments.  To  have  every  stu- 
pid non-compos-mentis  engaging,  "per  saltum"  in  the  important  office  of 
a  midwife,  is  dishonorable  to  the  profession,  injurious  to  our  cause,  and 
hazardous  to  the  individual  who  entrusts  herself  in  such  unsafe  hands. 
In  the  dark  ages  of  monkish  superstition,  when  the  most  intelligent  could 
not  read  the  alphabet,  it  would  have  accorded  with  the  ignorance  of  the 
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times  to  have  employed  such  loggerheads  to  assist  in  bringing  our  off- 
spring into  this  •■  breathing  world."  But  times  have  materially  improv- 
ed. Ignorance  is  evaporating  before  the  light  of  science  ;  people  are  in- 
forming themselves  on  the  great  matter  of  medicine,  as  well  as  on  other 
matters ;  and,  while  the  means  for  obtaining  knowledge  are  abundantly 
scattered  around  us ;  while  Institutions  of  our  own  order  exist  furnished 
with  all  the  necessary  apparatus  for  illustration ;  and  while  competent  in- 
structors are  employed  to  teach  and  communicate  the  "  utile  dulci"  there 
is  not  the  slightest  excuse  for  those  who  remain  in  ignorance.  If  they 
have  reasons  for  not  embracing  these  privileges,  then  let  them  step  aside, 
and  others  more  capable  fill  their  places.  I  know  some  female  obstetri- 
cians whose  entire  library  consists  of  one  single  duodecimo  volume,  a 
work  of  such  ordinary  merit,  that  no  medical  man  even  thinks  of  recom- 
mending it  to  his  student,  a  mere  obsolete  paraphrase  of  operative  midwi- 
fery, which  they  have  occasionally  glanced  at,  and,  profiting  by  a  few  ideas 
contained  therein,  have  sallied  forth  with  a  "  little  brief  authority/'  be- 
lieving themselves  amply  prepared  for  the  practice.  Now  it  would  not 
be  at  all  marvellous,  if  in  the  few  cases  they  attend  they  should  be  signal- 
ly successful,  and  be  looked  upon  as  wonderful  creatures ;  because, 
while  every  thing  in  the  lying-in  chamber  goes  on  well,  so  go  they. 

I  have  known  them  to  be  sent  for  far  and  near,  to  which  call  they  are 
always  ready  to  respond.  Their  vanity  is  easily  inflated  ;  a  slight  puffing 
almost  throws  them  into  convulsions.  But,  notwithstanding  their  seeming 
success,  what  are  they  after  all  ?  If  you  mentally  percuss  them,  they  are 
as  resonant  as  an  empty  water  cask,  and  so  shallow,  that  it  would  not  oc- 
cupy more  than  one  minute's  time  to  tell  all  they  know. 

Surely,  this  is  a  great  country,  and  great  are  the  people  who  inhabit  it. 
I  may  have  written  rather  earnestly  on  this  subject,  but  I  trust  I  have 
said  nothing  more  than  what  is  called  for,  under  existing  circumstances. 
I  believe  that  the  public  welfare  demands  something  more  than  a  mere 
superficial  education  as  a  preparatory  measure  for  the  practice  of  midwi- 
fery. More  knowledge  than  can  be  obtained  from  the  reading  of  a  flim- 
ary  treatise  of  some  half  dozen  pages. 

Waltham,  Feb.  10th,  1849.  A.  R.  Porter, 


A  BEPTILE  CAN  LIVE  IN  THE  STOMACH. 

Dr.  Newton  : — In  Vol.  II,  No  23,  of  your  valuable  Journal,  there  is 
an  extract  from  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  under  the  fol- 
lowing caption,  "  Can  a  reptile  live  in  the  stomach?"  The  writer  asks, 
whether  "  it  is  possible  for  a  reptile  to  live  in  the  human  stomach?  and, 
if  so,  how  long  ?  Could  it  not  only  live,  but  grow  ?"  He  then  states 
the  case  of  a  Mrs.  W.  who  ejected  a  live  snake,  seven  inches  long,  of  the 
green  species,  and  says,  that,  on  being  put  in  water,  it  lived  two  days  and 
died. 

It  is  an  arrest  of  the  law  of  development ;  and  the  individual,  belong- 
ing to  the  genus  reptilia  and  the  species  serpentaria,  on  being  taken  into 
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the  stomach,  experienced  this  arrest,  and  became  accommodated  to  the 
new  element  in  which  it  was  placed.  There  is  nothing,  in  the  whole 
compass  of  human  science,  more  fully  confirmed,  than  the  law  of  devel- 
opment under  electric  action.  If  the  tadpole  is  kept  submerged  a  few 
feet  in  water,  instead  of  having  its  gills  changed  to  lungs  and  its  tail  to 
legs,  it  remains  almost  in  statu  quo ;  and,  in  the  room  of  becoming  the 
frog,  which,  in  form,  activity,  and  life,  is  a  splendid  link  in  the  chain  of 
comparative  anatomy  and  progressive  existence,  it  is  a  homely,  misshap- 
en creature,  though  it  grows  and  is  exactly  adapted,  in  all  its  parts,  to 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  lives.  It  is  an  instance  of  arrest,  un- 
der forced  circumstances,  of  the  laws  of  progressive,  organic,  animal  ex- 
istence. In  the  larva  of  the  bee,  a  change  of  conditions,  arresting  or  ac- 
celerating development,  changes  the  time,  sex,  and  form,  together  with 
the  nature,  habits,  and  disposition.  By  placing  the  cell  in  a  vertical 
position,  instead  of  horizontal,  the  female  bee,  the  queen,  is  produced  in 
sixteen  days.  Materia  is  piled  around  the  larva,  a  non-conductor  of 
electric  action,  the  cell  is  proportionably  lengthened,  and  the  larva  nour- 
ished ;  and,  we  have  the  queen, — larger,  and  more  intelligent,  amative, 
vindictive,  and  politic.  By  placing  the  larva  in  a  horizontal  position  and 
adjusting  circumstances,  the  venters  are  matured  in  twenty  days;  while, 
by  a  further  adjustment,  the  male  bees  are  retarded  to  twenty-four 
days.  Here  sex  and  the  whole  formation  of  each  individual  bee  are 
changed,  by  circumstances  more  or  less  favorable  to  the  formation  of  an- 
imalized  matter,  into  independent  individual  existence.  It  is  the  same 
in  vegetables.  If  a  crop  of  oats  is  regularly  mowed  off,  sufficiently  high 
not  to  destroy  vegetable  life,  and  yet  so  low  as  to  prevent  its  going  to  seed, 
there  will,  the  next  year,  come  up  from  the  roots  a  crop  of  rye.  Now, 
by  an  arrest  of  the  law  of  development,  there  is  an  entire  change  in  spe- 
cies. The  great  principle  sustained  by  geology  and  electro-chemistry 
is, — that  independent  existence  is  the  result  of  organic  laws,  and  that,  as 
it  regards  any  kind  of  mineral,  vegetable,  or  animal,  it  will  be,  as  to  its 
perfection  or  imperfection,  according  to  its  position  in  the  scale  of  pro- 
gressive existence,  and  as  are  the  circumstances  favorable  or  unfavorable 
to  any  special  individual  development.  In  the  instance  before  us,  in  the 
exclusion  of  light  and  air,  together  with  a  higher  temperature,  we  have 
the  arrest,  the  disturbing  and  retarding  circumstances ;  and  the  question 
is,  at  once,  scientifically  and  truly  answered.  A  reptile  can  live  and 
grow  in  the  human  stomach,  but  in  an  imperfect  state  of  development. 
It  is  changed  in  its  form,  and  viscera, — its  nature  and  disposition,  as  are 
the  circumstances.  To  the  question,  How  long  could  it  live  and  con- 
tinue to  grow  ?  we  answer,  As  long  as  its  nature  and  the  circumstances 
admit. 

But,  a  reptile  can  live  elsewhere  in  the  human  body.  In  the  "  Ladies' 
and  Gentlemens'  Magazine,  Lon.  1798,"  we  have  a  well  authenticated 
fact,  that  one  was  taken  out  of  the  heart  of  a  middle  aged  man.  He  had 
suffered  during  two  years  a  dreadful  pain  in  the  heart ;  and  so  sure  was 
he  that  there  was  an  animal  living  in  his  heart,  that  he  earnestly  request- 
ed, that,  after  he  was  dead,  his  heart  should  be  taken  out  and  examined. 
A  post  mortem  examination  was  held,  by  five  physicians,  in  the  presence 
of  his  friends.     The  heart  was  taken  out  and  laid  on  a  plate,  and  a  small 
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portion  cut  from  the  side  of  the  right  ventricle.  The  section  discovered 
a  small  hole  as  large  as  a  goose  quill  of  the  largest  size.  A  similar  sec- 
tion was  taken  from  the  left  ventricle  directly  opposite  the  former ;  and, 
two  small  holes  were  discovered.  The  operating  physician  inserted  a 
small  probe,  and  a  live  snake  protruded  its  head  !  When  extracted,  it 
was  found  to  be  nearly  six  inches  long  and  to  have  two  tails, — the  bicau- 
dation  being  perfect  and  commencing  rather  below  the  middle  of  the 
animal.  It  was  so  perfectly  serpentine  in  its  form  and  aspect,  that  indi- 
viduals shuddered  on  beholding  it.  Six  or  seven,  who  witnessed  this  fact, 
made  oath  of  its  verity,  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Its  double  tail 
was,  no  doubt,  caused  by  the  double  action  of  the  heart,  as  the  blood,  in 
electric  appulsion,  circulates  through  its  auricles  and  ventricles ;  causinor 
its  form  to  assume,  as  a  copy,  something  of  its  creating  and  sustaining 
envelope  and  causality.  We  need  not  inquire  how  it  got  there,  because, 
in  this  instance,  its  very  form  indicates,  that  it  was  there  formed—created. 
If  new  bone  can  become  formed  around  an  old  carious  or  rotten  bone, 
and  a  small  cylindrical  hole  remain,  till  the  last  particle  is  removed,  it  is 
well  for  men  of  the  medical  profession,  not  only  to  observe  and  make 
known  the  fact,  but  to  demonstrate  plainly  and  conclusively  the  laws  of 
electric  action  by  which  it  is  effected  ;  and,  if  an  animal,  of  any  kind  of 
the  entozoa,  or  even  the  reptilia,  is  discovered,  it  is  equally  their  duty. 
Ignorance  prepares  us  to  marvel,  science  to  admire.  The  former  leads 
to  apathy,  indolence,  and  error  ;  the  latter,  to  activity,  intelligence,  and 
truth. 

Lowell,  Jan.,  1849.  James  S.  Olcott. 


HEPATIZATION  OF  THE  LUNGS. 

Dr.  Newton  ; — About  two  years  since,  I  was  requested  to  be  present 
at  a  post  mortem  examination  of  a  middle  aged  female,  in  order  to  test 
the  truth  of  mesmerism,  or,  rather,  the  truthfulness  of  a  clairvoyant. 
Although  it  was  an  entire  failure  on  the  part  of  the  individual,  yet,  there 
was  one  circumstance  among  others,  which  directed  my  attention  to  the 
laws  of  electric  action  in  connection  with  vitality,  disease,  and  death* 
This  circumstance  was,  the  hepatization  of  the  lower  portion  of  the 
lungs.  The  question  with  me  was,  why  and  how  did  they  turn  to  that 
consistency  which  gave  them  the  semi-appearance  of  liver  ?  Or,  in  other 
words,  what  is  the  philosophy  of  the  fact?  This  I  shall  briefly  explain, 
and  present  the  result  of  my  inquiries  then  made.  The  individual  is, 
with  all  his  organization;  in  a  perfectly  healthy  condition,  a  perfect 
whole.  Each  part  is  absolutely  and  relatively  dependent.  In  embryonic 
existence,  the  central  organ  is  the  heart ;  and,  after  the  viviparous  animal 
has  breathed,  the  primary  centre  of  electric  action  is  the  lungs.  Unless 
they  play,  there  is  not  a  continuation  of  life  in  independent  existence ; 
and,  when  they  cease,  there  is  an  end  of  life  in  this  line  of  electric  action 
and  formation.  The  not  knowing  and  regarding  of  this  fact  has  resulted  in 
ten  thousand  errors,  through  the  whole  circle  of  vivific  phenomena,  in  this 
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line  of  electric  action  and  formation  ;  because,  having  placed  the  centre 
too  low  in  that  part,  which  is  evidently  so  as  presented  to  the  eye,  the 
whole  equipoise  has  been  a  misnomer  and  miscalculation.  Try  the  case. 
The  heart  beats  in  all  the  vertebrata,  whether  for  a  longer  or  shorter 
time  the  atmospheric  air  be  excluded  in  the  lower  series  ;  as,  in  the  am- 
phibea,  from  the  lowest  term,  which  will  give  the  animal  a  cordacting 
vitality  eight  months  in  twelve,  to  the  highest,  which  admits  not  more 
than  fifteen  minutes  exclusion  from  freely  circulating  and  respired  atmos- 
pheric air.  Now,  in  the  homo  race,  the  exclusion  in  two  minutes  brings 
on  asphyxia,  a  comotose  state,  and  death.  What  was  the  centre  I  The 
lungs.  In  a  stroke  of  the  sun,  on  post  mortem  examination,  what  is  the 
point  affected?  Not  the  brain  but  the  lungs.  In  medical  jurisprudence, 
as  it  regards  infanticide,  what  is  the  first  organ  examined?  Is  it  the 
heart  ?  No;  but  the  lungs  !  What  is  the  direct  inference  ?  Why,  that, 
with  man,  the  lungs  are  the  centre  of  life.  Here  it  is  that  the  blood  is 
electrified,  and  prepared  in  energetic  materia  to  cause  the  heart  to  pul- 
sate ;  and  here  it  is,  that  the  extra  incorporated  animalized  matter,  which 
determines  above  the  cardiac  region,  must  be  thrown  off  from  the  system. 
The  lungs  take  in  the  freely  circulating  electric  fluid  in  the  air,  necessa- 
ry to  carry  on  life,  and  throw  off  the  carbonic  acid  gas,  or,  in  other 
words,  every  thing  not  necessary  to  liie,  which  determines  on  this  centre 
of  animal  independent  existence.  In  the  subject  of  post  mortem  exami- 
nation, the  left  ventricle  of  the  heart  was  firmly  attached  to  the  pericar- 
dium, and  the  pericardium,  to  the  left  hypochondrium  ;  and  the  right  lobe 
of  the  liver  to  the  left.  The  chest  was  filled  with  a  yellowish  water.  In 
this  fluid,  the  lungs  had  to  play  and  perform  their  functions;  but  this 
fluid  was  that  animalized  materia  which,  in  a  healthy  condition,  would 
have  been  thrown  off  from  the  system  ;  and  a  relatively  large  proportion 
has  escaped  from  the  liver,  retaining,  though  in  a  fluid  state,  its  nature. 
Now  there  is  a  point  of  self  protection,  self  preservation,  and  resistance, 
beyond  which  no  organ  in  the  body  can  act :  and  the  lungs,  through 
their  absorbents,  are  necessarily  compelled  to  receive  this  hepatic  mate- 
ria, and  the  self-formative  action  of  the  lungs  necessarily  changes  the 
lungs  themselves  to  liver.  The  formation  is  more  or  less  perfect,  accord- 
ing to  the  time,  the  extent  of  disease,  and  the  natural  vigor  or  debility  of 
the  individual  constitution.  The  lower  portion  of  the  lungs  is  hepatized, 
because  this  was  first  submerged  in  the  water,  causing  the  hydro-thorax. 
In  the  hepatization  of  the  lungs,  we  have  an  instance  of  animalization, 
under  the  laws  of  electric  action,  of  a  marked  and  distinct  character. 

Perhaps  the  inquiry  may  arise,  How  came  the  heart  to  be  fastened  to  the 
pericardium  ?  There  were  five  conical  ligaments  extremely  tough,  hav- 
ing the  base  resting  on  the  heart,  and  the  apex  on  the  pericardium. 
These  were  an  inch  long.  These  conical  ligatures  were  composed  of 
the  materia  thrown  in  electric  action  from  the  heart,  which  could  not  be 
taken  up  by  the  pericardium,  and,  at  that  point,  because,  it  was  at  that 
point,  that  the  pericardium  was  fastened  to  the  chest.  Under  other  cir- 
cumstances of  disease,  or,  in  health,  of  strong  passion,  the  electric  fluid, 
not  being  passed  freely  through  the  blood  and  whole  system,  frequently 
softens  the  muscle  and  nerves  of  the  heart  itself;  and  we  have,  in  disease, 
the  ruptured,  and,  in  sorrow,  the  broken  heart.     Would  it  not  be  well, 
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that  more  attention  be  paid  to  the  laws  of  electric  action,  which  in  fact 
constitute  the  laws  of  life  ?  It  is  surely  time  for  us  to  speak  of  the  elec- 
tric circulation  of  the  blood  and  of  the  electric  derangement  of  the  sys- 
tem, because  we  thus  come  at  once  to  the  true  material  causality  as  a 
whole.  To  speak  of  a  nervous  derangement  takes  only  a  part  of  the  dis- 
ease, and  leaves  the  causality  entirely  out  of  the  question.  The  high  law 
of  electric  action  and  formation  should  be  spoken  of  with  confidence.  It 
is  no  longer  matter  of  doubt  but  certainty,  in  chemistry,  mineralogy,  and 
natural  philosophy ;  nor  is  it,  as  it  regards  the  formation  and  sustentation 
of  individual,  independent,  animal  existence. 

Lowelly  Jan.,  1849.  James  S.  Olcott. 


From  Shew  on  Cholera. 

LIVING  ON  WATER. 

The  living  body  may  be  compared  to  a  perpetual  furnace,  which  has  a 
tendency  constantly,  by  evaporation,  to  become  dry.  Its  natural  temper- 
ature internally,  98°  Fahrenheit,  is  much  above  that  of  the  surrounding 
objects  of  nature,  and  hence  this  result.  If  all  food  and  water  are  for  a 
length  of  time  withheld  from  the  animal,  he  becomes  parched  and  fever- 
ish ;  in  a  few  days,  at  most,  delirium  supervenes,  and,  if  the  experiment 
be  continued  any  considerable  time,  death  is  the  inevitable  result.  A 
human  being  dies  in  about  three  weeks  without  food  or  water  ;  but,  if  the 
indication  of  thirst  is  answered  by  a  free  supply  of  pure  soft  water,  the 
individual  lives  more  than  twice  that  length  of  time. 

In  the  "  Transactions  of  the  Albany  Institute,"  for  1830,  Dr.  Mc- 
Naughton  relates  the  case  of  one  Reuben  Kelsey,  a  religious  maniac, 
twenty-seven  years  of  age,  who  lived  on  water  alone  for  fifty  three  days. 
The  first  six  weeks  he  was  able  to  walk  out  every  day,  and  sometimes 
spent  a  great  part  of  the  day  in  the  woods.  His  walk  was  said  to  be 
steady  and  firm,  and  his  friends  even  remarked  that  his  step  had  an  unu- 
sual elasticity.  He  shaved  himself  until  about  a  week  before  his  death, 
and  was  able  to  sit  up  in  bed  to  the  last  day.  There  is  also  a  well-au- 
thenticated case  of  a  "  crack-bramed  "  man  at  Leyden,  who  pretended 
that  he,  could  fast  as  long  as  Christ  did  ;  and  it  was  found,  that  he  held 
out  the  time  of  forty  days  without  eating  any  food,  only  he  drank  water 
and  smoked  tobacco,-which  last  practice,  of  course,  only  injured  him,  ex- 
cept in  the  way  of  amusing  the  mind.*  And,  in  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  Dec.  13,  1848,  Dr.  W.  V.  M.  Edmonson,  of  East  New 
Market,  Md.,  gives  an  account  of  a  gentleman  of  that  vicinity,  aged 
eighty-five  years,  who  had  lived,  eschewing  all  nourishment  except  air 
and  water,  for  forty-three  days  and  five  hours.  His  bowels  were  moved 
the  first  twenty  days  once  ;  the  next  fifteen  days,  twice  ;  the  remaining 
eight  days,  three  times.     He  had  been  indisposed  for  some  ten  days  prior 


*  See  Curiosities  of  Common  Water.     By  John  Smith,  C.  M.     London :  1723. 
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to  the  period  of  fasting.  He  was  a  man  of  industrious  habits,  frugal, 
and  temperate. 

In  the  old  country,  where  food  is  often  scarce  among  the  poor,  persons 
suffering  with  the  cravings  of  hunger  have  learned  that  water  is  an  excel- 
lent means  with  which  to  combat  the  horrors  of  famishing.  The  old  writer 
on  water,  John  Smith  of  England,  tells  us,  that  he  once  had  a  sad  com- 
plaint from  a  poor  old  woman  of  the  greatness  of  her  want,  affirming  that 
oftentimes  she  had  not  eaten  any  food  for  two  or  three  days ;  upon  which 
he  asked  her  if  she  did  not  then  suffer  much  uneasiness  in  her  stomach ; 
she  answered  she  had,  but  at  last  found  a  way  to  assuage  her  hunger  by 
drinking  water,  which  did  satisfy  her  appetite. 

Cruel  and  unwarrantable  experiments  have  been  made  upon  animals, 
to  prove  what  was  already  sufficiently  apparent — the  great  influence  of 
water  in  sustaining  life.  Thus,  barn-yard  fowls  have  been  kept  without 
either  food  or  water,  and  are  found  never  to  pass  the  ninth  day ;  but,  if 
water  be  furnished  them  freely,  they  live  to  the  twentieth  day.  These 
are  interesting  experiments ;  but  none  except  worse  than  barbarians  can 
repeat  them.  These  facts  I  have  given,  to  show  you  the  dependence  of 
life  upon  water.  Many  more  might  be  given  on  the  same  point,  but 
these  will  suffice. 
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REMEDIAL  USES  OF  WATER. 

Let  us  look,  secondly,  at  some  of  the  remedial  uses  of  water. 

Whenever  a  general  feverishness,  from  whatever  cause,  is  brought  on 
in  animals,  they  not  only  instinctively  drink  water,  but  immerse  them- 
selves in  it,  if  it  is  possible  for  them  to  do  so.  It  is  said,  that,  in  some 
countries,  wild  pigs  become  violently  convulsed  by  eating  henbane,  and 
that,  by  going  into  water,  and  by  drinking  it  they  recover.  And,  when 
animals  become  feverish  from  mutilations  or  mechanical  injury,  they  seek 
lying  upon  the  damp  ground  in  the  cool  air,  and  even  in  mud  and  wet, 
and  go  not  unfrequently  into  the  water.  Long  ago  it  was  ascertained 
in  England,  that,  when  Canary  birds  had  convulsions,  to  which  they  were 
subject,  immersion  in  cold  water  generally  effected  a  cure.  And  a  lady 
informed  Sir  John  Floyer,  that,  when  her  lap-dog  had  convulsions, 
"  'twas  cured  of  them  by  being  thrown  into  a  tub  of  water." 

Rats,  all  housekeepers  know,  go  at  once  to  water,  when  they  have 
swallowed  arsenic  that  had  been  set  for  them ;  and  hence]  too,  it  is  well 
known,  that  water  must  be  kept  out  of  their  reach ;  otherwise,  they  are 
very  apt  to  recover  from  the  acute  gastritis  caused  by  the  poison.  Do- 
mestic animals,  as  cats  and  dogs,  when  poisoned  by  arsenic  that  had 
been  set  for  rats,  take  at  once  to  lapping  down  great  quantities  of  water, 
and  are  thus  sometimes  apparently  saved.  I  knew  a  fine  old  pointer-dog 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  that,  after  he  had  been  nearly  beaten  to  death 
by  the  barbarian  dog-killers,  went  for  days  without  food,  but  lapped  often 
large  quantities  of  water,  and  was  thus  saved. 
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OUR  COLLEGE  PROSPECTS. 

Our  next  Lecture  Term  will  commence  on  Thursday,  March  1st. 
We  are  in  expectation  of  a  large  Class,  and  we  are  making  arrangements 
to  afford  them  the  best  of  facilities.  Indeed,  we  think  we  make  no  vain 
boast,  in  saying  that  we  now  have  as  able  a  Faculty  and  as  desirable  an 
array  of  means  for  illustrating  the  various  branches  of  medical  science, 
as  can  be  found  connected  with  any  Botanic  Medical  College  in  the 
country ;  and,  if  we  fail  to  communicate  a  knowledge  of  more  true  pro- 
fessional science  than  is  taught  at  any  Medical  Institution,  Botanic  or 
Allopathic,  it  will  result  from  our  lack  of  intellectual  talent,  and  not  from 
any  want  of  ambitious  desire  or  effort,  on  our  part. 

The  amount  of  pledges  to  our  funds  is,  from  time  to  time,  increasing, 
under  the  exertions  of  our  Agent,  and  already  falls  but  little  short  of 
$7,000.  We  are  not,  in  this  matter,  numbered  with  those  who  "  put 
their  hands  to  the  plough  and  look  back."  Our  aim,  we  are  free  to  ad- 
mit, will  not  be  reached,  till  we  have  a  College,  affording  advantages  su- 
perior to  those  of  any  Medical  Institution  at  present  existing  in  the  land. 

The  bill  granting  us  a  charter  has  already  passed  one  branch  of  our 
Legislature,  and  awaits  its  issue  with  the  other.     [Ed.  Jour.] 


THE  PHYSIOLOGICO-MEDICAL  RECORDER. 

The  Botanico-Medical  Recorder,  published  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  we 
observe,  has  lately  been  converted  into  the  Physiologico-Medical  Record- 
er and  Surgical  Journal,  and  has  taken  the  form  of  a  monthly  periodical. 
With  the  change  of  its  name  and  period  of  issue,  it  has,  also,  changed 
hands.  It  is  now  edited  and  published  by  Professors  Brown  and  Stock- 
well  of  the  Medical  College  over  which  Dr.  Curtis  has  long  presided,  and 
which,  too,  we  learn,  has  undergone  a  similar  kind  of  transmutation, — it 
being  no  longer  the  Botanico-Medical  College  of  Ohio,  but  modestly  the 
American  Physiologico-Medical  College.  Well,  this  is  a  great  country, 
and  often  great  and  unexpected  changes  are  occurring  in  it. 

In  looking  hastily  over  the  first  number  of  the  Physiologico-Medical 
Recorder,  we  must  say  we  are  pleased  with  the  important  improvements 
which  the  paper  has  undergone.  It  is  far  more  professional  than  it  has 
been  ;  and,  if  it  continues  as  it  has  now  begun,  we  think  it  will  do  a 
good  deal  towards  the  advancement  of  medical  science.  The  articles 
are  generally  well  written  and  instructive.  We  have  no  disposition  to 
disguise  the  truth,  that,  in  our  judgment,  the  Recorder,  in  times  past, 
has,  in  the  main,  been  filled  with  vain  puffs  of  an  individual  whom  some 
have  "  delighted  to  honor,"  and  with  low  ranting  against  regularism,  ra- 
ther than  with  valuable  information  suitably  expressed  We  are  aware, 
there  are  those  who  are  pleased  with  this  sort  of  reading ;  but  it  never 
has  been,  and,  we  trust,  never  will  be  ours  to  pander  to  such  vulgar 
minds. 

We  are  very  willing  to  own,  that,  with  most  of  the  Botanic  periodicals 
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of  the  day,  we  have  been  heartily  ashamed.  Even  when  the  articles 
given  us  have  contained  valuable  truths,  the  dress  has  been  so  imperfect, 
that,  in  quoting  a  page,  we  have  had  to  make  a  dozen  or  twenty  ortho- 
graphical and  grammatical  corrections.  Not  unfrequently  we  have  been 
obliged  to  omit  the  copying  of  some  important  sentiments,  from  the  fact, 
that  we  could  not,  without  re-writing  the  article,  get  those  sentiments  de- 
cently before  the  intelligent  reader.  In  this,  some,  we  know,  will  charge 
us  with  laying  undue  stress  on  matters  comparatively  unimportant.  It 
may  be  so.  But  who  does  not,  in  ordinary  cases,  like  a  little  regard  to 
things  that  are  merely  external  and  ornamental.  For  illustration,  it  is 
not  essential  in  what  garb,  a  person  listens  to  a  political  speech  or  reli- 
gious address,  in  the  public  assembly.  Still,  we  imagine,  it  would  not 
generally  be  considered  as  in  very  good  taste  for  the  farmer  or  the  miller 
to  take  his  seat  in  the  congregation,  in  his  ordinary  secular  habiliments. 
And  so,  it  seems  to  us,  that  none  but  a  grovelling  taste  can  be  satisfied, 
when  professional  truth  is  communicated  in  language  ungrammatical  and 
undignified.  It  looks  a  little  too  much  like  "  a  jewel  of  gold  in  a  swine's 
snout."  The  new  editors  of  the  Recorder  have  cur  best  wishes  for  their 
success.     [Ed.  Jour.] 


CHARACTER  OF  OBSTETRICIANS. 

Our  readers,  we  suppose,  understand,  that  our  publishing  an  article 
from  a  correspondent  is  never  to  be  taken  as  evidence,  that  we,  in  full, 
endorse  its  sentiments.  We  open  our  columns  to  the  suitable  discussion 
of  any  medical  subject,  and  are  willing  to  receive  the  arguments  of  the 
candid,  on  either  side  of  any  question. 

The  subject  of  Dr.  Porter's  article,  in  the  present  number,  is  one 
which  hitherto  we  have  not  touched  :  nor  are  we  now  prepared  for  a  defi- 
nite expression  of  opinion.  We  are,  however,  willing  to  hear  the  views 
of  others,  temperately  expressed,  though  conflicting. 

On  the  whole  subject  of  midwifery  and  others  of  a  delicate,  nature,  we 
have  thus  far  spoken  with  more  reserve  than  we  intend  hereafter  to  do. 
The  truth  is  obstetricians,  whether  male  or  female,  and  all  who  deal, 
to  any  important  extent,  in  medicine  and  surgery,  should  be  thoroughly 
trained  for  their  work.  We  do  not  set  a  farmer,  however  experienced 
and  scientific,  to  make  our  watches  for  us,  nor  a  carpenter  to  do  the  of- 
fice of  a  tailor.  Why,  then,  should  we,  without  specific  qualifications 
for  the  office,  employ  persons  to  repair  and  to  protect  against  danger, 
that  most  delicate  and  important  piece  of  mechanism, — the  human 
frame  ?  When  we  would  not,  about  even  the  most  unimportant  of  other' 
matters,  employ  an  ignoramus,  nor  a  man,  however  intelligent  and  edu- 
cated in  other  respects,  who  is  ignorant  of  the  specific  business  to  be  en- 
gaged in,  why  should  we  entrust  our  very  lives,  at  the  most  critical  peri- 
ods of  our  earthly  existence,  in  the  most  unskilful  and  unsafe  hands. 

And  here  we  are  constrained  to  animadvert  on  one  practice  which  we 
have  found  somewhat  common  with  people  from  whom  we  should  expect 
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the  exhibition  of  more  consistency.  We  refer  to  the  course  of  those 
who,  disgusted  with  the  old  depleting  and  poisoning  practice  of  medicine, 
resolve  to  employ,  in  the  main,  such  practitioners  as  adopt  nature's  re- 
medies only  ;  but,  to  secure  this  object,  resort,  in  all  ordinary  cases,  to 
some  vain  and  ignorant  boaster,  that  claims  to  be  a  genuine  Thomso- 
nian,  Root,  or  Indian  doctor,  and  then,  in  the  hour  of  emergency, 
when  they  know,  that  anatomical  knowledge  and  professional  skill  are 
required,  will  run,  for  the  educated  physician  indeed,  but  for  one,  whose 
medicinal  agents  are  known  to  be  of  the  most  dangerous  character. 
Such  folly  certainly  demands  a  pointed  rebuke.  Laudable  efforts  are 
now  being  made  to  give  all  our  practitioners  opportunity  for  a  thorough 
professional  education.  Botanic  physicians,  well  versed  in  every  branch 
of  the  profession,  are  already  scattered,  in  measurably  competent  num- 
bers, throughout  the  community.  Why  is  there  not  a  more  marked  en- 
couragement given  to  such  ?  Is  there  no  obligation,  in  this  matter,  rest- 
ing on  the  friends  of  a  common  cause, — the  cause  of  suffering  humanity? 
[Ed.  Jour.] 


From  the  Water-Care  Journal. 

BATHING  IN  CHILD-BIRTH  BY  THE  ANCIENTS. 

To  the  Editer  of  the  Water-Cure  Journal. 

An  account  given  me,  the  other  day,  of  the  Hydropathic  treatment  of 
lying-in  women,  recalled  to  my  mind  the  following  passage  from  one  of 
the  Latin  poets,  which  shows  that  the  use  of  the  bath  immediately  after 
child-birth,  however  startling,  is  no  new  thing.  The  extract  is  from  the 
Andrian  of  Terence,  Act  III.,  Scene  II.  The  speaker  is  the  mid-wife, 
and  the  person  addressed,  the  maid-servant  of  the  woman  just  delivered. 
I  translate  : 

"  Lesbia.  Hitherto,  Archillis,  all  the  usual  and  necessary  signs  of 
safety  appear  in  Glycery.  The  first  thing  you  are  now  to  do,  is  to  bathe 
her.  Then  let  her  drink  of  what  I  prescribed,  and  in  the  quantity  I  or- 
dered.    I'll  return  again  in  a  minnte,"  &c. 

This  passage,  though  taken  from  a  Latin  poet,  is  in  reality  evidence  of 
the  Greek  custom  in  such  cases,  since  it  is  a  translation  by  Terence  from 
the  Greek  of  Menander.  Dacier  remarks  upon  it:  "  Istaec  ut  lavet.  It 
was  the  custom  in  Greece  for  women,  after  they  were  brought  to  bed,  to 
be  put  into  the  bath.  There  is  a  remarkable  passage  in  Callinachus,  and 
another  in  Lucian  to  this  purpose.  Istaec  is  a  nominative  singular  for 
ista.     Commentators  have  been  strangely  mistaken  here." 

I  subjoin,  for  the  satisfaction  of  scholars  the  original  text  : — 

"  T.esbia.    Adhuc,  Archillis,  quse  adsolent,  qugeque  opoitet      's 
Signa  esse  ad  salutem,  omnia  huic  e«se  video. 
Nunc  primum  fac,  istaec  ut  lavet :  post  deinde, 
Quod  jussi  ei  dare  bibere,  et  quantum  imparevi, 
Date  :  mox  ego  hue  revertar." 

A  Reader  of  the  W.  C.  Journal. 

Union  College,  November,  1848. 


68  PATENT    RIGHT    FOR    EATING    SLOWLY. VALUE    OF    AIR. 

From  the  American  Phrenological  Journal. 

PATENT  RIGHT  FOR  EATING  SLOWLY. 

Of  the  importance  of  eating  slowly,  the  Journal  has  treated  in  former 
volumes.  Eating  slowly  will  nearly  or  quite  obviate  that  ovER-eating 
which  constitutes  one  of  the  greatest  sins  and  causes  of  suffering  of  the 
acre,  and,  more  than  any  other  dietetic  rule,  promotes  health,  intellectual- 
ity, and  morality.  How,  then,  can  slow  eating  be  secured  ?  Ah,  that  is 
the  Herculean  labor.  Probably  every  reader  knows  that  he  eats  both  too 
fast  and  too  much,  and  is  intensely  desirous  of  knowing  how  to  obviate  both 
together — all  previous  effort  having  been  signally  abortive — that  thereby 
he  may  promote  health,  prolong  life,  and  redouble  all  his  mental  capabil- 
ities. The  great  invention  for  enabling  possessors  of  rights  to  eat  slowly 
has  at  length  been  made.  Like  all  other  great  discoveries,  it  is  simple 
and  easily  applied,  and,  at  the  same  time,  perfectly  efficacious.  It 
is  this  : 

Take  small  mouthfuls.  Cut  bread,  sauce,  pudding,  every  thing 
you  eat,  into  small  parcels,  and  eat  one  at  a  time  ;  and  eat  spoon 
victuals  with  a  small  spoon  ;  and  the  mastery  over  a  gormandizing  appe- 
tite is  complete,  and  bolting  your  food  in  hot  haste  is  effectually  preclu- 
ded. Try  it,  and  you  will  be  astonished  at  the  simplicity  and  potency  of 
its  operation. 


From  the  American  Phrenological  Journal. 

VALUE  OF  AIR. 

The  press  teems  with  the  value  of  iron,  coal,  lead,  gold,  and  other 
mines.  Encomiums  on  steamboats  and  railroads,  and  panegyrics  on  va- 
rious other  discoveries  and  improvements  are  issued  from  the  press,  and 
echoed  from  mouth  to  mouth  every  where.  Nor  is  their  absolute  utility 
probably  overrated.  Yet  our  greatest  blessings  we  too  often  prize  least. 
Think  of  the  value  of  that  well  by  your  door.  How  many  pailfuls  of 
good  water  do  you  draw  thence  daily  and  yearly  ?  And  how  much  would 
you  be  willing  to  pay  per  week,  if  you  could  obtain  water  from  no  other 
source?  Money  is  utterly  inadequate  to  measure  its  worth.  Yet  how 
little  is  water  prized,  compared  with  its  utility,  both  in  masses  and  in 
smaller  parcels. 

Yet  air  is  still  more  imperiously  necessary.  Who  can  live  five  min- 
utes without  it  ?  Every  breath  an  inspiration  of  life  !  How  delicious, 
too,  to  bask  in  the  gentle  breeze,  and  even  breast  its  more  violent  blasts ! 
How  bracing  to  those  in  health,  how  refreshing  and  strengthening  to  the 
invalid  !  Oh,  who  can  duly  estimate  the  value  of  atr  !  Who  so  grate- 
ful, but  should  breathe  forth  eternal  thanks  to  that  bountiful  Supplier  of 
this  ocean  of  air  !  And  yet  how  many  stint  themselves  in  its  use,  and  on- 
ly half  live  in  consequence.  Let  us  all  practically  second  this  bountiful 
provision,  by  even  a  prodigal  use  of  this  first  of  Heaven's  luxuries,  as  well 
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as  necessities.  How  many  shut  it  out,  as  far  as  possible,  from  their  par- 
lors and  chambers  !  How  many  fear  it,  as  if  it  were  a  venomous  viper, 
and  wickedly  accuse  it  of  giving  them  colds,  whereas  it  is  the  want  of 
it  that  harms  them  !  Living  on  the  shortest  possible  allowance  of  it,  for 
weeks,  and  months,  and  even  years,  and  heating  up  the  stinted  morsel  al- 
lowed, till  its  life  is  nearly  burnt  out  of  it,  and  then  going  carelessly  into 
its  free  breeze  for  a  few  minutes,  may  give  colds ;  yet  the  breeze  does 
not  do  this  evil,  but  the  previous  severity.  Mothers,  too,  more  careful 
than  wise,  wrap  up  and  house  up  their  little  ones,  as  though  it  was  a 
mortal  poison  ?  Away  such  folly.  Open  windows,  doors,  mouths,  and 
nostrils,  to  its  copious  ingress.  Use  every  means  to  invite,  instead  of  ex- 
pelling it.     And  let  our  use  of  it  be  as  boundless  as  its  supply  is  infinite  ! 

These  reflections  were  suggested  by  the  following,  from  the  Quarter- 
ly Review  : 

"  The  atmosphere  rises  above  us  with  its  cathedral  dome,  arching  to- 
ward the  heavens,  of  which  it  is  the  most  familiar  synonym  and  symbol. 
It  floats  around  us,  like  that  grand  object  which  the  Apostle  John  saw  in 
his  vision — *  A  sea  of  glass  like  unto  crystal.'  So  massive  is  it  that,  when 
it  stirs,  it  tosses  about  great  ships  like  playthings,  and  sweeps  cities  and 
forests,  like  snow  flakes,  to  destruction  before  it ;  and  yet  it  is  so  mobile  that 
we  have  lived  years  in  it  before  we  can  be  persuaded  that  it  existed  at  all, 
and  the  great  bulk  of  mankind  never  realize  the  truth  that  they  are  bathed 
in  an  ocean  of  air.  Its  weight  is  so  enormous  that  iron  shivers  before  it 
like  glass  ;  yet  a  soap  ball  sails  through  it  with  impunity,  and  the  thinnest 
insect  waves  it  aside  with  its  wing.  It  ministers  lavishly  to  all  the  senses. 
We  touch  it  not,  but  it  touches  us.  Its  warm  south  winds  bring  back 
color  to  the  face  of  the  invalid  ;  its  cool  west  winds  refresh  the  fevered 
brow,  and  make  the  blood  mantle  our  cheek  ;  even  its  north  blast  bra- 
ces into  new  vigor  the  hardened  children  of  our  rugged  climate.  The 
eye  is  indebted  to  it  for  all  the  magnificence  of  sunrise,  the  full  bright- 
ness of  mid-day,  the  chastened  radience  of  the  gloaming,  and  the  clouds 
that  cradle  near  the  sun.  But  for  it,  the  rainbow  would  want  its  '  tri- 
umphal arch,'  and  the  winds  would  not  send  their  fleecy  messengers  on 
errands  round  the  heavens.  The  cold  ether  would  not  shed  snow  feath- 
ers on  the  earth,  nor  would  drops  of  dew  gather  on  the  flowers.  The 
kindly  rain  would  never  fall,  nor  hail,  storm,  nor  fog,  diversify  the  face 
of  the  sky.  Our  naked  globe  would  heat,  dazzle,  and  burn  all  things. 
Were  there  no  atmosphere,  the  evening  sun  would  in  a  moment  set,  and, 
without  warning,  plunge  the  earth  in  darkness.  But  the  air  keeps  in  her 
hand  a  sheath  of  his  rays,  and  lets  them  slip  but  slowly  through  her  fin- 
gers ;  so  that  the  shadows  of  evening  are  gathered  by  degrees,  and  the 
flowers  have  time  to  bow  their  heads,  and  every  creature  space  to  find 
a  place  of  rest,  and  to  nestle  to  repose.  In  the  morning  the  gairish  sun 
would,  at  one  bound,  burst  from  the  bosom  of  night,  and  blaze  above  the 
horizon  ;  but  the  air  watches  for  his  coming,  and  sends  first  one  little 
ray  to  announce  his  approach,  and  then  another,  and  by  and  by  a  hand- 
ful, and  so  gently  draws  aside  the  curtain  of  night,  and  slowly  lets  the 
light  fall  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  till  her  eyelids  open,  and  like  a  man 
she  goeth  forth  again  to  her  labors  till  the  evening." 
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From  the  Journal  of  Health. 

BENEFITS  OF  WALKING. 

Dr.  Urvvin,  in  his  book  on  Mental  Diseases,  says  :  "  Last  week  I  con- 
versed with  a  veteran  in  literature  and  years,  whose  powers  of  mind  no 
one  can  question,  however  they  may  differ  from  him  in  speculative 
points.  This  gentleman  has  preserved  the  health  of  his  body  and  the 
soundness  of  his  mind  through  a  long  course  of  multifarious  and  often 
depressing  circumstances,  by  a  steady  perseverance  in  the  habit  of  walk- 
ing every  day.  He  has  survived  for  a  long  period,  almost  all  the  literary 
characters  who  were  his  cotemporaries,  at  which  his  own  writings  exci- 
ted much  public  attention.  Almost  all  of  them  have  dropped  into  the  grave 
one  after  another,  while  he  has  continued  on  in  an  uninterrupted  course. 
But  they  were  men  of  far  less  regular  habits,  and,  I  am  obliged  to  add, 
of  much  less  equanimity  of  mind.  Yet  the  preservation  of  his  equanim- 
ity has,  I  verily  believe,  been  ensured  by  the  unvaried  practice  to  which  I 
have  referred,  and  which  in  others  would  prove  equally  availible,  if  stead- 
ily and  perseveringly  pursued." 

We  know  a  clergyman  who  was  feeble  in  his  youth,  but  who  is  now 
seventy-five  years  of  age,  and  who  has  preached  to  the  same  people  about 
fifty  years,  and  who  enjoys  better  health  now  than  when  he  was  young. 
He  has  been  a  great  walker,  and  attributes  his  confirmed  and  prolonged 
health  to  this  simple  exercise.  The  late  John  Q,.  Adams  was  one  of  the 
greatest  pedestrians  we  ever  knew.  We  believe  there  is  no  exercise 
more  congenial  to  health  and  longevity  than  walking. 


From  the  Water-Cure  Journal. 

THE  POWER  OF  ELECTRIC  LIGHT. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Staite,  inventor  of  a  patented  Electric  Light,  has  made 
some  exceedingly  interesting  and  valuable  experiments  at  the  Hanover 
Square  Rooms,  London,  to  prove  the  power  and  efficacy  of  his  discovery. 
The  London  Post  gives  the  following  particulars  :  The  results  were  as 
favorable  as  could  be  wished,  and  certainly  surpassed  the  expectations  of 
most  of  those  assembled  to  witness  them.  The  light  resembled  a  spark  of 
the  most  brilliant  and  vivid  fire,  about  the  size  or  rather  less  than  the 
burner  of  a  common  argand  lamp.  There  is  no  combustion,  nor  will  it 
produce  combustion,  by  coming  in  contact  with  combusible  substances. 
The  power  is  immense,  resembling  day  or  sun  light,  and  obscuring  the 
light  of  candles  in  the  manner  that  rays  of  daylight  obscure  them.  The 
great  room  was  illuminated  by  the  operation.  The  light  is  generated  or 
produced  by  a  battery  of  44  plates,  of  the  dimension  of  1  1-4  square 
yards.  It  is  understood  to  be  self  regulating,  and  to  be  so  cheap  that 
any  person  can  afford  to  pay  for  it.  The  application  of  this  invention 
to  the  use  of  light-houses  was  partly  discussed,  and  its  advantages  set 
forth. 
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It  is  the  intention  of  the  inventor  to  give  a  series  of  lectures  on  his 
discovery,  whereby  the  scientific  public  will  be  afforded  an  opportunity 
of  a  fuller  and  more  complete  test  and  explanation,  and  can  form  their 
own  opinions  accordingly. 

An  Interesting  Scientific  Acquisition  has  just  been  made  in  Europe, 
says  "  Galignaai,"  by  M.  Andraud,  the  engineer  so  well  known  by  his 
works  and  experiments  on  compressed  air.  At  the  shop  of  a  dealer  in 
second-hand  articles,  he  discovered  and  purchased  the  electrifying  ma- 
chine, still,  after  a  lapse  of  nearly*80  years,  in  an  excellent  state  of  pres- 
ervation, of  Benjamin  Franklin,  which  is  supposed  to  have  been  made 
at  Philadelphia/' 


From  Shew  on  Cholera. 

BOERHAAVE'S  THEORY  OF  FEVER. 

Boerhaave,  the  most  learned  physician  of  his  time,  held  as  a  theory 
that  fever  was  caused  by  a  lentor  (something  cold)  in  the  blood.  This 
theory — for  it  was  only  a  theory — caused,  for  about  two  centuries,  one  of 
the  most  erroneous  modes  of  practice  that  ever  crept  among  the  already 
multiform  and  barbarous  jargons  of  the  medical  art.  Alas !  what  erro- 
neous theories  and  practices  which  the  human  mind  could  by  any  possi- 
bility invent,  have  not  been  put  forth  to  torture  human  nature  with? 
Every  one  of  you  that  has  arrived  at  adult  age,  can  well  remember  how, 
a  few  years  since,  no  fever  patients — none  with  inflammatory  disease  of 
'whatever  kind — could  touch  a  drop  of  cold  water,  at  the  peril  of  life. 
"  It  will  be  the  very  death  of  you,"  exclaimed  the  practitioner.  The  an- 
athemas against  poison  could  be  no  more  imperative  than  this  against 
pure  cold  water  in  fever.  Now  and  then,  however,  there  were  those 
who,  spite  of  physicians,  nurses,  and  attendants,  broke  over  all  bounds, 
in  their  frenzy,  and  betook  themselves  to  this  best  of  all  remedies.  And 
what  was  the  result  ?  Were  these  patients  killed  by  the  dreaded  ele- 
ment? All  of  you  know  the  proper  answer  to  the  question.  And  now, 
thanks  to  Priessnitz,  the  temperance  reformation,  and  the  light  of  advan- 
cing science,  this  horrible  practice  of  which  I  have  been  speaking  is  con- 
signed forever,  I  trust,  to  be  remembered  only  among  the  things  that 
were. 


FOR  THE  HICCOUGH. 

Hold  up  high  above  your  head,  two  fingers  of  your  han  d,  lean  back  in  your 
seat,  open  your  mouth  and  throat,  so  as  to  give  a  full  passage  to  your 
lungs ;  breathe  very  long  and  softly,  and  look  very  steadily  at  your  fin- 
gers.    This  is  said  to  be  a  remedy.     [Ex.  Paper.] 
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From  the  Water-Cure  Journal. 

DYSENTERY. 

"  A  sea-captain  says,  that  West  India  molasses  is  a  cure  for  dysentery, 
he  having  often  seen  it  tried  at  sea,  and  never  having  known  it  to  fail. 
The  dose  is  a  teacupful  for  a  grown  person,  reducing  the  quantity  in 
proportion  to  age." 

This  may  be  good,  but  water,  properly  applied,  is  better. 


From  the  Water-Cure  Journal. 

A  FACT. 

A  very  enterprising  and  successful  wholesale  dealer  in  Drugs  and 
Medicines,  whose  sales  amounted  to  upwards  of  $90,000  a  year,  was  re- 
cently taken  ill,  and  immediately  proceded  to  a  Water-Cure  Estab- 
lishment to  be  treated  according  to  the  Hydropathic  System. 

Does  not  this  show  which  way  the  wind  blows  ? 


From  the  Boston  Daily  Evening  Traveller. 

FEMALE  MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  advertisement,  that  arrangements  have  been  made 
for  supplying  qualified  female  practitioners.  We  learn  from  Mr.  Greg- 
ory, that  for  the  services  of  such  there  exists  an  extensive  demand ;  and, 
unless  persons  are  qualified,  harm  may  result  from  the  employment  of 
those  who  are  incompetent.  In  various  towns  and  cities  where  he  has 
presented  the  subject,  money  has  been  raised,  and  committees  appointed 
to  select  suitible  females  to  come  here  to  receive  instruction.  Amonor 
those  who  subscribed  for  this  object  in  Bangor,  were  Rev.  Drs.  Pomroy 
and  Shepard ;  in  Belfast,  Judge  Crosby,  and  Wm.  G.  Crosby,  Esq., 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Maine. 

For  further  particulars,  we  would  refer  to  Samuel  Gregory,  M.  D., 
25  Cornhill  Boston. 


From  the  Water-Cure  Journal. 

REPARTEE. 

Dr.  Johnson,  it  is  said,  dined  with  a  Scotch  lady  who  had  a  hotch 
potch  for  dinner.  "Is  it  good,  Doctor?"  asked  the  hostess,  "Yes," 
said  the  Doctor,  sharply,  "  it  is  good  for  hogs,  madam  !"  "  Then  pray," 
said  the  old  lady,  "  let  me  help  you  to  a  little  more  of  it." 
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**  Naseimur  uno  modo,  multis  morimur." 

Seneca. 

To  apprehend  correctly  the  principles  and  phenomena  of  Death,  we 
must  first  endeavor  to  obtain  some  knowledge  of  a  state  to  which  this 
stands  as  the  grand  opposite — Life.  To  intelligent  beings,  possessed  of 
all  the  deep,  full,  and  ever-changing  realities  of  the  one,  and  destined 
soon  to  behold  those  realities  fading  irrecoverably  into  the  oblivion  of  the 
other,  no  subject  should  possess  a  more  absorbing  interest,  or  furnish  a 
theme  for  more  profound  investigation.  In  morals  and  philosophy,  alike, 
these  great  questions  stand  pre-eminent  and  alone.  It  is  only  with  the 
philosophy  of  such  questions,  however,  that  the  medical  student,  as  such, 


*  Note.  The  words  " physiology  "  and  " physiological  "  are  so  constantly  asso- 
ciated, in  medical  and  other  works,  with  the  ideas  of  health  and  life,  that,  to  some, 
there  may  appear  to  be  an  impropriety  in  the  use  of  the  word  "physiology  "  in  this 
connection.  Accordingly,  at  first  thought,  the  expression,  "  Physiology  of  Death  J' 
seems  to  involve  an  absurdity.  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  word 
"physiology,'''1  in  its  enlarged  and  more  proper  sense,  signifies  the  Science  of  Na- 
ture ;  and  death  constitutes  a  part  of  Nature's  operations,  no  less  than  life. 
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has  to  do.     And,  when  I  say  philosophy,  1  do  not  mean  the  stereotyped 
oxthodox  notions  of  any  school   or  sect;   but  the  actual   how  and  where- 
fore, (so  far  as  diligent  and   candid  research  will   enable  me  to  discern 
them,)  of  the  vital  processes  in  their  career  and  final  cessation. 

It  would  be  folly  to  claim  all  the  ideas  here  advanced  as  my  own;  yet, 
should  the  novelty  of  some  of  them  appear  to  establish  a  claim  to  such 
origin,  I  hope  they  may  be  treated  with  the  leniency  which  the  views  of 
a  student  and  learner  must  demand  at  the  hands  of  his  preceptors.  In 
fact,  new  ideas — new  perceptions  would  seem  to  be,  in  this  age  of  the 
world,  a  moral  impossibility ;  and  happy  is  he  who  fortunately  stumbles 
even  upon  a  new  combination  of  them.  With  these  preliminary  reilec- 
tions,  I  proceed. 

Animal  life, — more  especially  human  life  presents  to  us  one  of  the 
most  complex  and  mysterious  subjects  within  the  scope  of  human  com- 
prehension. Portions  of  this  great  subject  we  may,  and  therefore  should 
understand ;  while  the  complexity  of  the  whole  should  teach  us  to  begin 
our  researches  with  some  more  comprehensible  form  of  existence. 

The  objects  presented  to  us  in  the  material  world  are  divided,  by 
strongly  distinguishing  characters,  into  two  great  classes — the  Inorganic 
and  the  Organic. 

To  the  latter  class,  we  assign  all  those  entities  which  are  possessed  of 
organs,  or  instruments  of  life;  and  which,  by  them,  modify  and  prolong 
their  own    existence ;  in  other  words,  the  Animal   and  Vegetable   kino-- 

*  m  ■  9  ©  © 

doms.  Organic  bodies,  when  normally  formed,  and  not  in  their  lowest 
type  or  earliest  stages  of  being,  are  found  to  consist  of  various  tissues  ; 
which,  in  their  turn,  are  found  to  be  aggregations  of  transformed  or  per- 
fect cells  ;  the  latter  containing  nuclei  and  sometimes  nucleoli ;  the  whole 
having  more  or  less  diffused  through  it  a  plasma,  the  material  of  future 
cells.  The  nucleoli,  and  perhaps  certain  portions  of  the  plasma,  are  to 
be  developed  into  nuclei ;  the  nuclei  are  to  produce,  as  membranous  sacs 
investing  themselves,  the  cells ;  the  cells  are,  in  most  cases,  to  undergo 
a  farther  transformation,  by  union,  change  of  form,  deposition,  or  other- 
wise, so  as  to  enter  into  the  various  tissues ;  and  from  these,  when  they 
have  become  so  far  modified  by  the  chemical  agencies  exerted  upon  them 
durino-  various  volitions  and   actions,  as  to   be  unfit  for  further  use  in  the 

© 

economy,  they  are  removed  as  effete  matter,  and  their  place  filled  with 
cells  of  more  recent  formation.  Meanwhile,  provision  is  made  for  future 
cell-formation  by  the  unceasing  growth  of  fresh  nucleoli  within  the  cells, 
as  they  continue  to  arrive  at  maturity.  Indeed,  recent  physiological  in- 
vestigations have  proved,  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt,  that  the  sim- 
plest organic  structure  is  nothing  more  than  a  single  solitary  cell,  con- 
taining withfn  it  a  nucleus  and  nucleoli,  as  in  the  case  of  certain 
Fungi;  and  that  the  highest  form  of  organization  has  originated  from 
just  such  a  vesicle  or  cell,  and  afterward,  by  a  long  process  of  positive 
metamorphosis,  passed  upward  through  all  the  intervening  grades  of  or- 
ganic development. 

Physiologists  have  so  frequently  described  the  origin  and  growth  of 
the  cells,  that  a  description  here  would  be  unnecessary.  We  see,  then, 
that  the  stupendous  phenomena  of  vegetable,  and  even  of  animal  life,  are 
dependent,  for  their  continuation,  simply  upon  the  reproduction  and  n«- 
trition  of  cells. 
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It  may  be  asked,  What  has  all  this  to  do  with  the  causes  and  phenom- 
ena of  Death  1  I  answer :  without  a  knowledge  of  the  structure  of  a 
body,  we  shall  never  be  able  to  conceive  how  internal  or  external  forces 
act  upon  it  to  produce  known  effects ;  and,  without  a  knowledge  of  nu- 
trition, especially,  we  shall  be  at  a  loss  to  understand  in  what  manner 
various  influences  may  suspend,  or  to  such  a  degree  pervert  nutrition,  as 
to  consign  the  body  it  once  supported,  to  decay.  To  prepare  ourselves, 
now,  for  the  more  complex  operations  which  eventuate  in  life  and  death 
to  the  animal,  let  us  first  endeavor  to  understand  the  economy  of  vege- 
table growth  and  decay. 

The  roots  of  a  plant,  by  their  ultimate  spongioles,  absorb  water,  which, 
in  its  passage  as  rain-water  through  the  air,  or  by  contact  with  decaying 
vegetable  matter,  has  taken  up  and  holds  in  solution  minute  quantities  of 
carbonic  acid,  nitrogen,  ammonia,  etc. ;  and  in  the  soil  has  also  dissolved 
and  laid  hold  on  like  minute  portions  of  mineral  and  saline  substances. 
Here,  then,  we  have  the  pabulum  of  vegetables  ;  and  not  that  only  which 
is  essential  to  their  growth  and  well-being,  but,  as  I  shall  presently  at- 
tempt to  show,  many  substances  which  must  be  considered  accidental  to 
vegetation,  and  some  of  them  actually  pernicious.  The  leaves  receive 
from  the  roots  this  absorbed  fluid  or  sap,  and  perform,  for  the  plant,  the 
functions  of  digestion  and  respiration.  The  principal  office  of  the  stem, 
in  the  vegetable  economy,  seems  to  be,  to  elevate  the  leaves,  or  vital  ap- 
paratus, from  the  earth,  and  thus  expose  their  surfaces  to  the  needed  in- 
fluences of  light  and  air  ;  and  also  to  contain  and  protect  the  vessels,  by 
means  of  which  the  indispensable  and  almost  unceasing  commerce  of 
fluids,  to  and  from  the  roots  and  leaves,  is  effected. 

We  are  now  prepared  to  understand  the  process  of  vegetable  nutrition 
and  its  results.  We  have  seen  that  the  crude  sap  contains  Carbon,  Hy- 
drogen, Oxygen,  and  Nitrogen.  Of  these  four  elements  all  the  tissues 
essential  to  the  growth  of  the  plant  are  exclusively  composed,  and  all  their 
peculiar  secretions,  as  starch,  gum,  oils,  etc. ;  except  that  sulphur  is 
found  in  a  limited  number  of  the  essential  oils,  and,  perhaps,  very  rarely 
Phosphorus.  Evaporation  of  the  more  fluid  portions  of  the  crude  sap,  al- 
ready in  the  leaves,  concentrates  there  the  proper  elements  of  nutrition ; 
while,  under  the  influence  of  light,  carbonic  acid  is  absorbed,  and  added 
to  the  alimentary  compound.  This,  by  a  retrograde  movement,  now  de- 
scends along  the  vessels  of  the  branches  and  trunk  ;  and  from  it,  each  of 
the  several  tissues  and  secretions  abstracts  the  portion  best  fitted  for  its 
own  growth,  and  assimilates  it.  Thus  a  tendency  to  vacuum  is  produ- 
ced in  the  leaves  and  upper  extremities  of  the  sap-vessels  :  and  this  is 
prevented  by  a  fresh  influx  of  crude  sap  from  the  roots,  rising  to  fill  the 
vacuity. 

But  what  office  do  the  mineral  and  saline  ingredients  of  the  crude  sap 
perform  ?  A  portion  of  these  is  destined  to  give  stability  and  hardness 
to  the  stem,  and  is  therefore  deposited  in  the  interstices  of  its  fibrous  tis- 
sue. Of  this  we  have  an  example  in  the  Silica,  or  common  flint-stone, 
which,  deposited  when  in  a  state  of  very  minute  division,  gives  to  the 
straw  of  wheat  its  peculiar  hardness,  and  which,  by  burning  a  single 
straw,  may  be  made  to  combine  with  the  alkali  also  contained  in  it%  so  as 
to  produce  a  globule  of  perfect  glass.     But  not  all  the  mineral  oonstitu* 
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ents  of  the  sap  are  thus  beneficially  disposed  of.  Some  of  them  find  their 
way  into  the  cavities  of  the  cells,  and  there  form  amorphous  or  crystal- 
line masses  called  Raphides.  These,  because  they  are  not  constantly 
present,  even  in  the  same  species  of  plant,  and  because  they  usurp  the 
place  of  the  fluids  ordinarily  contained  in  the  cells,  we  must  consider  as 
abnormal,  and  therefore  injurious  deposits.  Other  portions  proceed  to 
the  leaves,  where  they  remain  as  concretions  or  sediment,  choking  up 
the  vessels  and  breathing-pores,  and  thus  slowly  and  insidiously,  but  too 
surely  undermining  the  healthy  functions  of  the  leaf,  and  dooming  it  to 
an  early  decay.  It  is  on  this  account  that  leaves  so  seldom  live  more 
than  a  single  summer. 

That  this  is  not  mere  theory  is  satisfactorily  proved  by  the  fact,  that 
the  ashes  from  a  leaf  taken  from  any  tree  in  the  early  part  of  Autumn,  are 
much  more  abundant  than  those  of  a  leaf  of  the  same  size,  and  taken 
from  the  same  tree,  in  the  early  part  of  Summer.  Ashes  are  the  earthy 
or  mineral  constituents  of  the  leaf;  and  these  we  thus  prove  to  be  on  the 
increase  during  its  existence.  Thus  the  circulation  in  the  leaf  becomes 
more  and  more  impeded,  until,  instead  of  rendering  back  to  the  stem,  as 
before,  a  rich  supply  of  elaborated  nutriment,  its  vessels  become  so  much 
obstructed  as  not  to  admit  fluid  enough  for  its  own  nutrition.  Hence  its 
yellow  sickly  hue,  even  before  the  occurrence  of  frost ;  and  hence  its  in- 
evitable death. 

The  same  principles  which  operate  thus  fatally  in  the  leaf,  ultimately 
produce,  though  necessarily  in  a  manner  slightly  different,  the  same  re- 
sults to  the  stem.  Earthy  deposits  form  and  accumulate  in  the  older  or 
inner  circles  of  woody  fibre,  perverting  the  healthy  tissues,  obliterating 
the  vessels,  filling  the  interstices,  and  converting  what  once  was  a  porous 
layer  of  sap-wood,  into  the  hard  compact  duramen.  The  quantity  of 
earthy  matter  which  has  thus  found  its  way  into  the  delicate  and  other- 
wise purely  organic  vegetable  tissues,  either  as  a  normal  or  an  abnormal  de- 
posit, would  be  found,  on  burning  the  entire  trunk,  and  collecting  its  ash- 
es, to  be  very  great.  Its  presence  is  also  shown  in  the  harder  varieties 
of  wood,  as  mahogany,  by  the  havoc  made  on  the  workman's  tools;  and, 
even  in  working  upon  the  common  oak  and  hickory,  the  axe  and  chisel 
are  seen  to  give  out  scintillations  from  collision.  Thus  we  have  found, 
that  the  tree  or  plant  grows  and  flourishes  as  a  direct  consequence  of ; 
the  absorption  of  certain  aliments  from  the  atmosphere  and  the  soil ;  and 
that  it  dies  as  an  indirect  consequence  of  the  same  absorption.  It 
grows,  because  much  the  larger  portion  of  its  aliment  is  assimilable  and 
and  wholesome  to  it.  It  dies,  because,  in  that  very  aliment,  and  from 
its  infancy,  there  has  lurked,  like  a  vastly  diluted  but  certain  poison,  a 
minute  portion  of  matters  non-assimilable  and  deleterious  to  it;  eventu- 
ally choking  the  avenues  and  cutting  off  the  supplies  of  life.  Physiolo- 
gists may  tell  us,  that  the  roots  have  a  power  of  selection,  and  that 
they  refuse  to  take  up  substances  hurtful  to  the  plant.  This  sounds  very 
well  as  a  theory,  and,  to  a  limited  extent,  is  true  in  nature.  Vegetables 
do  take  some  substances  by  preference  from  the  soil ;  but  they  do  also 
take  up  substances  for  which  they  have  no  such  preference,  and  in  spite 
of  their  preference;  or,  if  this  be  not  true,  then  their  selecting  powers 
are  governed  by  caprice,  and  not  by  the  distinction  they  make  between 
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wholesome  and  hurtful  aliment;  for  Gray,  in  his  Botanical  Text-Book, 
[2d  Edition,  page  146,]  tells  us,  that  it  is  a  "  well  known  fact,  that  plants 
may  be  made  to  absorb  various  substances  incapable  of  assimilation,  and 
in  no  way  contributing  to  their  growth,  or  even  poisons  which  destroy 
them."  In  either  case,  the  theory  of  a  selecting  power,  residing  in  the 
roots  of  plants,  falls  to  the  ground. 

The  conclusion  towards  which  I  have  thus  long  and  faithfully  labored, 
now  stands  forth,  clear  and  incontrovertible.  It  is  this :  in  the  Vegeta- 
ble Kingdom  Death  is  consequent,  not  upon  the  life  of  a  plant,  but  upon 

THE  MODE  OF  ITS  ALIMENTATION. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  inquire,  whether  this  principle,  which  we  have 
found  to  play  so  important  a  part  in  the  vegetable  economy,  does  not  ap- 
ply with  equal  force  to  animal  life  and  death,  as  exhibited  in  man.  Were 
1  to  ask,  How  shall  we  account  for  the  death  of  a  being  once  possessed 
of  life  ?  the  multitude  would  reply,  The  body  wears  out.  The  philoso- 
pher would  tell  me,  perhaps,  The  tissues  lose  their  vitality.  But  all  these 
are  but  so  many  changed  expressions  of  the  simple  fact;  and  not  one  of 
them,  if  examined,  will  be  found  to  throw  an  additional  ray  of  light  on 
the  actual  mode  or  reason  of  deaih. 

In  attempting  to  elucidate  this  subject,  let  me  ask,  Do  we  discover  any 
analogy  between  the  plant  and  the  animal  1  and,  if  we  do,  is  that  analogy 
partial  and  accidental;  or  is  it  not  complete  and  sustained  throughout ? 
1  answer :  The  simplest  plant  is  a  single  cell ;  so  we  have  every  reason 
to  believe  is  the  simplest  animal — the  invisible  mote  that  peoples  the  sun- 
beam. The  most  complex  plant  originated  from  a  single  cell;  and  such 
Philosophy  proves  to  be  the  origin  of  the  most  complex  animal ;  e.  g., 
man  developed  from  the  germinal  vesicle.  The  plant  receives  its  food  in 
bulk  through  its  roots,  and,  in  minutiae,  through  absorption  over  its  whole 
surface.  Man  receives  his  food  in  bulk  through  the  lacteals,  which  are 
the  vital  roots  striking  into  the  intestines,  or,  in  minutiae,  through  ab- 
sorption over  his  whole  surface.  The  leaves  digest  in  the  plant;  the 
stomach,  in  man.  In  the  former,  vessels  convey  the  elaborated  sap,  and 
tissues  select  their  proper  sustenance  from  it;  in  the  latter,  elaborated 
chyle  passes  through  the  same  processes.  In  the  former,  the  leaves  also 
respire,  and  aerate  the  digested  products;  in  the  latter,  the  lungs  per- 
form the  same  office.  In  the  one,  as  in  the  other,  each  separate  tissue 
grows  in  its  own  peculiar  substance  by  assimilation  from  a  common 
homogeneous  nutritive  fluid. 

Thus  we  see,  that  the  analogy  between  plants  and  animals  is  ample 
and  well-sustained.  In  fact,  it  is  barely  not  complete  :  and  that  from  the 
fact,  that  the  animal,  as  a  higher  form  of  organization,  possesses  a  few 
capacities  above  the  range  of  the  plant,  yet  does  not,  on  that  account, 
fail  to  possess  also  powers  identical  with,  or  equivalent  to,  all  the  powers 
of  the  latter.  The  animal  alone  enjoys  those  higher  capacities  styled 
animal  functions  ;  i.  e.,  sensation  and  voluntary  motion  :  but  both  pos- 
Bess,  and  in  perfection  suited  to  the  purposes  of  each,  that  next  lower 
grade  of  operations  styled  organic  functions  ;  namely,  digestion,  secre- 
tion, nutrition,  respiration,  absorption,  circulation,  exhalation,  and  repro- 
duction. 

In  comparing  the  plant  with  man,  we  must  not  regard  the  intelligence 
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and  locomotion  of  the  latter,  because  these  are  a  higher  class  of  faculties, 
superadded  to  those  of  simple  vegetation,  and  residing  in  the  nervous 
tissue,  which  plants  have  not.  But  take  these  away  from  man,  and  he 
stands  precisely  on  a  par  with  the  vegetable — a  mass  of  non-sentient 
functions,  and  the  very  functions,  too,  possessed  by  the  perfect  plant. 
In  other  words,  he  loses  his  distinctive  grade,  and  is  now,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  a  vegetable. 

Now  observe,  that  it  is  by  means  of  these  organic  or  vegetable  func- 
tions, that  the  human  frame  is  nourished  and  made  to  grow  ;  and  not  by 
the  immediate  operation  of  its  intelligence  or  locomotion.  From  what 
has  now  been  said,  this  conclusion  inevitably  follows  ;  that,  in  its  nutri- 
tion, life  and  death  physiologically  considered,  the  human  body  is  devel- 
oped under  the  same  influences,  and  governed  by  the  same  laws,  as  the 
plant. 

Now  we  have  already  seen,  that  it  is  by  virtue  of  a  faulty  alimentation, 
if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression,  that  the  plant  dies.  It  follows,  there- 
fore, that  the  human  body,  being  but  a  vegetative  structure,  dies  by  the 
operation  of  the  same  principle.  In  other  words,  the  tissues  become 
slowly,  imperceptibly,  but  certainly  deteriorated  by  the  admission,  into 
the  very  substance  of  their  cell-membranes,  and  into  the  fluid  contents 
of  their  cells,  of  certain  materials  taken  into  the  stomach  with  the  normal 
aliment;  but  which,  containing  elements  or  compounds  not  identical 
with  those  of  the  healthy  tissues,  or  congenial  with  them,  become  a  kind 
of  abnormal  aliment,  and  indeed  equivalent  to  a  deposition  of  foreign 
matters.  At  the  same  time,  an  actual  deposit  of  foreign  matters  does  take 
place ;  first,  into  the  interstices  between  the  cells,  compressing  and  cho- 
king the  capillaries  and  other  vessels ;  and,  secondly,  into  the  vessels 
themselves,  directly  obstructing  and  obliterating  their  channels.  When 
I  speak  of  matters  compressing  and  obstructing  the  capillary  and  other 
vessels,  I  take  it  for  granted,  with  some  modern  physiologists,  that  every 
cell  and  particle,  (i.  e.  transformed  cell,)  of  every  tissue  in  the  human 
body  has  its  minute  capillary  and  absorbent  or  exhalent  vessels  ;  and,  if 
a  doubt  be  raised  upon  this  point,  I  ask,  then,  how  can  each  ceil  receive 
its  nourishment  in  the  forming  stage,  and  how  can  it  be  taken  up  and 
carried  out  of  the  system  when  it  has  properly  become  effete  1  These 
deteriorating  changes  in  the  tissues  take  place  but  slowly,  it  is  true,  in 
consequence  of  the  great  amount  of  plastic  fluids  always  present  through- 
out the  body  ;  from  which,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  new  vessels  are  con- 
stantly in  the  act  of  forming.  But  that  they  do  take  place,  in  a  ratio 
slowly  gaining  ground  upon  the  reparative  powers  of  the  system,  and  thus 
give  rise  to  abnormal  accumulations  in  the  tissues  over  and  above  what 
the  lymphatics  or  exhalants  are  able  to  remove,  is  established  by  the 
analogy  we  have  already  traced  between  the  nutritive  processes  in  the  an- 
imal and.  vegetable  kingdoms.  Should  the  objection  be  raised,  that  this 
explanation  wears  too  much  the  air  of  theory,  I  ask  attention  to  the  fol- 
lowing facts  and  deductions. 

1.  Chemical  salts  are  found  in  variable  quantities  in  almost  all  the  tis- 
sues of  the  body.  [See  Simon's  Chemistry  of  Man.  Chap.  XI.~\  Now 
I  do  not  contend,  that  all  these  must  be  unhealthy  deposits.  Some  of 
them  are  doubtless  essential  to  the  tissues  in  which   they  reside,  as  are 
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the  salts  of  lime  to  the  solidity  of  bone.  But,  when  I  observe,  that  every 
new  analysis  of  these  tissues  shows  a  different  relative  proportion  of  salts, 
I  cannot  help  taking  this,  in  connection  with  other  facts  to  be  stated,  as 
a  proof,  that  a  considerable  portion  of  these  salts  is  to  be  regarded  as  ex- 
traneous and  accidental  in  the  tissues  containing  them. 

2.  L'Herelier  has  given  us  in  a  table  the  mean  of  six  analyses,  made  by 
him,  of  the  substance  of  the  brain,  in  each  of  the  periods  of  infancy, 
youth,  maturity,  and  old  age.  From  this  table  we  learn  three  things : 
(1.)  that  the  relative  proportion  of  albumen,  fat,  and  phosphorus,  from  in- 
fancy to  age,  first  increases,  and  then  diminishes  :  (2.)  that  of  water 
gradually  increases  during  the  whole  period  of  life:  (3.)  that  of  salts  and 
osmazome  increases  during  the  whole  period.  [Chemistry  of  Man,  page 
616.]  Now  to  say  that  the  osmazome,  (the  animal  favor  of  the  part,) 
increases,  would  be  contrary  to  all  experience.  This  understood,  the 
last  two  results  of  L'Heretier's  analyses  are  just  what  we  should  have  ex- 
pected. 

3.  Copper  and  Lead  have  been  found  by  some  chemists  in  all  the  soft 
parts  of  the  bodies  of  healthy  persons,  and  those,  too,  who  it  appeared 
could  not  have  taken  these  metals,  either  as  medicine  or  poison.  Hence 
those  chemists  consider  these  substances  as  healthy  constituents  of  these 
tissues.  [Chemistry  of  Man,  pages  15,  16.]  That  they  should  be  con- 
sidered as  such,  seems  not  very  rational,  when  we  take  into  account  the 
following  facts.  (1.)  These  metals  "  have  not  been  found  in  the  bodies 
of  new-born  children  or  infants.  "  [Chem.  of  Man.  loc.  cit.]  (2.)  They 
have  not  been  found  in  any  of  the  Protein-compounds,  in  Gelatin,  or,  in 
fact,  in  any  of  the  organic  compounds,  as  they  are  called,  which  make 
up  the  tissues.  (3.)  Carpenter,  in  his  "  Elements  of  Physiology,"  page 
354,  tells  us,  that  "  the  continued  introduction  of  Lead  into  the  circula- 
ting system,  occasions  a  modification  in  the  nutrition  of  the  extensor 
muscles  of  the  forearm,  producing  the  form  of  partial  paralysis  common- 
ly termed  wrist-drop;  and  the  existence  of  this  modification  is  shown  by 
the  presence  of  lead  in  the  palsied  muscles."  Lead,  then,  at  least,  is 
likely  to  share  the  fate  of  Arsenic  ;  which,  though  once  regarded  as  an 
essential  element  of  the  healthy  human  body,  and  on  that  account  admin- 
istered as  a  medicine,  has  since  been  pronounced  a  poison,  even  in  the 
smallest  quantities,  and  a  component  of  the  system  only  where  it  has 
been  previously  introduced  as  a  remedial  agent.  Prof.  Simon  himself 
classes  Copper  and  Lead  among  the  incidental  constituents  of  the  human 
body. 

4.  The  fact  above  mentioned,  that  Arsenic,  which  is  admitted  by  all 
to  be  a  virulent  poison,  has  been  found  in  the  bodies  of  those  who  have 
taken  it  in  small  quantities,  and  have  died  many  years  afterwards,  is  di- 
rect and  positive  proof  of  the  position  I  have  taken  relative  to  the  depo- 
sition of  abnormal  aliments  in  the  tissues  of  the  human  body.  Now,  if 
the  fact  be  proved,  I  leave  the  question,  whether  this  deposit  would  prove 
an  obstruction  to  the  vital  operations,  and  consequently  to  the  life  of  the 
system,  to  any  candid  mind  at  all  versed  in  the  science  of  Physiology. 

5.  Mercury  also  has  been  found,  both  in  the  living  and  dead  body, 
both  in  the  solids  and  fluids,  and  this,  in  some  instances,  years  after  the 
period  of  its  administration  as  a  medicine.     Sometimes  it  remains  latent 
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until  the  death  of  the  patient;  at  others,  either  with  or  without  apparent 
cause,  it  breaks  out  suddenly  in  salivation  or  some  other  malady.'  [See 
Mattson's  Amer.  Pract.  Par.  446,  et.  seq.] 

6.  "  Lead,  white  lead,  and  sugar  of  lead,"  says  Dr.  Alcott,  "  in  all 
their  various  forms,  are  well  known  to  accumulate  or  remain  in  the  sys- 
tem for  years." 

7.  Dunglison  tells  us,  in  different  parts  of  his  "  Therapeutics,"  that 
various  chemical  salts,  numerous  fixed  and  volatile  oils,  and  the  active 
principles  of  many  other  medicines,  have  repeatedly  been  detected  in  the 
fluids  of  the  body ;  and  we  may,  therefore,  safely  conclude,  that  they  as 
often  find  their  way  into  the  more  solid  tissues,  and  there  remain  as  un- 
healthy deposits.  Thus  1  have  mentioned  a  few,  and  but  a  few,  of  the 
facts  which  prove  a  degeneration  of  the  living  tissue,  by  the  introduction 
of  improper  and  unwholesome  aliments. 

Let  us  now  recollect,  that,  for  substances  taken  internally,  there  are 
but  two  inlets  to  the  general  system  ;  the  first,  by  imbibition,  through 
the  coats  of  the  blood-vessels  ;  the  second,  by  the  process  of  chylification, 
through  the  lacteals.  To  assume  other  modes  by  which  substances  may 
pass  from  the  primae  viae  into  the  system,  would  not  only  be  contrary  to 
sound  and  well-understood  physiological  principles,  but  equally  opposed 
to  all  logic;  which  requires  that  no  more  causes  be  assumed  in  any  given 
case,  than  are  sufficient  to  explain  the  phenomena.  Now,  by  imbibition 
and  chylification,  we  can  account  for  the  passage,  into  the  blood,  of  all 
the  proper  constituents  of  the  body,  not  excepting  Iron,  the  Chemical 
Salts,  etc,  We  must,  therefore,  account,  in  the  same  way,  for  the  ad- 
mission of  abnormal  matters  of  the  same  general  characters.  Now  to 
speak  of  Lead  or  Mercury,  passing  by  imbibition  through  the  coats  of 
the  blood-vessels,  would  be  the  height  of  absurdity.  Fluids  and  fluid  so- 
lutions of  the  highest  tenuity  alone  can  permeate  these  coats.  The  en- 
trance to  the  system,  then,  of  all  those  substances  which  I  have  called 
abnormal  deposits,  must  be  effected  through  the  lacteals,  and  in  the  sub- 
stance of  the  chyle.  And,  if  it  be  once  established,  that  these  can  pass 
freely  through  the  secreting  cells  of  the  chyliferous  system,  I  see  no  pos- 
sibility of  evading  the  conclusion,  that  any  and  every  foreign  substance, 
provided  it  can  be  reduced  to  the  requisite  minuteness,  may  gain  admit- 
tance in  the  same  way,  and  thus  secure  a  lodgement  in  the  tissues  of  the 
body. 

The  opinion  that  plants  possess  the  power  of  selecting,  by  their  radi- 
cles, from  among  the  various  alimentary  substances  in  the  soil,  only  such 
as  are  best  suited  to  their  own  well-being,  has  been,  I  think,  already 
shown  to  be  incorrect.  And,  in  this  respect,  also,  the  animal,  seems  to 
be  a  faithful  copy  of  the  vegetable  economy.  There  are  certain  matters 
always  present  in  the  human  ingesta,  which,  from  their  very  nature,  and 
from  the  peculiar  composition  and  structure  of  the  secreting  cells  of  the 
lacteals,  can  never  effect  an  entrance  into  the  chyliferous  vessels;  and 
which  are,  therefore,  essentially  and  unavoidably  recrementitious.  But 
there  are  other  materials,  no  better  fitted  to  sustain  life  or  to  promote 
health,  in  fact,  prejudicial  to  both,  which  can  and  do  take  upon  them- 
selves the  requisite  form  and  solubility  for  admission  with  the  genuine 
chyle,  and  with  it  they  are  admitted.     Nature's  sentinels  may  throw  ou$ 
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signals  of  distress,  and  kindle  the  beacon-light  of  pain;  but  they  cannot 
close  the  gates,  or  arm  the  passes  to  repel  the  invader,  who,  with  steady 
tread,  seeks  out  the  fastnesses  of  life,  and  plants  there  the  ineradicable 
seeds  of  dissolution. 

The  objection,  that  the  lacteals  in  man  possess,  from  their  peculiar 
conformation,  a  power  not  enjoyed  by  the  similar  organs  of  plants,  and 
that  the  former  may  select  their  aliment  with  precision,  even  if  the  latter 
do  not,  wiil  not  now  be  urged.  Such  an  objection  has  been  already  si- 
lenced by  the  presentation  of  well  attested  facts. 

But  what  are  these  abnormal  aliments  of  which  mention  is  so  frequent- 
ly made?  asks  one.  It  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible  to  answer 
this  question  in  full.  Some  of  them  are  the  multitudes  of  earthy  mat- 
ters, which,  in  various  ways,  and  in  varying  quantities,  are  always  present 
in  our  food, — be  it  prepared  with  ever  so  much  care  and  cleanliness. 
That  we  thus  constantly  consume  dirt  and  ashes  with  our  food,  has  be- 
come proverbial  in  the  idea  of  the  "  peck  of  dirt,"  which  every  rustic  ex- 
pects to  eat  before  he  dies.  Another  source  of  these  aliments  is  to  be 
found  in  the  degeneration  of  vegetable  products  during  growth,  at  the 
time  of  curing  or  in  keeping, — the  rancidity  of  oils,  and  the  varying  de- 
grees of  putrefaction  in  animal  food,  which  cannot  wholly  be  corrected 
by  the  antiseptic  property  of  the  digestive  fluids:  or  it  would  never  pro- 
duce, as  it  often  does,  diarrhoea  and   other  derangements  of  the  system. 

Vegetable  degeneration  proceeds  so  far  in  the  grain  of  rye  under  cer- 
tain circumstances,  as  to  produce  a  violent  poison,  known  as  Ergot;  and 
Bacon,  Cheese,  Crabs,  Eels,  Oysters,  Mackerel,  Sausages,  and  other  ar- 
ticles of  food,  may  be  converted,  by  chemical  change,  into  poisons  that 
may  well  rank  with  Arsenic  and  Cicuti.  A  third  source  of  unhealthy 
aliments  is  found  in  the  chemical  reaction  of  the  different  animal,  vege- 
table, and  mineral  ingredients  of  our  food  upon  each  other,  while  detain- 
ed in  the  stomach  and  intestines.  As  everyday  brings  together  some  new 
combination,  or  rather  jumble  of  edibles  in  the  stomach ;  so  there  must 
constantly  be  a  tendency  to  the  formation  of  new  and  strange  chemical 
or  pseudo-organic  compounds,  from  the  action  of  the  different  acids  of 
the  gastric  juice  on  the  aliments,  and  the  re-action  of  the  aliments  upon 
each  other. 

Such  are  some  of  the  sources  of  a  depraved  alimentation  of  the  human 
machine.  The  consequences  have  doubtless  already  been  made  suffi- 
ciently clear.  Tissue  once  complete,  and  adjusted  to  a  hair  in  all  its 
parts  and  proportions,  under  this  insidious  invasion  of  the  inorganic 
world  upon  the  organic,  begins  to  waver  ;  loses  its  harmony  of  well-poised 
constituents;  the  slightest  excess  or  deficiency  of  a  single  element  has 
turned  the  scale;  the  tissue  has  become  an  unhealthy  one  ;  and  the  prom- 
ise of  life  is  exchanged  for  the  seal  of  incipient  dissolution.  But  this  is 
not  all.  Foreign  molecules,  minions  of  the  empire  of  Dead-inorganism, 
thread  the  narrow  and  busy  thoroughfares  of  life,  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
loyal  subjects  of  vitality  ;  their  dead  masses  are  thrown  across  the  way ; 
and  intercourse  of  life  with  life  ceases.  Small  districts  thus  lose  their 
connection  with  the  great  life-centres;  and  these  languish  for  want  of 
sustenance,  while  others  are  oppressed  with  burdens  once  shared  by  the 
whole.     Vital   harmony  is   now  destroyed  ;  the   centre-seeking   unity  of 
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every  power  and  function  is  exchanged  for  a  confused  whirl  of  centrifu- 
gal forces,  antagonistic  activities,  and  destructive  affinities  ;  and  the  sys- 
tem sinks,  by  the  action  of  the  very  powers  conferred  upon  it  for  mainte- 
nance and  renovation.  It  sinks,  because,  though  organized  and  living, 
it  has  been  made  to  draw  its  development  from  a  mass  inorganic  and  dead, 
which,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  must,  with  fatal  gravitation,  ulti- 
mately draw  the  truant  organization  back  to  itself!  This  is  Physiolog- 
ical Death. 

Should  the  inquiry  be  raised,  at  this  point,  How  can  that  be  called 
Physiological  which  is  the  result  of  an  abnormal  condition  ?  I  answer ;  I 
have  used  the  word  abnormal,  in  describing  the  aliments  of  the  body,  not 
in  its  real  but  in  its  apparent  sense.  I  have  called  certain  aliments  ab- 
normal, because  they  are  ultimately  destructive  iu  their  consequences; 
but,  in  truth,  they  are  normal,  because  they  enter  the  body  in  accordance 
with  strict  Physiological  laws.  Until  every  species  of  food  shall  become 
perfect,  and  exist  in  a  state  perfectly  free  from  every  deleterious  princi- 
ple, the  animal  that  eats,  must  eat  death  to  itself.  To  live  in  a  state 
tending  to  decay,  is,  therefore,  the  normal  condition  of  all  animate  exist- 
ence ;  and  that  which  thus  acts  in  harmony  with  the  fixed  condition  of 
all  life,  even  though  it  results  in  death,  cannot  properly  be  called  ab- 
normal, nor  its  result  Pathological. 

But  death,  by  this  slow  process  of  nature's  own   performing,  rarely  or 
never  occurs.     Among  the  millions  that  have  inhabited,  and  that  now  in- 
habit  our  globe,  history  and   observation  teach  us,  that  extremely  few,  if 
any,  have  ever  experienced   that  death  which  I    have  designated  Physio- 
logical.    Few,  if  any,  have   paid  "  the  debt  of  nature''  at  nature's   bid- 
ding!    Myriads  die  unborn,  in  infancy,  in  youth,  or  in  middle  age;  and 
few  pass  the  limit  of  "  three-score  and  ten."     Yet  how  can  this  be  the 
natural   limit  of  human  life,  when  we  know  that  a  Jenkins  has  attained 
the  age  of  169  years ;  that  Galen,  who  was  at  28  years  the  victim  of  lin- 
gering and   apparently  incurable   disease,  by  returning  to  an  observance 
of  the   laws  of  life,  reached  the  age  of  70  years ;  and  that  Cornaro,  who 
at  49  years  of  age  was   afflicted   with  a  complication  of  maladies   from 
which  it  seemed  no  human  prudence  or  power  could  save  him,  by  a  mere 
return  to  the  same  hygienic  principles,  prolonged    his  life,  and  that,  with 
the  enjoyment  of  a  high  degree  of  health,  to  the  astonishing  age  of  100 
years!     Facts,  like  these,  present  to  the  mind  with  appalling  distinctive- 
ness, an    idea  of  the  "  wear  and    tear  "  of  the  vital    powers  caused    by 
man's  voluntary  infractions  of  the  laws  of  his  being.     The  ignorance  and 
the  transmitted  sins  of  parents  ;  the  imprudences  of  unreasoning  youth  ; 
the  hot  pursuits  of  middle  life  ;  the  self-neglect  of  care-worn  disappoint- 
ed age: — these  are  the  moral   influences  which  urge  on  aTapid   and   de- 
structive physical  revolution,  by  which  the  duration  of  the  human  ma- 
chine, compared    with    the   permanency  it    might   exhibit,  is    becoming 
almost  literary  ephemeral. 

As  man  now  exists,  he  is  engaged  in  one  perpetual  round  of  transgress- 
ion, physical  not  less  than  moral.  Instead  of  suffering  the  inroads  of 
decay,  he  now  invites  them  !  To  nature's  inevitable  but  slow  deteriora- 
tion of  his  powers,  he  now  adds  a  factitious  and  rapidly  accelerating  im- 
petus;  and,  in  lieu  of  the  death  of  nature,  he  chooses  and  secures  the 
death  of  violence.     And  this  is  Pathological  Death. 
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Among  the  primary  sources  of  disease,  and  consequently  of  death,  we 
may  reckon,  intimate  chemical  change,  structural  change,  mechanical 
injury,  heat,  cold,  privation,  poisons,  intemperance,  excessive  or  deficient 
exertion  of  mental  or  corporeal  powers,  mental  excitement,  or  depression, 
etc. 

Closely  examined,  we  find,  that  all  these  causes  act  through  the  me- 
dium of  one, — namely,  intimate  chemical  change,  i.  e.,  change  in  the 
chemical  composition  of  the  tissue  or  part  affected.  For,  without  such 
change  in  the  component  elements  of  the  tissues  of  an  organ,  I  contend, 
(and  I  believe  the  discoveries  of  modern  Physiologists  fully  sustain  me  in 
this  assertion,)  there  can  be  no  change  of  function,  of  manifestation,  of 
condition,  or  of  action ;  consequently,  no  change  whatever ;  and  the  or- 
gan or  the  system  not  suffering  in  itself  such  change,  would  alike  refuse 
to  exhibit  the  phonomeua  of  health  or  disease,  of  life  or  death;  and 
would  be  an  inert,  insensate,  immovable  mass  of  dead  matter.  Chemical 
change,  then,  of  an  abnormal  character,  is  the  essential  element  of  all 
disease,  all  Pathological  death,  and,  as  we  have  before  seen,  of  all  Physio- 
logical death  likewise.  This  constitutes  the  single  avenue  through  which 
all  disease  enters  the  body,  and  is  the  philosophical  expression  of  the 
great  fiat  under  which  all  flesh  sooner  or  later,  is  re-consigned  to  its  ori- 
ginal  fellowship  with  inanimate  dust. 

With  a  few  practical  inferences,  I  close. 

1.  The  causes  of  Physiological  co-operate  with  those  of  Pathological 
death,  and  vice  versa.  Hence,  where  the  elements  of  both  are  present, 
they  mutually  accelerate  the  result.  Hence,  too,  their  results  are  the 
same;  and,  if  so,  their  essential  nature  is  the  same. 

2.  Disease  is  a  unit,  and  its  essence  is  accelerated  Death.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say,  that  its  proximate  cause  is  Cold  or  even  Obstruction,  al- 
though the  first  is  often  an  agent,  and  the  second  as  often  a  consequence 
of  disease.  The  always-present  and  essential  cjiuse  of  disease  seems  ra- 
ther, to  me,  to  be  intimate  chemical  change,  or  degeneration  of  tissue 
from  its  healthy  standard ;  for  I  cannot  understand  how  even  Cold  can 
cause  that  movement  in  the  perspiratory  tubes  which  we  call  constriction, 
and  by  which  perspiration  is  checked  and  disease  brought  on,  without  a 
previous  chemical  change  produced  in  the  molecules  of  the  tube-walls, 
disposing  them  to  a  close  aggregation  and  consequently  a  diminished 
bulk  of  calibre;  nor  can  I  perceive  how  Obstruction  should  exist  in  any 
vessel  or  part,  unless  by  the  process  I  have  just  mentioned,  or  by  me- 
chanical force  which  suddenly  induces  a  chemical  change,  or  by  the  pre- 
vious presence  of  an  unhealthy  fluid  depositing  that  which  constitutes  the 
Obstruction. 

3.  From  the  ease  with  which  we  have  found  that  various  deleterious 
matters  reach  the  circulation,  and  then  enter  into  and  deprave  the  healthy 
cells,  or  from  unhealthy  deposits  about  them,  I  am  compelled  to  subscribe 
to  the  favorite  principle  of  Physo-Medication  .  No  substance  which  the 
human  system  cannot  assimilate,  is  strictly  a  Medicine.  Other  reme- 
dies may  allay  symptoms,  and  apparently  cure  disease  ;  but  this  is  always 
done  at  the  expense  or  injury  of  the  very  texture  and  vitality  of  the  hu- 
man fabric.  It  is  cutting  hours  and  perhaps  years  from  the  duration  of 
life,  to  purchase  ease  in  its  passage.     If  such  medication  is  ever  admissi- 
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ble,  it  is  only  where   by  it,  we  may  wish  to  prolong,  at  whatever  expense 
of  after  suffering,  a  life  that  otherwise  must  be  inevitably  lost. 

Lastly  ;  from°the  foregoing  facts  and  principles,  we  learn  the  need  of 
a  complete  and  radical  Physiological  Reform.  Our  whole  lives;  all  the 
customs  of  society  ;  all  the  pursuits  of  the  busy  world,  need  revision  and 
reformation.  "We  eat  to  live  "  is  a  portion  of  the  old  maxim.  Alas! 
how  much  more  true,  were  it  declared  ice  eat  to  die!  In  the  palace,  and 
in  the  cottage,  on  the  land  and  on  the  sea,  everywhere  where  we  turn  for 
nourishment  to  sustain  the  powers  of  life,  we  still  find  "  there's  death  in 
the  pot !"  But  not  our  food  only  is  made  a  snare  for  us.  Dress,  occu- 
pation, habits,  and  even  our  so-called  duties,  (so  little  do  we  yet  know  in 
what  duty  really  consists,)  are  made  subservient  to  our  undoing,  and  en- 
listed in  the  great,  world-wide  business  of  hurrying  unreturning  mortals 
to  their  graves.  Let  us  hope,  that  the  day  will  soon  come,  when  man 
shall  know  himself,  obey  the  laws  of  his  being,  and  realize  the  God-like 
career,  the  pledge  of  which,  he  could,  if  be  would  but  open  his  eyes,  be- 
hold in  his  own  admirable  physical  organization  ! 


From  Shew  on  Cholera. 

FEAR  A  CAUSE  OF  EPIDEMICS. 

Fear  is  one  of  the  most  prolific  among  the  causes  of  epidemic  disease. 
It  is  an  old  saying,  that  fear  kills  more  than  the  plague.  "  Fear,"  says 
Haller,  "  diminishes  the  powers  of  the  body,  enfeebles  the  movements  of 
the  heart,  and  weakens  the  circulation.  Influenced  by  this  passion,  the 
scurvy  and  other  diseases  become  more  fatal,  putrid  and  other  contagious 
maladies  acquire  more  malignity,  and  the  body  becomes  more  disposed 
to  be  affected  by  pestilential  miasmata." 

When  a  disease  like  the  cholera  or  the  yellow  fever  comes  among  any 
people,  the  utmost  consternation  prevails.  Exaggerations  are  multiplied 
on  every  hand.  The  laws  of  health  not  being  by  the  many  at  all  studied 
or  understood,  and  there  being,  moreover,  a  general  belief  that  disease  is 
a  thing  of  God's  own  sending,  without  any  reference  to  errors  in  the  vol- 
untary habits  of  the  individuals  and  communities  of  the  race,  fear,  and 
fear  only,  can  be  the  legitimate  result.  I  am  acquainted  with  an  intelli- 
gent clergyman,  who  in  1832  was  upon  the  steamboat  passing  from  Que- 
bec to  Montreal,  when  the  first  case  of  cholera  happened  in  the  latter 
city.  It  was  sounded  abroad  in  every  quarter  that  the  cholera  had  reach- 
ed the  city.  The  death  took  place  in  the  night-time,  and  in  the  morning 
and  throughout  the  day  many  cases  occurred.  No  doubt  now,  in  this 
city,  the  cholera  might  be  caused  any  day,  provided  the  public  could  be 
made  to  believe  that  the  disease  was  actually,  with  all  its  terribleness,  in 
our  very  midst.  In  the  spotted  fever,  or  cold  plague,  as  some  termed  it, 
that  broke  out  in  and  spread  over  a  great  part  of  New  England,  about 
forty  years  ago,  it  was  ascertatned  that  not  only  delicate  females,  but  the 
most  robust  men,  and  even  physicians,  fell  prostrate  and  almost  lifeless, 
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with  all  the  apparent  symptoms  of  a  violent  attack  of  that  disease;  but 
which,  according  to  their  own  subsequent  confession,  wa3  entirely  the 
effect  of  fear.  And  what  adds  greatly  to  the  mischief  in  such  cases,  a 
great  variety  of  destructive  compounds  in  the  way  of  specifics,  elixirs, 
etc.,  are  swallowed  by  the  multitude,  in  the  old  belief  that  disease  is  at 
fixed  something  within  the  body,  which  a  medicine  may  be  taken  to> 
kill  !  I  repeat,  one  of  the  most  prolific  of  all  causes  of  disease  is  fear. 
A  fable  should  teach  us  wisdom  in  this  matter  :  A  pilgrim,  meeting  the 
plague  going  into  Smyrna,  asked,  "  What  are  you  going  for?"  "To 
kill  three  thousand  people,"  answered  the  plague.  Some  time  after  they 
met  again.  "But  you  killed  thirty  thousand,"  said  the  pilgrim.  "No," 
answered  the  plague;  "  I  killed  but  three  thousand — it  was  fear  killed 
the  rest." 

It  is  to  be  observed,  also,  that  fear  is  itself  contagious.  A  person  in 
fear  brings  those  who  are  about  him  into  the  same  condition.  Suppose 
a  physician,  when  treating  a  patient,  exhibits  fear  :  what  success  does  he 
meet  with?  If  nothing  worse,  a  dismissal  from  the  case,  as  he  ought  to 
have.  People  would  much  rather  die,  if  die  they  must,  by  the  side  of  a 
strong  man,  even  if  he  be  unskilful,  rather  than  a  scientific  man,  if  he  be 
liable  to  the  impression  of  fear. 

There  is  an  opinion  with  many  that  physicians  "  take  something,"  by 
which  they  are  kept  more  ftee  from  epidemic  and  contagious  diseases. 
But  the  truth  is,  they  do  not,  as  a  general  fact,  fear  disease  as  the  com- 
mon people  do ;  and  they  are,  therefore,  to  say  the  least,  not  more  liable 
than  those  who  are  among  the  sick  much  less  than  they  are. 

"  All  persons,  or  at  least  those  who  have  not  uncommon  courage  and 
firmness  of  character,"  says  Broussais,  "  should  avoid  the  sight  of 
patients  suffering  with  cholera,  as  there  is  something  very  frightful  in  the 
contortions  of  their  countenance;  and  one  must  be  accustomed  to  attend 
patients  in  order  to  behold  with  indifference  so  terrible  a  spectacle." 

In  the  time  of  cholera  in  Paris,  in  1832,  the  royal  family,  we  are  told, 
set  a  noble  example  by  remainiug  in  the  city ;  and  the  heir  apparent,  the 
lamented  Duke  of  Orleans,  made  a  personal  tour  of  inspection  through 
the  hospitals.  Casimer  Perier  (the  President  of  the  Council)  accompa- 
nied him,  and  "  this  was  an  incontestable  proof  of  courage  on  the  part  of 
a  man  who  had  carried  the  seeds  of  death  within  him,  whose  nerves  were 
irritable  to  excess,  and  who  shuddered  at  the  mere  idea  of  a  coffin."  He 
is  said  never  to  have  recovered  from  the  impression,  and  died  in  three 
weeks  afterward. 

There  is  a  highly  wrought  account  of  the  effects  of  fear  in  the  city  of 
Paris,  when  the  cholera  raged  with  unheard-of  violence  and  devastation 
in  1832.  The  deaths  at  one  time,  were  calculated  at  one  thousand  and 
three  hundred,  to  one  thousand  and  four  hundred  per  day.  Hearses  fall- 
ing short,  artillery  wagons  were  used  instead.  These  having  no  springs, 
the  violent  jolting  burst  the  coffins,  and  the  bodies  were  thrown  out,  and' 
the  pavements  were  stained  with  their  blood.  The  people  went  mad 
with  terror,  believing  the  wildest  fictions,  and  indulged  in  the  most 
dreadful  atrocities.  It  was  rumored  that  the  deaths  were  all  owing  to 
poison,  and  that  there  was  no  such  thing  as  cholera.  Then  you  might 
behold  all  the  horrid  secrets  of  a  modern  civilization,  displayed  in  the 
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rolling  billows  of  a  seething  population.  From  those  darksome  quarters 
where  misery  hides  its  forgotten  head,  the  capital  was  inundated  by  mul- 
titudes of  bare-armed  men,  whose  gloomy  faces  glared  with  hate.  What 
sought  they?  What  did  they  demand?  They  never  told  this,  only  they 
explored  the  city  with  prying  eyes,  and  ran  about  with  ferocious  mutter- 
inor.  Murders  soon  occurred.  A  Jew  was  killed  because  he  laughed 
in  a  strange  manner,  and  carried  a  packet  of  white  powder  (which  turn- 
ed out  to  be  camphor)  in  his  hand.  A  young  man  was  butchered  for 
looking  into  a  wine-seller's  window,  and  a  coal  porter  made  his  dog  tear 
the  dead  body.* 


WHO  SHALL  DECIDE  WHEN  DOCTORS  DISAGREE? 

BY    PROF.    I.    M.    COMINGS. 

It  is  really  amusing  to  read  the  various  opinions  and  contradictory 
notions  that  are  constantly  advanced  by  some  of  the  best  of  the  Old  School 
authors,  on  the  quantity  of  calomel  which  should  be  administered  as  a  dose. 

They  seem  to  be  as  much  at  a  loss  to  decide  this  point  as  to  explain 
the  modus  operandi  of  this  poison.  The  French  speak  with  horror  of  the 
doses  administered  by  the  English  ;  and,  in  this  country,  writers  are 
equally  surprised  at  the  small  doses  employed  in  England. 

Dr.  Dunglison  remarks,  that  he  recollects  the  tone  in  which  a  distin- 
guished  French  physician  spoke  of  the  hardihood  of  the  English  physicians, 
in  prescribing  three-grain  doses  of  calomel ;  yet  there  are  practitioners, 
in  this  country,  who  give  it  in  the  dose  of  one  hundred  or  one  hundred 
and  fifty  grains,  and  even  more.  These  immense  doses  do  not  produce 
a  purgative  effect,  in  direct  ratio  with  the  dose.  On  the  contrary,  two  or 
three  grains  may  be  actively  cathartic,  whilst  twenty  may  not  produce 
more,  or  as  much  effect;  and  the  doctor  well  adds,  "  The  truth  is,  that 
the  action  of  calomel  is  but  imperfectly  understood." 

An  English  physician,  with  wh6m  I  became  acquainted  in  Georgia^ 
once  remarked  to  me,  that,  in  visiting  London  after  a  practice  of  15 
years  in  this  country,  he  gave  a  prescription  to  one  of  his  company,  who 
was  sick.  The  prescription  required  20  grains  of  calomel.  The  Drug- 
gist, on  receiving  it,  was  particular  to  inquire,  whit  or  whom  i*  was  for? 
He  was  told,  that  it  was  for  an  American  gentleman  who  hid  just  arrived 
in  England.  The  druggist  replied,  it  may  do  for  an  American  to  take 
that  dose,  but  it  would  kill  an  Englishman. 

Some  contend,  that  large  doses  of  calomel  are  required  in  warm  cli- 
mates ;  but  this  is  a  fallacious  argument.  Though  it  lias  received  the 
sanction  of  the  great  part  of  the  profession,  yet  now  some  of  our  wisest 
and  best  authors  deny  it.  May  we  not,  with  reason,  ask,  why  an  agent, 
of  the  effects  of  which  so  little  is  known,  and  on  which  there  is  so  great 


^London  Morning  Chronicle. 
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a  variety  of  opinions,  should  be  so  universally  prescribed, — especially, 
when  it  is  so  often  injurious,  and  produces  such  horrible  effects. 

May  not  this  course  of  calomel  medication  be  kept  in  vogue  by  the 
fact,  that  it  has  been  so  exclusively  employed,  as  to  render  it  impossible 
to  draw  any  deductions,  in  regard  to  its  merits,  by  a  comparison  with  a 
better  course  of  treatment  ? 

Why  will  not  our  Old  School  practitioners,  give  our  remedies  a  trial, 
especially  where  they  see  their  own  fail  ? 

Worcester,  Feb.,  1849. 


VIRGINIA  ECLECTIC  JVIEDICAL  INSTITUTE. 

The  second  course  of  Medical  Lectnres  in  this  College  has  just  closed. 

We  found,  in  the  students,  the  right  kind  of  men  to  constitute  success- 
ful practitioners  ;  and  what  was  lacking  in  number  was  fully  made  up  by 
the  character  of  the  pupils. 

They  were  not  satisfied  with  the  name  of  medical  students,  but  were 
more  anxious  to  possess  the  qualifications  of  good  physicians.  This  is 
manifest  from  the  fact,  that  four  of  those  who  have  attended  the  Lec- 
tures in  the  Virginia  College,  are  about  to  attend  the  present  Course  in 
Worcester,  in  order  that  they  may  enjoy  the  advantages  of  both. 

We  had  the  same  number  this  session,  as  the  last ;  and,  from  this 
number,  the  following  were  found  well  qualified  to  receive  the  honors  of 
the  Institute. 

We  give  their  names,  their  residence,  and  the  subjects  of  their  theses. 

Levi  Reuben,  New  York, — Physiology  and  Pathology  of  Death. 

Amos  L.  Oxner,  South  Carolina, — Phthisis  Pulmonalis. 

Wm.  J.  Sumner,  South  Carolina, — Scarlatina. 

Wm.  T.  Park,  Georgia, — Calor  Animalis. 

Algenon  S.  Martin,  Va., — Febris  Intermittens. 

Lewis  W.  Pagaud,  Va., — Sympathetic  Nerve. 

Feb.  20,  1849.  I.  M.  Comings. 


OUR  COLLEGE  TERM. 

The  fourth  Lecture  Term  in  our  Medical  College,  commences  this 
day,  March  1st.  The  Introductory  Lecture  will  be  delivered,  at  3  o'clock, 
this  afternoon,  by  Prof.  Comings,  in  the  upper  Waldo  Hall.  This 
Lecture  will  be  public,  and  any  friends  interested  in  the  progress  of  true 
medical  science  are  respectfully  invited  to  attend. 

Five  Lectures  of  one  hour  each  will  be  delivered  daily,  on  all  the  sec- 
ular days  of  the  week,  Saturdays  excepted,  on  which  days  two  or  three 
only  will  be  given.  The  Lecture  hours  will  generally  be  from  9  to  12 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  from  2  to  4,  P.  M. 
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Ample  arrangements,  in  regard  to  rooms  and  other  accommodations, 
have  been  made,  and  we  now  have  competent  means  of  illustration  in  all 
the  various  departments,  as  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  Chemistry, 
Botany,  Obstetrics,  &c.  We  have  a  good  collection  of  specimens  of 
Morbid  Anatomy,  wet  and  dry  Anatomical  Preparations,  a  Manikin, 
Paintings,  &,c.  These  facilities,  together  with  illustrations  on  dead  sub- 
jects, and  opportunities  for  private  dissections,  will  render  it  a  personal 
fault,  on  the  part  of  each  student,  if  his  professional  improvement  is  not 
an  ample  equivalent  for  the  price  of  his  tuition. 

The  Term  will  continue  fourteen  weeks,  and  close  on  Wednesday, 
June  6th,  with  the  exercises  of  a  public  Anniversary.  In  connexion  with 
these  exercises,  there  will  also  be  public  Addresses  before  the  Bay  State 
Medical  Reform  Association,  a  meeting  of  which  will  be,  on  that  day> 
held  in  this  city.  We  anticipate  a  Term  of  unusual  interest,  and  the 
day  of  the  Anniversary,  we  have  no  doubt,  will  tell  much  for  the  cause 
of  Medical  Reform. 

The  bill,  granting  us  a  charter,  is  meeting  with  increased  favor  in  both 
branches  of  our  Legislature,  and  will  probably  soon  pass  to  be  enacted. 
[Ed.  Jour.] 


From  Shew  on  Cholera. 

DEFINITION  OF  THE  TERM  "CHOLERA." 

Cholera  signifies  a  flow  of  bile ;  "  cholera  morbus,"  a  morbid  flow  of 
bile.  The  term  cholera,  then,  as  used  in  modern  times,  is  not  correct ; 
because,  in  the  disease  proper,  there  is  no  flow  or  discharge  of  bile  what^ 
ever.  The  entire  absence  of  bile  in  matters  vomited  and  passed  by  the 
bowels,  is  a  characteristic  feature  of  the  disease,  Cholera,  like  many 
other  medical  terms,  is  used  in  a  sense  directly  the  opposite  of  its  true 
and  original  signification.  The  term,  however,  is  well  understood,  and 
that  is  sufficient  for  all  practical  purposes. 


SMOKING. 

The  editor  of  the  Chronotype  utters  the  following  opinion  on  smoking 
and  smokers : 

"A  man  who  smokes  is  a  fool — because  he  parts  with  his  money  for 
mere  smoke — because  he  is  made  no  fatter,  richer,  or  wiser  hy  it — be- 
cause, for  every  ounce  of  pleasure  derived  from  it,  he  has  to  pay  an  ounce 
of  pain,  with  interest! — because  he  cannot  stop  the  practice,  when  he  \s 
sick  of  it — because  he  makes  himself  a  nuisance  to  persons  of  cleanliness 
and  taste." 
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A.  J.  DAVIS,  THE  CLAIRVOYANT,  ON  DISEASE. 

EY    PROF.    I.    M.    COMINGS. 

Our  readers  are  all  more  or  less  acquainted  with  the  wonderful  revela- 
tions of  Andrew  Jackson  Davis,  who  astonished  the  world,  by  his  mes- 
meric powers,  a  few  months  since.  We  have  been  led  to  read  this  book, 
by  something  more  than  an  idle  curiosity.  We  have  nothing  to  say 
about  its  truth,  or  falsity,  or  its  moral  tendency,  as  we  did  not  read  it  as 
a  critic.  All  we  now  ask  is  for  our  physicians  to  reflect  on  the  ideas 
advanced  in  the  following  extract,  and  see  if  they  come  as  near  the  truth, 
as  Thomson's  notion  of  the  unity  of  disease. 

On  the  32d  page  we  find  the  following  : — 

"  The  serous  and  mucous  surfaces  generate  and  sustain  a  positive  and 
negative  fluid.  This  controls  the  circulation.  The  negative  expands 
the  ventricles,  and  that  attracts  the  blood  to  its  reservoir.  The  positive 
contracts  the  ventricles,  and  thus  repulses  the  blood  throughout  the  sys- 
tem. Hence,  there  is  a  continual  expansion  and  attraction  and  contrac- 
tion and  repulsion,  which  illustrates  familiarly  the  offices  of  these  forces. 
The  serous  surfaces  are  susceptible  of  feeling,  while  the  mucous  surfaces 
are  not. 

"  The  brain  is  composed  of  a  sensitive  and  complicated  composition 
of  fibres,  to  which  no  other  part  of  the  body  bears  an  analogy.  Being 
sensitive,  it  is  attractive  or  positive  to  all  that  is  existing  on  the  nervous 
medium.     Hence  it  receives  impressions  irresistably.     It  possesses  with- 
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in  itself  the  positive  and  negative  poles,  or  the  greater  and  less  parts ; — 
the  one  controlling,  the  other  subject, — the  one  receiving  power,  the 
other  transmitting  and  exercising  power.  When  there  is  a  full  and  unin- 
terrupted exercise  of  all  the  powers  and  organs  of  the  body, — when  there 
is  a  harmony  existing  throughout  the  whole  physical  system,  there  is  per- 
fect health  and  enjoyment;  because  its  forces,  (which  are  positive  and 
negative,  or  magnetic  and  electric,)  are  regularly  performing  their  func- 
tions, and  this  indicates  a  perfect  condition  of  the  magnetic  or  nervous 
medium.  Nevertheless,  when  the  body  becomes  deranged  in  any  of  its 
various  parts,  it  is  a  loss  of  its  positive  or  negative  power,  which  produ- 
ces its  health  and  harmonious  action.  But,  when  all  parts  are  in  perfect 
unison  and  harmony,  then  the  system  is  thoroughly  magnetized." 

Whether  these  views  are  correct  or  not,  we  leave  others  to  decide. 
We  only  say,  that  they  are  in  accordance  with  some  ideas  which  we  ad- 
vanced more  than  a  year  ago,  and  which  may  be  seen  by  a  reference  to 
the  2d  Vol.  of  the  Journal  :  and  this  was  long  before  we  knew  any  thing 
of  the  revelations  of  A.  J.  Davis. 

We  feel  pretty  well  assured,  that  future  discoveries  will  make  it  evi- 
dent, that  the  primary  cause  of  all  forms  of  disease  is  a  derangement  in 
the  magnetic  fluids  of  the  system. 

Worcester,  Feb.,  1849. 
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Dr.  Newton  ; — In  my  letter  to  you  of  June  last,  I  stated  that  I  was 
located  in  the  midst  of  Old  School  doctors,  and  that  it  was  so  healthy,  I 
did  not  believe  that  all  five  of  us  got  more  practice  than  one  could  attend 
to.  It  has  continued  quite  healthy  generally  in  this  section  of  country. 
There  are  some  neighborhoods,  however,  in  which  disease  has  been 
quite  prevalent,  for  a  short  time.  I  have  had  as  much  practice  as  I 
could  expect  under  existing  circumstances,  being  so  completely  surround- 
ed by  the  other  doctors.  And  I  have  no  doubt,  that  the  uncommon  suc- 
cess attending  my  practice  has  done  far  more  to  break  down  prejudice 
against  the  practice,  than  any  other  argument  I  could  have  used.  Mv 
practice  has  been,  and  still  is  principally  in  families  of  the  most  intelli* 
gent,  respectable,  and  wealthy  portions  of  the  community. 

During  the  last  summer  and  fall  I  attended  about  sixty-six  cases  of  dis- 
ease; and  two  out  of  this  number  died.  Both  of  these*  were  expected  to 
die,  before  I  got  to  them.  The  following  are  some  among  the  affections 
treated  :  Dysenteria,  hysteria,  diarrhoea,  pneumonia,  nervous  fever,  con- 
gestive fever,  typhoid  fever,  remittent  and  intermittent  fever,  dy  pepsia, 
splenitis,  torsilitis,  cynanche  trachealis,  hepatitis,  gastritis,  hem  plegia, 
neuralgia,  pertussis,  colonic  dyspepsia,  scrofula,  rheumatism,  consump- 
tion, worm  affections,  leucorrhoea,  amenorrhcea,  diseases  during  utero 
gestation,  retention  of  placenta,  obstetrical  cases,  &c. 

Remedies  used  in  the  above  cases.  Lobelia  inflata,  capsicum,  quinine 
(five  ounces),  myrica  cerifera,  zingiber,  podophyllum  pekatum,  sangui- 
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naria  canadensis,  cypripedium,  neutralizing  mixture,  ulmas  fulva,  aletris 
farinosa,  acta3a  racemosa,  vapor  bath  in  five  or  six  cases,  A\  aline  bath  in 
many  cases,  and  some  other  quite  important  remedies,  occasionally,  with 
a  host  of  minor  ones,  some  of  which  will  be  brought  into  more  immediate 
notice,  with  their  exhibition,  in  cases  which  I  design  to  report. 

Case  I. — A  woman  taken  with  violent  "  pain  and  burning  "  in  the 
stomach  and  bowels,  violent  purging  of  blood  and  mucus,  and  very  rest- 
less. She  was  expected  to  die,  because  one  in  the  same  family,  just  in 
the  same  situation,  had  died  not  long  before,  attended  by  a  mineral  doc- 
tor. 

Treatment  commenced  on  Saturday. — Kept  her  under  the  influence 
of  lobelia  and  sudorifics  several  hours,  and  then  free  emesiswas  produced. 
Urgent  symptoms  now  subsided.  Patient  slept  well  at  night.  Sunday, 
gave  one  pill  every  hour,  until  ten  were  given,  composed  of  capsicum 
three  parts,  and  sulph.  quin.  one  part.  She  improved  rapidly.  Con- 
tinued to  give  some  of  these  pills  for  three  or  four  days  longer.  She  was 
soon  well. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  I  am  not  writing  to  you,  so  much  with  the  design  of 
instructing  others,  as  merely  to  mention  some  of  the  diseases  we  have  to 
contend  with  here,  and  of  the  remedies  which  I  have,  in  actual  practice, 
found  successful.  I  may  not,  indeed,  have  treated  every  case  better  than 
any  other  person  could  have  done :  but  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  believe, 
that  better  success  has  not  lately  attended  the  practice  of  any  doctor  in 
"  these  diggins,"  than  has  attended  my  own,  since  graduating  last 
March. 

If  you  think  what  I  have  written  to  be  worth  a  place  in  your  Journal,  and 
would  like  to  have  any  thing  more  from  this  way,  I  am  ready  at  all  times 
tr  do  what  I  can  for  the  cause  of  medical  reform.  I  have  been  prevented 
from  offering  productions  of  mine  for  publication,  from  the  considera- 
tion, that  there  are  so  many  heads  and  hands  whose  productions  would 
be  so  much  more  interesting  and  instructive,  than  any  thing  I  could 
give.     "  But  such  as  I  have  I  "  am  willing  to  "  give  unto  thee." 

Scrofulous  Ulcers. — Fill  them  full  of  molasses,  and  keep  it  there  by 
rreans  of  a  plaster.  I  am  told,  that  the  ulcers  will  commence  healing 
from  the  bottom,  and  that  a  permanent  cure  will  be  effected. 

Dinwiddie  Co.,  Va.,  Feb.,  1849.  J.  B.  Spiers. 


IMPORTANCE  OF  UNION. 

Dr.  Newton  : — Being  solicited,  by  a  friend  of  yours  and  of  the  Phy- 
80- Medical  Practice,  to  write  for  your  Journal,  I  have  resolved  on  trying 
to  write  a  letter  or  two,  hoping  thereby  to  render  some  assistance  in  im- 
pelling onward  the  great  car  of  medical  reform.  In  the  absence  of  any- 
thing more  interesting,  you  are  at  liberty  to  publish  it,  if  you  think 
proper.  I  hope,  however,  that  you  will  suppress  the  puWication  of  any- 
thing in  your  Journal,  whether  written  by  myself  or  any  other  individual:, 
calculated  to  impede  rather  than  advance  a  common  cause.     I  do  not 
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mean  by  this,  that  a  communication  for  publication  should  be  rejectee^ 
merely  because  it  is  supposed  to  contain  some  erroneous  notion  in  regard 
to  remedies;  for  such  notion  would  of  course  be  understood  merely  as 
the  writer's  opinion.  But  let  not  brother's  contending  with  brother  be 
once  named,  in  your  Journal,  as  becoming  medical  reformers.  If  any 
wish  to  contend,  let  them  contend  with  their  "  lawful  game,  Allopathists," 
&,c.  I  believe  that  medical  reform,  like  moral  reform,  may  reeeive 
greater  injury  from  professed  friends,  than  from  all  other  sources  combi- 
ned. But  let  the  friends  press  forward  in  firm  phalanx,  and  adhere,  in 
both  word  and  deed,  to  the  principle  "  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  em- 
ploying poisons  of  any  kind  as  remedial  agents,  and  that  the  object  in 
exhibiting  any  remedy  should  be  to  sustain,  and  not  to  depress  the  vital- 
powers,"  and  they  need  fear  nothing  from  opposition.  If  trifling  difficul- 
ties arise,  let  them  not  be  told  out  of  the  family ;  for  long,  long,  after 
the  honest  parties  have  settled  and  forgotten  them,  will  they  be  remem- 
bered and  held  up  to  view  by  others.  "  Tell  it  not  in  Gath,  publish  it  not 
in  the  streets  of  Ashkelon;  lest  the  daughters  of  the  Philistines  rejoice." 
"  Verbum  sat." 

ACROSTIC. 

Can  you  now  thus  conduct  your  print, 

And  always  carry  out  this  hint; — 

Let  no  contentions  once  appear, 

Viewed  on  your  page,  from  year  to  year ; 

In  every  case,  to  let  no  age, — 

No  brethren  soil  your  unsoiled  page  ? 

None  more,  I  have  no  doubt,  than  you, 

Entirely  all  contentions  rue, — 

Would  strive  to  work  with  hand  and  tongue, 

To  advance  the  cause,  and  keep  from  wrong 

Others  who  would  contend  and  strive, 

Nor  care  who  sinks,  so  they're  alive. 

Now,  sir,  in  my  section  of  country,  there  are  but  few  who  take  medi- 
cal papers  of  any  kind.  The  people  generally  know  but  little  about  the 
progress  of  the  Botanic  or  Thomsonian,  or  Eclectic  practice  of  medicine,, 
farther  than  they  can  see  or  hear.  And,  as  I  am  desirous  to  make  as  fa- 
vorable an  impression  as  possible,  on  the  minds  of  the  people  in  regard 
to  our  practice,  that  they  may  stop,  think,  and  embrace  truth,  I  am  in  the 
habit  of  lending  my  medical  papers.  B;tt,  believe  me,  sir,  I  have,  in  by- 
gone days,  got  hold  of  some  numbers  of  some  papers,  so  soiled  with  con- 
tentions, that  I  supposed  the  good  of  the  cause  demanded,  that  they  be 
kept  in  the  closest  corner  possible.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  past  experi- 
ence will  serve  as  a  beacon-light  for  the  future.  Words  merely  spoken 
may  make  an  impression  for  the  time,  and  then  be  forever  forgotten  ;  butr 
when  they  are  written,  printed  on  paper,  and  bound  in  a  book,  they  are 
kept  in  remembrance,  and  may  do  us  an  injury  for  years  to  come.  Some, 
I  have  no  doubt,  have  suffered,  and  are  still  suffering  from  such  a  source. 
And,  if  but  a  few  individuals  suffered,  it  would  not  be  a  matter  of  so  much 
importance,  but  our  cause,  in  general,  is  affected.  Words  of  contention^ 
indeed,  are 
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"  Poison  drops  ot  care   and  sorrow, — 

Bitter  poison  drops  are  they, 
Weaving  for  the  coming  morrow, 

Sad  memorials  of  to  day." 

I  do  not  design,  in  the  above  lines,  to  cast  a  reflection  on  any  individ- 
ual or  individuals,  but  my  aim  is  "  Bonum  Publicum."  According  to  a 
common  saying,  in  "  these  diggins,"  "Let  them  whom  the  cap  fits  wear 
it,"  and  it  may,  some  of  these  days,  prove  as  a  helmet,  and  save  them 
from  a  mortal  wound  on  their  devoted  heads. 

Dinwiddie  Co.,  Va  ,  Feb.,  1849.  J.  B.  Sfikrs. 


From  the  Cincinnati  Daily  Times. 

IMPORTANT   DECISION-OUR   MEDICAL  COLLEGES  AND 

HOSPITAL. 

An  important  case  was  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  on  Saturday, 
(Judges  Hitchcock  and  Reed  upon  the  bench,)  involving  the  rights  off 
Medical  Students  and  Colleges,  in  reference  to  the  Cincinnati  Commer- 
cial Hospital,  and  also  the  rights  of  the  public  to  certain  revenues  for 
benevolent  purposes. 

It  appears,  that,  by  an  act  of  the  Ohio  Legislature,  passed  in  1839,  the 
Trustees  of  the  township  were  authorised  to  admit  the  Medical  Faculty 
of  the  Cincinnati  College  to  the  Commercial  Hospital,  and  also,  by  a  pro- 
viso of  the  same  act,  all  Medical  Students- in  the  State  attending  other 
Medical  Colleges  were  authorized  to  enter  the  Hospital  upon  an  equal 
footing,  for  the  purpose  of  witnessing  the  Medical  and  Surgical  illustra- 
tions presented  before  the  class  by  the  professor  for  their  instruction. 
Under  this  law,  the  Trustees,  having  a  discretionary  power,  have  net 
thought  proper  to  admit  any  other  Faculty  than  that  of  the  Ohio  Medical 
College,  to  participation  in  the  supervision  of  the  Hospital.  That  clause, 
however,  which  entitles  Medical  Students  generally  to  an  equal  admiss- 
ion, does  not  give  to  the  Board  any  discretionary  power,  but  says  "  that 
the  Students  of  the  several  Medical  Schools  or  Colleges,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Commercial  Hospital  and  Lunatic  Asy- 
lum of  Ohio,  in  said  township,  to  witness  the  treatment  of  diseases  ami 
such  surgical  operations  as  may  be  performed  therein,  on  equal  terms y 
provided,  further,  that  all  Medical  Colleges  which  may  avail  themselves 
of  the  right  of  introducing  pupils  into  the  Hospital,  shall  agree  to  educate 
one  youth  from  each  judicial  district  in  this  State,  free  of  expense,  in  the 
same  manner  that  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio  is  bound  to  do." 

Under  this  law,  the  Students  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  claim 
the  right  of  admission  to  the  Hospital  upon  the  same  terms,  as  to  fee*, 
&,c,  as  the  Students  of  the  Old  School.  The  Institute  has  been  in 
prosperous  operation  for  three  years — has  taken  a  leading  rank  in  the 
city  ;  and  has  fully  complied  with  the  law,  by  announcing  in   all.  its  cir- 
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culars,  the  opportunity  of  gratuitous  education  which  it  has  offered,  and 
which  has  been  accepted  by  quite  a  number  of  young  men. 

This  claim,  however,  has  been  rejected,  by  the  Medical  College  of 
Ohio,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  designed  by  the  Legislature  to  give  the 
Faculty  and  Students  of  that  School  an  exclusive  monopoly  of  the  advan- 
tages of  the  Hospital,  and  that  the  law  extending  its  advantages  to  the 
students  of  other  schools  being  in  the  form  of  a  proviso,  must  be  consid- 
ered entirely  contingent,  depending  for  its  effect  upon  the  entrance  of 
the  Faculty  of  the  Cincinnati  College  as  Hospital  physicians,  and,  conse- 
quently, is  entirely  null  at  present,  as  that  Faculty  is  not  now  in  exist- 
ence. 

This  position  was  sustained  by  the  decision  of  the  Court  delivered  by 
Judge  Hitchcock,  thereby  confirming  the  monopoly  of  the  Old  School. 
We  do  not  pretend  to  decide  this  point  of  law ;  but,  in  order  to  present 
the  matter  fairly,  we  annex  the  statute  which  has  been  thus  construed, 
that  our  readers  may  form  their  own  opinions.  It  will  be  perceived  by 
the  latter  portion  of  the  act,  that  the  public  welfare  is  materially  injured 
by  this  decision.  The  funds  arising  from  the  sale  of  tickets  to  the  stu- 
dents, whom  the  Old  School  excludes,  are  to  be  applied  to  benevolent 
purposes,  or  to  the  support  of  the  Hospital.  The  money  is  now  lost  to 
the  cause  of  humanity,  by  the  exclusiveness  of  the  Old  School.  The 
number  of  students  attending  the  winter  and  spring  sessions  of  the  Eclec- 
tic Medical  Institute  amounts  to  about  two  hundred  and  twenty.  The 
Hospital  ticket  being  five  dollars,  we  perceive  that,  if  each  of  these  stu- 
dents took  the  ticket,  the  sum  would  amount  to  eleven  hundred  dollars 
for  the  past  twelve  months;  and,  according  to  reasonable  calculations  of 
the  increase  of  the  school,  might  soon  amount  to  two  or  three  thousand 
dollars  per  annum,  without  including  other  medical  schools  in  the  calcu- 
lation, which  would  furnish  a  considerable  addition  to  the  afjareaate 
amount.  We  would  simply  ask,  Is  it  right  that  the  public  should  be  de- 
prived of  this  large  revenue  for  charitable  purposes,  merely  to  gratify  the 
exclusiveness  of  the  old  Medical  College,  and  assist  in  displaying  its  hos- 
tility against  a  successful  rival  institution? 

An  Act  in  relation  to  the  medical  and  surgical  supervision  of  Com- 
mercial Hospital  and  Lunatic  Asylum  of  Ohio. 

Sec  1.  Be  it  enacted,  &c,  that  the  Trustees  of  the  township  of  Cin- 
cinnati are  hereby  authorized,  in  their  discretion,  and  whenever  they 
may  consider  it  advisable,  to  admit  the  Faculty  of  the  Cincinnati  College 
to  an  equal  participation  with  the  Faculty  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio 
in  the  medical  and  surgical  supervision  of  the  Commercial  Hospital  and 
Lunatic  Asylum  of  Ohio,  under  such  regulations  as  they  may  prescribe, 
Provided,  that  the  students  of  the  several  medical  schools  or  colleges 
within  the  state  of  Ohio  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Commercial  Hospital 
and  Lunatic  Asylum,  in  said  township,  to  witness  the  treatment  of  dis- 
eases and  such  surgical  operations  as  may  be  performed  therein  :  Provi- 
ded, further,  th  t  all  medical  colleges  which  may  avail  themselves  of  the 
right  of  introducing  pupils  into  the  hospital,  shall  agree  to  educate  one 
youth  from  each  judicial  district  in  this  State,  free  of  expense,  in  the  same 
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manner  that  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio  is  bound  to  do:  Provided,  also, 
that  all  the  funds  arising  from  the  sale  of  hospital  tickets  to  students  of 
the  Medical  College  of  Ohio  shall  be  applied  in  the  same  manner  as  said 
funds  are  now  applied.  All  funds  arising  from  this  sale  of  tickets  to  stu- 
dents other  than  those  attending  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  shall  be 
applied  by  said  Trustees  to  the  support  of  said  hospital,  or  in  aid  of  any 
charitable  object  or  institution  within  said  township,  as  the  Trustees  may 
deem  proper  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  Trustees  to  make  to  the_ 
General  Assembly  an  annual  report  of  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
provided  medical  and  surgical  attendance  on  said  hospital  and  asylum, 
together  with  a  statement  of  the  number  of  cases /treated  therein,  the 
name  of  the  diseases,  and  the  termination  of  the  same. 

Sec.  2.  Any  future  Legislature   may  alter,  amend,  or  repeal  this  Act, 
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PRESENT  STATE  OF  THE  PROFESSION. 

Messrs.  Editors  : — I  have  been  travelling  for  the  last  four  months  in 
the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  and  have  endeavored  to  note, 
with  as  much  exactness  as  I  was  capable  of,  the  general  state  of  progress 
in  the  medical  profession,  and  the  varied  success  which  has  seemed  to 
attend  it.  I  have  met  some  of  almost  every  sect  in  the  medical  fra- 
ternity— Allopathic,  Eclectic,  Botanic,  Uroscopian,  Hydropathic,  Horn-' 
ocopathic,  &,c.,&,c.  Of  what  are  called  the  "  regular  "  or  "  Old  School  " 
physicians,  I  think  not  more  than  one  half  have  ever  attended  a  Course  of 
Lectures,  and  not  more  than  one  in  ten  or  fifteen  is  a  graduate.  A  great 
many  of  these  are  laying  aside  the  lancet  and  mercury  for  rare  occasions, 
and  report  progress  in  medical  skill  in  proportion  as  they  lay  aside  their 
old  "  blood  and  thunder  "  theories,  and  conform  their  practice  to  the  piain 
and  simple  indications  of  nature.  Of  those  properly  Eclectic,  nearly  all 
I  saw  in  the  states  of  Indiana  and  Illinois  are  graduates  of  some  respect- 
able medical  college.  But  I  regret  to  say,  that  I  found  more  practicing 
physicians  of  this  school  in  Ohio  who  have  not  attended  Lectures,  than  in 
any  other  part  of  my  travels.  I  have  uniformly  urged  upon  them  (what 
they  all  feel  and  admit)  the  necessity  of  being  more  throughly  acquainted 
with  anatomy  and  surgery — in  short,  that  they  ought  to  enjoy  the  benefits 
(which  they  could  not  find' elsewhere)  of  a  thorough  Course  at  the  Eclec- 
tic Institute  at  Cincinnati.  Though  many  of  them  are  excellent  practi- 
tioners, they  will  always  feel  embarrassed,  without  a  more  thorough 
knowledge  of  anatomy.  This  entire  class  of  Eclectic  practitioners, 
whether  highly  scientific  or  not,  are  regarded  as  "  irregular  '■  by  the 
"  Old  School."  However,  this  is  a  small  matter,  as  they  are  generally 
well  sustained,  and  stand  fair  as  intelligent  and  scientific  men.  I  rrave 
seen  many  places  where  Eclectic  practitioners  are  needed,  and  would  be 
well  sustained.  The  cause  is  rapidly  advancing,  and  it  is  not  difficult 
to  predict  the  result,  if  the  friends  of  medical  reform  and  progress  are 
true  to  their  principles. 
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There  is  another  class,  known  by  the  general  name  of  "  Botanic  "  phy- 
sicians, many  of  them  popular  and  successful  in  practice.  Of  these,  I 
think  the  most  scientific  are  those  who  have  attended  the  "  Botanico- 
Medical  Institute,"  at  Cincinnati.  Others  again,  having  read  Thomson's, 
Howard's,  and  some  other  works  of  this  class,  are  proving,  beyond  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt,  the  superiority  of  the  Botanic  practice,  even  in  its 
most  crude  and  undigested  state,  over  the  old  depleting  and  calomelizing 
practice. 

Of  the  Uroscopians,  who  are  becoming  quite  numerous,  and  who,  I  be- 
lieve, are  the  pupils,  in  most  cases,  of  Dr.  Legarden,  of  Laporte,  Indiana, 
I  can  say  but  little,  not  having  extensively  formed  their  acquaintance.  I 
may  remark,  however,  that  some  of  the  most  popular  and  successful  prac- 
titioners I  have  met  with,  use  that  system  as  furnishing  the  most  safe  and 
satisfactory  diagnosis  of  any  with  which  they  are  acquainted.  It  is  easy 
to  cry  "  humbug  "  and  "  quackery,"  but  they  are  "  humbugging  "  many 
very  intelligent  people,  and  themselves  too,  into  a  most  successful  and  lu- 
crative practice. 

Among  all  classes,  especially  the  Eclectic,  Hydropathy  is  gaining  pop- 
ular favor.  As  to  Mr.  Homoeopathy,  1  cannot  speak  from  any  personal 
knowledge.  His  size  is  said  to  be  very  diminutive,  and  I  understand  he 
is  a  great  favorite  with  the  ladies,  and  is  frequently  seen  in  the  parlor 
and  drawing  room.  All  agree  that  he  seems  to  have  no  disposition  to  do 
friends  or  foes  any  harm,  and  is  universally  regarded  as  a  very  sweet  lit- 
tle creature. 

It  is  too  evident  to  be  disputed,  that  there  is  felt  a  necessity  for  a  gen- 
eral reform  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  adapting  it  more  fully  to  the  de- 
mands of  nature.  The  aching  bones  and  distorted  countenances  of  suf- 
fering thousands  bear  a  burning  testimony  to  the  dreadful  havoc  the  use 
of  mercury  is  making  of  the  fine  forms  of  our  race.  Only  a  few  days 
since,  I  saw  a  sprightly  boy  of  fourteen,  with  a  shockingly  distorted  face, 
from  the  effects  of  calomel.  And  what,  think  you,  was  the  reason  assign- 
ed for  this  horrid  work?  O,  the  "  boy  didn't  swallow  it  quick  enough!" 
and  this  is  all  the  satisfaction  an  afflicted  mother  is  to  have,  whose  son  is 
to  carry  through  life  this  horrid  distortion.  The  same  day  I  saw  another 
most  afflicting  instance  of  the  effects  of  calomel.  The  daughter  of  a 
physician,  a  girl  of  six  years  of  age,  took  calomel — lost  all  her  teeth — the 
second  set  came  in  ;  and  now,  at  the  tender  age  of  thirteen,  her  teeth 
are  all  decayed  and  broken  off  even  with  the  gums. 

But  does  any  one  ask  what  we  would  substitute  for  calomel?  I  answer, 
we  want  no  substitute.  We  want  only  those  remedies  which  are  in  har- 
mony with  the  laws  of  our  being.  The  fact  stands  out  undeniably,  that 
the  Eclectic  practice  has  almost  infinite  advantage  over  the  old  Allopa- 
thic practice,  as  thousands  are  now  proving.  Almost  every  day  I  meet 
old  chronic  cases,  given  up  to  die,  made  "  every  whit  whole"  by  this 
practice. 

It  is  important  that  the  supply  of  able  and  efficient  Eclectic  practition- 
ers should  be  equal  to  the  increasing  demand;  and  I  would  suggest  that 
it  be  made  a  point  of  interest  and  importance,  that  every  well-read  prac- 
titioner have  reading  with  him  one  or  two  young  men  of  good  abilities 
and  literary  attainments,  and  thus  furnish  to  the  Medical  Institute  at  Cin- 
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cinnati,  a  large  number  of  students  of  good  literary  <md  scientific  charac- 
ter. If  each  graduate  would  send  one  student  annually,  the  college 
would  be  full  to  overflowing.  So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  all 
looks  bright  and  encouraging — the  past  is  a  good  hint  to  the  future. 
Success  to  you  I  say. 

Yours  for  Reform,  Progress,  and  Eclecticism. 

Observer. 
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GUN-SHOT  WOUND-BALL  IN  THE  HIP  THIRTEEN 

MONTHS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  following  cnse  has  been  thought  sufficiently  interesting  and 
important  to  deserve  publishing.  If  you  should  so  consider  it,  you  will 
please  give  it  insertion  in  your  Journal.  Yours  respectfully, 

Lowell,  Feb.  1,  1849.  G.  Kimball. 

George  Church,  a  soldier  of  the    Massachusetts   Regiment  during  the 

C*  *  Oct 

late  campaign  in  Mexico,  was  shot  down  in  the  battle  of  Molino  del  Rey, 
on  the  23th  of  September,  i847.  He  was  taken  into  hospital  the  even- 
ing of  the  same  day,  and  fell  under  the  charge  of  one  of  the  chief  sur- 
geons, Dr.  Satterlee.  It  was  found,  upon  examination,  that  a  wound  had 
been  received  in  the  hip — that  a  musket  ball  had  entered  just  anterior  to 
the  great  trochanter,  and  made  its  way,  apparently  upward  and  forward, 
towards  the  anterior  superior  spinous  process  of  the  ilium.  Attempts 
were  immediately  made  to  extract  it,  but  they  were  unsuccessful.  The 
wound  healed  very  slowly,  and  it  was  not  till  nearly  the  end  of  five 
months  that  he  was  able  to  leave  the  hospital.  He  then  returned  home 
to  Massachusetts,  and  gradually  became  so  far  restored  as  to  be  able  to 
engage  moderately  in  the  common  duties  of  farming.  In  the  course  of  a 
few  months  after  this,  some  ten  months  from  the  date  of  the  wound,  he 
was  seized  with  a  violent  paroxysm  of  epilepsy.  Three  weeks  after,  he 
was  seized  with  another,  still  more  violent ;  and  thus  they  continued  re- 
turning at  intervals  of  every  two  or  three  weeks,  till  the  latter  part  of 
October,  1848,  when,  at  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Guiteau,  of  Lee,  his  at- 
tending physician,  he  came  to  Pittsfield  for  the  benefit  of  a  surgical  con- 
sultation. The  result  of  this  consultation  was  an  unanimous  conclusion, 
that  the  epilepsy  had  been  induced  by  the  wound  in  the  hip — that  a  ball 
or  some  other  foreign  body,  lodged  there  at  the  time  the  wound  was  re- 
ceived, was  implicating  some  important  nerve — and  an  operation,  with 
the  view  of  its  dislodgment,  afforded  the  most  reasonable  chance  of  relief. 
This  operation,  however,  was  not  pressed  with  much  earnestness.  The 
efforts  of  the  army  surgeon,  to  the  same  end,  had  proved  abortive  in  the 
first  instance;  and  the  present  circumstances  of  the  case  certainly  gave 
no   very  flattering  assurance  that  a  second   attempt  would   be  more  sue- 
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cessful.     However,  the  proposition  was  readily  embraced   by  the  patient, 
and  the  operation  accordingly  performed  on  the  28th  of  October. 

A  fistulous  opening,  sufficient  to  admit  a  common-sized  probe,  indicat- 
ed the  original  course  of  the  wound,  to  the  extent  of  some  three  inches, 
and  in  a  direction,  as  before  stated,  towards  the  anterior  superior  spinous 
process  of  the  ileum.  As  a  most  critical  examination  of  the  parts  had 
hitherto  afforded  no  idea  of  even  the  probable  location  of  the  ball,  it  was 
thought  best  to  endeavor  to  reach  it  by  tracing,  if  possible,  this  fistula 
through  its  entire  course.  A  grooved  probe  was  accordingly  introduced, 
and  pushed  forward  till  it  came  in  contact  with  the  surface  of  the  ileum. 
Upon  this,  a  straight  bistoury  was  introduced  io  the  same  extent,  and 
the  fistula,  thus  far,  laid  freely  open.  Its  further  continuation  and  di- 
rection were  now  detected,  though  with  difficulty,  from  its  course  having 
been  so  entirely  changed.  A  long  probe  being  introduced  into  this  new 
branch  of  the  fistula,  it  was  made  to  pass  some  eight  inches  backwards 
and  downwards,  making  its  way  along  the  surface  of  the  bone,  just  under 
the  crest  of  the  ileum,  till  it  reached  the  ischiatic  notch,  when  it  fell  di- 
rectly upon  the  ball,  which  was  situated,  it  would  seem,  very  near  to,  if 
not  in  contact  with,  the  sciatic  nerve.  An  attempt  was  now  made  to 
bring  into  service  the  ball  forceps  ;  but  the  length,  the  narrowness  and 
unyielding  callous  walls' of  the  fistula,  rendered  them  quite  useless.  It 
seemed  necessary,  therefore,  to  lay  open  this  passage  still  further,  and  it 
was  accordingly  done  to  the  extent  of  some  five  inches.  Again  the  for- 
ceps was  introduced,  the  ball  readily  laid  hold  of,  and  a  good  deal  of 
force  applied ;  still  it  refused  to  yield.  A  bistoury  was  now  passed  into 
the  bottom  of  the  fistula,  and  the  callous  tissue  immediately  embracing 
the  ball,  carefully  divided  at  several  points,  so  that  upon  a  third  applica- 
tion of  the   forceps,  it  was  brought  away  with  comparatively  little  force. 

This  operation,  undertaken  with  a  good  deal  of  reluctance,  and,  in 
view  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  with  serious  misgivings  as  to  its 
success,  has  been  most  satisfactory  and  gratifying  in  its  results.  From 
the  day  it  was  performed  to  the  present  time,  there  has  been  no  return  of 
epilepsy;  and  the  patient's  health,  which  had  previously  been  most  se- 
riously impaired,  has  now  become  so  far  restored  as  to  make  it  safe  to 
pronounce  him  perfectly  well. 
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NEW  ADHESIVE  MIXTURE. 

Dr.  Sanborn,  of  Andover,  Mass.,  has  made  a  new  adhesive  preparation 
that  is  likely  to  prove  a  prominent  rival  to  the  collodion.  Gutta  percha 
is  dissolved  in  chloroform,  having  about  the  consistency  of  melted  glue. 
It  is  applied  with  a  brush,  and  meets  the  decided  approval  of  competent 
judges.  The  inventor  says  that  he  communicated  the  discovery  of  the 
properties  of  this  combination  to  one  of  the  Boston  papers  more  than  a 
year  ago.  The  menstruum  does  not  evaporate  quite  so  rapidly  as  ether; 
consequently,  the  gutta  percha  adhesive  fluid  is  rather  more  economical 
than  the  collodion,  which  rapidly  disappears,  after  removing  the  cork. 
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From  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

•      DISLOCATION  AND  OSSIFICATION  OF  JOINTS. 

Mr.  Richard  Morehen,  of  Standfordsville,  Duchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  we  are 
informed  by  a  correspondent,  has  been  confined  to  his  bed  for  twenty-five 
years.  During  the  first  year  after  his  attack,  his  knees  were  dislocated 
and  ossified,  and  subsequently  other  joints  in  his  lower  limbs  were  drawn 
asunder  and  ossified.  Two  years  after  these  disastrous  afflictions,  his 
pains  became  less  acute,  and  being  naturally  industrious  and  ingenious, 
he  commenced  making  shoes,  whips,  and  such  other  articles  as  he  could, 
while  lying  in  bed.  He  thus  helped  to  maintain  himself,  and  for  eleven 
years  he  continued  to  work,  until  his  arms  were  dislocated  and  became 
ossified.  For  the  last  eleven  years  he  has  been  unable  to  help  himself  in 
the  least.  His  jaws  were  set  some  years  since,  and  his  teeth  have  been 
broken  out,  that  food  might  be  placed  in  his  mouth.  The  only  joints  he 
is  now  able  to  move  are  the  extremes  of  his  index  fingers,  and  one  or 
two  joints  in  his  toes. 


HYDROPHOBIA. 

A  communication  in  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  describes  a  remedy 
for  hydrophobia,  discovered  and  successfully  employed  by  the  late  Dr. 
Benaiah  Sanborn,  of  Sanbornton,  N.  H.  It  is  simply  a  strong  decoction 
of  lobelia,  and  powder  composed  of  one  gr.  opium,  one  gr.  sal  nitre,  one 
gr.  of  camphor,  and  two  grs.  digitalis,  all  finely  powdered. 

"  In  a  case  somewhat  advanced,  the  powder  was  given  three  times,  at 
intervals  of  thirty  minutes.  Afterward,  once  in  four  hours.  When  the 
symptoms  are  mild,  three  or  four  powders,  in  twenty-four  hours,  may  be 
sufficient.     Half  the  quantity  for  the  smallest  child. 

A  strong  decoction  of  lobelia  should  be  given  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
followed  till  it  vomits.  It  should  be  continued,  but  not  so  freely.  The 
wounds  should  be  washed  freely  with  the  decoction."      [Daily  Spy.] 

Remarks. — It  is  really  not  a  little  amusing  to  see  with  what  reluct- 
ance our  Allopathic  friends  admit,  that  some  "  good  thing  can  come  out 
of  Nazareth."  When  they  are  constrained  to  acknowledge,  that  there 
are  articles,  in  the  Botanic  Practice,  specially  efficacious  in  curing  dis- 
ease, they  will  endeavor  to  keep  a  portion  of  the  truth  out  of  sight,  and 
pretend,  that  the  simple  but  powerful  remedy  must  be  combined  with 
some  other  agents,  in  order  to  secure  a  favorable  result.  They  may,  in 
some  instances,  it  is  true,  be  stupid  enough  to  believe  their  own  lan- 
guage ;  but,  in  others,  the  unquestionable  design  is  to  blind  the  minds  of 
non-professional  readers  and  friends. 

We  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  the  above,  from  Dr.  Sanborn,  is  a  gen- 
uine quack  prescription.  By  scientific  men,  the  nature  of  hydrophobia  is 
now  pretty  well  understood,  and  so  is  the  specific  effect  of  the  several  ar- 
ticles, opium,  nitre,  camphor,  and  digitalis.     Some  of  them  can  be  of  no 
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essential  service  in  removing  the  cause  of  hydrophobic  spasms,  and 
others  must  be  more  or  less  injurious  to  the  sufferer.  Why,  then,  fool- 
ishly mix  them  with  sucli  agents  as  are  now  known  to  constitute 
a  sure  remedy  for  the  disease?  Lobelia,  steam,  and  skull-cap  will  cure 
any  case  of  hydrophobia,  if  resorted  to  in  any  kind  of  season.  Why, 
then,  not  be  frank  enough  to  acknowledge  the  fact,  and  adept  the  reme- 
dy in  its  simplicity,  instead  of  all  this  pretence  to  the  necessity  of  inter- 
mingling some  of  the  old  deleterious  drugs  with  the  only  agents  which 
really  do  any  good?     [Ed.  Jour.] 


From  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

THE  LATE  MEDICAL  DEGREE  TO  A  FEMALE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — In  the  first  number  of  the  present  volume  of  the  Journal,  I  have 
observed  a  detailed  account  of  the  ceremonies,  or  which  might  more 
properly  be  called  the  farce,  enacted  at  the  Geneva  Medical  College  by 
conferring  the  degree  of  M.  D.  upon  a  Miss  Black  well.  Although  a 
slowinor  account  of  the  transaction  is  given,  we  are  not  informed  whether 
the  graduate  appeared  in  appropriate  professional  costume,  or  is  to  make 
the  metamorphosis  the  subject  of  another  public  exhibition,  when  the  re- 
fined auditors  may  not  only  "  hold  their  breath,"  but  shut  their  eyes. 
Whatever  may  be  the  character  and  acquirements  of  this  individual,  it  is 
much  to  be  regretted  that  she  has  been  induced  to  depart  from  the  ap- 
propriate sphere  of  her  own  sex,  and  led  to  aspire  to  honors  and  duties 
which  by  the  order  of  nature  and  the  common  consent  of  the  world  de- 
volve alone  upon  men.  And  I  am  sorry,  that  the  Geneva  Medical  College 
should  be  the  first  to  commence  the  nefarious  process  of  amalgamation. 
Hitherto  an  intuitive  sense  of  propriety  has  induced  all  civilized  nations 
to  regard  the  professions  of  law,  medicine,  and  divinity,  as  masculine  du- 
ties, and,  by  the  universal  acceptation  of  both  sexes,  the  sterner  offices 
and  responsibilities  incident  to  these  vocations  have  been  considered 
most  compatible  with  the  physical  and  mental  constitution  of  the  male 
sex.  Woman  was  obviously  designed  to  move  in  another  sphere,  to  dis- 
charge other  duties — not  less  important,  not  less  honorable,  not  less  an- 
gelic, but  more  refined,  more  delicate.  Within  her  own  province  she  is 
all  powerful.  She  is  the  pride  and  glory  of  the  race — the  sacred  reposi- 
tory of  all  that  is  virtuous,  graceful,  and  lovely.  But,  when  she  departs 
from  this,  she  goes  astray  from  her  appropriate  element,  dishonors  her 
sex,  seeks  laurels  in  forbidden  paths,  and  perverts  the  laws  of  her  Maker. 
When  some  sudden  emergency  or  imperious  necessity  requires  it,  she  is 
justified  in  rendering  temporary  aid  to  the  rude  avocations  of  men  ;  but, 
when  no  such  necessity  demands  her  service,  the  character  and  useful- 
ness of  her  own  sex,  and  the  general  good  of  society,  are  best  promoted 
by  a  proper  attention  to  the  duties  of  her  own  province.  The  distaff,  the 
needle,  and   the  pencil  look  better  in   her  hand  than  the  hoe  and  the 
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scythe,  the  trephine  or  the  gorget.  The  course  of"  domina  Blackwell" 
cannot  be  justified  by  any  urgent  necessity.  The  profession  was  quite 
too  full  before,  and  could  well  afford  to  dispense  with  her  services.  I 
know  we  sometimes  hear  of  runaway  maidens  serving  in  disguise  in  the 
army  or  on  shipboard,  but  such  heroines  deserve  very  little  commenda- 
tion, and  the  rudest  commander  has  always  had  a  sufficient  sense  of  pro- 
priety to  discharge  such  "  dominae"  as  soon  as  their  sex  was  known. 

Would  either  of  the  other  learned  professions  have  received  and  gra- 
duated a  female?  Would  any  amount  of  study  or  learning  have  gained 
her  admittance  to  the  bar  or  the  desk?  Certainly  not.  Then  why  dese- 
crate the  profession  of  medicine,  and  publicly  disparage  it?  If  a  clique 
of  pseudo-reformers,  or  some  mushroom  Thomsonianor  Hydropathic  Asso- 
ciation, had  conferred  this  degree,  it  would  have  been  a  matter  of  no  sur- 
prise, because  it  would  be  in  perfect  keeping  with  their  transactions.  As 
this  is  the  first  case  of  the  kind  that  has  been  perpetrated  either  in  Eu- 
rope or  America,  I  hope,  for  the  honor  of  humanity,  that  it  will  be  the 
last.  And  I  trust  that  the  high-minded  members  of  the  profession  will 
so  manifest  their  disapprobation  of  the  transaction,  as  to  teach  other  sim- 
ilar institutions  the  impropriety  of  following  the  example.  D.  K. 


From  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.. 

MISS  ELIZABETH  BLACKWELL,  M.  D. 

The  Syracuse  Reveille  contains  a  o-lowinor  account  of  the  medical 
commencement  of  the  Geneva,  (N.  Y.,)  Medical  College,  at  the,  close  of 
the  recent  lecture  term.  Last  season  much  was  said  of  the  sensation 
produced  by  a  female  student  attending  lectures  in  that  institution,  Miss 
Elizabeth  Blackwell,  who  evinced  a  determination  to  be  regularly  educa- 
ted to  the  profession.  She  has  finally  triumphed,  and  the  Reveille  thus 
describes  the  public  ceremonies,  which  took  place  on  the  23d  of  January, 
when  the  lady  had  conferred  upon  her  the  degree  which  she  had  sought. 
"Next  followed  the  presentation  of  the  diplomas.  All  eyes  were  fixed 
in  expectation.  The  young  men,  in  groups  of  three  and  four  at  a  time, 
were  called  upon  the  platform,  and  received  their  parchment — 17  were 
graduated.  Then  was  called,  *'  domina  Blackwell. " — Miss  B.  ascend- 
ed the  stage.  The  audience  held  their  breath.  The  president  rose,  and 
pronouncing  the  usual  Latin  formula,  delivered  the  diploma  into  her 
hands.  Instead  of  turning  away,  she  stood  a  moment,  as  if  something 
remained  to  be  done,  and  then,  in  a  modest  but  audible  voice,  said — "  / 
thank  your  sir.  It  shall  be  the  effort  of  my  life,  by  God's  help,  to  shed 
honor  on  this  diploma."  The  feelings  of  the  audience  could  be  restrain- 
ed no  longer,  and  a  round  of  applause  testified  their  interest  in  this  novel 
and  exciting  scene.  Professor  C.  A.  Lee  then  proceeded  to  deliver  the 
customary  address  to  the  graduates.     At  the  close  of  it  he  said  : — ■ 

"  An  event  connected  with  the  proceedings  of  this  d^y  deserves  some 
notice  on  this  occasion,  calculated  as  it  is  to  excite  curiosity  and  conv 
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ment,  and  to  be  held  up  as  an  example  for  other  institutions  to  imitate  or 
condemn.  I  mean  the  conferring  of  M.  D.  upon  onre  of  that  sex  which 
is  supposed  to  be  wanting  in  the  physical,  if  not  in  the  moral  qualifications 
neces-ary  for  the  successful  practice  of  the  healing  art.  So  far  as  I  am 
informed,  this  is  the  first  instance,  in  this  country,  or  any  other,  when  a 
female  has  graduated  in  medicine,  after  having  gone  through  the  regular 
prescribed  course  and  terms  of  study  ;  and,  in  the  present  instance,  it  is 
my  duty  to  add,  without  the  omission  or  slighting  of  any  branch  of  study, 
and  that,  too,  in  so  thorough  a  manner,  as  to  leave  nothing  unattempted 
or  unattained,  which  it  is  necessary  for  one  to  know,  who  expects  to 
practice  with  honor  and  success  in  every  department  of  the  profession. 
Such  an  instance  of  self-sacrificing  devotion  to  science  ;  of  perseverance 
under  difficulties  and  obstacles  next  to  insurmountable  ;  of  unremitting 
unrelaxing  toil,  in  pursuit  of  that  knowledge  so  important  to,  and  yet  so 
rarely  possessed  by  her  sex — and  that,  too,  for  the  purpose  of  mitigating 
human  misery,  relieving  the  sick,  and  extending  her  sphere  of  usefulness 
in  the  world — this,  I  say,  deserves,  as  it  will  receive,  the  heartfelt  appro- 
bation of  every  generous  and  humane  mind.  This  event  will  stand  forlh 
in  all  future  time,  as  a  memorable  example  of  what  woman  can  under- 
take, and  accomplish,  too,  when  stimulated  by  the  love  of  science,  and  a 
noble  spirit  of  philanthrophy." 

Miss  B.'s  inaugural  thesis,  on  ship  fever,  is  published  in  the  February 
number  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  Journal.  Its  literary  merits  are  above 
the  average  of  such  productions,  and  it  manifests  persevering  and  praise- 
worthy research. 


An  Asylum  for  the  Sick,  who  have  been  confined  to  their  beds  irom  1  to 

20  years. 

DR.  HAMILTON'S  HYDROPATHIC  AND  ANALYTIC 

ASYLUM, 

No.  217  Exchange  Street,  opposite  the  Orphan  Asylum,  Rochester,  JV.  Y. 

[We  owe  Dr.  Hamilton  an  apology,  that  his  Circular  has  not  appeared,  in  one  of 
the  last  two  previous  numbers  of  the  Journal.  This  apology  is  found  in  the  fact, 
that  his  letter  got  accidentally  mingled  with  several  loose  documents,  and  was  con- 
sequently overlooked  and  forgotten.  We  assure  the  doctor,  that  the  neglect  was 
not  intentional. 

We  hope  he  will,  occasionally  at  least,  report,  for  our  columns,  cases  of  success- 
ful treatment  at  his  asylum.  We  go  for  any  remedy  or  mode  of  cure  that  is  Physo* 
Medical, — that  is,  does  not  poison  and  depress,  but  purines  and  strengthens  the  sys- 
tem.    Ed.  Jour.] 

This  Institution  is  now  firmly  established  and  in  successful  operation. 
The  proprietor  analyzes  every  disease  that  is  admitted  there,  and  applies 
the  natural  and  appropriate  remedy.  Although  water  is  used  in  every- 
way that  it  is  applied  in  any  water-cure  establishment  in  the  United 
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States,  yet  the  proprietor  wishes  it  to  be  expressly  understood  that  it  is 
not  relied  on  as  the  only  or  principal  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  disease 
submitted  to  his  care. 

This  Establishment  is  designed  for  that  class  of  invalids  who  have  fail- 
ed to  obtain  their  health  by  all  other  systems  of  practice,  and  are  still 
unable  to  walk  or  stand  on  their  feet,  and  are  confined  to  their  beds 
wearing  out  a  life  of  misery  and  suffering  without  much  or  any  hope  of 
ever  being  any  better. 

The  remedies  made  use  of  in  this  Institution  not  only  entirely  remove 
disease,  but  give  increased  strength  and  elasticity  to  the  system.  Many 
have  been  brought  here  from  different  parts  of  the  country,  who  had  nei- 
ther walked  nor  borne  their  weight  on  their  feet  from  5  to  15  years ;  and 
some  have  been  unable  to  dress  or  undress,  or  even  feed  themselves,  and 
in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  would  be  walking  with  the  elasticity  of 
youth  and  the  quickness  of  a  pedestrian,  astonished  at  themselves  and 
surprising  their  friends  and  all  who  saw  them  when  they  first  came.  The 
treatment  in  this  Institution  is  particularly  calculated  to  remove  the  dis- 
eases peculiar  to  Females,  such  as 

1st.  The  Falling  of  the  Womb,  in  all  its  stages  and  conditions  in 
patients,  from  twelve  years  of  age  up  to  sixty,  and  even  if  they  have  been 
confined  to  their  beds  from  one  year  to  twenty  unable  to  stand,  walk, 
dress,  or  undress  themselves,  or  even  too  feeble  to  bear  any  noise  or  speak 
aloud. 

2d.  Weakness  and  Falling  of  the  Bowels ;  Pain  in  the  Side,  Shoul- 
ders, Back,  and  Head;  Spinal  Diseases,  Liver  Complaints,  Sinking  Sen- 
sation at  the  Stomach,  Palpitation  of  the  Heart,  Dyspepsia  in  all  its  forms 
and  stages,  Piles,  Costiveness,  Diarrhoea,  Suppression  of  the  Menses,  Ex- 
cessive Menstruation,  Whites,  all  Nervous  Diseases,  Cold  Feet  and 
Hands,  St.  Anthony's  Dance,  Tetters  of  all  kinds,  Salt  Rheum  in  its 
worst  forms,  Neuralgia,  Tic  Doloureux,  Rheumatism,  Consumption  in 
its  first  stages,  General  Weakness  and  Debility. 

The  proprietor  has  given  his  whole  attention  to  the  above  diseases  for 
the  last  ten  years,  and  has  treated  them  in  an  entirely  different  way  from 
any  other  private  practice  or  public  Institution  in  this  country  ;  and  such 
has  been  his  success,  and  so  certain  are  his  remedies  in  their  effects  on 
those  diseases,  that,  instead  of  publishing  a  long  list  of  certified  cures,  he 
wishes  to  give  that  class  of  invalids  seeking  to  obtain  their  health  a  suffi- 
cient  guarantee  against  any  false  pretentions,  exaggeration,  imposition,  or 
deception,  so  that  no  one  need  be  to  any  expense  in  this  Institution  with- 
out being  benefitted. 

The  proprietor  will  enter  into  a  special  contract  with  any  one  who 
wishes  to  do  so,  that  he  will  admit  into  the  Institution,  to  advance  the 
money  and  pay  all  the  expenses  from  any  part  of  the  United  States  here 
and  back  home  again,  before  he  commences  the  treatment,  and  give  a 
bond  to  board  them,  together  with  his  professional  services,  for  nothing, 
if  he  does  not  help  them  according  to  contract.  Anyone  thinking  the 
above  proposition  not  a  sufficient  guarantee  against  misrepresentation 
and  expense  without  receiving  equal  benefit,  can  let  the  proprietor  know 
what  will  be  satisfactory,  and  it  shall  be  duly  considered. 

This  Institution  has  grown  up  from  private  practice  by  the  influence  of 
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those  who  have  been  helped  here,  as  nothing  has  ever  been  published  be- 
fore ;  and  the  proprietor  means  that  it  shall  sustain  itself  by  its  own  mer- 
its, or  pay  the  expense  of  those  who  choose  to  make  a  contract  in  case  of 
a  failure.  The  design  of  this  Circular  is  not  to  make  known  the  unpar- 
alleled cures  that  have  been  made  in  this  Institution,  because  they  must 
be  seen  to  be  believed  ;  but  to  let  it  be  more  extensively  known  to  the 
poor  suffering  invalids  that  have  spent  hundreds  of  dollars  in  trying  all 
other  systems  of  practice,  and  without  much  or  any  benefit,  and  still  re- 
main confined  to  their  beds  from  five  to  twenty  years,  that  there  is  an  In- 
stitution whose  treatment  is  different  from  any  other  one  in  the  United 
States,  and  is  particularly  adapted  to  their  situation,  and  can  have  it  cost 
them  nothing  unless  they  are  materially  benefitted. 

From  the  nature  of  treatment  in  this  Institution,  the  number  of  patients 
must  be  limited.  Therefore  the  proprietor  does  not  solicit  the  patronage  of 
slight  and  ordinary  cases  which  may  be  easily  helped  by  other  systems 
of  practice ;  nor  does  he  want  any  to  come,  unless  they  wish  to  get 
well,  and  are  willing  to  be  made  well  enough  to  walk  from  five  to  twenty 
miles  at  a  time,  and  follow  it  up  day  after  day  in  succession ;  and  also 
willing  to  be  made  able  to  endure  as  much  labor  and  fatigue  as  most 
of  people  that  call  themselves  well,  as  he  means  that  all  that  go 
through  a  thorough  course  of  treatment  in  the  Analytic  Institution  shall 
show  by  their  increased  strength,  elasticity  of  motion,  firmness  of  tex. 
ture,  capability  of  endurance,  and  improved  health,  that  the  treatment  in 
this  Institution  is  founded  on  the  natural  laws  of  organized  matter,  and 
consequently  its  superiority  over  every  other  different  system  of  practice. 

All  communications  addressed  to  Dr.  Thomas  Hamilton,  Rochester, 
post  paid,  will  receive  immediate  attention.  If  requested,  reference  will 
be  made  to  those  who  have  been  helped  in  this  Institution. 

Friends  of  humanity  will  please  circulate  this  among  the  sick  and  afflicted. 
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The  bill  granting  a  charter  to  the  New  England  Botanico-Medical* 
College,  under  the  above  title,  has  already  been  engrossed  in  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  and,  in  a  few  days,  will  unques- 
tionably pass  to  be  enacted.  The  bill,  on  the  whole,  is  ample  in  its  pro- 
visions, and  will  place  the  Institution  essentially  on  a  level  with  the  med- 
ical department  of  the  University  at  Cambridge,  and  the  Berkshire 
Medical  Institution  at  Pittsfiield.  The  remonstrance  of  three  delegates, 
appointed  by  the  counsellors  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  it  is 
true,  has  availed  to  effect  a  slight  modification  of  the  bill  ;  but  this  inter- 
ference, so  manifestly  illiberal,  will,  we  are  confident,  ultimately  turn  to 
our  advantage,  rather  than  to  our  injury.  It  cannot  fail  to  produce,  with 
an  enlightened  public,  a  sympathy  in  our  favor ;  and  we  shall,  at  lengthy 
secure  greater  privileges,  than  we  should  otherwise  have  ventured  to  ask 
[Ed.  Jour.] 
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INTRODUCTORY  LECTURE 

To  the  Fourth  Course  of  Medical  Lectures  in  the  Worcester  Medical  Institution,  de- 
livered March  1st,  1849, 

EY    PROF.    I.    M.    COMINGS. 


PRELIMINARY  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Worcester,  Mar.  8th,  1849. 
Dear  Sir  ; — At  a  meeting  of  the  students  of  the  present  Class  of  the  Worcester 
Medical  Institution,  we,  the  undersigned,  having  been  chosen  a  committee  to  so- 
licit a  copy  of  your  valuable  and  highly  interesting  Introductory  Lecture  for  publi- 
cation in  the  New  England  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  do  hereby  re- 
spectfully request  of  you  a  copy  for  this  purpose. 

S.  C.  LlBBY, 

A.  B.  Bliss, 
Prof.  I.  M.  Comings,  M.  D.  O.  H.  Jewell. 


Worcester,  Mar.  9th,  1849. 
Gentlemen  ; — I  have  received  your  polite  note  of  yesterday,  soliciting  my  In- 
troductory Lecture  for  publication  in  the  Journal ;  and  I  have  the  pleasure  herewith 
to  transmit  a  copy  for  that  purpose.    ^ 

You  will  accept  the  assurance  of  my  continued  esteem  for  you  personally,  and  of 
my  most  strenuous  efforts  for  the  advancement  of  the  Class  in  medical  knowledge. 
Yours  truly  and  sincerely, 

I.  M.  Comings. 
Messrs.  S.  C.  Libby, 
A.  B.  Bliss, 
O.  H.  Jewell. 
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Gentlemen  : — The  circumstances  under   which   we   are   now  assem- 
bled, and  the  peculiar  encouragements  that  present  themselves  to  us,  at 
*the  commencement  of  the  fourth  Session  of  the  Lectures  in  this  Institu- 
tion, are  truly  gratifying. 

We  have  steadily  pursued  our  onward  course,  from  year  to  year,  in- 
creasing our  facilities  and  means  of  instruction,  till  we  deserve,  even  now, 
a  rank  among  the  privileged  Colleges  of  the  land ;  and  we  cannot  think 
the  enlightened  and  liberally  minded  legislators  of  our  State  will  longer 
delay  to  give  us  the  legal  existence*  which  we  ask,  in  order  to  give  sta- 
bility, permanence,  and  liberal  endowment  to  our  Institution. 

But  it  is  not  our  object,  in  this  Introductory,  to  speak  of  the  injustice 
with  which  we  have  hitherto  been  treated ;  for  we  hope  to  have  no  occa- 
sion to  mention  this  in  future.  Be  it  ours  to  discuss  subjects  that  more 
particularly  concern  us,  as  medical  men. 

If  we  take  a  glance  at  the  Institutes  of  Medicine,  or  the  Theory  by 
which  the  great  majority  of  physicians  are  governed  in  their  practice, — 
if  we  examine  the  conflicting  notions  that  have  prevailed  in  the  world, — 
in  fine,  if  we  pursue  the  Allopathic  works  on  this  branch,  we  shall  find 
all  is  uncertainty — confusion  confused,  a  conglomeration  of  hypotheses, 
and  systems,  and  theories ;  and  you  will  at  once  perceive  the  almost  insur- 
mountable difficulties  that  beset  our  path. 

If,  after  an  examination  of  the  voluminous  tomes  of  ancient  and  mod- 
ern medical  love,  we  find  the  most  erudite  and  skilful  to  inform  us,  that 
there  is  no  established  theory  of  medical  practice, — that  there  is  no  true 
system  of  medical  science  ;  we  close  the  authors  with  confused  minds, — 
with  distracted  brains,  and  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  empiricism  alone, 
is  the  only  practice  that  will  afford  us  any  reasonable  chance  of  success ; 
and  such  is  the  practice  of  the  great  portion  of  the  medical  world. 

This  is  the  inevitable  conclusion  of  all  those  who  attempt  to  become 
students  of  medicine,  by  a  perusal  of  Allopathic  works  alone. 

But,  gentlemen,  we  have  the  high  satisfaction  of  bringing  to  you  rnc- 
tice  a  system  of  Theory  and  Practice,  which  harmonizes  in  all  its  parts, 
and  which  will  bear  the  test  of  scrutiny  and  application  to  those  funda- 
mental truths  and  philosophical  deductions  made  known  to  us  by  modern 
science ;  a  system,  without  inconsistences,  and  one,  too,  that  fact  and 
experience  do  not  falsify,  but  most  beautifully  corroborate  and  establish. 

You  will,  at  once,  perceive,  that  a  Lecturer  on  the  Reformed  Practice, 
has  much  to  do,  to  pick  and  cull  from  this  confused  mass  of  contradic- 
tions, here  a  little  truth,  and  there  a  fact,  that  will  bear  the  test,  and  con- 
form to  those  immutable  principles  which  are  established  by  the  laws  of 
nature.  Our  duties,  then,  are  arduous.  If  we  had  only  to  follow  our 
leaders  or  authors,  our  task  would  indeed  be  an  easy  one ;  but  we  have 
to  trace  out  a  new  track, — turn  away  from  the  beaten  road,  the  old  es- 
tablished highways,  and  seek  a  theory  and  system,  rational  and  consis- 
tent, and  that  can  be  verified  by  facts,  observation,  and  experience.  We 
have  to  renounce  our  belief  in  the  dogmas  of  the  wise  ones  of  the  world, 
and  thereby  bring  the  stigma  of  reformers  and  innovators  upon  us.  We 
must  suffer  this,  or  no  real  advancement  can  be  made  in  medical,  science. 


Since  the  delivery  of  this,  our  charter  has  been  secured. 
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All  improvements  in  the  arts  and  sciences  have  been,  and  probably  al- 
ways will  be,  made  in  this  way. 

We  all  know  that  close  adherence  to  any  system  or  set  of  rules  is  a 
proof,  not  of  a  high,  but  of  a  low  state  of  the  art.  We  read  in  Diodorus, 
that,  in  the  most  ancient  times,  the  wise  sayings]  which  Hermes  had  in- 
scribed on  tablets,  were  copied,  when  the  papyrus  was  discovered,  into  a 
book,  which  went  by  the  name  of  "  Embre  Scientia  causalitatis"  In 
this  book,  the  rules  of  the  art  of  medicine  were  especially  laid  down, 
which  the  physicians  were  obliged  to  follow  literally.  If  they  followed 
these  rules,  and  the  patient  died,  they  were  free  from  all  imputation.  But, 
if  they  transgressed  these  rules,  whatever  the  consequences  were,  the 
physicians  were  punished  with  death. 

How  much  advance  of  these  notions  have  the  Faculty  of  the  present 
day  made?  Hundreds  and  thousands  of  patients  die  annually,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  bleeding  and  depleting  practice  of  the  Old  School  ;  and 
yet  the  community  seem  to  sleep  over  this  mortality,  as  a  direct  conse- 
quence of  disease,  and  the  physician  calms  his  conscience,  and  quiets 
his  better  reason,  by  the  reflection,  that  he  has  done  what  the  best  au- 
thority has  dictated,  and  that  it  does  not  become  him  to  call  in  question 
the  wisdom  of  the  best  authors,  or  make  innovations  upon  old  and  repu- 
table customs  and  practices.  While  such  notions  prevail,  how  can  we 
expect  any  advancement  to  be  made  in  the  science  of  medicine ! 

We  have  often  had  occasion  to  deprecate  that  slavish  obedience  to  au- 
thority which  has  been  and  is  now  so  prevalent.  The  despotism  of  Galen 
ruled  through  no  less  a  period  than  fifteen  hundred  years.  During  all 
this  time,  it  was  enough  to  say  Ipse  dixit,  and  Galen's  opinions,  as  er- 
roneous as  they  were,  obtained  the  full  credence  of  the  profession;  and, 
when  his  views  began  to  be  discredited,  and  his  dominion  over  the  minds 
of  men  was  overthrown,  it  was  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  supplant  it 
by  others  of  the  same  character. 

Philosophy  and  physics  have  been  freed  from  the  jargon  of  the  dark 
ages,  and  the  chains  of  authority  have  been  partially  broken;  yet  they 
continue,  to  some  extent,  to  exert  their  binding  influence.  Prof.  Jackson 
has  well  remarked  that  "authority  has  done  little  more  in  science,  than 
to  accumulate  around  its  threshold,  the  rubbish  of  error,  concealing  its 
entrance  and  debarring  its  access."  The  reform  in  which  we  are  hap- 
pily engaged,  seeks  not  the  patronage  of  the  titled  great  or  the  wise 
ones  of  ancient  times,  as  its  only  merits  for  popular  favor  ;  but  we  seek 
the  truth, — appeal  to  reason,  and  refer  everything  to  investigation  and 
the  test  of  experience.  Truth  cannot  much  longer  be  obscured,  and  the 
reign  of  error  must  now  be  of  short  duration.  The  march  of  improve- 
ment is  onward ;  and  we  find,  that  truth  in  medicine  is  investigated  in 
the  same  manner,  as  in  chemistry,  physics,  and  mathematics,  by  experi- 
mental, analytic,  and  inductive  methods.  In  this  way,  general  conclu- 
sions can  be  ascertained  ;  and,  when  these  meet  with  the  confirmation  of 
repeated  experience  and  diversified  observation,  we  can  adopt  them  as 
principles  capable  of  a  safe  and  sound  application.  This  is  knowledge, 
not  conjecture,  not  empiricism.  It  is  truth,  as  far  as  we  can  arrive  at 
truth. 

Medicine  is  not  a  preceptive  art,  to  be  acquired  simply  by  committing 
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rules  and  specific  formulas  to  memory,  and  applying  them  subsequently 
in  practice  under  the  direction  of  the  senses.  Far  from  that.  It  is  a 
science,  that  can  be  demonstrated  ;  and  all  the  treatment,  from  the  most 
simple  prescriptions  to  the  most  complicated,  should  proceed  from  estab- 
lished principles,  and  be  based  on  sound  reason  and  positive  deductions. 
That  the  Old  School  practice  is  not  of  this  character,  may  be  proved, by 
the  manner  in  which  it  is  cultivated ;  for  theories  are  still  built  up  and 
facts  and  practice  are  warped  to  substantiate  them.  The  celebrated  Dr. 
Todd  observes,  that  "medicine  has  never  continued  long  as  an  art  of  un- 
biassed  observation,  and  has  never  yet  known  the  fertilizing  influence  of 
the  inductive  logic." 

There  is  no  necessity  that  so  much  uncertainty  should  attend  the 
practice  of  physic.  This  does  not  prevail,  to  much  extent,  in  the  other 
departments  of  science,  and  ought  not  in  this.  Medical  science  should 
be  prosecuted  in  the  spirit,  and  its  investigations  should  be  conducted 
under  the  precepts  of  a  positive  philosophy.  It  is  true,  that  the  human 
organism  is  not  a  mechanism  of  uniform  structure  and' arrangement,  and 
acting  in  one  uniform  mode  in  every  individual.  Nor  can  we  expect  the 
physician  to  act  merely  as  the  engineer,  passively  superintending  the 
movements  of  a  mechanical  machine:  for  we  know  the  human  machine 
is  subject  to  an  endless  variety  in  the  combination  of  its  remote  and  its 
proximate  organic  elements,  in  the  energy  of  its  forces,  the  manifestations 
of  its  phenomena  and  its  masses  of  existence.  Yet,  if  we  will  only  per- 
mit ourselves  to  be  governed  by  established  principles,  there  needs  not  be 
so  much  uncertainty  or  mortality  attendant  on  the  practice  of  physic. 

We  are  fully  aware,  that  the  animal  economy  requires,  in  order  to  its 
perfect  comprehension,  the  most  profound  investigation,  combined  with 
deep  and  careful  reflection ;  since  every  case  presents  itself  to  us  as  a 
distinct  problem,  and  we  must  study  it  separately.  Its  specific  nature 
and  relations  are  to  be  studiously  examined  by  the  application  of  immu- 
table principles.  The  elements  of  this  calculation,  by  which  we  form 
our  diagnosis,  are  the  propositions  evolved  by  the  analysis  of  the  phe- 
nomena of  the  organism  which  we  are  enabled  to  make  by  a  full  and 
comprehensive  knowledge  of  its  structure,  forces,  and  functions,  in  their 
physiological  and  pathological  modes  of  being,  investigated  and  estab- 
lished by  clinical  and  autopsical  observation,  and  minute  anatomical  re- 
search. This  knowledge  we  have  met  here  to  obtain;  for  we  are  well 
assured,  that,  without  it,  we  must  grope  more  or  less  in  darkness,  and 
the  practitioner,  as  said  Dugald  Stewart,  "cannot  be  guided  in  his  prac- 
tice, with  propriety,  bj  any  one  rational  principle  of  decision,  but  only 
by  blind  and  random  conjecture."  We  contend,  however-,  that  the  well 
educated  Botanic  doctor,  when  he,  adheres  closely  to  our  principles,  may 
practice  with  a  degree  of  certainty,  safety,  and  success,  which  is  unknown 
in  the  common  practice  of  the  day.  We  are  not  swayed  by  false  theo- 
ries, nor  mystified  by  a  close  adherence  to  the  customs  and  opinions  of 
the  ancients.  We  are  now  placed  where  Gallileo,  Harvey,  Luther,  and 
others,  have  been,  in  relation  to  the  reforms  which  they  advocated ;  and, 
if  we  are  true  to  our  principles,  we  shall  be  equally  successful,  and  our 
cause  will  be  triumphant.  At  the  present  day,  it  is  very  evident,  that 
science  never  can  advance,  when  implicit  credence  is  given  to  ancient 
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doctrines,  and  obedience  to  fixed  rules,  and  when  every  transgression  of 
them  is  looked  upon  as  a  crime. 

■"  By  the  honest  student  of  nature,"  says  Springle,  "methods  of  treat- 
ment which  have  received  the  sanction  of  authority,  will  be  trusted  but 
little,  unless  they  have  also  the  sanction  of  success ;  and  even  those 
recommended  by  the  more  respectable  authority  of  usage  and  long  exper- 
ience, will  be  tried  by  the  same  rule,  and  willingly  resigned,  whenever 
more  successful,  though  newer  and  unauthorized  methods  are  discovered." 

Very  seldom  is  any  improvement  authorized  for  a  considerable  time 
after  its  introduction.  We  have  observed,  that  no  standard  system  of 
medicine  is  taught  by  the  Allopathic  schools,  and  we  look  in  vain  for  any 
fundamental  principles.  Hence  you  find,  that,  in  our  medical  metropolis, 
each  of  the  five  Colleges  teaches  its  peculiar  views  and  notions ;  some, 
diametrically  opposed  to  others.  Listen  to  their  sage  views  on  fever, 
inflammation,  the  causes  of  disease,  and  other  important  and  fundamen- 
tal doctrines,  that  ought  to  be  fully  established  ;  and  you  will,  at  once, 
come  to  the  conclusion,  at  which  we  have  arrived,  that  these  distinguished 
men,  learned  indeed  as  they  are,  are  but  blind  leaders  of  the  blind. 

But  why,  we  ask,  is  there  this  variety  of  opinions;  and  how  is  it,  that 
they  obtain  to  such  an  extent?  History  answers  the  question.  The 
schools  of  Egypt  and  Arabia,  the  eminent  men  of  Greece  and  Rome,  the 
^reat  anatomical  teachers  and  philosophers  of  the  middle  ages,  knew  not 
the  circulation  of  the  blood.  We  can  readily  perceive  their  limited 
knowledge,  by  the  fact  that  they  named  certain  bloodvessels,  arteries  or 
air-vessels,  as  they  were  supposed  for  ages  to  contain  air.  Hence  also 
originated  the  practice  of  bleeding  and  innumerable  other  fallacies  which 
have  been  founded  on  such  premises.  You  all  know,  that  it  was  not  till 
the  17th  century,  that  the  illustrious  Harvey  demonstrated  the  true  nature 
of  the  arteries  and  the  manner  in  which  the  blood  circulates  through  the 
body. 

While  it  is  true,  that  much  error  was  prevalent  in  the  medical 
world,  before  the  time  of  Harvey  ;  yet  it  is  interesting  to  know,  that  we 
have  two  ancient  Botanic  fathers  who  advocated  our  notions  at  a  very 
early  period.  Pliny  mentions  a  physician  who  lived  immediately  after 
the  time  of  Hippocrates,  by  the  name  of  Chrysippus.  He  appears  to 
have  been  regarded,  like  the  Botanies  of  the  present  day,  as  a  kind  of 
irregular  practitioner.  He  was  remarkable  for  the  innovations  which  he 
introduced  into  practice.  We  are  told,  that  "  he  did  not  allow,  in  any 
case,  of  bleeding,  and  that  he  rejected  many  of  the  most  powerful  and  ef- 
fective agents  (poisons),  in  the  treatment  of  disease."  We  are,  also,  far- 
ther informed  that"  Erasistratus  was  the  pupil  of  Chrysippus,  and  that  he 
imbibed  from  him  his  prejudices  against  bleeding,  and  against  the  use  of 
poisons,  trusting  more  to  to  the  operation  of  diet,  or  the  natural  efforts  of 
the  system." 

All  such,  therefore,  as  place  so  much  stress  upon  the  antiquity  of  the 
practice  of  medicine,  and  upon  the  sayings  of  the  medical  fathers,  we  re- 
fer to  the  above  remarks ;  since  it  is  well  known,  that  Erasistratus  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  medical  fathers,  for  it  is  recorded  of  him, 

O  7  ^7 

that  he,  and  Herophilus  were  the  first,  who  are  known  to  have  dissected 
human  bodies. 
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The  more  you  can  explain  and  facilitate  the  attainment  of  any  science, 
the  more  you  will  find  that  science  to  approach  perfection.  Hence  you 
will  see,  that  all  Botanic  physicians  are  desirous  that  the  community 
should  become  acquainted,  not  only  with  their  principles,  but  with  their 
practice.  They  challenge  debate  and  investigation,  and  wish  the  whole 
world  to  be  enlightened  on  the  principles  of  physiology,  and  the  laws 
that  govern  our  being.  But  how  different  is  the  case  with  the  Old 
School  practitioner  !  He  not  only  wishes  to  keep  the  people  in  ignorance 
of  his  theories  (,the  fallacy  of  which  he  fears  may  be  discovered),  but  uses 
the  greatest  precaution  to  keep  his  prescriptions  from  his  patient ;  for  he 
is  accustomed  to  write  them  in  an  unknown  language, — at  least,  if  he  is 
able,  so  that  he  can  cause  him  to  take  a  dose  which  his  reason  would 
teach  him  to  reject,  if  he  knew  what  it  was. 

Empiricism  seems  to  be  the  order  of  the  day.  Facts,  "those  stubborn 
things,"  seem  to  be  out  of  the  question  :  though  it  is  true,  fhat  the  most 
perfect  system  has  ever  been  admitted  to  be,  that  which  can  reconcile  and 
bring  together  the  greatest  number  of  facts,  coming  within  its  sphere. 
The  glory  of  Newton's  discovery  can  rest  on  no  higher  order  of  proof. 
Dr.  Chalmers  says,  "Authority  scowled  upon  Sir  Isaac  Newton's  discov- 
eries, and  taste  was  disgusted  by  them,  and  all  the  beauteous  speculations 
of  former  days  were  cruelly  broken  up,  by  this  new  announcement  of  the 
better  philosophy,  and  scattered  like  the  fragments  of  an  aerial  vision,  over 
which  the  past  generations  of  the  world  had  been  slumbering  in  their 
profound  and  their  pleasing  reverie." 

The  false  philosophy  of  Aristotle  enslaved  the  minds  of  civilized  Eu- 
rope for  ten  centuries,  so  that  time  itself  is  hardly  a  test  of  true  doc- 
trine, nor  are  ages  of  ignorance,  any  standard  by  which  to  judge  of  the 
truth  of  a  system.  To  nature,  eternal  nature,  must  truth  ever  make  her 
first  and  last  appeal. 

In  the  Botanic,  or  Physo-medical  practice,  we  have  a  few  fundamental 
principles.  Those,  however,  who  study  the  noble  art  of  medicine,  should 
not  desire  to  quench  their  thirst  from  one  well, — but  from  a  thousand 
springs.  We  must  be  Eclectics,  and  drain  from  every  source.  We  must 
consult  the  labors  of  men  of  genius  of  every  age.  They  will  differ  from 
each  other,  but  something  can  be  gained  from  all.  You  will  find,  in  the 
various  works  on  Homoeopathy,  Hydropathy,  Magnopathy,  and  the  Chro- 
no-Thermal  System,  very  many  valuable  hints  and  practical  observations. 
We  have  found  powerful  and  strong  arguments  to  support  our  Botanic 
Theory  and  Practice  in  works  on  these  different  subjects.  Hence,  we 
can  but  advise  you  to  read  them  with  care  and  attention,  as  soon  as  your 
text-books  have  been  well  mastered,  and  you  shall  have  leisure  from  the 
more  active  duties  of  your  profession. 

Perhaps,  of  all  arts,  that  of  healing  is  the  most  complicated,  and  re- 
quires the  greatest  number  of  considerations,  to  be  taken  into  the  ac- 
count ;  and,  in  none,  does  more  depend  on  the  genius  and  observation  of 
the  individual  practitioner. 

The  practice  of  to-day  is  not  that  of  yesterday.  The  wheel  goes  con- 
stantly on,  and  change  takes  place,  because  it  is,  or  is  supposed  to  be,  im- 
provement. This  is  true,  to  some  extent,  in  our  own  practice,  but  em- 
phatically so,  in  the  old  practice. 
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We  would  not  have  you  conclude,  that  the  peculiar  theories  which  we 
teach,  and  which  you  now  so  conscientiously  believe,  are  perfect,  or  that 
we  may  not  have  mixed,  with  our  favorite  notions,  many  things  that  will 
not  bear  the  test  of  ages.  Much  remains  to  be  learned.  Important  dis- 
coveries are  to  be  made;  and  it  is  for  you,  gentlemen,  to  lend  a  helping 
hand  in  carrying  forward  the  car  of  medical  reform.     It  is  for  us  to 

"  Seize  upon  truth,  wherever  found." 

We  must  cull  these  precious  gems  from  every  source  where  they  can 
be  obtained  ;  whether  it  be  from  the  antiquated  maxims  of  olden  times, 
or  from  the  ephemeral  pamphlets  of  the  present  day  : — whether  it  be  from 
the  wisdom  and  reasoning  of  the  sage,  or  the  simple  experience  of  the 
ignorant.  Every  facility  that  will  afford  us  the  least  particle  of  medical 
truth, — every  fact  that  will  increase  our  knowledge,  every  philosophical 
argument  that  will  substantiate  our  theory,  should  be  eagerly  seized  by 
us.  Every  man,  woman,  and  child,  should  be  laid  under  contribution  to 
advance  our  stock  of  useful  knowledge,  and  thus  prepare  us  for  the  re- 
sponsible duties  of  skilful  physicians.  Our  system  has  been  published  to 
the  world  about  fifty  years,  and  it  has  been  practiced  with  almost  unpar- 
alleled success.  It  is  entitled,  then,  to  a  cool  and  impartial  examination  ; 
since  nothing  can  be  more  unjust,  than  to  disparage  that  which  has  not 
been  scrupulously  investigated. 

We  invite  medical  men  of  the  Allopathic  School  to  scrutinize  our 
system  rigidly,  and  put  it  fairly  to  the  test.  '  This  is  all  we  ask  of  any  of 
our  opponents.  We  contend,  that  our  system  demands  the  strictest  in- 
quiry into  its  merits,  as  some  compensation  for  the  unsparing  abuse, 
which  has  so  long  and  so  illiberally  been  heaped  upon  it.  A  sound  and 
impartial  judgment  will  remove  the  barriers  interposed  by  ignorance  and 
prejudice. 

That  our  practice  will  eventually  take  the  place  of  the  Allopathic 
practice,  is  to  us  no  longer  a  matter  of  doubt;  nor  is  it  to  those  who 
have  experinced  its  benefits.  Nor  is  it  often  the  case,  that  those  who  have 
had  the  opportunity  of  judging  of  the  relative  merits  of  the  two  systems, 
will  subject  themselves  or  their  friends  to  the  painful  and  dangerous  means 
employed  by  the  Old  School;  since  they  have  found,  by  happy  experi- 
ence, that  precisely  the  same  benefit,  yea  much  greater,  may  be  obtained 
by  harmless  remedies,  more  speedily,  and  without,  even  in  the  slightest 
degree,  injuring  the  constitution. 

These  facts  are  becoming  known  quite  extensively  to  the  community, 
but  they  are  seldom  evident  to  the  Faculty]  for  those  who  are  in  consid- 
erable practice,  are  disinclined,  for  numerous  reasons,  to  enter  upon  the 
discussion  of  the  Botanic  System.  They  have  preconceived  opinions, 
long  established  habits  and  associations,  professional  engagements,  per- 
sonal reputation,  and  public  confidence.  These  and  other  like  influences, 
which  might  be  enumerated,  will  account  for  their  neglect  of  our  Prac- 
tice ;  although  some  of  the  most  eminent  among  the  profession  have 
conceded  its  claims  to  a  sober  and  searching  investigation.  With  the 
young,  particularly,  the  subject  is  open  to  inquiry  ;  and  it  is  their  duty 
to  weigh  well  the  evidence  to  be  adduced  in  its  support^  before  they  re- 
ject, or  calumniate  a  system  believed  by  many  of  the  most  eminent  and 
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learned  physicians  to  be  founded  in  truth,  and  to  be  superior  to  any  oth- 
er theory  extant. 

The  sincere  inquirer  into  truth  will  be  swayed  by  no  prejudice.  He 
will  stand  on  his  guard  against  the  unsupported  dictates  of  authority,  and 
the  imposing  front  of  original  discovery.  He  will  listen  and  judge  with 
the  constant  apprehension  of  the  frailty  of  mankind,  assured  that  the 
wisest  may  err,  and  that  the  weakest  may  yield  instruction.  In  this  way, 
I  trust,  we  have  embraced  the  truths  which  we  hold  so  dear,  and  which 
we  have  assembled  here  to  investigate  and  study. 

It  was  said,  many  years  ago,  by  a  celebrated  professor  of  Anatomy, 
that  we  could  not  tell  by  reasoning  a  priori  that  the  body  was  mortal, — 
so  intimately  woven  with  its  texture  are  the  principles  of  life.  Lord  Ba- 
con, too,  has  said,  that  the  only  cause  of  death,  which  is  natural  to  man, 
is  that  from  old  age  ;  and  he  complains  of  the  imperfection  of  the  science 
of  medicine,  for  not  being  able  to  guard  the  principle  of  life,  until  the 
whole  of  the  oil  that  feeds  it,  is  consumed. 

The  sagacious  and  far  sighted  Bacon,  whose  reasoning  powers  are5 
even  at  this  period  of  the  world,  regarded  with  veneration,  could  come  to 
no  other  conclusion,  than  that  the  physician  ought  to  be  the  helper  of 
Nature  in  the  curative  process.  We  claim  this  principle  as  one  of  our  fun- 
damentals, that  nothing  should  ever  be  done  for  the  sick,  which  will  debili- 
tate or  weaken — nothing  which  will  deplete  or  have  a  tendency  to  counter- 
act the  living  principle.  If  the  human  system  is  a  self-repairing  machine, 
is  it  not  evident,  that  the  efforts  of  the  physician  should  be  to  assist  this 
vis  vitce?  But  the  great  majority  of  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  heal- 
ing art,  seem  to  interrupt  or  prevent  nature  from  doing  her  sanitary  work. 
Let  me  urge  upon  you,  then,  young  gentlemen,  to  adhere  closely  and  con- 
stantly to  this  maxim  of  Napoleon,  which  we  have  just  quoted,  "  Never 
counteract  the  vital  principle.''  Never  mind  the  plausible  theories  that 
may  be  advanced  in  favor  of  depletion;  but  let  facts,  and  reason,  and 
common  sense  have  the  dominant  sway  over  your  minds,  and  you  will 
never  dabble  in  these  dangerous  and  deceptive  practices,  which  have  been 
the  cause  of  so  much  misery  and  death  in  our  world. 

We  do  not  claim  for  the  Botanic,  or  Physo-medical  Practice,  that  it 
will  banish  disease  from  the  earth ;  but  we  do  profess,  that,  by  this,  we 
can  effect  a  cure,  with  greater  safety  to  the  patient,  and  much  more 
speedily,  than  by  any  system  ever  before  introduced  ;  and  more  especially, 
that  we  can  relieve  patients  from  the  host  of  medicinal  forms  of  disease, 
which  at  present  add  greatly  to  the  miseries  of  the  human  race.  We 
claim  the  following  motto  as  particularly  applicable  to  our  practice,  "Si 
nonjuvat,  cave  ne  noceatP  If  we  do  no  good,  we  take  care  to  do  no  injury. 

Another  principle  which  we  shall  endeavor  to  elucidate  in  our  Course 
is  this, — that,  as  the  Creator  has  accurately  adjusted  all  the  parts,  fluid  as 
well  as  solid,  of  which  the  body  is  composed,  and  has  assigned  to  each 
its  peculiar  function,  any  excess  or  deficiency  in  the  constituent  parts, 
will  undoubtedly  derange,  injure,  or  destroy  the  harmony  and  regularity 
of  the  whole :  consequently,  the  blood  and  other  fluids,  intended  for  the 
support  and  use  of  the  system,  ought  not  to  be  wantonly  wasted  at  the 
caprice  or  temerity  of  the  doubtful,  or  the  bold.  Some  of  the  greatest 
physicians  have  sincerely  regretted  the  depleting  measures  of  their  earli- 
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er  practice,  and  have  found,  that  milder  means,  to  aid  the  efforts  of  na- 
ture for  the  relief  of  the  patient,  have  produced  results,  not  only  less  dis- 
tressing to  the  sick,  but  more  gratifying  to  themselves. 

We  oppose  the  administration  of  poisons  under  any  circumstances,  as 
we  believe  it  inconsistent  to  attempt  the  cure  of  the  sick,  with  the  same 
means,  which  would  inevitably  make  the  well  sick.  We  also  discoun- 
tenance the  practice  of  blistering,  active  purging,  and  every  practice 
that  has  the  least  tendency  to  deplete  or  weaken  the  already  debilitated 
powers  of  nature. 

But  it  is  not  necessary  for  us,  in  this  Introductory,  to  define  our  prin» 
ciples.  We  have  only  given  you  some  of  our  doctrines  which  it  will  be 
our  province  to  inculcate  and  defend,  during  the  Course  which  we  now 
commence.  We  shall  make  no  attempts  at  a  display  of  eloquence,  or 
try  to  please  your  fancy  with  high-wrought  figures,  or  your  ears  with  mu- 
sical words.  We  shall  seek  to  address  your  reason,  and  endeavor,  in  a 
didactic  style,  to  inculcate  our  views  by  arguments  and  philosophical  de- 
ductions. 

It  is  true,  that,  in  our  infant  Institution,  we  cannot  afford  to  you  so 
great  facilities  in  the  form  of  Anatomical  Museums,  Laboratories,  Libra- 
ries, and  costly  Apparatus;  yet  all  tft^t  is  practically  useful  we  can  illus- 
trate with  the  Apparatus  which  we  now  have,  and  which  is  rapidly  in- 
creasing. But  the  disadvantages  arising  from  a  want  of  extensive  collec- 
tions  are  more  than  compensated  by  the  philosophical  truths  which  we 
inculcate,  and  the  valuable  improvements  which  have  been  made  known 
by  the  Botanic  Practice.  We  have  full  confidence,  therefore,  in  saying, 
that  you  will  be  better  prepared  for  the  practical  duties  of  your  profess- 
ion, and  will  be  far  more  successful  in  the  treatment  and  cure  of  disease, 
after  a  close  attendance  upon  the  Course  of  instruction  here  given,  than 
you  would  be  in  other  Institutions,  that  are  far  better  endowed,  but  where 
the  common  notions  of  disease  are  taught,  and  the  old  remedies  recom- 
mended. 

We  congratulate  you  on  the  choice  you  have  made  and  the  opening 
prospect  before  you  ;  for  triumphant  success  is  sure  to  crown  your  efforts, 
if  you  but  use  the  common  diligence  required  in  all  professions,  and 
adhere  closely  to  those  principles  which  will  here  be  inculcated. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  remark,  that  it  is  a  close  adherence  to  the 
principles  which  we  advocate,  a  strict  adoption  of  the  Physo-medical 
Practice,  an  uncompromising  warfare  against  all  poisons  as  medicines, 
and  complete  opposition  to  every  depletive  agent,  that  will  ensure  our 
success,  or  enable  us  to  maintain  our  ground  and  advance  the  cause  of 
truth.  It  is  not  to  be  disguised,  that  strong  efforts  are  being  made  to  ef- 
fect an  amalgamation, — to  unite  what  nature's  law  has  made  separate, — 
to  join  hands  with  the  enemy,  and  to  promote  a  fellowship  which  will 
prove  disastrous  indeed. 

There  are  those  who  have  hoisted  the  Botanic  flag,  and  who  sail  un- 
der our  colors,  but  who  are  far  from  advocating  our  sentiments,  or  obey- 
ing our  precepts  in  their  practice.  They  are  veritable  pirates  in  our 
profession;  and  we  must  not  only  discountenance  but  denounce  them  ; 
and  we  must,  above  all  things,  beware  of  the  least  approach  to  a  mixed 
'practice.     We  must  remain  a  distinct,  a  peculiar  people.     It  will  not  do 
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for  us  to  dabble  in  a  false  practice, — to  ape  the  Old  School  doctor  for  the 
sake  of  gaining  popular  favor.  Such  a  course  will  not  succeed.  As 
plausible  and  promising  as  such  a  course  may  appear  at  first,  you  may 
be  assured  it  will  not  prosper.  The  community  will  have  one  thing  or 
the  other.  These  fence  men  in  medicine,  will,  in  the  end,  be  equally  as 
unpopular  as  those  in  politics. 

If  our  principles  are  correct,  then  those  of  the  Old  School  are  false. 
That  ours  are  true,  we  have  mathematical  certainty  to  demonstrate  ;  and, 
ii  this  was  not  so,  we  are  assured,  by  such  an  array  of  facts,  as  to  put  all 
our  doubts  to  flight.  Hence,  we  cannot  believe  in  Botanic  principles 
and  conscientiously  practice  the  inconsistences  of  the  Allopathic  theo- 
ries. We  must,  of  necessity,  be  hypocrites,  if  we  attempt  it.  We  ad- 
vise you,  then,  to  be  one  thing  or  the  other  ;  but  do  not  try  to  be  both. 

If  you  wish  success  in  your  practice — if  you  desire  popularity  in  your 
profession — if  you  seek  the  welfare  of  your  fellow  men,  and  the  advance- 
ment of  the  great  and  glorious  cause  in  which  you  are  engaged— if  you 
regard  a  clear  conscience,  and  do  not  want  the  fearful  forebodings  of 
those  who  use  the  heroic  remedies;  then  practice  according  to  your  pre- 
cepts, and  never,  in  any  instance,  prove  recreant  to  your  principles,  or 
forsake  the  truth  for  error. 
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After  a  long  and  arduous  struggle  with  Allopathic  prejudice,  we  are 
happy  in  announcing  to  our  friends,  that  the  victory  has  at  length  been 
won,  and  a  medical  College  of  the  Botanic  faith  is,  in  very  deed,  now 
chartered  and  established,  in  the  heart  of  Massachusetts.  The  bill 
finally  passed  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  and  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Governor,  March.  10th,  1849. 

It  is  true,  that  the  bill,  on  its  passage,  underwent  a  slight  modification, 
in  conseouence  of  the  interference  and  influence  of  a  Delegation  from 
the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society.  It  had  been  proposed,  that  direct 
provision  should  be  made  for  our  conferring  the  degree  of  Doctor  in 
Medicine,  "  under  the  same  rules  and  restrictions,  as  are  adopted  and 
recognized  in  conferring  degrees  of  the*  same  nature,  by  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  University  at  Cambridge,  and  the  Berkshire  Medical 
Institution  at  Pittsfield  ;"  and  this  would  unquestionably  have  passed, 
had  it  not  unfortunately,  (or,  perhaps,  fortunately,  for  us,  in  the  end,) 
happened,  that  the  Councillors  of  the  above-named  Society  found  out  the 
heresy  into  which  the  honorable  Legislature  were  likely  to  fall  ,and  deputed 
a  committee  of  three  to  appear  and  remonstrate  against  such  unjustifia- 
ble and  wanton  license  of  Botanic  quackery. 

After  a  regular  pitched  battle,  on  our  part,  with  this  sage  and  august 
delegation,  a  battle  which  lasted  two  hours,  in  the  presence  of  a  special  com- 
mittee ofthe  Senate  ,we  so  far  yielded  the  contest  as  to  consent  to  certain 
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terms  of  amity  which  were  then  and  there  proposed.  As  the  bill  now 
stands,  the  power  to  confer  degrees,  is  acknowledged  ;  but  it  is  implied 
only — not  expressed.  The  Institution  is  at  liberty  to  hold  property  to 
the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  have  a  common  seal,  and 
adopt  any  regulations  for  the  promotion  of  the  objects  it  has  in  view, 
provided  they  are  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. — 
Now,  there  exists  no  statute  law  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  creating  and 
defining  the  source,  whence  the  power  to  confer  degrees  shall  emanate  ; 
but  this  power  is,  in  this  State,  as  it  formerly  was  universally,  a  mere 
honorary  privilege,  belonging  to  all  chartered  Institutions.  Besides,  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has,  by  its  precedents,  beforehand 
decided,  that  the  degrees  conferred  by  an  Institution  thus  situated,  are 
as  legal  and  valid,  as  when  the  Institution  is  authorized  by  an  express 
clause  in  the  Act. 

In  view  of  all  things,  we  the  more  readily  yielded  to  a  compromise,  in 
consequence,  also,  of  the  expressed  opinion  of  several  legal  gentlemen, 
eminent  in  their  profession  and  members  of  the  Senate,  that  the  charter 
would  be  essentially  as  good  for  us,  in  this  form,  as  in  any  other.  And, 
since  the  final  passage  of  the  Act,  we  have  been  happy  in  receiving  from 
one  of  the  honorable  Senators,  himself  a  distinguished  lawyer, a  note, 
in  which  he  uses  the  following  language  :  "  You  can  undoubtedly  issue 
degrees,  if  you  choose  so  to  do.  The  Act  does  not  prohibit  it.  De- 
grees conferred  under  this  Act,  are  as  lawful,  as  rightful,  and,  I  am  of 
the  opinion,  as  valuable  to  all  practical  uses,  as  if  conferred  by  an  In- 
stitution expressly  authorized  by  law  to  grant  them.  I  am  glad  that  your 
claim  to  equal  privileges,  under  our  laws,  has  at  length  been  recognized 
by  the  State." 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Worcester  Medical  Institution  may 
now  be  considered  as  permanently  established.  Arrangements  are  al- 
ready made  for  the  procuring  of  an  elegant  diploma  plate,  and  a  common 
seal  ;  and,  at  the  close  of  the  present  Term,  June  6th,  1849,  such  indi- 
viduals of  the  present  Class  as  shall  be  deemed  worthy,  will  be  regularly 
lonored  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine,  and  receive  their  parch- 
ments accordingly. 

The  exercises  of  the  Anniversary,  will  be  public  ;  and  will  be  rendered 
doubly  interesting  by  the  meeting  of  the  Bay  State  Medical  Association, 
at  the  same  time  and  place.     [Ed.  Jour.] 


STIMULANTS  AND  TONICS. 

BY    PROF.    I.    M.    COMINGS. 

Much  has  been  said,  of  late,  on  the  subject  of  stimulants  and  tonics. 
It  has  been  urged  by  some,  that  tonics  act  on  the  system  by  means  of 
their  stimulating  properties,  and  in  fact  that  there  can  be  no  virtue  in 
our  class  of  bitters,  except  as  they  are  stimulating. 

We  have  previously  noted  the  distinction  between  a  pure  stimulant, 
and  an   irritant ;  and   defined  the  former  to  be  that  which,  through  the 
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medium  of  the  nervous  system,  increases  the  action  of  the  circulation  in 
a  natural  healthy  way,  by  sending  more  arterial  blood  to  the  brain,  if  it 
is  wanting  there,  and  to  other  parts  of  the  system,  &c.  But  our  object, 
in  this  short  article,  is  to  define  what  we  mean  by  a  tonic ;  for  there  is  no 
one  word,  which  seems  to  have  so  vague  a  definition,  or  to  be  applied  to 
so  great  a  class  of  remedies. 

That  is  a  tonic,  then,  which  gives  power  to  the  nervous  system,  to  i 
generate  or  secrete  the  nervous  influence,  by  which  the  whole  frame  is 
strengthened.  The  action  of  tonics  is  gradual.  Though  there  may  be  a 
sudden  increase  of  the  force  of  the  pulse  immediately  after  their  adminis- 
tration, yet  this  is  not  attributed  to  their  tonic  nature,  as  the  pulse  will 
vary  with  the  disease,  according  as  it  is  affected  by  the  use  or  neglect  of 
other  remedies. 

In  some  cases,  stimulants  will  temporarily  excite  the  nervoits  system, 
and  thus  give  the  digestive  organs  more  power  for  the  moment.  The 
new  nourishment  increases  the  strength  of  the  nerves,  as  well  as  other 
parts  ;  and  thus  stimulants  and  generous  diet  become,  in  reality,  a  part 
of  the  tonic  plan  :  and,  from  the  fact,  that  stimulants  are  so  often  admin- 
istered with  tonics,  tonics  have  been  thought  to  be  stimulant,  or  to  act 
in  the  same.  way. 

Tonics  give  strength — stimulants  call  it  forth.  A  man  may  be  very 
strong  without  putting  forth  his  strength.  Stimulants  excite  action,  but 
action  is  not  strength. 

The  tonic  property  is  frequently  combined  with  astringency,  but  not 
necessarily  so  ;  though  we  are  at  a  loss  to  conceive  any  other  than  an  as- 
tringent effect  produced  primarily  by  the  tonic  substances. 

This  distinction  between  stimulants  and  tonics  will  assist  us  in  under- 
standing the  operation  of  remedies  in  various  forms  of  disease. 

Worcester,  Feb.,  1849. 


TINCTURE  OF  LOBELIA    AN  ANTIDOTE   FOR  AN   OVER 

DOSE  OF   LAUDANUM. 

I  was  called,  a  few  evenings  since,  to  see  a  woman,  that  had  just  taken 
2  oz.  of  laudanum  for  the  purpose  of  self-destruction.  The  first  effect 
was  that  of  a  stimulant,  under  the  influence  of  which,  she  ran  into  the 
street.  She  was  pursued,  and,  in  the  course  of  40  minutes,  was  found 
and  brought  back  to  the  house,  though'she  nearly  sank  in  the  street,  be- 
fore reaching  the  house.  It  was,  at  least,  30  minutes. more,  before  I  suc- 
ceeded in  gettiug  any  medicine  into  her  mouth,  as  she  resisted  every 
effort  we  could  at  first  make,  to  get  her  to  take  anything.  I  succeeded 
in  getting  her  to  take  2  oz.  of  tincture  of  lobelia,  in  half  a  tumbler  of 
warm  water.  As  this  did  not  vomit  her,  I  prepared  the  same  quantity, 
and  in  the  same  way,  which  she  took  in  some  85  minutes  after  the  first ; 
after  which  she  soon  vomited  profusely,  throwing  off  nearly  all  the  laud- 
anum ;  and,  in  a  few  hours,  she  was  able  to  be  about  as  though  nothing 
of  the  kind  had  occurred. 

I  do  not  mention  this  case,  because  I  think  it  new  to  any  one,  who  is 
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acquainted  with  the  properties  of  lobelia;  but  I  have  done  it  to  show 
others  who  may  read  your  paper,  that  it  can  confidently  be  relied  upon  as 
a  sure  and  safe  medicine  to  give  in  any  immergency  of  the  kind.  It 
will  be  seen  that  4  oz.  of  the  officinal  tincture  was  given  in  less  than  § 
of  an  hour,  which,  instead  of  killing  the  patient,  actually  saved  her  life. 

C.  Johns,  M.  D. 


USE  OF  ERGOT. 

J.   H.  SANDERS,  M.   D.,   INDIANAPOLIS. 

[We  copy  the  following-  article  to  show  the  light  in  which  Allopathic  physicians 
are,  at  length,  getting  to  view  the  use  of  the  ergot  ;  and  we  happen  to  know,  by 
other  means,  that  they  now  pretty  generally  repudiate  the  remedy  as  unsafe  and 
unjustifiable.  At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Worcester  District  Medical  Society,  a  very 
large  portion  of  the  members  expressed  their  individual  opinions  in  this  matter,  and 
all  agreed  in  condemning  its  use,  for  the  purpose  of  forwarding  parturition.  They 
thought  it  might  be  resorted  to  with  safety  to  restrain  subsequent  hermorrhage  ; 
but,  if  used  at  all,  should  be  limited  to  that  object.  How  perfectly  silly  and  con- 
temptible, then,  do  certain  Botanic  apes  appear,  who  think  they  must  commence 
the  adoption  of  an  agent,  which  the  good  sense  of  Allopathists  is  now  fast  reject- 
ing-] 

"  What  are  the  objections  to  its  administration  ?  The  first  is  predica- 
ted upon  a  want  of  positive  knowledge  as  to  what  causes  the  delay, 
whether  it  is  from  inertia  or  deficient  uterine  action,  or  from  a  great  va- 
riety of  causes  over  which  time  and  rest  might  exercise  the  most  salutary 
influence,  and  in  due  time  accomplish  that  which  at  first  seemed  remote- 
ly promised.  Another  objection  is  the  great  suffering  which  it  superin- 
duces, causing  pains  of  the  most  insupportable  character,  altogether  dif- 
ferent in  their  nature  from  the  natural  and  healthy  contractions  which 
attend  unassisted  labor.  The  contractions  induced  by  ergot  assume 
more  the  character  of  tonic  spasms  than  of  the  natural  alternate  action 
and  relaxation.  They  are  of  much  greater  strength  and  of  longer  con- 
tinuance. Indeed,  to  me  it  has  ever  seemed  that  its  effects  upon  the  ute- 
rus were  to  produce  contractile  rather  than  expulsive  efforts;  and  hence 
arises  danger  of  its  rupturing  or  lacerating  the  womb,  if  not  administered 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstances.  Another  objection  which  may 
be  uro-ed  ao-ainst  its  use,  is  the  oreat  liability  of  its  inducing  uterine  in- 
llammation.  I  have  known  quite  a  number  of  cases  follow  its  exhibition, 
more  especially  in  primiparal  labor,  where  no  other  good  reason  could 
be  assigned. 

"  Another  very  serious  objection  to  its  exhibition  is  founded  upon  the 
acknowledged  fact,  that  it  frequently  causes  the  death  of  the  child,  or,  at 
least,  children  are  frequently  still-born  after  its  administration  to  the 
mother.  The  reason  of  its  fatal  effects  is  not  of  difficult  explanation, 
when  we  consider  that  the  contractions  produced  by  it  are  spasmodic, 
and  of  such  a  character  as  to  interrupt  the  circulation  of  the  maternal 
blood  in  the  uterus  and  placenta  for  a  long  time,  and  thus  prevent  the 
necessary  changes  from  taking  place  in  the  foetal   blood. 
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"  Another  objection  to  the  use  of  ergot  is  this — that,  while  we  admit  it 
to  be  an  excitant  and  capable  of  producing  violent  parturient  efforts  or 
plains,  its  operation  is  exclusively  confined  to  the  uterine  tissues,  and 
therefore  this  organ  is  made  to  labor  inordinately. 

"  Permit  me  further  to  remark,  that  I  have  known  ergot  given  by 
physicians  and  midwives  to  patients  in  the  condition  fully  to  justify  its 
administration,  as  they  have  declared  to  me,  when,  to  their  surprise,  it 
has  seemed  to  counteract  or  subvert  the  order  of  labor,  and,  instead  of 
hastening  the  birth  of  the  child,  absolutely  to  arrest  its  further  progress. 
This  it  does  by  exciting  a  spasmodic  action  or  stricture  in  the  circular  ! 
bands  or  fibres  of  the  cervix  uteri ;  and  frequently  it  becomes  necessary 
to  give  some  powerful  anodyne  for  the  purpose  of  overcoming  or  relaxing 
the  rigidity  consequent  upon  its  use.    f 

"  These  are  a  few  of  the  objections  I  have  to  it  when  given  to  expedite 
labor.  I  now  proceed  to  give  my  objections  to  its  use,  after  the  birth  of 
the  child,  in  order  to  hasten  the  expulsion  of  the  piacenta.  And  here 
let  me  ask,  what  is  the  condition  or  state  of  a  female  immediately  sub- 
sequent to  the  birth  of  her  child?  Most  generally  it  is  that  of  extreme 
exhaustion,  occasioned  by  the  expenditure  of  power  consequent  upon  the 
long  and  repeated  efforts  of  nature  to  accomplish  delivery.  It  is,  there- 
fore, necessary  to  give  time  and  rest,  and  some  restorative  to  favor  the 
renewal  of  those  healthy  contractile  efforts  of  the  uterus  which  will  gen- 
erally follow  in  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  after  delivery.  Should  that, 
however,  not  be  the  case,  and  even  should  there  be  but  little  if  any  dis- 
position in  the  uterus  to  close  down  upon  itself,  there  is  no  danger  in  de- 
lay, and  I  have  always  found  that,  by  having  recourse  to  means  above 
suggested,  in  due  time,  the  object  has  been  accomplished.  Should  there 
be  hemorrhage  from  a  partial  separation  of  the  placenta  without  due  con- 
traction, I  should  not  delay,  but  bring  immediately  into  requsition  these 
means  I  have  named,  such  as  pressure,  cold  applications,  &c,  and  even 
the  immediate  introduction  of  the  hand  into  the  uterus,  which,  not  un- 
frequently,  by  its  presence  simply,  brings  about  contraction.  But,  in  af- 
ter hemorrhages,  or  hemorrhages  occurring  after  the  expulsion  of  the 
membranes,  if  friction,  pressure,  cold  applications,  &c,  should  not  arrest 
it,  I  should  then  not  hesitate  to  o-ive  ergot  in  sufficient  doses  to  make  a 
decided  impression  upon  the  uterine  fibres." — North  Western  31.  fy  S.  Jl. 
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Decline  begins  in  one  sooner  than  in  another.  There  is  great  difference 
as  to  the  length  of  time  during:  which  the  energies  of  manhood,  in  dif- 
ferent  individuals,  are  maintained.  The  limits  of  mature  acre  differ  in 
the  sexes.  In  females,  it  is  usually  from  thirty  to  forty  ;  in  males,  from 
thirty-five  to  fifty.  But  many  exceed  or  fall  short  of  the  usual  limits 
in  short,  figures  here  only  indicate  the  average.  In  some  persons,  physi- 
cal and  mental  qualities,  station  in  life,  exemption  from  toils  and  hard- 
ships and  from  other  causes  involving  serious  wear  and  tear,  cause  ma- 
turity to  be  prolonged  ;   while,  in   others,  harder   circumstances  and  dif- 
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ferent  natural  qualities   cause  them  to  be  more  aged  at  fifty  than  others 
at  sixty  or  more      1  he  parts  of  the  body  most  taxed  fail    first  ;  and  some 
of  the  organs  of  the  senses  are  more  delicate   than  others.     In  like  man- 
ner   overworking  the  body  or  the  intellect,  which  is,  in  fact,   overwork- 
ing the  brain    produces  early  decay.     The   transitions  are  gradual,    and 
each  change,  hke  a  dissolving  view,  seems  to   vanish  into  its  successor 
As  man  approaches  the  evening  of  life,  conscious  of  the  diminished  pow- 
er of  body  and  mind,  he  seeks  repose,  and  avoids  the  turmoil  and  toil  he 
formerly  never  shunned.     His   words  are,  "  I  am  no  lono-er  vouno-  i"_ n 
great  truth  taught  by  nature  !     The  brain  is  less  active  in   thought '  less 
agitated  with  emotion,  and  the  powers  are  sensibly  diminished     Elevated 
|  sentiments  become  blunted,  and  whatever  tends  to  enoble  man   appears  in 
age  to  shrivel  up.     The  relish  for  active  sports  and  gayeties  is  diminished 
not  merely  from  physical,  but  from    mental  unfitness  ;— both   mind    svJ 
body  desire  repose.     With  this  change,  it   seems  as  if  the  world  had  un- 
dergone a  revolution.     Each  reasons  according  to  his  temperament    Acre 
deems  itself  wondrous-wise,  and,  pressed  by  a  more  active  race,  consols 
itself  with   scraps  of  philosophy   and  savory    remembrances.     The    old 
man  recurs  much  to  the  past,  the  record  of  many  disappointments  :  and 
even  where  full  fruition  has  been  achieved,  yet,  the  power  to  enjoy  bein^ 
:  diminished,  the  mere  memory  of  past  enjoyment  ill  compensates  for  the 
Joss  of  the  possession,  and  the  conclusion  is  come  to,  that  life  is  but    a 
dream.     Thus  nature  teaches  truths  before   known,  but  never   really  be- 
lieved or  realized.     The  perceptive,  affective,  and  intellectual  powers  are 
diminished      It  is  not  satiety  and  disgust  that   bring  about  the  change 
but  age,  dulling  the  edge   and  producing  a   gradual   degeneration   in  the 
senses  and  tastes,  whether  inward  or  outward.     Hence,  objects  once   all- 
engrossing  become  fiat,  stale,  and  unprofitable  ;  but  the  objects  have  un- 
dergone no  chanae,   and  will    be  as  much  enjoyed  by  future   as  by    past 
generations      Gravity  and    prudence  are   qualities  as    natural  to    acre  as 
levity  and  haste  to  youth,  and   equally  agree  with  the  organization      As 
the  passions    are  daily  cooling    down,  the  virtues  of  abstinence   become 
more  attractive,  and  men  are  prone  to 

"  Compound  for  sins  they  are  inclined  to, 
By  damning  those  they  have  no  mind  to." 
The  changes  now  described  come  not  upon  men  of  one  disposition  of 
character  only,  but  on  all.     The  old  saying,  that  an   old  head  cannot  b- 
placed  upon  young  shoulders,  is  a  truth  founded  on  the  inevitable  chancres 
which  nature  produces  in  men.     There  is  a  natural  antagonism  between 
youth  and  age,  increasing  as  age  advances.     Thus  Shakspeare  says— 
"  Crabbed  age  and  youth  cannot  dwell  together  ; 
Youth  is  full  of  pleasure,  age  is  full  of  care,"  etc. 
The  changes  of  our  organization  determine  the  changes  of  character 
1  he  intellectual  powers  decline  in  the  same  manner  as  the  effective   and 
physical  powers.     In  fact,  in  those  who  live  long,  the  brain  sensibly   di- 
minishes.     Thus  gradually  fall  the  powers  of  man,  till  they  sink  at  length 
into  the  weakness  of  childhood.     The   corporeal  changes  that   precede 
and  usner  m  age  are  remarkable.    The  vegetative  processes  of  the  frame 
change.     In  early  life,  the    fluid  exceed  the  solid  parts  of  the  body,    and 
m  arterial    the  venous.     Hence    the  active  nutrition,  the  roundness    of 
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form,  and  the  rosiness  of  tint  in  youth.  But  the  sallow  complexion,  the 
rigidity  of  fibre,  come  with  age.  The  arterial  branches  are  contracted, 
the  vessels  become  daily  more  rigid,  and  the  finer  vessels  are  impervious 
to  the  blood.  At  the  same  time,  the  veins  lose  their  firmness,  and  are 
filled  with  a  dark  purple  fluid,  unfit  for  nutrition,  or  to  carry  on  life.  The 
arterial  blood,  too,  becomes  less  stimulant  and  nourishing.  Hence  arise 
loss  of  flesh,  disappearance  of  the  roundness  of  contour,  and  wrinkles  of 
the  skin,  which  does  not  contract  in  proportion  to  the  waste  of  substance 
beneath  it.  The  change  is  felt  in  the  less  vigorous  and  steady  beating  of 
the  heart,  the  enfeebled  action  of  the  lungs,  and  the  diminished  amount 
of  blood  circulated,  and  with  diminished  force.  Hence  an  additional 
diminution  of  power  in  the  brain.  The  general  hardening  and  wearing 
away  of  parts,  and  the  diminution  of  nervous  power,  explain  why  the  gait 
is  feeble  and  unsteady,  the  body  stooping,  and  other  marks  of  age  appar- 
ent. The  senses,  one  after  another,  fail  and  become  obtuse  ;  the  im- 
pressions from  without  are  superficial  and  faint,  so  as  to  be  soon  forgot- 
ten. Hence  comes  the  treacherous  memory  of  age,  often  the  first  indi- 
cation of  the  inroads  of  time.  First,  names  escape,  then  events,  and  at 
last  even  the  events  of  yesterday  are  forgotten,  while  those  of  early  life 
are  vividly  remembered.  The  highest  faculties,  whether  intellectual  or 
moral,  are  the  last  to  attain  maturity,  but  the  first  to  show  marks  of  de- 
cay. They  seem  to  require  the  greatest  exertion  of  nature  to  arrive  at 
their  full  power,  and  soonest  fail.  They  may  be  compared  to  that  most 
elaborate  of  vegetable  productions,  the  flower,  which  no  sooner  blooms 
than  decay  approaches.  These  truths  are  important.  It  is  natural  that 
the  old  should  become  indifferent  to  passing  events  and  desire  repose. — 
The  change  not  only  diminishes  the  susceptibility  of  impression,  but* 
renders  the  faculties  sluggish  :  not  only  are  they  less  easily  roused  to  ex- 
ertion, but  the  exertion  is  evanescent.  There  is  one  instinct  that  exerts 
the  utmost  influence  on  feeling  and  thought  in  the  advance  toward  ma- 
turity. This  power  is  one  of  the  first  to  decline,  and  its  decay  produces 
striking  changes  in  the  character.  Sudden  transformations  often  occur 
toward  the  close  of  manhood.  Faculties,  previously  almost  dormant,  seem 
to  awake,  and  those  which  were  before  active  become  inert.  Thus,  men 
have  stepped  from  thrones  into  convents,  and  become  devotees.  But' 
these  changes  are  not  found  in  age,  still  less  in  green  old  age.  The 
reasoning  powers,  late  in  arriving  at  maturity,  soon  become  more  slow 
to  act  and  more  easily  fatigued.  How  thoroughly  the  force  of  intellect 
is  broken  by  age,  is  proved  by  the  rarity  of  any  man  above  sixty  engag- 
ing in  any  new  intellectual  pursuit.  Mental  habits,  like  those  of  the 
body,  establish  their  sway,  and  become  a  second  nature.  The  powers  are 
with  difficulty  exerted,  but  in  beaten  tracks.  Hence  the  dislike  of  the 
aged  for  what  they  call  innovations.  Among  many  illustrations  of  a 
striking  character  which  might  be  adduced,  is  the  fact,  that  the  Reforma- 
tion was  chiefly  opposed  by  the  old  and  supported  by  the  young.  It  has 
been  observed,  that  no  great  improvements  arise  in  the  universities.  This 
naturally  follows  from  the  fact  that  the  professors  are  chiefly  elderly  men, 
who  pertinaciously  cling  to  the  past.  The  horizon  of  man  expands  up 
to  maturity — then  gradually  contracts,  and  we  shall  hereafter  observe 
how  it  continues  to  contract,  until  it  ends  in  dissolution.   [Daily  Herald.] 
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The  rise  and  progress  of  Institutions  resemble,  in  many  respects,  the 
career  of  an  individual.  While  struggling  in  obscurity,  his  efforts  will 
remain  wholly  unobserved  ;  or,  if  noticed,  may  secure  sympathy  and 
commisseration.  But,  let  success  crown  his  efforts,  ana  fortune  kindly 
place  him  on  an  equality  with  us,  and  the  case  becomes  markedly  differ- 
ent. Instead  of  the  victim  of  misfortune,  exciting  our  sympathies,  and 
soliciting  our  aid,  we  behold  the  bold  and  persevering  rival, — the  hated 
competitor,  whose  success  may  jeopardize  our  own.  It  is  so  with  Institu- 
tions. In  their  commencement,  unless  the  pomp  of  wealth,  or  the  popu- 
larity of  their  objects,  gives  them  prominence  and  importance,  their 
arduous  struggles  to  support,  in  many  cases,  a  sickly, — in  all,  a  feeble 
existence,  pass  unnoticed.  But,  when  theenterprize  and  energy  of  their 
founders,  the  efficiency  of  their  instructors,  the  legislative  sanction,  and, 
above  all,  the  numbers  of  their  students,  attract  the  attention  of  sister 
Institutions,  each  circumstance  of  their  humble  origin,  and  early  associ- 
ations, becomes  a  matter  of  the  severest  criticism,  and  the  most  malicious 
remark. 

So  long  as  the  prejudices  and  illiberality  of  one  class  of  physicians 
could  create  public  sentiment  sufficient,  both  in  community  and  in  our 
legislative  halls,  to  refuse  legal   existence  to  the  Worcester  Medical  In- 
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stitution,  its  unchartered  efforts  excited  no  severe  remarks  from  enemies, 
— provoked  no  unkind  criticisms  from  friends.  But  the  circumstances  are 
chano-ed.  Legislative  authority  has  granted  it  legal  existence,  and  the 
faithfulness  and  energy  of  its  friends  have  already  secured  its  success. 

No  wonder,  then,  that  the  tender  sympathies  of  a  hostile  editor,  and 
the  malicious  criticism  of  ?l  friendly  one,  should  concur  in  exposing  its 
plebeian  associations,  and  dangerous  tendencies.  In  order  to  give  our 
readers  a  clear  perception  of  the  case  in  hand,  we  beg  leave  to  introduce 
the  following  extract  from  the  "  Eclectic  Medical  Journal,"  of  January. 
1849.  After  some  remarks  with  reference  to  the  "  Scientific  and  Eclec- 
tic Medical  Institute"  of  Petersburg:,  Virginia,  the  editor  remarks  : — 

"  Not  only  are  their  own  students  furnished  with  these  '  scientific' 
diplomas,  but  the  students  of  the  Botanico-Medical  School  of  Worcester, 
Massachusetts,  are  also  honored  by  the  distribution  of  parchments  from 
Petersburg.  One  charter  is  enough  for  both  ;  and,  indeed,  we  see  no 
reason  why  the  benevolent  gentlemen  ot  Petersburg  should  not  extend 
their  sheltering  wings  over  all  the  Thomsonian  schools  to  be  hereafter 
chartered,  and  thus  save  the  troublesome  necessity  of  applying  for  a 
charter.  According  to  this  convenient  plan  there  need  never  be  a  lack 
of  Thomsonian  diplomas  ;  for,  so  long  as  one  school  of  that  character  in 
the  United  States  retains  a  charter,  the  powers  of  that  charter  will  be 
entirely  sufficient  to  supply  any  number  of  degrees,  in  every  State  of  the 
Union,  to  those  who  may  or  may  not  have  been  under  Thomsonian  in- 
struction." 

Now  we  are  not  in  the  habit  of  complaining,  nor  do  we  wish  to  be  un- 
derstood as  placing  forced  constructions  upon  any  man's  language  ;  but, 
there  is  a  malicious  tone, — a  quiet  sarcasm,  in  the  above  remarks,  which 
we  can  not  permit  to  pass  unnoticed.  Although  the  School  at  Peters- 
burg, is  the  principal  offender  ;  yet,  the  Worcester  School  is  artfully 
made  a  particeps  criminis  ;  and,  as  such,  is  as  fully  responsible  as  the 
principal,  We  do  not  say,  that  their  parchments  were  not  given  to  our 
students  ;  but  we  do  say,  that  the  Faculty  at  Worcester,  are  responsible 
for  no  doctrines  taught,  or  course  pursued  by  that  Institution.  But  the 
editor  remarks"  One  charter  is  enough  for  both  ;  and,  indeed,  we  see  no 
reason,  &c."  Now  the  import  of  this  language  is,  that  the  Worcester 
School  is  Thomsonian  in  the  lowest  and  objectionable  sense  of  that 
word.  Wedded,  as  we  are,  to  Botanic  remedies,  and  opposed,  as  we  al- 
ways have  been,  to  the  administration  of  poisons,  yet  we  confess  our  ;is- 
pirations  have  never  soared  so  high,  or  sunk  so  low,  as  to  wish  to  identi- 
fy ourselves  with  the  strict  disciples  of  Samuel  Thomson. 

We  are  Eclectic,  in  the  true  generic  sense  of  the  term,  but  not  Ec- 
lectic, in  the  specific  sense  in  which  it  is  now  used.  "  Every  good  physi- 
cian," says  Prof.  Dunglison,  "  is  an  Eclectic."  So  say  we.  We  pre- 
scribe the  medicines,  prescribed  by  Thomson  ;  we  espouse  the  improve- 
ments of  the  age  ;  and  we,  by  no  means,  repudiate,  in  the  old  Materia 
Medica,  what  the  experience  of  ages  has  shown  to  be  truly  sanative. — 
The  good  nature  of  the  following  remarks,  also,  forcibly  reminds  us  of 
our  youthful  days,  when,  after  the  reception  of  reproof,  by  way  of  en- 
couragement, the  head  was  smoothed  down,  with  "I  hope  you'll  do  bet- 
ter."    Speaking  of  Thomsonian  Schools,  the  editor  says  ;— 
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"  Schools  which  have  heretofore  occupied  that  position,  will,  if  they 
are  capable  of  improvement,  take  a  more  liberal  ground.  We  think 
there  are  evident  indications  of  an  upward  tendency.  The  unchartered 
school  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  manifests  a  laudable  desire  for  the  discharge 
of  its  duties,  and  would  probably,  if  its  resources  were  adequate,  rise  to 
a  very  respectable  position." 

Well,  we  would  be  willing  to  be  pleased  with  the  sugar  plum,  so 
graciously  offered,  were  it  not  that  it  smacks  so  much  of  the  bitter  ;  and 
we  confess  it  is  difficult  for  us  to  determine  which  amuses  us  most,  the 
self-satisfaction  which  so  strongly  marks  the  whole  article,  or  the  serio- 
comic dignity  of  the  censor. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  most  respectfully  announce  to  our  sister  In- 
stitutions, that  we  are  no  longer  the  unchartered  School  "  which  would 
probably,  if  its  resources  were  adequate,  rise  to  a  very  respectable  posi- 
tion ;"  but,  thanks  to  the  onward  progress  of  reform,  our  legal  existence 
is  secured,  and  the  munificence  of  friends  has  already  furnished  the  "re- 
sources adequate"  to  its  full  and  successful  operation. 

Worcester,  March  29th,  1849. 
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Dr.  Newton  : — It  is  now  nearly  three  years  since  this  article  was  first 
introduced  into  our  community,  to  any  extent,  as  a  remedial  agent,  in 
the  cure  of  consumption,  coughs,  scrofula,  rheumatism,  &>c,  &>c.  From 
that  time  until  the  present,  it  has  been  gradually  working  its  way  into 
public  confidence,  and,  is  now,  so  far  as  known,  a  medicine  of  extraordi- 
nary repute,  having  been  employed  with  surprising  success,  in  cases 
where  ordinary  remedies  had  failed  of  producing  any  important  results. 

It  is  a  great  medical  agent,  and  is  now  sought  with  avidity  by  those 
who  have  heard  of  its  healing  powers.  Often,  it  is  made  the  last  resort 
in  diseases  baffling  all  other  curative  means,  by  such  as  hope  thereby,  to 
be  snatched  from  the  grasp  of  death,  and  preserved  as  living  monuments 
of  its  power  and  efficacy. 

On  the  fact,  that  in  Germany,  the  place  of  its  medical  nativity,  it  has 
been  employed  for  a  long  time,  by  distinguished  medical  men,  as  a  popu- 
lar remedy  in  consumption,  rheumatism,  and  some  other  diseases, — on 
the  fact,  that  it  has  demonstrated  its  magic  powers  to  the  utter  astonish- 
ment of  the  incredulous, — and  on  the  fact,  that,  in  this  country,  since 
its  introduction,  it  has  saved  many  a  valuable  life,  are  based  its  sterling 
virtues  ;  and  these  things  have  given  it  a  name  which  will  ultimately 
place  it  in  the  front  rank  of  all  other  known  remedies,  that  are  now,  or 
probably  ever  will  be  discovered. 

Whoever  knows  its  virtues  and  the  great  cures  done  by  it,  knows  very 
well  I  have  not  exaggerated.  It  is  all  that  I  have  said  of  it.  The  pure, 
simple  cod  liver  oil,  though  rather  a  nauseous  medicine,  (no  more  so, 
however,  than  much  of  what  is  now  used,)  is  a  great  affair ;  and  I  know 
of  none,  in  the  whole  range  of  the  Materia  Medica,  more  effectual  in  re- 
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moving  chronic  coughs,  and  restoring  diseased  lungs  to  a  normal  condi- 
tion. 

It  operates  like  a  charm,  slow  but  sure,  in  the  removal  of  incipient 
consumption  ;  and  lank,  lean,  cadaverous  patients,  grow  fat  under  its  use, 
oftentimes  assuming  the  vermilion  color  of  the  rose.  Long  before  it 
was  ever  thought  of  as  a  curative  agent,  by  our  practicing  physicians,  the 
fishermen,  whose  business  is  confined  to  the  catching  of  the  fish  from 
which  come  the  livers  that  supply  the  oil,  always  employed  it  on  board 
their  vessels,  for  bronchitis,  sore  throats,  common  colds,  and  affections 
of  the  lungs,  with  excellent  results  ;  and,  to  their  frequent  employment 
of  this  article,  is  attributed  the  hale,  hearty,  robust  appearance  which  is 
so  characteristic  of  that  particular  class  of  men. 

An  extensive  dealer  in  cod  liver  oil,  told  me  that  his  father  and  mother 
were  in  the  habit  of  using  it  for  coughs,  colds,  and  sore  throats,  and  al- 
ways derived  great  benefit  from  it.  The  same  individual  also  informed 
me,  that  he  had  never  taken  any  thing  so  effectual  in  relieving  paroxysms 
of  asthma,  with  which  he  has  long  been  afflicted. 

I  have  taken  the  utmost  pains  to  ascertain  how  far  the  oil  has  been 
used  advantageously  in  the  treatment  of  disease  ;  and  I  find  that  very  few 
take  it,  without  deriving  some  good  from  it,  and  there  are  a  host  of  cases 
on  record,    in   which  it  has  proved  itself  to  be  a  wonderful  remedy. 

A  distinguished  medical  gentleman  of  Boston,  once  told  me,  he  con- 
sidered it  a  marvellous  medicine,  and  made  much  use  of  it  in  his  prac- 
tice. He  also  informed  me,  that  he  knew  of  an  individual  who  was  ap- 
parently far  gone  in  consumption,  who,  after  trying  a  variety  of  curative 
means  without  effect,  recovered  entirely,  under  the  use  of  the  cod  liver 
oil. 

I  have  been  repeatedly  consulted  in  regard  to  it,  as  a  therapeutic  agent, 
and  I  believe,  that  in  every  instance  in  which  I  have  recommended  it,  it 
has  been  attended  with  either  temporary  or  permanent  benefit. 

"Various  are  the  opinions  in  respect  to  its  therapeutic  properties.  Kopp 
suspects  it  contains  iodine.  Others  are  of  the  same  mind.  Some  con- 
sider it  highly  nutritive,  and  attribute  its  curative  powers  to  its  agency 
in  improving  the  function  of  nutrition,  and  hence,  affording  to  the  blood, 
an  energetic  and  rich  plasma,  promoting  the  activity  of  the  vital  forces, 
and  forwarding  the  absorption  of  morbid  deposits.  D.  McRuer  attrib- 
utes its  restorative  powers  to  its  direct  admissibility  into  the  circulation, 
without  being  digested,  or  passing  through  the  lacteal  system.  He 
thinks  that  much  of  it  finds  its  way,  either  by  vital  absorption,  or  by 
endosmosis. 

In  the  quality  of  the  oil,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  difference.  There  is 
much  spurious  rancid  oil  in  the  market.  If  it  becomes  rancid,  it  is  use- 
less. That  obtained  from  the  pure,  pale,  plump  livers,  not  long  exposed 
to  the  air,  is  the  best.  I  have  seen  none  so  sweet,  so  pure,  so  free  from 
rancidity  as  Dr.  Skinner's,  at  No.  60  1-2,  Cornhill,  Boston.  I  believe 
his  to  be  perfectly  genuine.  He  sells  more  than  any  other  dealer  in  the 
country. 

A.  R.  PORTER. 

Waltham,  April,  1849. 
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M.  Malgaigne  has  recently  communicated  to  the  French  Medical 
Journals  some  remarks  on  the  preparation  of  gun-cotton  for  surgical  pur- 
poses. Several  French  chemists,  at  the  suggestion  of  M.  Malgaigne,  at- 
tempted to  make  an  ethereal  solution  of  this  compound,  by  pursuing  the 
process  recommended  by  Mr.  Maynard  in  the  "  American  Journal  of 
Medical  Sciences  ;"  but  they  failed  in  procuring  the  cotton  in  a  state  in 
which  it  could  be  dissolved  by  ether.  It  appears  that  these  experimenters 
had  employed  a  mixture  of  nitric  and  sulphuric  acids ;  but  M.  Mialhe 
ascertained,  after  many  trials,  that  the  collodion,  in  a  state  fit  for  solution, 
was  much  more  easily  procured  by  using  a  mixture  of  nitrate  of  potash 
and  sulphuric  acid. 

For  the  information  of  our  readers  who  may  be  disposed  to  try  this 
new  adhesive  material,  we  here  give  a  description  of  M.  Mialhe's  process 
for  its  preparation.  It  appears,  from  the  results  obtained  by  this  chem- 
ist, that  cotton,  in  its  most  explosive  form,  is  not  the  best  fitted  for  mak- 
ing the  ethereal  solution  ; — Finely  powdered  nitrate  of  potash  40  parts 
by  weight  ;  Concentrated  sulphuric  acid  *  60  ;  Carded  cotton  2. 

Mix  the  nitre  with  the  sulphuric  acid  in  a  porcelain  vessel,  then  add 
the  cotton,  and  agitate  the  mass  for  three  minutes  by  the  aid  of  two  glass 
rods.  Wash  the  cotton,  without  first  pressing  it,  in  a  large  quantity  of 
water  ;  and,  when  all  acidity  is  removed  (indicated  by  litmus-paper),  press 
it  firmly  in  a  cloth.  Pull  it  out  into  a  loose  mass,  and  dry  it  in  a  stove 
at  a  moderate  heat. 

The  compound  thus  obtained  is  not  pure  fulminating  cotton.  It  al- 
ways retains  a  small  quantity  of  sulphuric  acid,  is  less  inflammable  than 
o-un  cotton,  and  it  leaves  a  carbonaceous  residue  after  explosion.  It  has, 
however,  in  a  remarkable  degree,  the  property  of  solubility  in  ether, 
especially  when  mixed  with  a  little  alcohol  ;  and  it  forms  therewith  a 
very  adhesive  solution,  to  which  the  name  of  Collodion  has  been  ap- 
plied : 

Preparation  of  Collodion. 

Prepared  cotton         ------  8  parts  by  weight. 

Rectified  sulphuric  ether  r  125         "         " 

Pvectified  alcohol  -         -         -'•.'-         -  8         «         " 

Put  the  cotton  with  the  ether  into  a  well-stopped  bottle,  and  shake  the 
mixture  for  some  minutes.  Then  add  the  alcohol  by  degrees,  and  con- 
tinue to  shake  until  the  whole  of  the  liquid  acquires  a  syrupy  consistency. 
It  may  then  be  passed  through  a  cloth,  the  residue  strongly  pressed,  and 
the  liquid  kept  in  a  well-secured  bottle. 

Collodion  thus  prepared  possesses  remarkably  adhesive  properties.  A 
piece  of  linen  or  cotton  cloth  covered  with  it,  and  made  to  adhere  by 
evaporation  in  the  palm  of  the  hand,  will  support,  after  a  few  minutes, 
without  giving  way,  a  weight  of  from  20  to  30  lbs.  Its  adhesive  power 
is  so  great  that  the  cloth  will  commonly  be  torn  before  it  gives  way. — . 
The  Collodion  cannot  be  regarded   as  a   perfect  solution  of  cotton.     It 


*  The  common  commercial  acid  will  answer.    When  very  weak,  a  longer  immersion  of 
the  cotton  is  required. 
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contains,  suspended  and  floating  in  it,  a  quantity  of  the  vegetable  fibre 
which  has  escaped  the  solvent  properties  of  the  ether.  The  liquid  por- 
tion may  be  separated  from  these  fibres  by  a  filter,  but  it  is  doubtful 
whether  this  is  an  advantage.  In  the  evaporation  of  the  liquid,  these  un- 
dissolved fibres,  by  felting  with  each  other,  appear  to  give  a  greater  de- 
gree of  tenacity  and  resistance  to  the  dried  mass. 

In  the  preparation  of  collodion,  it  is  indispensable  to  avoid  the  pres- 
ence of  water,  as  this  renders  it  less  adhesive  ;  hence  the  ether  as  well 
as  the  alcohol  should  be  pure  and  rectified.  The  parts  to  which  the  col- 
lodion is  applied  should  be  first  thoroughly  dried,  and  no  water  allowed 
to  come  in  contact  with  them,  until  all  the  ether  is  evaporated.  London 
Medical  Gazette. 


ALLOPATHIC  LAMENT. 

On  discovering  the  fact,  that  the  Legislature  of  Mass.  had  finally 
granted  a  charter  to  the  "  Worcester  Medical  Institution,''  the  editor  of 
the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  plaintively  remarks: — 

"The  profession  in  Massachusetts,  after  an  uninterrupted^  effort  of  for- 
ty years  to  educate  men  in  the  best  possible  manner,  for  the  practice  of 
medicine,  may  now  hang  their  heads  in  shame  and  humiliation.  If  the 
Legislature,  the  fountain  of  law,  has  no  higher  perception  of  what  is  due 
to  the  intelligence  of  the  age,  the  floodgates  might  as  well  at  orice  be 
opened,  and  allow  every  man  to  do  what  he  chooses,  without  reference  to 
the  opinions  or  interests  of  any."' 

We  think  so,  too,  but  for  very  different  reasons.  If,  after  an  uninter- 
rupted effort  of  forty  years,  the  profession  have  failed  to  meet  the  wants 
of  suffering  humanity,  well  may  they  "hang  their  heads  in  shame  and 
humiliation."  What  a  thorn,  in  the  side  of  the  "profession"  is  this  onward 
progress  of  reform  1  We  certainly  regard  the  fixedness  and  stability  of 
the  "profession"  in  tenaciously  clinging  to  one  idea  for  "  forty  years,"  as 
highly  laudable,  yet  extremely  unfortunate.  Public  sentiment  is  by  no 
means  a  static  but  a  dynamic  body  ;  and  those  who,  like  friend  Smith, 
have  been  for  "  forty  years"  teaching  a  system,  venerable,  it  is  true,  by 
age,  but  decrepit  by  deformity,  and  useful  only  as  a  relic  of  the  past, 
must  expect  to  find  themselves  far  in  the  rear. 

But  we  also  demur  to  casting  aspersions  on  the  Legislature.  They 
are  not  to  blame.  Their  action  is  but  a  feeble  exhibition  of  that  public 
sentiment,  rapidly  augmenting,  which  is  even  now  demanding  reform  in 
medicine.  Exclusive  privileges  are,  as  they  ought  to  be,  obnoxious  to 
the  spirit  and  intelligence  of  the  age  ;  and  the  time  has  come,  when  stand- 
ing on  one's  dignity  and  reclining  on  reserved  chartered  rights  will  not 
avail.  It  is  useless  to  plead  the  dignity  of  age,  the  array  of  talent,  or 
the  aristocracy  of  wealth ;  for  this  practical  age,  although  willing  tp  blend 
the  beautiful  cum  utile,  will  not  be  satisfied  with  any  theory,  however 
splendid,  which  does  not  smack  strongly  of  the  useful.  Is  it  valuable 
in  practice  1  is  an  embarassing  inquiry,  and  fatal,  too  frequently  fatal, 
to  many  a  beautiful  structure  of  the  past.      Can  anything  better  be  sub- 
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stituted?   is  another   inquiry,   which  has  made   sad  havoc  with  many  a 
time-honored  practice. 

Again,  how  pathetic  is  friend  Smith  in  his  peroration;  and  yet,  upon 
close  inspection,  we  think,  the  key  to  all  this  pathos  may  be  found  in  the 
closing  clause.  It  does  appear  to  us,  that  a  monopoly  of  medical  educa- 
tion, would  be  consonant  with  the  "  interests"  of  some  ;  and,  in  view  of 
this  entanglement  of  "  opinions  and  interests,"  his  pathos  becomes 

"  Fine  by  degrees  and  beautifully  less." 

Now,  we  are  admirers  of  eloquence  under  all  circumstances, — elo- 
quence of  the  pen,  as  well  as  eloquence  of  the  stand  ;  but  our  perceptions 
of  the  pathetic  are  somehow  unaccountably  mingled  with  the  mirthful, 
as  we  read  this  article  from  our  friend  Smith.  And,  we  confess,  wre  are  so 
obstinately  democratic  in  our  views  and  feelings,  as  to  be  rather  pleased 
with  the  idea  of  "  allowing  every  man  to  do  what  he  chooses,  without 
reference  to  the  opinions  or  interests  of  any." 

Worcester,  April  2d,  1849.  E.  M.  Parritt,  M.  D. 
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Mr.  James  Braid,  in  an  article  in  the  Medical  Times,  remarks  : — "Of 
all  the  revolutions  which  ever  took  place  in  regard  to  any  medicinal  agent, 
nothing  so  eventful  was  ever  known  as  what  has  been  evinced  in  the  fate 
of  anaesthetic  agents.  Their  advent  was  hailed  with  universal  enthusi- 
asm,  and  seemed  to  be  followed  by  unalloyed  success.  By  their  agency 
a  second  Eden  seemed  to  be  dawning  on  fallen  man,  pain  and  peril  were 
no  longer  to  be  the  lot  of  those  doomed  to  undergo  surgical  operations, 
and  parturient  women  exulted  in  the  assured  confidence  that  they  were 
redeemed  from  the  pains  and  penalties  of  the  primal  curse,  through  the 
omnipotent  powers  of  ether  and  chloroform. 

"  The  rapidity  with  which  these  potent  agents  attained  their  culminat- 
ing point  of  fame  and  favor  is  most  remarkable  ;  and  not  the  least  surpris- 
ing point  in  my  estimation  was  this,  that  their  almost  universal  adoption, 
and  in  many  instances  their  being  applied  apparently  with  little  care  or 
caution,  took  place  without  the  occurrence  of  dangerous  or  fatal  acci- 
dents. For  a  considerable  period  all  seemed  a  run  of  unalloyed  success ; 
but  the  tide  has  now  turned,  and  instances  of  disaster  and  death  are  re- 
corded, as  such  frequent  occurrences  from  the  use  of  chloroform  as  must 
soon  issue  in  the  entire  abandonment  of  this  agent  by  the  profession,  and 
the  insurmountable  dread  of  it  by  the  public,  unless  we  can  arrive  at  some 
satisfactory  solution  of  the  true  cause  of  the  late  unfortunate  results,  and 
determine  the  principles  which  ought  to  guide  us  in  its  future  administra- 
tion, so  as  to  insure  the  blessing  without  the  curse,  of  an  agent  which 
seems  to  be  alike  potent  for  good  or  for  evil,  according  to  the  mode  in 
which  it  is  administered." 

The  editor  of  the  Medical  Times  thus  speaks  of  the  use  of  anaesthetic 
agents : — 
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"  The  fate  of  chloroform,"  he  asserts,  "  is  sealed,  at  least  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  its  employment  in  minor  surgical  operations.  The  deaths  which 
have  occurred  to  persons  under  its  influence,  both  in  England,  France, 
and  America,  have  incontestibly  proved  that  it  is  a  medicine'  which  can- 
not be  administered  without  great  risk.  Ansesthetic  agents  may  be  fair- 
ly said  to  have  had  their  day,  and  henceforth  they  will  cease  to  be  em- 
ployed, either  in  surgery  or  midwifery,  except  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances, and  by  persons  of  more  than  ordinary  courage.  The  law,  up  to 
the  present  time,  has  not  interposed  to  stop  the  perilling  of  human  life 
by  the  inhalation  of  ether  and  chloroform  ;  but  another  death  or  two, 
will  rouse  it  into  action,  and  surgeons,  under  whose  sanction  these  agents 
may  hereafter  be  administered,  will  be  exposed  to  the  danger  of  a  prose- 
cution for  manslaughter. 

"  The  great  experiment  has  now  been  fairly  tried,  whether  patients 
about  to  submit  to  surgical  operations  can  be  rendered  insensible  to  pain 
by  certain  agents,  and  their  lives  not  perilled.  For  a  time  all  seemed  to 
promise  well,  and  the  first  death  which  occurred  was  attributed  to  some 
other  cause  than  the  administration  of  chloroform  or  ether.  The  scien- 
tific world  was  unwilling  to  admit  that  agents  apparently  so  valuable, 
should  possess  attributes  which  would  prevent  their  general  employment. 
Thus  brandy,  rather  than  chloroform,  was  stigmatized  with  the  guilt  of 
Hannah  Greener's  death  :  and  the  druggist's  apprentice,  who  expired  af- 
ter inhaling  the  anaesthetic  agent,  merely  to  produce  a  momentary  plea- 
sure, was  said  to  have  given  up  the  ghost  for  the  want  of  breath,  his  face 
being  enveloped  in  the  napkin  from  which  he  inhaled  the  much-loved 
o-as.  Facts,  however,  have  since  accumulated,  which  forbid  us  to  doubt, 
that,  under  certain  circumstances,  death  will  follow  the  exhibition  of 
chloroform  or  ether. 

"Could  these  circumstances  be  clearly  ascertained  beforehand  by  the 
surgeon,  all  difficulty  would  vanish,  and  science  would  be  justly  proud  of 
the  discoveries  of  Morton  and  of  Simpson.  Pain,  however,  seems  as  yet 
to  be  indissolubly  linked  to  human  nature,  and  science  has  labored  in 
vain  to  produce  its  extinction.  Chloroform  and  ether,  which  appeared 
for  a  season  to  be  two  of  the  most  important  gifts  ever  given  to  man, 
have  proved,  to  some,  fatal  poisons — penetrating  in  an  instant  the  whole 
system — attacking  the  vital  energies,  and  compelling  them  to  yield  to 
death,  though  apparently  uninjured  previously  by  disease." 

[These  observations  are  very  far  from  agreeing  with  the  experience  of 
that  eminent  surgeon,  Prof.  V.  Mott,  of  New  York.  At  a  late  meeting 
of  the  "New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,"  Dr.  M.  read  a' report  of  three 
hazardous  and  unusually  difficult  operations,  recently  performed  by  him 
for  the  removal  of  extensive  and  deep-seated  glandular  tumors  of  the  neck 
in  which  all  the  important  nerves  and  blood  vessels  in  that  region  were 
involved,  which  he  observed,  would,  at  no  former  period  of  his  life,  have 
been  undertaken  by  him  in  the  absence  of  some  agent  to  control  the  ner- 
vous system.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  the  discovery  of 
ether  and  chloroform,  as  anaesthetic  agents,  as  among  the  greatest  gifts 
of  chemistry  to  surgery.  Chloroform — which  he  prefers — was  used  in 
each  of  the  cases  described,  and  the  patients,  all  children,  notwithstand- 
ing the  tedious  and  difficult  dissections,  endured  the   operations   almost 
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without  flinching.  Dr.  M.  advocated  strongly  the  use  of  this  agent  in 
surgical  operations,  and  the  cases  related  by  him  afforded  convincing  tes- 
timony of  its  inestimable  value.  Two  of  his  cases  recovered  rapidly, 
and  without  a  single  bad  symptom  :  the  third — being  a  delicate  subject — 
died  a  few  hours  after  the  operation,  from  loss  of  blood,  as  was  supposed, 
as  he  began  to  sink  soon  after  it  was  finished. 

Dr.  M.  further  stated  that,  although  he  had  employed  chloroform  in 
very  many  operations,  he  had  never  known  it  produce  any  deleterious  ef- 
fects ;  on  the  contrary,  he  thinks  that  its  efficacy  in  controlling  the  ner- 
vous system  lessens  very  materially,  the  danger  which  attends  all  surgical 
operations.] 


DR.  HOLMES'  LECTURE. 

[We  learn,  from  a  correspondent,  that,  some  time  since,  Dr.  Holmes,  the  suc- 
cessor of  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren,  as  Professor  of  Anatomy,  in  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  University  at  Cambridge,  undertook  to  deliver  a  popular  medical  lecture 
to  the  citizens  of  Newburyport.  Dr.  H.  is  equally  as  remarkable  for  his  wit  as 
for  his  good  sense  ;  and  it  seems,  that  on  this  occasion,  he  undertook  to  display  his 
power  of  sarcastic  vituperation.  He  asserted,  as  we  learn,  that  "  the  reformers  in 
medicine  are  on  a  par  with  the  rag-gatherers  in  the  streets.  Some  of  them  may 
get  rich  ;  but,  in  general,  they  are  a  miserable  set,  and  few  patronize  them,  except 
the  thousands  of  the  low  and  vulgar,  or  the  rabble.''  The  editor  of  the  Newbury- 
port Advertiser  thus  speaks  of  his  lecture.     Ed.  Jour.] 

Dr.  O.  W.  Holmes'  lecture  before  the  Newburyport  Lyceum,  on 
Friday  evening  last,  was  a  curious  affair.  With  the  exception  of  a  few 
interestino-  historical  reminiscences  connected  with  the  healing  art,  the 
lecture  possessed  neither  point  nor  pith,  but  was  made  up  mainly  of  witti- 
cism, sarcastic  allusions,  and  flings  at  all  other  than  what  is  called,  par 
excellence,  the  regular  mode  of  practice, — most  of  which  were  as  in- 
appropriate to  the  time,  place,  and  occasion,  and  as  wanting  in  justice, 
as  they  were  destitute  of  originality.  The  object  of  the  lecturer  appeared 
to  be,  to  prove  that  arsenic,  antimony,  and  mercury,  the  most  active  and 
deadly  mineral  poisons  which  exist,  are  good  and  wholesome  articles  of 
medicine, — or,  in  other  words,  that  the  best  mode  of  medical  practice  is 
to  adopt  precisely  the  same  measures  to  cure  a  sick  man,  that  would  be 
adopted  to  kill  a  well  one. 

The  reputation  which  Dr.  Holmes  had  acquired  as  a  popular  lecturer, 
led  us  to  expect  a  rich  treat  on  the  occasion  of  his  lecture  here  ;  but  we, 
in  common  with  all  with  whom  we  have  conversed,  were  wofully  disap- 
pointed. The  doctor  got  off  one  witticism,  for  which  we  desire  to  give 
him  credit.  Alluding  to  the  use  of  cayenne  pepper  and  lobelia,  by  the 
Thomsonians,  he  designated  them  as  the  "  Red  Republicans  of  medicine ." 
The  remark  was  witty,  but  unfortunate  at  the  same  time,  since  none  have 
spoken  more  favorably  of  these  articles,  than  the  doctor's  brethren  in  his 
profession.  Dr.  Channing,  a  professor  in  the  same  Institution  to  which 
Dr.  H.  himself  belongs,  in  a  medical  lecture,   observed,  that  "  cayenne 
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is  the  purest  and  best  stimulant  under  heaven,  and  may  be  given  in  tea- 
spoonful  doses."  Prof.  Ware  says,  "  Lobelia  is  one  of  the  best  of  emet- 
ics— equal  to  antimony."  He  further  says,  "  There  is  too  much  preju- 
dice manifested  against  lobelia  by  the  Faculty,  because  it  is  so  generally 
used  by  irregular  practitioners.  I  have  for  years  used  lobelia."  Prof. 
Bigelow  says,  the  old  school  system  is"  an  ineffectual  speculation,"  Dr. 
Waterhouse,  for  many  years  a  professor  in  the  medical  department  of  one 
of  our  leading  colleges,  observes,  "I  have  had  ample  proof  of  the  effica- 
cy and  safety  of  lobelia  in  a  number  of  cases,  and  have  reason  to  value 
it  as  equal  to  any  article  in  our  materia  medica."  Prof.  McLellan,  of 
the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  said,  "  We  must  adopt  the  Thomsonian 
remedies,  or  lose  our  practice.  I  have  used  steam,  pepper,  and  lobelia, 
and  found  them  useful  medicines  to  remove  disease,." 

We  might  quote  other  eminent  men  of  the  regular  medical  Faculty,  to 
show  that  they  possess  too  enlarged  and  liberal  minds,  to  sit  in  judgment 
upon  and  condemn  all  modes  of  practice  differing  from  their  own. 

Where  are  those  persons  who  could  not  listen  to  the  excellent  lecture 
by  Mr.  Emerson  ?  Can  they  countenance  this  breach  of  good  manners 
on  the  part  of  the  dapper  Dr.  Holmes,  who  comes  before  a  promiscuous 
assembly,  and  treads  upon  their  corns  without  mercy  1  It  savors  of  Pan- 
theism, it  seems  to  us.  We  hope  some  body,  possessing  age  and  experi- 
ence, learning,  and  piety,  will  preach  a  sermon  upon  the  subject. 


EPIDEMIC  IN  SUTTON  AND  MILLBURY. 

[We  copy,  from  the  Daily  Spy,  the  following  article,  understood  to  be  from  the 
pen  of  Dr.  Smith,  late  of  Sutton,  Mass.,  but  now  of  Providence,  R.  I.  We  have 
seen  none  of  the  few  cases  of  the  disease  referred  to,  though  they  have  occurred 
not  many  miles  from  us.  From  the  description,  however,  which  has  been  given  of 
the  disease,  we  have  no  doubt  of  its  relation  to  a  malignant  form  of  erysipelas  and 
fever.  The  post  mortem  appearances  show  only  certain  sequences  from  that  condi- 
tion of  the  blood  in  which  the  disease  properly  consists.  A  virus,  of  a  specific 
kind,  is  received  into  the  blood,  which,  for  some  cause,  having  its  explanation,  per- 
haps, in  animal  chemistry,  produces  its  injurious  effects  most  directly  and  princi- 
pally on  the  brain  and  nervous  tissue,  with  their  investing  membranes.  The  cutane- 
ous eruption,  somewhat  resembling  that  of  spotted  fever,  is  evidence  of  that  de- 
praved condition  of  the  blood  of  which  we  speak.  We  think,  that  in  the  profes- 
sion of  medicine,  as  in  other  occupations  of  life,  "  great  men  are  not  always  wise." 

[Ed.  Jour.] 
The  inhabitants  of  Sutton  and  Millbury  have  recently  been  much 
alarmed  by  the  appearance  of  a  very  singular  and  fatal  epidemic.  It 
commenced  about  the  first  of  the  present  month  in  the  town  of  Sutton, 
since  which  time  it  has  proved  fatal  in  15  cases,  11  of  which  were  boys 
from  4  to  17  years  of  age.  There  has,  as  yet,  been  no  case  of  complete 
recovery,  and  new  cases  are  almost  every  day  occurring.  It  has  general- 
ly proved  fatal  in  from  one  to  three  days.  One  case  terminated  fatally  in 
13  hours,  and  another  in  10,  and  a  few  have  lingered  from  12  to  14  days, 
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before  death  has  come  to  their  relief.  There  are  no  premonitory  symp- 
toms, the  disease  commencing  at  once  with  most  excruciating  pain  in  the 
head  and  limbs,  soon  followed  by  delirium,  which  is,  in  many  instances,  of 
the  raving  kind,  rendering  it  necessary  to  make  use  of  force  to  prevent 
the  patients  from  injuring  themselves.  This  stage  of  the  disease  is  soon 
followed  by  collapse,  in  which,  death  has  generally  taken  place.  Those 
who  survive  this  stage  of  the  disease,  if  able  to  speak,  still  complain  of 
severe  pain  in  the  head  and  limbs.  Some,  however,  are  entirely  deprived 
of  consciousness.  Their  muscles  now  become  extremely  rigid,  especial- 
ly those  of  the  neck.  The  head  is,  in  consequence  of  this,  drawn  back- 
wards, and  the  patient  is  incapable  of  bending  it  forward.  He  is  extreme- 
ly restless,  constantly  changing  his  position,  and  moaning  as  if  suffering 
extreme  pain. 

The  disease  has,  as  yet,  been  confined  to  very  narrow  limits,  extending 
over  only  the  northerly  part  of  Sutton  and  easterly  part  of  Millbury. 

An  extremely  mortal  disease,  corresponding  in  all  its  features,  to  the 
one  described,  broke  out  in  France  and  Ireland,  in  1844  and  '45,  eighty 
per  cent  of  the  cases  proving  fatal.  It  was  then  ascertained,  by  post 
mortem  examination,  to  be  a  disease  of  the  investing  membranes  of  the 
brain  and  spinal  cord,  and  was  consequently  termed  cerebrospinal  menin- 
gitis. The  morbid  appearances,  as  far  as  investigations  have  been  made 
of  the  Sutton  epidemic,  correspond  precisely  with  that  of  France  and 
Ireland. 

The  cause  of  this  truly  terrific  disease  is,  as  yet,  involved  in  obscurity  ; 
and  the  various  modes  of  treatment  that  have  hitherto  been  adopted  have, 
almost  necessarily,  proved  unavailing,  as  the  disease  assails,  in  its  first 
accession,  the  very  centre  of  animal  existence,  and,  we  can  only  hope, 
that  a  merciful  Providence  will  soon  interpose  to  arrest  its  further  pro- 
gress. S. 

Providence,  March  26th,  1849. 


CHARACTERS  OF  THE  URINE  IN  BRIGHT'S  DISEASE. 

BY    A.    B.    GARROD,    M.    D. 

"  In  the  early  stages,  or  acute  form  of  this  disease,  albumen  appears  to 
be  thrown  out,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  urinary  constituents,  and  with 
it  we  frequently  find  the  coloring  principles  or  globules  of  the  blood. — 
Hence  the  specific  gravity  is  usually  high,  the  amount  of  secretion  dimin- 
ished, and  frequently  a  deposit  of  urates  takes  place  on  the  cooling  of 
the  fluid.  Even  in  this  stage,  however,  the  urea  is  deficient  ;  at  least, 
the  total  amount  eliminated  in  the  twenty-four  hours  ;  and  this  principle 
is  found  to  be  retained  in  the  blood.  As  the  disease  advances  and  be- 
comes chronic,  the  character  of  the  urinary  secretion  greatly  alters,  the 
albumen  often  becomes  less  in  amount,  and  the  total  quantity  of  solids  is 
also  much  diminished  ;  and  hence  the  urine  is  of  low  specific  gravity,  pa- 
ler in  color,  and  generally  slightly  opaline,  an  appearance  due  to  the  sus- 
pension of  certain  insoluble  matters  consisting  of  the  cylindrical   lining 
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of  the  urinary  tubules,  fat  globules,  epithelium  scales,  &c.  These,  by 
standing,  form  a  light  flocculent  deposit.  The  persistence  of  these  bo- 
dies in  the  urine  may  be  almost  regarded  as  pathognomonic  of  the  dis- 
ease ;  although,  temporarily,  they  may  occur  in  any  affection  in  which 
there  exists  an  irritated  or  congested  condition  of  the  kidneys.  The 
quantity  of  urea  excreted  in  the  twenty-four  hours  is  generally  very  de- 
ficient, and  its  relative  amount,  compared  with  the  total  solids,  is  also 
much  lessened.  It  is  in  these  cases  that  we  find  abundance  of  urea  in 
the  blood  and  effused  fluids,  the  kidneys  having  lost  their  power  of  elim- 
inating this  body.  The  amount  of  watery  excretion  may  be  either  large 
or  small  Sometimes  it  considerably  exceeds  the  normal  average,  at  oth- 
ers it  falls  far  short  of  it,  and  in  the  last  stages  the  urinary  secretion  may 
be  totally  suppressed.  In  the  following  table  two  analyses  are  seen,  tak- 
en from  Becquerel,  showing  the  amount  and  characters  of  the  urine  in 
two  cases  of  the  disease.  i  n 

Amount  of  urine  in  twenty-four  hours         ...      28  oz.     78  oz. 
Specific  gravity 

Water. 
Urea 

Uric  acid  . 
Extractives 
Fixed  salts 
Albumen  . 

1000.0     1000.0 

"  Albumen  is  stated  occasionally  to  occur  in  the  urine  after  the  inges- 
tion of  certain  articles  of  diet,  as  pastry  ;  also  after  (he  administration  of 
mercury,  and  the  application  of  blisters  of  cantharides.  Of  the  power 
of  the  first-named  cause  I  have  never  seen  an  example,  and  that  mercury 
by  no  means  frequently  produces  such  a  state  of  urine  I  have  had  ample 
proof  although,  in  Bright's  disease,  salivation  is  often  readily  produced 
by  this  mineral,  which  may  have  led  to  the  opinion  of  its  having  caused 
the  presence  of  the  albumen  in  the  fluid.  The  application  of  blisters  ap- 
pears sometimes  to  cause  albuminous  urine,  probably  from  irritating  the 
kidneys,  and  we  know  that  hasmaturia  also  is  at  times  thus  produced." 

[Lancet.] 
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STATE  OF  THE  INTERNAL  SURFACE  OF  THE  UTERUS  AFTER 

DELIVERY. 


BY      DR.      COLIN. 


The  researches  of  this  author  have  led  him  to  the  following  conclu- 
sions, regarding  the  state  of  the  internal  surface  of  the  uterus  after  the 
expulsion  of  the  mature  ovum.  They  agree  with  the  doctrines  of  Shar- 
pey,  Coste,  &c,  and  we  believe  them  to  be  well-founded. 

I.     It  is  not  the  case  that,  after  delivery,  the  internal  layer  of  the  mus- 
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cular  tissue  of  the  uterus  is  laid  bare.  2.  A  vascular  membranous  layer 
is  retained,  and  covers  the  muscular  tissue.  3  This  layer  does  not  differ 
from  the  decidua  vera,  or,  in  other  words,  the  uterine  mucous  membrane. 
4.  This  layer  is  not  carried  away  with  the  lochiae,  nor  destroyed  even 
when  the  discharges  are  purulent.  5.  Some  flakes  of  membrane,  prob- 
ably detached  during  labor,  are  sometimes  discharged  with  the  first  of 
the  lochiae  ;  but  the  essential  vascular  part  remains.  6.  This  part  is  the 
seat  of  the  process  set  up  to  re-produce  the  perfect  internal  membrane  of 
the  uterus.  7.  Purulent  lochias,  instead  of  resulting  from  the  disorcfan- 
ization  of  this  layer,  are  the  consequence  of  the  reparatory  process  set 
up  in  it.  8.  This  layer  regains  its  natural  mucous  constitution  twenty 
or  thirty  days  after  labor.  9.  The  new  mucous  membrane  is,  at  first, 
pulpy,  thicker,  and  more  vascular  than  normally.  10.  From  this  time 
its  elements  recontract  ;  and  11.  About  the  sixtieth  or  seventieth  day  it 
has  regained  its  own  proper  condition.  [L*  Union  Medicale,  29  Aug., 
1S48. 


USES  OF  BILE  IN  THE  ECONOMY. 

BY    ALF.    B.    GARROD,    M.    D.,    LONDON. 

Is  the  bile  a  secretion  or  excretion  :  or  is  it  partly  one  and  partly  the 
other  ?  Until  very  recently,  it  was  the  opinion  of  most  physiologists 
that  it  was  altogether  an  excretory  fluid,  but  that,  previous  to  its  being 
thrown  out  with  the  fasces,  it  performed  certain  important  offices,  espec- 
ially in  the  process  of  digestion.  However,  from  the  analyses  of  Berzel- 
ius  and  others,  it  appears  that  the  healthy  excrements  contain  little  or 
none  of  what  we  have  termed  true  bile,  although  the  coloring  matter, 
fatty  substances,  and  cholesterine  belonging  to  the  fluid  are  found  in  them. 
This  would  seem  to  show,  that,  after  having  been  poured  out  into  the  duo- 
denum, it  became  again  absorbed  in  the  system,  and  otherwise  eliminated. 
Liebig  is  of  opinion,  that,  when  so  re-absorbed,  it  acts  as  fuel  for  the  res- 
piratory process,  and  thus  becomes  resolved  into  carbonic  acid  and  wa- 
ter, which  are  thrown  out  by  the  lungs  and  skin,  and  anitrogenized  pro- 
duct (perhaps  urea),  which  is  eliminated  by  the  kidneys.  Omitting  the 
sulphur  in  the  constitution  of  bile,  we  can  readily  see  how  an  oxydizing 
process  would  convert  the  true  bile  into  these  compounds.  The  existence 
of  sulphur  does  not  offer  any  difficulty,  as  we  know  that  much  more  sul- 
phuric acid  is  contained  in  the  urine  than  taken  in  with  the  food  ;  and 
again,  we  shall  find  that  a  non-oxydized  sulphur  substance  also  exists  in 
that  fluid. 

With  regard  to  the  action  of  bile  in  the  process  of  digestion,  many 
views  have  at  times  been  entertained,  but  even  at  the  present  day  we  are 
by  no  means  in  possession  of  very  accurate  knowledge.  Sir  B.  Brodie, 
from  his  experiments,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  bile  does  not  exert 
much  influence  in  digestion. 

Tiedemann  and  Gmelin  have  also  arrived  at  similar  results,  viz.  that, 
when  the  supply  of  bile  is  cast  off,  digestion  proceeds    as  usual,  that  the 
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contents  of  both  large  and  small  intestines  are  the  same,  and  that  the 
bile  is  not  essential  to  the  formation  of  chyle,  which,  however,  was  then 
perfectly  clear,  and  not,  as  is  usually  the  case,  turbid  from  the  suspension 
of  fat,  &c.  Schwann,  from  his  investigations,  concludes  that  the  bile  is 
indispensable  to  life,  and  that,  when  it  does  not  flow  into  the  intestines, 
the  animal,  after  a  few  days,  begins  to  lose  flesh,  soon  exhibits  all  the 
symptoms  of  inanition,  and  death  ensues  It  is  also  well  known  .that  the 
presence  of  a  portion  of  the  bile  is  necessary  to  cause  the  proper  action 
of  the  intestinal  canal;  for,  when  the  flow  into  the  duodenum  is  impeded, 
as  in  jaundice,  constipation  is  a  very  constant  symptom. 

Enderlincr,  when  analyzing  the  ash  derived  from  incinerating  the  con- 
tents of  different  parts  of  the  alimentary  canal  of  a  hare,  found  that  the 
duodenal  portion  only  gave  indications  of  the  presence  of  a  carbonate, 
which  would  appear  to  show  that  that  part  only  contained  an  organic 
compound  united  with  a  base.  Liebig  found  that,  when  bile  is  administered 
in  the  form  of  an  enema,  it  becomes  absorbed  ;  and  that  it  is  afterwards 
consumed  by  the  oxydizing  power  of  the  blood,  is  rendered  evident  by 
the  fact  that  it  is  not  found  in  the  urine,  although  mineral  salts  thrown 
up  at  the  same  time  become  eliminated  by  that  excretion.  From  these 
facts,  I  think  we  may  conclude, 

1st,  That  the  bile  is  partly  a  secretion,  partly  an  excretion,  the  only 
excretory  portion  being  that  which  we  have  spoken  of  as  not  forming 
the  essential  part  of  the  fluid. 

2d,  That  the  bile  plays  an  important  part  in  digestion,  but  that  the 
manner  in  which  it  acts  is  not  understood. 

3d,  That  the  true  bile  becomes  re-absorbed,  probably  in  the  duodenum, 
for  it  is  not  found  in  the  fasces  in  health  ;  nor,  from  Enderling's  experi- 
ments, does  it  appear  to  exist  in  any  portion  of  the  canal,  except  the  duo- 
denum. 

4th,  That  after  its  re-absorption  it  is  probably  consumed  in  the  respi- 
ratory function,  as  Liebig's  experiments  prove  that  it  is  not  eliminated  as 
such  by  the  urinary  secretion.      [Lectures  in  Lancet.] 
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BY    PROF.    I.    M.    COMINGS. 

The  particular  function  of  this  organ  has  attracted  the  attention  of 
physiologists  for  along  time,  and  they  have  advanced  various  theories  re- 
specting its  use  and  economy. 

From  the  visionary  idea  of  Bishop  Paley,  that  it  was  merely  an  article 
of  packing,  or  a  substance  to  occupy  a  space  otherwise  void,  to  the  more 
modern  and  ingenious  theory,  that  it  is  a  resevoir  of  blood  driven  from 
the  surface  in  chills  during  the  cold  stage  of  fever,  or  that  it  is  a  ner- 
vous ganglion,  various  notions  have  had  their  run  :  but  none  of  them 
seem  to  have  so  much  philosophy  and  common  sense,  as  the  one  we  are 
about  to  advance. 

That  persons  have  lived,  and  enjoyed  health,  after  the  spleen  has  been 
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excised,  is  true  ;  and  hence,  some  have  inferred  that  it  is  of  little  impor- 
tance in  the  system  ;  but,  from  some  ideas  which  have  lately  been  ad- 
vanced, we  think  more  rational  notions  are  about  to  obtain  respecting  its 
office. 

It  is  thought  that  a  given  quantity  of  blood  is  sent  from  the  spleen  to 
the  stomach  during  the  digestion  of  food.  When  the  stomach  is  empty 
and  collapsed,  its  arteries  being  likewise  collapsed,  the  blood  passes  into 
the  spongy  texture  of  the  spleen,  so  constituted  and  situated,  as  to  be 
ready  to  receive  it.  On  the  contrary,  when  the  stomach  is  distended 
with  food,  its  elongated  arteries  admit  the  blood  freely  ;  and,  consequent- 
ly-, the  spleen,  from  being  fully  distended,  collapses,  and  contains  less 
blood.  The  spleen  thus  performs  the  office  of  a  millpond,  by  receiving 
the  surplus  of  the  stream,  when  not  required  for  the  mill — the  stomach  ; 
and,  by  this  contrivance,  the  quantity  of  venous  blood,  sent  to  the  liver, 
from  the  two  organs,  does  not  fluctuate. 

It  is  evident  also,  that,  during  digestion,  the  stomach  requires  an  ex- 
traordinary supply  of  nervous  energy,  as  well  as  an  increase  in  the  sup- 
ply of  blood.  The  spleen  seems  wonderfully  to  afford  this  ;  for,  if  the 
blood  were  suddenly  withdrawn  from  the  general  circulation  in  the  sys- 
tem, it  would  so  weaken  the  human  organism,  as  to  incapacitate  man  for 
any  exertion  after  a  meal.  The  wisdom  of  the  Creator  is  the  more  con- 
spicuous in  this,  as  we  require  food,  when  the  system  is  exhausted  ;  and, 
were  the  necessary  supply  of  blood  to  be  drawn  from  the  general  circula- 
tion, just  when  most  needed,  extreme  debility  would  ensue. 

We  conclude,  therefore,  that  the  spleen  and  the  liver  are  organs 
whose  functions  are  intimately  connected  ; — that  they  both  are  particular- 
ly active  during  the  process  of  digestion  ;  and  that,  while  the  one  affords 
the  bile  in  copious  quantities,  the  other  affords  the  material  of  which  the 
bile  is  composed,  and  supports  the  draft  on  the  system  made  by  the  secre- 
tion of  gastric  juice. 

Worcester,  March,  1849. 


MORTALITY  OF  INFANTS. 

BY    PROF.    I.    M.    COMINGS. 

Can  our  readers  see  any  connexion  between  the  mortality  spoken  of, 
in  the  remarks  from  Dr.  Dunglison,  in  the  following  quotation,  and  the 
remedy  so  frequently  administered  1     Judge  ye. 

On  the  37th  page  of  the  last  edition  of  his  Therapeutics,  we  read  the 
following  : — "  Under  two  years  of  age,  large  quantities  of  mercury  may 
be  given  without  the  supervention  of  the  ordinary  effects  of  the  medicine 
on  the  system.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  salivate  a  child  under  two 
years  of  age  ;  and  yet,  at  three,  and  afterwards,  it  is  easy.  This  must  be 
dependent  upon  some  singular  evolution, — some  different  condition  of 
the  absorbent  function,  which  is  inappreciable  in  the  present  state  of  our 
knowledge.     The  mortality,  at  this  period  of  existence,    is  very  great, — 
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one  third  of  the  whole  number  of  deaths  in  our  cities,  occurring  under 
two  years  of  age." 

After  reading  this  extract,  who  can  help  associating  the  mortality  of 
these  infants,  with  the  frequent  and  almost  universal  use  of  calomel,  in 
the  treatment  of  infantile  forms  of  disease  ;  and  how  natural  for  us  to  in- 
fer, that,  if  this  poison  does  not  produce  salivation,  it  must  havea  most 
deleterious  effect  upon  the  delicate  organization  of  that  young  frame? — 
When  will  great  and  learned  men  cease  to  be  biassed  by  education  and 
preconceived  theories  ? 

Worcester,  April,  1849. 


MEETING  OE  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  WORCESTER  MED- 
ICAL INSTITUTION. 

In  accordance  with  a  notice  previously  given,  the  Trustees  of  the 
Worcester  Medical  Institution  convened  at  the  residence  of  Calvin  New- 
ton, M.  D.,  on  the  26th  of  March,  1849.  After  completing  their  organ- 
ization, by  the  election  of  the  necessary  officers,  they  proceeded  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  their  board,  by  electing  gentlemen  from  different 
portions  of  the  New-England  and  other  States. 

The  various  items  of  business  incident  to  similar  organizations,  were 
harmoniously  disposed  of,  and  the  following  arrangements  of  a  general 
character  adopted. 

A  Board  of  Censors,  consisting  of  seven  members,  was  elected  ;  and 
these,  in  connexion  with  the  Faculty,  constitute  the  examining  Com- 
mittee, before  whom  the  candidates  for  graduation  are  to  be  examined. 

Stephen  Cutler,  M.  D.,  was  elected  general  agent  for  the  College, 
to  procure  subscriptions  and  collect  those  already  obtained,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  purchasing  a  lot,  erecting  buildings,  and  defraying  the  expense 
of  the  means  of  illustration  in  the  different  departments. 

Walter  Burnham,  M.  D.,  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  was  elected  Prof,  of  Anat- 
omy and  Surgery. 

The  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  was,  by  a  vote  of  the  Board,  con- 
ferred on  Prof.   E.  M.  Parritt  of  Wooster,  Ohio. 

A  general  feeling  of  lively  interest  was  manifested,  which  augured  well 
for  future  operations.  Although  the  notice  given  was  necessarily  short, 
yet  the  attendance  was  quite  general.  It  is  extremely  gratifying,  after 
years  of  labor,  to  finally  see  an  organization  effected,  on  a  permanent 
basis,  which  will  give,  to  the  Physo-Medical  system,  an  impetus  and  tone 
so  necessary  to  its  success.  Our  friends,  in  New-England,  and  indeed, 
in  all  the  States,  will  now  see  the  importance  of  prompt  and  liberal  con- 
tributions. Large  and  necessary  expenses  must  be  immediately  incurred  ; 
and,  although  the  subscriptions  already  obtained  are  flattering,  yet  more, 
much  more  is  necessary,  in  order  to  furnish  those  ample  means  of  in- 
struction, upon  which  the  success  of  the  Institution  depends. 

Ours  is  a  New-England  enterprize :  and  we  shall  now  see  whether  New- 
England  liberality  is  equal  to  the  emergencv.     We  feel  confident  it  is. 

[Ed.  Jour.]. 
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AN  ADDRESS, 


Delivered  before  the  Bay  State  Medical  Reform  Association  at  its  Meeting  in  Boston, 

Jan.  4th.  1849. 

BY    WALTER    BURNHAN,   M.  D. 


In  tracing  the  history  of  the  science  of  medicine,  from  its  scanty  sources 
in  the  most  remote  periods  of  society,  we  observe  its  course  gradually 
augmented  by  the  stores  of  Grecian  and  Roman  learning  then  obscured  by 
the  darkness  of  the  middle  ages,  and  again  bursting  forth  in  the  copious 
and  almost  overwhalmino-  streams  of  modern  literature. 

The  improvements  in  this  scienee,  it  may  be  observed,  have,  in  all 
time,  been  nearly  in  proportion  to  the  advancement  of  the  other  arts  of 
life,  and  to  the  gradual  progress  of  knowledge  on  all  subjects  intimately 
connected  with  our  existence  or  welfare. 

The  art  of  medicine  was  first  taught,  with  any  degree  of  success,  in 
Egy  pt,  and  there  advanced  so  far  as  to  become  a  distinct  profession. 
But,  with  the  Egyptians  the  art  of  medicine  was  entrusted  entirely  to  the 
hands  of  their  priests.  It  would,  also,  seem  that,  among  the  Jews  and 
Greeks  who  are  supposed  to  have  borrowed,  from  the  Egyptians,  many 
of  their  institutions,  their  priests  were  at  the  same  time  their  physicians  ; 
and  it  appears  that  the  art,  at  this  period,  consisted,  in  a  great  measure, 
in  the  employment  of  magical  incantations,  and  this  has  been,  in  all 
cases,  the  first  step  in  the  art  of  medicine,  if  it   may  be  so  called,  and 
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its  efficacy  must  have  been  in  exact  proportion  to  the  ignorance  and 
superstition  of  the  people  on  whom  it  was  exercised.  Tracing  the  pro- 
gress of  medical  knowledge  from  the  Egyptians  to  Greece,  we  will  there 
follow  its  progress  from  the  period  of  its  first  introduction  into  the  re- 
mote ages, until  it  acquired  the  rank  of  a  science  under  the  genius  of 
Hippocrates.  It  was  not  until  at  a  late  period  approaching  the  Trojan 
war,  that  we  find  the  names  of  actual  personages  who  practiced  medicine 
in  Greece.  The  first  native  of  Greece  who  is  spoken  of  as  having  in- 
troduced the  art  of  practicing  medicine  among  his  countrymen  was 
Chiron,  who  lived  about  thirteen  hundred  years  before  the  Christian 
iEra ;  and,  although  Chiron  has  the  reputation  of  having  introduced  the 
art  of  medicine  into  Greece,  it  is  to  his  pupil  iEsculapius  that,  by  common 
consent  of  antiquity,  is  ascribed  the  merit  of  having  first  devoted  himself 
to  the  cultivation  of  medicine  as  a  science,  and  of  having  made  it  a 
distinct  object  of  pursuit. 

The  improvements  which  he  made,  were  so  considerable  in  the  art,  as 
to  have  induced  his  countrymen,  after  his  death,  to  pay  him  divine  honors, 
to  designate  him  as  the  God  of  Physic,  to  erect  temples  to  him  in  the 
various  parts  of  Greece,  and  to  derive  his  origin  from  Apollo  himself. 
His  history,  when  divested  of  all  the  fabulous  appendages  that  were  at- 
tached to  it  by  his  contemporaries,  shows  that  he  was  of  illegitimate 
birth,  and,  in  consequence,  was  exposed  in  his  infancy,  when  he  was 
accidentally  discovered  by  a  shepherd,  and  placed  under  the  care  of 
Chiron.  His  death  is  said  to  have  been  cansed  by  the  jealousy  of  Pluto, 
in  consequence  of  the  number  of  persons  whom  he  rescued  from  the 
grave.  According  to  the  custom  of  that  age,  he  transmitted  his  profes- 
sion to  his  sons  Machaon  and  Podalirius,  who  accompanied  the  Greeks 
in  their  Trojan  expedition,  and  are  celebrated  for  their  medical  skill. 
But,  from  the  best  authority  we  have  of  their  practice,  it  appears  that 
their  remedies  were  mostly  for  surgical  purposes  and  the  treatment 
of  wounds.  At  this  period,  the  practice  of  medicine  remained  for  a  consid- 
erable time  hereditary  in  the  family  of  JEsculapius,and,  in  a  great  measure, 
confined  to  it.  His  descendants  obtained  the  name  of  Asclepiades. 
They  were  the  priests  of  his  temples  and  presided  over  and  directed  the 
rites  and  ceremonies.  These  temples,  indeed,  became  a  species  of 
capitals,  to  which  patients  resorted,  from  all  quarters,  for  the  relief  of 
the  diseases  with  which  they  were  affected. 

But  scanty  and  imperfect  as  is  our  knowledge  of  the  state  of  medicine 
in  the  age  of  JSsculapius,  after  his  death  and  that  of  his  sons  Machaon 
and  Podalirius,  we  have  a  long  period,  extending  even  to  several  centuries, 
during  which  we  have  still  less  information  respecting  the  history  and 
progress  of  the  science.  We  have  not  a  single  improvement  recorded  as 
having  taken  place  during  this  long  interval ;  nor  have  we  the  names  of  any 
individuals  who  were  of  sufficient  eminence  to  be  distinguished  above  their 
contemporaries.  And,  after  several  centuries  had  elapsed,  during  which 
the  practice  of  medicine  continued  altogether  in  the  hands  of  the  priest- 
hood and  under  their  control,  it  had  remained  nearly  stationary.  It  had 
been  exercised,  for  the  most  part,  either  for  the  purpose  of  direct  emolu- 
ment, or  for  the  still  more  selfish  purpose  of  maintaining  their  influence 
over  the  minds  of  the  people,  when  it  began  to  be  cultivated  by  a  different 
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description  of  persons  much  more  likely  to  produce  a  spirit  of  improve- 
ment and  from  whom  in  reality  it  derived  its  first  impulse. 

About  six  hundred  years  before  the  Christian  yEra,  the  first  genuine 
principles  of  philosophy  made  their  appearance  in  Greece  ;  and,  among 
other  topics  which  then  became  the  subject  of  investigation,  the  powers 
and  functions  of  the  human  body  were  examined  with  considerable  atten- 
tion. This  led  to  an  inquiry  into  the  nature  and  cause  of  diseases  and 
to  the  means  of  their  removal  ;  and,  though  a  long  period  elapsed  before 
much  actual  advance  was  made  in  the  knowledge  of  pathology  or  of  the 
practice  of  medicine,  yet  we  observe  a  more  correct  mode  of  reasoning, 
and  may  perceive  that  the  strong  holds  of  mystery  and  superstition, 
although  not  destroyed,  were  at  least  in  some  degree  weakened.  Pyth- 
agoras was  the  first  of  whom  we  have  any  account,  who  devoted  a  large 
portion  of  his  life  to  the  pursuit  of  natural  knowledge;  and  to  him  may 
be  accredited  considerable  advances  in  the  knowledge  of  the  structure 
and  actions  of  the  human  frame.  He  was  the  first  of  whom  we  have  any 
account,  who  practiced  dissection  of  the  bodies  of  animals,  from  which 
he  acquired  a  degree  of  acquaintance  with  anatomy,  which  he  taught  to 
a  large  assemblage  of  students,  who  came  from  all  parts  of  Greece  and 
Italy  to  Crotona,  where  he  established  the  first  medical  school  which 
was  connected  with  other  scientific  researches.  Some  of  his  pupils  were 
among  the  most  celebrated  philosophers  of  that  and  the  succeeding  age. 
Among  these  was  Hippocrates.  During  the  interval  from  Pythagoras  to 
Hippocrates,  there  are  few  names  that  require  any  particular  notice  as 
improvers  in  the  science  of  medicine.  But  Hippocrates  effected  a  com- 
plete revolution  in  the  science,  and  introduced  a  system  which  may  be 
considered  as  having  laid  a  foundation  for  all  its  future  improvements. 
His  contemporaries  and  successors  were  so  sensible  of  his  merits,  that 
he  acquired  from  them  the  title,  which  he  has  since  retained,  of  Father 
of  Medicine ;  and  the  science  is  probably  more  indebted  to  his  genius 
and  ability  than  to  that  of  any  single  individual.  Hippocrates  is  reputed 
to  have  been  a  lineal  descendant,  in  the  18th  degree,  from  JEsculapius, 
and  may  therefore  be  supposed  to  have  been  devoted  to  his  profession 
from  an  early  period  of  his  life,  according  to  the  usages  of  that  age.  He 
is  mentioned  with  great  respect  by  Plato,  Celsus,  Pliny,  and  Galen.  In 
Italy,  Germany,  and  France,  where  learning  first  began  to  revive,  all  of 
the  most  illustrious  and  scientific  men,  however  they  might  differ  in  their 
opinions  and- practice,  coincided  in  regarding  Hippocrates  with  equal 
respect,  and  gave  him  the  credit  of  having  placed  the  study  of  medicine 
on  its  correct  basis. 

Hippocrates  transmitted  his  profession  to  his  sons  Thessalus  and 
Draco;  and  from  them  it  continued  to  descend  in  a  direct  hereditary 
line  for  many  successive  generations.  Thessalus  and  Draco,  with  their 
brother-in-law  Polybus,  are  considered  as  the  founders  of  the  first  medical 
sect  which  was  established  upon  rational  principles.  It  obtained  the 
name  of  Hippocratean,  or  dogmatic  school  or  sect,  because  it  professed 
to  set  out  with  certain  principles  which  were  derived  from  the  generaliza- 
tion of  facts  and  observation,  and  to  make  these  principles  the  basis  of 
practice.  At  this  period,  besides  those  who  were  descendants  of  the 
Asclepiades,  two  Grecian  philosophers    might   be  mentioned   as   having 
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made  many  improvements  and  accessions  to  the  science  of  medicine, 
one  of  which,  Aristotle,  was  the  first  who  published  any  regular  treatise 
on  comparative  anatomy  and  physiology. 

The  next  circumstance  in  the  progress  of  the  history  of  medical  science 
is  the  establishment  of  the  school  and  library  of  Alexandria,  about  three 
hundred  years  before  the  Christian  iEra,  where  the  science  of  medicine 
was  cultivated  with  peculiar  assiduity;  and  we  owe  some  of  its  very 
essential  improvements  to  its  Professors.  It  was  at  this  school  where 
dissection  of  the  human  subject  was  first  practised.  Soon  after  the 
establishment  of  this  school  there  was  made  a  division  of  the  practice  of 
medicine  into  distinct  professions,  which  were  exercised  by  different 
individuals,  viz.,  Dietetics,  Pharmacy ,  and  Surgery.  Dietetics  com- 
prehended all  the  management  of  the  general  health  of  the  patient  and 
the  prescription  of  remedies.  Pharmacy  included,  not  only  the  com- 
pounding of  medicines,  but  many  surgical  operations.  To  the  surgeon 
belonged  the  treatment  of  surgical  diseases  and  the  performance  of 
capital  operations. 

For  some  centuries  the  school  of  Alexandria  produced  many  learned 
men,  not  only  in  medicine,  but  in  the  other  sciences,  and  contributed  to 
the  advancement  of  knowledge  even  at  the  period  of  the  decline  of 
Grecian  literature.  But,  at  this  period,  we  are  told  by  Pliny,  that,  for 
six  hundred  years,  Rome  was  without  physicians.  He,  also,  informs  us, 
that  medicine  was  introduced  into  Rome  at  a  later  period  than  most  of 
the  other  sciences  and  arts,  and  that  the  practice  of  it  had  been  expressly 
prohibited  by  the  citizens,  and  its  professors  banished. 

Asclepiades  was  succeeded  in  his  professional  reputation,  by  Themison 
of  Laodicea,  who  had  the  honor  of  founding  what  was  called  the  Methodic 
sect  in  medicine.  The  theory  of  the  Methodics  contemplates  the  solids 
as  the  seat  and  cause  of  disease,  which  is  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
theory  of  Hippocrates,  who  traced  the  primary  cause  of  disease  to  the 
affection  of  the  fluids,  giving  rise  to  what  was  called  the  humoral 
pathology. 

For  some  time  after  the  death  of  Themison,  the  opinions  of  the 
Methodics  were  generally  adopted  in  Rome,  and  almost  superceded  those 
of  the  Dogmatists  and  Empirics.  Near  this  time  Celsus  made  many 
additions  and  improvements  in  the  science  of  medicine  and  surgery. 
Celsus  was  the  first  native  Roman  physician  whose  name  has  been  trans- 
mitted to  us.  Before  his  time  all  those  who  arrived  to  any  degree  of 
eminence  were  either  Greeks  or  Asiatics.  Immediately  succeeding 
Celsus,  we  have  the  valuable  additions  of  the  justly  celebrated  Pliny  to 
the  medical  works  of  that  age,  which  brings  us  down  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Christian  ^Era.  Though  Pliny  did  not  devote  his  time  to 
medical  works  alone,  yet  we  are  enabled  to  form  from  him  a  very  tolera- 
ble conception  of  the  state  of  medical  science,  in  the  age  in  which  he 
wrote. 

We  come  now  to  the  mention  of  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men 
that  ever  lived,  either  in  ancient  or  modern  times,  Galen.  He  possessed 
a  most  remarkable  character,  and  was  destined  to  form  an  era  in  the 
history  of  science  by  his  actual  improvements  and  observations.  Galen 
enjoyed,  from  his  birth,  every  natural  and  acquired  advantage  ;   and  the 


prof,  burnham's  address.  141 

works  which  he  has  left  behind  him,  amount  to  about  two  hundred  dis- 
tinct treatises,  directly  or  indirectly  connected  with  medicine,  and  they 
exhibit  a  great  extent  of  knowledge  on  all  the  subjects  of  which  he 
treats.  And  the  great  superiority  which  he  acquired  over  his  contem- 
poraries, appeared  to  repress  all  attempts  at  further  improvement.  Soon 
after  the  death  of  Galen,  Roman  literature  began  to  decline,  and  medi- 
cine, among  the  other  sciences,  began  to  feel  the  paralizing  influence; 
although,  from  certain  incidental  circumstances,  it  was  not  allowed  to 
remain  so  stationary  as  most  of  the  other  branches  of  science. 

iSince  the  death  of  Galen,  we  have  few  illustrious  names  and  no  dis- 
coveries to  record,  during  the  middle  ages  ;  and  mankind  then  seemed 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  progress  which  had  already  been  made  in  the 
science  of  medicine. 

About  the  middle  of  the  seventh  century  may  be  dated  the  termination 
of  the  Greek  school  of  medicine;  for,  after  this,  we  have  no  work 
written  in  this  language  which  has  claims  to  any  degree  of  merit. 

The  city  of  Alexandria  still  retained  its  reputation  for  the  great  school 
of  medicine,  and  other  institutions  favorable  to  the  cultivation  of  science. 
But,  actuated  by  the  genuine  spirit  of  blind  bigotry,  and  the  barbarous 
desire  to  eradicate  science  from  the  face  of  the  earth,  this  vast  library 
was  destroyed,  by  the  conquest  of  the  Arabians,  in  the  seventh  century. 
Notwithstanding,  however,  the  brutal  violence  of  the  invaders,  some 
books  escaped  the  general  wreck  of  literature  and  science  ;  and  there 
were  found  some  individuals  who  were  capable  of  estimating  their  value. 
Among  these  relics  were  the  writings  of  Galen,  which  were  translated 
into  the  Arabic  language. 

In  the  eighth  century,  tve  have  the  first  account  of  the  practice  of 
chemistry  as  a  distinct  pursuit,  which  originated  with  the  Arabians,  and 
by  them  was  made  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  medicine.  In  the 
ninth  century  we  have,  from  the  same  general  source,  the  first  description 
of  small  pox. 

The  next  accessions  of  much  importance  to  the  science  of  medicine 
were  from  the  writings  of  Rhazes  a  Persian  in  the  ninth,  and  Avicenna 
in  the  tenth  century.  But,  about  this  period,  terminated  the  Arabic 
school  of  medicine.  From  the  eighth  to  the  twelfth  cent  if  ry  was  the 
period  in  which  Europe  was  in  the  state  of  the  most  complete  barbarism 
and  superstition  ;  and,  of  course,  literature,  science,  and  the  cultivation 
of  the  fine  arts,  was  neglected  and  almost  forgotten.  For,  from  about 
three  hundred  years  after  the  extinction  of  the  Arabic  school  of  medicine 
or  up  to  the  fifteenth  century,  every  department  of  science  was  neglect- 
ed ;  and,  among  others,  that  of  medicine  fell  into  the  lowest  state  of 
degradation. 

But  it  was  about  this  period  that  medicine  began  to  revive  in  Europe; 
and,  into  the  schools  of  France  and  Spain,  was  now  introduced  a  prac- 
tice which  has  eventually  proved  of  the  greatest  importance  to  medical 
science  in  all  its  departments, — the  study  of  human  anatomy.  To 
Mondini,  a  professor  in  the  University  of  Bologna,  belongs  the  credit  of 
having  first  taught  human  anatomy  by  descriptions  immediately  drawn 
from  nature.  During  the  fifteenth  century  a  contest  between  what  may 
be  termed  the  Galenists  and  the  Chemists   agitated  the  whole  medical 
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world,  which  was  indeed  maintained  to  some  extent  through  the  six- 
teenth century ;  but,  as  literature  advanced,  it  was  conducted  upon 
more  rational  principles,  and  by  men  of  more  enlarged  and  enligh  ened 
views.  The  Galenists  were,  for  the  most  part,  more  scientific  and 
learned  than  their  adversaries.  They  consisted  of  the  professors  in  the 
different  Universities  of  Europe.  The  Chemists  were  the  bold  empirics 
of  the  day,  without  learning  or  experience  ;  but.  by  their  self-confidence 
and  temerity,  they  frequently  triumphed  over  their  adversaries.  The 
Materia  Medica  of  the  Galenists  was  principally  taken  from  the  vegeta- 
ble kingdom  ;  but,  in  many  instances,  they  destroyed  the  effect  of  many 
valuable  articles  by  compounding  together  a  great  number  having  a 
different  effect  from  each  other,  upon  the  human  system ;  while  the 
Chemists  introduced  and  made  a  free  use  of  many  of  the  most  powerful 
mineral  preparations.  By  degrees,  however,  the  Chemists  rendered 
themselves  more  worthy  of  the  public  estimation,  by  making  themselves 
better  acquainted  with  the  principles  and  practice  of  the  art.  But  there 
is  no  one  among  them,  who  was  sufficiently  distinguished  above  his 
fellows  to  deserve  a  place  in  the  improvements  in  medical  science.  Still, 
some  important  observations  were  made,  and  new  processes  were  in- 
vented, and  the  foundation  began  to  be  laid  for  the  more  enlightened 
views  of  others  in  the  succeeding  centurv. 

During  the  seventeenth  century,  great  advances  were  made  in  anatomy, 
by  Vesalius  and  others,  who  were  succeeded  by  the  discovery  of  the 
circulation  of  the  blood  by  the  immortal  Harvey,  and  of  the  absorbent 
system  by  Asselin,  Rudbeck,  and  Bartholin  ;  while  the  structure  and 
office  of  the  lungs  and  their  relation  to  the  action  of  the  heart  were 
explained  by  Malpighi,  Hooke,  Meyo,  and  their  associates.  About  the 
middle  of  the  seventeenth  century  the  science  of  medicine  was  finally 
placed  upon  a  correct  philosophical  basis,  by  the  genius  Boyle.  He 
correctly  regarded  it  as  an  investigation  into  the  change  of  properties 
which  bodies  experience  by  their  action  upon  each  other ;  and  he  pur- 
sued the  investigation,  by  an  accurate  examination  of  the  effects  which 
bodies  actually  produce  upon  each  other,  when  placed  within  the  sphere 
of  their  mutual  action.  What  may  with  propriety  be  called  chemistry 
now  advanced  into  the  state  of  a  science.  Physiology  also  claimed  a 
position  among  the  sciences.  I  might  here  mention  the  names  of  many 
truly  great  and  distinguished  men  who  devoted  their  energies  to  medi- 
cal science ;  but  my  limited  time  will  not  admit.  I  cannot,  however, 
with  propriety,  pass  over  the  names  of  Willis  and  Sydenham  of  England. 
Sydenham  can  scarcely  be  considered  inferior  to  any  who  had  lived 
before  him  ;  and  so  great  was  his  reputation  that  he  has  frequently  been 
styled  the  Hippocrates  of  England.  During  this  century,  many  illus- 
trious men  contributed,  in  an  eminent  degree,  to  improve  our  knowledge 
of  the  phenomena  of  disease,  and  the  effects  of  remedies  upon  it.  They 
were  men  who  rose  superior  to  the  spirit  of  the  age,  disregarding  the 
controversies  of  the  contendings  sects,  and  who  followed  the  inductive 
method  of  studying  medicine,  which  had  now  been  introduced  into 
philosophy  by  the  commanding  genius  of  Bacon. 

From  the  revival  of  letters  to  the  commencement  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  including  a  period  of  nearly  three  hundred  years,  the  principal 
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object  had  been  to  apply  to  medicine  the  same  scientific  principles 
which  had  been  found  successful  in  the  advancement  of  the  other  depart- 
ments of  philosophy.  The  most  distinguished  medical  writers  of  that 
period  had,  therefore,  employed  themselves  rather  in  collecting  opinions 
and  in  reasoning  npon  them,  than  in  examining  into  the  grounds  on 
which  these  opinions  had  been  formed.  But  the  age  of  mere  learning 
had  now  passed,  and  that  of  observation  and  experiment  commenced. 
Subsequently,  well  contrived  and  patiently  conducted  experiments  were 
performed  in  every  department  of  medical  and  physiological  science. 
Observations  were  made  with  more  minuteness,  and  recorded  with  more 
accuracy  ;  and,  by  the  improved  knowledge  of  chemistry  were  introduced 
the  most  important  reforms  into  pharmacy ;  and  the  discovery  of  various 
new  articles  of  the  Materia  Medica  gave  additional  and  powerful  means 
of  opposing  the  progress  of  disease. 

From  the  intimate  connection  between  the  doctrines  of  pathology, 
and  an  acquaintance  with  the  laws  of  the  animal  economy,  in  its  healthy 
and  perfect  state,  it  may  be  well  to  refer  to  the  improvements  which  this 
branch  of  medical  science  experienced,  at  this  time,  by  the  hitherto 
unrivalled  perseverance  of  Haller,  who  was  a  pupil  of  Boerhaave,  and, 
like  him,  possessed  a  great  thirst  for  knowledge,  a  correct  judgment, 
and  undeviating  candor  and  integrity. 

It  would  be  unjust  to  pass  here  the  name  of  one  who  rendered  the 
same  service  to  the  practice  of  medicine  that  Haller  did  to  physiology 
and  pathology.  Cullen  was  engaged,  during  the  greatest  part  of  a  long 
life,  as  a  teacher  in  some  of  the  branches  of  medicine,  first  in  Glasgow, 
and  afterwards  in  Edinburgh ;  and  no  one  perhaps  has  risen  to  greater 
eminence  or  left  a  higher  reputation  than  Cullen. 

During  the  eighteenth  century  the  science  of  medicine  underwent 
many  improvements  from  almost  all  parts  of  civilized  Europe.  There 
were  many  schools  established  in  different  parts  of  Europe,  and,  con- 
nected with  them,  some  of  the  most  eminent  medical  authors  in  the 
world. 

During  the  eighteenth  century,  also,  were  noticed  and  first  described 
many  new  diseases.  Among  them  were  some  of  the  most  contagious  or 
infectious  epidemics,  which  have  invaded  entire  cities  or  districts,  from 
unknown  or  obscure  causes,  and,  after  spreading  destruction  on  alj  sides, 
have  disappeared  from  causes  unascertained. 

Unlike  the  distinguished  writers  of  past  ages,  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  century,  the  prevailing  and  predominant  feeling  of 
the  most  enlightened  and  the  most  judicious  practitioners  has  been  to 
place  little  value  upon  theory,  and  to  devote  their  minds  almost  exclu- 
sively to  the  observation  of  facts.  France  may  justly  boast  of  her 
discoveries  in  pathology,  and  Germany  has  an  equal  claim  for  anatomical 
and  physiological  investigations  and  discoveries;  while  England  and 
America  have  exerted  their  talents  and  energies  in  the  discovery  of 
remedies,  and  their  adaptation  to  the  various  forms  of  disease. 

The  publication  of  periodical  works  might  be  mentioned,  as  having 
contributed  materially  to  the  improvement  of  medical  knowledge,  by 
bringing,  before  the  public,  the  occurrence  of  recent  events  in  an  inter- 
esting form,  and  thus,  by  exciting   attention  to  them,  as  having  tended 
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both  to  diffuse  and  to  increase  our  knowledge,  on  the  variety  of  subjects 
that  are  presented  before  us. 

In  the  early  settlement  of  the  American  colonies,  especially  in  New 
England,  the  practitioners  of  medicine  appear  to  have  been  the  clergy  ; 
and,  for  several  years,  the  functions  of  the  divine  and  the  physician  were 
performed  by  the  same  individual.  Of  course  the  science  received  but 
small  additions  or  improvements  from  that  source.  For  many  years, 
the  wilds  of  America  offered  few  or  no  attractions  except  lo  those  who 
had  failed  to  attain  respectability  or  employment  at  home. 

From  the  connection  subsisting  between  England  and  the  American 
colonies,  it  may  very  naturally  be  supposed,  that  the  same  general  doc- 
trines prevailed  in  both,  and  that  the  practice  was  essentially  the  same. 
Yet  the  colonial  physicians  are  entitled  to  the  credit  of  originating  some 
modes  of  practice  of  great  value  :  the  most  remarkable  of  which  is 
perhaps  the  treatment  of  small  pox  by  inoculation,  which  was  first  in- 
troduced by  a  clergyman,  Dr.  Cotton  Mather,  though  it  was  practiced 
in  England  and  Turkey,  during  the  same  year,  independent  of  the 
knowledge  or  practice  of  each  other.  The  treatment  of  croup,  upon 
correct  pathological  principles,  was  also  first  described  and  introduced 
in  this  country. 

The  first  medical  Lectures  given  in  America  were  in  1762,  by  Dr. 
Shippen  and  Dr.  Morgan  at  Philadelphia,  to  a  class  of  students  amount- 
ing to  12  in  number  ;  and,  in  1769,  the  first  regularly  organized  medical 
school  went  into  operation  at  that  place,  with  five  professors  connected 
with  it ;  but,  in  1775,  the  Lectures  were  suspended  by  the  war  of  the 
revolution.  Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  school  at  Philadelphia, 
measures  were  taken  for  extending  similar  advantages  to  students  of 
New  York  ;  and  a  full  Medical  Faculty  was  regularly  organized  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  Trustees  of  King's  College.  The  school 
opened  with  fair  prospects  for  the  elevation  of  the  character  of  our  pro- 
fession ;   but  the  progress  of  this  school,  too,  was  arrested  by  the  war. 

The  first  degree  of  M.  D.  was  conferred  on  one  gentleman  in  New 
York  in  1770  ;  and,  in  1771,  it  was  conferred  on  four  by  the  school  in 
Philadelphia.  During  the  Revolutionary  war  the  medical  profession 
stood  firm  in  their  country's  cause,  and  nothing  was  done  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  medical  science  ;  but  all  the  energies  of  the  country  were 
directe/1  to  the  attainment  of  a  nation's  highest  hope  and  ambition. 

But  how  has  the  scene  changed  !  Instead  of  the  feeble  beginnino-s 
of  one  or  two  institutions,  medical  colleges  have  now  been  established 
in  almost  every  State  in  the  Union  ;  and  we  now  have  authors  which  we 
are  not  ashamed  to  mention  along  with  those  of  any  other  nation. 

From  the  brief  history  which  I  have  given  you  of  the  state  of  medical 
science,  since  it  has  had  any  claims  to  be  called  a  science,  or  since  it 
was  first  practised  by  the  Egyptians,  it  will  be  perceived,  that  it  has 
advanced  or  receded  in  exact  proportion  to  the  condition  of  general 
literature,  and  the  cultivation  of  the  other  sciences  and  the  arts  of  life. 
Perhaps  there  is  no  single  institution  which  can  contribute  more  towards 
the  improvement  of  our  profession,  towards  elevatingthe  standard  of  med- 
ical knowledge,  towards  a  professional  intellectual  cultivation  and  de- 
velopment, than  the  organization  of  a  well  grounded  medical  society. 


PROF.    BURNTHAM?S    ADDRESS,  145 

By  associating  ourselves  together,  we  can  enjoy  the  advantage  of  receiv- 
ing and  imparting  to  each  other  the  resources  of  the  combined  observa- 
tions of  the  whole. 

In  every  department  of  human  enterprize,  men  have  demonstrated 
their  ability  to  augment  their  power  by  association.  Intellectual  wealth 
may  be  imparted  without  impoverishing  the  giver,  and  association  thus 
increases  the  aggregate  fund,  without  diminishing  the  individual  store. 

There  can  be  little  doubt,  that  the  formation  of  a  State  Society,  for 
the  purpose  of  effecting  a  reformation  in  the  practice  of  medicine, 
based  upon  generous  and  high-minded  principles,  will  hav^  a  tendency 
to  elevate  the  standard  of  qualification  required  for  a  respectable  position 
as  a  practitioner  in  medicine.  ( 

But  I  would  not  be  understood  that  reading  or  reflection  alone  can 
make  a  good  physician.  He  must  add,  to  all  the  general  principles  of 
his  theory,  daily  habit  and  practice.  His  mind  must  be  continually 
stored  with  numerous  examples  and  illustrations,  to  guide  and  assist  his 
judgment,  He  maybe  well  grounded  in  the  principles  of  medicine; 
yet,  if  he  is  not  continually  exercised  in  prescribing  for  the  sick,  he  will 
be  often  confused,  by  the  complications  of  diseases  depending  upon  un- 
known causes.  This  is  an  age  of  uncommon  responsibilities  and. pecu- 
liar duties;  but,  if  the  well  educated  practitioner  in  medicine  cultivates 
a  sincere  and  anxious  desire  to  relieve  his  patients  of  whatever  evils 
oppress  them,  he  will  find  himself  assisted  in  his  practical  efforts,  and 
enriched  in  practical  resources,  and  he  will  have  the  privilege  of  feeling 
assured  that  he  is  useful. 

The  triumph  of  the  science  of  mind  over  matter  at  the  present  day  is 
giving  new  impulse  and  importance  to  all  the  products  of  human  indus- 
try. And  there  is  no  period  in  the  history  of  men  more  eventful,  for 
scientific  discoveries,  than  the  present.  The  discoveries  and  improve- 
ments in  medical  science  which  heralded  the  19th  century,  were  but  a 
prelude  to  the  advancements  and  discoveries  that  have  foilowedin  rapi  d 
succession. 

When  we  so  back  to  the  origin  of  medical  science,  and  trace  its 
varied  progress  through  all  its  fluctuating  fortunes,  we  find  that  its  several 
stages  of  infancy  and  adolescence  have  passed;  and,  though  improve- 
ment has  not  always  been  in  a  regular  advancement  of  light,  yet  pro- 
gress has  been  the  true  history  of  its  being.  The  facilities  for  the  wide 
diffusion  of  knowledge  have  given  a  spirit  of  enterprise  and  an  ardor  of 
research  throughout  the  land.  Former  discoveries  are  improved  upon, 
and  new  paths  and  fields  are  discovered  ;  and  the  splendid  march  of 
scientific  improvement  in  medical  knowledge  bids  fair  greatly  to  lessen 
the  sum  of  human  evil,  and  meliorate  the  condition  of  our  suffering 
fellow  men. 

Already  are  we,  in  this  country,  vying  with  Europe  in  the  higher 
departments  of  knowledge.  The  mind  of  our  nation  seems  to  have 
caught  the  contagion  of  the  classic  age  ;  and,  with  epidemic  energy,  is 
diffusing  itself  over  its  length  and  breadth  ;  and  this  advance  of  general 
knowledge  has  had  the  effect  to  elevate  the  standard  of  education.  As 
the  base  has  been  enlarged,  the  pyramid  has  been  raised  in  height ;  and 
the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when  the  opposing  elements  of  ignorance 
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and  knowledge,  liberty  and  despotism,  will  meet  in  a  decisive  struggle. 
The  history  of  the  world  shows,  that  despotism  and  ignorance,  freedom 
and  knowledge  are  twin  sisters.  They  have  always  been  united  and 
can  never  be  separated. 

Egypt  was  once  free,  but  it  was  when  the  orb  of  science  shed  its  light 
upon  her  pyramids  and  walls,  her  palaces  and  temples  as  monuments  of 
art  and  power.     Greece  was  once  free  ;   but  it  was  when  she  could  boast 
of  her  vast  erudition  and  profound   attention   to   letters,  of  the  father  of  j 
history  and  philosophy,  the  song  and   classic  soil  of  Homer,  the  land  of  j 
Pericles  irrigated  by  the  rich  streams  of  science,  the  grove  of  Plato,  the  j 
lyceum  of  Aristotle,  the  Porch  of  Zeno,  the   winding   walks  in  the  gar 
den  of  Epicurus,  the  hall  of  Lycurgus,' the  venerable  chamber  of  Solon,  | 
the  paintings  of  Appelles,  the  melting  strains  of  Sophocles,  the  resistless 
Demosthenes,  whose  burning  eloquence  kindled  a  patriotic  fiame  in  the 
hearts  of  the  brave.     Greece   was  free,   when   the   powers  of  her  mind 
were  cultivated,  when  memory,  taste,  and  feeling  had  an  ample  develop- 
ment,   and   a   vigorous   life.     Rome  was    mistress   of  the    world,   when  | 
wisdom    was    in   her   councils,   when    eloquence    lingered    on  her  lips, 
when  her  oratory  vibrated  on  the  breeze,  as  the  notes  of  the  harp  swept 
by  an  angel's  hand.     Our  country  is  free,  but  who  were  our  ancestors  l 
The  educated  of  England, — men  who  laid   the  broad  foundation  of  oi^r 
colleges,  academies,  and   schools, — men    whose    cultivated  intellects  de- 
vised and  put  into  execution  the   first  system   of  general   education  the 
world  ever  saw, —  men  whose  philosophy    could    control   the  artillery  of 
the  skies.     And  that  nation  whose  intellect  is  educated  will  as  surely  be  i 
free,  as  light  accompanies  the  sun.     Our    Constitution    was   built  upon 
this  broad  basis,  which,  beincr   removed,  tumbles  the  frail  fabric  to  the 
ground,  never  again  to  be  rebuilt.     And,  without  effort  and  improvement 
in  every  department  of  science,  we  must  deteriorate ;   and  it  is  not  to  be 
denied,  that  the  profession  of  medicine  is  far  behind  some  of  the  other 
departments  of  science  and  literature. 

The  wants  of  our  profession  demand  a  generation  of  scholars,  who 
are  not  idolaters  of  mammon,  but  who  can  feel  their  responsibilities 
as  members  of  a  noble  profession,  who  have  hearts  to  feel  and  intellects 
to  work  for  public  weal. 

The  physician  must  be  a  man  of  knowledge,  as  well  as  of  talent,  and 
a  man  who  attempts  to  treat  diseases  generally  without  a  sound  basis  of 
medical  knowledge  should  not  be  entitled  to  the  confidence  of  an  en- 
lightened public.  There  are  many  hanging  on  to  the  skirts  of  our 
noble  profession,  disgracing  it  by  their  blundering  ignorance,  who  are 
sent  unqualified  into  the  world  from  the  different  medical  schools,  with 
an  M.  D.  tacked  to  their  names, — licensed  to  practise  medicine  without 
skill,  or,  more  truly,  licensed  to  kill  their  fellow-creatures  with  impunity. 
But  let  it  not  be  said  of  this  association,  that  the  medical  character 
cannot  assume  its  .proper  elevation.  Rather  by  our  industry,  energy,  and 
improvement  in  scientific  principles,  let  us  be  prepared  to  go  forth  each 
in  our  proper  place  with  the  rightful  title  to  the  respect  of  our  fellow 
men;  and,  by  our  own  skilful  and  successful  practice,  be  able  to  vindi- 
cate the  scientific  claims  of  our  art,  and  to  elevate  the  reputation  of  the 
profession  of  the  Reformed  practice  of  medicine.     There  are  no  deep 
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mysteries  in  medical  practice,  requiring  supernatural  skill  to  unravel 
them.  Any  mind  of  ordinary  capacity  may  embrace  the  range  of  medi- 
cal science,  by  diligent  perseverance  in  study,  to  a  sufficient  extent,  for 
all  practical  purposes.  But  it  is  important,  that  every  practitioner  should 
acquaint  himself  with  the  elements  of  the  science  by  storing  his  mind 
with  the  leading  facts  ;  and  this  is  within  the  reach  of  any  one  who 
exerts  his  powers  faithfully  ;  though  it  can  be  accomplished  by  no  one 
who  does  not.  The  field  is  wide,  and  its  toils  are  abundant ;  but  the 
honors  are  ample.  And,  if  the  field  is  entered  with  an  earnest  purpose 
to  labor  like  zealous  cultivators,  with  ceaseless  anxiety  and  unfailing 
industry,  as  surely  as  God's  laws  are  changeless,  the  harvest  will  be  rich 
and  satisfying. 


ALLOPATHIC  REMONSTRANCE. 

We  had  intended,  ere  this,  to  notice  more  particularly  the  his- 
tory of  the  passage,  through  the  Legislature,  of  the  bill  chartering  the 
Worcester  Medical  Institution.  Our  want  of  time,  however,  has  forbid- 
den ;  and,  even  now,  we  write  in  great  haste,  and  therefore  purpose  to  do 
little  more  than  narrate  the  circumstances  of  the  remonstrance  present- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society. 

It  had  been  proposed,  as  stated  in  a  former  number  of  the  Journal, 
that  the  Institution  be  "  authorized  and  empowered  to  confer  the  degree 
of  Doctor  in  Medicine,  under  the  same  rules  and  restrictions  as  are  a- 
dopted  and  recognized  by  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution  at  Pittsfield, 
and  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  at  Cambridge."  The  bill 
had  every  prospect  of  passing  both  Branches  of  the  Legislature  without 
serious  opposition  ;  but,  while,  for  a  cause  purely  incidental,  it  was 
delayed  a  little  in  the  Senate,  the  councellors  of  the  Massachusetts  Med- 
ical Society  heard  that  "  the  floodgates"  of  liberality  in  medical  matters 
were  likely  to  "  be  opened  ;"  and  they  forthwith  delegated  three  of  the 
Society  to  raise  the  rod,  in  terrorem,  over  the  servants  of  the  people, 
and  awe  them,  if  possible,  into  a  refusal  to  take  action  in  the  matter  be- 
fore them.  This  honorable  and  august  delegation  consisted  of  Dr.  John 
Ware  the  present  President  of  the  Society,  Dr.  Jacob  Bigelow  the  late 
President,  and  Dr.  Henry  G.  Clark  a  member  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives. Each  of  these  men  was  heard,  in  turn,  by  a  special  Committee 
of  the  Senate,  who  had  the  matter,  at  the  time,  under  consideration. — 
Dr.  Bigelow,  however,  was  the  first  and  the  last,  the  alpha  and  the  ome- 
ga of  the  opposition. 

Dr.  Bigelow  labored  hard,  and,  we  think,  must  have  racked  somewhat 
the  inventive  genius  for  which  he  is  so  remarkable,  in  endeavors  to  show 
that  the  Worcester  Medical  Institution  is  not  entitled  to  a  legal  existence. 
His  argument,  which  was  presented  in  part  before  and  in  part  after  his 
coadjutors  had  spoken,  had,  at  least,  one  merit  of  no  ordinary  kind, — 
that  of  attempting  to  create  something  out  of  nothing,  and  of  seeming 
to  say  something  without  really  saying  anything. 


148  ALLOPATHIC    REMONSTRANCE. 

We  will,  however,  first  present  the  position  of  Dr.  Ware  and  Dr. 
Clark.  Dr.  W.  said,  in  substance  : — "It  is  well  known  there  are  now 
numerous  sects  in  medicine,  as  there  are  in  religion,  and  the  number  of 
these  sects  is  increasing.  They  will  continue,  and  increase  even  more. 
If,  then,  there  must  be  different  sects,  the  more  thoroughly  the  members 
of  each  are  educated,  the  better,  I  am  glad  that  those  differing  from  the 
regular  body  of  the  profession  are  educating  their  men,  and  I  have  no 
objection  to  their  having  Institutions  of  their  own,  and  to  these  Institu- 
tions' being  empowered  to  confer,  on  worthy  candidates,  the  degree  of 
Doctor  in  Medicine.  I  only  think  that,  if  this  privilege  is  allowed,  the 
degree  should  somehow  be  distinguished  from  that  conferred  by  the  In- 
stitutions adhering  to  the  long-established  views  and  practices."  Dr.  B. 
having  endeavored  to  set  forth  the  impropriety  of  Institutions'  licensing 
men  to  practice  medicine  on  any  other  than  the  established  Allopathic 
scheme,  Dr.  W.  very  appropriately  remarked,  that,  in  this  State,  every 
man  licenses  himself,  as  there  is  no  law  forbidding  him  to  practice,  un- 
der any  circumstances,  if  others  choose  to  employ  him.  He  thought, 
however,  that,  as  people  are  entitled  to  know  of  what  faith  their  attend- 
ing physician  is,  the  degree  of  each  ought  to  show  it. 

Dr.  Clark  had  no  objection  to  the  legal  existence  of  the  Worcester 
Medical  Institution,  nor  to  its  being  empowered  to  confer  the  degree 
conferred  by  other  Medical  Colleges  ;  but  he  wished  that  somehow  this 
Institution  should  be  guarded  against  the  possibility  of  its  graduating 
students  without  requiring  of  them  the  usual  amount  of  professional  at- 
tainment. He  expressed  a  fear  that  the  men  of  our  medical  faith  could 
not  be  trusted  so  implicitly  as  others.  We  are  happy,  however,  in  add- 
ing, that  both  Dr.  W.  and  Dr.  C.  were,  in  the  main,  kind  in  their  feel- 
ings and  gentlemanly  in  their  expressions  ;  and,  evidently,  but  for  the 
presence  of  their  senior,  Dr.  B.,  would  hardly  have  urged  even  the  sem- 
blance of  a  remonstrance.  Clearly  the  unwarranted  prejudices  which 
others  have  indulged,  in  reference  to  Botanic  operations,  had  with  them, 
in  a  good  measure,  given  way.  They  are  men  in  the  prime  of  life  ;  and 
their  candor  rendered  them  more  yielding  than  such  as  have  blunted  and 
sophisticated  all  their  mental  powers  by  a  continued  course  of  ungenerous 
thinking  and  false  argumentation. 

But  how  shall  we  describe  the  open-heartedness,  liberality,  and  pro- 
fessional dignity  of  Dr.  Bigelow,  distinguished  as  having  been,  for  sever- 
al, years,  President  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  and  as  still 
occupying  the  chair  of  Materia  Medica,  in  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  University  at  Cambridge.  The  doctor  expressed  a  wish  to  prevent, 
if  possible,  the  legal  existence  of  the  contemplated  Institution;  but,  if 
that  object  could  not  be  effected,  he  determined,  at  least,  to  restrict  it  in 
its  amount  of  privileges. 

And  what  were  the  strong  points  of  the  doctor's  argumentation,  in 
this  instance?  His  strong  points  and  essentially  his  only  ideas  were 
what  we  now  proceed  to  deliniate.  We  have  not  heard  whether,  in  bring- 
ing forth  such  large  conceptions,  his  physical  constitution  materially  suf- 
fered ;  but  we  should  suppose  his  parturient  pains  must  have  resembled 
those  of  Jupiter  giving  birth  to  Minerva  from  his  gravid  cranium,  under 
the  axe  of  Vulcan  :  or  that,  at  least,  his  labor  must  have  created  puerperal 
fever,  in  no  ordinary  degree. 
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In  the  first  place,  it  was  stated,  that  the  larger  cities,  Boston,  New 
Y»rk,  and  Philadelphia,  for  example,  by  their  hospitals  and  other  facili- 
ties, afford  to  medical  students  advantages  which  cannot  be  enjoyed  in 
the  country  or  in  the  smaller  cities  ;  and  that  the  effect  of  multiplying 
country  medical  schools,  at  which  young  men  can  be  educated  at  a  less  ex- 
pense than  at  others,  is  to  fritter  down  the  standard  of  professional  edu- 
cation. That  there  was  no  sincerity  in  this  argument,  however,  and 
that  all  its  intended  bearing  was,  in  effect,  to  say,  that  by  multiplying 
medical  schools  in  this  vicinity,  there  is  danger  of  diminishing  the  num- 
ber of  students  who  shall  attend  the  school  with  which  Dr.  B.  is  con- 
nected, and  thus  abstract  a  little,  from  the  thousands  of  his  annual  in- 
come, was  sufficiently  evident  from  a  remark  incidentally  made  in  the 
course  of  the  discussion,  that  he  and  the  counsellors  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society  should  have  equally  opposed,  two  years  since,  the 
incorporation  of  the  Boylston  Medical  School,  an  Allopathic  concern  es- 
tablished in  Boston,  had  not  the  Legislature  done  up  the  business,  before 
the  said  counsellors  were  aware  of  the  presentation  of  the  petition  before 
that  honorable  body.  It  appeared,  then,  after  all,  that  the  good  doctor's 
opposition  was  not  so  much  to  country  schools,  as  indiscriminately  to  the 
existence  of  any  schools  which  may  chance  to  interfere  with  the  influx 
of  students  to  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  at  Cambridge. 

A  second  argument  of  the  doctor's  made  a  powerful  appeal,  not  only 
to  the  understandings,  but  also  to  the  moral  sensibilities  of  the  Commit- 
tee. We  succeeded,  however,  in  keeping  ourselves  from  an  overflowing 
rush  of  sympathy  and  grief,  while  we  listened  to  a  statement  much  as 
follows.  It  is  well  known,  that  one  cannot  become  a  competent  surgeon, 
without  having  witnessed  dissections  of  the  dead  subject.  It  is,  also, 
well  known,  that  before  the  existence  of  a  law,  passed  some  years  since, 
legalizing  the  surrender,  under  specified  circumstances,  of  dead  bodies, 
for  medical  purposes,  a  temptation  was  thrown  before  medical  students 
to  benefit  themselves  professionally,  by  violating  the  sepulchres  of  the 
departed.  Fact  shows,  that  a  compliance  with  the  privileges  and  re- 
strictions of  this  law  only  affords  just  about  subjects  enough  to  supply 
one  school, — that  in  which  Dr.  B.  is  immediately  interested.  If,  there- 
fore, another  medical  school  shall  be  established,  it  will  be  throwing  be- 
fore students  of  the  profession  a  temptation  to  violate  law,  and  trample 
on  the  sympathies  of  surviving  friends,  by  acting  over  such  scenes  as  have 
formerly  been  known  sometimes  to  occur.  This  argument,  with  all  its 
moving  and  eloquent  appeal,  was  easily  answered,  by  different  considera- 
tions;  especially,  by  the  truth  that  the  number  of  subjects  required  for 
the  benefit  of  medical  students  is,  in  a  good  measure,  proportioned  to 
the  number  of  those  students,  whether  they  are  all  gathered  together  in 
one  school  at  Boston,  or  a  portion  of  them  instructed  elsewhere,  as  at 
Worcester.  Besides,  persons  of  the  class  referred  to  die  at  different 
seasons  of  the  year, — not  only  when  the  Lectures  at  Boston  are  in  pro- 
gress, but  at  other  times, — as,  for  instance,  during  the  Course  of  Lectures 
at  Worcester. 

The  two  considerations  above  presented,    constituted  the   bulwark    of 
the  doctor's  famous  defence  of   his  strikingly   liberal    position.     On  the 
other  hind,  the  Committee  referred  him  to  several  considerations,  which 
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seemed  to  them  positively  in  favor  of  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petition- 
ers. Among  others,  he  was  reminded  that  the  petitioners  were  numer- 
ous, and  constituted  a  highly  respectable  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Commonwealth.  I  suppose,  said  Dr.  B.,  in  reply,  that  any  class  of 
men  however  low  and  degraded,  Millerites  and  Mormons,  could  go  into 
the  street,  create  a  sympathy  in  their  favor,  and  get  up  a  long  list  of  peti- 
tioners in  their  behalf.  To  so  sage  reply,  we  thought  it  sufficient  to  re* 
join,  that  the  Millerites  and  Mormons,  in  this  case,  consisted  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  of  such  men  as  the  members  of  the  present  Legislature, 
a  late  candidate  for  the  office  of  Governor  in  this  Commonwealth,  judges, 
lawyers,  &c.  If  men  must  be  judged  of  by  the  company  they  keep,  we 
were  quite  as  willing  to  be  found  associated  with  such  men,  as  with  those 
whose  souls  would  suffer  no  compression  by  being  put  into  a  nut-shell, 
and  who  are  incapable  of  any  notion  of  liberality,  except  that  of  others' 
being  required  liberally  to  assist  themselves.  We  frankly  told  the  doc- 
tor, that  our  sympathy  for  those  whom  he  affected  to  despise  as  enthusi- 
asts, was  greater  than  for  suqh  as  had  not  a  mind  capacious  and  candid 
enough  to  discover,  in  this  instance,  the  principles  of  liberality  and 
truth. 

Here  ended  the  remonstrance  of  these  champions  of  the  Allopathic 
cause.  In  this  narative,  we  have  barely  alluded  to  the  arguments,  pre- 
sented by  the  friends  of  the  Worcester  Medical  Institution,  in  favor  of 
its  being  entitled  to  a  charter,  on  the  ground  of  equal  rights  and  the  im- 
perious demand  of  an  enlightened  community.  Our  time  and  space  have 
forbidden  our  doing  more.  We  have  only  to  add,  in  conclusion,  that  the 
remonstrance  availed  only  to  a  comparatively  slight  modification  of  the 
bill  ;  and,  since  its  passage,  various  members  of  the  Legislature  have  ex- 
pressed their  regret,  that  any  modification  was  acceded  to.  If  it  shall  be 
thought  of  any  importance,  hereafter,  that  the  rejected  clause  be  append- 
ed to  the  Act,  the  enlightened  liberality  of  a  future  Legislature,  we  are. 
quite  sure,  will  grant  the  favor,  whenever  it  shall  be  asked.     [Ed.  Jour.] 


EXTEMAL  STIMULANTS. 

BY  PROF.   I.   M.   COMINGS. 

In  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Review  for  January,  1833,  we  find  an 
article  on  the  external  use  of  pepper,  which  shows  most  conclusively  its 
superiority  over  cantharides  and  the  practice  of  bleeding  ;  and,  in  some 
cases  where  patients  had  been  bled  and  blistered  to  the  last  point,  the 
external  use  of  pepper  had  raised  them  almost  from  the  dead. 

The  article  was  written  by  Dr.  Hancock,  a  practitioner  in  the  West 
India  Islands.  After  makino-  some  observations  on  the  sensibilities  of 
certain  internal  tissues,  as  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach 
and  bowels,  he  proceeds  to  the  consideration  of  cutaneous  stimulation, 
as  offering  a  powerful  means  of  arresting  the  progress  of  inflammation, 
by  drawing  the  blood  and  humors    from    the    internal    congested    parts, 
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equalizing  the  circulation,  restoring  a  mutual  balance  between  the 
powers  of  the  heart,  and  the  external  capillaries,  &c. 

He  proceeds  as  follows,  "  The  bird  pepper  is  the  kind  I  have  always 
used,  it  being  more  hot  and  pungent  than  the  other  kinds  in  general.  A 
small  handful,  should  be  well  bruised  in  a  mortar,  so  as  to  reduce  the 
seeds  and  other  parts  to  a  fine  powder  and  mass.  The  powder  sold  in 
the  shops  should  not  be  trusted,  as  it  is  shamefully  sophisticated,  like 
most  other  articles."  If  this  was  true  in  1833,  how  much  more  is  it  the 
[case  now.  Perhaps  the  great  reason  that  our  Allopathic  physicians  do 
Inot  know  the  virtues  of  pepper,  is,  they  seldom  get  a  pure  article  to  use. 

"Let  the  former  be  mixed  with  an  equal  quantity  of  table  salt,  and 
jadd  a  pint  of  lime  juice  or  good  vinegar.  With  this  composition,  the 
I  body  is  to  be  rubbed  entirely  over,  until  it  shall  produce  a  sufficient  ex- 
citement and  pain"( — ,stimulation,  he  means,  I  suppose).  Dr.  H.  now 
(adduces  cases  to  show  the  value  of  this  treatment,  some  of  which  we 
will  transcribe.  "In  two  cases  of  vehement  inflammation  of  the  lungs, 
where  a  relapse  occurred,  or  an  aggravation  of  symptoms,  from  exposure 
I to  air,  by  opening  the  windows  of  their  apartments  during  bad  weather, 
I  the  effects  of  this  remedy  were  most  strikingly  manifested  by  the  removal 
I of  all  the  worst  spmptoms — his  skin  became  moist,  pulse  soft,  expectora- 
tion free,  and  he  experienced  no  difficulty  in  breathing." 

"  The  other  case  was  a  severe  peripneumonia,  but  shortly  recovered 
under  the  same  regimen,  which  the  nurse  said  caused  him  to  perspire 
ivery  freely," — (So  has  every  Botanic  doctor  seen  hundreds  of  times — ); 
"  and,  indeed,  I  always  found  it  to  remove  the  constriction  of  the  skin, 
in  cases  where  bleeding  was  inadvisable,  and  when  all  hope  from  this  or 
!other  means  was  gone  by.  I  must  not  fail  to  note  here,  a  previous  case, 
in  a  Creole  boy,  called  Willington,  on  the  same  estate,  in  a  vehement 
jattack  of  pleurisy.  He  came  into  the  hospital,  and  was  bled  twice  the 
(same  day,  and  blistered  on  the  next,  with  a  similar  bleeding  and  blister 
[repeated  ;  and  glysters,  nitre,  and  antimony,  from  the  first,  with  barley 
water,"  &c.  (Here  is  a  science  for  you,  and  a  fine  case  for  Thomson- 
iisrn.)  "  On  the  third  day,  his  respiration  was  difficult  and  painful,  the 
ifever,  and  all  the  symptoms  were  aggravated,  his  appearance  was  ghastly, 
his  tongue  dry,  and  he  swooned  on  sitting  up  in  bed."  (How  could  we 
[expect  a  situation  different,  after  such  a  depleting  course  as  he  had  been 
(subjected  to?) 

"  This  afternoon  I  directed  frictions  with  brushes,  pepper,  salt,  and 
ivinegar.  It  was  faithfully  executed  by  the  nurse,  who,  following  up  this 
lidea,  ha/1  withal  bound  up  his  feet,  legs,  and  arms  with  the  same  com- 
jposition,  -as  a  cataplasm."  (The  nurse  was  the  better  doctor.)  "  I  found 
|him  to  my  surprise,  sitting  up,  and  free  from  complaint,  with  composed 
easy  respiration,  and  no  fever,  and  saying  he  felt  no  pain.  In  this  case 
I  remarked,  that  the  sick  nurse,  seized  the  idea,  and  commenced  the 
process  with  alacrity,  owing  to  her  having  witnessed  its  success  in  some 
other  cases  of  forlorn  hope.  I  found  powdered  pepper  now  sticking  all 
over  the  boy's  skin,  and  I  was  told  that  he  complained  of  nothing  from 
this  time,  but  hunger,  and  the  heat  of  the  pepper.  Such  an  early,  sud- 
den, and  decisive  resolution,  is  not  to  be  expected  from  the  use  of  the 
common  remedies,  even  with  the  best  efforts  of  nature." 
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This  is  true,  in  reference  to  the  Allopathic  treatment:  but  the  like 
improvement  is  of  every  day  occurrence  among  Botanies.  Dr.  H.  goes 
onto  adduce  a  large  number  of  cases,  all  showing  the  same  happy  effects 
by  this  treatment  of  external  stimulants  in  internal  inflammations. 

We  ask  then,  why  this  practice  is  not  more  advocated  by  our  Old- 
School  physicians :  since,  in  every  instance,  it  is  followed  by  happy 
results  ? 

If  this  article  was  not  already  too  long,  we  should  be  pleased  to  show 
how  this  pure  stimulant,  which  the  medical  w*orld  think  so  inimical  to 
inflammation,  is  found  to  be  so  beneficial  in  this  form  of  disease.  But  of 
this  at  another  time. 

Worcester,  April,  1849. 


RHEUMATISM. 

Mr.  H.,  a  young  man,  was  attended  six  weeks  by  an  Old-School  physi- 
cian in  this  village.  Last  May,  bleeding  and  the  use  of  calomel  con- 
stituted the  treatment.  The  patient  grew  worse  with  the  acute  or  in- 
flammatory rheumatism,  and  became  very  much  swollen.  I  administered 
the  vapor  bath  and  a  lobelia  emetic  ;  and  gave  three  powders  per  day, 
composed  of  peltatum,  bitter  root,  blood  root,  and  capsicum.  I  gave 
two  pills  at  night,  composed  of  two  parts  of  peltatum,  two  parts  of  aloes, 
and  one  of  blood  root.  As  a  rubefacient,  I  used  alcohol,  myrrh,  and 
capsicum.  In  eight  days  he  commenced  labor,  and  has  enjoyed  good 
health  since.     So  much  for  the  Thomsonian  treatment. 

Havanna,  January  15th,  1849.  CYRUS  MILLER. 

N.  B.  I  have  a  number  of  cases  of  different  complaints,  given  over  by 
others  as  incurable,  if  they  should  be  acceptable,  I  would  send  them. — 
I  have  particularized  the  articles  used  in  the  above  case,  because  some 
in  giving  their  treatment  of  cases,  in  your  Journal  and  in  others,  have 
left  the  matter  of  the  medicines  used,  the  modes  of  application,  &c,  all 
in  the  dark. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

The  lost  Essay  on  Lobelia  has  been  recovered,  and  will  appear  as  soon 
as  we  have  room.  We  are  obliged  to  correspondents  for  several  recent 
favors.  We  are  always  glad  to  have  original  matter  sufficient  to  fill  our 
pages,  and,  at  present  we  have  on  hand  several  communications  ;  but 
the  time  has  often  been,  when  we  had  scarcely  any  aid  at  all  of  this  kind, 
in  conducting-  the  Journal.     [Ed.  Jour.] 
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LOBELIA  INFLATA.-ITS  MODUS  OPERANDI,  &C. 
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Class,  Pentandria. — Order,  Monogynia. — Natural  Order,  Lobeliacea. 

Generic  Characteristics. — Calyx  superior,  4-5  cleft ;  Corolla  irregular, 
cleft  on  upper  side  nearly  to  base.  Stamens  inserted  into  the  calyx,  al- 
ternate with  the  lobes  of  the  corolla,  and  united  in  a  tube.  Anthers 
cohering.  Ovary  2-3  celled.  Styles  simple.  Stigma  2  lobed,  and  sur- 
rounded by  a  cup-like  fringe.  Capsule  2-3  celled,  many  seeded,  dehiscing 
at  the  apex,  sometimes  attached  to  calyx.  Herbaceous  plants  with  alter- 
nate leaves. 

Specific  Characteristics. — Stem  erect,  branching,  hirsute.  Leaves 
ovate-lanceolate,  serrate,  alternate.  Flowers  in  paniculate  leafy  racemes. 
Calyx  inflated,  glabrous.  Corolla  small.  Stamens  about  as  long  as  tube 
of  Corolla. 

I 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  one  article  in  the  Materia  Medica  which  has 
been  the  cause  of  so  much  speculation  and  vituperation,  and  about 
which  so  much  ignorance  has  been  exhibited,  as  that  which  forms  the 
subject  of  this  paper.  Much  has  been,  and  doubtless  much  will  continue 
to  be  written  respecting  it,  both  for  and  against ;  though  how  much 
superior,  in  a  practical  point  of  view,  the  writings  in  future  will  be,  than 
those  which  have  preceded,  remains  yet  to  be  seen. 

For  ourselves,  we  do  not  enter  upon  its  discussion,  until  after  con- 
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siderable  hesitancy  and  deliberation, — such  hesitancy,  however,  not 
arisino-  from  any  doubts  as  to  the  excellence  of  the  agent  itself,  but  from 
some  respecting  our  own  fitness  for  the  task, — which  doubts  we  must  say, 
are  not  yet  entirely  dissipated.  With  others,  we  have  long  waited  for  a 
complete  essay  on  this  subject,  from  some  one  of  our  medical  veterans  ; 
but,  having  waited  in  vain,  we  have  concluded  to  make  the  attempt  our- 
selves, hoping  that  our  efforts,  however  humble,  may  serve  to  call  forth, 
from  those  better  calculated,  both  by  experience  and  ability,  the  infor- 
mation we  have  but  attempted. 

The  inquiring  eyes  of  a  curious  public  have  been  directed  to  the  use 
of  the  Lobelia,  by  its  being  brought  so  conspicuously  before  them  by 
Samuel  Thomson,  who,  with  all  his  faults,  all  his  selfishness,  and  alljhis 
egotism,  deserves  a  meed  of  praise  which  the  world  will  yet  award  him. 
Those  who  believe  any  portion,  or  all  of  his  "Theory  of  disease,"  or 
"Theory  of  life,"  are  no  more  to  be  censured  for  his  faults,  and  his 
mere  opinions,  <than  if  those  faults  and  opinions  had  emanated  from  any 
other  source. 

Whether  from  the  fact,  that  the  Lobelia  Inflata  was  actually  believed 
to  be  a  poison,  or  that  the  members  of  the  medical  profession  were 
interested  in  preventing  its  use — inasmuch  as  it  was  not  brought  into 
notice  by  one  of  their  number ;  it  was  assailed  by  every  species  of  war- 
fare that  the  ingenuity  of  man's  mind  could  invent.  This  served — as 
was  perhaps  intended — to  stifle  inquiry  ;  and,  under  the  bitter  and  viru- 
lent opposition  which  followed  its  use,  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  arrive 
clearly  at  the  truth,  respecting  either  its  virtues  or  its  innocence.  This 
state  of  things  clearly  had  its  effect  on  both  the  friends,  and  the  enemies 
of  the  plant ;  for,  while  one  denounced  it  in  strong,  unmeasured,  and  un- 
reasonable terms,  the  other  as  strongly  eulogized,  and  claimed  for  it 
powers  and  effects,  little  short  of  instinct; — neither  party  regarding  at 
all  the  rationale  of  assertion — for  argument  there  was  none.  We  do 
not  care  to  deny,  or  even  hesitate  to  admit,  that,  for  the  most  part,  its 
friends  were  ignorant — very  ignorant  of  medicine ;  and  that,  although 
they  knew  the  uniformity  of  certain  facts,  in  connection  with  the  opera- 
tion of  Lobelia,  yet  they  could  not  reason  from  them  ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  those  who  might  have  done  so,  would  not.  A  poor  state  of  things  for 
the  discovery  of  truth  !  This  is  precisely  the  position  Lobelia  has  con- 
tinued to  occupy,  until  within  a  few  years.  At  present,  there  seems  to 
be  a  little  more  reason  on  both  sides,  and  a  desire  to  arrive  at  the  truth. 
The  way  such  an  end  can  be  arrived  at,  is  by  throwing  aside  prejudice 
and  bigotry, — and  investigating  carefully  and  candidly  the  evidence  pro- 
duced for  and  against  it. 

We  have  said  above,  that  it  was  introduced  into  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine by  Samuel  Thomson.  They  who  know  anything  of  its  history,  are 
well  aware,  that  its  first  introduction  to  the  world  was  by  him.  There 
has,  as  yet,  nothing  been  given  to  prove  he  was  not  the  discoverer. 
Vague  assertion,  that  the  Indians  were  for  ages  acquainted  with  its  prop- 
erties and  effects  is  all  the  proof,  that  has  yet  fallen  under  our  observation. 
We  feel  a  great  degree  of  delicacy  in  questioning  such  high  and  respecta- 
ble authority  as  the  savages,  especially  when  we  recollect,  how  celebrated 
they  have  always  been,  for  the  number  and  accuracy  of  their  scientific 
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works  and  histories.     Rafinesque,  in  his  "  Medical   Flora,"  disposes  of 
the  subject,  after  the  following  manner  : — 

"  The  herbalist  Samuel  Thomson,  claims,  in  his  Guide  of  Health,  to  have  discovered  the 
properties  of  this  plant  in  1790  ;  but  the  Indians  knew  some  of  them — [the  species]  j  it  was- 
one  of  their  puke  weeds,  used  by  them  to  clear  the  stomach  and  head  in  their  great  coun- 
cils." 

All  very  well  as  far  as  it  goes, — the  Professor  undoubtedly  supposing, 
with  many  others,  that  its  whole  properties  were  summed  up,  when  call- 
ing it  "  puke  weed." 

That  it  may  have  been  used  by  the  Indians  previous  to  the  time  of 
Thomson,  we  certainly  shall  not  deny ;  but  that  it  was  ever  used  sys- 
tematically, and  with  reference  to  its  general  action  on  the  organism;  or 
that  there  was  anything  known  of  its  true  therapeutic  action,  previous  to 
the  experiments  by  Thomson,  we  think  may  safely  be  denied.  What- 
ever use  may  have  been  made  of  it,  by  the  acomplished  and  scientific 
savages,  to  Thomson  belongs  the  honor  of  introducing  it  into  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine.  Since  his  time,  it  has  been  more  or  less  in  use  by  the 
different  schools  of  medicine,  as  well  as  by  those  who  term  themselves, 
par  excellence,  his  followers ;  while,  at  the  present,  many  more  would 
use  it,  could  they  be  satisfied  that  it  would  not  produce  effects  of  which 
they  know  nothing.  Our  researches  in  this  matter  are  for  truth  ;  nor 
will  disbelief  in  one  system  of  medicine,  or  prejudice  in  favor  of  another, 
cause  us  to  stray  from  the  path  of  fact  and  experience,  to  enter  the  wil- 
derness of  conjecture. 

Many  people  honestly  believe  it  to  be  a  poison,  of  more  or  less  viru- 
lence ;  and  some  proclaim  it  so,  who  know  nothing  at  all  of  it.  The  first 
of  these  classes,  receive  the  assertion  as  truth,  on  the  word  of  some  one 
who  pretends  to  "know  all  about  it ;"  and  the  second  only  wish  to  bring 
it  into  disrepute,  and  pay  little  regard  to  the  means  by  which  that  is 
effected.  The  assertion  which  we  wish  principally  to  examine,  is  that 
once  made  by  Dr.  Bigelow  of  Boston,  and  still  reiterated  by  many  of  the 
"old-school"  graduates,  who  take  Dr.  B's  word  as  "  the  law."  The 
assertion  alluded  to  is,  in  effect,  that  Lobelia  is  a  deadly  narcotic. 
The  very  assertion  proves,  emphatically,  their  entire  ignorance  of  the 
whole  matter,  as  we  hope  to  show  ere  the  conclusion  of  the  paper.  It  is 
not  contended,  we  believe,  that  the  deleterious  properties  of  the  Lobelia 
consist  in  any  but  narcotic;  and  if  we  prove — as  we  shall  attempt  to — 
that  it  is  the  very  reverse,  its  opponents  must  be  driven  from  their  posi- 
tion, or  acknowledge  its  innocence. 

All  professional  men,  and  indeed  very  many  who  are  non-professional 
men,  understand  perfectly  the  action  and  effect  of  a  narcotic  ;  but  when, 
or  where,  or  under  what  circumstances,  is  Lobelia  known  to  have  pro- 
duced effects  at  all  analogous  to  those  of  other  narcotics  ?  Is  it  a  narcotic 
because  of  the  prostration  it  frequently  produces?  Upon  this  very  pros- 
tration is  the  assertion  founded.  Well,  let  us  see.  We  admit,  then,  that 
powerful  prostration  very  frequently  follows  its  exhibition;  and  we  claim, 
that  prostration  must  necessarily  follow  the  administration  of  a  narcotic. 
But  there  is  an  essensial  difference  between  the  two.  The  first  effect 
produced  by  a  narcotic  is  stimulation  of  the  brain,  and  consequently  of 
the  whole  nervous  system  ;  but,  after  this  has  subsided,  prostration,  and 
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a  general  depreciation  is  the  result.     On   the  contrary,   the  prostration 
from  the  exhibition  of  Lobelia  is  immediate, — is  its  first  effect ;    and  re- 
action, from  relaxation  to  tonicity,  takes  place  with  as  much  celerity  as  the 
prostration  was  induced.     There  are  no  secondary  influences  here  to  be 
feared;  the  agent  leaves  the  system  free  to  obey  its  healthful  impulses. 
The  narcotic,  after  the  immediate  effect — which  is  stimulation — has  sub- 
sided, leaves  the  whole  system   of  the  nerves  debilitated — deprived  of 
power — irritated ;  and    they    can   take  no  part   in   producing  reaction, 
without  whose  agency,  in  this  case,  the  system  must  remain  in  a  pathologi- 
cal condition.    Whoever  has  known  Lobelia  produce  Delirium  Tremens  ? 
Yet  narcotics  are  the  only  agents  which  will  produce  it.     Still  farther  ; — 
take  two  persons  who  are  in  a  physiological  condition,  and  to  one  exhibit 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  Lobelia  to  produce  the  most  thorough  relaxation, 
as  it  will  do ;  to  the    second    give  the  necessary  quantity  of  Alcohol  to 
produce   intoxication.     After  the  immediate   or  primary   effect  of  the 
first  is  ended,  the  system  returns  again  directly  to  its  physiological  stand- 
ard; but  after  the  stimulation — which  is  the  primary  effect  of  the  Alco- 
hol— has  passed  away,  the  system  still  remains  in  a  pathological  state,— 
showing  symptoms  of  deranged    circulation,   of  visceral  inflammation^, 
debility,  and  irritability  of  the  nervous  system,  and  partial  obstruction  of 
the  circulation  of  the  nervous  fluid.     Dissections,  in  cases  of  this  kind, 
show  violent  inflammation  of  the  coats  of  the  stomach,  and  even  of  the 
intestines,  congestion  of  the  brain,  &c,  &c; — while,  on  the  other  hand, 
Lobelia  is  one  of  the  best  agents  the  Materia   Medica    affords  to  reduce 
inflammatory   action.     Opium,   in  all  its  various  forms,  produces  effects 
similar  to  Alcohol,  though  the  stimulation  in  proportion  is  less,   and  the 
prostration  of  the  nervous  system  greater.     Narcotics  do  not  possess  the 
power  of  relaxing  the  muscular   fibre,   but  this  is  the  specific  effect  of 
Lobelia.     The  only  effect  which  Opium  and  Lobelia  have  in  common,  is 
the  power  of  easing  pain.     There   are   two  ways  of  relieving  pain, — one 
by  "  removing  the  cause  which  produces  it,  and  the  other  by  depriving  the 
nervous  system  of  its  sensibility,  or  its  power  of  feeling  pain."     Lobelia 
does  the  former,  and  Opium  the  latter. 

Our  purpose,  in  this  paper,  is  not  to  show  either  the  good  or  the  ill  effects 
of  Opium,  or  indeed  of  any  narcotic,  but  merely,  by  comparison,  to  show 
how  widely  different  are  the  action  and  effect  of  the  two  agents.  If 
Opium  is  a  narcotic,  Lobelia  most  certainly  is  not. 

In  what  then  do  its  dangerous  qualities  consist?  When  the  system 
has  been  suffering  under  the  stimulation  of  inflammation,  and  there  is 
consequent  debility,  it  is  possible,  that,  by  the  exhibition  of  small  doses 
of  Lobelia,  reaction  might  be  prevented,  and  relaxation  continued  long 
enough  to  produce  death  ;  but  even  of  that  we  are  not  sure.  All  we  can 
say  is,  we  have  witnessed  its  exhibition  in  all  conditions  of  the  body,  and 
in  quantities  varying  from  eight  ounces  to  one  grain,  and,  have  never, 
in  a  single  instance,  seen  relaxation  continue  beyond  the  power  of  re- 
action. Lobelia  then  is  a  "  powerful  universal  relaxant."  We  cannot 
admit,  as  some  claim,  that  it  acts  specifically  upon  any  organ,  or  set  of 
organs  ;  and,  if  this  assertion  be  true,  it  cannot  possess  a  particle  of 
cathartic  power.  But,  says  the  objector,  discharges  from  the  bowels 
often  follow  its  exhibition  ;  how  do  you  account  for  that,  if  it  is  not  a 
cathartic  ? 
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From  its  being,  as  we  have  said  above,  a  "  powerful  universal  relaxant,5' 
it  must,  of  necessity,  affect  the  system  generally  as  a  secernant  and  de- 
obstruant, — that  is,  it  must  indirectly  promote  the  gastric,  and  biliary 
discharges, — the  internal  secretions,  and  perspiration  ;  and  it  is  owing 
to  this  principle,  and  this  alone,  that  Lobelia  produces  urinary  and  alvine 
discharges.  Prof.  Tully  of  Yale  College,  in  a  letter  to  Henry  Lee,  M.  D., 
speaking  with  reference  to  the  narcotic  and  cathartic  properties  of 
Lobelia,  says  : — 

"  It  is  true,  that  I  have  stated  in  my  public  instructions,  that  Lobelia  Inflata  is  destitute 
of  any  narcotic,  or  even  cathartic  powers.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  it,  for 
twenty-seven  years,  in  large  quantities  and  small,  and  of  witnessing  its  use  by  others, 
without  a  single  indication  of  narcotic  operation.  The  symptoms  from  which  Dr.  Bigelow 
inferred  its  narcotic  power,  are  produced  far  more  eminently  by  Tartrate  of  Antimony 
and  Potassa,  and  Ipecacuanha,  than  by  Lobelia ;  and  I  have  not  only  witnessed  them 
from  sea  sickness,  and  sick  headache,  but  I  have  very  often  experienced  them  in  my  own 
person,  from  these  two  affections.  As  to  the  cathartic  powers  of  this  article,  I  have  the 
same  ground  for  a  negative  decision,  as  in  regard  to  its  narcotic  power.  I  have  never  been 
able  to  produce  a  laxative  or  even  ascopratic  (opening)  effect  with  it.  But  Lobelia  Inflata 
possesses  another  power  of  much  more  value  than  would  be  its  narcotic  power,  if  it  pos- 
sessed any.  There  is  not,  however,  space  to  treat  of  it  in  this  sheet.  I  can  only  say,  that 
it  is  the  exertion  of  this  power,  when  Lobelia  Inflata  is  used  as  an  emetic,  that  gives  it  a 
superiority,  over  all  other  emetics  in  common  use,  for  many  diseases." 

Thus  far  Prof.  Tully.  He  has  reference  undoubtedly,  in  the  last 
paragraph,  to  the  powerfully  relaxant  properties  which  it  possesses.  We 
have  introduced  the  above  quotation  from  the  excellent  letter  of  the 
doctor,  to  show,  not  only  that  his  experience  coincides  with  our  own, 
but  that,  when  fair  and  candid  trial  has  been  made,  the  result  has  been 
in  the  highest  degree  satisfactory, — has  abundantly  proved  its  utility  and 
value  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  Most  undoubtedly,  the  "peculiar 
effect  "  attendant  upon  its  administration,  such  as  extreme  relaxation  of 
the  muscles,  thus  producing  considerable  prostration,  sobbing,  tremulous 
motion  of  the  hands,  and  sometimes  of  the  head,  have  prevented  many 
persons,  not  to  say  physicians,  from  making  more  use  of  it.  The  pecu- 
liar effects  are  owing  to  the  extreme  laxity,  and  consequent  want  of 
strength,  for  the  time  being,  of  the  muscular  fibre.  But,  notwithstanding 
these  "  alarming  symptoms,"  an  observant  person,  or  physician,  if  he  be 
not  too  frightened,  will  find  the  pulse  soft,  regular,  and  full,— the  surface 
warm  and  moist.  When  the  "  alarming  symptoms"  above  enumerated, 
supervene,  produced  by  any  other  cause,  we  find  them  attended  by  far 
different  conditions  of  the  pulse,  surface,  &,c.  When  these  symptoms 
are  present,  caused  by  the  exhibition  of  Lobelia,  those  but  little  acquaint- 
ed with  its  use  are  apt  to  be  exceedingly  frightened  ;  and,  in  the  excite- 
ment of  the  moment,  without  judgment,  and  almost  without  thought, 
they  give  dose  after  dose  of  this  remedy  and  that  remedy,  to  stay  its 
action,  and  are  more  and  more  surprised  to  find  their  efforts  of  but  little, 
if  any  utility.  Indeed,  there  are  agents  often  administered,  which,  by 
their  action,  prove  fatal,  and  then  the  blame  is  charged  upon  Lobelia. 
We  recollect  a  case  in  point.  A  lad  some  twelve  or  fifteen  years  of  age, 
had  for  some  time,  a  disease  of  the  stomach,  causing  him  to  crave,  for 
food,  the  most  indigestible  substances.     The  parents  consulted  a  phy- 
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sician,  who  administered  an  emetic  of  Lobelia.  Muscular  relaxation 
was  the  consequence,  and  the  parents,  who  had  seen  but  little 
of  its  efTacts  previously,  became  much  alarmed,  and,  during  a  brief 
absence  of  the  first  physician,  called  in  a  second,  who  knew  as  little  of 
its  operation  as  did  the  parents.  He  gave  Sulphate  of  Morphine  to 
check  the  action  of  the  previous  medicine.  The  Morphine  produced 
not  only  the  effect  he  supposed  it  would,  but  others  which  he  did  not  ex- 
pect. It  not  only  stopped  the  action  of  the  Lobelia,  but  effectually 
prevented  reaction.  The  lad  died,  as  might  have  been  expected  ;  when, 
if  he  had  been  let  entirely  alone,  or  given  merely  catnip,  or  pennyroyal 
tea,  his  recovery  would  have  been  as  sure  as  speedy.  In  general,  the 
best  way  is  to  do  nothing;  for,  as  we  have  observed  in  another  place  in 
this  paper,  we  have  never  known  it, — even  in  cases  of  the  greatest 
debility, — prostrate  beyond  the  power  of  reaction  to  bring  the  system 
back, — that  is,  if  let  alone.  If  it  be  wished  to  provoke  reaction  sooner 
than  it  would  otherwise  occur,  administer  some  agent,  which  will  produce 
counter  action, — that  is,  a  remedy  which  will  produce  stimulation  and 
contraction.  Alcoholic  stimulus  should  never  be  resorted  to,  unless 
combined  with  a  strong  permanent  stimulant  tonic.  The  reason  is  plain. 
Alcohol  affords  a  sudden  stimulus  which  soon  passes  away,  giving  place 
to  a  depression  which  is  in  exact  proportion  to  the  amount  given.  If, 
however,  it  is  combined  with  a  stimulant  tonic,  as  Capsicum,  the  depres- 
sion is  prevented,  and  the  stimulant  is  retained,  until  tonicity  is  the 
result;  but  should  a  powerful  narcotic,  as  Laudanum,  or  Sulphate  of 
Morphine  be  exhibited,  a  rapid  depreciation  oi  the  powers  of  the  nervous 
system,  (upon  the  vigor  of  which  we  depend  for.  reaction,)  ensues,  and 
death  takes  place  before  the  recuperative  efforts  of  the  system  can  throw 
off  the  depression  thus  induced.  After  all,  as  a  general  thing,  no  coun- 
teracting agent  should  be  administered. 

As  an  Emetic  and  Relaxant,  its  effects  extend  to  every  portion  of  the 
system,  freeing  the  organism  from  all  morbific  agents,  equalizing  in  all 
cases  obstructed  or  deranged  circulation  of  the  blood  or  nerves.  It  has 
been  objected  to  the  New  School,  by  its  opponents,  that,  with  its  practi- 
tioners, Lobelia  is  the  beginning,  the  end,  and — if  we  may  use  the  ex- 
pression— sometimes  the  intermediate.  This  is  not  the  case.  It  is  nev- 
er given  alone,  never  exhibited  by  itself,  but  always  combined  with  a  sys- 
tematic course  of  medication.  Without  tonics  and  permanent  stimulants, 
sudorifics,  &a,  &c,  even  Lobelia  would  be  of  but  comparative  utility. 
We  use  as  many  different  remedies  as  any  class  of  .physicians  existing. 
It  is  very  true,  however,  that  we  exhibit  Lobelia  in  almost  every  form  of 
disease ;  but  that  we  could  cure  all  those  forms  of  disease  with  that  agent 
alone,  is  somewhat  questionable.  To  be  a  little  more  explicit, — Lobelia 
is  not  a  Tonic,  and,  if  at  all  a  stimulant,  but  indirectly  so  ;  but  it  is  a  re- 
laxant, sudorific,  (its  sudorific  properties  we  have  explained  previously,) 
and  anti-spasmodic.  Now,  if  neither  a  Tonic  nor  a  Diuretic  Stimulant 
be  indicated,  but  an  Emetic,  or  Relaxant  and  Sudorific  be,  we  would, 
of  course,  exhibit  Lobelia,  no  matter  what  the  name  or  locality  of  the 
disease.  It  beincr  a  universal  relaxant,  it  influences  the  organs  no  far- 
ther  than  to  free  them  from  the  causes  of  disease.  It  gives  no  aid — ex- 
cept indirectly — to  the  recuperative  powers.     After  having  been    freed 
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from  the  causes  of  disease,  the  system  is  left  to  its  own  power,  to  rise  to 
its  physiological  standard.  The  causes  of  disease  may  have  been  oper- 
ating upon  the  organism  for  some  interval  of  time — direct  debility  may 
ensue ;  and,  the  longer  the  causes  continue  to  produce  their  chemical 
and  morbific  effect,  the  greater  becomes  the  debility.  Suppose  we  ex- 
hibit Lobelia.  The  tissues 'becomes  relaxed  and  moistened,  morbific 
agents,  obstructions  to  healthy  action  and  circulation,  are  thrown  off; 
confined  secretions  are  allowed  to  escape  by  their  natural  channels,  and 
the  organs  are  left  free  from  the  causes  of  disease  ;  but  present  reaction 
takes  place  no  farther  than  the  point  of  previous  debility.  It  is  then  to 
the  aid  of  the  debilitated  organs,  we  send  the  permanent  Stimulant,  to 
excite  them  to  a  free  and  healthy  action,  and  the  astringent  Tonic  to  so- 
lidify and  strengthen  them  ;  until  the  system  attains  its  physiological  lev- 
el. What  mechanic  erects  his  building  previous  to  preparing  the  ground, 
and  laying  the  foundation  upon  which  it  must  rest?  Lobelia  merely  gets 
the  ground  prepared,  and  lays  the  foundation  upon  which  to  build  the 
superstructure  of  a  cure.  Obstinate  biliary  derangements  scarcely  ever 
yield  to  the  mere  use  of  tonics  ;  from  the  fact,  that  they  do  not  operate 
upon  the  cause  of  the  derangement,  but  only  act  to  give  strength  and  a 
healthy  action,  after  the  cause  has  been  removed.  There  is  deranged 
and  confined  secretion  of  the  gland,  and  an  agent  to  remove  it  must  be 
a  thorough  relaxant  ;  after  the  operation  of  which,  tonics  can  communi- 
cate their  legitimate  effect. 

As  a  most  perfect  antidote  to  poison,  it  acts  in  precisely  the  same  man- 
ner as  when  brought  in  contact  with  morbific  matter,  or  in  fact  any 
agent  which  produces  chemical  action  unfavorable  to  health,  whether 
such  agent  be  the  result  of  diseased  action,  or  poison  introduced  into 
the  system  in  any  manner.  In  cases  of  Tetamus,  Suspended  Animation, 
bite  of  the  Rattle-Snake,  and,  last  though  not  least,  in  Hydrophobia,  it 
has  proved  of  the  highest  utility. 

We  have  not  written  the  above,  with  a  view  to  any  dispute  or  discus- 
sion, but  have  simply  put  on  paper  a  few  thoughts  and  facts  that  have  oc- 
curred to  us.  We  have  used  it,  and  seen  it  used  for  many  years  ;  and  the 
above  is,  as  far  as  it  goes,  the  result  of  our  experience. 


OUR  WANTS. 

Forty  three  years  have  elapsed,  since  Samuel  Thomson,  a  plain  man, 
yet  sagacious,  independent,  and  untiring  in  his  labors,  began,  in  the  sim- 
plicity of  his  heart,  to  debate  with  himself,  and  with  his  wife  and  friends, 
the  expediency  of  devoting  his  life  to  the  practice  of  a  novel  system  of 
medicine.  To  this  practice  chance,  apparently,  had  directed  him  ;  and 
in  it  unexpected  success  had  confirmed  his  confidence.  He  formed  his 
resolution,  and  from  that  day  lived  but  to  vindicate  the  doctrines  he  had 
espoused.  He  succeeded.  Not  to  have  been  virulently  opposed  and 
maligned  by  those  arrayed  against  him,  no  matter  how  imbecile  and  un- 
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deserving  their  own  system,  would  have  been  contrary  to  the  course  of 
nature. 

But,  directly  and  indirectly,  the  founder  of  the  new  system  became 
himself  an  impediment  in  the  way  of  its  immediate  and  perfect  success. 
He  labored,  honestly  no  doubt,  and  blinded  by  an  egotism  which  success 
had  doubly  inflamed,  to  produce  certain  cconvictions  in  the  minds  of  his 
followers,  which  they  too  readily  received, — too  staunchly  maintained, 
and  to  which  they  even  made  additions  of  their  own.  As  a  consequence, 
ten  years  ago  we  should  have  found  the  entire  mass  of  Thomsonian 
practitioners,  (and  there  are  not  a  few  now  who  stickle  for  the  same  ab- 
surd notions,)  ready  to  maintain,  at  all  hazards,  that  the  Materia  Medi- 
ca  selected  by  Thomson,  although  it  contained  little  more  than  the  ex- 
perience of  his  single  life,  was  in  itself  an  all-sufficient  array  of  remedial 
agents, — that  the  combinations  he  had  happened  to  make  were  the  best 
possible,  and  therefore  precluded  the  necessity  of  a  more  ccpious  Phar- 
macopoeia,— that  education  was  a  dispensable  qualification  with  the  phy- 
sician, and  might  prove  a  positive  evil, — and  that  he  who,  either  in  the- 
ory or  in  practice,  failed  to  conform  to  the  exact  precedent  set  before 
him,  in  the  doctrines  and  doings  of  his  Leader,  was  no  true  disciple,  and 
and  merited  the  stigma  of  apostate  or  mongrel.  Shame  on  such 
teaching  coming  from  the  lips  of  Reformers!  Their  fatal  influence  on 
the  advancement  of  our  system  has  been  fully  commensurate  with  the 
astonishing  tenacity  since  exhibited  in  maintaining  them. 

Thomsonism  has  been  compelled  to  pass  years  of  painful  and  but  par- 
tially successful  toil,  as  a  sacrifice  of  purification  from  such  errors.  But 
these  errors  are  relaxing  their  hold  on  the  public  mind,  and,  in  the  same 
proportion,  are  our  prospects  brightening.  I  mean  not  that  Thomson's 
practice  is  being  wholly  or  in  great  part,  rejected ;  but  men  are  begin- 
ning to  admit,  that  perfection  cannot  be  expected  from  the  labors,  of  one 
man,  and  therefore,  that  modifications,  enlargement,  and  improvement  are 
possible,  and  even  requisite,  in  the  new  system.  And  now,  what  do  we 
want  to  hasten  and  make  sure  the  triumph  of  true  medical  science  ? 
We  have  cut  loose  from  hoary-headed  quackery  ;  we  have  embarked  in 
the  great  enterprise  of  reforming  the  medical  practice  of  the  world;  we 
have  triumphantly  withstood  the  first  imperial  blast  of  opposition  that 
came  howling  on  the  four  winds  to  engulf  and  destroy  us  ;  and  now  the 
question  of  vast  moment  arises,  How  shall  we  maintain  what  we  have  so 
dearly  earned,  and  most  speedily  attain  the  philanthropic  end  we  have 
in  view  ? 

1.  We  must  open  our  eyes  to  the  truth  in  Medicfine ;  and,  when  we 
see,  must  hold  ourselves  in  readiness  to  receive  it,  whether  it  tallies  with 
our  preconceived  notions  or  not.  The  wisest  of  men  could  not  teach  an 
Allopathic  doctor  what,  the  verriest  school-boy  knows,  viz.;  that  Prussic 
Acid  fy  Co.  are  not  medicines,  and  cannot  be.  Now,  if  we  Botanies 
will  imitate  the  mulish  stupidity  of  our  learned,  gold-spectacled  contem- 
poraries, surely  we  shall  not  be  heard  complaining,  when,  by  and  by,  we 
find  ourselves,  like  them,  at  a  dead  halt,  or  even  on  the  retrograde,  in 
professional  character  and  success  ! 

2.  We  want  more  Practitioners.  Let  every  man  who,  at  any  time, 
feels  himself"  almost  persuaded  "  lo  humor  the  penchant  of  the  age,  and 
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try  '-  Steam,1'  know,  that,  in  his  own  neighborhood,  the  steam  can  be 
had  ; — he  will  try  it  and  be  converted.  His  neighbor  follows  the  exam- 
ple, and  thus  the  work  is  done.  We  want  workers,  genuine  workers, 
clear-headed  and  strong-hearted  men,  and  none*  others.  "  The  harvest 
is  indeed  great,  but  the  laborers  are  few."  Call  after  call  comes  from  the 
East,  South,  and  West,  for  Botanic  practitioners.  This  is  a  cheering 
fact.  Where  is  the  call  made  for  Allopathists  ?  They  have  planted 
themselves  so  thickly  everywhere,  that  they  too  literally  tread  upon  each 
others  corns.  Do  not  fear  them  : — they  will  come  without  calling,  and 
continue  to  come,  until  one  day  not  long  hence,  good  sense  will  rise  up 
and  shut  the  door  upon  them. 

3.  We  want  educated  practitioners.  "  Men  do  not  gather  figs  of  this- 
tles;" and  shall  we  trust  to  receive  health  at  the  hands  of  an  ignoramus? 
Would  we  employ  an  untaught  clown  to  detect  and  remedy  a  discord  in 
our  favorite  piano  or  harp  ?  The  human  organism  is  a  harp  of  thousand 
strings  ;  and,  what  is  saddest,  the  clown  may  snap  barely  one,  and  the 
wondrous  instrument  perishes  at  a  blow — its  mysterious  harmonies  cease 
forever.  "  Shoot  into  the  tree  and  see  what  will  fall  ?"  Indeed!  What 
trifling  with  fearful  responsibilities  !  Every  Disease  is  a  distinct  Pro- 
blem ; — there  is  no  other  just  like  it,  nor  ever  will  be  again  ;  and  there 
is  not,  in  the  wide  world,  another  sort  of  problem  more  difficult  to  solve, 
than  is  the  nature,  and  natural  sure  treatment  of  any  disease.  Yet  too 
often  are  we  content  to  give  this  great  problem,  and  our  lives  with  it, 
into  the  hands  of  an  ignorant  quack  ; — and  by  this  term  I  do  not,  exactly, 
mean  one  whom  the  polite,  spectacle-nosed  world  is  graciously  pleased  to 
call  quack,  for  such  a  one  is  often  the  accepted,  though  humble  disciple 
of  truth, — but  I  mean  the  genuine  "  Shoot-into-the-tree  "  Empiric.  He 
is  the  true,  the  only  Simon-pure  Charlatan. 

Worcester,  April  18th,  1849.  L.  Reuben,  M.  D. 

(To    BE    CONTINUED.) 


ANIMAL  HEAT. 

BY    PROF.    I.    M.    COMINGS. 

The  subject  of  animal  heat  has  been  one  of  fruitful  discussion,  among 
our  Botanic  physicians,  for  a  long  time ;  and  we  have  had  various  the- 
ories advanced,  some  ingenious  and  plausible,  and  some  perhaps  in  ac- 
cordance with  those  we  are  about  to  advocate.  Oar  physiologists  have 
generally  placed  the  digestive  system,  with  the  respiratory,  as  the  chief 
source  of  animal  heat. 

In  reading  a  small  work  entitled  "  First  Principles  of  Medicine,  by 
Archabald  Billing,"  we  have  noticed  the  following  ideas  which  seem  to 
comprehend  the  most  philosophical  notions  on  this  subject,  which  we 
have  seen.  He  says  in  substance,  that  heat  is  extricated  all  over  the 
frame, — in  the  capillaries,  by  the  action  of  the  nerves  during  the  change 
of  the  blood  from  scarlet  arterial  to  purple  venous,  and  also  while  it  is 
changing  in  the  lungs  from  purple  to  scarlet.     There  is  a  perpetual  de- 
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position,  by  the  capillery  system,  of  new  matter,  and  decomposition  of  the 
old,  all  over  the  frame,  influenced  by  the  nerves.  In  other  words,  the 
o-alvanoid  or  electroid  influence  of  the  nerves,  which  occasions  these  de- 
positions  and  decompositions,  keeps  up  a  slow  combustion.  In  this  de- 
composition, there  is  a  continual  disengagement  of  carbon,  which  mixes 
with  the  blood,  returning  to  the  heart  at  the  time  it  chancres  from  scar- 
let  to  purple.  This  decomposition,  being  effected  by  agency  of  the 
nerves,  produces  constant  extrication  of  caloric.  Again,  in  the  lungs, 
that  carbon  is  thrown  off  and  united  with  oxygen,  during  which  opera- 
tion the  caloric  is  again  set  free ;  so  that  we  have,  in  the  lungs,  a  char- 
coal fire,  constantly  burning,  and,  in  the  other  parts,  a  wood  fire, — the 
one  producing  carbonic  acid  gas,  the  other  cirbon  :  the  food  supplying 
through  the  circulation,  the  vegetable  or  animal  fuel  from  which  the 
charcoal  is  prepared  that  is  burned  in  the  lungs  It  is  thus  that  the  ani- 
mal heat  is  kept  up;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  evaporation  of  pers- 
piration keeps  the  surface  cool ;  but,  in  high  fevers,  where  this  is  defi- 
cient, the  body  gets  too  hot,  and  in  low  grades  of  fevers,  when  the  ner- 
vous influence  is  not  sufficient  to  keep  up  the  full  fire,  the  surface  gets 
cooler  than  the  natural  standard. 

This  is  peculiarly  evident  in  the  beginning  of  eruptive  fevers,  as  scar- 
latina, where  there  is  a  strong  heat  with  the  arterial  color  of  the  skin  ; 
but,  if  the  same  becomes  malignant  and  low,  with  deficient  arterializa- 
tion,  the  temperature  sinks,  and  the  diminution  of  the  charcoal  combus- 
tion in  the  lungs  is  evinced  by  the  dusky  color  of  the  skin,  showing  that 
the  carbon  is  not  thrown  off  as  it  ought  to  be  ;  and  the  same  phenomena 
take  place  in  typhoid  fever. 

Whatever  nervous  influence  may  be,  or  however  generated,  we  know, 
that  the  energy  of  parts,  depends  upon  something  that  is  communicated 
to  them  by  the  nerves,  in  conjunction  with  the  ganglia,  brain,  and  spinal 
cord;  that,  while  parts  are  supplied  with  this  nervous  influence,  they  re- 
tain their  power  of  action,  and  not  longer;  that  arteries  become  less  sus- 
ceptible of  impression  from  external  agents,  when  the  nervous  energy  is 
low  ;  and  that,  when  the  vital  powers  are  sunk,  the  capillary  arteries  cease 
to  secrete. 

These  facts  seem  to  give  ns  the  necessary  data  for  the  above  conclu- 
sions, and,  we  think,  go  far  to  prove  the  theory  of  fever  which  is  advo- 
cated by  our  Botanic  authors,  that  the  heat  of  fever  is  a  salutary  effort 
of  nature  to  remove  the  obstruction  or  debility  existing  in  the  system. 

Worcester,  May,  1849. 
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Mr.  Editor  : — As  I  have  been  treating  a  case  uncommon  to  me,  hop- 
ing that  others  may  take  warning  and  profit  from  the  misfortunes  of  this 
patient,  I  send  you  a  report  of  the  same,  by  the  request  of  the  patient. — 
Rev.  Mr.  <&  Mrs.  Foster  came  to  my  house,  March  16th,  1849,  with  their 
child,  aged  9  months  and  a  few  days.     They  stated,  that  it  had    taken 
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cold  a  short  time  before,  and  was  a  little  choked  with  phlegm,  and  that  a 
lady  had  given  it  about  half  a  teaspoonful  of  hive  syrup.  In  a  few  min- 
utes, it  turned  pale,  then  purple  or  spotted,  and  soon  began  to  vomit. — 
When  I  first  saw  the  child,  which  was  about  five  hours  after  it  took  the 
medicine,  (I  should  say  poison,)  it  looked  rather  pale,  and  was  continu- 
ally twisting,  turning,  and  drawing  its  mouth  in  all  possible  shapes,  with 
squinting  of  the  eyes,  vomiting  and  purging,  about  every  half  hour. 
The  stomach  and  bowels  appeared  very  much  iritated, — the  pulse  could 
not  be  counted.  For  six  days,  I  gave  it  every  medicine  which  I  could 
think  of,  as  being  probably  of  service;  but  all  was  without  any  beneficial 
effect.  Medicine  would  not  stay  on  the  stomach  long  enough  to  produce 
any  permanent  good,  and  outward  applications  appeared  of  little  use. 
The  child  grew  worse  continually  ;  and,  on  the  seventh  day,  it  had  a  num- 
ber of  spasms,  and  was  evidently  fast  hastening  to  the  grave.  The  pulse 
must  soon  have  ceased  to  beat,  unless  something  more  could  be  done. — 
As  a  last  resort,  I  gave  it  a  large  dose  of  morphine.  I  then  dissolved  some 
opium  in  water,  wet  a  cloth  in  it,  and  laid  it  on  the  bowels  ;  and,  in  a 
few  hours,  the  pain  began  to  subside,  but  the  strength  failed  rapidly,  and 
the  eyesight  was  soon  entirely  lost.  I  then  gave  it  enemata,  composed  of 
third  preparation  and  No.  6,  well  seasoned  with  cayenne,  which  were  re- 
tained for  hours;  and,  by  using  ether,  hartshorn,  camphor,  and  other 
like  medicines,  for  a  number  of  hours,  it  was  kept  alive,  although  every 
one  present  thought  it  past  help.  There  was  a  death-rattle.  Three  or 
four  different  times,  we  thought  it  had  nearly  breathed  its  last.  It  could 
not  swallow,  and  the  throat  was  so  filled,  that  I  took  the  end  of  a  quill, 
wet  it  in  some  canker  medicine,  put  it  in  the  throat,  and  got  out  consid- 
erable thick  viscid .  mucus,  which  relieved  its  breathing  somewhat,  and 
it  began  to  improve  slowly.  About  the  third  day  after,  it  took  cold,  and 
brought  on  fever  with  severe  cough,  which  lasted  a  number  of  days.  The 
canker  covered  the  mouth  ;tnd  throat  so  thickly  that  it  could  not  nurse 
for  about  twenty-four  hours  ;  but  I  succeeded  in  clearing  it  with  com- 
mon remedies.  It  then  began  to  improve,  and  soon  got  well,  to  the 
astonishment  and  wonder  of  ail  who  saw  it. 
Addison,  April  23d,  1849.  W.  HINDES. 


DIFFICULT  LABOR,  CONSUMPTION,  &C. 

Dr.  Newton  : — Dear  Sir.  Some  two  weeks  ago,  I  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  testing  the  virtues  of  the  article  recommended  by  you  in  difficult 
labor,  Sarracenia  purpurea.  I  was  called  to  a  lady  who  had  been  in  la- 
bor three  days.  I  was  informed  by  the  midwife  who  had  been  in  attend- 
ance, that  her  pains  had  appeared  to  be  true  labor  pains  at  first,  but  that 
they  had  nearly  disappeared  at  that  time.  The  membranes  had  ruptured, 
on  the  first  day,  and  the  amnion  waters  had  passed  off.  The  presentation 
was  a  correct  one,  and  all  things  appeared  right  to  her,  only  energetic 
pains  were  required  to  aid  in  her  delivery.  I  found  the  lady  much  ex- 
hausted from  loss  of  sleep,  fatigue,  and  anxiety  of  mind.     My  first  ob- 
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ject,  after  satisfying  myself  that  it  was  a  natural  presentation,  was  to 
quiet  her  mind,  brace  up  her  system,  and  induce  her  to  take  rest.  After 
partially  succeeding  in  this,  I  tried  the  remedies  used  in  such  cases,  such 
as  lobelia  in  broken  doses,  raspberry,  cayenne,  nerve  powder,  enemata, 
&,c.  Circumstances  prevented  me  from  using  the  steam  bath.  I  con- 
tinued this  treatment  for  28  hours,  without  producing  the  result  desired. 

1  then  commenced  using  the  Sarracenia  as  directed  by  you,  adding  to- 
wards the  last,  to  sustain  her  strength,  and  fearing  hemorrhage,  1-4  tea- 
spoonful  of  cayenne  to  each  dose.  I  had  used  it  but  a  short  time  before 
it  began  to  exhibit  its  power  ;  and,  in  about  six  hours,  the  lady  was  safe- 
ly delivered  of  the  child  and  the  placenta.  The  child  was  one  of  un- 
common size; — she  was  in  labor  five  days.  The  case  taught  me  a  les- 
son which  I  shall  long  remember, — a  lesson  it  were  well  that  all  Ac- 
coucheurs should  learn, — patience  and  strong  faith  in  the  powers  of  na- 
ture, if  not  thwarted.  I  called  on  the  lady  next  day,  and  found  her  do- 
ing well,  not  having  an  after  pain. 

I  have  found  the  polypodium  and  macrotris  racemosa,  an  invaluable 
remedy  for  coughs  and  consumption.  It  seldom  fails  in  giving  relief.  It 
has  never  dissappointed  me  as  yet.  Take  of  the  polypodium  vulgare 
leaves,  reduced  to  a  powder,  two  parts,  macrotris  racemosa  one  part  : — 
one  table-spoonful  of  the  mixture  to  one  pint  of  boiling  water.  Let  it 
simmer  15  minutes,  and  strain.  Dose,  a  wine-glassful,  4  times  a  day, 
adding  to  each  dose  one  tea-spoonful  of  tincture  of  lobelia,  or  as  much  as 
the  stomach  can  bear,  without  vomiting.    A  syrup  can  be  made,  by  taking 

2  oz.  of  polypodium  and  one  of  racemosa,  and  two  quarts  of  water. — 
Boil  to  1-2  pint,  strain,  add  sugar,  simmer,  and  skim.  Add,  when  cold, 
one  gill  of  the  tincture  of  lobelia. 

Can  you  inform  me  which  is  the  best  practical  work  on  the  water-cure? 
I  have  great  faith  in  the  efficacy  of  cold  water.  South  Carolina  appears 
to  be  behind  the  age  in  medical  reform.  Bidding  you  God  speed  in 
your  good  work  of  Medical  Reform, 

I  am  yours  most  respectfully, 

Orangeburg,  March  26th,  1849.  Win.  F.  BARTON. 


TEAS-BLACK  AND  GREEN. 

This  article,  from  having  been  one  of  the  luxuries  of  civilization,  is 
now  considered  one  of  the  necessaries ;  and  a  few  facts,  as  to  the  different 
kinds  and  their  cultivation,  will  not  be  out  of  place.  Among  the 
Chinese  themselves  the  black  teas  have  the  preference,  being  in  fact  the 
court  tea,  the  Emperor  using  no  other,  he  having  large  tracts  of  land 
set  apart  for  raising  this  herb  for  his  particular  use.  The  black  tea  is 
the  plant  in  its  wild  or  uncultivated  state,  growing  principally  on  the 
hill  sides,  while  the  green  teas  are  produced  by  cultivation  in  the  vallies. 
When  the  plant  of  the  black  tea  is  in  a  proper  state  for  gathering,  k  is 
stripped  from  the  stalk  and  left  to  wither  and  partially  dry,  and  then  the 
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leaves  are  separated  from  each  other,  classed  as  to  size,  and  dried  slowly 
by  heat.  The  small  leaves  are  the  most  valuable,  the  large  ones  making 
the  common  souchong  and  other  cheap  varieties. 

The  green  teas  are  plucked  from  the  stalks  and  immediately  put  over 
a  fire  and  kept  in  motion,  and  rubbed  in  the  hands  until  perfectly  dry. 
The  leaves  are  then  separated,  the  smaller  ones  being  the  Young  Hyson, 
the  larger  the  Old  Hyson,  and  those  rubbed  into  balls  the  Gunpowder 
and  Imperial.  Some  poisonous  drug  is  at  times  put  into  the  green  tea 
to  give  it  that  bright,  lively  color,  which  is  such  a  favorite,  and  great 
care  is  necessary  to  prevent  suffering  from  the  deleterious  compound. 
The  tea  plant,  before  it  is  cured,  is  as  nauseous  as  the  tobacco  plant,  and 
the  difference  in  the  quality  of  the  teas  is  caused  almost  entirely  by  the 
manner  of  curing.  The  French  chemists  now  say,  that,  in  addition  to 
the  enlivening  and  stimulating  qualities  of  tea,  it  is  highly  nutritious, 
and  that  some  kinds  of  invalids  live  almost  entirely  upon  it.  The  ex- 
perienced tea  trader  can  tell,  by  its  peculiar  aroma,  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  cured,  and  some  of  them  even  say  they  can  tell  the  place  of  its 
growth,  by  the  same  means. — Boston  Pathfinder. 


SUPERIWATION. 

Professor  Newton  : — 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  quite  a  singular  case  to  report? 
or,  at  any  rate,  one  that  is  rather  novel  to  me.  On  the  24th  of  March, 
1849,  I  was  called  to  see  a  lady,  who  informed  me  that  she  had  been  suf- 
fering from  uterine  hemorrhage,  for  the  last  two  hours,  and  was  experi- 
encing labor  pains.  She  also  informed  me,  that  she  had  not  been  sensi- 
ble of  foetal  life  at  any  time,  nor  had  she  had  the  catameniae  for  the  last 
eight  months,  or  since  July,  1848.  On  examination,  I  found  the  os  uteri 
dilated  about  as  in  the  second  stage  of  labor,  and  a  heavy  membranous 
sack  protruding.  In  about  an  hour,  the  true  labor  pains  came  on,  and 
the  sack  or  corion  coat  came  away  attached  to  the  placenta  ;  and,  strange 
though  true,  I  found  three  quite  heavy  stout  membranes  to  the  sack.  In 
rupturing  it,  I  discovered  one  foetus,  about  three  months  old,  dead,  and 
perfectly  preserved  ;  and,  to  all  appearance,  it  had  been  dead  a  consid- 
erable time.  On  further  examination,  I  found  another  foetus  about  five 
months  old  ;  and,  by  appearance,  this  had  but  recently  died,  as  its  um- 
bilical cord  was  fresh,  and  of  the  usual  size,  while  that  of  the  former 
was  small  and  withered,  though  perfectly  firm  and  strong.  Both  of  the 
cords  were  attached  to  the  one  placenta,  about  two  inches  apart.  Now, 
Sir,  it  is  my  opinion,  that  the  second  conception  took  place  three  months 
after  the  first ;  that  then  the  first  foetus  died,  perhaps  in  consequence  of 
the  nourishment  being  taken  from  it,  and  that  in  order  to  save  the  life 
of  the  second  foetus,  nature  kept  and  preserved  the  dead  one  from  decom- 
posing ;  and  the  weight  of  the  two  foetuses  prevented  the  uterus  from 
rising  into  the  abdomen.  Consequently,  she  felt  no  life.  There  had 
beer^some  tumefaction  of  the  breasts,  but  none  of  the  abdomen.     Thus 
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you  will  perceive,  one  being  of  three  months  existence  and  the  other  of 
five,  we  have  the  eight  months  referred  to.  This,  however,  is  submitted 
to  you,  for  any  remarks  you  may  feel  disposed  to  make  ;  and,  if  it  would 
o-ive  any  further  satisfaction,  I  have  the  specimens  which  may  be  at  your 
disposal  for  inspection.  This  may  be  termed  a  freak  of  Nature. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 
Troy,  April  5-7*,  1849.  E.  J.  MATTOCKS. 


KOST'S  THERAPEUTICS. 

We  have,  at  length,  received  a  supply  of  the  "  Elements  of  Materia 
Medica  and  Therapeutics,  adapted  to  the  new  Physiological  System  of 
Practice,  by  John  Kost,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Ther- 
apeutics, in  the  Physiologico-Medical  College  of  Ohio,  Professor  of  Ma- 
teria Medica  and  Botany  in  the  Botanico-Medical  College  of  New  Eng- 
land, Author  of  Practice  of  Medicine,  Author  of  Lectures  on  True  Med- 
ical Science,  Honorary  Member  of  the  T.  Medical  Society  of  New  York, 
Member  of  the  R.  Medical  Society  of  Ohio,  &c,  &c,  &c."  The 
work  is  published  at  Cincinnati,  i  y  Kost  and  Pool,  and  contains  572 
pages,  with  a  large  number  of  plates  descriptive  of  medical  plants.  Dr. 
Kost  possesses  pre-eminent  qualifications  for  the  preparation  of  such  a 
work.  The  plan  on  which  it  is  got  up  is,  in  some  respects,  original,  and 
is  highly  valuable.  We  anticipate  for  it  a  large  sale.  It  certainly  ought 
to  be  in  the  hands  of  every  Botanic  physician.  It  is,  with  reference  to 
our  Practice,  essentially  what  the  United  States  Dispensatory  is,  with 
reference  to  the  Allopathic.  It  gives  the  botanic  description,  as  well  as 
the  therapeutic  properties  of  a  great  variety  of  plants,  and  the  method  of 
obtaining  each  separate  from  the  rest.  It  has  many  valuable  formulas, 
and  specific  directions  to  practitioners.  There  are  some  typographical  and 
other  errors,  which  we  regret ;  but  perfection  is  not  to  be  expected,  in 
the  first  edition,  especially,  of  any  work.  On  the  whole,  Dr.  K.  has  done 
our  cause  a  great  service ;  and  we  trust  the  friends  will  amply  compen- 
sate him  .by  the  liberal  purchase  of  his  Therapeutics. 

We  hope,  ere  long,  in  connexion  with  the  doctor,  to  be  able  to  furnish 
the  profession  with  an  ample  and  thorough  Treatise  on  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine, — a  work,  which  shall  minutely  describe  the  pa- 
thology of  every  disease,  as  well  as  the  symptoms  and  mode  of  cure. 

[Ed.  Jour.] 


GRAPHIC  DESCRIPTION. 

Lord  Byron  described  a  party  with  which  he  dined,  as  follows  : — 
"  Like  most  parties  of  the  kind,  it  was  first  silent,  then  talky,  then 
argumentative,  then  disputatious,  then  unintelligible,  then  altogethery, 
then  inarticulate,  and  then  drunk."  * 
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AN  EDITORIAL  HINT. 

Few  persons  have  their  generosity  and  kindness  so  liberally  taxed,  as 
an  editor.  Besides  being  blamed  often  for  what  he  publishes,  or  for  re- 
fusing to  publish  what  he  considers  unsuitable  to  be  spread  before  the 
public  mind,  he  is  especially  annoyed,  in  times  like  these,  by  having  to 
pay  the  debts  of  his  subscribers,  not  unfrequently  to  the  amount  of  several 
hundred  dollars.  We  are  aware  that  many  who  ask  for  and  compel  this 
pecuniary  aid,  sometimes  profess  great  attachment  to  the  editor's  publica- 
tion. They  speak  well  of  it  to  him,  and  perhaps  to  others;  they  think 
it  a  good  paper,  and  are  pleased  regularly  to  read  it.  If  for  so  trifling 
an  offence,  as  neglecting  to  return  the  equivalent,  after  receiving  it  one 
or  two  years,  he  should,  perchance,  discontinue  the  sending  of  it,  they 
are  astonished,  and  perhaps  will  write  him  a  letter,  complaining  of  his 
flagrant  abuse.  They  seem  quite  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  a  respecta- 
ble editor  can  use  his  readers  in  so  unbecoming  a  manner. 

Now,  in  the  matter  of  conducting  the  Journal,  we  lay  no  claim  to  this 
transcendental  benevolence.  We  frankly  own,  that  it  does  not,  on  the 
whole,  gratify  our  feelings  at  all,  to  be  obliged  to  pay  the  debts  of  others, 
as  we  have  frequently  done.  For  the  current  volume  of  the  Journal,  the 
receipts  are  found  in  the  several  numbers;  and,  bearing  in  mind  the 
fact,  that  each  number  costs  us  over  twenty  dollars,  in  cash,  our  readers 
can  form  some  judgment  how  rich  we  are  growing  on  the  paper,  even 
now,  after  its  existence  for  more  than  three  years.     [Ed.  Jour.] 


From  the  Hartford  Daily  Times. 

CONNECTICUT  BOTANICO-MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  Eleventh  Annual  Communication  of  the  Connecticut  Botanico- 
Medical  Society,  and  the  first  under  the  charter  incorporating  said  Soci- 
ety, granted  May  Session  of  General  Assembly,  1848 — was  holden  at 
Oilman's  Saloon,  in  this  city,  on  Tuesday,  8th  May  inst. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  officers  for  the   year  ensuing  : 

President — J.  W.  Johnson. 

Vice  President — Wm.  K.  Otis. 

Recording  Secretary — Edgar  Miles. 

Corresponding  Secretary — Ellsworth  Burr. 

Treasurer — Selden  Sprague. 

A  full  number  were  in  attendance,  and  a  lively  interest  was  manifest- 
ed for  the  cause  of  Medical  Reform,  and  for  the  standard  of  requirements 
for  Licentiates.  A  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted,  recommending 
students  to  pursue  a  full  course  of  medical  instruction  in  the  Worcester 
Botanico-Medical  College,  recently  chartered  by  the  Legislature  of  that 
State.  The  Connecticut  Botanico-Medical  Society  being  now  estab- 
lished upon  a  firm  basis,  we  fondly  cherish  the  belief  that  good  will  re- 
sult .from  its  deliberations.  .  Vindex. 
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[Since  committing  the  above  to  our  printer  for  publication,  we  have  received  the  follow- 
ing communication  from  the  Recording  Secretary  of  the  above  named  Society.    Ed.  Jour.] 

Dr.  Newton: — 

Dear  Sir,— At  the  request  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Johnson,  Presi- 
dent of  "  the  Conn.  B.  M.  Society,"  I  forward  you  the  resolution  passed 
at  our  annual  meeting  in  Hartford,  May  8th. 

"Resolved, — that,  as  friends  of  medical  reform,  we  deem  it  necessary, 
that  all  pursuing  the  study  of  medicine  become  well  qualified,  and  that 
an  Institution,  where  the  true  principles  of  medical  science  are  taught 
ought  to  be  patronized  and  supported  in  New  England.  Therefore,  re- 
solved, that  we  believe  the  Medical  College  at  Worcester  one,  where  the 
true  principles  are  taught,  and  would  reccommend  to  students  to  attend 
two  full  Courses  at  said  Institution,  and  that  we  will  use  our  efforts  to 
give  it  support  and  patronage."     Yours,  foe, 

Edgar  Miles,  Recording  Secretary. 

New  Haven,  May  llth,  1849. 

[We  also  learn  from  a  friend,  who  was  present  at  the  meeting  referred  to,  that  the  fol  - 
lowing  gentlemen  were  elected,  by  the  Society,  as  their  Censors  for  the  ensuing  year. 
Ed.  Jour.  J 

Dr.  E.  Burr,  on  Theory  and  Practice. 
"    A.  S.  D.  Kelton,  on  Botany  and  Materia  Medica. 
"    W.  K.  Otis,  on  Obstetrics,  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 
"    H.  A.  Archer,  on  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 
"    S.  Sprague,  on  Chemistry,  Pathology,  &  Medical  Jurisprudence, 


WORCESTER  MEDICAL  INSTITUTION. 

The  fourth  Anniversary  of  this  Institution  will  occur  on  Wednesday* 
June  6th.  The  public  exercises  will  take  place  at  the  Upper  City  Hall 
commencing  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M.  These  exercises  will  consist  of  the 
reading  and  defending  of  theses  by  the  candidates  for  graduation,  an 
Address  by  the  President  of  the  Institution,  and  the  ceremony  of  confer- 
ring the  degrees. 

The  Annual  Meetino-  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Institution  will  be  held, 
at  the  house  of  the  President,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  A  full  attendance  is 
requested,  as  important  business  will  come  before  them. 

The  examination  of  the  candidates  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medi- 
cine will  take  place,  before  the  Board  of  Censois,  on  Tuesday  June  5th, 
at  2  o'clock,  P.  M.  E.  M.  Parritt,  Secretary. 
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u  Seize  upon  truth  wherever  found. 
On  Christian  or  on  Heathen  ground." 


VOL.  III.  WORCESTER,  MASS.,  JUNE  1,  1849.  NO.  XI. 


VIS  MEDICATRIX  NATURE 

A  Graduation  Thesis, 

BY    L.    REUBEN. 

Gentlemen: — Believing  that  it  is  both  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the 
student  of  any  science,  to  investigate,  candidly,  fully,  and  fearlessly,  any 
theory  held  by  men  or  books,  no  matter  how  long  or  how  generally  re- 
ceived,— and  feeling  that  he  upon  whose  shoulders  is  laid  the  responsibility 
of  life  or  death,  should,  above  all  others,  be  willing  to  "  prove  all  things," 
and  hold  fast  only  "that  which  is  good  ;"  I  have  ventured  to  devote  this 
Essay  to  an  inquiry  respecting  that  principle  so  frequently  invoked  by 
medical  writers,  and  which  is,  perhaps,  best  known  as  the  "  Vis  medica- 
trix  naturae,"  or  "vital  principle."  The  existence  of  this  principle  the 
medical  student  is  too  apt  to  admit  upon  mere  authority.  Few  can  say 
they  have  investigated  the  truth  of  this  subject,  yet  almost  all  are  ready 
to  defend  the  principle  in  i  question;  and  this  fact  is  not  without  its 
significance. 

I  shall  strive  to  show  that  there  needs  not  be,  and  is  not  any  such 
principle  in  living  beings,  as  that  styled  vis  ?ned.  not.  If  I  fail  of  this, 
I  hope  at  least  to  prove,  that  there  are  two  sides  to  this,  no  less  than  to 
some  other  questions,  which,  not  long  since,  it  would  have  been  heresy  to 
call  in  doubt.  I  am  aware  that  the  attempt,  by  one  of  Botanic  faith,  to 
disprove  the  existence  of  this  almost  axiomatic  principle  of  ours,  is  novel 
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and  seemingly  adventurous.     I  can  only  ask,  that  this  subject  be  viewed 
in  the  licrht  shed  upon  it  by  simple  scientific  truth. 

Let  us  not  forget,  in  the  outset,  that,  while  there  are  many  truths 
relative  to  the  human  body  which  are  beyond  all  doubt,  being  attested  by 
our  senses,  the  idea  of  a  vital  principle  is  purely  atheory — a  supposition 
which  no  man  can  say  he  knows  to  be  true,  but  which  we  infer  by  the 
exercise  of  our  reasoning  powers.  Thus,  we  have  all  seen  many  solid 
substances  belonging  to  the  human  system,  and,  among  them,  such  a  one 
as  phosphate  of  lime  in  the  bones  ;  and,  consequently,  we  know  that  all 
these  do  exist.  But,  if  a  man  tells  me  he  knows  there  is  such  a  thing  as 
a  vis  med.  nat.,  I  may  ask  him  how  he  knows.  Has  he  ever  seen 
it?  No.  Heard,  smelled,  tasted,  or  felt  it?  No.  Then  he  does  not 
know;  he  merely  infers,  theorizing  from  certain  phenomena  which  he 
has  witnessed  in  the  system;  and  what  he  would  call  a  fact  is  only  an 
inference — a  theory.  But  being  a  theory,  it  may  be  erroneous ;  and 
hence,  until  established,  must  be  received  with  caution. 

If  now  we.  look  through  the  medical  works  of  the  past  and  present 
time,  we  are  struck  with  the  diversity  of  names  and  offices  with  which 
this  supposititious  principle  has  been  honored.  Thus,  Hippocrates,  who 
was  the  father  of  this  medical  monstrosity,  and  above  whose  level  of 
vision,  we,  it  seems,  have  not  been  able  to  raise  ourselves  after  a  lapse  of 
two  thousand  years,  christened  his  bantling  Physis,  i.  e.,  Nature ;  and, 
subservient  to  it  he  had  other  principles,  Dynameis,  or  Powers.  Aris- 
totle called  it  the  moving  or  generating  principle.  Von  Helmont  named 
it  Archeus.  It  was  Stahl's  anima ;  Boerhaave's  impetum  faciens  ;  Hun- 
ter's and  Hooper's  vital  principle  ;  Darwin's  sensorial  energy ;  Rush's 
occult  cause  [, occult  to  him,  no  doubt;  but  occult,  not  because  different 
from  ordinary  physical  causes,  but  because  he  could  not  in  this  instance 
comprehend  their  operation] ;  Cullen's  autocrateia  or  vis  med.  nat. ; 
Whytt's  sentient  principle ;  Brousais'  vital  chemistry  [,and  here  we  seem 
to  have  an  approximation  towards  the  truth  in  the  case]  ;  Culpepper's 
vital  spirits  ;  &c.  By  others,  it  has  been  designated  the  living  principle, 
living  powers,  powers  of  life ,  vital  force,  vital  essence,  vis  insiia,  vis 
vitce,  vires  vitce,  vis  conservatrix,  and  so  on  to  the  end,  if  indeed  there 
be  any,  of  the  chapter.  Even  Dr.  Samuel  Thomson,  while  he  carried 
on  a  war  to  the  hilt  against  the  time-honored  errors  of  the  miscalled 
Regulars,  not  only  spared,  but  adopted  this  sorriest  phantasy  of  their 
creed,  under  the  appellation  of  vital  power,  nature,  or  heat. 

Notwithstanding  the  marked  discrepancies  thus  existing  between  the 
advocates  of  this  principle,  we  find  them  generally  agreeing  upon  the 
following  points :  First,  that  the  vital  principle  superintends  and  con- 
trols the  involuntary  functions  of  the  system  : — Secondly,  that  it  resists 
the  ordinary  chemical  affinities  between  the  elements  of  the  tissues  during 
life; — Thirdly,  that  it  tends  to  resist  the  encroachments  of  disease,  and 
to  repair  injuries  received  by  the  organism. 

The  question  now  arises,  Do  the  phenomena  exhibited  by  living  bodies, 
require  any  such  principle  as  the  vis  med.  nat.  for  their  explanation?  If 
not,  is  not  such  a  principle  a  useless  burden  upon  our  science?  And 
can  a  principle  in  medicine  be  useless,  without  being  at  the  same  time  a 
positive  evil?     Does  not  the  doctrine  alluded  to  blind  the  physician  to 
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the  true  action  of  remedies,  by  teaching  him  that  he  cannot  cure  disease, 
•but  can  only  throw  in  a  may-be  assistant  of  nature  ;  while  he  ought  to 
know  that  chemical  affinities  reign  in  livinc,  as  well  as  in  dead  matter  : 
and  that  he  can,  if  he  will,  learn  what  those  elements  are  of  which  the 
diseased  tissue  has  too  much  or  too  little,  and  remove  or  furnish  them 
accordingly  ?  While  physicians  thus  err  with  regard  to  the  very  object 
and  action  of  remedies,  no  matter  how  honest  their  convictions,  or  how 
zealous  their  efforts,  thousands  of  victims  must  pay  the  forfeit  of  their 
ignorance. 

Do  not  charge  me  with  Kelleyism.  I  entertained  these  views  before  I 
knew  there  was  in  existence  such  a  man  as  Dr.  Kelley,  or  such  a  thing 
in  nature  as  an  Analytical  physician  ;  and  I  found  a  confirmation  of  my 
views  in  Carpenter's  "Elements  of  Physiology."  Dr.  K.  declares,  that  he 
has  already  discovered  remedies,  on  chemical  principles,  for  every  disease 
of  the  system.  I  can  only  say,  that  I  sincerely  wish,  for  the  good  of  human- 
ity he  had  !     I  ask  attention  now  to  the  four  following  propositions. 

First,  The  properties  of  chemical  compounds  vary  according  to  their 
composition.  The  air  we  breathe, — that  happifying  compound,  the  nitrous 
oxide,  or  laughing  gas, — and  the  corrosive  and  deadly  nitric  acid,  are 
each  composed  of  precisely  the  same  ingredients,  nitrogen  and  oxygen, 
merely  united  in  different  proportions.  Now  this  is  worth  thinking  of. 
Give  a  man  one  mixture  of  these  elements,  and  he  laughs  or  rants  like  a 
madman,  and  then  recovers  and  forgets  it.  Gire  him  another  mixture  of 
the  very  same,  and  lesions,  agony,  and  death  follow !  What  is  it,  that 
gives  to  these  almost  similar  compounds  such  opposite  qualities  and 
effects  ?     I  answer  : 

Secondly,  The  new  set  of  actions,  exhibited  by  new  combinations  of 
material  elements,  is  due  to  the  evolution ,  in  the  latter,  of  properties  before 
latent,  and  the  rendering  latent  of  others  before  sensible ;  in  other  words, 
the  conditions  in  which  an  element  is  placed,  determine  the  properties  it 
will  exhibit.  To  illustrate  :  carbon  is  a  solid,  oxygen  a  gas.  Unite  them 
in  certain  proportions,  and  we  have  another  very  different  gas,  carbonic 
acid.  Combine  this  with  still  another  gas,  ammonia,  and  we  have  a  white 
solid,  carbonate  of  ammonia.  Here  we  see  a  change  of  properties  with 
every  change  of  condition.  Again,  oxygen  supports  combustion  and 
respiration.  Unite  it  with  sulphur,  and  it  will  now  support  neither,  but 
will  powerfully  corrode.  Combine  the  new  product  with  magnesia,  and 
it  ceases  to  corrode,  and  may  be  swallowed  in  large  doses  with  temporary 
good  effects.  Most  wonderful  transformations,  you  are  ready  to  say  ;  and 
yet  there  has  taken  place  no  real  transformation  through  all  these  changes. 
The  oxygen,  which  we  should  expect  by  this  time  to  have  been  forever 
lost  in  the  compound,  may  be  obtained  again,  precisely  what  it  was 
before  its  union  with  the  sulphur,  possessed  of  all  and  only  the  properties 
of  pure  oxygen,  and  ready  to  combine  again,  or  a  thousand  times,  or  an 
infinite  number  of  times,  with  sulphur  or  any  other  substance,  and  come 
out,  unmingled,  unimpaired,  genuine  oxygen  in  the  end.  The  same  is 
true  of  all  other  chemical  elements.  Now,  if  this  be  so,  (and  we  know 
it  is,)  then  it  follows,  that  even  in  the  sulphuric  acid,  or  in  the  sulphate 
of  magnesia,  the  oxygen  still  remains  unchanged  and  unchangeable,  and 
that  it  exhibits  new  properties,  not  because  it  becomes  anything  more  or 
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less  than  oxygen,  but  because  it  is   oxygen  existing  under  a  new  condi- 
tion. 

It  follows  universally,  then,  that,  when  any  chemical  element  passes 
from  the  state  of  a  simple  to  that  of  a  compound,  or  from  one  compound 
into  another,  it  lias  properties  rendered  latent  which  before  were  sensible, 
and  others  made  sensible  which  before  were  latent.  Thus,  it  is  a  property' 
of  oxygen,  while  a  simple,  to  produce  flame  in  contact  with  combustibles; 
but  combine  it  with  hydrogen,  and,  although*  it  remains,  as  I  flatter  my- 
self I  have  clearly  shown,  genuine  and  unchanged  oxygen,  yet,  no  sooner 
does'  it  enter  upon  this  new  condition  of  a  hydrogen-compound,  than  its 
old  property  of  supporting  flame  becomes  latent,  and  another,  the  very 
reverse  of  this,  becomes  sensible.  If  it  be  objected  that  this  result  is 
due  to  the  hydrogen,  which  does  not,  even  when  uncombined,  support 
combustion,  we  will  take  another  property  of  water  against  which  such 
an  objection  cannot  be  urged.  Water  manifests  the  property  of  com- 
bining with  the  metallic  salts,  almost  without  exception,  as  part  of  the 
process  of  crystalization  ;  while  neither  of  its  component  elements  can 
be  made  to  perform  an  office  at  all  analagous  to  this. 

Thirdly,  The  human  body  is  entirely  and  solely  composed  of  chemical 
elements.  It  is  built  up  of  solid  and  fluid  atoms  like  the  tree,  the  moun- 
tain, or  the  great  globe  itself.  You  and  I  are  masses  of  matter,  and,  so 
far  as  science  is  concerned,  we  are  nothing  else!  It  may  be  matter  of 
surprise  that  I  insist  so  urgently  upon  this  point.  It  may  be  said  this  is 
a  truth  which  no  one  doubts  or  questions.  But  it  is  one  thing  to  admit 
the  truth  of  an  assertion,  quite  another  to  appreciate  the  bearing  of  what 
we  admit.  I  declare  the  body  to  be  a  great  chemical  compound. 
"Granted,"  says  one,  "nobody  thinks  of  questioning  it;  at  least,  nobody 
who  has  not  the  hardihood  to  belie  the  evidence  of  his  own  senses."  But, 
when  I  take  another  step  upon  the  ground  thus  granted  me,  and  declare 
that  the  actions  of  the  body  depend  on  the  properties  of  its  chemical 
constituents ;  and  that,  consequently,  a  fever  succeeds  a  chill  in  the  hu- 
man mass,  for  the  same  reason  that  a  new  color  comes  out  when  new 
compounds  are  formed  in  a  chemical  experiment — i:  e.  because  the  simple 
laws  of  nature  compel  such  results  to  follow  such  causes  under  such  cir- 
cumstances,— the  theorist  straightway  objects.  "Fever,  I  admit,'7  says 
such  a  one,  "  is  a  certain  condition  of  a  certain  chemical  mass,  the  body  ; 
but  it  cannot  be  produced  by  simple  chemical  laws  :  it  is  the  work  of 
the  vis  med.  nat"  Now  here  is  an  inconsistency  stubborn  enough  to 
prove  the  death  of  any  system.  It  is  granting  a  material  mass,  yet 
denying  that  it  is  governed  by  the  laws  of  matter  ! 

Men  say  their  bodies  are  material,  are  "  but  clay,"  are  "dust;"  yet 
seem  not  to  know  what  this  means,  when  they  have  said  it.  What  then 
does  it  mean  ?  This  ;  that  a  flesh-clad  skeleton  is  a  thing  like  an  alkali, 
or  any  metallic  base,  save  in  one  sole  circumstance  ;  and  that  is  its  being 
a  higher  species  of  compound — the  highest  manifestation  of  affinities — no 
longer  dead-chemical  but  vito-chemical.  With  acids  and  other  sub- 
stances we  can  dissolve  it,  decompose  it,  form  new  compounds  out  of  it, 
just  as  we  would  do  in  experimenting  upon  soda,  or  carbonate  of  lime, 
or  protid,  or  fibrin,  or  blood ;  varying  the  mode  of  experimentation,  of 
course,  according  to  the  different  chemical  condition  of  the  elementary 
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constituents  in  each  particular  case.  The  action  of  acids,  alkalis,  oxygen, 
chlorine,  etc.,  upon  the  tissues,  living  or  dead,  is  fixed,  definite,  chemical; 
in  many  cases  well  understood,  and  will  yet  be  understood  in  all.  What 
then  are  the  essential  elements  of  the  human  fabric?  They  are  these 
thirteen  :  carbon,  hydrogen,  oxygen,  nitrogen,  phosphorus,  sulphur,  iron, 
chlorine,  sodium,  calcium,  potassium,  magnesium,  and  fluorine.  Copper 
and  a  few  others  are  occasionally  found.  "  But,"  says  an  objector,  "  these 
substances  in  the  body  are  combined  according  to  vital  laws ;  they  are 
vital  compounds."     This  brings  me  to  my  last  proposition  I 

Fourthly,  The  component  elements  of  animal  bodies  are  held  together 
by  no  force  other  than  thai  of  ordinary  chemical  affinity.  In  fact,  when 
we  have  admitted  the  body  to  be  a  mass  of  chemical  elements,  we  have 
conceded  everything  claimed  in  this  proposition.  What !  is  not  each 
department  of  Nature  under  the  control  of  its  own  unalterable  laws? 
And  are  the  stubborn  affinities  implanted  by  the  Creator  in  any  variety 
of  matter,  to  yield  to  the  domination  of  an  unknown,  intangible,  invisible, 
indescribable  something,  which  is  yet  confessedly  a  nothing ; — an  im- 
materiality, a  nonentity  ;  which,  save  a  name,  and  a  shrine  in  the  brain 
of  the  theorist,  claims  no  element  of  existence? 

"  But,"  say  the  advocates  of  \he  potent  Vis,  "  how  happens  it,  that  the 
elements  of  the  body  are  united  in  such  peculiar  proportions,  forming 
such  peculiar  compounds?"  Let  us  see.  Does  it  require  any  more 
"  vital  power  "  or  "  principle,"  to  hold  together  carbon  and  oxygen  in 
the  fibrin  of  animal  flesh  and  blood,  in  the  ratio  of  40  equivalents  to  12, 
than  it  does  to  unite  the  same  ingredients  in  morphine  in  the  ratio  of  35 
to  6,  or  to  unite  chlorine  and  oxygen  in  hyperchloric  acid  in  the  ratio  of 
7  to  1 ;  or,  in  fact,  more  than  it  does  to  unite  oxygen  and  hydrogen  in 
water  in  the  simple  ratio  of  1  to  1  ?  Certainly  not.  There  are,  indeed, 
in  fibrin  and  morphine,  other  elements  besides  those  just  named,  but  the 
principle  would  be  the  same  were  there  a  score  of  them.  "Animal 
fibrin,"  it  may  be  said,  "  has  six  different  elements,  and  casein  five."  I 
answer,  so  has  a  certain  platinum-salt  six  elements,  and  common  crystal- 
ized  alum  five  ;  yet  I  suppose  no  one  will  claim  any  great  share  of  "  vital 
principle  "  for  these  latter  ! . 

Again,  if  we  allow  that  hypercholic  acid  exhibits  one  set  of  properties, 
among  which  is  sourness,  and  morphine  another  set,  among  which  is 
that  of  stupefying  ;  shall  we  not  admit  that  fibrin  may  exhibit  still  another 
set,  among  which  is  contractility? — and  this  too  without  the  necessity  of 
calling  to  our  aid  any  other  than  ordinary  physical  principles.  Instead 
of  being  content  to  explain  the  vital  phenomena  thus  simply,  however, 
the  advocates  of  the  vis  med.  not.  invoke  the  aid  of  a  principle  absolutely 
inexplicable  in  itself,  or  in  its  connexion  with  the  organism  which  they 
say  it  directs.  Once  more,  take  one  equivalent  of  carbon  and  two  of 
oxygen;  unite  them  chemically,  and  each  is  neutralized,  saturated,  satis- 
fied ;  and  will  remain  satisfied  and  combined,  until  dispossessed  of  its 
fellow  by  some  superior  affinity.  Now,  take  the  elements  of  gelatin  or 
fibrin,  of  blood  or  nerves,  and  are  they  not,  in  every  instance,  neutral- 
ized, saturated,  and  satisfied,  by  their  mutual  attractions,  as  certainly  and 
perfectly  as  in  the  case  of  the  most  orthodox  chemical  compound  ?  And 
will  they  not  remain  combined,  until  forcibly  separated  by  some  superior 
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affinity  ?  "  Why,  then,"  it  may  be  asked,  "  does  the  body  suffer  so  rapid 
a  decay  after  death  ?"  I  answer  again,  on  purely  chemical  principles. 
It  is  a  physiological  fact,  that  among  the  particles  of  all  the  tissues,  some 
ar,e  constantly  becoming  dead,  and  in  this  state  are  selected  and  carried 
off  by  some  one  of  the  excreting  organs.  Now,  when  death  of  the  body 
occurs,  such  of  these  particles  as  have  but  just  become  effete,  ceasing  at 
once  to  be  eliminated  from  amono-  the  normal  matter  of  the  tissues,  remain 
in  contact  with  them,  act  upon  them  as  ferments  or  putrefactives,  and 
thus  hasten  the  process  of  decomposition.  This  principle  is  strikingly 
exemplified  in  cases  of  complete  suppression  of  urine.  Of  the  urea  con- 
tained in  this  fluid,  Dr.  Watson  says,  "  it  is  a  mere  excrement,  which,  in 
health,  is  removed  from  the  blood  by  the  kidneys.  When  it  is  not  so 
carried  off,  it  accumulates  in  the  blood,  and  acts  as  a  poison,  especially 
upon  the  brain." — [Watson's  Practice  of  Med. p.  867.]  The  effects  of 
this  poisoning  he  tells  us  are  "  coma,  and  death/'  That  the  effete  matter, 
in  this  case  retained  in  the  system,  has  acted  as  a  putrefactive,  is  proved 
by  the  fact  that  patients  thus  afflicted  often  become  gangrenous  before 
death.  Now,  if  such  be  the  effect  of  effete  matter  retained  in  the  system 
from  the  cessation  of  a  single  secretion,  while  all  the  rest  are  active,  it  is 
easy  to  see  what  consequences  must  ensue  when  all  the  excretions  are 
suddenly  and  simultaneously  checked.  The  rapidity  of  animal  decompo- 
sition after  death,  has  long  been  considered  a  certain  proof  of  the  existence 
of  a  vital  principle,  which  is  required  to  resist,  during  life,  the  natural 
tendency  of  the  organism  to  decay.  Since,  however,  we  have  seen  that 
this  rapid  post-mortem  decay  is  really  due  to  a  mere  cessation  of  excre- 
tion, we  find  here  no  necessity  for  supposing  the  existence  of  any  specific 
counteracting  principle,  because  nothing  needs  be  counteracted.  In  life 
decay  goes  on,  and  with  it,  pari  passu,  comes  reparation:  in  death  the 
former  reigns  alone,  and  its  products,  not  being  cast  forth,  gain  strength 
in  the  work  of  disintegration  by  their  own  no  longer  compensated  re- 
actions. 

From  the  four  preceding  propositions,  these  conclusions  necessarily 
follow  :  that  all  the  phenomena  of  the  human  organism,  in  health  or  in 
disease,  are  chemical  phenomena;  that  all  the  animal  functions  are  but 
modes  of  chemical  action;  and,  finally,  that  life  is  but  the  sum-total  of 
the  properties  of  matter  existing  in  that  form  which  we  call  organized. 
This  doctrine  may  be  startling,  but  it  has  a  broad  and  deep  foundation. 
It  is  not  built  upon  the  superficial  and  treacherous  sands  of  common 
notions  and  unlearned  prejudice ;  nor  does  its  corner-stone  rest  upon  the 
delusive  basis  of  some  gaudy  phantom-cloud  of  theory :  it  stands  upon 
simple,  scientific  truth.  It  discards  theory,  and  appeals  to  what  we 
know  ! 

The  more  we  examine  this  position,  the  more  shall  we  find  its  truthful- 
ness commending  it  to  us.  For  example  :  organization  may  exist  with- 
out life;  therefore,  the  latter  is  not  essential  to  the  former.  Therefore, 
again,  organization  is  the  pre-existent,  and  life  the  subsequent  in  the 
chain  of  causation.  Take  another  example.  According  to  the  views  of 
the  advocates  of  a  vital  principle  "  Life  is  a  forced  state,  or  an  assem- 
blage of  functions  which  resist  decay."  Then  life  is  a  negative  state ; 
a  state  of  opposition  to,  or  absence  of,  decay.     But  death  all  admit  to  be 
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a  negative  state.  Then  here  we  have  two  states,  opposed  as  widely  as 
human  comprehension  can  conceive,  and  yet  both  negative ;  and,  most 
unluckily  of  all,  a  man  may  both  have  lived  and  died,  and  yet  have  enjoyed 
no  positive  state,  first  or  last !  But  this  is  absurd.  Life  is  positive;  we 
know  and  feel  this,  and  so  do  all  that  live;  and  death  is  negative  enough, 
God  knows,  and  so  do  we ! 

Did  time  permit,  I  might  show  the  origin  of  the  notion  of  a  vital  prin- 
ciple ;  refer  to  other  arguments  in  its  favor,  and  to  the  influence  such 
views  exert  on  the  conduct  of  the  physician.  In  conclusion  ,  those  "  re- 
cuperative actions,"  "  reparative  processes/'  "  efforts  of  Nature,"  "  sym- 
pathies," etc.,  of  which  we  hear  so  much  in  the  medical  world,  should 
be  explained  on  purely  chemical  principles.  I  believe  the  day  is  at  hand, 
when  they  will  be  so  explained.  Such  things  do  exist,  but  we  have  erred 
in  assigning  the  causes  of  them.  We  shall  one  day  give  them  a  more 
consistent  rationale,  and  more  appropriate  names.  I  have  endeavored  to 
show,  that  no  such  principle  as  the  vis  medicatrix  is  requisite  to  an  ex- 
planation of  the  phenomena  of  life ;  if  not  requisite,  it  is  false,  for  truth 
is  always  requisite  to  an  understanding  of  the  operations  of  nature;  if 
false,  it  is  detrimental ;  for,  as  I  have  before  said,  it  blinds  the  physician 
to  the  true  action  of  remedies,  and  destroys  his  patient.  Those  whose 
high  prerogative  it  is,  to  be  Reformers  in  Medicine,  cannot,  it  would 
seem,  look  with  indifference  on  results  like  these. 
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On  the  2d  of  Oct.,  1847,  by  the  breaking  of  a  plank  on  which  I  was 
standing,  I  was  precipitated  into  a  cistern  of  boiling  water.  The  water 
was  9J  inches  deep  I  fell  on  my  left  side ;  and,  by  putting  my  left  hand 
on  the  bottom,  saved  my  head  and  shoulders,  but  my  lower  limbs,  back, 
and  left  arm  were  very  deeply  scalded.  I  told  one  of  the  bystanders  to 
run  for  a  doctor,  and  I  walked  home  a  distance  of  about  twenty  rods. 

My  pain  was  excruciating,  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  I  was  attacked  with 
spasmodic  shiverings  at  intervals  of  a  few  seconds.  My  friends  gave  me 
large  quantities  of  brandy,  but  with  little  or  no  effect.  Dr.  Knight  of 
Brimfield  soon  arrived,  and  administered  a  dose  of  laudanum  and  aether 
which  allayed  the  spasms.  He  then  dressed  my  burns  with  olive  oil, 
and  left  me.  Subsequently  Dr.  Cady,  of  Monson,  whom  I  had  likewise 
sent  for,  came,  and  remained  through  the  night. 

All  I  recollect  of  this  night  is  a  sense  of  drowsiness,  with  comparatively 
little  pain,  though  Dr.  Cady  and  others  have  since  told  me,  that  my  pul- 
sation and  breathing  were  very  feeble,  and  at  times  both  were  impercepti- 
ble. The  next  dressing  was  composed  of  equal  parts  of  lime  water  and 
linseed  oil,  the  bandage  being  wet  constantly  with  New  England  rum 
and  laudanum,  diluted  with  water.  Suppuration  did  not  take  place  till 
the  fifth  day,  after  which  a  salve  was  used,  composed  of  red  litharge,, 
lard,  and  vinegar. 
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The  discharge,  at  this  time,  was  immense;  yet,  for  the  first  three 
weeks,  I  took  scarcely  any  food,  and  sustained  nature  by  the  use  of  a 
little  Port  wine.  I  was  much  troubled  with  stranguary,  and  torpidity  of 
the  bowels.  For  the  first  of  these  complaints,  the  doctors  ordered  nitre.. 
But,  this  producing  no  good  effect,  my  wife,  without  their  knowledge, 
gave  me  mountain  cranberry,  which  afforded  great  relief.  To  move  my 
bowels,  they  gave  me  rhubarb,  senna,  jalap,  castor  oil,  and,  as  a  grand 
ne plus  ultra,  calomel.  The  intention  was  to  produce  a  movement  once 
in  two  or  three  days.  The  flesh  sloughed  off,  and  re-formed  ;  my  appe- 
tite returned ;  and,  apparently,  I  was  doing  well ;  but  the  new-formed 
tissues  were  so  tender  to  the  touch,  that  twice  I  took  the  letheon  at  dress- 
ing. As,  however,  I  was  in  much  greater  pain  afterwards,  I  refused  to 
take  any  more.  At  this  time,  Drs.  Knight  and  Cady  visited  me  alternate- 
ly. Sometime  in  November,  the  doses  of  physic  which  they  left  me, 
would  not  operate;  and,  upon  my  suggesting  that  my  food  passed  off  by 
other  excretions,  they  replied  that  they  thought  it  probable  that  most  of 
it  did,  and  ceased  giving  cathartics.  At  this  time,  I  ate  very  heartily, 
and  my  bowels  were  perfectly  free  from  pain. 

At  length,  the  doctors  concluded  they  had  waited  long  enough  for 
nature  to  work,  and  dealt  out  another  potion  of  physic,  which  I  took 
without  effect.  They  then  recommended  a  syringe,  by  the  use  of  which 
my  bowels  moved  for  the  first  time  in  22^  days.  Still,  it  .seemed  impos- 
sible to  get  a  passage  through  from  the  stomach ;  and,  the  enemeta  having 
aroused  to  action  the  hitherto  torpid  intestines,  I  was  in  extreme  paim 
I  do  not  recollect  distinctly  how  long  after  the  first  movement  it  was, 
before  they  effected  a  passage  through  from  the  stomach,  but  think  it  was 
more  than  a  week;  so  that  there  must  have  been  an  obstruction  in  the 
colon,  for  nearly  or  quite  a  month.  During  the  time  I  had  the  pain  in 
my  bowels,  my  sores  which  had  become  nearly  healed,  broke  out  afresh, 
and  my  flesh  wasted  rapidly,     This  was  in  December. 

As  soon  as  the  doctors  had  relieved  me  in  a  measure  from  the  effects 
of  their  neglect,  and  when  I  was  unable  to  move  a  limb  or  raise  my  head 
from  my  pillow,  they  began  to  clamor  for  their  pay.  They  had  been 
talking  the  same  to  my  friends  from  the  very  first,  but  I  had  heard  noth- 
ing of  it  before.  Now,  however,  they  contended  tome,  that  it  was  down- 
right dishonesty  not  topay  them  as  I  went  along,  though  it  shoud  deprive 
myself  and  family  of  our  necessary  bread.  I  bad  often  assured  them, 
that,  if  I  got  well,  I  would  strain  every  nerve  to  pay  them  every  cent, 
and  had  offered  to  give  bonds  for  the  payment,  if  they  would  go  on  the 
principle  of  No  cure  no  pay  ;  but  that  would  not  do.  They  wanted  pay 
for  killing,  as  well  as  for  curing.  I  had  about  sixty  dollars,  which  had 
been  given  me  by  sympathizing  friends.  As  a  compromise,  they  agreed, 
that,  if  I  would  give  them  half  of  it,  they  would  attend  me  through 
without  murmuring,  and  wait  for  the  rest,  till  I  could  earn  it.  So,  con- 
trary to  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  who  taught  that  ''it  is  not  meet  to  take 
the  children's  bread  and  cast  it  to  the  dogs,'7  I  "  divided  unto  them  my 
living.35 

At  this  time,  my  sores  assumed  a  fungous  growth,  to  remove  which  they 
used  a  decoction  of  oak  bark,  together  with  creosote  and  nitrate  of  silver. 
My  limbs  also  became  affected  with  anasarca,  for  which  they  ordered  the 
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bandages  to  be  drawn  very  tight.  Finding  their  salve  had  ceased  to  do 
good,  they  ordered  a  poultice  of  alum  curd  and  crackers,  which  seemed 
to  work  admirably,  and  soon  my  sores  were  again  nearly  healed.  But 
Dr.  Cady  said,  they  would  never  skin  over  while  they  were  dressed  in 
moist  dressings,  and  so,  by  way  of  experiment,  he  dressed  one  limb  in 
lint.  This  remained  on  six  days,  when  Dr.  Knight  came  one  day  appar- 
ently much  vexed  at  somebody,  and  tore  the  lint  off,  more  in  the  manner 
in  which  a  carpenter  would  remove  the  shingles  from  an  old  roof,  than 
of  a  careful  surgeon,  removing  the  dressings  from  a  tender  wound. 

When  this  operation  was  finished,  my  strength  being  nearly  exhausted, 
he  seated  himself  by  my  bed-side;  and,  forgetting  his  promise — made 
when  he  probably  thought  me  incapable  of  holding  out  longer  under  his 
system  of  drugging — he  began  to  importune  me  to  apply  to  the  town  for 
support,  that  my  physicians  might  get  their  pay.  A  flood  of  tears  was 
the  only  answer  he  got,  and  he  left  me ;  but  called  aside  my  brother-in-law, 
and  conjured  him,  by  all  that  is  sordid  and  selfish,  to  use  his  influence  to 
induce  me  to  comply.  Failing  here,  the  two  doctors  next  laid  their 
grievances  before  the  town  of  Monson,  in  town  meeting;  and  the  people 
subsequently  voted  to  pay  the  remainder  of  their  bill,  amounting  to  over 
eighty  dollars. 

In  February,  I  was  attacked  with  inflammation  of  the  bowels,  with  loss 
of  appetite,  which  lasted  about  three  weeks,  and  then  gradually  wore 
away.  During  this  time,  I  was  visited  by  Drs.  King  of  Palmer,  Smith 
of  Wales,  and  Lincoln  of  Brimfield, — none  of  whom  advised  anything 
that  benefited  me,  except  the  latter,  who  told  me  to  begin  and  eat  a  little 
at  a  time,  appetite  or  no  appetite.  I  did  so,  and,  from  that  time,  grew 
better.  I  took  all  sorts  of  drugs  for  this  difficulty,  the  nature  and  names 
of  most  of  which  are  unknown  to  me.  I  recollect  taking  physic  once 
in  two  hours  for  several  days,  wearing  a  plaster  of  belladonna  on  my 
bowels,  bathing  them  in  a  volatile  liniment,  applying  warm  fomentations, 
laudanum,  &c, — also  laudanam  clysters.  I  also  recollect  some  curious 
compound  drops  left  by  Dr.  Knight,  which,  according  to  his  account, 
were  a  little  physical  and  a  little  constipating,  a  little  griping  and  a  little 
quieting. 

About  the  middle  of  March  my  sores  were  nearly  healed;  but,  as  soon 
as  my  bowels  had  got  a  little  more  natural,  the  sores  began  to  break  out 
again. 

At  this  time,  Dr.  Knight,  having  got  his  pay  for  past  services  and  his 
only  other  three  patients  in  that  part  of  the  town  having  gone  to  a  world 
where  doctors  "  cease  from  troubling,"  suddenly,  without  ceremony  or 
previous  notice,  left  me.  Dr.  Cady  continued  to  visit  me,  till  about  the 
first  of  April,  when  I  removed  about  two  and  a  half  miles  farther  from 
him.  Then  he,  likewise,  left,  saying  he  could  do  me  little  or  no  good. 
I  was  carried  to  my  new  residence  on  a  bed. 

I  took  no  tonics,  till  February,  when  I  began  with  quinine.  After 
this,  I  changed  to  elixir  proprietatis,  and  from  that  to  blood-root  and 
chamomile,  and  from  that  to  quassia-wood,  and  finally  to  star-wort;  but 
all  to  no  purpose.  From  the  middle  of  March  to  the  time  in  which  Dr. 
Peabody  began  to  visit  me,  my  appetite  constantly  failed,  my  flesh  wasted 
away  leaving  a  mere  skeleton,   and    my  sores  alternately   healed  and 
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sloughed.  I  should  have  observed,  that,  after  my  bowels  became  so  con- 
stricted that  the  doctors  could  not  make  any  quantity  of  physic  operate 
without  an  enema,  they  accused  my  attendants  of  producing  the  effect  by 
giving  too  much  laudanum,  though  they  never  exceeded  the  prescribed 
dose ;  and  Dr.  Knight  was  in  the  practice,  when  he  dressed  my  sores,  of 
giving  it  in  any  quantity  he  could  induce  me  to  take,  turning  it  into  a 
o-lass  without  stint  or  measure.  It  may  seem  strange,  that  I  could  indure 
such  a  dosing  after  such  a  scalding ;  and,  had  I  not  had  the  most  careful 
nursing,  I  must  have  died  before  I  had  encountered  one  half  of  it. 

The  above  is  written  partly  from  my  own  recollection,  and  partly  from 
that  of  my  wife.  But,  as  to  everything  material,  I  am  ready  to  make 
affirmation  of  its  truth.  James  Green. 

Brimfeld,  Feb.  17th,  1849. 


CURE  EFFECTED. 

Dr.  Peabody  :  Dear  $*>,-— Influenced  as  well  by  a  sense  of  gratitude 
to  yourself,  as  by  a  desire  of  extending  to  others  that  medical  skill  which 
has  been  the  happy  instrument  of  heaven  in  saving  me  from  an  early 
grave  and  my  family  from  widowhood  and  orphanage,  without  solicitation 
on  your  part,  I  place  at  your  disposal  the  following 

CERTIFICATE. 

This  may  certify,  that,  on  the  2nd  of  Oct.,  1847,  I  fell  into  a  cistern 
of  boiling  water ;  and  my  lower  limbs,  back,  and  left  arm  were  most 
dreadfully  scalded.  I  received,  more  or  less,  the  professional  attentions 
of  five,  and  the  regular  attendance  of  two  reputable  physicians  of  the 
old  school,  for  six  months,  with  no  prospect  of  success.  They  then  left 
me  to  get  well,  if  I  could,  or  die,  if  I  must.  I  continued  to  decline,  till 
May  last.  At  this  time,  my  situation  and  sufferings  beggar  all  description. 
I  was  completely  helpless  and  reduced  to  a  mere  skeleton.  My  sores 
discharged  from  a  pint  to  a  quart  daily.  I  had  a  distressing  cough,  a 
severe  pain  in  my  right  side,  and  copious  night  sweats.  I  had  no  appetite, 
and  my  bowels,  kidneys,  and  indeed  every  organ  was  completely  deranged. 
At  this  period,  hopeless  and  pennyless,  Dr.  Peabody  (then  a  stranger) 
visited  me,  and,  at  my  request,  undertook  my  case.  In  less  than  a  week, 
my  cough  ceased,  my  appetite  returned,  and  I  began  slowly  to  recover. 
At  present,  my  general  health  is  good.  It  was  never  better.  I  am  able 
to  walk  about,  with  cheering  prospects  of  ultimately  recovering  the  per- 
fect use  of  every  joint  and  limb.  James  Green. 

Brimfield,  Nov.  30,  1848. 


PLEURISY. 

Mr.  Editor  : — There  is  no  form  of  disease  to  which  the  advocates  of 
the  antiphlogistic  practice  oftener  revert,  to  prove  the  propriety  and  even 
necessity  of  blood-letting,  than  the  disease  called  pleurisy.     In  all  the 
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(what  is  termed)  regular  schools,  and  regular  books,  this  affection  is  con- 
sidered as  one  of  those  in  which  copious  and  repeated  bleeding  is  indis- 
pensable. Pleurisy  is  regarded  as  an  inflammation  of  the  pleura,  or  lining 
membrane  of  the  chest  and  lungs;  while  pneumonia  is  considered  to  be 
an  inflammation  of  the  parenchyma,  or  substance  of  the  lungs. 

Both  affections  are  characterized  by  the  same  essential  symptoms,  as 
pain  in  some  portion  of  the  chest,  cough,  difficult  breathing,  and  accom- 
panying fever.  In  pleurisy,  however,  the  pain  is  said  to  be,  at  first,  more 
acute  than  in  pneumonia.  But,  this  distinction,  I  regard  as  entirely 
unnecessary,  either  for  pathological  or  practical  purposes;  for,  whether 
the  inflammation  really  commences  in  the  substance  of  the  lungs  or  the 
pleura,  it  soon  involves  them  both,  amounting  to  one  and  the  same  condi- 
tion, by  the  time  the  disease  is  fairly  formed, — which  is  an  inflammation 
of  the  lungs  and  their  investing  membranes. 

Various  names  have  been  given  to  the  various  forms  of  this  disease, 
usually  derived,  however,  from  the  character  of  the  attending  fever,  or  its 
complication  with  diseased  manifestations  of  other  organs, — as  bilious 
pneumonia,  when  there  is  vomiting  of  depraved  bile, — typhoid  pneumo- 
nia, when  the  fever  resembles  typhus,  the  patient  being  low,  prostrated, 
&c. 

In  that  form  of  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  attended  with  what  is  called 
inflammatory  fever,  all  our  regular  authors  agree  in  the  propriety  of  the 
depleting  plan  of  treatment.  In  the  milder  cases,  attended  with  typhoid 
fever,  bleeding  is  generally  deemed  necessary  at  the  outset;  yet,  I  find, 
there  is  much  diversity  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  extent  to  which  it 
should  be  carried,  although  other  forms  of  depletion,  as  antimonials, 
neutral  salts,  foe,  are  usually  recommended.  In  that  form  attended 
with  bilious  vomiting  and  that  also  which  is  called  malignant  pleurisy, 
peripneumonia  nother,&c,  which  prevailed  extensively,  as  an  epidemic, 
in  New  England,  in  181*2-13,  a  still  greater  diversity  of  opinion  exists 
in  relation  to  blood-letting. 

Dr.  Thacher  says,  in  remarking  upon  this  subject,  •*  During  the  epi- 
demic this  year,  (1816,)  in  this  State,  blood-letting  had,  in  general,  a 
remarkable  tendency  to  a  fatal  termination." 

But  it  is  only  that  form  of  pleurisy  or  pneumonia  in  which  the  general 
affection  is  called  active,  phlogistic,  or  inflammatory  fever,  that  I  propose, 
with  your  permission,  to  notice  more  particularly,  in  your  next  number. 
I  also  will,  as  soon  as  opportunity  presents,  furnish  your  readers  an  arti<* 
cle  on  humbugs,  &c.  L.  H.  Borden. 

Pater  son,  N.  J.,  May,  1849. 


REMEDY  FOR  QUACKERY. 

By.  referring  to  a  communication  from  Dr.  Skinner,  of  Vermont,  in 
to-day's  Journal,  it  will  be  perceived  that,  in  common  with  the  whole 
profession,  he  laments  the  mighty  evil  of  quackery,  which  neither  legis- 
lation— appeals  to  reason — nor  the  baneful  results  on  society  of  an  almost 
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universal  patronage  of,  has  in  the  least  degree  corrected  or  diminished. 
He  therefore  proposes  an  entirely  new  system  of  operations  to  counteract 
this  national  disgrace  and  injury  to  the  people — viz.,  by  supplying  them 
with  medicines,  in  a  popular  form,  which  are  in  themselves  °useful. 
Medicine  mongers,  he  suggests,  may  be  driven  from  the  ground  in  this 
way,  and  in  no  other.  Agents,  and  all  others  deriving  advantage  from 
the  immense  trade  in  nostrums  now  carried  on  throughout  the  whole 
length  and  breadth  of  the  country,  would  prefer  to  sell  articles  from  a 
responsible  source;  but,  if  physicians  of  acknowledged  standing  will  not 
furnish  them,  they  will  traffic  in  such  as  are  provided,  whether  good  or 
bad,  because  there  is  a  constant  demand  for  popular  medicines,  it  being 
part  and  parcel  of  the  American  character  to  be  constantly  dabblino-  in 
supposed  remedies  for  all  kinds  of  diseases.  Whether  Dr.  Skinner  will 
be  countenanced  in  his  project  by  his  brethren,  we  are  unable  to  deter* 
mine.  Perhaps  it  may  be  said  that  we  are  not  justified  in  doing  wrong, 
that  good  may  follow.  To  his  high  and  honorable  bearing,  eminent  pro- 
fessional abilities,  and  philanthropy,"  we  can  bear  testimony.  It  would  be 
gratifying  to  have  the  opinion  of  our  correspondents  upon  this  novel 
proposition. — Boston  Med.  fy  Surg.  Journal. 


From  the  Boston  Medical  &  Surgical  Journal. 

HYDROCEPHALUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Should  you  think  the  following  case  of  sufficient  interest  to 
present  to  your  readers,  it  is  at  your  disposal. 

The  subject  of  the  case  was  Susanna  G„,  of  this  city,  a  little  girl  about 
11  years  of  age,  who  died  the  18th  of  April  last.  Dr.  Tharpe,  whose 
patient  she  was,  called  upon  me  to  assist  him  in  the  post-mortem. 

The  head  presented  a  greatly  enlarged  appearance.  The  cranial 
bones  were  remarkably  thin,  flexible,  and  almost  diaphanous.  The  dura 
mater  adhered  so  strongly  to  the  interior  of  the  cranial  vault  as  to  require 
considerable  force  in  its  separation.  A  slight  incision  in  the  cerebrum 
opened  into  a  large  cavity,  from  which  was  discharged  not  less  than  one 
quart  of  fluid  of  clear  serum  or  water. 

On  examining  this  cavity  it  was  found  to  occupy  the  whole  interior  of 
both  hemispheres  of  the  cerebrum.  The  lateral  ventricles  in  each  were 
all  thrown  into  one — their  original  form  completely  destroyed,  and  the 
three  so  communicating  and  running  together,  and  then  expanding  out- 
wardly  in  every  direction,  except  the  base,  as  to  present  the  enormous 
cavity  just  mentioned.  The  whole  superior  and  lateral  portions  of  the 
hemispheres,  composing  the  walls  of  this  cavity,  were  quite  thin,  so  that 
at  some  points  the  substance  of  the  brain  seemed  to  be  almost  entirely 
wanting,  and  nothing  left  but  the  meninges  to  form  the  walls  of  the  ven- 
tricles.  The  interior  lining  of  this  cavity  consisted  of  a  strong  membrane, 
everywhere  covered   with  an    immense   number  of  injected   capillaries. 
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This  membrane,  so  firm  and  dense,  was  doubtless  the  reflected  portion 
of  the  tunica  araclinoidea  limner  the  ventricles,  and  become  thickened 
from  inflammation  and  the  effusion  of  coagulable  lymph. 

The  cerebellum  presented  a  somewhat  similar  appearance — to  wit,  a 
large  cavity  occupying  both  hemispheres,  filled  with  a  similar  fluid,  but 
containing  in  addition  a  quantity  of  purulent  matter.  This  cavity  was 
also  but  one  for  both  hemispheres  of  the  lesser  brain,  and  seemed  to  be 
formed  by  the  expansion  laterally  and  inwardly  of  the  fourth  ventricle. 
In  the  natural  state,  it  will  be  recollected  there  is  but  a  small  space. 

Remarks. — The  above  case  presents  a  practical  truth,  exceedingly 
curious  and  interesting  to  the  physiological  and  philosophical  inquirer,  as 
all  the  symptoms  so  completely  upset  and  contradict  what  we  generally 
look  for^and  expect  in  such  a  state  of  things.  For,  instead  of  finding  the 
intellect  impaired,  and  the  senses  disturbed,  the  attending  physician  in- 
forms me,  that  on  the  contrary  nothing  of  the  kind  occurred  till  within  a 
very  short  time  of  her  death,  when  the  pupils  became  dilated,  and  there 
were  spells  of  occasional  screaming.  There  was  also  at  this  late  period 
intolerance  of  light  and  sound,  and  some  delirium,  from  which,  however, 
she  was  readily  aroused,  and  became  rational. 

But  the  question  comes  upon  us  with  all  its  force,  and  most  especially 
in  its  phrenological  aspect — how  was  it  possible  for  the  brain  to  undergo 
such  a  loss  of  substance,  and  sustain  such  an  immense  weight  of  pressure 
from  the  quantity  of  fluid  present,  and  that  for  so  long  a  time  (for  it 
seems  that  the  enlargement  of  the  head  was  noticed  soon  after  birth,  and 
observed  to  steadily  increase,  to  such  a  degree,  in  fact,  that  the  fontanelles 
were  not  closed  till  about  the  eighth  year) — we  say  the  question  is,  how 
could  the  brain  and  nerves  endure  all  this  pressure,  and  not  manifest  any 
disturbance  in  the  mind  and  senses,  so  as  to  present  symptoms,  which 
would  at  once  direct  the  attention  of  both  physician  and  parents  to  the 
ravages  already  existing,  and  constantly  going  on  to  the  day  of  her  death  ? 
With  the  exception  of  the  enlargement  of  the  head,  there  was  nothing 
to  excite  any  suspicion  of  the  true  state  of  things,  and  of  the  character 
of  that  fell  destroyer  which  swept  her  into  an  early  grave. 

The  practical  inference  we  draw  from  the  above,  seems  to  be,  that  as 
the  brain  is  capable  of  undergoing  so  great  a  loss  of  structure,  and  sus- 
taining so  great  a  pressure  from  fluid,  without  making  any  report  of  such 
fatal  changes,  the  physician  should  give  the  strongest  heed  to  apparently 
the  most  trivial  complaint  in  the  brain,  and  be  inclined  to  suspect  an 
incipient,  lurking  inflammation — which,  as  in  the  above  case,  might,  un- 
attended to,  run  to  a  fatal  termination. 

I  needected  to  mention  that  this  child  was  never  able  to  use  her  lower 
extremities,  either  in  walking  or  standing.  It  did  not  seem  to  be  paralysis, 
as  she  could  move  them  in  the  bed,  but  simply  an  inability  to  sustain  the 
weight  of  the  body.  She  had  the  free  use  and  strength  of  her  arms,  and 
her  general  health  was  good. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Baltimore,  Mel,  May  22th,  1849.  *  W.  R.  Handy, 
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CASE  OF  ELYTRQCELE,  OR  HERNIA  VAGINALIS. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  1848,  I  was  called  to  a  woman  who  was  said  to 
be  in  difficult  labor,  at  the  same  time  that  it  was  thought  to  be  premature. 
When  I  arrived,  the  midwife  in  attendance  pronounced  the  labor  far 
advanced  ;  but  she  said  something  appeared  to  be  wrong.  The  .sack  of 
waters  had  been  formed  for  several  hours,  and  she  thought  it  ought  to  be 
broken  ;  but,  on  being  informed  that  I  was  sent  for,  she  had  concluded 
to  wait  until  I  arrived.  All  the  while,  the  patient  was  complaining  of  the 
severest  pain  which  she  had  ever  felt. 

I  examined  her,  and  found  the  vaginal  cavity  entirely  filled  with  hernia, 
instead  of  wat.^r,  as  had  been  represented.  I  immediately  administered 
lobelia  with  nervine,  in  broken  doses,  by  the  stomach  and  by  enemata, 
which  properly  relaxed  the  system  ;  and,  in  less  than  two  hours,  the 
hernia  was  fairly  reduced,  and  the  patient  free  from  pain.  I  then  intro- 
duced a  sponge,  in  the  form  of  a  pessary, — well  saturated  with  the  nerve 
ointment,  and  wrapped  with  silk,  which  was  worn  for  eight  or  ten  days, 
being  removed  twice  a  day.  For  the  same  length  of  time  she  used 
astringent  enemata,  per  vaginam.  About  one  month  after  her  first  attack, 
she  was  safely  delivered  ;  and  she  has  enjoyed  uninterrupted  health  ever 
since. 

If  you  think  this  worthy  a  place  in  the  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  it  is  at  your  disposal.  D.  Herron. 


ISCHURIA  MALTREATED. 

Professor  Newton  : 

Dear  Sir, — I  here  report  a  case  for  publication, 
which  I  wish  you  to  insert,  if  you  consider  it  worthy  a  place  in  your 
journal. 

I  was  called,  Feb.  17th,  to  see  Mr.  S.,  aged  seventy,  who  had  been, 
for  twenty-eight  hours,  laboring  under  retention  of  urine  ;  during  which 
time,  his  physician,  (a  professed  Homeopathist,)  had  taken  half  a  gal- 
lon of  blood. 

On  examination,  I  found  the  bowels  constipated,  the  bladder  distend- 
ed, and  the  patient  manifesting  a  constant  desire  to  void  urine.  The 
doctor  solicited  my  opinion  in  regard  to  the  treatment,  and  also  the  pa- 
tient. I  told  him  frankly,  that  I  thought  he  had  done  very  wrong  in 
causing  so  much  depletion,  by  venesection,  and  I  feared  the  patient 
could  survive  but  a  short  time.  He  replied,  that  lie  did  not  think  the 
man  could  recover  ;  and  said  he  should  not  have  taken  so  much  blood, 
had  not  Dr.  H.,  (an  Allopathist,)  advised  it.  But,  since  it  was  done, 
he  thought  there  should  be  nothing  said  about  it. 

I  relaxed  the  system,  by  placing  the  patient  in  the  warm  water  bath, 
and  administering  medicines,  both  by  the  stomach  and  per  anum.  I 
likewise  administered  injections,  perurethram,  by  introducing  through  the 
meatus   urinarius,  along  the  urethra  as  far  as  possible,  a  large  gum  elas- 
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tic  catheter,  through  which  I  could  inject  with  facility  warm  water. — 
Presently  the  parts  became  relaxed,  the  catheter  entered  the  bladder, 
and  evacuated  its  contents,  which  consisted  of  dark,  muddy,  offensive 
urine.  But,  notwithstanding  this  success  in  removing  the  obstruction, 
in  a  few  days  he  expired.  This  worthy  man  had  been  subject  to  similar 
attacks  for  ten  years  ;  but  never  before  was  he  completely  butchered  for 
relief. 

In  the  post  mortem  examination  which  I  held,  peculiar  phenomena  pre- 
sented themselves.  First,  an  extensive  adhesion  of  the  urinary  bladder  to 
the  peritoneum.  Secondly,  an  unnatural  body  resembling  fungus,  which 
weighed  about  six  ounces,  situated  in  the  lower  part  of  the  bladder,  oc- 
cupying its  neck  and  nearly  one  half  of  its  body,  with  a  narrow  canal 
through  its  centre,  through  which  the  catheter  must  necessarily  have 
passed  to  reach  the  urine.  Lastly,  I  took  from  the  bladder  a  small  and 
perfectly  round  stone,  about  an  inch  in  diameter,  containing  twenty  one 
sharp  thorns,  uniformly  arranged,  giving  it  the  appearance  of  a  large 
gooseberry.  With  one  exception,  the  kidneys  appeared  perfectly  natural. 
One  was  slightly  enlarged.         Yours  with  respect, 

South  Warren,  Bradford  Co.,  Pa.       W.  W.  WHEATON,  M.  D. 


NEW  TOURNIQUET. 

Daniel  Huntington,  M.  D.,  of  Rochester,  Vt.,  has  invented  a  curious 
little  instrument  for  restraining  bleeding  vessels,  which  would  be  an 
excellent  tourniquet  under  any  circumstances,  The  idea  is  to  use  a 
pocket  handkerchief,  a  ribbon,  or  a  cord,  instantly,  if  necessity  requires. 
It  is  really  a  beautiful  winch,  which,  with  a  ratchet  wheel  and  dog,  holds 
a  grip  which  would  be  equal  to  all  emergencies.  While  it  combines  all 
the  advantages  to  be  found  in  any  and  all  the  known  kinds  of  tourniquets, 
it  is  far  more  simple  than  any  of  them  in  point  of  construction,  cheap, 
and  yet  powerful  and  eertain  in  its  action.  Should  Dr.  H.  cause  his 
new  instrument  to  be  manufactured  for  use  beyond  his  own  practice,  we 
hope  that  surgeons  will  not  only  give  it  a  fair  trial,  but  also  announce 
their  opinions  to  their  professional  brethren. — Boston  Med.  8f  Surg. 
Journal. 


ENCOURAGEMENT  IN  MEDICAL  REFORM. 

Dr.  Newton  : 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  pleased  to  learn  that  you  have  at  last 
secured  a  charter,  and  hope,  this  year,  you  may  form  some  plan  by  which 
you  can  secure  the  influence  of  the  graduates,  (by  writing  them,)  in  ad- 
vancing the  interests  of  the  Institution.  Would  it  not  be  well  for  those 
of  the  present  graduating  Class,  who  feel  disposed  to  aid  the  Institution 
by  their  influence,  to  form  themselves  into  a  Society  having  for  its  object 
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medical  improvement?  Then  let  those  of  successive  classes  unite? 
Would  not  this  be  as  effectual  a  mode  as  any,  in  effecting  the  advance- 
ment of  the  Institution  ?  The  want  of  unity  of  purpose  is  the  reason  so 
much  has  been  said  and  done,  to  carry  forward  the  principles  of  reform, 
with  so  little  effect. 

My  present  situation  is  such  as  to  cause  me  to  feel  a  deep  interest  in 
medical  reform.  There  are  great  numbers,  in  this  place,  who  object  to 
the  new  system  of  practice,  on  account  of  its  having  been  abused  by 
practitioners,  that  had  not  properly  prepared  themselves,  but  who  yet  say, 
that,  if  the  practice  could  be  in  the  hands  of  scientific  men,  or  men 
suitably  qualified  for  the  medical  profession,  it  would  be  the  least  objec- 
tionable of  any  system  of  practice.  Soon  the  people  will  have  no  reason 
to  complain  in  this  respect;  for,  when  one  Institution  is  rightly  directed 
and  well  sustained,  soon  others  will  be  established,  and  the  community 
will  be  supplied  with  Physo-Medical  Practitioners  whose  medical  attain- 
ments cannot  be  questioned.  Respectfully  Yours, 

Augusta,  Ga.,  April  26th,  1849.  J.  Dennis. 

WORCESTER  MEDICAL  INSTITUTION. 

In  the  tenth  number  of  the  Journal  is  a  notice,  by  the  Secretary  of 
this  Institution,  of  its  Anniversary  and  the  annual  meeting  of  its  Board 
of  Trustees,  on  Wednesday,  June  6th  ; — also,  of  the  examination  of  the 
candidates  for  the  degree  of  Doctor- in  Medicine,  on  the  day  preceding. 
As  matters  of  deep  interest  to  a  common  cause  will  be  attended  to  on 
those  Jays,  we  hope  for  and  expect  a  large  gathering  of  the  friends.  [Ed. 
Jour.] 


NEW  YORK  STATE  THOMSONIAN  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Society  will  be  held,  in  the  city  of  Albany, 
on  Tuesday,- June  12th,  1849,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  A  full  attendance 
is  requested.  By  order  of  the  Society. 

A.  W.  Russell,  Rec.  Sec'y. 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  May  24th,  1849. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE  BOTANIC  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Society,  for  the  choice  of  officers  and  the 
transaction  of  other  business,  will  be  holden  at  Dr.  B.  Keith's  office  in 
Dover,  on  Thursday,  the  7th  day  of  June  next,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Botanic  practitioners  are  respectfully  invited  to  attend. 

B.  S.  Warren,  Secretary. 

Concord,  N.  H.t  May  23d,  1849. 


BAY  STATE  MEDICAL  REFORM  ASSOCIATION. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  will  be  held  at  Worcester,  in  connexion 
with  the  Anniversary  of  the  Worcester  Medical  Institution,  on  Wednes- 
day, June  6th,  1849.       A  full  attendance  is  requested. 

By  order  of  the  Counsellors. 

Worcester,  May  25th,  1849. 
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AN   ADDRESS 

DELIVERED  BEFORE 

THE   WORCESTER   MEDICAL   INSTITUTION, 

at  the  close  of  its  Fourth  Course  of  Lectures,  June  6, 1849. 

BY    PROF.    C.    NEWTON,    PRESIDENT    OF     THE    INSTITUTION. 


Columbus,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  was  an  enthusiast  and  a  visionary, 
yet  Columbus  discovered  America  ;  and  if,  in  the  hitherto  neglected  and 
perverted  science  of  medicine,  I  might  bring  to  light  such  hidden  truths 
as  may  be  at  all  compared  with  the  geographical  discoveries  of  that  distin- 
guished man,  I  would  be,  in  a  sense,  willing  to  be  reputed  an  enthusiast  and 
a  visionary, — an  empiric  and  ?  quack,  by  those  whose  "science"  possessed 
is  "falsely  so  called,"  and  "who  are  wise'''  only  "in  their  own  conceits." 
I  say,  Columbus  was  an  enthusiast  and  a  visionary.  He  was  so  in  the 
judgments  of  "  the  wise"  and  "  the  disputers  of  this  world,"  and  doubt- 
less was  measurably  so  in  reality.  But  what  of  that  ?  To  err  is  human  ; 
and,  with  all  his  errors,  he  blessed  the  world,  and  has  handed  down  to 
posterity  his  name  adorned  with  truly  enviable  honors.  Who  would  not 
live  for  honors  like  these,  though  reproached  by  the  would-be  profession- 
ally great,  and  pointed  at  with  the  finger  of  their  scorn  1 

I  appear  before  you  to-day,  specially  as  the  organ  and  representative 
of  the  Worcester  Medical  Institution, — an.  Institution,  which,  in 
fact,  now  celebrates  its  fourth  anniversary,  though  the  first  from  the  be- 
ginning of  its  legal  existence.     Since  the  origin  of  this  Institution,  we 
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have  moved  quietly  and  unpretendingly  along  in  our  professional  efforts, 
careless  of  the  truth,  that  many  have  said,  and  affected  to  think,  as  to 
"that  which  they  build,  if  a  fox  go  up,  he  shall  even  break  down  their  stone 
wall."  Neither  frowns  nor  allurements  have,  for  a  moment,  turned  us 
aside  from  our  purpose.  To  all  considerations  presented  to  interrupt  us, 
we  have  each  said,  like  Nehemiah  to  Sanballat  andGeshem,  "I  am  doing 
a  great  work,  so  that  I  cannot  come  down.  Why  should  the  work  cease, 
while  I  leave  it  and  come  down  to  you."  When  Allopathic  prejudice  has 
accounted  us  small  as  the  dust,  and  Allopathic  authority  has  assumed  to 
awe  us  into  subjection  to  its  popular  influence,  we  have  said,  with  some 
anciently,  "Our  God  whom  we  serve,  is  able  to  deliver  us  from  the  burning 
fiery  furnace,  and  he  will  deliver  us  out  of  thi  ne  hand,  O  king  ;  but,  if 
not,  be  it  known  unto  thee,  O  king,  that  wre  will  not  serve  thy  gods,  nor 
worship  the  golden  image  which  thou  bast  set  up."  Having  chosen  to 
do  homage  to  the  god  of  medical  truth,  we  have  had  no  idea  of  being 
over-awed  and  repressed,  by  all  "  the  presidents,  the  governors,  the  prin- 
ces, the  counsellors,  and  the  captains  of"  Allopathy's  "  kingdom."  We 
have  maintained  our  integrity  ;  we  have  vindicated,  despised  professional 
truth;  and  we.  have  lived  to  see  our  cause  triumphant.  A  charter  has 
been  obtained  for  a  college,  whose  avowed  object  is  to  teach,  in  medi- 
cine, the  Botanic  System  of  Practice,  or  the  Physo-medical  faith. 

Now,  we  have  no  contention  with  others.  We  leave  every  man,  and 
every  body  of  men,  to  adopt  such  views  as  they  think  proper.  But,  while 
we  freely  concede  this  privilege  to  our  neighbors,  we  complain,  as  we 
think  of  right,  that  it  has  not  heretofore  been  granted  to  us.  Notwith- 
standing, however,  that  legal  action  has  recently  been  had  in  our  favor, 
and  the  current  of  public  opinion  is  extensively  turned  in  our  support; 
we  are  not  disposed  to  retaliation,  nor  to  the  indulgence  of  unjust  reflec- 
tions on  our  opponents.  We  only  say  to  others,  the  errors  and  absurdi- 
ties of  your  systems  we  claim  the  privilege  of  exposing.  We  indulge  in 
nothing  personal  ; — we  aim  only  at  truth.  We  act  under  the  conviction 
that  "  truth  is  great,  and  will"  ultimately  "  prevail  ;"  but,  that  it  may  ac- 
complish its  victory  with  increased  speed,  we  labor  to  give  it  a  fairer 
chance.  We  try  to  draw  aside  the  veil  of  prejudice  from  darkened  eyes, 
and  pour  the  beams  of  unclouded  light  directly  upon  the  popular  mind ; 
and,  where  we  cannot  do  this, — where  preconceived  opinions,  personal 
friendship,  or  pecuniary  motives  blind  the  understanding,  we  endeavor  to 
give  to  truth  a  power  so  piercing,  as  to  compel  the  assent  of  those  "who 
love  darkness  rather  than  light." 

We  take  the  simple  position,  that  the  true  principles  of  medicine  re- 
quire the  use  of  agents  acting  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  laws  of  the 
physical  constitution; — that,  in  determining  what  particular  agents  are 
of  this  character,  we  derive  our  knowleage  both  irom  theory  and  from 
fact.  We  learn  the  pathology  of  disease  and  the  modus  operandi  of 
remedies;  ana  then  we  make  a  safe  and  judicious  application  in  what- 
ever case  is  submitted  to  our  treatment.  We  take  whatever  is  harmless 
and  valuable  in  the  animal  the  vegetable,  and  the  mineral  kingdom. 
We  only  discard  those  agents  whose  effects  diminish  the  vital  power,  or» 
in  some  way,  interfere  with  the  physiological  actions  of  the  animal  econ- 
omy. 
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The  progress  of  science,  however,  has  of  late  demonstrated  as  clearly, 
as  Galileo  or  Kepler,  or  Newton,  has  proved  truths  in  philosophy,  that, 
in  general,  remedial  agents,  derived  from  the  vegetable  kingdom,  have  the 
superiority.  Animal  and  organic  chemistry  have  shown  the  processes 
by  which  the  human  system  is  sustained,  and  the  peculiar  adaptedness 
of  Botanic  remedies  to  the  wants  of  that  system.  Take  as  an  illustra- 
ting of  this  truth,  the  simple  fact,  that,  while  unorganized  matter  only 
will  sustain  the  life  and  promote  the  growth  of  vegetables, — animals,  on 
the  other  hand,  cannot,  in  the  least,  be  nourished  by  this  kind  of  matter. 
Animals  can  feed  only  on  vegetables, or  on  other  animals  : — that  is  on  mat- 
ter, in  an  organized  state.  If  mineral  remedies,  therefore,  ever  do  any 
good,  it  must  be  by  the  stimulus,  and  not  by  the  nourishment  which  they 
afford.  Again,  where  the  elements  employed,  (as  is  the  case  with  most 
minerals,)  form  no  portion  of  the  human  organism,  and,  like  alcohol  are 
taken  into  the  circulation  only  as  matter  foreign  to  it,  and  are  entirely 
incapable  of  assimilation,  common  sense,  irrespective  of  fact,  must  teach 
us,  beforehand,  the  liability  to  the  production  of  some  physical  lesion. 
Hence  the  comparative  safety  and  more  kindly  effects  of  vegetable  agents, 
provided  we  exclude  that  class  which  contain  narcotic  and  injurious 
properties.  We  have  to  be  eclectic,  even  in  the  vegetable  kingdom,  as 
some  vegetables  constitute  the  most  deadly  of  poisons.  But,  adopting  a 
suitable  eclecticism, — using  those  agents  only  whose  chemical  ingredients 
are  such  as  enter  into  human  tissues,  we  stimulate  the  system  in  a  natu- 
ral way  ; — we  nourish  and  permanently  sustain  it,  as  well  as  excite  in- 
creased temporary  action. 

We  thus  plant  ourselves  on  the  principles  of  true  science,  reason,  and 
common  sense.  We  mean  to  be  modest  in  our  assertions,  and  yet  we 
feel  bound  to  say  in  our  own  defence,  that  we  are  not  men  of  the  grov- 
elling views  which  we  have  often  been  taken  to  possess.  So  far  from  it, 
we  are  aiming  at  a  standard  of  professional  attainment  decidedly  higher 
than  is  generally  sought  by  our  Allopathic  friends.  We  believe  in  the 
desirableness  of  educating  the  profession  in  the  most  thorough  manner 
practicable.  We  teach,  that  neither  of  the  other  professions  calls  so 
loudly  for  superior  intellectual  qualifications,  as  the  profession  of  medi- 
cine.    Indeed,  it  may  well  be  said  of  physicians, 

"  They  want  all  knowledge,  human  and  divine, 
Which  thought  can  reach,  and  science  can  define." 

If,  after  this  explanation,  any  Allopathist  shall  think  to  look,  from  his 
elevation,  down  upon  us,  he  will  look  just  where  we  are  not  We  have 
already  ascended  the  hill  of  professional  science  farther  than  he;  and 
our  course  is  still  onward  and  upward.  Unlike  those  who  are  saying, 
"  We  are  the  people,  and  wisdom  shall  die  with  us,"  but  who  are  con- 
tent to  make  little  or  no  farther  improvement, — we  unhesitatingly  admit, 
that,  till  recently,  medicine  has  been,  in  a  good  measure,  an  empirical 
practice,  and  we  are  laboring  to  give  it  the  character  of  true  science. 
We  are  not  content  to  adopt  merely  a  routine  practice ;  but  we  are  guid- 
ed by  theory,  and  that  theory  is  obtained  from  an  accurate  and  careful 
induction. 

The  cool  self-complacency  with  which  some  thrust  upon  us  the  charge 
of  ignorance,  reminds  us  of  the  fabulous  dispute  of  the  beasts  in  regard 
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to  precedence.  The  mule,  the  shrew-mouse,  and  the  hedgehog  had  no 
other  objection  to  abiding  by  the  decision  of  man  as  their  iud<re,  than 
the  fear,  that  he  had  not  penetration  enough.  The  lion  was  of  the  same 
opinion;  but  he  was  indifferent  to  the  dispute,  for,  says  he,  " Iknow  my- 
self\  and  that  is  sufficient"  "It  is  equal  to  me,  whether  ye  look  upon  me  us 
the  greatest  or  the  least."  There  are  many  lions,  and  mules,  and  moles. 
that  discover  their  own  superiority  to  an  intelligent  biped  race,  and  they 
care  but  little  whether  the  supposed  fact  reveals  itself  to  others  or  not. 
They  are  well  satisfied  with  their  own  estimation  ot  their  paramount  im- 
portance. 

Now,  to  us  it  has  seemed,  that  there  is  a  considerable  difference  be- 
tween self-conceited  and  unfounded  assertions  in  one's  favor,  and  a  defi- 
nite showing  of  the  data  which  mark  in  what  the  superiority  consists.  I 
have  no  disposition  to  deny,  that  numbers  calling  themselves  reformers, 
do,  indeed,  merit  the  charge  of  ignorance;  but  they  do  not  belong  to  us. 
If  we  have  left  the  ranks  of  Allopathy,  and  set  up  a  standard  for  our- 
selves, we  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  an  omnium  gatherum  of  ail  sorts  of 
four-footed  beasts  and  creeping  things.  We  have  departed  from  the  views 
of  our  professional  brethren,  only  because  the. most  weighty  considera- 
tions have  intelligently  drawn  us  away.  We  are  not  men  of  fancy, — we 
are  decidedly  men  of  fact  and  sound  argument.  Our  motto  is  not,  Follow 
blindly  in  the  footsteps  of  our  medical  fathers,  but  "Seize  upon  truth 
wherever  found." 

Nor  are  we  content  with  the  present  advancement  of  the  science  of 
medicine.  "  Our  watchword  is  Progression."  In  the  language  of  anoth- 
er, "we  believe  in  yielding  the  assumptions  of  yesterday  for  demonstra- 
tions of  to-day."  We  are  not  the  exclusive  disciples  of  Cullen,  Brown, 
or  Broussais, — of  Thomson,  Beach,  or  any  other  man  living  or  dead.  We 
are  willing  to  receive  truth,  from  whatever  quarter  it  may  come  to  us,  or 
by  whatever  means  of  communication.  A  scientific  theory  and  a  correct 
practice  are  not  the  less  worthy  of  our  regard,  because  they  have  been 
adopted,  or  even  have  been  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  profession,  by 
some  one  who  is,  in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  term,  unlearned. 
We  know  of  no  good  reason  why  water,  as  a  medicinal  agent,  will  not 
now  produce  just  as  good  effects,  as  it  would  have  done,  had  it  not  been 
brought  into  notice  by  a  reputedly  uneducated  man, — Priessnitz  of  Graef- 
enberg  ;  nor,  in  the  thousands  of  cases  in  which  we  have  tried  steam 
and  lobelia,  have  we  been  sensible  of  their  being  without  efficacy,  be- 
cause of  their  early  connexion  with  Samuel  Thomson's  want  of  Collegi- 
ate instruction. 

I  am,  to  an  extent,  a  believer  in  human  magnetism.  Still,  my  organ 
of  wonder  is  not  sufficiently  large  to  create  the  belief,  that  remedial 
agents  can  be  so  mesmerized  with  ignorance  or  education,  as  to  lessen 
their  effects  on  the  one  hand,  or  to  increase  them  on  the  other.  If  an 
untutored  Indian  is  allowed  to  inform  me  what  root  will  cure  the  bite  of 
a  rattlesnake,  I  ought  to  prize  the  information  just  as  highly  as  though 
it  came  from  a  learned  doctor  in  medicine,  or  was  first  spoken  of  in  the 
hall  of  some  medical  College.  I  may,  indeed,  pride  myself,  that  I  can 
communicate  to  him,  in  return,  a  more  refined  truth, — the  method  of 
manufacturing  and  using  the  fire-water ;  but  the  question  may  fairly  be 
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put,  whether  my  obligation  to  him  is  not  quite  as  great,  as  his  to  myself. 
And,  suppose  that  those  who  are  accustomed  to  give  us  "old  wives'  fa- 
bles," shall  perchance  stumble  upon  some  valuable  recipe  for  the  cure  of 
disease  ;  shall  we  refuse  its' adoption  and  thereby  fail  to  do  the  good  which 
we  might,  simply  beeause  we  will  not  receive  instruction  from  such  a 
source?  I  am  happy  in  being  able  to  say,  that  the  prejudice  which  has 
heretofore  been  manifested  against  our  peculiarities,  is  fast  yielding. 
Within  the  last  two  years,  especially,  the  favorable  change  in  New  Eng- 
land has  been  very  marked.  As  far  as  my  own  personal  relations  to  my 
medical  brethren  in  this  city  are  concerned,  I  can,  in  general,  speak  in 
terms  of  high  commendation  of  the  professional  etiquette  shown.  That 
there  should  be  no  exceptions  to  this  remark  is  probably  a  matter  hardly 
to  be  expected.  So  much  pepper  as  we  are  accustomed  to  use,  I  suppose, 
must  almost  necessarily  irritate  some  of  the  morbidly  sensitive  tissues 
on  which  it  happens  to  fall.  Be  that  as  it  may,  we  will  endeavor  to  less- 
en or  remove  the  accidental  evil  by  demulcents  and  nervines,  and  by  what- 
ever means  are  consistent  with  the  rejection  of  narcotics.  We  are  not 
willing  to  employ,  to  our  own  disadvantage,  the  injurious  sedative  offals e 
admissions  ;  but  we  are  willing  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  restore  these 
diseased  moral  conditions  to  a  healthy  physiological  standard,  by  means 
which  we  regard  as  really  recuperative. 

We  profess  to  be  eminently  men  of  principle.  In  our  professional 
pratice,  our  opponents  think  us  to  have  too  much  of  the  uncompromis^ 
ing  stiffness  of  Samuel  Thomson.  If  this  be  true,  we  hope,  in  our  so- 
cial relations,  to  have  an  attachment  equally  unyielding  to  personal  re- 
spect and  moral  principle.  When  we  choose  to  differ  from  the  faith  of 
our  brethren,  because  we  verily  believe  truth  and  humanity  require  us  to 
pursue  a  different  direction,  we  remember  that  we  are  no  farther  from 
them,  than  they  are  from  us,  and  that  the  mode  of  conveyance  from  the 
One  party  to  the  other  should  he  the  same.  If  the  vehicle  of  sound  argu- 
mentation will  carry  us  over  to  them,  we  are  ready  for  the  transit ;  but, 
if  the  conveyance  should  be  of  themselves  to  us,  either  they  must  submit 
to  the  change,  or  the  distance  between  us  must  forever  remain.  Our- 
selves rooted  and  grounded,  as  we  believe,  in  theoretical  truth,  and  sus- 
tained in  our  practice,  by  the  marked  superiority  of  its  sanative  power, 
reasons  which  we  yet  know  not  of,  must  be  presented,  before  we  can  be 
induced  to  yield  our  position  or  even  modify  our  course.  We  are  not, 
on  the  one  hand,  to  be  coerced  to  the  adoption  of  what  we  regard  as  error  ; 
nor,  on  the  other,  are  we  to  be  allured  aside  from  the  simplicity  of  truth, 
by  promises  of  favor,  or  appeals  to  interested  and  mercenary  motives. 

But  I  need  not  dwell  longer  on  thoughts  of  this  nature.  We  have, 
long  since,  taken  our  position  as  a  party  in  medicine.  Our  principles 
we  openly  proclaim  to  the  world  ;  and  all  whose  souls  are  not  astringed 
and  atrophied  by  prejudice,  so  as  to  be  incapable  of  a  liberal  idea,  may 
know  that  we  have  strong  reasons  for  our  faith,  even  though  these  reas- 
ons may  not,  to  them,  be  satisfactory. 

I  wish,  in  my  further  remarks,  first  to  refer  you  to  a  few  matters  of 
interest  in  the  history  of  medicine  ;  and  then  to  suggest  some  thoughts 
respecting  our  duty  and  interest  as  medical  reformers. 

The  science  of  medicine  is,  by  no  means,  the  result  of  a  previously 
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matured  theory,  suddenly  reduced  to  practice  ;  but  it  is  a  collection  from 
the  experience  of  many.  Coeval  with  man  is  this  divine  science;  and, 
prospectively,  it  runs  parallel  with  his  existence. 

As  soon  as  the  first  symptoms  of  disease,  or  the  first  pains  resultino- 
from  accident,  were  perceived,  the  sufferer  earnestly  sought,  and  his 
fellows  anxiously  endeavored  to  supply,  some  remedy  to  relieve  his  dis- 
tress, and  restore  him  to  happiness.  Although  the  remedies  applied 
were  simple  in  their  nature,  and  often  rude  in  their  conception,  yet  ex- 
perience soon  taught  the  adaptation  of  certain  medicines  to  certain 
exhibitions  of  disease ;  and,  very  soon,  a  simple  practice,  (if  not 
theory,)  was  matured,  and  a  limited  materia  medica  developed. 

Man's  wants  are  the  stimuli  to  his  inventive  powers;  and,  inasmuch 
as  these  wants,  in  a  medical  point  of  view,  are  co-extensive  with  his 
existence,  his  attention  was  early  and  irresistibly  turned  to  this  science. 
The  spontaneous  productions  of  the  earth  furnished  his  food,  the  foliage 
of  the  trees  his  garments  ;  and,  since  his  two  principal  wants  were 
supplied  from  the  vegetable  kingdom,  to  it  he  naturally  turned  his  eyes 
in  the  hour  of  pain. 

Observation  of  the  animal  kingdom,  also,  directed  his  attention  to 
certain  plants,  of  the  sanative  properties  of  which,  instinct  taught  the 
distressed  animal  to  make  an  application.  Conceiving  that  some  presid- 
ing deity  directed  the  animal  to  the  "  balm  for  pain,"  he  devoutly 
associated  the  curative  with  the  divine,  and  yielded,  to  the  individual 
skilled  in  the  healing  art,  most  extraordinary  honors.  Hence,  in  the 
wilds  of  America,  and  in  the  African  Sahara,  the  "  medicine  man  "  is  a 
functionary  of  the  highest  impoitance.  His  teachings  are  listened  to 
with  the  most  profound  attention,  and  his  manipulations  regarded  with  a 
feeling  analogous  to  awe. 

But  the  limits  of  this  address  will  not  permit  farther  attention  to  these 
speculative  dawnings  of  our  science  ;  and  I  proceed  directly  to  present 
a  few  leading  facts,  illustrative  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  medicine.  I 
have  said  that  the  science  of  medicine  is  coeval  with  man's  existence. 
We,  consequently,  find  among  different  nations  various  notions  as  to  its 
origin. 

Eo-ypt  was  formerly  the  cradle  of  the  arts.  She  seems,  at  one  period, 
to  have  taken  the  lead  in  theology  and  medicine.  Whilst'  the  fertile 
valley  of  the  Nile  attracted,  by  its  almost  spontaneous  production  of  the 
necessaries  of  life,  a  dense  and  active  population,  the  very  luxury  arising 
from  such  exuberance,  the  infections  incident  to  crowded  populations, 
but,  above  all,  the  inundations  of  the  Nile,  gave  rise  to  a"  large  class  of 
diseases,  which  soon  developed  a  respectable  system  of  practical  medi- 
cine. Deeply  imbued  with  religious  feelings,  the  Egyptian  ascribed  the 
invention  of  medicine  to  Thaut,  (the  Hermes  of  the  Greeks,  and  Mer- 
cury of  the  Romans,)  and  its  practice  was,  at  one  time,  exclusively 
confined  to  the  priests.  Their  practice  was,  indeed,  a  strange  mingling 
of  religious  rites  and  therapeutic  agents;  and,  although  we  may  feel 
inclined  to  laugh  at  their  often  ridiculous  manipulations  and  incantations, 
yet,  if  it  be  true  that  passes  made  over  various  parts  of  the  person  have 
the  power  to  allay  nervous  excitement,  as  has  been  shown  from  the  time 
of  Mesmer,  we  may  find  reason  to  change  our  opinions  as  to  their 
efficacy. 
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The  introduction  of  luxury  is  the  introduction  of  disease.  Were  men 
to  confine  themselves  exclusively  to  the  simple  food  which  nature  pre- 
pares, and  carefully  to  follow  all  her  indications,  in  the  normal,  as  well  as 
abnormal  state,  disease,  except  that  which  results  from  violence  to  the 
structures  of  the  body,  would  disappear.  Although,  with  some  this  is  a 
modern  idea,  yet  it  is  at  least,  as  ancient  as  the  time  of  Herodotus,  and 
it  was  popular  among  the  Romans  in  the  age  of  Augustus. 

Tn  accordance  with  this  idea,  the  ancients  attributed  the  introduction 
of  disease  to  the  use  of  fire  in  culinary  operations,  and  hence  the  beauti- 
ful allusion  of  Horace  in  one  of  his  odes  : 

"  Atrox  Tapeti  genus 

Ignem  fraude  mala  gentibus  intulit : 
Post  i^nem  ffitheria  domo 

Subductum,  Maries  et  nova  Fehrium 
Terris  incubuit  cohors. 
Semotique  prius  tarda  necessitas 

Leti,  corripuit  gradum.,; — Car.  111.  Lib.  I. 

Although  the  practice  of  medicine  among  the  Egyptians  was  at  first 
confined  to  their  priests,  yet,  when  luxurious  living  had  increased  their 
diseases,  men  were  set  apart  for  the  study  of  medicine,  each  of  whom 
devoted  his  attention,  not  to  diseases  generally,  but  to  one  particular 
disease.  Now,  as  in  mechanics,  when  a  man's  attention  is  devoted  to 
one  branch  exclusively,  he  acquires  in  it  uncommon  skill  and  accuracy, 
so  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  Egyptian  physicians  early  acquired  a 
well-deserved  celebrity.  Hence,  the  reader  of  ancient  medicine  will  find, 
in  the  few  fragments  left  us  of  their  works,  opinions  and  theories  far  in 
advance  of  those  of  their  contemporaries,  and  a  large  class  of  therapeu- 
tic agents  accurately  described. 

They  made  use  of  various  emetics,  cathartics,  baths,  and  unguents. 
They  thoroughly  understood  the  value  of  enemeta  and  of  sudorifics. 
They  early  established  a  very  rational  code  of  dietetical  regulations; 
and,  perceiving  that  certain  kinds  of  animal  food  aggravated  certain 
diseases  of  the  skin,  they  regarded  the  swine  as  unclean.  They  em- 
ployed manipulations,  accompanied  by  incantations,  in  certain  nervous 
diseases,  and  well  understood  the  value  of  friction  and  of  stimulants  in 
others.  They  practised  embalming  1680  years  before  the  time  of 
Christ. 

But  there  was,  in  ancient  institutions;  a  maximum  of  elevation,  which 
once  acquired,  the  descent  was  slow  but  certain  ;  and,  with  the  destruc- 
tion of  Egyptian  national  greatness,  came  the  decline  of  her  arts  and 
sciences. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  the  reader  of  history  finds  the  genius  of 
medicine  leaving  her  earliest  home,  and  flying  across  the  Mediterranean, 
to  make  her  abode  even  with  the  active  and  enterprising  Greek.  There 
is  an  air  of  mystery  over  everything  that  is  Egyptian.  Her  priests  were 
mystics  ;  her  hieroglyphics  an  enigma  ;  her  learning  a  sealed  book  ;  and 
medicine,  borrowing  from  her  nurse,  (for  Egypt  was  her  nurse,)  this 
national  characteristic,  still,  in  honor  of  her  earliest  friend,  wears  the 
mystery  of  the  past. 

I  have  said,  it  is  with  regret  we  turn  to  Greece  and  her  physicians, — 
not  that  we  honor  "  Greece  less,  but  Egypt  more."     The  Greeks  cul- 
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tivated  the  science  of  medicine  contemporaneously  with  the  Egyptians, — 
but  not  so  successfully  until  the  decline  of  Egyptian  arts. 

Before  the  Trojan  war,  Chiron,  surnamed  the  centaur,  made  himself 
famous  by  the  cure  of  wounds  ;  and,  when  Achilles  and  Patroclus  went 
to  Troy,  he  imparted  to  them  a  knowledge  of  various  simples.  iBscula- 
pius  was  the  disciple  of  Chiron  ;  and,  so  extremely  skilful  was  he,  that 
Jupiter  killed  him  with  lightning  for  restoring  Hippolytus,  the  son  of 
Theseus,  to  life. 

Homer  informs  us  that  two  sons  of  ^Esculapius  accompanied  the  Trojan 
expedition.  On  their  return  home  from  Troy,  Podalirius,  one  of  the 
sons,  was  driven  by  a  tempest  upon  the  coast  of  Caria,  where  he  cured 
the  daughter  of  king  Damsethus.  The  king,  in  gratitude,  gave  her  to 
him  in  marriage;  and,  from  this  union,  descended  Hippolochus,  an 
ancestor  of  the  great  Hippocrates. 

The  birth  of  Hippocrates  forms  an  era  in  medicine;  and  to  him, 
therefore,  I  shall  here  pay  a  little  closer  attention.  A  native  of  the 
island  of  Cos,  he  was  descended  from  /Esculapius  by  Heraclides,  his 
father,  and  from  Hercules  by  his  mother,  Praxitea.  His  birth  is  variously 
placed ;  but  the  most  authentic  accounts  fix  it  in  the  first  year  of  the 
80th  Olympiad,  or  460  B.  C.  Under  his  father  he  pursued,  first  the 
natural  sciences  then  known,  and  finally  medicine.  His  native  island 
was  consecrated  to  the  deified  JEsculapius,  and  was  a  place  of  resort  for 
invalids  from  all  parts  of  the  ancient  world. 

It  was  the  custom  for  all  who  had  been  cured  of  any  distemper,  to 
write  out  an  exact  account  of  their  disease,  its  causes,  symptoms,  and 
cure.  Hippocrates  caused  all  these  accounts  to  be  collected  together, 
and  thus  secured  to  himself  and  to  others  the  experience  of  many  years. 

But  his  capacity  to  understand  and  control  disease  was  most  signally 
displayed  in  the  plague,  which  raged  in  Athens  and  throughout  Attica, 
during  the  Peloponesian  war,  430  B.  C.  His  generous  self-devotion  to 
his  native  country,  his  patriotic  refusal  of  tempting  offers  from  Persia, 
are  well  known  to  every  reader  of  Roll  in,  and  exhibit  a  fine  model  for 
imitation.  He  was  a  contemporary  of  the  laughing  philosopher,  Demo- 
critus,  and  was  sent  for  by  the  people  of  Abdera  to  visit  him  ;  since  they 
felt  confident,  th^t  the  continual  laughter  of  the  latter  was  an  evidence 
of  approaching  insanity. 

The  congress  of  these  two  great  men  resulted  in  an  intimate  friendship 
which  continued  uninterrupted  during  life.  No  one  of  the  Greek 
physicians  has  left  behind  so  copius  writings  on  all  diseases  then  known 
to  be  incident  to  the  human  family,  as  Hippocrates.  These  writings 
are  still  regarded  as  an  excellent  foundation  for  the  modern  study  of 
medicine. 

There  is  one  admirable  trait  which  constantly  exhibits  itself  in  the 
character  of  Hippocrates.  Unlike  many  modern  physicians,  who  con- 
ceal their  malpractice,  and  boast  of  their  success,  the  great  Father  of 
the  healing  art  candidlv  exhibits  his  failures,  as  well  as  his  success.  He 
mentions  the  mode  in  which  he  dressed  a  wound  in  the  head,  shows 
wherein  it  was  wrong,  and  warns  others  against  his  error.  In  his  first 
and  third  books  on  epidemics,  he  describes  the  distempers  of  forty 
patients,  says  he  cured  only  seventeen,  and  the  rest  died.     In  his  second 
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book  on  the  same,  speaking  of  a  dangerous  species  of  quinsy,  he  says 
all  his  patients  recovered,  and  adds,  "  If  they  had  died,  I  would  have 
told  you  with  the  same  freedom."  He  declares,  that  it  is  no  dishonor 
to  call  for  counsel  in  difficult  cases;  for,  says  he,  "even  the  most  skilful 
may  be  deceived."  Hence  we  see,  that  medical  consultatious  are  as 
ancient  as  the  days  of  Hippocrates. 

With  regret  one  takes  leave  of  this  truly  great  man  ;  but  the  limits  of 
an  address  necessarily  control  me.  I  am,  however,  inclined  to  add  one 
word  as  to  his  character.  He  was  a  man  of  great  natural  and  acquired 
abilities.  Ardently  devoted  to  his  profession,  he  made  all  other  studies 
subservient  to  this,  and  gathered  from  every  other  science  "a  beam  to 
grace "  his  favorite  pursuits.  He  was  learned,  and  yet  not  pedantic; 
confident  in  his  powers,  and  yet  cautious  in  his  practice;  capable  of  im- 
parting instruction  to  all  his  contemporaries,  yet  earnestly  searching  for 
information  ;  strictly  moral,  and  deeply  imbued  with  the  religious  feelings 
of  his  day,  yet  indulgent  to  the  faults  and  follies  of  others; — in  short, 
after  making  due  allowance  for  the  frailties  to  which,  as  a  human  being, 
he  must  have  been  subject,  he  was  the  "  beau  ideal"  of  a  medical  man, 
and  one  of  those  few  extraordinary  beings  who,  from  time  to  time,  shone 
out  to  illumine  the  early  ages  of  the  world.  He  died  at  an  advanced  age, 
leaving  two  sons,  Thessalus  and  Draco,  who  enjoyed  some  reputation  as 
physicians.     His  son-in-law,  Polybius,  however,  was  his  successor. 

After  him,  we  find  no  physician  worthy  of  note,  until  the  time  of 
Galen.  Galen  was  a  native  of  Pergamus.  He  flourished  in  the  reign  of 
Antonius,  Marcus  Aurelius,  and  some  of  the  succeeding  emperors,  about 
A.  D.  J 31.  He  was  thoroughly  educated  in  the  polite  literature  of  the 
age,  philosophy,  and  mathematics. 

After  selecting  the  profession  of  medicine,  he  visited  all  the  cities  of 
Greece,  and  .drank  instruction  from  every  available  source.  But  he 
informs  us,  that  it  was  to  the  writings  of  Hippocrates,  "those  magazines 
of  medical  science,"  that  he  principally  devoted  himself.  Him  he  always 
regarded  as  his  model ;  and,  he  ingenuously  declares,  that  all  his  success 
was  owing  to  a  knowledge  of  his  dicta.  .  Thus  the  principles  which,  for 
six  hundred  years,  had  lain  in  oblivion,  were  again  revived  in  the  person 
of  Galen,  and  of  their  importance  sight  has  never  since  been  wholly 
lost. 

At  the  age  of  thirty-four  he  visited  Rome,  and  very  soon  acquired 
great  reputation,  and  great  envy  from  his  brethren.  From  his  predicting 
the  symptoms  which  would  follow  the  exhibition  of  his  remedies,  and 
the  time  of  cure,  the  physicians  of  Rome  raised  the  report,  that  he 
cured  disease  by  magic. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  plague  in  Italy,  and  the  adjacent  countries, 
A.  D.  166,  he  determined  to  return  to  his  native  country  ;  but  Marcus 
Aurelius,  returning  from  his  expedition  against  the  Germans,  ordered 
him  to  Aquilea,  A.  D.  170,  and  afterwards  brought  him  in  his  train  to 
Rome.  It  was  during  the  latter  part  of  this  emperor's  reign,  and  that  of 
Commodus,  his  son,  that  GuUn  wrote  his  "  Dissertationes  Medicinas." 

I  will  here  merely  add  one  incident  given  by  Galen  himself,  and  from 
it  may  be  inferred  his  tact  as  a  physician,  and  the  simplicity  of  his 
remedies.     "Marcus  Aurelius   was  suddenly  seized  in  the  night  with  a 
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colic  and  looseness  which  made  him  feverish.  His  physicians  ordered 
him  to  lie  still,  and  only  gave  him  a  little  broth  for  the  space  of  nine 
hours.  The  same  physicians  returned  again,  when  I  happened  to  be 
present ;  and  they  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  a  fever  was  approaching. 
For  my  part,  I  remained  silent,  and  without  feeling  his  pulse  when  my  turn 
came.  This  induced  the  emperor  to  ask  me,  turning  towards  the  side 
where  I  was,  why  I  did  not  come  to  him  ?  To  which  I  answered,  that 
his  physicians  had  already  felt  his  pulse  twice.  I  came  into  what  they 
had  done,  not  doubting  that  they  were  better  judge?  of  his  pulse  than  I. 
The  prince,  however,  offered  his  arm ;  and,  having  examined  it  with 
attention,  I  declared  that  he  was  not  threatened  with  a  fever,  but  that 
his  stomach  was  clomped  with  some  undigested  food,  which  occasioned 
his  being  feverish.  The  emperor  cried  out,  '  That  is  it, — you  have  hit 
it  exactly, — I  feel  my  stomach  clogged.'  He  afterwards  asked  me  what 
was  to  be  done  to  relieve  him.  I  replied  that,  if  any  one  besides  the 
emperor  was  in  that  same  condition,  I  should  give  him  a  little  pepper  in 
wine,  as  I  am  in  the  habit  of  doing  on  similar  occasions.  But  it  is  the 
custom  to  give  no  remedies  to  princes  but  such  as  are  gentle.  I,  there- 
fore, order  some  wool  steeped  in  oil  of  spike,  very  hot,  to  be  applied  to 
your  majesty's  stomach.  Marcus  Aurelius  did  not  fail  to  take  both,  and 
afterwards,  in  speaking  of  me  to  Pitholaus,  his  son's  governor,  he  said, 
'  We  have  but  one  physician ;  he  is  the  only  man  of  any  value.' 

With  the  exception  of  a  spice  of  egotism  in  this  narration,  there  is 
much  in  it  to  admire.  From  men,  such  as  these,  sprang  our  time- honored 
and  venerable  profession.     It  is  emphatically  the  structure  of  ages. 

It  may  not  be  unimportant  here  to  state,  that  all  the  early  physicians 
were  decidedly  favorable  to  botanic  remedies.  Says  Pliny,  "  Hinc," 
(that  is  from  botany,)  "  nata  medicina.  Hasc  sola  naturae  placuerat  esse 
remedia,  parata  vulgo,  inventu  facilia,  ac  sine  impendio."  Although 
other  remedies  were  in  vogue,  yet  they  were  sparingly  used.  Virgil  has 
given  expression  to  the  same  sentiment  in  the  JEneid  : — 
"  Scire  potestates  herb  arum,  usumque  medendi." 

It  is  gratifying  to  feel  that,  in  effecting  a  reform  in  medicine,  we  are 
occupying  the  ground  occupied  by  the  most  learned  of  the  ancients,  and 
employing,  as  agents  in  the  cure  of  disease,  essentially  the  same  articles 
of  medicine.  Were  the  writings  of  Hippocrates  more  generally  read, 
and  his  modesty  more  clearly  imitated,  the  charge  of  quackery,  to  which 
the  profession,  both  old  and  new,  are  so  obnoxious,  would  lose  much  of 
its  force;  and,  above  all,  the  proscription  on  account  of  medical  views , 
which  now  so  largely  obtains,  would  totally  disappear. 

But  leaving  matters  of  historical  interest,  the  most  important  question 
with  us  now  is,  How  shall  we  best  advance  the  cause  in  which  we*  are 
enlisted,  and  accomplish  the  greatest  good  to  our  race?  The  answer  to 
this  question  involves  our  duty  in  two  important  respects, — our  direct  re- 
gard to  personal  individual  influence,  and  the  means  of  advancing  our 
social  and  common  interests. 

In  the  first  place,  to  exert  personally  and  individually,  the  greatest 
amount  of  influence,  we  must  be  thoroughly  qualified  for  our  work. 
This  qualification  requires  of  us  a  regard  to  the  possession  and  exercise 
of  social  and  moral  powers.     It  requires,  that  we  should  be  upright  in 
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our  demeanor,  and  affable  and  kind  in  all  the  walks  of  life.  The  physi- 
cian is  called,  sometimes  indeed  into  the  palaces  of  the  rich,  but  some- 
times also  into  the  hovels  of  the  poor.  He  must  be  able  to  appear  at 
ease, — be  unembarrassed  and  agreeable,  in  all  classes  of  society.  Neith- 
er flattery,  on  the  one  hand,  should  unduly  elate  him,  nor  frowns,  on  the 
other,  materially  disturb  and  depress  him.  He  should  not  indulge  in  the 
rudeness  of  anger  on  account  of  apparent  neglect  and  injuries,  nor  be 
overweening  in  his  fondne-s  for  the  caresses  of  friendship.  He  may  be 
cheerful  with  those  that  rejoice;  but  he  must  also  be  able  to  sympathize 
with  those  that  weep. 

I  must  omit,  however,  to  dwell  on  the  importance  of  the  social  and 
moral  virtues.  I  wish  to  delineate  particularly  the  necessity  of  extensive 
intellectual  acquisitions,  to  fit  one  for  the  proper  discharge  of  his  pro- 
fessional duties.  The  preposterous  idea  of  Dr.  Thomson  that  no  pre- 
paratory and  special  training  is  requisite  to  qualify  one  to  deal  with  the 
healths  and  lives  of  the  community, — that,  in  fact,  every  man  may 
properly  be  his  own  physician,  finds  no  favor  with  us.  Every  man  may, 
if  he  chooses,  it  is  true,  be  his  own  physician;  and  so  he  may  be  his  own 
carpenter,  and  watchmaker,  and  tailor:  but,  if,  in  the  latter  cases,  to 
avoid  a  botch,  he  chooses  to  employ  a  trained  workman,  how  much  rath- 
er should  he  do  so,  when  the  human  system  is  the  object  of  repair,  and 
human  life  is  liable  to  be  the  forfeit  of  ignorance  !  So  far  is  it  from  be- 
ing true,  that  any  man,  uneducated  for  his  work,  can  be  a  trust-worthy 
physician,  that  even  several  years  of  uninterrupted  study  are  inadequate 
to  afford  the  desirable  amount  of  intellectual  qualification. 

There  is  a  vast  amount  of  empiricism  in  medicine,  even  among  those 
who  are  reputedly  educated.  Multitudes  of  physicians  never  inquire 
what  is  th.3  pathological  change  indued  by  the  disease  under  considera- 
tion, nor  in  what  manner  contemplated  remedies  may  be  expected  to  ex- 
ert their  influence  They  give  their  agents,  even  those  of  the  heroic 
class,  as  calomel,  antimony,  arsenic,  and  the  like,  when  they  are  no  more 
able  to  define  what  specific  action  they  expect  to  produce,  than  a  child 
of  three  years  of  age  is  able  to  tell  what  effect  he  anticipates  from  vary- 
ing or  removing  a  particular  part  of  a  complicated  and  delicate  piece  of 
mechanism.  Pretensions  to  personal  superiority  are  much  more  easy 
than  the  actual  proof;  and  the  charge  of  ignorance  thrust  on  others  may 
be  nothing  more  than  an  attempted  mode  of  concealing  one's  own  defic- 
iencies. In  the  crowd,  after  depredations  have  been  committed,  no  one 
cries, — Stop  thief, — more  loudly  than  the  plunderer  himself. 

The  object  of  the  Worcester  Medical  Institution,  and  of  all  who  sym- 
bolize with  us  in  the  cause  of  medical  education,  is  to  train  candidates 
for  the  profession,  as  thoroughly,  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  permit. 
We  insist  on  acquisitions  not  inferior  in  amount  to  those  generally  found 
with  our  Allopathic  brethren  ;  at  the  same  time  that  we  labor  to  render 
these  acquisitions  of  such  character  as  to  be  of  the  greatest  possible 
practical  application.  We  explain,  for  illustration,  the  principal  doctrines 
taught  in  Allopathic  Schools;  and  yet  we  "show  unto"  our  students  "a 
more  excellent  wa\."  We  do  this  by  pointing  out  distinctly  in  what  the 
errors  condemned  consist,  and  in  what  respects  the  improvements  sug- 
gested are  more  consonant  with  known  laws  and  the  observation  of  facts. 
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We  present  the  results  of  such  original  investigations  and  discoveries  as 
we  have  been  able  to  make,  and  we  urge  on  our  pupils  the  importance  of 
"going  on  unto  perfection."  We  invite  them  to  the  adoption  of  the 
truest  eclecticism  ; — that  is,  to  the  imitation  of  the  bee,  in  satherino- 
honey  even  from  poisonous,  a,s  well  as  from  other  flowers.  We  assist 
them  in  endeavoring  to  lay,  broad  and  deep,  a  foundation  for  professional 
eminence  ;  and  then  we  tell  them  to  "  leave  the  things  which  are  behind, 
and  reach  forth  to  those  things  which  are  before." 

Under  such  circumstances,  we  confidently  expect  our  young  men  to 
remain  faithful  students  in  medicine,  even  amidst  the  engagements  and 
perplexities  of  professional  life.  We  expect  them  to  apply  themselves, 
from  time  to  time,  the  most  earnestly  and  impartially  to  the  investigation 
of  whatever  has  an  immediate  bearing  on  the  healths,  and  comforts,  and 
lives  of  the  community  around;  and  the  carrying  out  of  our  philanthrop- 
ic plans  requires  of  every  physician,  that  he  should 

"  Seize  upon  truth  wherever  found," 
and  that  we  should  cull,  as  far  as  possible,  from  all  systems  and  the  theories 
of  all  individuals,  whatever  is  worthy  of  his  own  special  regard.  Espec- 
ially, should  he  hope  to  gather  in  this  way,  facts  and  data,  from  which 
he  may  deduce,  truths  hitherto  unknown,  but  destined  to  become  of  the 
most  momentous  consequence,  in  regard  to  the  physical  benefit  of  our 
race ;  and,  in  view  of  the  present  imperfect  character  of  professional 
knowledge,  every  one  should,  for  himself,  become  a  decided  advocate  of 
a  radical  reform  in  medicine.  He  should  be  fearless  of  the  charge  of 
innovation  which  the  narrow-minded  and  slothful  will  be  sure  to  heap 
upon  him;  and,  in  the  exercise  of  a  truly  benevolent  and  liberal  spirit, 
should  seek  to  store  his  mind  with  the  richest  of  professional  treasures. 
Absolving  himself  from  servile  allegiance  to  any  theory,  however  plausi- 
ble, he  should  seek  only  to  reach  the  highest  available  truths,  guided  by 
that  "wisdom  which  is  from  above  and  profitable  to  direct." 

In  regard  to  the  best  means  of  advancing  the  common  interests  of  the 
medical  profession,  it  is  clear,  that  some  social  compact  is  indispensible. 
A  late  redoubtable  character  whose  fictitious  existence  was  claimed  for 
the  down-east  portion  of  New  England,  has  told  us,  among  his  other 
pithy  sayings,  that  "  there  is  a  great  deal  of  human  nature  in  mankind." 
Now  the  fact  is,  that  this  "human  nature"  or  disposition  to  the  indul- 
gence of  selfishness  is  so  great,  as  often  to  require  strong  means  of  re- 
straint. Especially,  as  it  is  proverbial,  that"  doctors  disagree"  in  judg-^ 
ment,  their  tendency  to  disagreement  in  feelings  and  effort  is  liable  to  be 
enhanced  by  their  contrariety  of  professional  views.  They,  therefore, 
it  may  be,  even  more  than  other  men,  need  to  throw  around  themselves 
the  bonds  of  a  fraternal  association.  They  need  motives  to  encourage 
them  to  promote  each  others  interest,  notwithstanding  the  conflicting  na- 
ture of  the  courses  which  they  feel  constrained  to  pursue.  They  need, 
also,  motives  to  induce  them,  in  the  spirit  of  true  liberality,  cheerfully  to 
concede  to  each  other  the  privilege  of  enjoying  freedom  of  thought,  and 
of  investigating  untrammelled  any  professional  subject. 

Besides,  every  one  who  begins  to  open  his  eyes  to  the  reception  of  light, 
finds  in  theiu  a  tendency  to  close,  under  the  influence  of  arbitrary  au- 
thority and  an  over-bearing  restrictive  system.     This  condition  of  things 
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calls  for  the  mutual  aid  of  medical  men,  in  developing  new  truths  and 
new  modes  of  arriving  at  the  decision  of  the  question,  What  is  truth  ? 
The  selfishness  of  the  profession  has  often  proved  a  moral  incubus  effec- 
tually repressing  all  efforts  to  effect  a  common  good.  But  an  association, 
whose  avowed  object  is  the  cultivation  of  a  spirit  of  benevolence,  and 
the  casting  of  new  light  on  the  prevailing  darkness,  may  be  made  of  the 
highest  interest  and  value.  Such  an  association,  by  its  code  of  regula- 
tions, by  its  standard  of  personal  etiquette  and  social  duties,  and  by  its 
uniform  bearing  on  all  its  members,  may  have  the  most  happy  influ- 
ence, in  suppressing  whatever  is  mercenary  and  selfish,  and  in  developing 
the  higher  and  better  principles  of  our  social  nature. 

Nor  is  this  all.  Other  important  ends  are  also  subserved  by  the  same 
means.  The  comparing  of  views,  and  even  the  collision  of  opposing 
minds,  often  gives  existence  to  entirely  new  trains  of  thought,  and  de- 
velops truths  which  otherwise  might  have  remained  forever  concealed. 
In  a  Society  formed  for  mutual  professional  improvement,  its  members 
may  compare  observations,  communicate  the  results  of  their  experience, 
and  thus  become  better  prepared  to  judge  of  the  intrinsic  merit  of  any 
particular  suggestion  or  prescribed  course.  An  influence  of  this  kind, 
is  the  more  important,  from  the  consideration,  that  prejudice  interposes 
many  barriers  and  even  organizes  cliques  to  prevent  the  progress  of  truth. 
A  perfectly  blind  attachment  to  doctrines  which  have  been  arbitrarily  in- 
culcated, exists  with  many  ;  and,  if  any  of  their  brethren  manifest  a  dis- 
position to  break  away  from  the  shackles  of  authority,  they  are  ever  ready 
to  fulminate  threats  of  non-intercourse  and  excommunication.  Under 
circumstances  like  these,  in  which  error  is  imposingly  presented,  and 
even  systematically  taught,  it  is  often  with  difficulty  that  one  can  pursue 
an  unbiased  course  of  investigation.  He  feels,  that  the  adoption  of  such 
a  course,  will  subject  him  to  the  disapprobation  of  his  brethren,  especial- 
ly of  those  whose  word  is  authority,  and  he  represses  his  desire  for  im- 
provement. But  let  him  feel,  that  he  has  the  sanction  of  at  least,  an 
honorable  portion  of  the  profession,  in  following  wherever  truth  may 
guide  him,  and  he  will  allow  correct  motives  to  have  their  proper  weight, 
and  will  yield  himself  up  implicitly  to  the  guidance  of  truth. 

And  besides  being  aided,  by  the  influence  of  a  liberal  social  compact 
in  the  investigation  of  truth,  he  will  also  be  encouraged  to  benevolent 
efforts  in  advancing  the  general  interests  of  a  common  cause.  When 
sustained  by  the  approbation  of  others,  and  of  an  organized  body  espec- 
ially, he  will  feel,  that  he  can  labor  with  effect  in  opposing  a  notorious 
and  profligate  charlantry  and  every  form  of  empiricism.  The  united  pro- 
tests of  a  respectable  body  of  medical  men  against  all  mere  routine  and 
ignorant  practice  will  have  weight  with  the  community,  when  the  voice 
of  one  alone  m  the  crowd,  would  be  unheard.  "Union  is' ?  always 
"strength  ;"  and,  by  uniting  our  efforts  against  quackery  in  all  its  forms, 
we  may  accomplish  much  towards  its  removal.  Even  that  worst  form  of 
quackery  which  is  sanctioned  by  legal  enactments,  may  be  measurably 
restrained  in  this  way,  by  levelling  against  it  the  artillery  of  truth,  its  un- 
compromising foe. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  present  a  few  words  of  encouragement 
to  those  of  the  present  class,  who  have  now  completed  their  course  of 
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professional  study,  and  are  about  to  enter  the  arena  of  public  life.  Your 
"  field  "  of  labor,  gentlemen,  "  is"  eminently  "  the  world."  Only  a  sub- 
ordinate portion  of  civilized  nations  have  yet  embraced  the  true  Physo- 
medical  views,  which  we  are  laboring  to  extend.  Your  influence  is  called 
for,  in  various  direct  and  indirect  methods,  in  spreading  the  true  medical 
practice  throughout  our  country  and  every  other.  And  where  the  truth 
has  begun  to  exert  its  sway,  many  are  only  partially  convinced.  They 
yet  ''see  men,  as  trees,  walking."  The  eyes  of  their  minds  need  a  far- 
ther anointing.  And,  still  again,  even  those  who  are  thoroughly  conver- 
ted to  the  truth,  yet  need  much  farther  information,  not  to  establish  them 
theoretically,  but  to  benefit  them  practically.  We  want  physicians  whose 
skill  will  save  the  sick  from  an  untimely  grave,  and  whose  science  will 
throw  into  the  shade  the  talents  of  those  whose  faith  is  false.  We  want, 
too,  those  who  can  aid  in  the  conducting  of  periodicals,  and  the  prepar- 
ation of  books,  explaining  our  system  and  commending  it  to  the  eye  of 
candor.  Now,  in  all  these  departments,  there  is  not  only  enough  to  be 
done,  but  encouragement  enough  to  do  it.  Your  prospects,  unlike  the 
prospects  of  those  who  are  entering  the  ranks  of  Allopathy,  are  abun- 
dantly flattering.  You  are  not  called  on  to  wait  for  the  death  or  reject- 
ion of  predecessors,  before  you  can  find  a  location  which  promises  to  af- 
ford a  livelihood.  So  far  from  it,  the  Macedonian  cry  is  even  now  heard 
from  every  quarter,  "  Come  over  and  help  us."  Numerous  are  the  places, 
holding  out  ample  inducements,  but  necessarially  left  vacant,  there  being 
no  acceptable  practitioner  to  supply  them.  The  most  of  you  have  al- 
ready decided  on  your  respective  locations;  but,  wherever  you  establish 
yourselves,  you  are  only  to  maintain  the  character  of  integrity,  and  show, 
by  your  works,  that  you  understand  the  treatment  of  disease  on  the  sys- 
tem which  has  been  here  taught,  and  your  success  is  certain, — your  am- 
ple reward  is  sure. 


TERROR-STRICKEN  ALLOPATHY. 

Mr.  Editor  : 

I  love  to  look,  now  and  then,  upon  the  thick-coming  signs  of  the 
times.  I  love  to  see  the  great  "  unt er -rifled"  who  sit  "  in  high  places  " 
in  the  medical  world,  brought  at  last  to  come  together,  with  anxious 
brows,  and  heavy  hearts,  and  compelled,  while  they  spout  bravado,  to 
whisper  of  overthrow  and  ignominy,  and  even  to  betray,  by  their  conduct, 
the  fears,  that  crowd  and  deepen  within  them.  The  time  has  been  when 
Allopathists  persuaded  themselves  that  they,  the  favored  few,  whose 
primary  badge  of  distinction  was  sheep-skin,  baptized  in  human  blood, 
had  a  natural,  inalienable  right  to  gull  the  rest  of  mankind  with  shallow 
verbosity,  sapient  long-facedness,  and  wholesale  scientific  poisoning ; 
and,  when,  at  length,  Thomson  rose  up  and  questioned  their  dicta,  they 
really  were  astonished  at  the  man's  impoliteness.  The  time  has  been! 
So,  alas,  "Troja  fuit !"  They  are  not  to  be  pitied.  The  fate  that 
awaits  them — men,  as  they  were,  in  this  nineteenth  century,  dealing  urw 
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blushingly,  unfalteringly  in  deformity,  disease,  and  death — they  have  far 
too  truly  merited. 

This  train  of  thought  was  suggested  to  my  mind,  by  reading  the 
Introductory  Remarks  of  the  great  Dr.  Chapman,  of  Philadelphia,  before 
the  American  Medical  Association,  at  its  first  annual  meeting  held 
during  the  year  1848.  Notice,  these  were  introductory  remarks  ;  the 
first  and  most  absorbing  ideas  that  filled  the  minds  of  that  body  at  their 
first  regular  assembling.  Why  form  an  American  Medical  Association 
just  at  this  juncture?  Reply  would  be  superfluous.  But  to  the  remarks, 
I  shall  copy  a  few  sentences,  verbatim,  and  make  a  very  few  passing 
reflections. 

Dr.  Chapman  says  in  the  outset,  "  The  profession  to  which  we  belong, 
once  venerated  on  account  of  its  antiquity ;  [hear  ! — then  antiquity 
itself  can  grow  too  old,  can  it,  doctor?  Very  good  doctrine,  that;]  its 
various  and  profound  science  ;  [take  special  notice  !]  its  virtues,  &c, 
has  become  corrupt  and  degenerate,  to  the  forfeiture  of  its  social  position, 
and,  with  it,  of  the  homage  it  formerly  received  spontaneously  and  uni- 
versally." Now  let  us  see  what  follows  almost  within  the  compass  of  a 
breath.  "  With  the  present  century  the  spirit  of  philosophy  began  to  be 
infused  into  it,  [medicine,]  creative  of  real  and  substantial  improvements 
in  its  theories  and  modes  of  practice,  and  raising  it  from  a  low  and 
conjectural  art,  to  a  place  among  the  legitimate  sciences.''1  [Indeed! — 
perhaps,  doctor,  being  one  of  such  a  very  peculiar  profession,  you  can 
tell  us  how  a  "various  and  profound  science,"  can  be,  at  the  same  time, 
a  "  low  art ;"  and  what  is  the  difference  between  such  a  science  and  a 
"  legitimate  science."  Really,  doctor,  you  seem  to  have  been  laboring 
to  make  out  a  case,  more  than  to  publish  truth.  But  who  began  to 
infuse  science  into  medicine,  about  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  ? 
Who  but  Thomson  and  Beach,  in  their  way;  followed  by  Liebig,  Brous- 
sais,  Louis,  Magendie,  Priessnitz,  &c,  each  in  his  way.]  The  conse- 
quence, Dr.  C.  says,  is,  that  "  great  good  is  already  attained,  and  farther 
benefit  of  inestimable  value  premised  to  suffering  humanity."  "  From 
slumbers  too  long  indulged,  the  profession  has,  at  length,  awoke,  and 
shaking  the  poppies  from  its  brows,  is  recalled  to  a  sense  of  what  is  due 
to  itself."  Better  try  the  effect  of  shaking  some  of  the  opium  from  its 
pill-bags  /] 

Listen  again.  '  ■  Excited  by  a  generous  impulse,  it  [medicine]  comes 
forward  in  the  majesty  of  its  might,  to  vindicate  its  rights,  and  redress 
its  wrongs!"  [What  rights  has  error?  And  who  could,  if  he  would, 
wrong  a  despotic  power  ?  The  thing  is  impossible,  either  way.  Allo- 
pathy has  no  rights,  because  it  is  not  a  true  thing,  and  right  cannot 
pertain  to  it :  it  has  no  wrongs  to  charge  upon  its  enemies,,  for  the  same 
reason,  that  great  "  We,  Frederick,  Autocrat  of  all  the  Russias  "  could 
not,  by  any  possibility,  have  anything  to  complain  of  from  a  band  of 
pigmies  in  some  corner  of  his  realm,  whom  his  laws  did  not  protect,  nor 
even  recognize  !]  Once  more:  "No  mean  petition  of  grievances,  or 
supplicatory  memorials  for  relief,  or  more  immediate  addresses  to  popular 
feeling  to  engage  its  favor,  shall  sully  sour  proceedings  /"  [Magnanimous 
Allopathy  !  thou  hast  spoken  like  thyself!  But  stop.  What  grievances 
have  you  that  call  for  petition ;  or  why    supplicate   for  relief,  where  no 
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burden  is  imposed  ?  But,  verily,  this  is  the  "  unkindest  cut  of  all."  You 
have  not  even  treated  us  as  men.  You  would  not,  had  not  Great  Truth 
compelled  you  to  yield  a  little,  have  allowed  us  the  hundredth  part  of 
the  credit  and  reward  for  honest  labors,  that  you  assume  on  the  shallow 
basis  of  antiquity.  No,  indeed  !  You  will  not  petition  ;  you  need  not ; 
but  your  unhappy  victims  have  no  other  weapon  left  them  to  turn  against 
your  base  injustice !]  L.  Reuben,  M.  D. 


ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  WORCESTER  MEDICAL  INSTITU- 
TION. 

The  anniversary  exercises  of  the  Worcester  Medical  Institution  took 
place  in  the  upper  city  Hall  in  Worcester,  on  Wednesday,  June  6th, 
1849.  Numerous  friends  were  present  from  the  different  New  England 
States  and  New-York,  and  universally,  we  believe,  manifested. a  deep  in- 
terest in  the  prosperity  of  the  Institution.  By  the  Trustees  important 
measures  were  adopted,  with  a  view  to  promote  the  permanent  prosperity 
of  the  Institution  ;  and  it  is  expected,  that,  during  the  present  year,  a 
commodious  College  building  will  be  permanently  secured. 

The  medical  Class  in  attendance  the  past  Term,  numbered  29.  Eleven 
of  these,  having  honorably  sustained  a  rigid  examination  before  the  Fac- 
ulty and  Board  of  Censors,  were  admitted,  by  the  Trustees,  to  the  regu- 
lar degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine,  and  received  their  diplomas  accor- 
dingly. Of  these  eleven,  three  had  already  graduated  at  the  Eclectic 
Medical  Institute  of  Virginia,  and  one  at  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Vermont.  They  will  go  forth  to  bless  the  world,  as  physi- 
cians, and  relieve  suffering  humanity. 

We  were  happy  to  see  several  of  our  Allopathic  brethren   in  the  pro- 
fession present  at  the  examination  ;   and  we  know,  that,   if  they    are   in- 
terested in  the  thorough  professional  training  of  medical   students,   they 
must  have  been  gratified.     The  names  of  the  graduates  are  as  follows  : — 
Albertus  G.  Bliss,  Daniel  W.  Reid, 

David  Calkins,  Levi  Reuben, 

Wm.  Carpenter,  Wm.  J.  Summer, 

John  R.  Durell,  John  W.  Sweetland, 

Stephen  C.  Libby,  S.  C.  Witherby. 

Wm.  T.  Park. 
Increased   interest  was   added   to  the  occasion  by  the  meeting  of  the 
Bay  State  Medical  Reform  Association,  and  the  formation  of  a  Society 
of  Medical  Alumni. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Several  communications  from  correspondents  are  already  in  type,  but 
are  laid  over  till  the  next  number,  to  give  place  for  the  Address  by  the 
President,  published  by  request.     [Ed.  Jour.] 
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SCARLATINA. 

Dr.  Newton: — The  following  wa*  written  for  our  District  Society, 
auxiliary  to  the  Bay  State  Medical  Association.  As  I  was  not  able  to 
attend,  if  you  think  it  of  service,  publish  it,  if  not,  not. 

Gentlemen, — It  has  become  my  duty,  as  a  member  of  this  Society,  to 
read  to  you  a  short  exegesis  on  scarlatina,  or  scarlet  fever.  On  turning 
ray  attention  to  the  subject,  my  first  object  was,  to  store  my  mind  with 
whatever  valuable  information  might  be  gathered  from  the  schools  and 
from  the  authors  of  undisputed  authority.  I,  (\f  course,  selected  a  re- 
cent work,  as  one  conden-ing  the  science  of  medicine,  under  its  present 
improved  condition,  if  improved  it  has  been,  and  as  one  the  best  calcu- 
lated to  afford  me  all  the  facts,  results,  and  principles  connected  with 
this  special  form  of  disease.  This  work  was  the  Cyclopaedia  of  Prac- 
tical Medicine  of  1848,  edited  by  some  of  the  most  distinguished 
Professors  in  Materia  Medica  found  in  the  British  Empire,  and  reprinted 
under  the  recommendation  and  authority  of  some  of  the  most  eminent 
physicians  in  our  own  country.  While  I  here  found  many  facts,  and 
much  valuable  information,  I  was  much  surprised  to  find  an  acknowl- 
edgement of  complete  ignorance,  as  to  the  origin,  causes,  and  nature  of 
the  disease.  I  found  such  expressions  as  ihesn,  "  The  origin  of  scarla- 
tina is  involved  in  great  obscurity."  "  Nothing  satisfactory  is  known  as 
to  the  exciting  causes  of  scarlatina."  "It  appears  to  be  induced  like  the 
other  eruptive  ft  vers,  by  exposure  to  a  specific  poison."  "  We  have 
frequently  been  surprised,  in  examining  rapidly  fatal  diseases,  to  find  no 
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morbid  appearances  that  could  explain  the  cause  of  death."  While  I 
have  placed,  therefore,  a  suitable  reliance  on  authority  and  fact,  I  have, 
as  to  the  philosophy  of  the  disease,  been  under  ihe  necessity  of  seeking 
a  higher,  and,  I  trust,  a  better  source  of  information  as  to  this  special 
form  of  pyrexia  or  febrile  disease  ;  and  shall  endeavor  to  treat  the  sub- 
ject in  a  manner  worthy  of  your  Association,  and  of  the  age  in  which 
we  live. 

This  fever  derives  its  name  from  the  Latin,  and  is  evidently  specified 
by  the  appearance  of  the  skin.  It  is  equivalent  to  the  expression,  You 
pass  into  a  scarlet  hue  or  color.  It  was  at  one  time  called,  febris  rubra, 
or  the  red  fever ;  and,  there  is  now,  however  incongruous  to  medical 
ears  it  may  sound,  just  as  much  propriety,  in  a  scientific,  philosophical 
point  of  view,  in  calling  it  the  red  i^ever,  as  there  is  in  calling  another 
form  of  disease,  the  yellow  fever.  Sydenham  is  the  first  who  has  given 
us  a  definite  and  authoritative  description  of  the  disease,  as  it  appeared, 
in  its  mildest  form,  in  London,  in  1G39.  From  that  time  down  to  the 
present,  it  has  continued,  as  a  distinct  epidemic,  to  afflict  the  inhabitants 
of  the  earth.  Assuming,  at  times,  the  most  malignant  type,  and  fatal 
character,  it  has  been  distinctly  described  by  various  medical  writers ; 
and,  is  now,  by  universal  consent,  recognized  as  the  scarlet  fever.  So 
much  for  its  name  and  history. 

As  it  is  a  distinct  disease,  so  received  by  the  medical  world,  and  uni- 
versal society,  our  next  object  is  to  describe  its  nature,  by  which  we 
mean  the  radical  causes  and  effects,  which  originate,  and  which  charac- 
terize it  as  a  distinct  disease.  It  will,  at  once,  become  evident  to  all  who 
understand  the  science  of  the  day,  that,  under  all  its  forms,  types,  and 
indications,  it  is  one  and  the  same.  Thus,  the  simple  scarlet  fever,  the 
scarlatina  angino.-a,  and  the  scarlatina  maligna,  are  but  varieties  of  ihe 
same  disease ;  so  that,  in  our  present  disquisition,  we  have  only  to 
demonstrate  the  why  and  wherefore,  that  it  assumes  these  special  forms, 
manifested  to  the  eye  in  the  languishment,  agony,  and  death  to  the  patient. 
All  medical  writers  agree,  that  it  results  from  a  specific  poison,  find  as  it 
has  prevailed  the  most  extensively  and  fatally  after  a  mild  winter,  and 
during  a  warm  moist  summer,  disappearing  generally  at  the  coming  of 
frost,  they  have  sought  that  specific  poison,  which  constitutes  it  an  epi- 
demic disease,  in  the  air,  water,  and  animal  effluvia ;  but,  since  any 
variety  of  it  has  obtained  under  the  same  roof  and  many  in  the  midst  of 
its  most  fearful  visitation  have  escaped  without  injury,  preserving  a  fine 
flow  of  health  and  spirits,  th^y  have  be*jn  constrained  to  acknowledge 
their  entire  ignorance,  both  of  its  nature  and  the  specific  poison  of  which 
they  so  confidently  speak.  They  were  ignorant,  gentlemen,  because 
ignorant  of  the  laws  of  life  and  health,  sickness,  disease,  and  death. 
The  laws  of  organic  life  were  then  unknown,  and  it  was  not  till  of  late, 
that  they  became  fully  known  and  demonstrated  ;  nor,  is  it  possible  for 
us,  unless  intimately,  fully,  and  perfectly  acquainted  with  these  laws, 
to  understand  anything  of  the  nature  of  disease,  or  of  any  specific  dis- 
ease, however  simple  it  may  be.  We  may  see,  know,  and  name  it,  and 
so  may  a  child,  any  object  it  had  seen  and  heard  named;  but,  we  shall 
remain  in  profound  ignorance — ignorance  as  deep  as  midnight  darkness 
as  to  the  nature  and  causes  of  the  disease  itself.     You  are  well  aware 
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that  I  regard  all  disease  of  every  variety  and  character  as  resulting  from 
electric  derangement,  more  or  less  remote,  trifling  or  entire;  considering 
the  individual  as  a  whole  and  disease  as  a  unit ;  that,  as  from  embryonic 
existence  in  every  organ,  viscus,  tissue,  and  fibre,  he  was  formed  by 
electric  action  on  animalized  matter,  so  is  he  still  sustained  and  finally 
sickens  and  dies,  his  sickness  and  death  being  a  disturbance  and  finally  a 
cessation  of  this  agent.  Without  entering  upon  a  demonstration  of  the 
position,  or  of  the  principles  themselves,  I  shall  content  myself  in  so 
applying  them  to  this  specific  disease,  as  both  to  demonstrate  their  verity, 
and  the  fact  that  its  nature  and  causality  are  now  fully  known ;  and  that, 
as  a  corollary,  so  is  that  of  every  disease  to  which  man  is  heir.  In  the 
scarlet  fever,  there  are  two  points  of  determination,  internal  and  external, 
and,  in  its  extreme,  both  may  or  may  not  exist.  The  internal  is  upon 
the  throat  and  vitals,  the  external  upon  the  skin,  and,  in  the  extreme, 
both  the  throat  and  vitals,  and  the  skin,  may  or  may  not  be,  at  the  same 
time,  equally  affected.  When  I  say  vitals  as  the  place  of  determination, 
I  would  not  be  understood  to  convey  the  idea  that  they  become  radically 
affected,  as  the  throat ;  but  simply,  that  they  suffer  from  that  electric 
derangement  which  results,  not  unfrequently,  in  an  apparently  causeless 
death.  When  the  determination  is  external,  we  have  a  scarlet  appear- 
ance of  the  skin ;  but  when  internal,  the  florescence  on  the  skin  dis- 
appears, the  throat  exhibits  a  high  degree  of  inflammation,  the  pulse 
indicates  that  nature  is  laboring  under  a  heavy  burthen  ;  and  the  brain 
becomes  not  unfrequently  affected  by  heavy  and  distressing  pains,  with  a 
more  or  less  permanent  state  of  delirium,  Now,  with  me,  the  question 
is,  What  is  the  specific  cause  of  the  different  symptoms  of  the  scarlet 
fever ;  for,  if  we  can  assign  the  true  cause  of  each  important  symptom, 
we  at  once  arrive  at  a  true  and  perfect  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the 
disease  itself.  What  causes  the  scarlet  appearance  of  the  skin?  It  is 
neither  more  nor  less  than  an  arrest,  at  the  surface  of  the  body,  of  a 
superabundance  of  animalized  matter,  which  nature  is  endeavoring, 
through  the  skin,  to  expel  from  the  system,  together  with  a  partially  in- 
flamed state  of  the  absorbents  and  exhalents  of  the  skin  itself.  This  is 
evident  from  the  fact,  that  it  is  an  eruptive  disease,  and  from  the  fact, 
that,  if  from  any  cause  the  rash  or  florescence  is  suffered  to  strike  in, 
extreme  sickness,  if  not  death,  is  sure  to  follow.  What  was  there  to 
strike  in  1  Most  surely  something  more  than  color,  and  this  something 
was  the  morbific  materia  of  which  we  speak.  But  what  carried  this 
materia  from  the  skin  into  the  system,  and  left  it  to  locate  itself  on  the 
more  vital  parts  ?  It  could  not  change  its  position,  direction,  and  locality, 
without  a  cause  adequate  to  produce  the  effect.  We  answer,  at  once, 
such  a  state  of  ihe  system  as  left  the  electric  action  into  the  system,  to 
gain  the  ascendency  over  the  electric  action  out  of  the  system.  This 
state  may  be  hastened  by  a  variety  of  causes,  such  as  cold,  mental  de- 
pression, deleterious  food  and  medicine,  the  morbific  state  of  the  system 
itself,  and  of  the  atmosphere  by  which  it  is  surrounded ;  but,  when  it 
takes  place,  such  is  inevitably  the  effect,  and  such  the  causal  ty  by  which 
it  is  effected.  We  have  now  arrived  at  the  true  cause  of  the  scarlet 
fever.  It  is  an  electric  derangement  of  the  system,  under  which  motbific 
matter  determines  upon  the  skin,  throat,  brain  and  vitals,  as  the  case  may 
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be.     It  is  a  special  form  of  the  arrest  of  the  laws  of  life,   more  or  less 
rapid,  and  to  a  less  or  greater  extent.     Here  is  the  specific  of  which  the 
Old  School  so  confidently  speak,  and  yet,  of  which  they  are  completely 
ignorant!     This  specific   poison  is.  therefore,   only  in  idea;  and  this  is 
the  reason  that  the  disease,  though  called  an  epidemic,  is  not  contagious, 
as  evinced  by  the  fact,  that  many   in  the  same  family,  who  attend  on  the 
sick  under  a  virulent  form  of  the  disease,  entirely  escape  ;  and  the  reason, 
and  only  reason  why,  "  in  examining  rapidly  fatal  cases,  they  could  find 
no  morbific  appearances  that  could  explain  the  cause  of  death."     They 
mistook  an  effect  for  the  cause.     Now  here  is  the  true  philosophy  of  the 
case.     The  individual  is  an  electric  formation  ;  life  is  the  result  of  elec- 
tric forces  ;  the  into  and  out  of  the  system,  and  the  into  and  out  of  every 
organ  and  tissue,  every  fluid,  and  every  atom  of  every  fluid,   the  electricity 
in  the  air,   received  into  the  blood,   through  the  lungs,  and,  at  every 
respiration  and  pulsation,  shot  through  the  entire  system,  is  the  balancing 
and  exciting  power,  ever  making  the  out  of  in   electric  action,  greater 
than  the  into.     This  being  the  case,  if  the  absorbent  or  appulsive  power 
of  the  skin  becomes,  either  of  them,  entirely  destroyed,  death  instantly 
follows  ;  or,  if  that  of  a  vital  organ,  as  the  lungs  or  heart.     But,  if  the 
organ  be  not  a  vital  one,  it  is  at  once  dead,   and    mortification  follows  ; 
and  in  a  proportionate  degree  as  each  is  destroyed,  has  disease  seized  on 
the  system.     Now  in  the  scarlet  fever,  as  in  all  eruptive  diseases,  there 
is,  as  we  have  said,  first,  a  determination   to  the   skin,  and  its  electric, 
absorbent,  and   capillary   power  is   in   a   measure    destroyed.     In   the 
malignant  kind,  it  is  in  a  few  hours  entirely  so,  and  the  patient  dies.     In 
this  virulent  kind,  the  lungs  labor  under  an   electric  reaction,   and  the 
electricity  of  the  air,  not  received  into  the  system  in  respiration,  seizes 
upon  and  inflames  the   throat;  and  this,    together   with    other  morbific 
matter,  produces  that  partial  death  to  this  portion  of  the   system,  its 
organs  and  functions,  seen  in  this  disease.     We  now  understand,  I  think, 
the  entire  philosophy  of  the  case.    The  origin  of  the  scarlet  fever  is  found 
in  the  continually  weakened  energies  of  the  constitution,  in  the  law  of 
eleetric  development ;  and  its  origin,  cause,  and  result,  in  any  individual 
case,  are  as  the  disturbing  causalities  in  his  case  considered — and  as 
the  lowness  of  the  vital  forces  resulting    from   constitutional   weakness, 
mental  depression,   and   the  purity  or  impurity   of  the  air  in   which   he 
lives,  in  connection  with  the  electric  condition  of  the  air,  independent  of 
any  purity  or  impurity,  under   which   his  disease,   as   an  epidemic,  was 
originated,  progresses,  and  is  terminated. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  cold  narcotic  medicines  are  almost 
certain  death ;  because  received  into  the  system  they  destroy  its  expel- 
lant  power,  and  the  materia  of  disease,  and  of  deranged  organization, 
determines  on  the  centre  of  life. 

The  medicine  must  be  of  the  warming,  exciting  kind,  and  its  admin- 
istration be  such,  as  to  cleanse  the  stomach  and  entire  alimentary  canal, 
and  "  keep  the  determining  powers  to  the  surface."  A  wisely  adminis- 
tered Thomsonian  course  of  treatment,  if  commenced  at  once,  and 
persevered  in,  will  save  the  patient.  I  have  never  lost  a  patient  under 
any  form  whatever  of  the  scarlet  fever  ;  and  I  have  had  some  of  the 
most  virulent   cases  of  this  eruptive  disease.     I  attended  a   female  in 
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Newark,  N.  J.,  who  sickened  as  a  nurse,  after  long  fatigue  in  a  family 
of  five,  all  of  whom,  except  the  husband,  had  died  under  the  mineral 
treatment,  and  who,  at  the  time  I  was  called,  was  delirious  from  the 
fever.  This  mode  of  treatment  at  once  arrested  the  disease,  and  in  a 
few  days  she  was  perfectly  well.  This  treatment  will  leave  the  system 
exposed  to  no  future  consequent  disease,  of  which  the  Old  School  so 
despondingly  speak,  and,  it  is  equally  efficient  in  all  other  forms  of 
disease.  I  have  had  more  than  four  years  practice  in  Lowell,  and  have 
but  a  single  patient  against  my  name,  as  dying  under  my  hand,  and  the 
life  of  that  patient  was  destroyed  by  applying,  against  my  advice  and 
authority,  "  the  Pain  Killer,"  copiously,  frequently,  and  perseveringly  to 
the  face  and  breast  of  the  patient,  suffering  under  a  severe  attack  of  the 
erysipelas.  I  am  a  Thomsonian  Practitioner,  and  believe  the  system  the 
best  of  all  for  curing  disease;  and  especially  in  all  eruptive  disorders, 
such  as  Measles,  Small  Pox.  Scarlatina,  &>c. 

As  to  electric  formation,  I  have  long  since  taught,  (see  Thomsonian 
Manual  1843-4.)  "that  every  particle  of  the  finest  fibre  has  its  ab- 
sorbents and  expellants,  the  positive  and  negative  action  in  electric  cir- 
culation and  formation.  The  "plasma  "of  which  some  speak  with  so 
much  complacency,  of  which  the  molecule  is  formed,  is  of  itself  com- 
posed of  millions  of  cells  formed  each  from  the  same  causality.  Mind 
is  the  result  of  electricity  on  visible  and  invisible  materia.  Those  who 
date  their  discoveries  since  1838  are  too  late.  "Davis"  himself  is 
behind  the  day.  James  S.  Olcott,  M.  D. 

Lowell,  April  20th,  1849. 


REPLY  TO  DR.  PORTER. 

Dr  C.  Newton  : — Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  give  the  following 
Address  to  doctor  Porter  a  place  in  the  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal. 

To  Dr.  A.  R.  Porter,  of  Waltham. 

Sir, — I  was  much  surprised,  on  reading,  in  the  4th 
No.  of  the  3d  Volume  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  your  re- 
marks, or  allegations,  against  tha'  portion  of  females  who  have  ventured 
to  officiate  as  midwives  ;  and  let  me  ask  you  in  candor,  Are  such  state- 
ments generous  in  any  gentleman  claiming  an  honorable  standing  in 
society?  Again.  I  would  ask.  Are  nine-tenths  of  all  who  offer  them- 
selves as  'obstetricians'  to  be  branded  with  the  charge  of  such  an  amount 
of  ignorance,  as  to  be  ranked  with  '  Hottentots.1  If  you  can  justify  your- 
self in  making  such  statements  in  a  public  Journal,  your  feelings,  in  my 
opinion,  are  too  callous  to  receive  any  ordinary  impression.  Again,  you 
speak  of  technicalities,  as  if  a  person  could  not  be  useful  in  society 
without  a  perfect  knowledge  of  technical  terms.  Still  farther,  you  speak 
of  obstetrical  instruments,  and  go  on  to  abuse  females  for  the  reason,  as 
you  say,  that  they  know  not  how  to  use  them,  and  few   ever  saw  them, 
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or  know  one  from  another.  You  then  go  on  to  ask  how  one  of  these 
fleuVed  midvvives  would  get  along  in  a  case  of  instrumental  labor. 

Now  Sir,  in  view  of  these,  and  the  other  remarks,  with  which  your 
communication  is  filled,  I  am  led  to  the  conclusion,  that  either  you  are 
the  one  on  whom  the  charge  of  ignorance  should  rest,  or  you  are  willincr 
to  try  to  frighten  females  from  what  it  is  their  right  and  duty  to  per- 
form. 

I  will  now  give  you  a  little  of  what  has  passed  under  my  observation, 
in  justification  of  my  conclusions.  It  is  somewhat  more  than  twenty 
years  since  I  commenced  the  practice  of  obstetrics  ;  and  I  have  h  d  the 
benefit  of  the  most  approved  works,  such  as  Denman,  Dewey,  Curtis, 
and  others.  I  have  examined  them  critically,  together  with  the  instru- 
ments recommended  for  use,  though  the  latter  I  have  never  had  occasion 
to  use  ;  and  I  am  fully  persuaded,  that  whoever  goes  to  work  mechanically 
to  help  nature  will  do  great  injury,  and  may  much  better  stay  out  of  the 
sick  room,  and  let  those  ignorant  females  follow  the  dictates  of  nature. 
You  may  think  that  I  have  never  fallen  upon  one  of  those  cases  of  in- 
strumental labor,  to  which  you  allude.  This  is,  in  fact,  correct.  Nor 
do  T  ever  expect  it ;  as  I  am  satisfied  that,  by  the  proper  use  of  proper 
medicines,  such  a  case  will  never  occur.  I  was,  however,  once  called 
in  a  case  in  which  two  of  your  experienced  scientifics  or  technical 
doctors  had  been  with  a  lady  two  days  and  nights  to  no  purpose,  and 
had  given  her  up,  saying,  that  she  never  could  be  delivered  without  the 
use  of  instruments.  They  consented  to  my  managing  the  case  for  12 
hours.  They  would  stay  by,  and,  in  case  I  should  fail,  they  would  use 
their  instruments;  but,  in  seven  hours  from  the  time  I  took  charge  of 
the  patient,  she  was  well  in  bed  with  a  living  child,  and  both  mother  and 
child  did  well.  Those  doctors  acknowledged  that  the  medicine,  with  its 
management  was  entirely  new  to  them,  and  appeared  to  be  safe;  but  they 
could  not  see  how  I  could  feel  so  confident  in  regard  to  its  use.  To 
this  I  replied,  that  it  had  not  failed  me  for  twenty  years,  and  I  held  it  so 
sacred  that  I  placed  it  by  the  side  of  my  Bible. 

Again,  you  run  over  a  long  list  of  technical  terms,  and  assert,  that 
they  would  all  be  like  Greek  to  them.  This  you  do  to  prove  their  in- 
ability to  officiate  as  midwives.  Now,  Sir,  my  practice  has  called  me 
from  home  in  different  directions,  so  that  I  have  had  an  opportunity  to 
understand  what  has  been  the  success  of  physicians  in  obstetrical  cases 
for  nearly  fifty  miles  around  me;  and,  in  the  same  range,  I  have  become 
acquainted,  more  or  less,  with  the  practice  of  about  fifteen  female  mid- 
wives,  who,  as  you  say,  are  wholly  ignorant  of  technicalities  or  the 
instruments  you  seem  to  value  so  highly  ;  and  yet  their  practice  has  been 
attended  with  far  greater  success  than  that  of  the  regular  Faculty,  the 
proportion  being,  at  least,  that  of  three  to  one.  One  lady  with  whom  I 
am  well  acquainted  has  attended  more  than  one  thousand  cases,  and  has 
never  failed  of  success.  Another,  as  I  am  informed  from  the  best 
authority,  began  the  practice  entirely  from  necessity,  (there  being  no 
physicians  near,)  and  has  attended  more  than  fifteen  hundred  females  in 
child-birth,  without  losing  a  patient.  The  same  lady  has  been  called  to 
assist  where  the  scientific,  so  called,  have  failed  ;  and,  in  one  instance, 
in  which  a  physician   failed  to  afford  relief,  she  was  called   at   a  very 
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advanced  period,  afforded  immediate  relief,  and  so  satisfactorily  showed 
the  physician  wherein  he  had  failed,  that  he  acknowledged  the  kindness, 
and  gave  her  five  dollars  for  her  information. 

Now,  Sir,  I  am  as  anxious  as  any  one,  that  all  who  deal  with  the  sick 
in  any  shape,  should  be  well  educated  ;  but  to  depend  on  reading  and 
study,  as  the  only  requisite  qualifications,  is  entirely  a  mistaken  notion. 
How  could  a  man  who  had  read  all  that  could  be  put  on  paper  of  the 
mechanism  of  a  watch,  be  depended  on  to  make  a  watch,  without  a 
knowledge  of  the  use  of  tools'  r  I  am  aware  that  theory  and  practice 
ought  always  to  go  together;  but  I  am  satisfied  that  theory  without  some 
practical  knowledge  is  more  dangerous  than  practical  knowledge  without 
theory,  or  what  is  termed  a  regular  course  of  study. 

You  way  think  me  rather  severe  in  these  remarks;  but  I  can  assure 
you,  I  arn  far  from  wishing  yourself  or  any  one  injury.  When,  however, 
I  meet  with  what  I  arn  constrained,  in  justice  to  the  better  halves  of  the 
race,  to  consider  abuse,  I  cannot  forbear  entering  my  protest  against 
such  a  course.  True,  you  say,  "I  should  indeed  feel  rejoiced  to  have 
this  department  of  medical  science  in  the  hands  of  females."  Now  this 
looks  too  much  like  soft  soap  in  order  to  smooth  over  what  you  had 
before  said  on  the  subject;  and  I  am  much  mistaken  in  the  man>  if  you 
have  not  much  the  same  feelings  on  the  subject  as  are  evinced  by  a  late 
writer  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  and  copied  into  the 
sixth  number  of  the  Medical  and  SurgicalJournal  printed  in  Worcester, 
over  the  signature  of  D.  K.,  who  complains  so  bitterly  of  the  "  nefarious 
process  of  amalgamation"  as  appears  by  what  he  terms  the  farce  enact- 
ed at  the  Geneva  Medical  College,  by  conferring  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
upon  a  Miss  Black  well.  1).  K.  says,  that  "  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  she 
has  been  induced  to  depart  from  the  appropriate  sphere  of  her  own  sex 
and  led  to  aspire  to  honors  and  duties  which,  by  the  order  of  nature  and 
the  common  consent  of  the  world,  (of  the  physicians  he  ought  to  have 
said)  devolve  alone  upon  men."  Now,  Sir,  I  should  like  to  inquire, 
Who  but  yourself  and  D.  K.  are  wise  enough  to  discern  the  fault  in 
females,  of  trying  to  alleviate  human  sufferings  in  their  own  sex,  as  it 
seems  that,  in  your  opinion,  notwithstanding  nine-tenths  of  the  care 
devolves  on  females,  yet  they  must  not  aspire  to  the  honors  of  being 
prepared  to  judge  of  disease,  and  prescribe  for  its  cure.  I  am  aware, 
(if  you  and  D.  K.  are  ignorant  of  the  fact,)  that,  should  females  be  in- 
formed so  as  to  understand  the  deception  practised  upon  them  to  frighten 
and  keep  them  ignorant  of  the  true  principles  or  science  of  mid- 
wifery, such  gentlemen  pretenders  would  have  but  little  employ  among 
them. 

I  cannot  but  enter  my  protest  against  all  such  unjustifiable  contempt 
thrown  upon  females,  purely  from  a  selfish  motive,  based  upon  dollars 
and  cents,  and  a  desire  to  extend  that  practice  which  depends  on  the  use 
of  instruments,  and  such  destructive  medicines,  as  ergot  and  the  like. 
It  is  a  well  known  fact,  that  there  are  simple  vegetables  perfectly  in 
harmony  with  nature's  laws  that  will  regulate  and  effect  everything 
necessary  to  produce  the  desired  effect  in  parturition.  Of  this  you  must 
be  entirely  ignorant,  or  you  would  not  attach  so  much  value  to  technical- 
ities and  instruments.  I.  Jacobs. 


* 


208  CASE    REPORTED. 


CASE  REPORTED. 

Professor  Newton  : — I  should  like  to  see  the  following  report  on  the 
pages  of  your  Journal,  for  the  benefit  of  our  profession  in  general  : 

James  Scofield,  fifty  years  of  age,  and  of  intemperate  habits,  appjied 
to  Dr.  G.,  on  the  10th  of  May,  on  account  of  a  dislocation  of  the  left 
shoulder,  produced  two  months  before. 

Immediately  after  the  accident  happened,  a  physician  was  sent  for, 
who  stated  that  the  arm  was  fractured  just  "bove  the  elbow,  and  accord- 
ingly applied  splints  and  bandages,  for  about  two  weeks,  when  the  frac- 
ture was  declared  so  far  united  as  to  render  the  dressing  unnecessary. 
The  unfortunate  sufferer,  however,  finding  his  arm  still  useless,  was  not 
satisfied  with  this  decision.  He  accordingly  applied  to  Dr.  D,  who 
discovered,  that  the  '*  os  humeri  was  luxated  at  the  shoulder,"  and  deter- 
mined to  make  an  effort  to  restore  it  to  its  natural  situation.  But,  after 
taking  three  pints  of  blood  from  the  right  arm,  and  trying  his  best,  with 
the  assistance  of  five  strong  men,  "  he  gave  it  up  as  a  bad  job,"  and  left 
the  unfortunate  man  to  suffer  on,  till  he  could  find  relief  elsewhere. 
Scofield  now  repaired  to  Philadelphia.  He  consulted  Dr.  H.,  who  re- 
ferred him  to  Dr.  G.  Dr.  G.,  after  having  two  pounds  of  blood  abstracted, 
and  making  many  persevering  efforts,  with  the  assistance  of  six  or  eight 
men,  finally  succeeded  ;  but  the  man  died  the  same  day  about  six  o'clock 
in  the  evening.  Dr.  G.  says  the  axilliary  artery  was  torn  across,  owing 
to  an  accidental  adhesion  between  it  and  the  capsular  ligament  of  the 
joint. 

Dr.  G.  is  not  deterred  from  his  course  by  this  small  accident,  but  says, 
that  "  should  a  case  similar  in  external  appearance  to  that  of  James 
Scofield  again  occur,  he  should  feel  justified  in  adopting  a  similar  course." 
Well,  another  case  did  occur. 

Jorm  Langtorn,  aged  thirty-five,  a  muscular,  athletic  man,  about  six 
feet  high,  accustomed,  while  at  work,  to  the  use  of  a  pint  of  spirits 
daily,  called  upon  Dr.  G.  on  the  6th  of  March,  "  on  account  of  a  luxa- 
tion of  the  left  os  humeri  at  the  shoulder  joint."  It  had  now  been  about 
nine  weeks  since  the  accident  occurred,  and  there  had  been  already- 
made  four  unsuccessful  efforts  to  reduce  the  luxation.  He  was  now 
"placed  on  low  diet  and  the  antiphlogistic  system,"  for  about  four  days; 
and,  for  five  more,  "  he  was  bled  regularly  to  the  extent  of  ten  ounces 
daily,  kept  on  barley  water,  purged  occasionally,  had  the  shoulder  care- 
fully rubbed  with  oils,  and  the  arm  gently  moved  several  times  a  day,  in 
various  directions.  This  plan  was  pursued  unremittingly  until  the  15th 
of  March,  on  which  day  it  was  determined  to  attempt  to  restore  the  bone 
to  its  natural  situation."  After  taking  twenty  ounces  of  blood,  adminis- 
tering 12  grains  of  tartar  emetic,  and  making  persevering  efforts  "in  the 
most  gentle  and  cautious  way  possible,"  for  one  hour  and  three  quarters, 
the  doctor  had  the  satisfaction  to  find  the  head  of  the  bone  gradually 
approach,  and  finally  enter,  with  an  audible  snap,  the  glenoid  cavity. 
The  bone  was  now  in  its  place, — an  artery  again  was  ruptured ;  but,  by 
unremitting  attention  the  man  was  kept  alive  seven  days.  He  died  on 
the  23d  March,  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  doctor  is  now  a  little  more  reserved  in  his  conclusion;  and,  after 
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taking  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  think  about  the  matter,  he  says, 
"  The  conclusion  which  I  am  now  prepared  to  draw,  is  directly  the 
reverse  of  what  I  have  stated  in  some  of  the  foregoing  pages.  I  am 
disposed  to  condemn,  in  the  most  unqualified  terms,  all  attempts  at  res- 
toration of  ancient  luxations  of  the  humerus  and  other  bones,  except 
in  cases  where  the  patient  is  remarkably  thin  and  debilitated,  and  when 
there  has  been  little  or  no  inflammation  at  the  time  or  subsequent  to  the 
displacement." 

Perhaps,  gentle  reader,  you  are  ready  to  conclude  that  the  above 
named  doctors  are  an  ignorant  set  of  empirics,  and  ought  to  be  hanged. 
But,  no  ! — they  are  scientific  graduates  of  the  old  school.  Well,  as  the 
lawyer  said  to  the  farmer,  'k  That  materially  alters  the  case."  Dr.  G., 
under  whose  treatment  the  above  cases  proved  fatal,  is  the  famous 
William  Gibson,  M.  D.,  Professor  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
author  of  a  surgical  work  entitled,  *'  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Surgery." 
(Vide  Gibson's  Surgery.) 

Dinwiddie  Co.,  Va.  J.   B.   SPIERS. 


PLEURISY. 

Mr  Editor  : — I  now,  according  to  promise  in  your  last  number,* 
proceed  to  notice,  more  particularly,  that  form  of  pneumonia,  known  as 
phlogistic,  or  inflammatory  fever. 

Here  then  is  an  inflammation  of  the  lungs.  There  are  various  theories 
of  the  proximate  cause  of  inflammation  in  vogue  at  the  present  day. 
One  is,  that  inflammation  is  an  increased  action  of  the  blood  vessels  of 
the  part;  another,  thai  there  is  a  diminished  action  of  the  blood  vessels 
of  the  part,  a  third,  that  there  is  an  irregular  action,  which  may  be 
either  increased  or  decreased  in  force,  or  neither.  All  these  several 
proximate  causes,  however,  only  amount  to  one  condition  of  the  blood 
vessels  of  the  inflamed  part,  and  that  condition  is  understood  alike  by 
all  theorists;  that  is,  there  is  an  unusual  quantity  of  blood,  or  accumu- 
lation in  the  vessels  of  the  part;  this  occasions  destruction  in  the  vessels, 
which  pressing  upon  the  nerves  produces  pain,  and,  in  the  lungs,  creates 
cough  and  difficult  respiration. 

Now,  the  obvious  and  admitted  object  of  bleeding  in  pleurisy  is  to 
lessen  the  quantity  of  blood  in  the  lungs,  by  diminishing  the  action  and 
power  of  the  heart,  by  which  it  is  propelled  there.  This  effect  upon  the 
action  of  the  heart  can  also  be  accomplished  by  such  sedatives  as  bugle 
weed  and  fumitory,  and  the  diminution  of  quantity  in  the  circulating 
fluids  can  be  effected  by  other,  and  more  harmless  evacuants,  as  well 
as  by  blood-letting. 

Another  object  still  in  bleeding  is  said  to  be,  to  equalize  the  circula- 
tion. In  every  local  inflammation,  while  there  is  also  a  disproportionate 
accumulation  of  blood  in  the  affected  organ,  there  is  also  a  dispropor- 


*  This  article  was  designed  for  the  12th  No.  of  the  Journal.     [Ed.  Jour.] 
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tionate  diminution  of  quantity  in  some  other  part  of  the  system.  Hence 
it  would  certainly  seem  to  be  the  most  natural  and  effectual  way  of 
equalizing  the  circulation,  to  induce  or  divert  the  fluids  to  those  parts  of 
the  system  where  the  circulation  is  deficient,  which  may  be  done  by 
those  articles  of  the  Materia  Medica  which  are  supposed  to  operate 
locally  as  diuretics,  diaphoretics,  &c.  In  pleurisy,  the  skin  is  particularly 
hot  and  dry; — hence  the  diaphoretics  are  particularly  important.  I  have 
never  seen  a  case  of  pleurisy  which  did  not  'yield  readily  to  rational, 
judicious  treatment;  and  I  have  never  known  a  case  of  pneumonia, 
where  our  diaphoretics  and  sudorifics,  such  as  dragon's  claw,  whiteroot, 
&,c,  were  resorted  to,  which  was  not  overcome  in  a  few  hours.  To 
abate  the  local  pain  in  the  chest,  warm,  emollient,  anodyne  fomentations 
are  far  superior  to  blisters ;  for  instance,  equal  parts  of  hops,  tanzy, 
chamomile,  and  skunk  cabbage,  boiled  down  together,  enclosed  in  flan- 
nel, will  relax  the  vessels,  increase  the  determination  of  the  fluids  to  the 
surface,  and  mitigate  pain  and  internal  congestion.  This  plan  accom- 
panied with  frequent  alkaline  water  applications,  blood  warm,  I  have 
always  found  valuable.  In  fact,  this  form  of  pleurisy  is  more  success- 
fully treated  by  many  practitioners,  since  their  abandonment  of  the 
depleting  practice,  than  when  adhering  strictly  to  the  rules  laid  down  in 
the  books.  Every  other  form  of  pleurisy  has  been  more  successfully 
managed,  wilhout  resort  to  reducing  measures  of  any  kind,  and,  if  there 
was  no  other  objection  to  blood-letting,  this  would  be  sufficient  to  estab- 
lish the  superiority  of  our  system  over  that  of  the  Allopathic.  Were 
people  as  anxious,  and  did  they  feel  as  much  solicitude  in  relation  to  this 
matter,  as  they  do  in  relation  to  matters  of  far  less  importance,  the  deple- 
tive practice  of  the  old  school  would  soon  be  known  only  among  the 
things  that  were.  L.  H.  Borden. 

Paterson,  N.  J.,  June,  1849. 
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The  outlines  of  my  case  are  as  follows.  Until  the  age  of  fifteen,  I 
suffered  with  occasional  cough,  and,  in  general,  rather  poor  health. 
About  that  time,  a  span  of  horses,  which  I  was  driving,  ran  away  with 
me,  throwing  me  forward  upon  the  wagon-tongue,  and  severely  injuring 
me  with  their  feet,  in  running,  before  1  could  regain  my  seat.  On  ex- 
amination, my  back  was  found  badly  bruised  ;  yet  the  skin  was  not 
broken,  and  nothing  was  done  for  it.  Two  days  after,  (this  was  in 
March,)  I  caught  a  severe  cold,  which  S3ttled  on  my  lungs,  and  brought 
on  a  severe  cough.  In  a  few  days  my  cough  subsided,  and  now  my 
back  began  to  pain  me,  and  so  these  two  difficulties  alternated  with  me, 
until  the  lungs  seemed  at  length  to  have  got  the  whole  burden,  and  I 
suffered,  through  the  next  winter  and  spring,  with  Jiectic  fever  and 
symptoms  of  consumption.  Late  in  the  spring  these  subsided,  and  the 
pain  in  my  back  returned,  and  has  remained  ever  since.  The  following 
spring,  1  was  bled    and  cupped  during  six  weeks,    to  avoid  a  lumbar 
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abscess.  This  so  far  succeeded,  that,  for  two  years,  I  performed  light 
labor.  Then  again  I  was  confined  to  my  room,  and,  for  three  months, 
the  old  course  was  again  pursued  with  me.  During  this  period,  some 
of  the  vertebras,  between  the  shoulder  blade  and  hip,  seemed  to  be 
loosened,  and  to  turn  partly  around  on  each  other,  so  as  to  present  two 
points.  For  three  years  after,  I  was  feeble,  and  the  protuberances  upon 
my  back  increased. 

A  little  before  this  time,  (Feb.  1844,)  a  swelling  made  its  appearance 
on  the  inside  of  my  left  hip.  It  gradually  increased  until  November, 
when  it  was  lanced,  and  discharged,  during  two  days,  nearly  three  quarts 
of  healthy  matter,  and  about  a  pint  daily  for  some  weeks  afterwards, 
when  it  gradually  lessened,  and  then  healed  entirely.  During  this  time, 
I  had  been  using  Sherwood's  Magnetic  pills  and  plaster;  but,  whether 
they  did  me  good  or  not,  I  do  not  know.  From  that  time  my  health 
improved  somewhat,  and  I  have  since  been  able  to  perform  light  labor. 
My  abscess  never  healed  from  the  bottom,  and  has  been  opened  two  or 
three  times  since.  About  two  weeks  ago,  I  took  a  cold  ;  since  which 
time,  1  have  been  quite  weak,  confined  to  the  house,  and  troubled  with 
night  sweats.  Please  give  your  opinion  on  my  case,  and  your  prescrip- 
tion for  it. 

P.  S.  The  abscess  has  been  probed,  and  found  to  be  located  on  the 
inside  of  the  spine,  four  or  five  inches  in  length,  extending,  on  both 
sides  of  the  spine,  about  an  inch  and  a  half.  A  small  piece  of  bone  has 
lately  passed  from  it ;  and  the  probe,  when  introduced,  easily  touches  the 
bone. 

[The  above  is  the  description  which  a  friend  has  given  of  his  case  ;  but  to  prescribe 
properly  for  such  a  condition  of  things,  without  a  personal  examination,  is  not  very  easy. 
As  constitutional  remedies,  those  of  the  anti-scrofulous,  sub-tonic,  and  depurative  class 
are  evidently  indicated.  Jn  fact,  the  main  dependence  is  probably  to  be  placed  on  sueh 
agents  as  act  constitutionally,  and  increase  the  vitality  of  the  system. — Ed.  Jour.] 
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Dr.  Newton  : 

Dear  Sir, — Repudiating  the  spirit  of  selfishness,  that 
prompts  some  to  withhold  such  fruits  of  experience,  as  they  have  reason 
to  believe  would  be  advantageous  to  others,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
communicate  to  you,  my  mode  of  manufacturing  syrups.  I  am  greatly 
in  favor  of  giving  medicine  in  that  form,  not  only  for  convenience,  but, 
(when  properly  made,)  on  account  of  its  better  action,  and  the  disguise 
of  articles  otherwise  very  unpleasant.  The  plqn  I  propose  to  explain,  I 
have  followed  for  several  years;  and  I  find  great  improvement  in  the 
virtue  of  the  medicine  prepared,  as  well  as  a  saving  of  time,  fire,  and 
trouble.  Others  may  have  adopted  the  same,  or  an  equivalent  plan,  but 
as  to  that  I  am  not  certain.  The  most  common  mode  of  making  syrups 
is,  (as  you  are  aware,)  by  placing  the  herbs  in  an  open  kettle,  covering 
with  water,  and  boiling.     Frequently  this  operation  is  repeated  until  the 
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strength  of  the  herbs  is  all  extracted,  when  the  whole  is  reduced  to  the 
desired  consistency.  But,  in  this  process,  all  the  volatile  parts  pass  off 
by  evaporation,  and  the  medicine  is  found  in  a  great  measure  inefficient. 
My  plan  is  as  follows:  I  place  in  a  kettle  the  proper  quantity  of  herbs, 
and  pour  on  water,  making  calculation;  for  the  amount  the  herbs  will 
take  up.  I  then  have  a  condensor,  three  or  four  feet  in  height,  and 
flaring  at  the  top.  This  condensor,  (being  of  tin,  and  open  at  the 
bottom,)  fits  nicely  in  the  kettle,  and,  to  prevent  the  escape  of  steam, 
tow,  or  some  other  article  answering  the  purpose,  is  packed  around  in 
the  aperture.  On  the  top  is  a  place  for  holding  water,  covering  the  en- 
tire upper  surface;  and  by  means  that  would  suggest  themselves  to  any 
mind,  a  small  stream  of  cold  water  is  kept  running  in  on  one  side,  while 
the  warm  water  passes  off  at  the  other.  By  this  means  the  steam  is  con- 
densed as  fast  as  generated,  the  essential  oils  precipitated,  and  not  one 
particle  of  the  virtue  of  the  medicine  lost.  When  boiled  enough,  (from 
one  to  three  hours  will  be  sufficient,)  and  properly  cool,  I  strain  off, 
put  in,  of  clarified  sugar  or  sugar  perfectly  clean,  the  amount  desired; 
which,  with  a  small  amount  of  spirits,  will  keep  it  any  length  of  time. 
I  imagine  there  are  but  few  herbs  whose  properties  are  actually  lost  by 
immersion  in  hot  water,  only  as  their  volatile  oils,  &c,  pass  off  by  evap- 
oration. Prevent  the  evaporation,  and  you  get  the  virtues  of  herbs  more 
effectually  than  could  be  done  by  infusion,  powder,  or  alcoholic  tincture, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  evil  arising  from  the  stimulating  effects  of  the  last- 
named  arricle.  The  expense  of  a  condensor  such  as  I  have  described 
will  fall  short  of  $5.  If  any  of  your  contributors  can  suggest  a  better 
plan,  I  should  be  much  pleased  to  learn  it.  Very  respectfully. 

New  York,  May  25,  1849.  H.  S.  Firth,  M.  D. 
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BY  PROF.    I.  M.  COMINGS. 

In  perusing  the  able  and  eloquent  address  of  Dr.  Warren,  before  the 
American  Medical  Association,  at  its  last  session  in  Boston,  we  were 
particularly  pleased  with  the  closing  remarks,  as  follows  .  "  The  cure 
of  disease,  gentlemen,  is  after  all,  your  ultimate  object.  In  the  accom- 
plishment of  this,  every  age  has  flattered  itself  with  beinor  wiser  than 
the  past.  The  present  may,  perhaps,  apply  to  itself,  with  justice,  a  de- 
gree of  this  flattery.  It  must,  at  least,  have  the  credit  of  acknowledging 
its  own  ignorance,  and  of  knowing,  that,  in  order  to  pursue  its  investi- 
gations, it  must  closely  observe  the  course  of  nature,  in  resisting  the 
progress  of  disease,  and  in  the  means  by  which  she  endeavors  to  remove 
the  derangements  of  the  animal  economy.  Natura  duce,  is  the  motto 
of  our  Society ;  and,  guided  by  this  maxim,  we  are  sure  to  arrive  at 
results  which  will  conduct  us  to  a  satisfactory  and  successful  practice." 

As  we  read  the  above  extract,  we  involuntarily  exclaimed  :  Can  it  be, 
that  Dr.  Warren    and   his   talented    and  experienced   coadjutors  in  the 
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science  of  medicine  can  be  so  blinded  to  the  almost  inevitable  effects  of 
their  depleting  and  poisoning  practice,  as  to  believe  that  they  follow  the 
indications  of  Nature  in  such  a  course?  Can  it  be,  that  prejudice, 
education,  or  any  preconceived  notion,  can  so  darken  and  blind  such 
intellects?  Why  does  not  their  empirical  practice,  for  the  past  two 
hundred  years,  open  their  eyes  to  the  truth  which  they  here  inculcate? 
Are  ihey  now  more  successful  than  was  Cullen  or  Broussais?  No  one 
pretends  this.  And  why,  we  ask,  has  no  real  advancement  been  made 
in  medicine?  Cannot  the  reply  be  found  in  this  disregard  of  Nature's 
teachings?  Does  she  indicate  by  any  process,  that  it  is  ever  necessary 
to  take  away  the  pabulum  of  life  to  support  and  strengthen  the  weakened 
powers  of  the  system  ?  So  thought  the  learned  Dr.  Rush,  when  hemor- 
rage  from  the  nose  succeeded  three  or  four  copious  bleedings  from  the 
arm  during  the  yellow  fever.  But  what  now  thinks  the  most  enlightened 
Pathologist  of  this  theory  of  Dr.  Rush  ? 

Again,  we  ask,  Does  Nature  lead  us  to  administer  the  most  deadly 
poisons  in  order  to  produce  health?  and  do  we  " closely  observe  the 
course  of  Nature  in  resisting  the  progress  of  disease  "  by  giving  our 
patients  the  destructive  narcotic? 

When  will  our  great  men,  learned  as  they  are,  be  induced  to  study 
Nature,  and  watch  her  simple  teachings?  When  will  they  throw  old 
Authority  aside,  or  disregard  his  errors,  and  condescend  to  become  the 
teachable  pupils  of  Nature?  Till  this  is  done,  we  can  expect  little  real 
advancement  in  medical  knowledge. 

Gallileo  and  Newton  made  little  progress  in  science,  till  they  set  aside 
the  dogmas  of  the  schools,  and  followed  Nature  alone.  So  our  Allopathic 
friends  will  find,  that,  if  they  are  really  guided  by  their  maxim,  Nature* 
duce,  they  will  be  sure  to  arrive  at  results,  which  will  conduct  them  to  a 
satisfactory  and  successful  practice. 

Worcester,  June,  1849. 
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We  seldom  publish  matters  of  mere  obstetrical  interest ;  but,  in  mani- 
festation of  sympathy  for  a  brother  Editor  and  brother  Fellow  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  we  have  felt  under  some  obligation  to 
notice  the  following  instance  of  mental  parturition.  We  are  not  in- 
formed, that  it  proved  a  case  of  instrumental  labor ;  but,  really,  we  should 
have  supposed,  that  the  relaxing  power  of  an  active  dose  of  lobelia  would 
have  been  of  great  service  in  delivering  a  gravid  brain  of  such  a  horrid 
monstrosity.  At  any  rate,  it  must  have  taken  strong  parturient  throes 
to  have  safely  given  birth  to  so  unnatural  and  overgrown  a  progeny.  We 
sincerely  hope  no  serious  consequences  will  follow  the  accouchement 

"  Worcester  Medical  Institution. — A  catalogue  of  the  students  and  faculty  of  the  new 
chartered  Thomsonian  school  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  has  been  received  Although  l  in  its 
infancy,  it  has  begun  to  exert  an  important  influence  on  the  public  sentiment  in  New  Eng- 
land,' says  the  circular ;  but  it  must,  we  should  suppose,  be  a  source  of  deep  mortification 
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and  alarm  to  the  cultivators  of  literature  and  science.  Never  before,  in  the  history  of 
legislation  in  Massachusetts,  was  there  such  a  piece  of  folly  perpetrated  by  the  Legislature, 
as  the  incorporation  of  this  school.  That  the  faculty  are  as  profoundly  ignorant  as  they 
are  cunning,  no  one  supposes  ;  but  will  all  this  outward  show  of  sacrificing  love  for  the 
dear  people,  who  are  killed  off  by  hundreds  with  calomel,  antimony,  and  various  other 
horribles,  under  the  wicked  control  of  regular  physicians,  be  satisfactory  ?  The  professors 
must  laugh  in  their  sleeves  when  out  of  sight  of  their  pupils  and  patients  ;  aye,  and  that 
is  not  all — laugh  at  the  General  Court,  the  Governor  and  his  dignified  associates,  who 
gave  the  finishing  touches  to  the  parchment  of  their  mis-called  medical  institution.  There 
were  29  students  attending  the  lectures  of  the  school  recently,  according  to  the  catalogue 
alluded  to." 

So  it  seems  that  the  character  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Worcester  Med- 
ical Institution  is,  at  last,  out  before  the  world  ;  and  Dr.  J.  V.  C.  Smith 
has  the  honor  of  making  known  a  matter  before  concealed  even  from 
ourselves,  that  we  are  a  set  not  of  fools  but  of  knaves.  Well,  when  a 
man  or  a  body  of  men  do  not  know  their  own  hearts  and  motives,  it  is 
very  proper  to  have  a  public  monitor  and  censor  to  communicate  the 
information.  For  one,  we  think  much  of  the  aphorism,  Know  thyself; 
and  we  are  glad  to  find  out,  that  we  are  not  "profoundly  ignorant"  at 
the  same  time,  that  we  are  "cunning"  Really,  however,  we  cannot 
say  as  much  of  the  redoubtable  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Journal.  We  have  read  in  an  old  book  with  which  we  are  somewhat 
familiar,  that  one  of  a  certain  description  of  character  "  uttereth  all  his 
mind  ;"  and  we  are  constrained  to  believe,  that  the  "uttering  of  all  ones's 
mind"  under  circumstances  like  those  here  delineated,  bears  some  testi- 
mony in  favor  of.  the  correctness  of  Solomon's  views.  Certain  we  are, 
that  we  have  no  reason  to  retort  the  charge  of  knavish  "  cunning ;"  for 
it  requires  what  is  superior  to  "  folly,"  as  a  mental  trait  to  give  existence 
to  wicked  artifice.  We  have'  not  now,  for  the  first  time,  learnt,  that 
there  are  those  who  do  not  know  enough  to  be  designedly  evil. 

If  the  friends  of  the  "  Thomsonian  school  at  Worcester  "  have  really 
humbugged  "  the  General  Court,  the  Governor,  and  his  dignified  associ- 
ates," they  are  entitled  to  the  merit  of  having  done  what  a  multitude  of 
such  pigmies  as  the  author  of  the  above  remarks  could  not  have  effected. 
True,  a  pismire  can  bit<?  and  be  uncomfortable;  but  to  accomplish  any 
important  end,  the  agent  must  belong  to  some  superior  race.     [Ed.  Jour.] 
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Since  our  Legislature  has  granted  to  this  Institution  a  legal  existence, 
and  it  is  now  established  and  in  successful  operation,  it  becomes  us  to 
secure  the  means  for  increasing  its  facilities,  by  the  erection  of  a  suita- 
ble building,  and  obtaining  an  increase  of  our  apparatus  for  illustrating 
the  several  branches  of  professional  science. 

From  the  report  of  our  agent  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board,  we 
found,  that  there  were  subscribed,  by  responsible  persons,  nearly  six  thou- 
sand dollars,  a  small  portion  of  which  is  collected.     Now  we  have  pro- 
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posed  and  the  Board  have  acted  in  the  matter,  by  the  appointment  of  a 
committee,  to  carry  out  the  following  plan,  viz  :  Let  one  thousand  dollars 
be  paid  to  some  capitalist  or  master  builder  in  this  city,  who  shall  erect  a 
large  and  commodious  building  in  some  favorable  locality.  It  is  to  be 
called  the  Worcester  Medical  Institution,  and  the  upper  stories  are  to  be 
finished  with  an  Amphitheatre,  Lecture  Rooms,  Laboratory,  &c,  the 
lower  or  basement  story  to  be  rented  by  the  builder  for  other  purposes. 
Thus  he  could  receive  good  interest  for  the  amount  expended  in  the 
erection  of  the  building.  The  use  of  the  upper  part  of  the  building  is 
to  be  secured  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Institution  for  twenty  years,  or  an 
indefinite  period,  by  the  annual  payment,  on  their  part,  of  a  rent  not 
exceeding  two  hundred  dollars,  and  they  are  to  have  the  privilege  of 
purchase  at  a  stipulated  price,  at  any  time,  when  the  finances  of  the 
College  will  permit. 

This  amount  of  one  thousand  dollars,  which  we  can  easily  collect 
during  the  present  season,  and  the  small  annual  rent  specified,  will  secure 
us  a  building  essentially  as  valuable  to  us  as  one  that  would  cost  us  ten 
thousand  dollars,  devoted  wholly  to  the  purposes  of  the  College. 

Come,  then,  friends  of  Medical  Reform,  and  assist  us  to  carry  out 
this  plan.  Every  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  is  authorized  to 
receive  subscriptions  for  the  College,  and  we  hope  that  every  Botanic 
friend  in  New  England  and  New  York  will  contribute  something  to 
assist  in  an  object  so  important  to  the  welfare  of  our  cause. 

Worcester,  June,  1849.  I.  M.  Comings. 
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We  are  happy  to  learn  by  a  private  communication  from  a  friend  in 
New  York,  that  the  late  Annual  Meeting  of  the  "  Thomsonian  Medical 
Society  "  in  that  State  li  was  very  pleasant,  harmonious,  and  interesting." 
"Much  business  was  accomplished,"  and  "the  organization  of  the 
Society  under  the  new  State  law  was  perfected."  The  Society  now 
have  all  the  powers  possessed  by  any  Medical  Society, — not  excepting 
the  power  to  confer  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine. 

We  are  particularly  gratified,  that,  at  this  meeting,  they  have  aban- 
doned their  old  name  and  taken  one  expressive  of  their  true  medical 
position, — "  The  New  York  State  Physo-M^dical  Society."  We  know 
not  so  fully  how  the  case  may  be  in  other  latitudes  and  longitudes;  but, 
in  this  region,  we  do  know,  that,  by  the  term  "Thomsonian,"  a  large 
and  respectable  portion  of  the  people  understand  one  who  adheres  rigidly 
to  the  course  of  treatment  pursued  by  Samuel  Thomson,  in  all  its  rude- 
ness, without  any  improvement.  Physo-Medical — natural-medical — 
implies  that  we  mean  to  be  guided  by  the  dictates  of  nature,  irrespective 
of  any  arbitrary  system  whatever.  Perhaps,  in  this  matter,  there  is  a 
spice  of  vanity,  on  our  part,  as  we  were  the  first  to  suggest  to  the  world 
the  appropriateness  of  this  epithet. 

We  are  also  gratified  to  learn,  that  a  resolution   was  passed  by  the 
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New  York  State  Physo-Medical  Society  recommending  the  Worcester 
Medical  Institution  to  the  consideration  of  medical  students  in  that 
State  ;  and  that  our  friends  are  disposed  to  regard  this  Institution  as  "  the 
first  and  only  truly  scientific  Medical  Institution  legally  established  in 
New  England."  We  shall  try  to  show  them,  by  our  works,  that  their 
confidence  is  not  a  vain  one.  Mutual  confidence  and  union  of  effort  are 
the  bulwarks  of  our  cause.     [Ed.  Jour.] 


MEASLES. 

Dr.  Newton, — I  was  called  a  kw  days  since  to  attend  a  young  lad  of 
fifteen,  who  was  sickening  from  a  relapse  after  having  had  the  measles. 
It  was  nine  days  after  the  eruption  had  disappeared.  He  had  a  violent 
pain  through  the  temples,  a  pale  furred  tongue,  dry  skin,  a  sickly, 
cadaverous  look,  quick  but  feeble  pulse,  was  extremely  weak,  no  appetite, 
and  thin  in  flesh.  I  gave  him  an  entire  Thomsonian  course,  and  in 
about  an  hour  and  a  half,  the  eruption  on  the  skin  was  as  full  and  fresh 
as  when  first  it  made  its  appearance.  He  was  immediately  relieved, 
and  is  now  well.  His  cough,  which  I  neglected  to  mention,  is  entirely 
removed.  He  had  been  cured  imperfectly  ;  or  rather  left  to  die  under 
some  other  form  of  disease.  The  morbific  matter  left  to  determine  on 
the  vitals  could  but  have  proved  fatal.  James  S.  Olcott,  M.  D. 

Lowell,  April  20th,  1849. 


SQUIRRELS  REARED  BY  A  CAT. 

The  Indiana  Whig  gives  a  curious  instance  of  the  transfer  of  mater- 
nal affection  and  solicitude.  A  young  man  in  Boone  county,  Kentucky, 
found  a  nest  of  three  young  squirrels,  and,  on  carrying  them  into  the 
house,  he  placed  them  with  a  bevy  of  young  kittens,  and,  strange  to  tell, 
the  mother  cat  adopted  the  little  foundlings  into  her  family,  bestowing  as 
much  care  and  kindness  upoa  tnem  as  upon  her  own  offspring.  The 
squirrels  are  now  about  a  month  old,  and  have  become  entirely  domesti- 
cated, living  upon  the  same  pap,  and  adopting  the  habits  of  the  feline 
brothers  and  sisters.     [Scientific  American.] 


A  COMPLICATION  OF  DISORDERS. 

"What  did die  of?"  asked  a  simple  neighbor.  "Of  a  complica- 
tion of  disorders,"  replied  his  friend.  "  How  do  you  describe  this  com- 
plication ?"  u  He  died,"  answered  the  other,  "of  two  physicians,  an 
apothecary,  and  a  surgeon  |" 
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OBITUARY. 

At  15  minutes  before  one  o'clock  A.M.  on  Wednesday  June  20,  Ann 
E.  Sheriu  m,  wife  of  Mr.  E.  B  Briggs  of  this  city,  departed  this  life,  after 
a  protracted  and  painful  illness. 

When  we  first  b  came  acquainted  with  Mrs.  B.,  nearly  two  years  since, 
she  whs  suffering  from  a  loc^l  and  temporary  affection,  but  her  general 
health  was  comfortable.  We,  however,  learnt  from  ber  the  fact,  that,  a 
few  months  previous,  she  had  been  sick  of  pneumonia,  which  left  her  in 
a  debilitated  condition.  When  in  that  condition,  she  was  seen,  in  con- 
nexion with  her  medical  attendant,  by  an  eminent  physician  of  this  city, 
who  pronounced  her  in  consumption, — the  left  lung  being  extensively 
tuberculous.  He  predicted  that  she  would  not  survive  two  months  from 
that  time.  She.  however,  began,  from  that  time,  to  amend;  and  soon 
was  able  personally  to  attend  to  her  domestic  concerns. 

When  we  fi  *st  saw  her,  a  cavity  was  formed  in  the  upper  lobe  of  the 
left  lung  ;  and  both  cavernous  respiration  and  the  mucous  rale  were  very 
audible.  After  that  period,  besides  occasionally  prescribing  for  other 
difficulties,  we  now  and  then  suggested  some  simple  remedy  for  the  re- 
tarding or  partial  relief  of  the  pulmonary  disease.  Among  the  means 
used,  that  from  which  she  seemed  to  derive  the  greatest  benefit  was 
inhaling  the  fumes  of  burning  rosin. 

The  cavity  and  the  condition  of  the  whole  lung,  together  with  her  general 
health,   remained  apparently  without  much  alteration,  till  about  eight 
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months  before  her  death.  The  first  perceptible  measure  of  decline  was 
the  consequence  of  following,  for  a  few  days,  the  stupid  prescription  of 
a  humbugging  clairvoyant. 

We  have  often  admitted  our  belief,  to  an  extent,  in  mesmerism.  We 
are  convinced,  however,  that  clairvoyants  are  as  capable  of  being  trained 
to  the  practice  of  deception  or  of  being  themselves  led  into  false  impres- 
sions, as  persons  are  in  their  waking  state.  At  any  rate,  we  know 
positively,  that  this  same  clairvoyant  made  several  gross  blunders,  while 
favoring  this  community  with  her  revelations.  We  made  three  several 
post  mortem  examinations  of  persons  who  died  within  a  few  days  after 
the  clairvoyant  had  pronounced  on  the  nature  of  the  disease  ;  and,  in. 
each  case,  the  description  given  was  most  essentially  wrong.  In  the 
case  of  Mrs.  Briggs,  the  leading  difficulty  was  supposed  by  the  clairvoyant 
to  be  in  the  stomach  and  bowels,  and  to  require  the  repeated  use  of  a 
drastic  aloetic  purge.  The  direction  was  followed  for  a  few  days,  with 
wofully  injurious  effects.  A  colliquative  diarrhoea  was  established,  and 
the  patient  failed  rapidly.  By  the  interposition,  however,  of  judicious 
medical  treatment,  the  diarrhoea  was  effectually  arrested,  and  the  patient 
was  somewhat  improved.  Still,  she  did  not  recover  what  she  had  lost ; 
and  it  was  manifest,  that,  from  this  period,  she  must,  with  more  or  less 
uniformity,  decline. 

Not  long  after  this,the  people  of  our  city  were  favored  with  a  few  Lectures 
from  a  Hydropathist,  who  did  not  fail  to  decry,  not  only  Allopathy,  but 
the  Botanic  system  of  Practice,  and  every  other,  except  the  Water-cure. 
By  request,  he  visited  Mrs.  B. ;  and,  though  we  had  told  her,  that  her' case 
was  hopeless,  yet  this  one-idea  man,  who  could  see  no  good  in  any  medi- 
cal system  but  his  own,  assured  her,  that,  by  the  efficacy  of  water,  he 
would  have  her,  in  a  few  days,  about  the  house,  in  as  good  health  as  she 
had  been  accustomed  to  enjoy.  The  result  was  such  a  speedv  prostra- 
tion, that,  in  a  few  days,  we  were  summoned  to  see  her,  in  a  supposed 
dying  state.  By  immediately  and  entirely  dispensing  with  this  treatment, 
however,  she  was  again  very  much  relieved  ;  and,  by  aid  of  naturally 
strong  physical  powers,  she  survived  this  period  nearly  three  months. 

From  time  to  time,  the  heft  lung  became  more  and  more  implicated  in 
tuberculous  disease.  At  length  the  disease  extended  to  the  right ;  and, 
at  the  period  of  her  death,  it  involved  the  superior  and  middle  lobe  of 
that  lung  also.  Some  three  weeks  before  her  death,  she  began  to  be 
cedeniatous  in  her  limbs;  and  soon  ascites  was  largely  developed.  On 
opening  into  the  abdomen,  after  death,  we  found  and  removed  several 
quarts  of  thin,  limpid  fluid.  During  the  last  three  months  of  her  life, 
her  sufferings  were  severe,  and  she  anxiously  awaited  the  hour  of  her 
departure.  With  slight  exceptions,  her  reason  remained  during  her 
sickness,  and  it  was  especially  perfect  in  her  final  moments. 

After  we  ceased  to  prescribe  for  her,  except  to  mitigate  the  sufferings 
which  she  experienced  from  her  cough  and  other  causes,  quite  a  number 
of  physicians  were  called  in,  the  expression  of  whose  views  was  some- 
what diversified,  though  they  generally  admitted  her  case  to  be  hopeless. 
Before  her  death,  two  or  three  scrofulous  abscesses  gathered,  and  dis- 
charged a  considerable  amount  of  purulent  matter.  In  view  of  this  fact, 
and  of  the  existence  of  general  dropsy,  it  was  natural   to  suppose  that 
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the  autopsy  would  disclose  some  disease  of  the  intestines,  as  of  the  liver 
or  kidneys.  Particularly  was  there  reason  to  suspect  the  existence  of 
tubercles  in  the  intestinal  canal.  Nothing  of  the.  kind,  however,  was 
found.  The  reduced  condition  of  the  blood  gave  a  general  pallor  to  the 
parts;  but,  otherwise,  every  viscus,  both  in  the  abdomen  and  in  the 
thorax,  the  lungs  excepted,  was  healthy. 

Two  or  three  circumstances  attending  this  case  are  worthy  of  note. 
In  the  first  place,  the  patient's  tenacity  of  life,  and  her  power  of  endur- 
ance were  great.  See  outlived  the  expectations  of  all  her  friends,  and 
was  cheerful  and  unmoved  under  the  severest  sufferings. 

Again,  we  may  notice  her  disposition,  at  different  times,  to  think  her 
case  assuming  a  more  favorable  character.  She  would  fancy,  that  the 
disease  had  nearly  or  quite  left  the  lungs,  and  had  gone  to  other  organs, 
as  the  liver,  the  uterus,  &c,  where  it  could  be  controlled  ;  and  her  im- 
pressions, at  times,  more  or  less  affected  the  views  of  her  friends  and 
attendants. 

Finally,  the  case  illustrates  very  fully  the  value  of  an  acquaintance 
with  the  science  of  auscultation  and  percussion.  By  this  science  we  were 
enabled  to  speak,  with  exactness,  as  to  the  nature,  and  very  nearly  as  to 
the  extent  of  the  malady.  From  time  to  time  we  marked  the  progress 
of  the  pulmonary  ravages;  and,  at  last,  predicted,  almost  with  the  ac- 
curacy of  vision,  the  condition  in  which  the  post  mortem  examination 
would  reveal  the  lungs  to  be.  While  others  were  imagining  that  the 
disease  had  been,  in  a  good  measure,  transferred  from  the  chest  to  some 
of  the  abdominal  viscera,  we  maintained  without  wavering,  that  the 
principal,  if  not  the  only  organic  lesion,  would  be  found  in  the  lungs. 
The  result  proved  the  correctness  of  the  views,  which  we  had  ex- 
pressed.    [Ed.  Jour.] 


From  the  American  Phrenological  Journal. 

SUMMER  FRUITS, 

THEIR  UTILITY,  AND  DIRECTIONS  FOR  THEIR*  RIGHT  USE. 

Nature  in  her  ceaseless  round  of  ever-varying  luxuries,  is  again  spread- 
ing before  us  her  delicious  summer,  fruits,  in  the  form  of  berries, 
cherries,  currants,  etc.  Shall  they  be  eaten?  Certainly.  They  were 
created  for  nothing  else;  nor  created  thus  delicious  for  nought,  but  to 
enforce  such  eating  by  enticement.  Hence  they  should  be  eaten  abun- 
dantly. This  is  established  by  the  very  fact,  that  food  tastes  well. 
All  food  relishes,  in  order  thereby  to  induce  us  to  eat  it.  By  parity  of 
reasoning,  that  should  be  eaten  most  abundantly  which  tastes  the  best. 
Their  value,  as  a  dietetic. ingredient,  is  proportionate  to  their  delicious- 
ness  to  the  unperverted  taste  ;  and  what  of  all  Nature's  luxuries  relishes 
equally  well  with  summer  fruits?  How  perfectly  crazy  are  all  children 
after  strawberries,  raspberries,  whortleberries,  blackberries",  and  cherries  ! 
How  exquisitely  flavored,   when   cooked  with  more  substantial  foods! 
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Scarcely  a  human  being  or  a  brute,  but  enjoys  them  in  whatever  form 
presented,  and  more  than  any  other  production  of  nature.  This  may  be 
caused  by  their  being  the  first  fruits  of  the  season ;  perhaps  because 
they  are  soft  and  delicate;  perhaps  because  of  their  delightful  com- 
mingling of  acid  and  saccharine  matters:  but  more  likely  from  these  and 
other  causes  combined  ;  and  each  one  of  these  causes  constitutes  a  reason 
why  they  should  be  eaten.  Thus,  after  the  solid  foods  and  fruits  of 
winter,  as  apples  and  dried  fruit,  health  requires  change;  and,  as  diges- 
tion is  far  less  vigorous  in  warm  weather  than  in  cold,  because  of  the 
warmth  of  the  season,  this  change  should  be  to  something  light  and  easily 
soluble,  yet  refreshing.  Than  the  strawberry,  what  can  be  softer,  or 
lighter,  or  more  delicious?  and  that  all  tastes  may  be  suited,  some  kinds 
are  more  sweet,  others  more  acid  ;  some  earlier,  others  later,  etc. 

Among  other  materials  requisite  for  carrying  forward  the  life  principle, 
are  acids,  because  thev  enter  into  the  constituent  elements  of  which  the 
body  is  composed.  Accordingly  they  must  be  taken  in  our  food,  since 
air  does  not  contain  them  ;  and  hence,  while  we  find  them  in  some  kinds 
of  food,  they  abound  in  fruits,  and  contribute  essentially  to  their  deli- 
ciousness.  The  human  system,  therefore,  requires  fruit  almost  as  much 
as  bread.  Though  it  can  take  them  in  other  forms,  especially  alcoholic, 
yet  there  they  are  most  gross,  condensed,  and  diametrically  hostile  to 
life.  But  the  deliciousness  of  fruits  renders  taking  an  abundance  of 
acids  through  them,  as  pleasurable  to  the  palate  as  they  are  profitable  to 
the  system.  Hence  every  human  being  should  eat  freely  of  the. fruits 
of  all  seasons,  for  Nature  loves  her  human  children,  and  has  adapted 
the  particular  fruits  of  every  season  to  the  wants  of  man  and  brute  at 
that  season.  That  they  are  pre-eminently  promotive  of  growth  and 
health  in  animals,  is  an  established  fact.  That  they  are  even  more  so 
in  man,  is  rendered  absolutely  certain,  both  by  the  physical  adaptation  « 
of  nature,  and  by  man's  relish  for  them.  We  should  then  literally  feast 
ourselves  on  them  ;  nor  is  there  much  danger  that  we  shall  eat  too  much, 
but  too  little.  Even  invalids  may  eat  them  with  impunity.  Thus 
strawberries  are  particularly  good  in  burning  fever,  and  cool  and  calm 
down  agitated  nerves,  besides  invigorating  their  whole  systems.  Black- 
berries are  universally  considered  healthy  for  bowel  complaints.  These 
complaints  appear  in  midsummer,  just  when  this  fruit  is  in  its  full  ma- 
turity. Is  there  then  no  adaptation  of  one  to  the  other?  And  since 
they  remove  them,  are  they  not  still  better  as  preventives  ?  Neither 
the  philosophical  mind  nor  the  human  palate  can  require  additional 
motives  for  partaking  of  these  summer  fruits,  and  giving  them  freely  to 
children. 

But  mark  distinctly,  nature  appends  absolute  conditions  as  to  time 
and  mode  of  taking  them.  That,  in  proportion  as  we  increase  their 
quantity,  we  should  diminish  the  amount  of  solid  foods,  is  perfectly 
obvious.  In  fact,  as  summer  rarities  the  air,  so  that  we  inhale  much 
less  oxygen  than  in  winter,  we  should  under  all  circumstances,  take  much 
less  solid  food  in  summer  than  in  winter,  and  that  less  rich  in  carbon. 
If,  however,  in  violation  of  this  law,  we  eat  as  much  other  food  as  in 
winter,  and  of  kinds  destructive  of  health,  and  add  large  quantities  of 
summer  fruits  to  that  already  enormous  surplus,  no  wonder  that  they  so 
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often  prove  injurious.  Remember,  then,  that,  while  you  should  indulge 
in  summer  fruits,  you  must  eat  proportionally  less  s  »! id  food,  or  rather, 
must  substitute  berries  for  meat.  In  fact,  but  little  flesh  should  be 
consumed  in  summer  even  by  the  laboring  classes,  and  none  by  the 
sedentary.  Summer  food  should  consist  mainly  of  bread,  vegetables, 
and  fruits,  but  mostly  of  the  hitter — rice  corn,  and  the  serial  grains  of 
course  included.  The  forms  in  which  these  grains  are  cooked  are  of 
course  important,  jet  that  is  extraneous  to  our  present  subject.  They 
may  be  prepared  separately,  the  grains  ground,  and  made  into  pudding 
or  bread,  and  the  berries  eaten  with  it;  or  cooked  along  with  the  pudding 
and  bread,  just  as  we  cook  raisins  in  rice.  Yet  we  are  not  now  speaking 
so  much  of  cooking  as  of  the  mode  of  eating,  and  together,  of  course, 
the  best  mode  to  be  adopted. 

Reader,  will  you  not  for  once  try  the  following  experiment?  Taking 
in  hand  a  piece  of  good  bre  d,  go  furth  to  your  strawberry  patch,  or 
raspberry,  or  blackberry,  or  currant  bush,  and  make  a  breakfast  or 
supper,  or  both,  wholly  of  bread  and  berries,  eaten  deliberately,  so  as 
fully  to  cotn/ningle  both  in  the  mouth,  and  tell  me  whether  you  ever 
made  as  delicious  a  meal  before.  Nature  is  simple  in  everything,  and 
simple  food  relishes  better  than  that  which  is  highly  seasoned,  or  where 
many  kinds  are  commingled.  You  will  probably  find  no  dietetic  luxury 
to  compare  with  berries,  cherries,  or  fruit,  eaten  in  the  open  air,  especially 
with  friends  to  keep  up  conversation.  I,  for  one,  shall  pursue  this  course 
during  the  summer.  When  a  boy,  I  remember  to  hive  made  occasional 
meals  in  the  garden  of  bread  and  currants,  and  to  this  day  I  rcur  to 
them  as  among  the  most  delightful  of  my  life,  and  I  shall  hereafter  fre- 
quently repeat  them. 

Of  course,  in  such  cases  the  best  fruit  should  be  selected.  For  some, 
currants  may  be  too  tart;  but,  as  there  is  every  variety  of  blackberries, 
raspberries,  and  whortleberries,  some  sweeter  and  others  more  sour,  of 
course  different  tastes  can  cultivate  those  kinds  which  thev  relish  best. 

But  the  exorbitant  price  of  summer  fruits  furnishes  an  almost  insupera- 
ble objection  to  their  general  consumption.  The  city  laborer  who  gets 
but  a  dollar  a  day,  is  poorly  able  to  spend  two  thirds  of  it  for  berries, 
which  is  about  the  average  price.  These  altogether  exorbitant  prices 
are  not  the  fault  of  the  raiser — for  he  has  a  perfect  right,  as  the  world 
goes,  to  charge  what  he  can  get.  since  none  are  compelled  to  buy — but 
of  their  limited  production.  They  can  be  raised  in  any  required  quantity, 
for  they  take  little  ground,  so  that  those  in  cities  can  have  their  straw- 
berry beds,  and  raspberry  and  currant  bushes,  a  square  rod  or  two,  highly 
cultivated  being  sufficient  for  a  small  family.  All  required  is  a  little 
pains  ;  and,  as  men  are  generally  too  busy  to  plant  and  attend  them,  while 
women  are  dying  for  some  out-door  exercise,  why  should  not  mothers 
and  daughter  take  this  matter  in  hand,  so  that  when  husband  and  son 
return  from  their  daily  toil,  the  deliciousness  of  their  evening  repast, 
besides  making  them  forget  iheir  fat  gue,  shall  throw  them  into  so  pleas- 
ant a  humor  as  to  make  themselves  nd  family  happy  all  the  evening. 
Females  do  not  be«rin  to  realize  the  power  they  could  wield  over  men, 
by  providing  such  little  luxuries.  Nor  is  it  any  way  improper  for  them 
to  engage  in  their  field  and  market  culture;  on  the  contrary,  they  are 
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especially  adapted  thereto,  except  in  dress,  which  for  the  time  being 
might  be  modified.  Their  picking,  how  perfectly  enchanting!  Few 
seasons  of  my  life  have  given  me  so  much  pleasure,  as  sallying  forth  with 
wife  or  daughters  to  the  berry  bushes.  We  fill  our  pails,  while  mutually 
exchanging  cordial  feelings  and  intellectual  conceptions.  Now  and  then 
an  event  of  life  stands  out  from  the  ordinary  level,  like  hills  from  plains, 
or  islands  from  water,  as  way-marks  to  think  upon  with  unqualified  de- 
light. One  such  day  spent  on  a  whortleberry  plain  with  a  brother,  and 
the  accompanying  conversation,  has  been  one  of  the  brightest  spots  upon 
memory's  disk.  To  eat  fruit  with  friends  is  truly  delicious,  but  to  pick 
them  with  these  same  friends  is  scarcely  less  so.  Reader,  try  the  experi- 
ment. 

One  additional  remark  about  their  production.  As,  by  means  of  the 
male  and  female  principles,  applied  to  apples,  nature  is  perpetually  re- 
producing new  varieties,  some  of  which  are  superior  in  some  respects  to 
any  others — and  thus  of  pears,  cherries,  peaches,  etc; — so,  by  this  same 
instrumentality,  new  kinds  of  berries  are  being  perpetually  created,  even 
in  the  wild  state,  some  remarkable  for  size,  others  for  sweetness,  some 
for  early,  others  for  late  maturity,  and  each  having  flavors  peculiar  to 
itself,  and  some  of  course  exquisitely  rich.  Now,  since  they  are  so 
healthy,  why  should  they  not  be  cultivated  ;  and  especially  new  kinds 
brought  into  existence,  by  planting  the  very  best  of  berries,  or  by  mark- 
ing in  the  season  of  fruit,  those  bushes  whose  fruit  is  particularly  fine, 
and  transplanting  them  in  fall  or  spring  1  Last  summer,  in  berrying 
time,  whenever  I  found  a  bush  any  way  superior  for  size,  richness  of 
fruit,  or  abundant  bearing,  besides  tying  a  string  to  the  bush  itself,  I  put 
the  berries  by  themselves  to  plant,  and  this  spring  transplanted  the  bushes, 
hoping  by  culture  to  reimprove  their  excellence — a  course  recommended 
to  universal  adoption.  As  they  will  grow  from  cuttings  like  currants, 
their  multiplication  in  fall  or  spring  is  perfectly  easy,  and  I  shall  thankfully 
receive  any  cuttings  of  good  kinds  sent  to  the  Journal  office,  done  up  in 
moss  and  cloth,  and  kept  wet. 

One  additional  remark.  Fruit  often  injures  children,  partly  because 
not  fully  ripe,  and  partly  because  added  to  an  already  overloaded  stomach, 
as  well  as  eaten  between  meals,  neither  of  which  should  ever  on  any 
account  be  allowed.  None  but  fruit  perfectly  ripe  when  picked  should 
ever  be  put  into  the  human  mouth.  Hence,  fruit  bought  in  market  bears 
no  comparison,  in  healthiness  or  flavor,  to  that  raised  at  home,  because 
it  is  picked  before  fully  ripe,  so  as  to  bear  transportation.  Hence  they 
are  too  acid,  and  often  cause  summer  complaints.  The  right  time  for 
picking  is  just  before  they  are  ready  to  drop  ;  it  is  then  they  attain  per- 
fect Jusciousness.  They  should  be  eaten  soon  after  picking,  and  raised 
at  home.  In  fact,  I  can  hardly  encourage  the  eating  of  summer  fruits 
obtained  in  market. 

Again,  to  eat  between  meals  disturbs  digestion,  and  is  detrimental. 
Hence  these  fruits  should  be  eaten  exclusively  at  our  meals,  and  form  a 
part  of  them.  Nor  should  they  be  eaten  as  a  dessert,  after  we  have  al- 
ready eaten  enough,  but  through  the  meal,  and  in  conjunction  with  the 
other  food  to  flavor  it.  This  point  is  highly  important,  and  I  warn  read- 
ers not  to  follow  that  part  of  this  article  which  recommends  eating  sum- 
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mer  fruits  in  large  quantities,  without  following  it  in  connection  with 
this  imperative  requisition  of  ealing  them  only  at  meals,  and  then  not 
as  a  dessert,  but  with  the  meal.  You  may  even  make  your  meal  almost 
wholly  of  these  fruits.  Yet  I  insist  that  you  do  not  eat  too  much  in  the 
aggregate,  but  eat  them  as  a  relish,  jnst  as  you  eat  butter. 

As  to  whether  milk  and  cream  may  be  added,  I  think  that  cream  and 
sweetening  detract  from  the  gustatorial  pleasures  of  the  fruit  itself,  and 
the  acid  of  the  fruit  soon  curdles  the  milk  or  cream,  either  in  the  dish  or 
stomach.  Yet  this  is  left  to  individual  tastes,  requesting  all  to  try  fruit 
with  cream  and  without  it,  and  see  if  they  do  not  relish  it  best  without. 
But  however  this  fruit  is  eaten,  remember  never  to  take  it  between 
meals,  for  this  is  doubly  injurious,  nor  to  allow  children  to  eat  it  at 
irregular  intervals,  nor  what  is  not  perfectly  ripe.  Eaten  under  these 
restrictions,  and  with  a  restriction  of  the  quantity  of  solid  food,  you 
need  not  fear  that  berries  will  hurt  yourselves  or  children,  but  may  rest 
assured  that  they  will  be  as  pre-eminently  promotive  of  health,  as  they 
are  delicious  to  the  taste,  for  natural  pleasures  and  profit  are  twin  sisters. 


EXTRACT  OF  DANDELIOi\-EXT.  TARAXACUM. 

BY  PROF.    I.  M.   COMINGS. 

There  is  hardly  an  article  in  our  Materia  Medica,  that  has  attributed 
to  it  so  many  and  so  valuable  properties,  as  the  taraxacum.  It  is  said 
to  be  diuretic,  diaphoretic,  aperient,  antispasmodic,  expectorant,  tonic, 
and  alterative;  and  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  it  may  possess  all 
these  virtues.  Few,  however,  of  our  practitioners  are  willing  to  concede 
so  much;  and  this  is  owing  to  the  fact,  that  nine  tenths,  or  more  of  what,  is 
found  in  the  market,  is  worthless,  or  entirely  inert.  To  be  sure  of  this, 
let  the  buyer  taste  it,  and  he  will  find  it  totally  different  from  the  taste  of 
the  natural  juice  ;  and  the  little  that  is  well  prepared,  is  brought  into  the 
market  at  a  very  high  price,  so  that,  if  given  freely  to  produce  its  effects 
on  the  liver,  it  becomes  an  expensive  remedy. 

These  same  remarks  will  apply  to  other  preparations  that  we  often 
find  for  sale.  Hence  the  propriety  of  each  practitioner's  preparing  the 
article  for  himself,  where  he  cannot  procure  it  from  a  responsible  source. 
A  large  proportion  of  our  extracts  are  prepared  by  individuals  who  are 
totally  ignorant  of  the  science  of  chemistry,  or  the  laws  which  govern 
the  process  of  evaporation.  The  Shakers'  herbs  may  be  very  well  pre- 
served, but  we  have  little  confidence  in  most  of  their  extracts.  Our 
practitioners  who  have  tried  Dr.  Jacobs'  extracts,  are  well  aware,  that 
they  are  prepared  on  scientific  principles,  and  that  they  can  be  trusted. 

We  give  the  following  as  the  best  method  of  preparing  the  dandelion 
for  use  in  hepatic  and  dropsical  cases. 

Cut  the  fresh  roots  of  the  plant  (well  washed)  into  transverse  slices. 
Sprinkle  any  quantity  of  these,  while  moist,  with  a  small  quantity  of 
spirits  of  juniper,  and  express  them  in  a  tincture  press.     The  cream  thus 
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expressed  will  keep  any  reasonable  time,  for  the  purposes  of  the  practi- 
tioner in  the  hottest  weather.  The  dose  is  a  table  spoonful  or  even  more 
two  or  three  times  per  day.  This  will  probably  produce  two  or  three 
evacuations.  It  may  be  diluted  and  put  up  in  the  form  of  tincture,  or 
mixed  with  any  of  the  diuretic  waters  or  infusions. 

We  are  well  aware,  that  the  great  objection  to  the  use  of  the  taraxa- 
cum in  the  form  which  we  have  described,  is  the  fact  ih  it  ii  costs  noth- 
ing, and  can  be  made  so  simply.  But,  let  our  practitioners  try  this  prep- 
aration, and  they  will  not  regret  the  li: tie  1  rouble  which  it  costs  them, 
While  this  form  is  the  best,  perhaps,  for  dropsical  crises,  and  those  diffi- 
culties dependant  on  a  deranged  liver,  yet.  it  is  very  well  Calculated  for 
other  diseases  for  which  the  taraxacum  is  used. 

Worcester }  July,  1849. 


LACTITCARIUM.-JUICE  OF  LETTUCE. 

BY  PROF.    I.  M.  COMINGS. 

We  have  never  yet  used  opium,  in  our  practice,  in  a  single  instance, 
in  any  of  its  preparations.  We  have  always  got  along  very  well  without 
it.  In  a  few  cases,  where  even  many  of  our  Botanies  do  not  consider  it 
very  objectionable,  we  have  found  the  lactucanum  or  the  lobelia,  to  be  a 
very  good  substirute.  We  have  often  expressed  the  wish,  however,  that 
we  could  obtain  the  sedative  effects  of  the  opium,  without  its  narcotic 
properties.  We  do,  indeed,  have  these  effects  in  the  lobelia;  but  they  are 
connected  with  the  nausea  which  we  do  not  always  desire.  We  have 
often  suggested  to  our  students  the  importance  of  experimenting  with  the 
lobelia,  by  chemical  compositions,  to  find  some  preparation,  that  will  give 
its  relaxing  and  sedative  effects,  without  producing  nausea  and  vomiting. 
We  can  desire  no  better  nervine,  no  better  sedative,  n<  thing  more  quiet- 
ing to  the  system  than  lobelia;  but  we  often  desire  to  employ  agents  of 
this  nature,  without  the  nausea  and  vomiting,  which  almost  invariably 
follow  the  administration  of  lobelia. 

That  man  will  be  deserving  of  the  greatest  credit,  and  almost  of  im- 
mortal fame,  who  shall  discover  a  preparation  of  our  lobelia  infl  tta, 
which  shall  give  us  all  its  other  properties  free  from  its  emetic.  Will 
not  Prof.  Parritt  give  his  att  ntion  to  this  subject,  and,  during  the  recess 
of  our  Lectures,  introduce  a  series  of  experiments  on  the  lobelia,  with  this 
object  in  view? 

Till,  however,  we  shall  arrive  at  this  desirable  attainment,  we  will  rec- 
ommend as  a  substitute  for  the  opium,  the  lactucarium,  or  inspissated 
juice  of  the  lettuce.  This  can  be  obtained  by  every  praciilioner  fr<  m 
the  plant,  when  in  flower,  by  simply  cutting  the  pi  nt,  and  prescving 
the  white  juice  which  exudes  from  every  portion  cut  This,  collected 
and  dried,  is  acknowledged  by  various  writers  to  possess  the  sedative 
properties  of  the  opium,  without  any  of  its  mconvienences. 

It  nei  her  affects  the  brain  nor  the  alimentary  canal.  Dr.  Duncan,  an 
eminent  English  physician,  says  it  is  peculiarly  adapted  for  th<-.  relief  of 
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nervous  diseases  and  hypochondriasis.  It  is  procured,  unfortunately,  in 
very  small  quantities  in  the  market,  and  is  quite  rare.  He  farther  ob- 
serves, that  the  extract  of  the  entire  plant,  which  has  been  prepared  as 
a  substitute  for  it,  is  very  inefficient  and  inert.  Lactucarium  is  of  a 
brown  color,  friable,  and  dry.    The  extract  is  black,  soft,  and  del.qiescent. 

Aqueous  preparations  of  lactucarium  are  nearly  inert.  A  dose  of  this. 
iq  substance,  should  not  be  above  six  grains; — generally  from  three  to 
five  is  sufficient. 

We  ho;  e  our  practitioners  will  take  the  trouble  to  provide  themselves 
with  this  article,  as  it  is  perfectly  harmless,  and  will  entirely  obviave  the 
necessity  which  some  make  of  using  a  little  opium,  in  rare  cases. 

Worcester,  July,  1849. 
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Case  1. — Hemiplegia. — J.  S.,  a  man  about  sixty  years  of  age,  while 
sitting  at  dinner,  on  Saturday,  Nov.  19,  found  his  right  hand  so  affected 
that  he  could  not  use  it  to  eat  with  it.  On  Sunday  morning,  on  rism^ 
from  his  bed,  his  right  leg  became  similarly  affected,  so  that  he  could 
not  walk.  At  12  o'clock  the  same  day,  his  appetite  failed.  At  night, 
he  could  not  sit  erect,  but  he  inclined  so  much  to  his  left  side,  that  we 
feared  he  would  fall  from  his  chair.  On  that  evening,  I  arrived  at  his 
residence,  and  found  him  fast  sinking.  The  treatment  was  commenced 
with  the  electro-magnetic  machine.  A  few  hours  afterwards  an  emetic 
of  lobelia  infiata  was  administered,  aided  by  the  use  of  stimulants  and 
hot  f  »ot  bath.  He  rested  pretty  well  at  night.  Monday  morning,  there 
was  some  improvement, — he  could  use  the  affected  h  md  a  little  better, 
and  could  sit  perfectly  straight  in  his  chair ;  but,  feeling  certain  that  he 
should  die  in  a  few  days,  he  was  not  willing  to  acknowledge  himself 
better.  I  gave,  on  this  day,  (Monday,)  six  grains  of  quinine  combined, 
in  pills,  with  cayenne; — on  Tuesday,  ten  grains  of  quinine,  combined 
with  cayenne  ;  and  I  continued  to  give  five  or  six  grains  a  day,  combined 
with  cayenne,  for  several  <Jays.  Costiveness  was  obviated  by  the  use  of 
podophyllum  peltatum,  in  piils.  The  daily  use  of  the  electro-magnetic 
machine  was  continued  for  about  four  weeks.  Friction  with  stimulants 
was  used  occasionally. 

He  continued  to  improve,  until,  in  about  two  or  three  weeks,  he  could 
walk  about,  by  the  assistance  of  a  cane.  And,  finally,  he  can  now  go 
where  he  pleases,  without  a  cane,  and  enjoys  as  good  health  as  he  did 
before  the  attack.  He,  however,  still  feels  an  awkarduess  about  the 
right  leg.  What  benefit  was  derived  from  electricity,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  soy,  as  he  has  got  on  as  well  since  ceasing  to  use  the  machine,  as  he 
did  befre. 

Cac-e  2. — I  was  sent  for  at  a  distance  of  about  twenty  miles  to  a  man 
of  about  thirty-two  years  of  age,  laboring  under  a  very  severe  attack  of 
wire,  is,  termed  bilious  remittent  fever, — the  paroxisms  occurring  every 
thiccl  day,     I  arrived  at  his  house  at  uight,  about  twenty-four  hours  after 
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he  had  his  chill.  He  informed  me,  that  he  had  sent  for  me,  because  he 
did  not  wish  to  take  calomel  or  quinine, — calomel  was  so  injurious  to  the 
system,  and  quinine  was  so  bitter,  that  he  could  not  take  it,  and  it  would 
affect  his  head  so  much.  Nor  did  he  wish  to  take  lobelia, — that  was  so 
sickening;  nor  could  he  take  pepper, — that  would  burn  his  mouth  so 
badly. 

I  requested  him  to  take  some  composition  tea,  which  I  soon  had  ready 
for  him,  telling  him,  at  the  same  time,  that,  his  stomach  being  so  much 
out  of  order,  it  was  quite  probable  the  tea  would  cause  him  to  vomit. 
And  sure  enough  it  did.  He  then  accused  me  of  having  put  lobelia  into 
the  composition,  but  he  was  quite  glad  that  he  had  puked,  for  he  felt  so 
much  better,  after  vomiting  freely.  After  relieving  him  somewhat  by 
the  emetic,  I  continued  to  give  a  little  of  the  tea  occasionally,  and 
bathed  him  freely  with  a  solution  of  carbonate  of  soda,  until  his  fever 
had  completely  cooled  down.  The  bowels  were  relieved  by  injections. 
He  slept  well  the  balance  of  the  night.  I  gave  him,  during  the  next 
two  days,  ten  pills  a  day,  which  did  not  affect  his  head  at  all.  He  was 
very  much  pleased  with  the  pills,  because  they  did  him  so  much  good, 
and  did  not  affect  his  head  injuriously.  Each  pill  contained  one  grain 
of  sulph.  quin.,  two  of  capsicum,  and  about  one  grain  of  extract  of 
leontodon  taraxacum,  rolled  in  ulmus  fulva.  I  also  used  a  few  pills  of 
podophyllum  peltatum.  The  above  treatment,  being  continued  for  a 
few  days,  the  patient  soon  recovered. 

Case  3. — I  gave  a  patient  liberty  to  eat  some  fried  chicken.  .  The 
cook  put  on  the  chicken,  (as  she  afterwards  said,)  a  handful  of  salt, 
fried  it  nicely,  and  the  patient  eat,  nearly  or  quite  all  of  it.  After  a  few 
hours,  and  in  the  night,  insatiable  thirst  and  high  fever  tormented  the 
patient.  He  knew  not  what  to  do.  He  drank  water,  but  was  as  thirsty 
as  ever.  He  thought  of  drinking  as  lono-  as  he  could  swallow,  and  kill 
himself  at  once  ;  but  he  did  not  know  how  to  manage  to  keep  it  from 
being  found  out,  that  he  had  killed  himself  with  water.  While  he  was 
in  this  fix,  I  was  called  in.  I  immediately  gave  him  capsicum,  about 
half  a  teaspoonful  ;  tine,  lob.,  one  teaspoonful ;  bicarb,  sod.,  half  tea- 
spoonful, — in  a  little  water.  I  bathed  him  about  one  hour  with  a  solu- 
tion of  carb.  sod.,  of  lukewarm  temperature.  His  fever  cooled  off,  his 
thirst  entirely  ceased,  and  he  went  to  sleep.  He  was  no  worse  off  the 
next  day  than  usual.  J.  B.  Spiers. 

Dinwiddie  Co.,  Va. 


H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  REMEDIES. 

Occasionally  we  have  referred  to  the  efficacy  and  value  of  these  reme- 
dies in  the  case  of  tuberculous  disease.  Whatever  may  be  said  of  the 
principle  on  which  they  act, — whether  there  is,  according  to  the  theory 
of  Dr.  S.,  an  increase  of  the  electrical  current  of  the  system,  or  some 
other  kind  of  agency,  facts  have  shown  us  quite  satisfactorily,  that,  in 
many  cases,  they  do  possess  a  tonic  influence,  suited  to  relieve  different 
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forms  of  scrofulous  disease,  especially  pulmonary  affections.  In  our 
hands,  they  have  seemed  to  take  effect,  in  some  cases  which  have  resisted 
the  power  of  other  remedies.  At  any  rate,  we  think  them  worthy  of  a 
fair  trial,  and  we  would  like  to  know  what  is  the  testimony  of  others' 
experience  in  the  matter.     [Ed.  Jour.] 


From  the  Water  Cure  Journal. 

RESULTS  OE  HYDROPATHY. 

BY  R.  T.  TRALL,  M.  D. 

Those  who  have  made  themselves  acquainted  with  the  philosophy  of 
this  truly  "reformed"  system  of  the  healing  art,  need  no  prophet's  ken  to 
perceive  that,  vast  as  have  been  its  beneficient  results  thus  far,  wide- 
spread as  have  already  become  its  doctrines  and  advocates,  and  mighty 
as  has  been  the  revolution  it  has  already  worked  in  the  minds  of  hund- 
reds of  thousands  as  regards  their  views  of  the  prevention  and  cure  of 
disease,  yet  still  happier  results,  still  greater  effects,  still  mightier  chang- 
es are  among  those  "coming  events"  now  unmistakably  ''casting  their 
shadows  before." 

Hydropathy  dates  back  only  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Ten  years  ago  it 
was  scarcely  talked  of  in  the  United  States.  It  was  discovered  by  the 
plain,  matter-of-fact , unsophisticated  observation,  and  modeled,  into  a  sys- 
tem, by  the  careful  experience  and  practical  judgment  of  an  illiterate 
German  peasant — illiterate  as  far  as  the  schools  of  medicine  are  concern- 
ed. Happily  for  its  unparalleled  success  and  prospective  triumph  over 
the  accumulated  errors  of  three  thousand  years,  his  mind  remains  unoc- 
cupied with  the  learned  jargon  of  medical  books,  and  untrammeled  with 
the  conflicting  vagaries  of  their  authors  to  this  day.  The  water-cure 
system  never  could  have  been  as  well  developed  by  a  mind  once  biased 
by  the  speculations,  and  "cabined,  cribbed,  confined,"  by  the  approved 
theories  of  what  is  called  regular  orthodox  medical  science.  It  wanted 
just  such  a  man  as  Vincent  Preissnitz. 

What  is  Hydropathy  ?  Not  as  many  suppose  the  mere  use  of  cold,  wet 
sheets,  douches  and  plunges,  and  other  ivatery  appliances  ;  but  the  ex- 
external  and  internal  employment  of  water  of  all  appropriate  temperatures 
in  every  remedial  way,  together  with  a  general  physiological  regimen  and 
the  regulation  of  all  the  voluntary  habits  according  to  the  laws  of  life 
and  health.  In  plainer  parlance,  it  is  the  adaptation  of  water,  tempera- 
ture, air,  exercise,  clothing,  food,  and  drink,  to  the  preservation  of  health, 
and  the  removal  of  disease.  It  contemplates  the  use  of  Nature's  materia 
medica  according  to  her  own  laws. 

Why  should  not  such  a  system  meet  the  most  uncompromising  oppo- 
sition from  all  who  are  established  in  and  satisfied  with  the  existing  order 
of  things?  Why  should  not  prejudice,  pride,  ignorance,  and  interest 
join  in  one  loud  clamor  against  it.     The  "old  svstem"  has  all  the  charm 

-J  O  J 

of  impenetrable  mystery  ;  its  language  is  vague  and  indefinite  to  its  pro- 
fessors and  pupils  alike  ;  i*s  subjects  are  relieved  from   all   thought   and 
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responsibility  for  the  sufficient  reason  that  it  is  wholly  beyond  their  com- 
prehension, while  it>  practitioners,  to  provu  th.  ir  science  and  skill,  have 
only  to  talk  utterly  unintelligible,  and  write  prescriptions  in  a  language 
which  is  a  dead  letter  to  the  rabble.  Hydropathy  proposes  to  demolish 
the  whole  vast  superstructure  of  a  system  built  on  false  principles,  to  rest 
itself  on  the  simplest,  clearest  truths  of  nature,  to  address  the  common 
sense  and  common  reason  of  all  persons  and  enable  all  persons  to  be 
their  own  physicians  if  they  please,  or  to  live  so  as  to  need  none  if  they 
choose.  Why  should  it  not  be  opposed,  rid  culed,  contemned  every- 
thing- except  reasoned  against? 

What  has  Hydropathy  done  ?  It  has  cured  three-fourths  of  all  who 
have  thoroughly  tested  it,  after  having  been  doctored  for  years  to  their 
disadvantage,  or  pronounced  incurable  It  has  reformed  some  scores  of 
conscientious  physicians  out  o\'  their  practice.  Some  who  have  become 
familiar  with  this  treatment  will  not  prescribe  drugs  at  all.  Others,  <mce 
in  the  habit  of  using  them  "  heroically,"  have  reduced  the  quan;iiy  to  in- 
finitesimal proportions,  with  a  tendency  still  onwards  towards  the  ''last 
dilution."  It  has  spread  its  institutions  over  the  three  most  enlightened 
nations  of  the  globe;  and  it  has  everywhere  found  its  patr-.ns  among  the 
reading,  thinking,  self-made  portions  of  community.  It  has  relieved 
thousands  of  families  from  the  tr  <ubie  of  running  constantly  after  the 
family  physician,  and  taught  them  that  the  stream  of  small  change  con- 
tinually flowing  from  their  pockets  into  the  apothecary's  sub-treasurv, 
has  been  a  little  worse  than  wasted.  Above  all,  it  has,  in  connection 
with  its  kindred  reformatory  sciences,  Phrenology  and  Physiology,  pre- 
sented the  philosophy  of  life  and  health  to  the  public  mind  in  a  way  that 
the  great  masses  can  understand,  and  will  ultimately  appreciate  and 
practice. 

What  can  Hydropathy  do?  Let  me  illustrate  this  position  by  a  sup- 
posed ease,  which  shall  represent  the  real  state  of  affairs  in  the  medical 
world. 

A.  B.  has  been  an  invalid.  His  case  was  most  deplorable;  his  malady 
was  most  inveterate ;  his.  disease  was  as  obstinate  as  diseases  treated 
secundum  art  em  usually  are.  He  had  consulted  all  the  greatest  doctors 
of  the  country.  Ten  different  ph  sici  ns,  all  regularly  bred,  and  legal- 
ly diplomatized,  had  carried  him  through  their  "cures."  One  thou-ht 
he  had  the  liver  complaint,  and  gave  him  a  course  of  blue  pill  and  tarax- 
acum.. Another  conceived  his  case  to  be  mucous  dyspepsia,  and  prescrib- 
ed a  course  of  ipecac  and  opium.  The  next  thought  he  dyspep  ia  was 
more  <*f  the  nervous  character,  and  recommended  nitrate  of  silver  and 
coniuin.  The  fourth  imagined  t he  whole  trouble  was  nervous  debility, 
and  dosed  the  patient  with  tincture  of  ir.»n  and  quinine.  The  next  in 
orier  strongly  suspected  that  all  originated  in  a  chronic  constipation  of 
the  bowels  and  put  him  through  a  vigorous  course  of  scammony  and 
gamboge.  The  sixth  regarded  the  complaint  as  chronic  hepatitis,  and 
bled  and  blistered.  The  seventh,  considered  it  might  be  a  spinal  irrita- 
tion, and  ordered  plasters  and  issues  to  the  back.  The  eighth  conclu- 
ded it  moot,  decidedly  an  example  of  enlargement  of  the  mesenteric  glands, 
and  administered  a  course  of  salts  and  antimony.  The  ninth  pronounc- 
ed it  a  clear  case  q{  marasmus,  or  wasting  away,  and  energized  the  vital 
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functions  with  arsenic  and  wine.  The  tenth  declared  it  a  complicated 
malady,  and,  beginning  at  the  first  page  of  the  pharmacopoeia,  prescrib- 
ed in  regular  order  all  the  formulas  to  the  end  of  the  book  ;  when,  to  his 
great  amazement,  he  discovered  that  it  was  one  of  those  very  extraordi- 
nary cases  where  it  is  necessary  to  "  to  throw  physic  to  the  dogs"  and 
advise  a  change  of  climate. 

This  Inst  prescription  the  patient  could  not  avail  himself  of,  for  the 
reason  that  his  "substance  was  all  spent  ;'  so,  in  very  despair,  he  applied 
to  a  hydropathist.  The  water  doctor  could  find  no  name  for  the  com- 
plaint more  learned  than  that  of  physical  infirmity.  With  this  view  of 
the  case,  he  went  to  work.  He  bathed,  soaked,  and  rubbed  his  skin, 
which  gave  his  pores  a  little  breathing  room,  and  helped  his  marasmus 
and  nervous  debility.  He  also  applied  the  "  packing  "  to  the  whole  body, 
and  the  douche  to  his  back,  which  relieved  his  liver  complaint,  mesen- 
teric difficulty,  and  spinal  affection  He  gave  the  patient  plain,  simple, 
natural  food,  and  water  to  drink,  took  off  his  flannel,  changed  his  feath- 
er bed  to  a  cool  mattress,  and  gave  him  a  bountiful  supply  of  air  and  ex- 
ercise, which  cured  his  constipation  and  dyspepsia;  in  fact,  what  the 
doctors  had  left  of  him  was  well. 

Bnt  the  consequences  of  this  affiir  do  not  stop  here.  Men  will  natu- 
ral'y  reason — if  these  simple  agents  were  so  managed  as  to  etTect  a  cure 
after  such  powerful  doctoring  had  failed,  could  they  not  have  cured  more 
readily  still  in  the  first  instance?  Nor  will  the  inquiry  cease  at  this 
point.  It  will  be  further  suggested — if  these  same  means  could  have 
cured  in  the  first  instance,  why  could  they  not  have  prevented  the  dis- 
ease entirely?  Nor  yet  is  the  investigation  closed.  If  these  -means  cant 
cure  or  prevent  such  a  complicated  disease,  why  not  do  tne  same  with 
many  other  diseases?  Yet  one  step  further — if  they  can  prevent  or  cure 
many  other  diseases,  why  not  all  other  diseases  ?  "To  this  complexion 
it  will  come  at  last." 

There  is  one  point  in  the  application  of  Hydropathy  very  generally 
misapprehended.  Because  it  has  been  thus  far  mainly  confined  to  .the 
treatment  of  chronic  diseases,  to  patching  shattered  constitutions,  to 
lengthening  out  the  liv<-s  of  those  who  have  been  doctored  almost  into 
their  graves,  to  ridding  the  systems  of  broken-down  invalids  of  the  dguble 
poison  of  disease  and  drugs,  to  treating  diseases  abandoned  as  incurable 
by  everything  else,  many  people  suppose  this  is  its  appropriate  field.  It 
is  a  great  mistake. 

The  great  advantage  of  this  system  is  its  perfect  adaptation  to  acute 
diseases  of  all  kinds,  to  every-day  disorders,  to  persons  in  the  meridian  of 
life  suddenly  attacked  with  dangerous  complaints.  The  lengthened  cat- 
alogue of  deaths  from  consumption,  fevers,  inflammations,  bowel  com- 
plaints, convul-ions  and  other  infantile  diseases,  might  be  nearly  erased 
from  our  bills  of  mortality  by  a  timely  resort  to  the  water-treatment.  It 
has  been  tried  in  many  places  with  almost  uniform  success  m  small-pox, 
measles,  scarlet,  typhus,  ship,  and  bilious  fevers;  in  fact,  in  all  the  most 
prevalent  diseases  known. 

Its  crowning  glo-y  is,  however,  as  already  intimated,  the  application 
of  the  laws  of  life  and  health  to  the  prevention  of  disease.  Very  few 
persons  will  ever  resort  to  drugs,  who  have  once  thoroughly  acquainted 
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themselves  with  the  practical  details  of  the  water-treatment,  whatever 
accidents  befal  or  complaints  attack  them.  They  will  find,  in  their  own 
voluntary  habits,  the  chief  sources  of  their  afflictions,  and,  in  their  proper 
regulation,  they  will  find  ample  remedial  powers. 


ECLECTIC  MEDICAL  INSTITUTE,  ROCHESTER.  N.  Y. 

[We  are  happy  to  give  insertion  to  the  following  notice  of  the  Eclectic  Medical 
Institute  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.  We  happen  to  be  somewhat  acquainted  with  a  por- 
tion of  the  Faculty,  and  have  lately  had  conversation  and  correspondence  with 
them.  They  assure  us,  that  they  are  established  on  the  no-poison  or  physo-medi- 
cal  principle  ;  and,  if  so,  that  is  all  we  ask, — names  are  nothing.  And  here,  by  the 
way,  we  will  remark,  that  we  think  reformers  in  medicine,  ought  to  cultivate  a 
deeper  feeling  of  common  interest  in  what  is  really  a  common  cause.  Prejudice, 
in  regard  to  names,  has  often,  we  have  no  doubt,  kept,  from  a  harmonious  co-opera- 
tion, those  who  have  differed  but  little,  or  even  none  at  all,  in  sentiment.  Let  us 
all  try  to  remember,  that  "  union  is  strength  ;"  and,  so  far  as  we  really  have  the 
same  object  in  view,  let  our  exertions  be  united.  Wherever  our  differences  are  real, 
but  of  minor  importance,  let  us  agree  to  differ,  and  contend  only  against  such  errors 
as  positively  demand  reform.     Ed.  Jour.'] 

The  second  annual  Course  of  Instruction  in  this  Institution  will  com- 
mence on  Wednesday,  the  1st  day  of  August,  L849,  and  continue  12 
weeks.  Lectures  will  be  given  daily  by  the  Professors,  upon  their  re- 
spective departments,  preceded  by  a  critical  examination  upon  the  subject 
of  the  previous  lecture.     The  arrangements  are  as  follows  : 

FACULTY. 

Z.  FREEMAN,  M.  D.,  Anatomy  and  Surgery. 

L.  E.   JONES,  M.  D.,    Theory  and  Practice,   Materia  Medica,  and 

Botany. 
O.  DAVIS,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics,  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 
B.  L.    HILL,    M.    D.,    Physiology,  Clinical  Surgery,  and  Medical 

Jurisprudence. 
WM.  W.  HADLEY,  M.  D.,  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 

Fees  for  the  Course  $30 — Matriculation  $5,  Graduation, $15.  Some 
trifling  incidental  expense  may  be  required  in  the  Anatomical  Department. 

The  encouragement  which  the  Faculty  have  received  from  Eclectic 
practitioners  in  Western  New-York,  during  the  last  two  years,  assures 
them,  that  they  are  warranted  in  extending  the  time,  as  well  as  to  greatly 
increase  the  facilities  for  a  more  thorough  and  efficient  course  of  Instruc- 
tion upon  all  the  departments  in  Medicine. 

In  accordance  with  this  view,  arrangements  have  been  fully  completed 
which  will  enable  them  to  give  a  thorough  and  complete  course  of  In- 
struction, every  department  being  efficiently  represented,  and  ably  sus- 
tained.    Great  pains  have    been  taken   to  amplify   their   resources  for 
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illustrating    the    practical    instruction    imparted,    especially    upon    the 
Anatomical,  Obstetric,  and  Chemical  departments. 

Ample  material  has  been  carefully  prepared  expressly  for  the  purpose 
of  anatomical  demonstration,  as  well  as  models,  in  addition  to  the  pre- 
pared specimens,  drawings,  skeletons,  paintings,  &,c,  which  have  been 
heretofore  used. 

The  subject  of  3Iidwifery  will  be  treated  in  a  full  and  complete 
manner. 

The  Chemical  Department  will  be  sustained  with  ability,  and  nothing 
vvilPbe  lacking  to  complete  as  thorough  a  Chemical  course  as  is  usually 
obtained  in  Medical  Institutions. 

For  the  departments  of  Materia  Medica  and  Theory  and  Practice, 
have  been  engaged  the  services  of  able  and  experienced  teachers,  who 
have  made  many  valuable  improvements,  the  result  of  their  investigation 
and  experience.  Many  improvements  have  been  developed  by  their  labors, 
and  by  their  co-adjutors  in  the  cause  of  Medical  Reform,  which  have 
not  received  general  publicity,  but  which  are  considered  important  items. 
in  scientific  progress. 

The  study  of  Hotany  will  be  clearly  elucidated  and  illustrated,  not 
only  by  indigenous  specimens,  which  are  abundant,  but  also  by  innumer- 
able foreign  productions,  of  the  richest  and  rarest  classes,  collected  in  the 
extensive  Botanical  Garden  at  Rochester.  A  full  variety  of  Exotic 
Medical  Plants  are  here  collected,  offering  to  the  Medical  Botanist  the 
most  available  opportunity  of  making  extensive  acquaintance  with  their 
generic  character,  description,  &c  ,  as  well  as  obtaining  specimen  varieties. 

Physiology  will  be  more  clearly  illustrated  in  all  its  practical  bearings, 
aided  by  the  Neurological  investigations  which  of  late  have  been  adduced, 
showing  the  perfect  inter-relation  which  subsists  between  the  mental, 
moral,  and  physical  manifestations.  They  also  demonstrate  the  co-inci- 
dences of  pathognomonic  occurences  as  dependant  upon  the  peculiar  or- 
ganism of  the  nervous  system,  its  development  and  power.  This  de- 
partment presents  an  unusual  amount  of  original  matter,  not  less  novel 
and  startling  than  truthful  and  practical. 

Assuming  the  Eclectic  position,  we  would  discourage  every  restrictive 
practice  opposed  to  the  progressive  energies  of  the  profession  ; — discoun- 
tenance every  arbitrary  impediment  brought  to  bear  against  contempora- 
ry and  rival  systems  of  practice.  We  would  not  manifest  a  preference 
for  ancient  experience,  and  the  authority  of  old  standard  writers  and  teach- 
ers, and  their  doctrines,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  enlightened  investigations 
and  progressive  experience  of  the  profession  at  large.  We  would  cher- 
ish free  inquiry  upon  all  medical  topics,  tolerate  liberty  of  opinion,  en- 
courage investigation,  and  patronize  liberality  of  sentiment,  and  by  so 
doing  favor  a  high  and  meritorious  stand  in  the  ranks  of  the  profession, 
which  sentiments  we  hold  are  compatible  with  the  onward  progress  of 
Medicine. 

This  Medical  Institution  is  the  only  one,  that  represents,  in  its  charac- 
ter and  principles,  the  views  of  the  educated  Eclectic  Physicians  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  which  possesses  the  confidence  and  co-operation 
of  its  co-laborers  in  other  States. 

As  advocates  of  the  American  System  of  practice,  we  contend,  as  a 
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principle,  that  all  our  remedial  means  and  measures  should  be  sanative 
in  their  nature,  and  by  their  operation  calculated  to  preserve  the  vital 
forces,  assisting  in  removing  disease,  without  injuring  the  integrity  of  the 
human  constitution.  We  believe  our  remedies  should  be  conservative 
to  the  living  principle,  and  not  constitutionally  hostile  to  it.  We  contend 
for  the  doctrine,  there  is  not  necessarily  an  incompatible  relation  existing 
between  man's  constitution  and  the  nature  and  operation  of  our  best 
remedial  agents,  which  unavoidably  cause  them  to  disorganize  or  per- 
manently impair  it.  We  believe  the  doctrine  of  the  necessity  of  comprom- 
ising the  stamina  of  our  bodies  in  order  to  successfully  treat  its  diseases, 
is  altogether  incompatible  with  sound  pathological  and  physiological  prin- 
ciples, and  its  fallacy  has  been  successfully  demonstrated  by  the  practice 
of  Eclectic  Physicians. 

The  prerequisites  for  graduation  are  three  years'study  in  the  office  of 
a  respectable  practitioner  of  medicine,  an  attendance  on  two  full  Courses 
of  Medical  Lectures — the  last  of  which  must  be  in  the  E.  M.  Institute 
at  Rochester — and  a  satisfactory  thesis,  written  on  some  subject  connec- 
ted with  Medicine  and  Surgery,  to  be  deposited  with  the  Dean  of  the 
Faculty,  together  with  the  sum  of  fifteen  dollars,  two  weeks  previous  to 
the  close  of  the  term. 

Such  only  as  are  duly  qualified  to  sustain  a  critical  and  rigorous  exam- 
ination upon  each  of  the  departments,  will  receive  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine.  Gentlemen  who  have  had  four  years'  reputable  practice, 
and  an  attendance  on  one  full  Course  of  Lectures,  will  be  admitted  to  the 
examination  for  a  degree.  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  who  are  regular  par- 
sons, will  be  admitted  to  an  attendance  upon  the  Lectures,  by  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Matriculation  fee.  Students  who  have  pre-paid  for  their 
attendance  at  the  E.  M.  College  at  Cincinnati,  until  they  complete  their 
studies,  will  also  be  admitted  in  this  Institution,  by  payment  of  the  Ma- 
triculation fee.  Students  attending  a  full  Course  in  this  Institution,  will 
be  credited  for  the  same  when  they  subsequently  attend  at  Cincinnati. 
Any  student,  by  the  pre-payment  of  $100,  will  be  entitled  to  two  or  more 
Courses  of  Lectures,  one  of  which  may  be  attended  in  the  E.  M.  College 
at  Cincinnati. 

Students  are  advised  to  furnish  themselves  with  one  or  more  text  books 
on  each  of  the  departments  above  named,  both  of  Old  School  and  Re- 
form publication.  As  the  Lectures  on  the  different  branches  commence 
and  proceed  simultaneously,  it  is  eminently  desirable  that  students  make 
their  arrangements  to  attend  at  the  opening  of  the  term.  For  further 
information  address,  po>t-paid,  WM.  W.  HADLEY,  M.  D., 

Rochester,  May  2d,  1849.  ■    Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
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The  fall  and  winter  Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  com- 
mence 1st  November,  1849,  and  continue  16  weeks.  Those  desiring 
further  information,  will  direct  a  letter,  post-paid,  to 

T.  V.  MORROW,  M.  D.,  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
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TETANUS  AND  SCIENCE  ! ! 

Dr.  Newton  : 

Dear  Sir, — A  few  years  since,  I  became  acquainted 
with  the  scientific  treatment  of  a  case  of  tetanus;  and,  as  the  result  was 
somewhat  curious,  I  have  thought  a  relation  of  the  facts  might  be  inter- 
esting to  your  readers. 

The  patient  was  a  lady  of  some  twenty  years  of  age,  who  had  been, 
for  some  time,  an  invalid.  She  had  a  complication  of  diseases,  arising 
from  a  deranged  state  of  the  stomach  and  bowels  ;  and,  as  the  principal 
remedies  exhibited  had  been  calomel,  opium,  salts  and  senna,  arsenic, 
&.G.,  it  is  not  strange,  that  she  was  "  nothing  bettered,  but  rather  grew 
worse."  At  the  time  to  which  I  refer,  she  was  subject  to  severe  spasms, 
commencing  in  the  stomach,  and  extending  to  the  limbs,  and  frequently 
to  the  whole  system.  Her  situation  was,  of  course,  distressing  in  the 
extreme,  as  those  will  readily  believe,  who  have  ever  had  a  slight  attack 
of  cramp  in  the  limbs. 

For  these  spasms,  bleeding  was  the  grand  specific.  If  the  first  bleed- 
ing did  not  afford  relief,  it  was  repeated  until  nature  gave  up  the  contest. 
One  day  the  physician  was  hastily  summoned  to  her  bedside,  where  he 
found  her  in  a  state  of  such  extreme  distress,  that  he  afterwards  said  she 
could  not  have  lived  many  hours.  The  lancet  was  immediately  pro- 
duced, and  the  ligature  applied;  but,  just  as  the  inexperienced  physician 
was  about  to  make  the  incision,  a  sudden  spasm  caught  the  arm,  and  the 
lancet  was  thrust  nearly  the  whole  length  into  the  quivering  flesh.     The 
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patient  shrieked ;  the  nurse  turned  pale,  and  dropped  the  bowl ;  and  the 
doctor  exclaimed,  in  evident  alarm,  "Where  did  that  lancet  go  to?" 
He  soon  recovered  his  self-possession,  and  said,  "  No  harm  is  done;" 
and,  after  taking  a  small  quantity  of  blood,  and,  finding  every  effort  to 
get  more  ineffectual,  he  bound  up  the  mangled  arm,  and  left  the  house, 
saying,  as  he  passed  out,  "  All  will  be  well."  He  was,  however,  mis- 
taken in  this;  for  the  arm  began  to  swell,  and  became  painful  in  the 
extreme,  and  highly  inflamed.  He  was  again  sent  for ;  and,  having 
come  reluctantly,  ordered  a  fomentation,  (which  had  previously  been 
applied,)  and  said,  "  It  will  soon  be  better."  Again  he  left,  striving  to 
appear  calm  and  indifferent,  although  his  anxious  looks  and  changing 
countenance  gave  plain  indications,  that  his  own  fears  were  all  upon  the 
qui  vive,  and  that  he  apprehended  the  worst  results  from  his  own  folly 
and  rashness. 

Another   night  of  pain,  horror,  and  suspense  passed  slowly  away,  and 
morning    brought    no    alleviation    to    the    extreme    anxiety    that   rent 
the  hearts  of  those  who  stood  beside  that  bed  of  anguish.     The  spasms 
had  again  returned, — changed,  indeed,  from  what  they  were  at  first,  but 
only  from  "  bad  to  worse/'     The  arm  was  swollen  almost  to  burstings 
the  limbs  were  cramped,   the   features  distorted,   and  the  jaws  firmly 
closed.     The  doctor  was  again  sent  for.     No  wonder  he  turned  pale  and 
trembled,  as  the  groans  from  that  bed  of  agony  met  his  ear  !     He  exam- 
ined the  patient,  pronounced  it  a  clear  case  of  tetanus,'and  then  prescribed 
for  it  according  to  the  most  approved  rules  of  science.     He  ordered  a 
spoonful  of  laudanum  once  in  two  hours;  and,  if  this  did  not  serve  to 
keep  the  patient  under  the  full  influence  of  it,  he  directed  to  increase 
the  dose,  until  it  had  that  effect.     A  large   blister  was   applied  to  the 
stomach,  and  another  to  the  back,  meeting  each  other  at  the  sides.     As 
soon  as  these  were  filled,  he  directed  to  have  the  skin  entirely  removed 
by  a  pair  of  sharp-pointed  scissors,  and  then  have  thern  dressed  with 
tartar-emetic  ointment.     He  again  bled  her  freely,  and  left  her  to  grapple 
with  the  additional  gratuitous  torment  he  had  bestowed  upon  her,  as  best 
she  could.     Another  morning  found  her  at  death's  door.     The  blisters 
drew  well,  and  were  dressed   according  to  direction,  by  the  attendants, 
who  were  heedless  of  the   shrieks,    and  groans,  and  tears  of  the  poor 
speechless  victim  of  science.     The  jaws  were  still  firmly  closed ;  and 
medicine  was  administered  by  pouring  it  into  the  mouth,  where  teeth 
had  been  extracted. 

The  doctor  had  called  again  the  evening  before  and  taken  another 
bowl  of  blood,  but  all  to  no  good  purpose.  Her  sufferings  increased  to 
such  a  degree,  that  no  one  could  sleep  in  the  house.  Laudanum  was 
given  without  stint  or  measure ;  but  still  there  was  no  relief.  The  atten- 
dants had  hoped  much  from  the  blisters;  but,  when,  on  dressing  these, 
the  only  effect  was  to  throw  her  into  strong  convulsions,  they  felt  that 
they  could  endure  the  sight  no  longer.  The  dressings  were  torn  off, 
and  the  bottle  of  laudanum  drained  to  the  last  drops ;  but  still,  there  was 
no  mitigation  of  the  horrible  suffering.  The  doctor  was  every  moment 
expected  with  a  fresh  supply ;  and  the  weary  moments  of  his  delay  were 
counted  by  the  throbbing  of  anxious  hearts.  Still  he  came  not.  An 
old   lady,  who  lived  near,  and  who  had  recently  followed  two  lovely 
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daughters  to  the  grave,  came  in  ;  and,  learning  the  cause  of  their  solici- 
tude, said  she  had  a  vial  of  laudanum  at  home,  that  was  left  for  her 
daughter,  just  before  she  died.  She  ran  home,  and  soon  returned  with 
the  vial,  from  which  a  liberal  dose  was  administered  to  the  patient.  She 
had  just  swallowed  it,  when  the  physician  came  in.  He  said  he  feared 
she  must  die  ; — he  had  done  all  he  could  for  her,  but  it  did  no  good. 
He  did  not  see  the  least  ray  of  hope  in  her  case ;  but  he  thought  it 
would  mitigate  the  severity  of  the  spasms,  if  he  should  bleed  her  again. 
He  accordingly  opened  a  vein,  and  sat  down  upon  the  side  of  the  bed, 
saying  he  would  hold  the  bowl  himself.  The  patient  had  been  for  some 
time  too  sick  to  open  her  eyes,  or  give  any  indication  of  sensibility, 
except  groans.  As  he  sat  gazing  upon  her  sunken  features,  which  he 
thought  must  soon  be  fixed  in  death,  she  suddenly  opened  her  eyes,  and 
said,  in  feeble  accents,  "  I  wish  you  would  not  bleed  me  to  death  ;"  at 
the  same  time,  making  an  effort  to  throw  herself  off  the  bed,  and  giving 
them  to  understand,  that  she  was  sick  at  the  stomach.  The  doctor  sprang 
to  his  feet,  as  though  struck  by  lightning;  and  he  afterwards  affirmed, 
that  he  should  not  have  been  more  surprised  to  see  a  corpse  rise  from 
the  tomb,  than  he  was  to  hear  her  speak. 

The  blood  was  instantly  stopped ;  and  the  patient  commenced  vomit- 
ing, throwing  off  an  enormous  quantity  of  morbid  matter,  which  seemed 
to  give  instant  relief.  The  doctor  knew  not  what  cause  to  assign  for  this 
sudden  change,  unless  it  was  the  effect  of  small  doses  of  ipecac,  which 
he  had  given,  as  he  said,  the  day  before.  This,  together  with  the  exter- 
nal irritation  and  the  loss  of  blood,  had,  in  some  mysterious  way,  effected 
the  change.  He  was  extremely  delighted  with  the  result,  and  said,  he 
should  report  the  case,  that  others  might  profit  by  the  information.  The 
patient,  however,  herself,  had  her  own  thoughts  respecting  this  strange 
cure.  She  knew  the  good  effect  was  produced  by  the  medicine  the  old 
lady  had  innocently  given  her  for  laudanum.  What  it  was  she  did  not 
know ;  and,  as  the  whole  was  taken,  she  had  no  means  of  learning 
what  it  really  was.  The  old  lady  was  sure  it  was  laudanum  ; — she  was 
quite  as  sure  it  was  not.  Years  passed  away, — years  of  bitter  agony — ± 
of  extreme  suffering — such  as  few  in  this  world  are  called  to  endure.  At 
length,  when  all  other  means  had  been  tried  in  vain,  she  was  induced  to 
apply  to  a  Botanic  physician.  He  gave  her  medicine,  that  he  said  would 
act  as  an  emetic,  if  the  stomach  was  foul,  not  otherwise.     The  moment 

she  tasted  it,  she  exclaimed,  "  Ah  !  this  is  the  medicine  that  Mrs. 

gave  me,  when  I  had  the  lockjaw.  I  have  never  seen  anything  like  it 
since."  The  next  day  she  asked  her  new  doctor  what  it  was  which  he 
had  given  her,  and  he  replied,  "  The  principal  ingredient  is  lobelia." 

Qbservo. 


ADVICE  TO  MIDWIVES. 

My  dear  sisters  : — Lest,  being  long  trifled  with,  you  become  dis- 
couraged, I  cheerfully  address  you,  with  an  unshaken  confidence  in  our 
beneficent  Creator,  who  pronounced  very  good  all  things  which  he  had 
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made.  Virtue  is  undeniably  the  richest  gem  ever  bestowed  upon  us. 
Knowing  this  truth,  I  counsel  you,  as  your  friend,  not  to  forsake  the 
paths  of  our  worthy  matrons.  Follow  strictly  their  example  ;  and,  if 
possible,  save  the  feelings  of  every  American  lady.  Remember,  that, 
notwithstanding  our  first  mother's  yielding  to  the  temptation  of  the- ser- 
pent, the  banner  of  virtue,  beautiful  and  victorious,  has  continued  to 
wave  over  our  head.  Its  lustre,  however,  has  been  somewhat  dimmed 
by  the  oppression  of  the  cruel  one,  within  the  last  two  centuries;  but, 
truly,  it  now  assumes  its  former  brilliancy.  You  are,  therefore,  called 
upon  to  engage  in  this  great  moral  reform,  with  renewed  vigor.  To 
strengthen,  then,  yourselves  in  the  strength  which  Qod  has  given  you  is 
your  bounden  duty.  His  promises  are  unchangable  ;— then  be  constant 
every  one  of  you.  Learned  or  unlearned,  if  you  have  ever  assisted  a 
mother  in  her  labor,  refuse  not  to  do  the  same  again.  "  Why  should  a 
medical  man  wish  to  intrude  himself  into  the  chamber  of  parturition, — 
urging  upon  poor  deluded  woman  the  necessity  of  his  attendance, — unless 
he  is  lost  to  common  decency  and  propriety  ?" 

"  Dame  nature  well  her  part  displays 
4  And  wily  doctors  seek  the  praise." 

Unquestionably  we  are  held  in  bondage  ;  but  we  have  many  friendsr 
among  the  great  and  good,  who  are  ready  to  rescue  us.  Let  us  now  take 
a  stand.  You  are  acquainted  with  the  female  heart.  You  are  sensible 
that  the  finer  feelings  of  the  mind  were  granted  us  for  our  protection, — 
the  reducing  of  which  produces  a  wounded  spirit.  Be  determined,  then, 
to  protect  and  guide  the  unthinking.  Show  the  picture  in  its  true  light; 
and  you  will  never  find  one  willing  to  submit  to  such  relentless  hands. 
Those  of  my  sisters  who  have  the  knowledge  of  anatomy,  and  realize 
the  unspeakable  happiness  of  midwifery,  will  continue  to  hasten  to 
every  expecting  mother,  with  pure  love  and  kindness,  without  turning 
aside  to  beg  permission  of  any  person,  who  never  can  know  the  feelings 
of  a  mother,  and  therefore  never  can  enjoy  that  hopeful  blessedness. 
Those  who  are  unlearned  and  wish  to  understand  the  most  intricate  par- 
ticulars of  the  science,  I  presume  may  apply,  with  confidence,  to  Dr. 
Porter  of  Waltham,  who,  no  doubt,  would  be  happy  to  instruct  a  Class, 
as  it  would  so  much  rejoice  his  heart  to  have  this  part  of  medical  prac- 
tice in  your  hands.  It  is  only  to  ask  and  receive,  if  you  can  use  a  pair 
of  scissors.  But  then  you  are  unfledged.  Well,  to  obviate  this  difficulty,, 
furnish  yourselves  with  a  goosequill,  devoting  a  little  time  to  make  it  em- 
bellishing, and  you  will  not  be  disappointed.  It  is  very  probable  you 
may  make  some  mistakes,  if  you  depend  wholly  upon  book  knowledge. 
If  any  distinguished  writer  may  be  credited,  all  are  subjected  to  blunders. 
But  this  is  certain,  if  you  take  the  uterus  for  the  placenta,  you  are  in 
much  greater  error,  than  when  you  mistake  the  cervix  of  the  organ  for 
the  fundus.  It  is  not  possible, — with  or  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
anatomy  of  the  pelvis, — without  instruments,  to  commit  such  cruelties 
as  we  find  recorded  by  the  most  experienced  accoucheurs  in  the  civilized 
world.  Deaths  of  the  most  aggravated  form  have  again  and  again  agitat- 
ed the  community.  Many,  very  many,  have  been  the  cases  that  were 
meliorated  by  the  timely  interposition  of  some  judicious  nurse.     Stilly 
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the  ignorance  of  females  is  ever  thrown  in  our  way,  as  the  paramount 
obstruction  to  deter  us  from  our  duty.  Does  not  every  son  of  Columbia 
profess  to  be  our  friend  ?  Then,  why  suffer  us  to  be  neglected,  until  we 
are  forsaken  and  condemned  for  the  very  failings,  of  which,  if  they  do  exist, 
they  themselves  are  the  sole  founders.  Our  friend  P.  of  necessity  con- 
siders the  Hottentots  incapable  of  perpetuating  their  race, — it  being 
impracticable  by  a  want  of  technicalities.  Is  it  so  with  the  savages,  in 
the  wilds  of  America?  Gather,  for  your  own  special  benefit,  from  the 
best  historical  acconnts,  and  make  your  own  comment.  Then  criticise 
with  the  experienced  physician.  Question  him  with  regard  to  the  young 
practitioner,  and  he  will  tell  you,  he  would  rather  be  in  possession  of  his 
knowledge  by  practice,  than  of  all  he  himself  ever  gained  by  study. 
Now,  if  you  have  ever  gained  anything  for  certainty,  you  are  favored 
with  a  rich  opportunity  to  acquire  a  theory  adequate  to  your  profession. 
Do  not  be  led  astray  by  any  selfish  lecturer,  who  may,  by  way  of  apology, 
abruptly  introduce  his  indecorous  language,  by  stating  that,  "  to  the  pure, 
all  thing  are  pure  ;"  and,  to  a  numerous  audience  of  ladies,  make  such 
unprecedented  statements,  endeavoring  to  leave  a  lasting  impression  on 
the  mind,  when  he  avers,  your  husband  possesses  no  more  sympathy  for 
you,  when  in  a  state  of  utero-o-estation,  than  a  beast.  Believe  him  not. 
We  have  never  found  it  so.  Every  man  of  pure  morals  and  unsullied 
character  is  affectionate  and  kind  at  all  times,  and  would  not  hesitate  to 
risk  his  own  life  to  save  you  and  your  tender  offspring.  Remember, 
Dr.  Wieting  condemns  us  all  as  guilty  of  false  modesty.  If  he  is  true, 
we  surely  cannot  long  continue  in  possession  of  any  other.  Pardon  the 
mistaken  doctor,  dear  ladies,  and  bury  his  idle  speeches  in  oblivion. 
Regard  your  husbands  as  your  lords ;  and  the  number  will  soon  be 
reduced  to  a  cipher,  who  are  boasting  of  their  power  to  lead  captive  silly 
women. 

Now,  I  would  ask,  in  the  language  of  another,  "  Why  has  the  practice 
of  midwifery  been  snatched  from  the  hands  of  women,  to  whom  it  has 
been  confided  by  public  consent?  Do  they  not  possess  all  the  requisites 
for  so  delicate  and  sacred  an  office  ?  Are  they  deficient  in  intellect,  that 
their  rights  should  be  usurped  by  the  medical  profession,  who  are  deter- 
mined to  make  the  healing  art,  in  all  its  branches,  an  odious  monopoly? 
Look,  for  a  moment,  at  Madame  Boivin,  who  superintended  the  delivery 
of  more  than  twenty  thousand  women,  and  wrote  a  work  on  midwifery 
which  is  quoted  as  authority,  by  the  medical  Faculty,  in  Europe  and 
America.  If  a  woman  is  capable  of  teaching  the  principles  of  midwifery 
to  large  Classes  of  students  in  the  capital  of  France,  surely  those  of  her 
sex  are  competent  to  administer  to  each  other's  wants  and  necessities,  in 
this  highly  favored  country." 

It  is  true,  society  has  changed,  and  the  refined  and  delicate  sensibility 
which  characterized  former  ages,  has,  in  a  degree,  lost  its  influence  upon 
the  people  of  the  present  day.  We  have  shown  a  disposition  to  go  back- 
ward in  morals,  and  make  a  sacrifice  of  all  that  is  dear  to  female  delicacy. 
Now,  my  sisters,  let  every  opportunity  be  improved  to  accomplish  this 
great  and  most  desirable  reform.  It  has  been  encouraged,  by  the  literati 
and  the  good,  quite  a  number  of  years  ;  but,  by  reason  of  the  love  of  the 
great  and  powerful  Dollar,  respect  has  prevailed  against  us.     Well,  it  is 
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written,  "  The  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil."  Truth  has  been 
veiled  ;  and,  as  the  light  has  been  shut  from  our  sight,  many  are  still  in 
darkness.  But  fear  not  the  oppressor.  Go  forward ;  be  reasonable ; 
and  you  will  find  favor  with  the  just  and  good.  When  you  find  dis- 
couragements in  the  way,   refer  your   mind   to  the  sentiments  of  the 

poet, 

11  Truth  crushed  to  earth  shall  rise  again, 

The  eternal  years  of  God  are  hers  ; 
But  error,  wounded,  writhes  in  pain, 

And  dies  amid  her  worshipers." 

Be. cautious  of  obstructing  nature's  own  handy  work;  careful  of  using 
narcotics;  discard  ergot;  never  rack  the  system,  with  pain  in  every  part, 
when  we  have  those  beautiful  remedies  so  perfectly  in  accordance  with 
nature's  laws.  Yours  in  truth, 

Newburyport,  June  3c?,  1849.  Mrs.  Benj.  Thurlow. 


From  the  Water-Cure  Journal, 

CASES  OF    TYPHUS  FEVER,   TREATED  BY  ALLOPATHY 

AND  HYDROPATHY. 

That  " facts  are  stubborn  things."  is  incontrovertible;  and  the  follow- 
ing/*^ will  speak  for  itself,  and  needs  no  comment  from  us. 

The  writer  of  the  following  communication  is  a  personal  friend  of 
ours,  and  a  man  of  good  sound  judgment,  as  well  as  of  undoubted  ve- 
racity, and  those  who  will  dare  to  follow  the  "  path  that  he  has  trod," 
will  find  ever  afterward,  that  it  will  require  more  courage  to  follow  the 
steps  of  his  first,  than  his  last  experiment. 

Springfield,  3fass. 

S.  R.  Wells,  Esq. — Dear  Sir  ;  Since  I  wrote  last,  1  have  passed 
through  a  "right  smart"  attack  of  typhus  fever,  and  have  "come  off  con- 
queror," through  the  divine  instrumentality  of  pure  cold  water.  As 
you  have,  to  some  extent,  interested  yourself  in  the  success  of  water-cure 
in  this  country,  a  brief  account  of  my  case  may  not  be  wholly  without 
interest.  That  the  merits  of  the  water  treatment  may  be  the  more  ap- 
parent, I  will  contrast  my  condition  under  the  same  disease,  in  the  one 
case,  treated  by  drugs  administered  by  hands  reputed  skilful,  and,  in  the 
other  and  last  case,  by  cold  water  only.  One  year  ago,  last  October,  1 
was  prostrated  by  this  disease  ;  and,  although  my  judgment  had  been  con- 
vinced that  water  would  be  the  safest  and  most  efficient  remedy,  when 
properly  applied,  yet  I  knew  nothing  of  its  practical  application,  and  at 
that  time  there  was  not  a  physician  in  the  place  but  was  in  this  respect 
equally  ignorant.  What  was  I  to  do?  The  disease  was  making  alarm- 
ing progress.  Friends  advised  to  send  for  the  doctor.  I  consented,  and 
he  came. 

The  cause  of  the  disease,  he  said  was  a  "  derangement  of  the  nervous 
system  of  organic  life — that  my  liver  was  in  consequence  entirely  tor- 
pid," and  added  that  he  should  have  to  give  me  "a  thorough  portion  of 
calomel."  How  calomel  could  produce  a  re-arrangement  of  "  the  ner- 
vous system,"  and  thereby  remove  the  assigned  cause,  I  confess  I   was 
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unable  to  comprehend.     How  potent  are  the  dicta  of  an  M.  D.,  especially 
when  clothed  in  the  technicalities  of  his  profession ! 

As  the  case  stood,  I  foolishly  thought,  that  I  had  to  choose  between 
the  horns  of  a  dilemma — death  or  calomel — and  I  made  choice  of  the 
latter.  Eleven  doses  of  that  detestable  drug  were  taken,  with  sufficient 
opium  and  laudanum  given  to  prevent  insanity !  I  had,  however,  during 
the  operation,  now  and  then  a  lucid  moment,  when,  like  Dives,  I  would 
"wake  up  in  torment."  It  seemed  as  if  molten  lead  were  pouring  through 
every  vein  of  my  system,  and  yet  there  was  no  Lazarus  permitted  to  offer 
"a  drop  of  cold  water."  Between  me  and  that  element  there  was  a 
"  great  gulf  fixed."  Never  will  the  impressions  of  that  horrid  period  be 
effaced  from  my  memory  ; — they  will  ever  remain  a  lively  foretaste  of 
the  miseries  of  the  damned. 

Owing  to  a  naturally  strong  constitution,  in  spite  of  the  disease  and 
the  medicine,  I  weathered  the  storm,  though  somewhat  damaged.  Since 
then,  I  have  felt  that  my  vitality  was  well-nigh  consumed — the  vigor  of 
youth  departed. 

Whether  the  same  causes  have  been  in  operation  to  produce  this  dis- 
ease again,  or  not,  I  will  not  take  it  upon  me  to  affirm.  Yet,  within  the 
last  fifteen  days,  I  have  had  a  renewal  of  the  visit. 

I  at  once  resolved  to  treat  my  guest  in  a  wholly  different  manner.  I 
was  conveyed  to  a  water-cure  establishment  recently  fitted  up  in  this 
place  ;  and,  through  the  treatment  there,  the  fever  entirely  left  me  within 
twerrty-four  hours. 

During  the  course  of  treatment,  the  calomel  that  had  been  for  months 
snugly  quartered  among  the  bones  and  muscles,  received  an  imperative 
notice  to  quit.  Thanks  to  water,  its  ejectment  is  now  complete !  Like 
other  bad  tenants,  it  made  all  the  trouble  it  could,  before  leaving. 

1  will  not  weary  you  with  a  detailed  description  of  the  difference  in 
my  present  health  and  feelings,  when  compared  with  their  state  under 
drug  administration,  but  simply  say,  that  I  now  feel  young ;  but  I  then 
felt  old.  Then  I  could  scarcely  "  drag  my  slow  length  along;"  now  I 
would  risk  a  small  wager  that  I  can  outleap — Colonel  Fremont's  woolly 
horse.  Truly  yours, 

JOHN  BROWN,  Jr. 


From  the  American  Phrenological  Journal. 

SLEEP-ITS  OFFICE  TO  RESTORE  WASTE. 

Whether  the  following  is  strictly  scientific  or  not,  it  is  at  least  very 
plausible,  and  coincides  with  the  fact  that  growing  children  sleep  abun- 
dantly. That  the  function  of  sleep  is  most  important  is  perfectly  obvious, 
from  the  system's  imperious  demand  for  it.  Of  course,  its  office  is 
correspondingly  imperious.  And  the  function  here  ascribed  to  it,  looks 
so  reasonable  as  to  command  attention.  Just  as  we  are  going  to  sleep, 
we  feel  a  warm,  glowing,  comfortable,  happy  feeling,  as  if  the  ebb-tide 
of  exhaustion  was  called  back  by  the  flood-tide  of  re-supply.  At  all 
events,  to  rob  the  system  of  what  sleep  it  generally  requires,  is  the  worst 
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form  of  personal  folly.  Even  when  excessive  eating  causes  an  appetite 
for  sleep — and  gormandizing  always  produces  lethargy — gratify  that  ap- 
petite, only  be  careful  not  to  eat  so  much  next  time  as  to  cause  stupor — 
of  which  over-eating  is  a  principal  cause.     But  to  the  article  itself: 

"  Solidification — that  is,  the  conversion  of  blood  into  the  solid  parts 
of  the  body — goes  on  only  during  sleep.  The  chief  end,  indeed,  and 
object  and  intention  of  sleep,  would  seem  to  be  this  final  assimilation  of 
our  food — this  solidification  of  the  blood  into  the  several  solid  parts  of 
the  body. 

"  The  accomplishment  of  this  miraculous  change  seems  to  have  re- 
quired the  perfect  concentration  of  all  the  energies  of  the  system  upon 
itself.  It  seems  to  have  required,  that  the  attention  (if  I  may  so  speak) 
of  the  brain  and  nervous  system  should  not  be  distracted  by  any  other 
object.  It  seems  to  have  required,  that  everything,  both  within  and 
without  the  body,  should  be  hushed  into  profound  repase  during  the 
accomplishment  of  this  nightly  wonder,  in  order  that  nothing  might  dis- 
turb or  interfere  with  the  exquisite  and  miraculous  process  employed  to 
effect  it.  To  this  end,  the  portals  of  sensation  are  closed — the  eye  sees 
not — the  ear  hears  not — the  skin  feels  not — the  very  breathing  is  scarcely 
audible — -the  pulsation  of  the  heart  scarcely  perceptible :  all  the  living 
energies  are  now  concentrated  into  the  greatest  possible  intensity,  like 
rays  of  light  into  a  focus ;  and  directed,  with  almost  complete  exclusive- 
ness,  toward  this  simple  object. 

"In  the  day,  therefore,  we  make  blood  :  in  the  night,  that  blood  is 
converted  into  solid  matter.  In  the  day,  we  garner  up  the  building 
materials;  in  the  night,  we  repair  the  building.  The  hour  of  rising, 
therefore,  ought  to  be  at  the  time  at  which  our  physical  strength  is  the 
greatest ;  and  with  perfectly  healthy  persons  this  is  the  case.  The 
languor  which  sickly  persons  feel  in  the  morning  arises  from  the  process 
of  repair  not  having  been  fully  accomplished  :  the  building  has  not  been 
repaired,  and  therefore  its  strength  has  not  been  restored.  The  apparent 
additional  strength  which  is  felt,  during  the  day,  after  eating,  is  only 
apparent ;  it  is  merely  excitement  derived  from  the  stimulus  of  food  :  in 
the  first  instance,  in  the  stomach  ;  and,  after  that  food  has  been  assimilated, 
of  new  blood  in  the  system. 

"  From  all  this,  we  learn  two  important  truths  ;  first,  that  we  should 
take  our  severest  exercise  in  the  early  part  of  the  day  :  secondly,  we 
learn  how  and  why  it  is  that  late  suppers  are  improper.  When  you  retire 
to  bed  with  a  full  stomach,  before  the  process  of  solidification  can  com- 
mence, the  food  which  the  stomach  contains  must  be  assimilated.  The 
two  operations  of  solidification  and  assimilation  of  food  into  blood  cannot 
go  on  together ;  because,  as  I  have  just  shown  you,  the  process  of  solidi- 
fication requires  the  concentration  of  all  the  living  energies  for  its  ac- 
complishment. The  secretion  of  the  gastric  and  other  juices,  therefore, 
necessary  for  the  assimilation  of  the  supper  to  blood  will  go  on  but 
slowly,  and  the  completion  of  the  process  will  be  exceedingly  protracted ; 
and  thus,  so  much  of  the  season  of  sleep  will  be  employed  in  the  assimi- 
lation of  food,  that  a  sufficient  portion  of  it  will  not  be  left  for  the 
solidification  of  blood.  But  this  is  not  all  the  mischief;  for  the  process 
of  assimilation  of  the  supper  into  blood  not  only  has  abstracted  from  the 
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process  of  solidfication  a  portion  of  that  season  (the  season  of  sleep) 
which  ought  to  have  been  exclusively  devoted  to  its  own  accomplishment, 
but  has  also  robbed  it  of  a  portion  of  those  living  energies,  the  whole 
of  which  were  due  to  itself;  viz.,  that  portion  which  has  been  consumed 
in  the  secretion  of  those  juices  necessary  for  the  conversion  of  the  sup- 
per into  blood.  When,  therefore,  the  hour  of  rising  arrives,  it  finds  the 
body  still  unprepared  and  unrefreshed  ;  and  the  individual  still  over- 
powered with  sleep,  and  disinclined  to  rise." — Johnson. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  FOURTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING 

OF  THE  NEW-YORK  STATE  THOMSONIAN  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

This  Society  met,  according  to  adjournment,  at  the  capitol  in  the  city 
of  Albany,  June  12,  1849. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  Dr.  Wm.  B.  Stan- 
ton. The  Recording  Secretary  being  absent,  Dr.  H.  M.  Sweet  was  ap- 
pointed, pro  tem.  The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. Invitation  was  then  given,  for  those  who  wished  to  become 
members  of  the  Society  to  come  forward,  and  subscribe  the  constitution, 
according  to  Art.  2.  The  invitation  was  accepted  by  Dr.  Calvin  P. 
Rivenburgh,  of  N.  York  city. 

On  motion,  resolved,  that,  as  usual,  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  nominate  officers  for  the  ensuing  year.  Adopted.  Drs.  E.  J.  Mat- 
tocks, A.  Mosher,  and  H.  Winchester  were  said  Committee.  This  Com- 
mittee reported  the  following,  as  selected  to  fill  the  offices  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

For  President,  Wm.  B.  Stanton,  M  D.,  Albany. 

Vice  President,  P.  Lapham,  M.  D.,  New  York  city. 

Treasurer,  A.  Mosher,  M.  D.,  Albany. 

Rec.  Secretary,  A.  W.  Russell,  M.  D.,    Albany. 
Cor.  Secretary,  O.  Cook,  M.  D  ,  Cambridge,  Wash.  co. 

E.  J.  Mattocks,  M.  D.,    J.  W.  Sweetland,  M.  D.,   H.  M.  Sweet, 
M.  D.,  M.   W.  Hill,  M.  D.,    O.  Cook,  M.  D.,   Censors. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  Committee  discharged.  After  bal- 
lotting,  the  above  named  persons  were  declared  elected  to  their  several 
offices,  for  the  ensuing  year,  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

The  Committee,  appointed  at  a  previous  meeting,  to  take  such  prelim- 
inary steps  as  were  necessary  to  effect  an  organization  of  this  Society, 
under  the  act  passed  by  our  State  Legislature,  April  12th,  1848,  for  or- 
ganizing Associations,  respectfully  reported,  that  they  have  performed 
the  duties  assigned  them,  as  can  be  seen  by  the  papers,  which  the  Com- 
mittee will  now  submit  to  the  Society.  The  papers  were  submitted, 
when,  on  motion,  the  report  was  accepted,  and  the  Committee  discharged. 
The  chair  reported  the  death  of  our  late  associate,  Dr.  A.  N.  Burton, 
when,  on  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  chair,  to  re- 
port the  feeling  of  this  meeting,  on  the  loss  of  our  worthy  brother.  Drs. 
E.  J.  Mattocks,  P.  Lapham,  H.  Winchester  were  appointed  said  com- 
mittee. 
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On  motion,  resolved,  that,  the  name  of  this  Society,  be  changed  from 
"Thomsonian  Medical"  to  N.  York.  State  Botanico-Medical  Society. 
Motion  was  then  made  and  carried,  that  the  last  vote  be  reconsidered, 
and  in  place  of  "  Botanico-Medical,"  the  word  Physo-Medical  be  substi- 
tuted. Previous  to  taking  the  vote,  it  was  laid  on  the  table.  Adjourned 
to  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

2  o'clock,  P.  M.  Met  as  adjourned, — when,  on  motion,  the  resolution 
referring  to  a  change  in  the  name  of  the  Society  was  called  up,  and,  after 
considerable  discussion,  the  substitute  was  adopted,  so  as  to  read  "  New 
York  State  Physo-Medical  Society."  On  motion,  resolved  that  a  board 
of  Trustees  be  appointed,  to  the  number  of  seven.  Carried.  On  motion, 
resolved,  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  chair,  to  nominate 
seven  members  of  the  Society,  to  be  balloted  for,  to  act  as  Trustees.  The 
Committee  reported  the  following  as  Trustees  for  the  present  year,  viz. 

Dr.  M.  W.  Hill,  Buffalo. 

«  S.  B.  Vail,  Hudson. 

"  Wm.  B.  Stanton,  Albany. 

"  P.  Lafham,  New  York  city. 

"  A.   VV.  Russell,  Albany. 

"  A.  Mosher,  Albany. 

"  E.  J.  Mattocks,    Troy. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  Committee  discharged,  and  the  same 
was  adopted,  unanimously. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  report  suitable  action  on  the  subject  of 
the  death  of  Dr.  A.  N.  Burton,  respectfully  submitted  the  following. 
Whereas  it  has  been  announced,  by  the  President  of  this  meeting,  that 
Dr.  A.  N.  Burton,  late  of  the  city  of  Albany,  an  early  and  an  efficient 
member  of  this  Society,  departed  this  life  in  the  month  of  October  last, 

Therefore,  resolved,  that  we  have  sustained  an  irreparable  loss  in  the 
decease  of  our  late  fellow  member  and  officer  of  this  Society,  Dr.  A.  N. 
Burton  ; — that  we  mourn  his  absence  from  our  social  circle,  and  our  in- 
teresting annual  meetings,  where  his  presence  always  graced  and  digni- 
fied our  proceedings,  by  the  urbanity  of  his  manners,  and  by  the  wisdom 
and  the  judgment  which  ever  characterized  his  labors  in  this  Society. 

Resolved,  that  we  duly  sympathize,  with  his  afflicted  family,  and  imme- 
diate friends,  in  their  painful  bereavment ; — that,  while  their  loss  is  in- 
consolable, they  have  a  rich  inheritance  in  the  bright  example  of  a  pure 
life,  which  he  left  for  their  imitation. 

Resolved,  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  transmitted,  by  the  Sec- 
retary to  his  widow,  and  immediate  relatives.  Signed,  E.  J.  Mattocks, 
H.  Winchester,  P.  Lapham,  Committee.  On  motion,  the  report  was 
accepted  and  the  Committee  discharged.  On  motion,  resolved,  that  a 
copy  of  the  same  be  sent  to  the  widow  and  relatives  of  the  late  Dr. 
Pease  of  Valatie.  After  due  examination  by  the  Board  of  Censors, 
Dr.  J.  E.  Mattocks,  Albany,  Dr.  Thomas  M.  Morel,  Sandlake, 
Rensselaer  Co.,  Calvin  P.  Rivenburgh,  N.  York  city,  being  found 
qualified,  agreeably  to  the  constitution,  have  each  received  the  diploma 
of  this  Society.     The  meeting  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  tomorrow  morning. 

10  o'clock  A.  M.,  met  as  adjourned,  when,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Lapham, 

Resolved,  that,  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  write  an  address 
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to  be  published  in  the  New  England  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
nal, showing  forth  some  of  the  reasons  for  organizing  under  the  new  law 
of  the  State  for  Associations,  and  also  for  changing  the  name  of  the  Soci- 
ety. Drs.  Sweetland,  Burton,  and  Russell,  were  appointed  the  Com- 
mittee. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  E.  J.  Mattocks,  Resolved,  that  a  Committee  of  three 
be  appointed  to  have  the  plate  for  diplomas,  and  the  seal  of  the  Society 
so  altered,  as  to  conform  to  the  present  alteration  in  the  name  of  the 
Society.     Carried. 

Drs.  Stanton,  Mosher,  and  Burton  of  Albany  were  appointed  the  Com- 
mittee.    Adjourned  to  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

2  o'clock  P.  M.  Met  as  adjourned  when  a  spirited  discussion  was 
held,  by  the  members,  in  reference  to  altering  some  of  the  articles  of 
the  constitution.     On  motion  of  Dr.  E.  J.  Mattocks, 

Resolved,  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  at  the  Capitol, 
in  the  city  of  Albany,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October,  1849. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  visit  the  Worcester  Medical  Institution  re- 
spectfully reported,  that  they  had  visited  the  same,  and  were  highly  pleased 
with  its  progress,  and  the  interest  felt  by  its  officers,  in  the  advancement 
of  the  great  cause  of  medical  reform.  Although  the  Institution  is  yet  in 
its  infancy,  by  the  perseverance  of  its  advocates,  it  has,  by  Legislative 
enactment,  obtained  a  charter. — It  has  already  received  some  liberal  do- 
nations at  home;  and,  as  its  Professors  and  Officers  are,  in  our  opinion, 
men  eminently  qualified  for  their  respective  duties,-  therefore,  we  would 
recommend,  that  this  Society  do  countenance  and  assist,  by  their  dona- 
tions and  otherwise,  in  sustaining  the  said  Institution. 


A. 
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J.   Mattocks, 
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Committee. 

he 

report  was  accep! 

:ed,  and  the  Committee  discharged. 

On  motion  of  J.   W.  Sweetland, 
Resolved,  that  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  be  sent  to  the  New 
England  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  for  publication. 
No  other  business  appearing,  it  was  voted  to  adjourn. 

WM.  B.  STANTON,  President. 
A.   W.  RUSSELL,  Rec.  Sec. 


EXPERIENCE  OF  A  TEA  DRINKER. 

Dr.  Newton  : 

Dear  Sir, — About  a  year  since,  I  met  with  a  lady,  who 
had  been,  for  more  than  twenty  years,  a  great  sufferer  from  constant 
rheumatic  pains,  with  occasional  acute  attacks  of  a  neuralgic  character. 
The  principal  seat  of  these  pains  was  the  back  and  lower  limbs,  extend- 
ing, more  or  less,  to  other  parts  of  the  system.  She  was  unable  to  walk, 
or  even  stand  erect,  and,  the  most  of  the  time,  confined  to  the  bed.     She 
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had  given  the  various  systems  of  medicine,  and  also  the  popular  patent 
remedies  of  the  day,  a  fair  trial ;  but,  receiving  no  benefit  whatever,  had 
given  up  the  use  of  all  medicine,  except  such  anodynes  as  the  extreme 
pain  imperatively  called  for.  Her  diet,  at  this  time,  consisted  of  bread 
and  tea  for  breakfast ; — rice,  or  mash  and  milk,  for  dinner  ; — bread  and 
tea  for  supper.  Sometimes,  she  took  a  slice  of  broiled  pork  for  dinner  ; 
but  usually  she  ate  no  meat  or  butter.  She  thought  it  strange  that  she 
should  suffer  so  much  pain,  when  she  confined  herself  to  such  a  low  diet. 
A  friend  suggested,  that,  perhaps,  the  tea  had  something  to  do  with  it  ; 
but  her  daughter  interposed,  saying,  that  she  did  not  think  her  mother 
could  live  without  her  tea,  for  it  was  her  life.  She  said  that  she  had 
made  one  trial  to  give  it  up,  but  it  only  made  her  worse, — destroyed 
what  little  appetite  she  had,  and  brought  on  severe  pain  in  the  head, 
attended  with  vomiting:,  &,c.  She  thought,  as  her  mother  was  over 
seventy  years  of  age,  and  could  live  but  a  short  time,  she  might  better 
make  herself  as  comfortable  as  possible,  the  little  time  she  had  to  stay 
with  us. 

A  short  time  since,  I  was  passing  the  residence  of  the  old  lady,  and 
thought  I  would  just  step  in  and  see  how  she  got  along,  as  I  had  not 
heard  from  her  since  seeing  her.  To  my  great  surprise,  she  rose  from 
her  chair,  as  I  entered, — walked  across  the  room, — and,  grasping  my 
hand,  gave  me  a  cordial  welcome.  To  my  expressions  of  surprise  at 
her  altered  appearance,  she  replied,  "Ah!  it  was  the  tea  that  did  the 
mischief.  I  could  hardly  believe  that  it  was  so,  but  I  thought  I  would 
know  certainly.  My  daughter  said  I  should  die;  but  I  told  her  I  would 
try  it  for  one  month,  and  see  what  the  result  would  be.  I  procured  some 
of  the  vegetable  pills,  and  commenced  taking  enough  every  night  to 
keep  the  bowels  open.  I  bathed  in  cold  water  in  the  morning,  and  con- 
tinued the  same  diet,  only  exchanging  hot  tea  for  pure  cold  water.  I 
was  quite  sick  at  first;  but,  in  one  week,  I  began  to  gain,  and  continued 
to  improve  so  rapidly,  that,  in  a  few  weeks,  I  was  almost  free  from  pain. 
I  had  formerly  taken  the  same  pills,  with  no  effect  ;  and  I  now  resolved 
to  see  if -the  tea  had  any  effect  on  them.  I,  therefore,  drank  a  cup,  and 
I  found  it  stopped  the  operation  entirely.  1  knew  then,  why  medicine 
had  formerly  failed  to  help  me.  I  now  enjoy  as  good  health  as  any  one 
of  my  years,  and  I  think  it  was  the  tea  that  caused  me  so  much  suffer- 
ing-. Observo. 
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The  fact,  that  calomel  could  be  converted  into  corrosive  sublimate  in 
the  human  system,  was  known  many  years  ago.  But  the  exact  circum- 
stances of  this  transformation  were  not  sufficiently  understood,  till  a  few 
years  since,  when  Mialhe,  in  an  elaborate  set  of  experiments  on  the  sub- 
ject, found  that  "  the  action  or  change  occurs,  when  calomel  is  brought 
in  contact  with  a  solution  of  an  alkaline  chloride;  that  the  quantity  of 
sublimate  formed,  is,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  alkaline  chloride 
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present,  and  the  action  increases  in  proportion  to  the  concentration  of 
the  alkaline  chloride." 

Now  we  ask,  in  view  of  these  facts  and  the  universal  use  of  calomel, 
if  it  is  not  probable,  that  corrosive  sublimate  has  often  been  formed,  and 
death  has  resulted  from  this  circumstance. 

Alkali  is  almost  always  present  in  the  stomach,  and  so  is  chlorine  ; 
and,  every  day  of  our  lives,  we  are  eating  food  that  contains  more  or  less 
of  both  of  these  chemicals.  Who  can  tell,  then,  when  he  takes  a  dose 
of  calomel,  but  it  may  become  corrosive  sublimate  in  his  stomach,  and 
produce  death  1  May  we  not  account  for  hundreds  of  sudden  deaths  in 
this  way  1 

This  subject  is  worthy  of  more  attention  than  has  heretofore  been  giv- 
en to  it;  and  we  think  that  in  our  Courts  of  Justice,  where  persons  are 
arraigned  on  suspicion  of  poisoning,  it  should  be  a  question  of  serious 
investigation,  whether  the  patient  may  not  have  been  killed,  by  this 
chemical  change,  after  the  administration  of  calomel. 

In  the  proceedings  of  the  Glasgow  Philosophical  Society,  No.  4,  we 
find,  that  this  subject  has  been,  to  some  extent,  examined,  and  the  chem- 
ist above  named  (Mialhe)  has  extended  his  observations  to  all  the  com- 
pounds of  mercury,  and  obtained  similar  results;  and  it  is  his  opinion, 
that  it  is  corrosiye  sublimate,  which  is  the  active  agent  in  this  medicine 
(,poison).  And  it  is  observed,  by  Dr.  Thomson  of  Glasgow,  that,  "  if 
this  idea  should  be  confirmed,  it  will  lead  to  the  substitution  of  this  form 
of  mercury,  (corrosive  sublimate,)  for  all  others." 

We  should  hardly  know  whether  to  hail  such  a  change  as  a  curse  or 
a  blessing;  as  we  suspect,  that  those  persons  who  will  suffer  themselves 
to  be  poisoned  with  calomel,  will  be  equally  indifferent  to  corrosive  sub- 
limate. 

We  have  no  doubt,  that  future  discoveries  in  organic  chemistry  will 
show,  that  other  minerals  and  remedies  that  do  not  become  assimilated, 
or  go  to  form  a  constituent  part  of  the  human  frame,  may  be  thus  chem- 
ically changed,  so  as  to  produce  death.  I.  M.  Comings. 

Worcester,  July,  1849. 


CAUSES  OF  INSANITY. 

The  numerous  cases  of  insanity,  or  semi-insanity,  occurring  among 
literary  men,  has  caused  anxious  inquiry  as  to  the  probable  causes.  In 
most  cases  we  believe  it  results  from  nervous  prostration,  brought  on  by 
the  over-use  of  various  kinds  of  stimulants.  It  is  too  much  the  habit  of 
literary  men  to  seek,  in  noxious  stimulants,  to  excite  jaded  or  flagged 
mental  power.  Some  resort  to  wine  and  alcoholic  drinks,  some  to  opium, 
and  some  to  tobacco.  The  use  of  any  of  these  artificial  helps,  however 
buoying  for  the  moment,  is  dangerous,  if  not  fatal,  in  the  end.  What- 
ever tension  is  thus  given  to  the  nerves  and  brain  must,  in  its  reaction, 
reduce  the  vital  powers  in  ratio ;  so  that  the  system  is  constantly  under- 
going an  unnatural  straining  and  relaxing,  until  it  finally  gives  way.     If 
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literary  men — men  who  use  the  brain  more  than  the  body — would  take 
their  stimulus  in  plentiful  physical  exercise,  the  steady  use  of  cold  water 
for  bath  and  beverage,  and  abundant  sleep;  opium,  brandy,  and  tobacco 
would  very  soon  be  cast,  with  other  physic,  to  the  dogs. — New  York  Sun. 

Remarks. — The  fact  is  as  lamentable  as  true,  that  great  men  are  very 
apt  to  fall  into  most  egregious  errors,  and  commit  some  fatal  blunder  in 
doctrine  or  practice.  Indeed,  this  fact  has  passed  into  the  proverb, 
"Great  men  have  great  faults."  But  why  this?  Because  those  excess- 
ive labors  which  raised  them  to  distinction,  also  diseased  their  body  and 
brain ;  and  this  disorders  their  feelings,  opinions,  and  conduct.  The 
health  of  distinguished  men  should  be  their  first  concern,  because  the 
basis  of  all  talent  and  all  correct  feeling  and  conduct ;  while  disease 
vitiates  and  depraves  the  man,  mental  as  well  as  physical.  Alike  to  re- 
tain and  to  enhance  their  greatness,  great  men  and  women  must  preserve 
their  health. — Phrenological  Journal. 


[From  the  American  Phrenological  Journal.] 

WIPING  THE  EYES. 

Messrs.  Editors  : — In  your  last  number,  you  have  a  short  article  on 
the  preservation  of  sight,  without  using  glasses;  and  I  am  quite  sure 
that  whoever  follows  the  directions  there  given,  to  rub  the  eyes  from  their 
outer  to  their  inner  angles,  will  repent  of  it,  perhaps  when  it  is  too  late. 
And,  if  any  one  has  represented  that  such  was  the  practice  of  John  Q,. 
Adams,  he  is  greatly  mistaken.  In  operating  on  such  a  delicate  and  im- 
portant organ  as  the  eye,  it  is  necessary  to  do  it  right ;  and  nothing,  but 
a  want  of  time  and  space  in  your  valuable  periodical,  prevents  me  from 
giving  the  proper  instructions.  I  will,  however,  merely  observe,  that  I 
have  been  engaged  for  some  time,  in  preparing  a  small  manual  on  this 
subject,  illustrated  by  appropriate  engravings,  and,  when  it  is  ready,  the 
world  shall  have  the  benefit  of  it. 

In  haste,  yours,  etc., 

New  York,  April  20.  C.  P.  Bronson. 

Editorial  Note. — We  did  not  err  in  the  principle  involved  in  our 
former  article,  yet  did  not,  perhaps,  give  sufficient  detail.  The  end  to 
be  attained,  to  prevent  or  restore  long  sight,  is,  as  we  stated,  to  round 
the  eye  ;  and,  to  remedy  short  sight,  to  flatten  it.  The  former  is  to  be 
effected  by  inserting  the  fingers,  gently,  as  far  behind  and  around  the 
outer  sides  of  the  eyes  as  may  be,  and  moving  them  gently  inward,  so 
as  to  round  up  the  eye ;  care  being  taken,  however,  not  to  press  upon 
the  ball  of  the  eye,  for  this  flattens  it,  but  to  ease  off  all  pressure  by  the 
time  the  middle  of  the  eye  is  reached  ;  while  near-sighted  persons  should 
gently  press  the  eyes  from  their  inner  corners  outwardly,  over  the  balls, 
so  as  to  flatten  them.  The  general  direction,  therefore,  is,  for  far-sighted 
persons  to  manipulate  their  eyes  from  their  outer,  upper,  and  under  sides, 
and  as  far  behind  them  as  possible,  inwardly,  so  as  to  round  them  up ; 
while  near-sighted  persons  should  rub  them,  so  as  to  flatten  them. 
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RESULTS  OF  THE  ECLECTIC  AND  OLD  SCHOOL  PRACTICE 

COMPARED. 

According  to  the  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Health  during  the  month  of 
May,  as  published  in  the  Cincinnati  Gazette,  489  cases  were  treated  by 
the  physicians  of  the  city,  with  116  deaths;  of  these  cases,  however, 
57  cases  and  no  deaths  were  reported  by  Dr.  Morrow,  which  being  sub- 
tracted from  the  Report  of  the  Board,  leaves  432  cases  and  116  deaths, 
as  the  result  of  old  school  practice — a  mortality  of  more  than  one-fourth 
of  all  the  cases. 

On  the  other  hand,  Drs.  Morrow  &  Hunt,  Wilson,  Hill,  Borton, 
Wombaugh,  Wright,  Brown,  and  King,  report  the  treatment  of  330 
cases,  with  5  deaths.  The  circumstances  under  which  these  five  deaths 
occurred  were  such  as  fully  to  exonerate  the.practitioner.  One,  a  patient 
of  Dr.  Wright,  died  in  consequence  of  a  violation  of  directions,  having 
removed  the  stimulating  applications,  and  substituted  cold  water  on  the 
surface.  The  patient  of  Dr.  Brown,  who  died,  was  a  confirmed  drunkard, 
upwards  of  sixty  years  of  age,  who  was  suffering  under  delirium  tremens 
in  the  forenoon,  and  died  with  cholera  at  night.  The  patient  of  Dr. 
Wilson,  who  died,  was  pronounced  incurable  at  first  sight,  as  he  had 
been  collapsed  six  hours,  and  was  entirely  unconscious,  "  blind,  deaf,  and 
insensible,"  when  first  seen.  The  patient  of  Dr.  Morrow  was  in  the 
last  stage  of  the  disease,  which  had  been  running  on  for  a  weekvhe  had 
been  in  spasms  for  about  six  hours  just  before  he  was  seen  The  death 
of  Dr.  Wombaugh's  patient  was  caused  by  a  violation  of  directions  in 
removing  the  hot  applications,  and  substituting  cold.  Thus,  omitting 
the  three  cases  of  Drs.  Wilson,  Wombaugh,  and  Wright,  for  which  the 
physician  cannot  be  properly  held  responsible,  there  have  been  but  two 
deaths  under  the  most  unfavorable  circumstances  possible,  out  of  more 
than  528  cases  of  cholera  and  cholerine,  treated  during  the  month  of 
May.  In  making  this  estimate,  we  count  as  cholera  cases,  only  those  in 
which  decided  cholera  symptoms,  such  as  cramps,  vomiting,  purging, 
nausea,  spasms,  and  a  peculiar  overwhelming  prostration  were  present. 
All  cases  not  presenting  malignant  and  dangerous  symptoms,  are  recorded 
as  cholerine. 


Cholera  cases. 

Cholerine. 

Deaths. 

Drs.  Morrow  &  Hunt, 

120 

80 

1 

Dr.  I.  Wilson, 

59 

not  rep. 

1 

Dr.  B.  L.  Hill, 

42 

16 

0 

Dr.  J.  Borton, 

32 

48 

0 

Dr.  P.  K.  Wombaugh, 

27 

12 

1 

Dr.  T.  J.  Wright, 

18 

5 

1 

Dr.  A.  Brown, 

17 

25 

1 

Dr.  J.  King, 

15 

12 

0 

Eclectic  practice,  330  198  5 

Old  School  practice,  432  116 

Do  not  these  facts  demonstrate  that  more  that  one  hundred  beings  lost 
their  lives  in  Cincinnati  during  the  month  of  May,  in  consequence  of 
the  miserably  stubborn  bigotry  of  the  medical  profession ! 
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The  first  number  of  the  eighth  volume  of  this  Journal  is  received* 
We  are  pleased  to  hear  of  the  increase  of  its  circulation.  From  time 
to  time,  the  work  has  been  increasing  in  value  and  interest;  and  it  is  yet 
destined,  we  have  no  doubt,  to  accomplish  a  great  deal  of  good.  Hydro- 
pathy forms  a  prominent  and  valuable  part  of  the  physo-medical  system 
of  practice.  We,  therefore,  bid  it  God-speed.  The  following  Circular 
accompanies  the  number  of  the  Journal  referred  to.     [Ed.] 

"  To  our  friends  of  the  Press. — With  this  number  we  commence  the 
eighth  volume  of  the  Water-Cure  Journal  and  Herald  of  Reforms. 
The  interest  in  this  new  system  of  medical  reform  is  rapidly  increasing. 
Our  last  volume  closed  with  a  circulation  of  ten  thousand  copies,  and 
we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  good  has  been  done  by  the  promulga- 
tion of  the  simple  truths  which  it  contained. 

It  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  our  prospectus,  on  the  last  page,  that 
the  Journal  is  not  confined  exclusively  to  the  Water  Cure,  but  is  designed 
to  embrace  '  the  whole  Philosophy  of  Life  ;'  and  it  is  our  purpose  to 
make  a  complete  '  Journal  of  Health/  adapted  to  every  family,  and 
of  use  to  every  individual. 

To  those  who  approve,  and  have  kindly  noticed  the  Journal,  we  tender 
our  cordial  thanks,  and  hope  our  future  course  will  continue  to  meet 
their  approbation.  We  remain  most  respectfully, 

FOWLERS  AND  WELLS, 
Publishers  of  the   Water-Cure  Journal, 

Clinton  Hall,  129  and  131,  Nassau  Street,  New  York." 


CHILL  FEVER. 

Mr.  S.  Wood  was  attended  by  the  regular  Medical  Faculty  about  four 
months  to  no  purpose.  There  was  considerable  expectoration  from  his 
lungs,  and  considerable  bloat  of  the  system. 

I  gave  him  a  lobelia  emetic,  and  a  vapor  bath.  Every  other  day,  I 
gave  him  three  powders,  composed  of  peltatum,  bitter  root,  and  blood 
root.  At  evening,  I  gave  one  or  two  pills,  and  directed  the  use  of  strength- 
ening bitters.     The  third  visit,  he  was  able  to  walk  out. 

The  case  was  considered,  by  his  friends,  as  past  cure. 

Havana,  Dec.  12th,  1848.  Cyrus  Miller. 


OUR  EFFORTS-HOW  APPRECIATED. 

New  England  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  is  the  name  of  a 
very  spirited  medical  periodical,  edited  by  Prof.  C.  Newton,  of  the 
Worcester  Medical  Institution. 

We  are  happy  to  learn,  that  it  has  an  extensive  circulation,  and  doubt 
not  that  the  bold  and  happy  style,  as  well  as  kind  spirit  and  decision  of 
character  of  its  author,  will  ensure  it  a  still  more  numerous  list  of  sub- 
scribers. It  is  published  semi-monthly,  at  Worcester,  Mass. — New  York 
Eclectic  Medical  6p  Surgical  Journal. 


m&w  eeisil&ssib 

BOTANIC    MEDICAL  AND   SURGICAL 

JOURNAL. 

CALVIN  NEWTOH.  31,  B,,  EDITOR  AMD  PROPRIETOR 


"  Seize  upon  truth  wherever  found, 
On  Christian  or  on  Heathen  ground." 


VOL.  III.  WORCESTER,  MASS.,  AUGUST  16,  1849.  NO.  15. 


JOHN  R.  DUJiELL,  M.  D. 


[  We  copy  the  following  from  a  Providence  paper.  The  unhappy  subject  of  the  remarks 
was  Dr.  John  R.  Durell,  a  recent  graduate  of  the  Worcester  Medical  Institution,  —  a 
young  man  of  an  exceedingly  amiable  disposition,  and  talents  of  unusual  promise.  We 
suppose  what  is  here  said  to  be  substantially  true,  though  some  of  the  particulars  are  er- 
roneous. Dr.  Durell  belonged,  not  in  New  Hampshire,  but  to  Kennebunkport  in  Maine. 
For  the  last  few  days  of  his  illness,  he  was  attended  by  two  brothers.  A  second,  returning 
from  the  South  and  hearing  the  unpleasant  news,  hastened  to  administer  to  his  aid. 

In  regard  to  the  nature  of  his  disease,  the  truth  is,  he  was  suddenly  siezed  with  a  violent 
brain  fever ;  and,  though  he  showed  some  symptoms  of  derangement  before  retiring  at 
night,  yet  no  special  apprehensions  were  created  till  the  following  morning.  He  slept 
alone  ;  and  on  a  friend's  entering  his  room,  in  the  morning,  he  was  found  entirely  irrational 
and  with  the  wounds  referred  to.  These  wounds  were  about  his  neck,  chest,  and  abdomen, 
but  none  of  them  were  severe.  Under  the  influence  of  this  fever,  the  blood  being  con- 
stantly determined  to  the  brain,  his  extremities  became  cold,  through  a  deficient  circula- 
tion ;  and,  after  a  few  days,  mortification  commenced  in  his  feet,  though  his  hands  returned 
to  their  natural  warmth.  His  fever  at  length  abated  considerably,  and  his  reason  partially 
returned  ;  but  the  mortification  progressed,  and  he,  at  last,  sunk  in  death. 

We  visited  him  a  few  days  before  his  death,  and  were  requested  to  take  charge  of  him, 
as  his  medical  adviser ;  but  it  seemed  impossible  to  afford  him  any  essential  relief.  The 
circumstances,  however,  of  his  condition,  delineated  in  the  following  remarks,  together 
with  the  fact  that  his  treatment  was  that  of  stupid  Allopathy,  were  enough  to  move  any 
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feeling  heart.    The  day  of  his  death  we  have  not  yet  learnt.    The  night  which  we  spent 
with  him  was  that  of  the  25th  and  26th  of  July. 

As  to  the  matter  of  the  charge  made  by  the  physician  from  Providence,  we  know  noth- 
ing, except  what  is  contained  in  the  article  here  quoted,  and  in  other  papers  which  have 
gpoken  of  the  unhappy  affair.  We  append  a  few  lines  from  a  paper  of  later  date,  to  show 
that  there  are  some  discrepancies  of  statement,  though  probably  no  inconsiderable  reason 
for  complaint.] 

We  have  just  heard  of  a  melancholy  instance  of  "  man's  inhumanity," 
in  this  vicinity,  a  parallel  to  which  we  might  seek  in  vain  on  the  banks 
of  the  Sacramento,  or  among  the  wilds  of  uncivilized  Patagonia.     It 
seems  that  a  young  man,  a  graduate  of  one  of  our  medical  Institutions, 
while  passing  through  the  country  in  search  of  a  desirable  location  in 
which  to  commence  business,  came  to  the  little  village  of  Chepachet, 
somewhat  famed,  in  the  annals  of  this  "  proud  and  imperious  age,"  as 
having  been  the  scene  of  certain  warlike  demonstrations,  the  memory  of 
which  is  fast  dropping  into  the  arms  of  the  "  dead  past."     While   the 
young  physician  was  stopping  at  one  of  the  hotels  in  Chepachet,  he  was 
taken  suddenly  ill,  and  became  confined  to  his  room.     A  physician  was 
called  in,  who  pronounced  his  disease  the  brain  fever.     As  the  disorder 
increased  in  violence,  reason  forsook  her  throne ;  and,  in  a  paroxysm  of 
delirium,  the  poor  unfortunate  attempted  to  end  his  own  existence  by 
stabbing  himself  most  shockingly  with  a  knife.     In  this  he  was  unsuc- 
cessful ;  for,  although  the  wound  was  very  severe,  it  was  not  fatal,  and  the 
victim  still  writhed  and  suffered  in  the  agony  of  madness.     While  mat- 
ters were  in  this  state,  preparations  for  a  fete  of  some  kind  at  the  tavern 
were  being  made,  and  the  sick  man's  place  was  wanted.     He  was  ac- 
cordingly removed  to  an  old  tenantless  building,  where  he  was  left  almost 
without  an  attendant,  save  his  brother,  who  had  been  sent  for  at  the 
commencement  of  his  illness.     The   attending   physician   forbade  the 
admission  of  any  one  to  see  him,  so  that  those  who  would  extend  to  him 
Christian  sympathy  and  kindness  were  debarred  the  privilege.     We  are 
informed,  that  the  conduct  of  all  was  most  unfeeling,  hard-hearted,  and 
cruel,  and  that  the  brother  had  to  struggle  on  pretty  much  alone  through 
all  the  horrors  of  that  alarming  sickness,  with  scarcely  a  tender  of  that 
sympathy  and  aid  which  are  so  gratifying  to  a  "  stranger  in  a  strange 
land,"  and  especially  so  under  such  distressing  circumstances.     After 
some  five  or  six  days  of  agonizing  suffering,  in  that  old  cheerless  hovel, 
the  poor  man  died,  and  his  remains,  we  believe,  were  carried  through 
this  city  on  Monday  last,  on  the  way  to  their  final  resting  place,  far 
up  among  the  white  hills  of  New  Hampshire. 

But  the  darkest  side  of  the  picture  is  yet  to  be  unveiled.  On  his  first 
being  taken  ill,  we  are  told,  the  interested  ones  searched  the  pockets  of 
the  sick  man,  and  discovered  that  he  had  about  $200  in  money.  Never 
did  the  gaunt  and  famished  wolves  of  the  prairie  pounce  more  greedily 
upon  the  carcass  of  an  exhausted  deer,  than  did  these  harpies  upon  the 
purse  of  the  dead  man.  The  most  exorbitant  bills  were  thrust  in,  and 
each  seemed  to  contend  fiercely  for  the  larger  share  of  the  scanty  pittance 
the  poor  man  had  left.  We  will  not  name  the  enormous  bills  for  board- 
ing, attendance,  &c,  in  the  village;  but  a  physician  of  this  city  was 
called  to  see  him,  who,  we  are  informed,  charged  $15  for  his  visit.     On 
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tieing  asked  why  he  charged  so  much,  his  usual  price  for  visiting  patients 
there  being  only  $5,  he  replied  in  effect,  that  the  young  man  was  poor 
and  friendless,  and  being  dead,  would  never  furnish  him  with  more 
business, — so  therefore  he  must  make  the  most  of  what  he  could  get. 
And  this  seemed  to  be  the  spirit  which  animated  most  of  those  interested, 
but  there  were  a  few  honorable  exceptions.  To  sum  up  the  whole  matter, 
the  bones  of  the  young  stranger  were  taken  back  to  his  native  hills, 
while  his  purse  was  divided  amongst  those,  who,  while  he  was  visiting 
them  as  a  "stranger,"  "took  him  in." 

QJ^  We  have  been  called  upon  by  the  physician  of  this  city  who 
visited  the  young  man  at  Chepachet,  whose  death  we  chronicled  a  few 
days  since,  who  tells  us  he  thinks  his  charge  perfectly  justifiable.  He 
says  his  usual  charge  for  visiting  patients  in  Chepachet  is  $12,  and  that 
he  charged  $18  for  that  visit,  because  he  was  summoned  in  the  night. 
He  is  entitled  to  the  full  benefit  of  his  statement. 


DIFFUSION  OF  MEDICAL  KNOWLEDGE. 

BY    PROF.    I.    M.    COMINGS. 

We  have  often  made  the  remark,  that  there  would  be  less  sickness  in 
the  world,  if  there  were  no  medicines  prescribed  ;  for  we  are  fully  con- 
vinced, that  the  recuperative  powers  of  nature  are  so  frequently  hindered 
or  perverted  in  their  action,  that  more  patients  would  recover,  by  trust- 
ing to  her  simple  rules,  than  now  do  so,  by  the  common  medication, — 
that  is,  by  the  depleting  and  poisoning  practice  of  the  Old  School. 
These  remarks  do  not  apply  to  that  practice  which  acts  as  the  auxiliary 
of  nature, — whose  remedies  assist  the  recuperative  process.  Such,  we 
claim,  is  the  Physo-medical  practice.  The  truth  of  this  assertion  has 
been  verified  in  the  cholera  statistics  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  While  the 
Allopathists  have  lost  about  one-third  of  their  patients,  the  Homoeopathists 
have  lost  only  one  twentieth,  and  the  Botanies  have  been  still  more  suc- 
cessful, losing  only  one  fiftieth.  We  have  long  believed,  that,  if  our 
practice  could  only  have  the  opportunity  to  test  its  efficacy  in  some  of 
our  public  Institutions,  it  would  be  proved  the  most  successful ;  but  the 
prejudice  of  the  community  has  been  so  great,  that  only  in  a  very  few 
instances  can  an  opportunity  be  had  for  official  statistics.  All  we  ask 
is  an  equal  chance  with  others;  and,  if  we  cannot  show  our  superiority, 
we  will  then  withdraw  and  let  the  Allopathists,  the  Homoeopathists,  or 
Hydropathists  have  the  ground. 

We  rejoice  in  the  prosperity  of  any  reform,  that  has  a  tendency  to 
root  out  the  old  school  practice,  or  show  its  fallacy  or  inefficiency.  We 
think  the  Homoeopathic  tantamount  to  nothing,  indeed,  but  altogether 
superior  to  that  which  destroys  the  vital  principle.  Any  thing  adapted 
to  weaken  these  shackles  of  medical  tyranny  which  have  so  long  bound 
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the  world  in  slavish  chains,  will  assist  in   bringing  the  community  to 
value  truth  in  medical  science. 

We  advocate  a  wider  diffusion  of  medical  knowledge,  a  more  general 
education  on  the  subjects  of  Physiology,  Anatomy,  and  Hygiene.  These 
branches  should  be  taught  in  our  schools  and  higher  seminaries.  Liaht 
and  knowledge,  on  these  branches  alone,  would  almost  banish  the  use 
of  poisons  as  remedial  agents. 

We  were  forcibly  struck  with  the  following  remarks  from  a  little  tract 
on  the  Homoeopathic  doctrine,  addressed  to  those  who  are  about  to  em- 
ploy a  practitioner  of  that  order,  "Before  employing  a  Homoeopathic 
physician,  you  would  do  well  to  read  some  intelligent  and  popular  work 
upon  the  subject,  and  thus  make  yourself  acquainted  with  the  peculiar 
principle  upon  which  remedies  are  given,  and  see  how  it  differs  from  the 
practice  of  the  Old  School  which  you  frave  hitherto  pursued.  I  have 
always  found  that  patients  who  have  read  some  intelligent  author,  are 
much  more  amenable  to  treatment,  and  for  the  simple  cause  that  they 
have  pursued  some  train  of  reasoning  upon  the  subject ;  and,  certainly,  it 
is  a  question  worth  mooting,  before  you  apply  to  any  novel  system  of 
medical  practice,  to  know  whether  it  does  really  present  claims  apparent- 
ly reasonable,  and  to  which  you  would  be  willing  to  trust  your  health  and 
possibly  your  life." 

This  is  what  we  advocate  in  our  practice,  and  as  soon  as  the  mass  of 
the  people  become  enlightened,  the  Allopathic  system  will  fall,  and  a 
reformed  practice,  which  shall  be  founded  on  correct  physiological  princi- 
ples, will  take  the  place  of  it.  Just  let  the  people  become  acquainted 
with  the  philosophy  of  the  Botanic  system  and  understand  its  principles, 
and  they  will  soon  become  its  advocates  and  firm  supporters. 

In  conversation  with  a  friend,  a  few  days  since,  on  this  subject,  he 
observed,  that,  "  when  he  had  a  difficult  case  in  law,  he  went  to  the  best 
lawyer  he  could  find,  and  placed  implicit  confidence  in  his  ability  to 
manage  it.  So,  in  medicine,  he  sought  the  most  experienced,  and  the 
best  physician,  and  trusted  to  him.  So  says  and  does  theHindo,  in  res- 
pect to  the  priest,  and  the  devotee  of  the  pope  in  respect  to  him.  These 
men  place  their  whole  confidence  in  their  priests,  who,  they  have  been 
taught,  know  all  about  theology,  and  who  will  do  all  that  is  necessary. 
But,  methinks,  the  medical  devotee  will  suffer  temporally,  as  much  as  the 
other  will  spiritually. 

Does  it  become  us,  at  this  enlightened  period  of  the  world,  to  be  the 
slaves  of  the  physician,  any  more  than  the  willing  dupes  of  the  clergy- 
man ?  Ought  we  not  to  read,  understand,  and  think  for  ourselves  ? 
Many  complain  that  they  are  "  priest  ridden,1"  but  we  have  long  been 
convinced  that  the  community  are  "  doctor  ridden  ! !" 

Reform  in  medicine  will  be  perfectly  coextensive  with  the  intelligence 
of  the  people  on  the  subject. — Is  it  the  spirit  of  the  age  to  walk  in  the 
old  and  beaten  paths,  when  new  and  far  better  reads  are  already  prepared  ? 
Shall  we  let  this  slavish  obedience  to  ancient  authority  so  far  hold  us  in 
chains,  as  to  prevent  any  advancement?  Why  creep  along  at  the  old 
stage  pace  over  difficult  ways,  when  we  can  employ  steam  to  propel  us 
with  rail  road  speed  ? 
Worcester,  Aug.,  1849. 
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THE  NEW  YORK  ECLECTIC  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 

JOURNAL. 

The  first  number  of  this  publication  is  received.  It  is  issued  by  the 
N.  Y.  State  Eclectic  Medical  College,  and  the  Faculty  of  Central  Med- 
ical College,  and  is  edited  by  S.  H.  Potter,  M.  D.,  and  Charles  J.  Ken- 
worthy,  M.  D.,  two  of  the  Professors  in  said  College.  If  we  are  cor- 
rectly informed,  our  Eclectic  friends  generally  in  Ohio  and  New-York, 
are  now  planted  essentially  on  the  same  ground  with  Botanic  Practition- 
ers. The  following  paragragh  from  the  introduction  of  the  Editors,  de- 
fines pretty  distinctly  the  position  to  be  taken  by  the  Journal. 

"  The  Eclectic  Practice,  as  is  well  known,  totally  forbids  Mercurials, 
Antimonials,  Venesection,  and  the  free  use  of  Narcotics,  as  means 
which  tend  directly  to  undermine  the  natural  health  and  vigor  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  which,  according  to  the  best  medical  authorities,  often  leave 
effects  far  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the  original  disease  itself.  We  be- 
lieve the  God  of  Nature  has  abundantly  provided  harmless  and  efficient 
remedies  to  cure  every  curable  disease ;  and,  in  this  important  particular, 
as  in  all  others,  has  wisely  adapted  sublimely  simple  means  to  answer  im- 
portant ends.  While,  therefore,  we  discard  a  portion  of  the  treatment 
of  other  systems,  we  do  not  fail  to  supply  a  substitute.  Whatever 
is  good  in  any  and  all  other  systems,  we  adopt  in  ours ;  while  we  reject 
everything  which  we  deem  of  a  deleterious  or  doubtful  nature." 

The  publication  is  to  appear  monthly.  Each  number  is  to  contain  32 
pages  octavo,  and  the  work  is  put  at  the  low  price  of  $1,00  per  year. 
This  first  number  is  got  up  in  good  style,  and  contains  interesting  and 
valuable  matter.  Names  are  nothing,  if  so  be  that  the  truth  is  maintain- 
ed ;  and  we  wish  our  Eclectic  friends  all  success  in  establishing  the 
simplicity  of  medical  truth.     [Ed.] 


CENTRAL  MEDICAL  COLLEGE,  SYRACUSE,  K  Y. 

The  Fall  and  Winter  Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  com- 
mence on  the  FIRST  MONDAY  IN  NOVEMBER,  next,  and  will 
continue  sixteen  weeks.  The  aggregate  cost  of  Tickets  will  be  $55, 
including  Demonstrator's  fee.  The  Graduating  Class  will  receive  the 
benefit  of  extra  instruction  from  the  Faculty,  during  hours  not  appro- 
priated to  the  regular  exercises  of  the  College,  as  often  as  three  times 
per  week. 

FACULTY. 

J.  R.  Bush,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

C.  J.  Kenworthy,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Surgery. 
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S.  H.  Potter,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine 
and  Pathology. 

B.  S.  Heath,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women 
and  Children. 

F.  Larkin,  M.   D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Medical  Jurispru- 
dence. 
* Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy. 

Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Botany. 

P.  Lake,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

The  Matriculation  Ticket,  $5,  and  the  Graduation  Fee,  615.  Any 
student  can  have  the  privilege  of  attending  Lectures  in  this  Institution 
until  he  graduates,  by  the  payment  of  $100  in  advance. 

Good  Board  can  be  had  at  from  $1,50  to  §2,50  per  week  ;  and  stu- 
dents, by  clubbing  together,  can  live  well  at  an  expense  of  from  50  to  75 
cents  per  week. 

A  student  will  be  admitted  to  the  Lectures  gratuitously  from  each 
Senatorial  District  throughout  the  State,  by  paying  only  Matriculation, 
Demonstrator's,  and  Graduation  Fees.  This  arrangement  gives  to  thirty- 
two  students  annually,  the  sum  of  850  each.  Those  of  this  class  are 
to  be  promising  indigent  young  men  of  good  English  education,  and  of 
a  good  moral  character.  Sons  of  clergymen  and  physicians  will  have 
the  preference,  if  such  apply  in  season.  Such  students  are  to  be  recom- 
mended by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  a  Judge  of  the  County  in  which 
they  reside.  They  will  please  forward  their  applications,  as  soon  as  the 
first  of  October  next. 

The  following  works  are  recommended  by  the  Faculty : 

Anatomy. — Wistar,  Wilson,  Q,uain,'and  Horner. 

Surgery. — Druit,  Liston,  and  Miller. 

Theory  and  Practice. — Watson,Stokes  &  Bell,  Eberle,  Beach,  Howard, 
Smith,  Curtis,  and  Thomson. 

Physiology. — Carpenter,  Williams,  Dunglison,  and  Beach. 

Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. — Rigby,  Beach, 
Curtis,  and  Eberle. 

Chemistry. — Turner,  Gray,  and  Beck. 

Botany. — Eaton,  Bigelow,  Gray,  and  Wood. 

Materia  Medica. — Kost,  Nelligan,  Wood  &-  Bache. 

Pathology. — Gross,  Chomel,  Gallup,  and  Watson. 

Auscultation  and  Percussion. — Laennec,  Bowditch,  and  Watson. 

Medical  Jurisprudence. — Beck  and  Williams. 

Institutes  of  Medicine. — Gallup  and  Curtis. 

The  text  books  recommended  are  consulted  authoritatively,  when  de- 
scriptive of  actual  conditions,  as  is  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology, 
&c. ;  but  otherwise  eclectically,  with  careful  discrimination. 

The  fundamental  peculiarity  of  our  doctrine  in  the  treatment  of  dis- 
ease is,  that  nothing  should  be  used  as  a  remedy  that  will  injure  the 
human  constitution,  and  that  all  means  used  should  have  a  direct  ten- 
dency to  sustain,  and  not  depress  the  vital  powers. 

The  College  will  be  furnished  with  all  suitable  facilities  for  imparting 
a  thorough  and  correct  course  of  instruction  on  every  branch  of  Medical 
Science.  Dissections,  Surgical  Operations,  Illustrations,  and  Experiments 
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will  be  conducted  in  the  most  advantageous  and  instructive  manner.  It 
is  the  design  to  give  students  advantages  here  fully  equal  to  those  en- 
joyed at  any  other  Medical  College. 

*  The  names  of  the  other  Professors  will  be  announced  in  the  next  number  of  the 
Journal. 


From  the  N.  Y.  Eclectic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

CENTRAL  MEDICAL  COLLEGE,  SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. 

The  Central  Medical  College,  is  the  name  adopted  for  the  Med- 
ical Institution  recently  established  in  this  city.  The  title  is  at  once  ex- 
pressive of  its  locality  and  design,  its  situation  being  in  the  centre  of  the 
State,  and  its  object  to  concentrate,  in  a  thorough  organized  form,  the 
entire  strength  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Profession,  aiming  thereby  to 
ultimately  insure  its  general  adoption  throughout  the  State. 

We  have  recently  traveled  through  most  of  the  southern  and  western 
portions  of  New- York,  and  have  found  great  unanimity  among  our 
friends,  in  favor  of  this  enterprise.  Syracuse  was  urged  as  the  most  fa- 
vorable point  of  location,  by  reason  of  its  central  position,  and  the 
certain  prospect  of  its  increase  in  business  and  population.  Since  our 
return,  we  have  received  a  large  number  of  letters,  also  urging  the  pros- 
ecution of  the  enterprise.  We  feel  that  we  have  reason  to  congratulate 
ourselves  in  the  very  general  encouragement  which  we  have  received 
from  all  quarters  of  the  State. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Med- 
ical Society  of  Western  New- York,  said  Society  voted  unanimously  to 
discontinue  their  Medical  Institution  at  Randolph,  and  give  all  its  influ- 
ence to  build  up  a  similar  one  in  Syracuse. 

We  assure  our  friends  and  the  public,  that  every  care  will  be  taken  to 
render  the  Institution  equal  to  the  best  Medical  College  in  the  State ; 
and  that,  to  the  accomplishment  of  this  end,  we  shall  freely  devote  our 
time  and  means.  The  arrangements  we  have  already  made,  look  to  a 
thorough  and  scientific  course  of  medical  instruction. 

To  establish  a  good  Medical  College  is,  we  are  aware,  no  small  task. 
We  shall  need  the  aid  and  personal  sacrifice  of  every  true  friend  of 
Eclecticism  in  the  State.  At  Syracuse  there  is  a  disposition  to  aid  us 
liberally,  and  we  are  happy  to  say  that  our  friends  fully  appreciate  the 
benefit  such  an  establishment  will  prove  to  the  city. 

It  is  proposed  to  build  in  Syracuse,  a  college  edifice,  worth  $10,000, 
put  into  shares  of  $100  each, — ten  per  cent  of  each  share  to  be  paid  in 
advance,  and  ten  per  cent  of  the  balance  to  be  paid  every  three  months 
thereafter,  with  interest,  until  the  whole  is  paid.  The  Institution  to  be 
under  the  control  of  the  Trustees  already  appointed  for  that  purpose,  by 
the  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society,  incorporated  under  the  law  passed 
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by  the  Legislature  of  New^York,  April  12,  1848.  Somewhat  over  one 
half  of  the  shares  will  be  taken  by  our  friends  in  Syracuse  and  vicinity, 
— our  friends  in  different  parts  of  the  State  will  take  the  balance. 
Quite  a  number,  from  various  quarters,  have  already  signified  their  read- 
iness to  take  shares.      Others  will  please  forward  their  names. 

We  hope  to  place  before  our  readers,  an  engraving  of  the  plan  of  the 
edifice,  in  the  next  number  of  the  Journal. 

Pleasant  and  commodious  halls  will  be  in  readiness  for  the  Fall  and 
Winter  Course  of  Lectures.  Each  branch  of  Medical  Science  will  be 
fully  illustrated  with  suitable  drawings  and  apparatus,  and  there  will  be 
ample  material  for  the  practical  illustration  of  Anatomy. 

Any  further  information  in  regard  to  the  College  will  be  given  on  ap- 
plication to  the  Editors  of  the  Journal,  by  letter,  post  paid. 


NEW-YORK  STATE  ECLECTIC  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

This  Society  was  incorporated  by  a  law  passed,  April  12,  1848,  with 
power  to  estsblish  a  Medical  College  in  Syracuse,  grant  diplomas,  and 
with  all  other  privileges  and  immunities,  usually  enjoyed  by  similar  State 
Associations. 

Said  society  is  thoroughly  organized,  under  the  act  of  incorporation, 
and  will  proceed  immediately  to  adopt  measures  to  erect  a  beautiful  and 
substantial  college  edifice.  It  is  not  expected,  however,  to  complete  the 
buildings  until  a  year  from  the  first  of  September  next. 

Suitable  rooms  will  be  rented  for  the  fall  and  winter  term  of  lectures, 
and  every  exertion  will  be  made  by  the  Society  to  secure  all  suitable 
facilities  to  enable  the  Faculty  of  the  college,  to  impart  a  thorough 
course  of  instruction. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  named  Society  will  be  held  in 
Syracuse,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  January  next,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M. 
An  address  will  be  delivered  by  the  President  of  the  Society,  on  that 
occasion.    Ib. 


ABUSE  OF  MAGNESIA. 

People  should  be  very  careful  in  the  use  of  Magnesia.  It  is  a  very 
dangerous  substance,  to  use ;  and  there  are,  too  many,  we  believe,  who  use 
it  for  the  stomach,  or  "  heart  burn,"  who  do  not  know  the  dangers  at- 
tending its  employment  for  that  purpose.  The  use  of  it  has  been  the 
cause  of  many  cases  of  "stone ;"  and  it  has  been  discovered  that  the  ter- 
rible disease  in  Switzerland  called  Goitre,  is  due  to  the  action  of  magne- 
sian  salts  on  the  system  of  the  inhabitants — the  salts  being  found  in  solu- 
tion with  the  waters  of  the  Swiss  valleys. — Ex.  paper. 
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THE  CHOLERA. 

Cholera  is  a  disease  of  the  vascular  system.  An  inverted  action  of 
the  fluids  of  the  body  takes  place ;  they  are  thrown  inwardly  upon  the 
stomach  and  bowels,  and  with  such  force,  in  violent  cases,  that  the  blood 
is  deprived  of  its  serum,  the  muscles  are  contracted,  the  whole  system 
emptied  of  its  fluid  contents,  and  collapse  and  death  speedily  ensue. — 
These  facts  explain  at  once  the  rationale  of  the  treatment  which  should 
be  adopted.  The  indication  is  to  re-establish  the  normal  action  of  the 
fluids,  and  to  divert  them  back  to  the'surface,  whither  they  most  natur- 
ally tend.  The  most  proper  medicines  are  those  which  restrain  the 
action  of  the  bowels,  and  by  their  stimulating  and  diffusing  character, 
produce  a  prompt  determination  to  the  skin.  External  applications  and 
frictions  which  aid  in  producing  a  healthy  surface  action,  are  included 
in  those  remedies  which  are  known  to  possess  efficacy  in  arresting  the 
disease. 

The  peculiar  nature  of  the  malady,  and  its  effects  upon  the  vascular 
system,  give  rise  to  many  useful  and  instructive  suggestions.  Fluids  in 
the  system  are  in  general  governed  by  the  same  hydrostatic  laws  as  fluids 
out  of  the  system.  Some  of  the  wisest  and  most  salutary  provisions  of 
nature  have  reference  to  the  disposition,  distribution,  and  regulative  ac- 
tion of  fluids.  These  laws  are  all  based  upon  the  profoundest  wisdom  ; 
and  it  is  remarkable  that  fluids  out  of  place,  either  in  the  body  or  out  of 
it,  always  occasion  more  or  less  inconvenience  or  injury.  In  regard  to 
the  human  system,  if  they  are  thrown  suddenly  upwards  upon  the  brain, 
they  produce  apoplexy  ;  if  abnormally  upon  the  kidney,  they  cause  diabe- 
tes ;  if  upon  cavities  and  cellular  structure,  dropsy;  if  too  much  upon  the 
surface,  sweating  sickness;  and,  if  upon  the  bowels,  cholera. 

In  every  human  frame  the  fluids  predominate  in  volume  over  the  sol- 
ids; but,  in  some  constitutions,  the  excess  is  much  greater  and  more  ap- 
parent, than  in  others ;  that  is,  with  those  who  possess  sanguineous,  and 
especially  with  the  phlegmatic  or  watery  temperaments.  In  this  class 
must  be  included  children,  who  are  very  vascular  and  predisposed  tofbow- 
el  affections. 

Moisture  is  an  element  of  growth.  Vascularity  favors  luxuriancy  both 
in  animals  and  vegetables.  Children,  from  their  vascularity,  are  in  a 
growing  state,  and  plethoric  persons  in  mature  life  are  no  less  so,  and  in- 
crease in  size,  not  by  height,  but  by  breadth  or  continual  enlargement 
and  expansion.  There  is  an  opposite  condition  of  things,  namely,  with 
the  non-vascular,  or  the  attenuated,  who  lose  instead  of  gaining  ; — these 
decline  and  waste  away.  They  grow  small  by  degrees,  but  not  beauti- 
fully less.  Strong  able  bodied  individuals  have  their  vascular  systems 
in  harmony  with  their  powerful  physical  developments.  Hence,  these  as 
well  as  all  others  of  full  habits  or  robust  health,  are  prone  to  severe  visi- 
tations by  any  violent  disease,  such  as  cholera,  plague,   or  yellow  fever. 

In  the  East  Indies,  where  the  cholera  commits  fearful  ravages,  and  is 
remarkably  quick  in  its  course,  I  was  struck  with  the  plump,  round,  and 
vascular  forms  of  the  inhabitants  in  that  portion  of  the  world, 


258  SCIENTIFIC    INTELLIGENCE. 

Such  generally  are  the  Irish ;  and  of  this  description  are  the  blacks  of 
the  South,  who  suffer  more  from  the  scourge  than  the  whites.  The  por- 
iferous structure  of  their  skins  not  only  favors  perspiration,  but  admits 
the  escape  of  animal  effluvia,  and,  when  interrupted  in  its  functions,  ex- 
poses them  at  once  to  a  danger  of  this  kind ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  it  ex- 
empts them  under  ordinary  circumstances  from  febrile  attacks. 

Again,  cholera  is  always  rendered  worse  by  moist,  close,  vapory,  and 
oppressive  weather,  a  condition  of  the  atmosphere  which  predisposes  to 
languor  and  debility,  and  a  general  relaxation  of  the  tissues, and  was  pre- 
cisely the  kind  of  weather  experienced  in  New  Orleans  the  last  winter, 
during  the  epidemic  there ;  for,  although  it  was  the  winter  season,  the 
temperature  was  generally  that  of  summer,  or  that  kind  of  cold  which 
aggravates  a  disease  without  arresting  it. 

We  are  now  commencing  the  worst  month  in  the  year,  (August,)  when 
bowel  affections  are  always  numerous  and  more  common  than  any  other 
complaints;  and,  to  diminish  the  violence  of  the  epidemic,  those  persons 
who,  from  constitutional  liabilities  and  peculiarities  are  most  exposed  to  it, 
require  to  exercise  the  strictest  precautions.  The  tone  of  the  system 
should  be  maintained  by  exercise  and  wholesome  fare.  Abstinence  and 
close  living  are  out  of  place,  as  we  are  not  contending  against  inflamma- 
tory action.  Dry  frictions  and  rubbing  the  body  night  and  morning,  act 
with  more  efficacy  than  bathing.  The  latter  should  never  be  used  to 
such  a  degree  as  to  occasion  paleness.  Many  persons  do  not  seem  to 
be  aware  that  bathing  can  be  carried  to  excess. 

In  case  of  debility,  or  where  there  is  a  discolored  condition  of  the 
bowels,  it  should  be  immediately  intermitted,  either  warm  or  cold,  and 
applications  of  alcohol,  cologne  or  brandy,  paregoric  or  laudanum,  made 
with  dry  frictions  over  the  stomach,  loins,  &c.  They  should  be  well 
and  briskly  rubbed  in. 

If  the  system  should  be  very  vascular,  with  other  prudential  measures 
and  invigorating  means,  the  living  should  consist  of  nutricious  meats,  and 
some  dry  absorbent  bread,  such  as  soda  Boston  biscuit. 

In  a  disease  characterized  by  fluidity,  excessive  drinks,  which  sur- 
charge the  vessels  and  keep  up  unfavorable  tendencies,  should  be  avoided. 

There  is  one  peculiarity  of  the  cholera  which  is  worthy  of  notice. — 
One  attack  does  not  insure  an  exemption  from  subsequent  ones,  but  in- 
creases the  liability  to  them.  In  this  respect  it  is  like  the  influenza;  but, 
unlikeomany  other  epidemics,  such  as  small  pox,  measles,  the  plague, 
yellow  fever,  &c. — Dr.  Bettner. 


SCIENTIFIC  INTELLIGENCE. 

It  is  stated  that  a  Mr.  Frankland  has  made  a  discovery  of  what  he 
calls  ethyl,  or  the  base  of  ether  ;  and  it  is  thought  that  this  base  will  tend 
to  the  elucidation  of  many  involved  questions  connected  with  the  phe- 
nomena of  etherization,  and  will  prove  of  great  value  to  all  chemists. — 
Ex.  Paper. 
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From  the  New  York  Tribune. 

TREATMENT  OE  CHOLERA. 

The  writer  of  this  article  is  not  a  physician  of  any  school,  nor  has  he 
any  pecuniary  interest,  to  the  value  of  a  cent,  in  the  sale  of  any  cholera 
specific,  or  the  prevalence  of  one  mode  of  medical  practice  more  than 
another.  He  is  of  the  opinion,  however,  that  one  substantial  fact,  in  re- 
gard to  the  treatment  of  the  epedemic  cholera,  is  worth  whole  acres  of 
speculations  and  theories ;  and  that  observation  and  experience  are  far 
safer  guides,  than  the  wisdom  of  school  men.  In  '32  and  '34  he  was  in 
the  midst  of  cholera,  and  he  is  now  familiar  with  it.  He  has  seen  it  in 
all  its  forms  and  phases,  and  his  professional  duties,  as  a  clergyman,  have 
brought  him  in  contact  with  the  physicians  of  every  school,  and  given 
him  ample  opportunities  of  witnessing  and  comparing  their  various  de- 
grees of  success.  Of  a  large  number  of  cases  which  have  come  under 
his  immediate  observation,  the  result  is  as  follsws :  Of  those  treated  by 
the  "  Regular  Faculty"  something  more  than  one  half  have  died.  Hom- 
oeopathy and  Hydropathy  are  generally  successful ;  but  few  of  these  in- 
stances have  come  under  the  immediate  cognizance  of  the  writer,  and  he 
cannot  therefore  speak  so  confidently  or  precisely  from  actual  knowledge. 
With  the  Botanic  or  Thomsonian  practice,  however,  he  has  been  quite 
familiar,  and  has  seen  its  application  in  many  instances ;  and  he  has  yet 
to  see  the  first  instance  of  its  failure.  He  does  not  pretend  to  say,  that 
no  instance  of  this  kind  has  occurred,  for,  it  is  presumed,  that  there  are 
cases  which  are  beyond  the  reach  of  human  means ;  but,  if  in  the  city  of 
Albany,  in  '32  and  '34,  or  in  this  city,  during  the  present  epidemic,  a 
man,  woman  or  child  has  died  of  cholera  under  the  judicious  application 
of  Thomsonian  remedies,  it  has  escaped  not  only  the  observation  but 
the  careful  inquiries  of  the  writer. 

Many  sage  counsels  have  been  given  to  the  public  in  regard  to  the 
safe  mode  to  be  pursued,  in  case  of  an  attack  of  cholera,  but  they  gen- 
erally end  with  the  stereotype  phrase,  "  Send  immediately  for  a  physi- 
cian." Doubtful  policy,  in  the  judgment  of  the  writer ;  at  any  rate, 
facts  prove  it  to  be  very  unsuccessful  in  saving  life.  The  observation  of 
the  writer  of  this  has  satisfied  him  that  the  following  is  a  much  safer 
mode  of  procedure  :  On  the  first  approach  of  cholera,  immerse  the  feet 
in  hot  water,  as  hot  as  the  patient  can  bear ;  put  into  the  water  a  quan- 
tity of  mustard  or  pulverized  capsicum,  and  add  hot  water  as  the  tem- 
perature goes  down.  If  the  pains  be  severe,  apply  a  mustard  plaster  to 
the  abdomen.  Take  copious  draughts  of  stimulating  drinks; — the  "  Su- 
dorific Tincture  "  or  the  "  Cholera  Syrup,"  prepared  at  most  of  the 
Thomsonian  Laboratories,  is  best  of  all.  But,  if  this  is  not  at  hand,  a 
strong  decoction  of  ginger  or  cayenne  will  do,  and  even  a  hot  brandy 
punch,  with  the  addition  of  a  good  share  of  essence  of  pepperment,  need 
not  be  discarded.  Go  vigorously  to  work  after  this  fashion  ;  and,  while 
you  are  thus  employed  send  for  the  doctor,  if  you  choose;  and,  when  he 
comes,  if  he  is  a  well  informed  man,  he  will  say  the  patient  is  doing  well, 
and  bid  you  persevere.     It  is  not  the  province  of  the  writer  to  propound 


O(}0  CHOLERA. 


any  theory  on  which  the  above  course  of  treatment  is  founded,  though 
he  is  satisfied  that  it  is  based  upon  the  only  true  philosophy  of  cholera. 
He  recommends  it  only  because  in  his  extended  observation  he  has  nev- 
er known  a  patient  to  die  of  cholera  who  was  thus  treated.  W. 

[We  know  the  writer  of  the  above  to  be  a  worthy,  truthful,  disinter- 
ested man,  and  very  gladly  publish  his  testimony;  but  (as  on  other  cases) 
without  indicating  any  opinion  of  our  own  on  the  subject.  Our  igno- 
rance with  regard  to  the  Thomsonian  practice  of  Medicine  is  very  dense 
indeed.— Ed.  Trib.] 


From  the  Kochester  Evening  News. 

CHOLERA. 

The  papers  of  yesterday  morning  contain  a  report  of  two  cases  of 
cholera,  both  of  which  occurred  on  board  the  canal  boat  "  Blue  Bell," 
and  terminated  fatally,  although  several  of  the  medical  profession  wTere 
in  attendance.  The  public  are  informed  that  when  medical  attendance 
was  called,  Peterson  "  was  in  a  state  of  collapse,  skin  blue,  cold,  and 
much  wrinkled,  pulse  scarcely  perceptible."  The  treatment,  we  have 
been  informed,  consisted  in  part  of  two  general  bleedings,  leeches  to  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  body— ice  and  ice-water  were  freely  administered  to 
the  patient.  What  other  remedies  were  administered,  we  have  not  been 
informed,  but  this  is  a  sufficient  sample  of  a  boasted  scientific  knowledge 
of  4,000  years.  Any  common  sense  old  woman  would  have  adopted  a 
more  rational  course. 

It  is  a  well  established  fact,  that  in  cases  of  cholera  there  is  a  o-reat 
diminution  of  the  natural  heat  of  the  body,  the  blood  is  obstructed  in  its 
circulation,  the  extremities  become  cold,  the  determining  powers  are 
drawn  inward,  when  a  diarrhoea  and  vomiting  follow,  and  the  system  be- 
comes rapidly  reduced.  Such  a  state  of  the  system  would  seem  to  indi- 
cate the  impropriety  of  resorting  to  ice  and  blood  letting.  It  is  ac- 
knowledged by  the  best  authors  of  the  medical  Faculty,  "  that  all  poisons 
have  a  tendency  to  rapidly  reduce  the  vitality  of  the  system,"  and  "that 
in  the  blood  is  the  life,  and  he  who  takes  blood  from  his  patients  not  on- 
ly takes  away  an  organ  of  life,  but  a  part  of  life  itself." 

It  seems  from  the  report,  that  Peterson  drank  freely  of  ice  water  and 
lemonade  the  day  before  his  death,  to  which  is  attributed  the  cause  of 
attack.  In  the  cold  stage  of  his  disease,  ice  and  blood  letting  were  re- 
sorted to.  This  is  jumbling  causes  and  cures  with  a  vengeance.  If  such 
be  a  specimen  of  Allopathic  treatment  and  success,  let  us  pray  to  be  pre- 
served from  falling  into  their  hands. 

A.  CLARK. 

Rochester,  June  30th,  1849. 
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HYDRARGYRUM. 

Professor  Newton  : — Will  you  permit  me,  through  the  columns  of  your 
Journal,  to  present  a  little  light  on  the  effects  of  mercury,  by  giving  a  few 
quotations  from  Ballard  and  Garrod's  Therapeutics,  as  follows? 

"  When  mercury,  in  a  state  of  minute  division,  as  in  the  unguentum 
Hydrargyri,  [mercurial  ointment,]  is  rubbed  upon  the  skin,  it  is  partial- 
ly absorbed,  and,  entering  the  circulation,  produces  the  same  effects  on 
the  general  system,  as  when  internally  administered. " 

"  Fluid  mercury,  in  its  unextinguished  state,  is  never  employed  now 
as  a  remedy  ;  but  various  preparations  contain  it  in  a  highly  divided 
state,  in  which  it  is  flitted  [not  so]  for  internal  use.  Its  action  when 
thus  given  is  not  yet  distinctly  understood."  The  action  of  calomel  not 
yet  understood  by  those  who  use  it !  So  say  these  London  doctors. 
"  Upon  which  gland  or  set  of  glands  its  action  shall  be  chiefly  produced 
appears  in  a  great  measure  to  depend  on  concomitant  circumstances." 
And  it  appears  again,  that  these  "concomitant  circumstances  are  not 
always  so  managed  as  to  cause  calomel  to  have  the  desired  effect,  unless 
the  desire  is  to  have  a  very  bad  effect.  For,  "  when  its  use  has  been 
long  continued,  or  when  large  doses  have  been  given,  it  occasions  an 
affection  of  the  mouth  almost  peculiar  to  itself.  The  gums  become 
swelled,  tender,  and  red  ;  and  there  is  a  great  increase  of  the  salivary  se- 
cretion, at  the  same  time  that  the,  glands  themseves  swell  and  become 
painful  to  the  touch.  This  state  may  pass  off  in  a  few  days,  or  it  may 
run  on  to  a  further  stage.  The  face  generally,  or  only  one  side,  may 
become  much  swollen,  the  secretion  of  saliva  very  excessive,  and  smart- 
ing of  the  mouth  extreme,  the  tongue  covered  with  a  thick  white  coat,  or 
partially  ulcerated,  the  jaws  unable  to  be  opened,  the  gums  and  cheeks 
covered  inside  by  sloughing  ulcers;  the  teeth  drop  out,  and  sometimes 
portions  of  the  alveolar  processes  are  necrosed."  "In  some  cases,  other 
ill  effects  arise  from  the  use  of  mercury."  "  In  other  circumstances 
diarrhcea  is  induced ;"  and  yet  calomel  is  the  very  remedy  to  cure  diar- 
rhoea !  "  And  in  some  instances  a  vesicular  eruption  appears  upon  the 
skin,  which  is  called  Eczema  mercuriale.  Various  other  affections,  such 
as  enlargement  of  the  glands,  ulceration,  sloughing,  nervous  paralysis, 
and  wasting  of  the  body,  have  been  known  to  follow  the  use  of  mercury. 
In  some  idiosyncracies  the  smallest  dose  produces  these  ill  effects:"  and 
yet  there  may  be  found  some  who  prefer  running  the  risk  of  some  or  all 
of  these  "  ill  effects,"  rather  than  undergo  the  unpleasant  operation  of  a 
dose  of  lobelia,  which  they  have  never  known  to  injure  any  one  yet. 

"  Mercury  when  taken  becomes  absorbed,  and  can  be  detected  in  the 
various  secretions,  and  also  in  the  solids  of  the  body,  as  in  the  bones,  in 
which  it  has  been  found  in  its  metalic  state," —  thus  making  the  human 
body  a  pretty  good  barometer.  "  The  vapor  of  mercury,  when  absorb- 
ed, is  very  apt  to  produce  a  tremor  of  the  muscles  and  other  ill  effects." 

"  It  has  long  been  held  to  have  a  specific  power  in  destroying  the  poi- 
son of  syphilis."  But  now  diseases  have  so  changed,  or  the  notions  of 
doctors,  [I  presume  the  latter,]  that,  "  as  regards  its  employment  in  syph- 
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ilis,  little  need  be  said';  as  it  has  been  now  fully  proved,  that  it  is  not 
essential  for  the  cure  of  any  of  its  protean  variety,  and  the  severe  saliva- 
tion, formerly  had  recourse  to,  is  not  only  unnecessary  but  injurious  and 
cruel."     [Pages  129-30-31. [ 

"  Calomel  is  perhaps  more  extensively  employed  than  any  other  mer- 
curial." "  In  doses  of  a  few  grains  it  generally  acts  as  a  purgative, 
increasing  the  quantity  of  bile,  and  the  secretions  from  the  intestines, 
glands,  and  mucpus  surfaces.  In  children  it  frequently  produces  a  pecul- 
iar green  appearance  of  the  feces."  "  The  constitutional  effects  of 
calomel  are  the  same  as  those  of  any  other  mercurial."  [Page  135.] 
So  much  for  Allopathic  testimony.  J.  B.  SPIERS. 

Dinwiddie  Co.,    Va.,  Aug.,  1849. 


ASIATIC  CHOLERA. 

Much  has  been  written  and  said  by  the  professedly  learned  as  to  the 
cause  of  this  disease;  and  a  great  difference  of  opinion  still  exists. 

The  most  philosophical  theory  seems  to  be,  an  unusual  proportion  of 
nitrogen  in  the  atmosphere  we  breathe,  caused  in  many  localities  by  the 
rapid  decomposition  of  vegetable  substances.  This  has  been  sufficient- 
ly proved  from  the  fact,  that  cholera  and  other  pestilential  diseases  have 
been  always  most  prevalent  in  low  grounds,  crowded  cities,  filthy  streets 
and  houses,  and  on  ship  board,  where  many  persons,  by  being  crowded 
together,  are  compelled  to  inhale  an  impure  atmosphere.  The  air  becomes 
impregnated  with  a  superabundance  of  nitrous  gas  in  those  peculiar  lo- 
calities ; — hence  persons  inhabiting  those  places  are  constantly  inhaling  its 
deleterious  properties. 

NITRE  or  SALTPETRE,  when  taken  in  too  large  quantities,  in  a 
crude  state  or  in  solution,  produces  a  distressing  chill  through  the  sys- 
tem, attended  with  violent  cramps  of  the  stomach  and  limbs,  and  a  cold 
sweat  upon  the  body  and  extremities.  This  effect  is  caused  by  the  cold 
and  poisonous  nature  of  the  article  ;  and,  if  the  patient  is  not  soon  relieved, 
an  excessive  cold  sweat  follows,  a  purpleness  of  the  lips,  finger  and  toe 
nails,  a  contraction  of  the  skin  upon  the  hands  and  feet,  cramps  and  con- 
vulsions, and  death  soon  terminates  the  scene,  unless  efficient  and  appro- 
priate remedies  are  immediately  administered. 

When  the  atmosphere  from  any  cause  becomes  infected  with  a  super- 
abundance of  nitrous  gas,  we  are  constantly  inhaling  it  into  the  lungs, 
from  which  it  passes  into  the  circulation,  destroying  the  oxygen  of  the 
blood,  rendering  it  purple  and  thick,  and  every  breath  is  reducing  the 
vital  heat  or  principle  of  life.  The  senses  become  paralized,  in  the  same 
proportion  as  the  vitality  of  the  system  is  reduced  ; — nature  makes  a  feeble 
effort  to  eradicate  the  poison  from  the  system,  by  relax  and  vomiting,  by 
which  means  the  system  becomes  more  reduced;  the  determining  powers 
are  drawn  inward ;  then  follows  the  appearance  of  rice  water  discharges 
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from  the  bowels,  the  extremities  become  cold,  a  cold  clammy  sweat  cov- 
ers the  surface,  cramps  &c.  follow. 

The  cholera  is  now  raging  in  many  places  in  our  country,  and  it  is 
important  that  we  come  to  some  correct  conclusion  in  regard  to  the  pre- 
disposing or  exciting  cause  ;  but  it  is  "  FAR  MORE  IMPORTANT," 
that  we  have  a  "  safe  and  efficient  Remedy  "  at  hand.  Some  have  rec- 
ommended calomel,  depletion,  &e.  Experience  has  proved  that  such 
treatment  is  wrong, — that  such  agents  and  means  have  a  tendency  to  rap- 
idly reduce  the  vitality  of  the  system,  leaving  nature  to  contend  with 
both  the  disease  and  poisons,  which  of  themselves  would  make  a  well 
man  sick.  It  is  not  at  all  surprising  that  the  cholera  has  made  such  ter- 
rible ravages  in  every  place  where  poisons  and  depletion  have  been  re- 
sorted to. 

Our  object  should  be  in  all  cases  to  assist  nature  in  her  efforts  to  rid  her- 
self of  disease.  In  case  of  cholera  there  is  a  diminution  of  the  natural  heat 
of  the  body,  the  blood  is  obstructed  in  its  circulation,  the  extremities  be- 
come cold,  the  determining  powers  are  drawn  inward,  when  a  diarrhoea 
follows.  In  this  stage  of  the  disease  our  object  should  be,  to  restore  the 
heat  of  the  body  to  its  natural  condition,  equalize  the  circulation,  pro- 
duce a  determination  to  the  surface.  These  effects  may  be  easily  pro- 
duced by  CLARK'S  CHOLERA  COMPOUND !  and  the  disease  arrest- 
ed. 

In  a  more  advanced  stage,  or  violent  attack  of  the  disease,  after  the 
rice  water  discharges  have  commenced,  attended  with  violent  pains  in 
the  stomach  and  bowels,  purpleness  of  the  lips,  finger  and  toe  nails, 
cramps  of  the  limbs,  &c.  it  will  be  best  to  use  both  the  compound 
above  mentioned  and  CLARK'S  CHOLERA  SOLUTION.  Full  di- 
rections accompany  each  bottle.  The  above  active  and  efficient  Com- 
pounds are  prepaired  from  the  vegetable  kingdom,  and  are  entirely  des- 
titute of  all  poisonous  and  narcotic  properties,  and  can  be  taken  with 
perfect  safety.  Prepared  and  sold  by  A.  CLARK,  Botanic  Physician, 
No.  92,  Monroe  Street,  Rochester ;  also  for  sale  by  POST  &  WILLIS, 
Druggists,  No.  4,  Exchange  street,  Rochester. 


SUPPOSED  DISLOCATION  OF  CERVICAL  VERTEBRA-RE- 
COVERY. 

From  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

A  report  of  a  case  of  dislocation  of  the  cervical  vertebrae,  in  a  late 
number  of  your  Journal,  has  induced  me  to  mention  a  case  of  which  I 
had  knowledge,  and  which  I  had  hoped  to  see  in  the  Journal  from  the 
pen  of  the  physician  who  first  saw  it.  Having  seen  no  such  report,  and 
believing  there  are  features  in  it  somewhat  remarkable,  I  will  give  what 
facts  I  am  in  possession  of. 

Some  time  in  the  month  of  November,  in  the  year  1841,  Mr.  S , 

I  should  think  about  60  years  of  age,  was  overturned  in  his  sleigh,  very 
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suddenly,  while  driving  quite  fast,  by  the  striking  of  one  runner  against 
a  stone.  He  struck  upon  one  side  and  rather  upon  the  back  of  the  neck 
and  shoulders.  When  taken  up,  he  seemed  not  much  hurt,  but  present- 
ed the  singular  appearance  of  the  face  turned  to  the  left  shoulder.  In  my 
absence,  Dr.  B.,  and  a  student  in  the  office,  visited  him.  They  found 
the  old  man  calm  and  quiet,  and  suffering  only  from  the  malposition  of 
the  head,  pitched  a  trifle  forward,  and  the  face  turned  to  nearly  a  right 
angle  to  its  normal  position.  The  accident  was  regarded  as  a  disloca- 
tion of  the  cervical  vetebrse,  either  between  the  3d  and  4th,  or  4th  and 
5th;  and  attempts  were  made  to  accomplish  reduction,  unsuccessfully, 
however.  Affairs  remained  in  this  way  several  days.  On  my  return,  I 
learned  the  nature  of  the  accident,  and  the  fact  that  he  would  send  for 
me,  if  he  wished  any  medical  aid.  In  a  day  or  two,  however,  happening 
to  be  in  the  same  neighborhood,  I  called,  and  was  very  much  surprised  to 
see  no  traces  of  the  accident.  The  face  was  holding  its  usual  relation 
to  the  rest  of  the  body.  The  account  given  by  Mr.  S.  and  his  family 
was  that  the  malposition  continued  unchanged,  till  the  morning  before. 
The  only  inconvenience  he  suffered  was  mechanical,  and  the  very  nat- 
ural one  of  having  all  the  organs  of  sense,  and  avenues  to  the  interior, 
transferred  to  so  odd  a  locality.  He  was  obliged  to  be  fed  by  others, 
and  could  move  when  on  his  bed  only  by  assistance.  If  when  prone 
upon  his  bed,  he  wished  to  rise,  he  raised  his  head  by  his  hands.  Every 
functional  operation  of  his  system  was  undisturbed.  This  continued  till 
the  morning  previous  to  my  call.  That  morning,  as  he  attempted  to  lift 
his  head,  with  a  snap  it  flew  round  into  place,  and  he  walked  out  to 
breakfast,  surprising  his  family  by  actually  following  his  nose,  which  he 
had  been  obliged  to  decline  doing  for  some  days  previous.  No  especial 
inconvenience  followed.  R. 

July,  1849, 


CHOLERA. 

We  are  informed,  that  a  person  who  has  been  engaged  as  a  driver  on 
a  stage,  and  had  eaten  a  meal  on  board  the  Blue  Bell,  is  now  sick  of  the 
cholera  at  Bushnell's  Basin.  He  is  lying  in  a  barn,  with  nothing  between 
him  and  the  floor  but  a  cotton  tick ;  but  there  is  some  hopes  of  his  re- 
covery,^ consequence  probablyofthe  want  of  accommodation,  and  drink- 
ing up  the  bottles  of  water  which  were  placed  around  him  to  keep  him 
warm.  This  is  in  accordance  with  the  facts  respecting  the  fever  in  Ire- 
land, where  the  majority  of  those  who  were  nursed  and  doctored  died, 
and  the  majority  of  those  who  lay  by  the  roadside  and  in  fields  recovered. 

We  do  not  feel  inclined  to  blame  men  because  they  are  not  willing  to 
admit  cholera  patients  into  their  houses  ;  but  now  that  the  disease  is  on 
the  various  channels  of  commerce,  the  authorities  ought  to  provide  com- 
fortable accommodations  at  convenient  distances  on  the  canals  and  rail- 
roads.— Roch.  Eve.  News. 
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[From  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

ON  LARGE  DOSES  OF  CALOMEL  IN  CHOLERA,  &C. 

By  W.  Sutton,  M.  D.  of  Georgetown,  Ky.,  with  remarks  by  Prof.  J.  Bigelow  of  Boston. 

[We  publish  the  following  to  show,  how  divided  in  opinion,  in  regard  to  mercury, 
our  Allopathic  brethren  are.  Dr.  Bigelow,  and  his  associates  in  the  Medical  School 
at  Boston,  have  for  years  taught,  that,  in  fever,  calomel  does  no  good  ;  that  every 
patient  who  recovers  with  its  use  would  have  recovered  without  it.  Dr.  B.,  it 
seems,  has  formed  a  similar  opinion  in  regard  to  its  appropriateness  in  cholera  ■  and 
yet  it  is  the  sheet-anchor  of  the  hopes  of  most  country  physicians,  in  almost  all 
grave  diseases.  We  would  respectfully  ask  Dr.  B.  and  others  to  inquire,  whether, 
since  they  think  they  have  found,  that,  in  some  diseases,  mercury  is  useless,  it  may 
not  be  equally  useless  in  others. — Ed.  Jour.] 

[The  following  letter,  illustrative  of  the  use  of  calomel  in  the  western 
States,  has  been  sent  to  us  for  publication.  It  is  addressed  to  Professor 
Bigelow  of  this  city,  who  had  expressed  a  suspicion  that  the  calomel 
used  in  such  large  doses  at  the  West,  might  be  of  inferior  quality,  adul- 
terated, as  sometimes  happens  in  commerce,  with  chalk  or  gypsum.  A 
sample  of  western  calomel  sent  with  the  letter,  did  not  reach  us.  We 
have  submitted  the  letter  to  Dr.  Bigelow,  who  remarks  as  follows.] 

I  know  of  no  sufficient  reason  for  believing  that  calomel  cures  cholera 
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in  any  doses,  large  or  small.  On  the  contrary,  it  notoriously  fails,  and 
has  failed,  in  most  parts  of  the  world  where  it  has  been  abundantly  tried. 
In  no  part  of  our  own  country  have  we  heard  of  its  being  so  boldly  ad- 
ministered for  this  disease,  as  in  our  western  States ;  and  in  few  parts  of 
the  world  has  a  greater  mortality  attended  the  epidemic.  What  confi- 
dence has  calomel  earned  for  itself  in  such  cities  as  St.  Louis  and  Cincin- 
nati, where  hundreds  of  people  have  been  dying  daily,  notwithstanding 
the  prevailing  use  of  this  drug?  Would  any  medicinal  appliance,  ac- 
tive or  inert,  have  been  followed  by  more  disastrous  results?  It  is  the 
bane  of  medical  science,  that  physicians  do  not  publish  their  unsuccess- 
ful cases — that  scores  of  failures  are  suffered  to  pass  without  notice, 
while  a  few  recoveries  or  escapes  (which  perhaps  have  been  retarded  or 
jeopardized  by  some  heroic  practice)  have  been  circulated  as  cures  ef- 
fected by  means  of  that  practice.  Every  physician  who  has  had  much 
to  do  with  grave  epidemics,  well  knows  that  the  violence  of  cases  varies 
with  personal  predisposition  and  circumstances ;  that  there  are  slight  ca- 
ses which  recover  under  almost  any  treatment,  good  or  bad  ;  and  grave 
cases  which  end  fatally,  whatever  may  be  the  practice  employed.  Witness 
smallpox,  scarlet  fever,  influenza,  and  cholera,  the  cases  of  which  are  as  dif- 
ferent in  the  diognosis  which  they  justify,  as  the  cases  of  gun-shot  wounds 
on  a  battle  field.  Yet  sanguine  practitioners,  learned  and  ignorant,  are 
always  found  building  general  laws  of  treatment  on  a  few  exceptional 
cases  which  they  happen  to  have  witnessed  ;  and  now,  as  formerly,  we 
have  unfailing  cures  of  cholera  successively  announced  in  almost  every 
city,  in  which  that  pestilence  unchecked  has  completed  its  work  of  dev- 
astation. Dr.  Sutton,  whom  we  are  happy  to  esteem  as  an  honorable  and 
intelligent  physician,  states  both  sides  of  the  question,  when  he  says,  in 
regard  to  calomel  in  cholera,  that  "  many  recovered  after  taking  enor- 
mous quantities,  some  of  them  apparently  uninjured;  others  died  of  the 
effects  of  mercury,  and  others  drew  out  a  miserable  life."  J.  B. 

[The  following  is  the  letter  from  Dr.  Sutton.] 

Prof.  Bigelow. — Although  I  have  no  personal  acquaintance  with 
you,  I  do  not  consider  that  a  sufficient  reason  why  I  should  not  address 
you  a  few  lines  upon  a  subject  of  some  interest  to  us  both,  as  members 
of  one  profession. 

I  have  understood  that  you  are  rather  incredulous  as  to  the  amount  of 
calomel  used  in  the  West  and  South- West ;  at  least,  doubting  whether 
it  is  not  half  chalk.  I  therefore  enclpse  a  sample  of  some  which  I  am 
at  present  using,  which,  indeed,  I  have  tested  in  no  other  way,  than  by 
giving  it  to  others,  and  taking  myself  a  drachm  of  it  the  other  day,  in 
three  doses. 

When  I  was  a  student,  my  preceptor,  Dr.  Ferguson  of  Louisville, 
Ky.,  who  did  a  large  practice,  and  was  usually  very  successful,  gave  or- 
dinarily to  an  adult  ten  grains,  if  it  was  to  be  followed  by  any  thing  to 
assist  it ;  if  he  did  not  intend  to  follow  it  by  something  else,  then  he 
gave  twelve  grains.  I  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  put  up  a  larger- 
dose  for  him.  In  1816  there  was  a  very  great  amount  of  bilious  fever 
in  and  about  Louisville.     I   am  of  opinion  that  at  this  time  there  were 
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physicians  in  the  West  who  gave  much  larger  doses;  but  I  think  it  was 
in  1822  and  1823,  when  bilious  fever,  of  a  very  aggravated  character, 
spread  very  generally  through  the  West  and  South,  that  the  great  impetus 
to  the  use  of  calomel  was  given.  Then  a  dose  of  20,  30,  40,  60,  grains 
became  very  generally  to  be  the  dose.  I  remember  very  distinctly  the 
reflections  which  arose  in  my  own  mind,  when  I  found  myself  giving 
20  grains  as  an  ordinary  dose — frequently  a  drachm  in  the  twenty-four 
hours.  (You  may,  perhaps,  smile  when  I  say  that  I  always  considered 
myself  a  moderate  man  in  the  use  of  the  article.)  I  thought  surely 
such  quantities  must  be  unnecessary — must  be  injurious.  I  therefore 
tried  other  purgatives,  singly,  and  combined,  but  quickly  had  to  fall  back 
on  calomel.  1  dare  not  say  that  my  endeavor  to  lessen  the  quantity  of 
calomel  was  as  well  directed  as  it  might  have  been,  but  I  can  say  that  I 
had  not  the  courage  to  carry  it  any  farther  than  I  did.  You  must  not 
infer,  however,  that  all  the  physicians  in  the  country  used  calomel  in 
this  way.  Something  after  the  time  above  mentioned,  I  spent  three 
hours  in  vainly  endeavoring  to  induce  a  gentleman,  older  than  myself, 
who  believed  that  calomel  was  injurious  in  bilious  fever,  to  consent  that 
our  patient  should  have  a  dose  of  calomel.  She  did,  however,  take  a 
icruple  dose,  with  the  most  signal  benefit.  Our  object  was  to  procure, 
in  the  course  of  the  day,  from  one  to  four  evacuations  from  the  bowels, 
from  a  half  pint  to  a  pint  each,  sufficiently  consistent  to  retain  some  con- 
vexity in  the  vessel,  dark-bottle  green  in  color — entirely  different  from 
dark  spinach- colored  stools.  Everybody  in  the  country  knew  these  as 
calomel  discharges.  How  bad  soever  a  patient  might  be,  the  appearance 
of  such  stools  gave  hopes  of  recovery,  which  were  rarely  disappointed. 

By  referring  to  page  560,  Vol.  VII.,  of  the  American  Journal  of 
Medical  Sciences,  you  and  our  New  England  friends  will  find  what  will 
make  some  of  them  open  their  eyes.  A  young  lady  of  delicate  health, 
took,  in  a  week,  840  grains  of  calomel ;  540  of  them  in  less  than  three 
days.  This,  although  on  a  large  scale,  was,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  by 
no  means  unparalleled.  I  have  myself  known  fifteen  grains  given  every 
three  or  four  hours,  until  an  ounce  or  more  had  been  taken. 

The  cholera  in  1833,  brought  the  matter  to  the  climax.  Then,  many 
physicians  gave  one  drachm  after  each  liquid  stool.  They  relied  upon 
calomel,  and  nothing  else.  As  the  "rice-water"  stools  were  pretty  fre- 
quent, you  can  well  understand  how  enormous  quantities  would  betaken 
in  a  short  time.  I  would  not  like  to  say  what  the  largest  quantity  taken 
was.  I  have  seen  persons  who  were  said  to  have  taken  1500  grains 
and  upwards.  The  object  was  to  save  life  on  any  terms.  Many  recov- 
ered after  taking  enormous  quantities,  some  of  them  apparently  unin- 
jured ;  others  died  of  the  effects  of  mercury,  and  others  drew  out  a  mis- 
erable life. 

After  1833,  the  dose  again  began  to  decline  to  more  moderate  quan- 
tities. But  about  1840  your  New  England  fever  made  its  appearance 
among  us,  which  made  a  surprising  change  in  the  dose.  In  bilious  fever, 
if  the  stools  were  liquid,  a  large  dose  of  calomel  was  given  to  restrain 
the  number  and  increase  the  cosistence.  In  typhoid  fever  it  would  not 
doit.  From  1841,  until  last  winter,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  a 
good  "  calomel  stool."     Calomel  gave  place  to  blue  mass.     This  change 
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in  dose  and  article  seems  to  have  been  effected  without  concert,  the 
great  majority  of  physicians  having  made  the  change  imperceptibly  to 
themselves. 

But  we  have  the  cholera  again,  and  again  we  are  using  decided  doses 
of  calomel.  I  think,  however,  that  much  less  doses  are  given,  in  general, 
than  in  1833. 

It  will  readily  be  imagined  how  a  young  man,  as  I  was,  when  I  first 
became  acquainted  with  the  doctrines  of  Broussais,  and  seeing  the  form 
of  fever  which  then  surrounded  me,  should  think  him  anything  but  a 
philosopher ;  and  how  he,  knowing  my  practice,  should  call  me  a  mad- 
man or  a  fool.  So  I  can  now  understand  how  our  New  England  breth- 
ren  should  look  strangely  upon  practice  which  may  be  very  proper  under 
the  circumstances  where  it  is  followed. 

You  may  remember  that  about!1825,  Dr  Cartwright,  of  Natchez,  Miss., 
discovered  that  the  best  way  to  treat  syphilis  was  by  one-scruple  doses  of 
calomel  given  every  three  days;  that  Annesley  of  England  made  the 
same  discovery  at  the  same  time,  "  so  that  neither  was  indebted  to  the 
other  "  ;  that,  some  little  time  before,  some  East  India  surgeon  made  the 
same  discovery,  and  of  course  was  not  indebted  to  Annesley  or  Cartwright. 
I  do  not  doubt  that  each  of  the  gentlemn  did  truly  make  the  discovery, 
for  we  may  discover  that  which  is  already  known  to  others ;  and  this  dis- 
covery, or  rather  this  practice,  was  pursued  by  Sydenham  without  his 
seeming  to  think  there  was  anything  novel  in  it.  This  practice  I  have 
followed  on  the  authority  of  Cartwright,  and  I  find  it  very  much  to  my 
mind.  I  have  cured  patients  without  purging,  salivation,  or  sensible 
evacuation.  Has  anybody  in  your  city  tried  it?  I  should  be  glad  to 
have  it  tried  there. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  L.  Sutton. 

P.  S. — I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  read  my  epistle.  I  am  quite  ner- 
vous from  debility.  Perhaps  you  will  say,  it  is  no  wonder,  when  you 
took  sixty  grains  of  calomel  a  few  days  ago ! 


From  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

THE  PRACTICE  OF  MIDWIFERY  BY  FEMALES. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Sir, — Having  long  been  a  reader  of  your  valuable  Journal,  and  seeing 
in  the  number  of  July  25th,  a  short  paragraph,  headed- —  "  Empirical 
School  of  Midwifery,"  and  not  believing  it  could  be  an  emanation  of 
your  own  feelings  upon  the  subject,  from  the  previous  impression  I  had 
received  of  your  character,  I  have  waited  thus  long,  hoping  to  see  it 
noticed  by  some  one  who  entertained  more  liberal  sentiments  with  re- 
gard to  it.     But  instead,  I  find  in  your  number  of  Aug.  8th,  a  long  letter 


THE    PRACTICE    OF    MIDWIFERY    BY    FEMALES. 


269 


(expressing  sentiments  still  more  at  variance  with  candor  and  liberality,) 

addressed  to  a  certain  Rev.  Dr. ,  without  signature,  complaing 

of  the  encouragement  which  the  clergy  have  given  to  the  enterprise. 
Your  correspondent  states,  that  he  has  but  a  "  pebble  in  his  sling"  ;  yet 
a  pebble,  if  guided  by  a  malicious  hand,  may  destroy  a  tender  germ  just 
budding  into  existence.  He  says  controversy  is  not  his  calling;  you 
will  perceive  it  is  much  less  mine.  Yet  as  some  of  his  questions  seem 
to  demand  a  reply,  and  as  I  fear  those  more  competent  may  shrink  from 
the  task,  I  shall  make  a  feeble  effort  in  defence  of  my  sex,  and  the  cause 

in  which  we  are  engaged — leaving  the  Rev.  Dr. to  notice    his 

castigation  as  he  sees  fit,  and  the  "  man  who  reports  himself  from  25 
Corn  hill"  to  defend  himself. 

Your  correspondent  complains  that  the  clergy  are  favorable  to  this 
movement,  and  calls  in  question  the  motives  which  actuates  a  "  body  of 
so  much  intelligence  and  benevolence."  I  answer,  that  it  this  very  in- 
telligence and  benevolence  that  causes  them  to  feel  so  deep  an  interest 
in  the  matter,  and  which  prompts  them  to  advocate  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity at  large,  rather  than  the  pecuniary  interest  of  a  would-be  favor- 
ed few,  who  would  keep  females  in  ignorance  of  their  organization, 
that  they  might  reap  the  benefit  of  their  consequent  suffering.  And,  in 
the  present  state  of  "  medical  literature,"  when  every  book  is  filled  with 
technicalities  which  none  but  the  learned  and  scientific  are  expected  to 
understand,  to  whom  are  we  to  look  for  a  precedence  in  these  things,  but 
to  those  in  whom  we  place  the  most  confidence  and  trust.  Your  corres- 
pondent thinks  that  cases  of  difficult  parturition  have  tended  to  throw 
the  practice  naturally  and  legitimately  into  the  hands  of  male  practition- 
ers. I  would  ask  if  medical  statistics  have  ever  shown  a  greater  number 
of  deaths  of  parturient  females,  even  when  the  practice  was  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  females,  and  when  it  was  considered  disgraceful  for  a  male 
to  be  present.  But  is  it  not  rather  to  be  attributed  to  the  diffidence  and 
disquietude  which  a  delicate  female  must  feel  in  such  presence  (at  a 
time  when  of  all  others  she  needs  to  be  soothed,  and  made  perfectly  at 
ease,  (that  difficult  cases  are  of  such  frequent  occurrence. 

Your  correspondent  says  that  those  who  practice  the  profession  need 
the  experience  derived  from  ordinary  cases  to  qualify  them  to  meet  the 
more  difficult.  But  1  do  not  beHeve  a  case  of  difficult  parturition  ever 
occurred  in  which  it  would  not  have  been  more  consonant  to  the  feelings 
of  the  sufferer  to  have  had  a  female  practitioner,  provided  they  could 
have  possessed  the  requisite  knowledge  ;  and  it  is  that  knowledge  we  aim 
at,  and  claim  that  we  have  a  right  to  possess.  It  is  our  lack  of  means 
for  obtaining  such  knowledge  of  which  we  complain.  He  also  states 
that  he  has  had  cases  which  no  ordinary  female  could  have  managed 
with  safety.  Most  likely  ;  ordinary  females  should  not  be  engaged  in 
the  business.  Ordinary  men  are  not,  should  not  be.  But  let  females 
who  have  a  capacity  for  the  business  receive  some  of  the  advantages 
which  have  been  so  amply  provided  for  the  "  lords  of  creation"  ;  let 
them  be  admitted  to  your  colleges,  receive  the  benefit  of  your  medical 
lectures,  and  have  access  to  your  extensive  libraries,  and  when  they  have 
studied  "  long  enough"  let  them  be  critically  examined  by  your  professors, 
and  let  such  only  as  are  competent  receive  authority  to  practice,  and  or- 
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dinarij  women  would  no  longer  find  employment.  But  if  (as  your  cor- 
respondent sems  to  insinuate)  our  lecturer  does  not  possess  the  requisite 
qualifications  for  his  office,  is  it  courteous,  is  it  gentlemanly,  to  ceusure 
us  for  what  is  our  misfortune  rather  than  our  fault? 

Your  correspondent  doubts  the  reputable  standing  of  some  of,  the 
members.  We  know  that  wolves  sometimes  enter  the  fold  in  sheep's 
clothing;  but  if  he  knows  aught  against  the  character  of  any  one  of  our 
number,  is  it  not  more  candid  and  gentlemanly  to  speak  plainly,  than  by 
such  insinuations  to  injure  the  innocent  with  the  guilty? 

Your  correspondent  also  asks,  will  the  "  well  educated  and  most  sen- 
sible women  engage  ?"  I  would  answer  that  there  may  not  be  many 
whose  tastes  would  lead  them  into  the  study.  But  it  has  always  been 
considered  an  honorable  employmen  for  a  man,  and  1  trust  the  time  is 
not  far  distant  when  it  will  no  longer  be  thought  a  disgrace  for  womanio 
be  capable  of  administering  to  the  necessities  of  her  own  sex.  And 
when  physiological  knowledge  shall  be  more  generally  diffused  among  fe- 
males— when  they  understand  more  fully  the  wonderful  organization  of 
their  own  being — they  will  no  longer  remain  thoughtless  or  passive  upon 
so  important  a  subject,  permitting  your  sex  to  monopolize  a  branch 
which  a  proper  sense  of  deeorum  should  proclaim  belongs  exclusively 
to  us.  That  time  will  soon  come — already  the  light  of  physiological 
knowledge  is  beginning  to  dawn  upon  many  who  have  been  groping  in 
darkness,  and  a  spirit  has  been  aroused  which  will  not  be  allayed  until 
such  knowledge  shall  be  diffused  throughout  the  land. 

Maiden,  Aug.  13,  1849.  Yours  respectfully, 

One  of  the  Class. 
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4£  Some  [medicines]  may  be  administered  to  a  large  amount,  with  but 
a  trifling  effect  upon  the  body,  while  others  act  as  energetic  poisons  in 
very  minute  doses ;  and  it  is  this  latter  class  which  undoubtedly  furnish- 
es remedies  of  the  greatest  value."  Ballard  and  Garrod's  Therapeu- 
tics by  Griffith,  Page  17. 

Now,  Professor  Newton,  is  not  that  science  with  a  vengeance  ?  The 
most  li  energetic  poisons  "  declared  by  those  fathers  in  medicine  to  be 
■"  remedies  of  the  greatest  value  I"  This  reminds  me  of  the  direction  of 
a  certain  Philadelphia  doctor,  to  bleed  as  long  as  certain  symptoms  ap- 
pear, and  the  declaration  of  a  certain  London  physician,  that  these 
symptoms  will  appear  as  long  as  there  is  sufficient  life  in  the  patient  to 
produce  them.  Hence,  to  bleed  scientifically,  according  to  the  notions 
of  these  promulgators  of  medical  science,  is  to  bleed  the  patient  to  death, 
in  order  to  cure  him.  No  wonder  that  Dr.  Rush  exclaimed,  "  What 
mischief  have  we  [himself  and  his  medical  brethren]  done,  under  the 
belief  of  false  facts  and  false  theories.     We  have  assisted  in  multiplying 
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disease, — we  have  done  more, — we  have  increased  their  mortality." 
Again,  Dr.  Rush  says,  "  Our  [mineral  doctors']  want  of  success  is  owing 
to  the  following  causes :  1st.  Our  ignorance  of  the  disease.  2nd.  Our 
want  of  a  suitable  remedy." 

Now,  is  it  not  strange, — passing  strange,  that  scientific  men  should 
use  the  same  means  to  cure  a  sick  man,  that  wicked  men  use  to  kill, — 
give  poisons  and  shed  blood  ?  But  will  not  this  time  of  medical  dark- 
ness soon  pass  away  ?  For  says  an  old  proverb,  "  Truth  is  mighty  and 
must  prevail."  Well,  perhaps  I  am  not  quite  as  sanguine,  in  reference 
to  that  matter,  as  some  of  my  medical  brethren.  Truth,  I  know,  is  mighty 
and  will  prevail.  But  when  ?  At  the  judgment  day.  But  never,  nev- 
er will  truth,  on  all  subjects,  universally  prevail,  as  long  as  human  beings 
remain  what  they  ever  have  been  since  the  fall,  and  what  they  are  now. 
For  it  is  evident,  that  there  always  have  been,  ever  since  the  creation, 
still  are,  and,  we  may  reasonably  expect,  always  will  be,  until  this  world 
is  formed  anew,  opposers  of  truth. 

I  am  not  as  much  disposed  to  blame  old-school  doctors,  as  I  have  been, 
for  clinging  to  their  old  poison  practice.  For  in  traveling  among  the 
people,  they  sometimes  tell  me,  that  they  like  the  success  which  attends 
my  practice, — they  believe  my  remedies  are  as  good  as  any ;  but  that 
lobelia  they  cannot  stand,  and  we  give  so  much  of  our  medicines.  Yes, 
sir,  many  prefer  to  take  minute  doses  of  poisons,  which  keep  them  fre- 
quently on  the  bed  of  affliction  for  weeks,  to  taking  a  few  large  doses  of 
healing  medicines,  which  would  often  cure  them  in  as  many  days.  Nor 
can  they  pay  off  a  small  bill  with  so  much  satisfaction,  when  the  cure  is 
performed  so  quickly,  as  they  can  a  large  bill,  when  kept  down  sick  so 
long,  and  when  they  just  escape  the  jaws  of  death.  When  cured  so 
quickly  by  nature's  remedies,  the  conclusion  sometimes  is,  that  they 
were  not  as  sick  as  was  supposed, — the  doctor  does  not  deserve  much 
pay.  But,  when  kept  down  sick  a  long  time,  by  minute  doses  of  ener- 
getic poisons,  the  conclusion  then  is,  that  they  were  worse  off  than  they 
supposed,  when  the  doctor  was  sent  for  ; — had  they  waited  a  few  days 
longer,  it  would  have  been  too  late, — the  bill  must  be  paid  without  com- 
plaint, if  it  is  pretty  large,  for  he  has  certainly  saved  life.  As  these 
things  are  well  understood  by  the  doctors,  how  can  it  be  expected,  that 
they  will  give  up  that  practice  which  brings  them  in  so  much  gain  with 
so  little  trouble,  and  adopt  a  practice  which  would  be  five  times  the 
trouble,  to  themselves,  and  cause  them  to  lose  the  greater  part  of  their 
practice. 

* 

"  They  know  the  right—approve  it  too, 

But  still  they  will  the  wrong  pursue." 

Old  Demetrius,  the  silversmith,  has  a  good  many  children  in  the  world 
yet.     "  Great  is  Diana  of  the  Ephesians."  J.  B.  SPIERS. 

Dinwiddle  Co.,  Va.,  July,  1849. 
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CALOMEL. 

Professor  Newton, — A  certain  medical  writer  says,  that  mercury  or 
calomel  "  possesses  a  peculiar  alterative  power  over  the  vital  functions, 
which  enables  it  in  many  cases  to  subvert  diseased  action  by  substituting 
its  own  in  its  stead."    This  explanation  of  the  manner,  in  which  mercury 
or  calomel  cures  disease,  is  perhaps  as  nigh  the  truth  as  any  other.  It  "pos- 
sesses a  peculiar  alterative  power  over  the  vital  functions," — it  possesses 
a  power  which  is  stronger  than  the  vitaf  power,  and.  hence,  it  bids  defi- 
ance to  the  powers  of  nature,  and,  according  to  the  mercurial  theory, 
that  two  diseases  cannot  occupy  the  system  at  the  same  time,  drives  from 
the  system  disease  by  substituting  its  own — a  mercurial   disease,   in  its 
stead  ;  a  disease  much  stronger  and  worse  than  that  which  it  expels  from 
the  system.    This  was  fully  proven  in  the  case  of  Maranda  Ann  Magee, 
of  Prince  George  county,  Va.,  in  the  year  1846.     Calomel  was  adminis- 
tered to  this  little  girl,  to  expel  disease  from  her  system,  which,  of  course, 
it  soon  did  ,'  and  bidding  defiance  to  the  powers  of  nature,  substituted  its 
own  in  its  stead.     It  took   full  possession   of  the  little   citadel,  and,  not 
being  satisfied  with  the  arrangement  of  the  system  which  God  and  na- 
ture had  given,  it  made  an  opening  directly  beneath  the  chin  bone  of  the 
little  girl,  so  that,  when  food  was  put  in  her   month,  it  would  forthwith 
pass  out  under  the  chin  bone.     But,  not  regarding  this  little  alteration  as 
enouo-h,  it  soon  removed  all  the  flesh  from  the  chin  and  left  the  bone  en- 
tirely bare.     Even  this  would  not  give   satisfaction  to  "  the  regulator  of 
all  the  secretions"— (i  the  Samson  of  the  Materia  Medica,"  for,  after  per- 
forming some  operations  about  the  tongue,  it  sent  that  down  the  throat, 
and  then  commenced  operations  on  the  upper  jaw.     The  soul  of  the 
little  girl  would  no  longer  stay  in  such  a  mutilated  carcass,  but  left  it  a 
complete  victim  of  calomel.     This   case  came,  in   part,  under  my    own 
observation. 

"  O  when  I  shall  resign  my  breath, 
Pray  let  me  die  a  natural  death, 
And  bid  this  world  along  farewell,. 
Without  one  dose  of  Calomel." 

"  Old  Calomel  some  people  hate, 
And  soon  all  should  decide  his  fate. 
With  aches  and  pains  he  fills  their  bones, 
And  causes  many  doleful  moans. 

With  indigestion — awful  load, — 
They  drag  along  a  dreary  road — 
With  stiffened  limbs  and  rotten  teeth, 
>'  With  foul  and  pestilential, breath. 

His  victims  writhe  beneath  his  power, 
And  fondly  court  the  dying  hour, 
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To  free  them  from  the  iron  grasp 
Of  poison,  fatal  as  the  asp. 

If  any  fears  do  still  remain, 
That  patient  should  revive  again, 
And  on  the  famed  lobelia  call, 
And  use  a  little  steam  withal, 

The  doctors  then  the  people  love, 
Their  bowels  with  compassion  move, 
They  say,   Dear  neighbors,  do  be  wise, 
For  your  relief  we'll  soon  devise." 

I  know  not  what  some  of  the  people  will  do.  They  have  become 
afraid  of  lobelia.  I  believe  there  are  many  who  would  prefer  our  prac- 
tice in  case  of  sickness,  if  it  were  not  for  the  unpleasant  operation  of 
lobelia.  There  are  many,  in  this  section  of  country,  who  would  be  wil- 
ling to  adopt  our  practice  entirely,  if  we  could  give  them  other  medi- 
cines which  would  effect  a  cure  without  lobelia.  What  are  we  to  do 
with  such  cases?  Will  some  of  our  friends  of  yankee  ingenuity  give 
the  answer.  J.  B.  SPIERS. 

Dinwiddle  Co.,  Va.,  Aug.,  1849. 


From  the  New  Graefenberg  Water-Cure-Eeporter. 

HEALTH   OF   WOMEN. 

.  If  men  are,  as  some  suppose,  more  healthful  than  women,  one  reason 
is  this,  that  they  are  more  in  the  air.  The  duties  of  women  are  not  so 
well  calculated  to  give  tone  and  energy  to  their  constitution.  Women 
are  kept  restrained  and  inactive  more  than  men  ;  the  expansion  of  their 
bodily  powers  is  impeded ;  they  are  accustomed  to  trifling  work,  giving 
little  mental  employ.  Imagination  at  leisure,  especially  in  the  indolence 
in  which  many  live,  is  exalted  by  enthusiasm,  sensibility,  and  luxury. 
Almost  everything  is  distorted  and  corrupted  for  false  glare. 

Some  females  seldom  go  abroad  but  in  a  carriage,  as  if  it  were  beneath 
them  to  walk,  or,  as  if  to  show  that  they  possess  a  carriage.  It  seems 
as  if  it  were  sometimes  feared  that  girls,  brought  up  with  due  regard  to 
health,  would  not  be  delicate  enough  ;  as  if  delicacy  and  sound  health 
were  incompatible.  Asiatic  debility  is  more  properly  ascribed  to  a  con- 
fined idle  education  of  the  females,  than  to  their  simple  unstimulating 
diet. 

With  many  women,  nature,  in  almost  every  respect,  is  anticipated  ; 
puberty  and  maturity,  mental  and  bodily,  are  forced.  They  are  too  early 
torn  from  childhood  to  improper  social  relations.  In  gestation  they  are 
often  hurt  by  sedentary  life.  As  nurses,  eager  for  amusement,  they  disor- 
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der  themselves  and  their  infants.  It  needs  much  resolution  to  oppose, 
and  more  to  conquer  fashion.  Yet  some  intelligent  ladies  divert  their 
anxiety,  during  the  last  months  of  gestation,  by  anticipating  the  distant 
wants  of  their  household. 

The  nervous  system  is  much  impaired  by  drawing  and  music.  The 
rage  for  excelling  in  them,  which  imposes  such  application,  adds  to  the 
disposition  for  sedentary  passive  amusements  in  people  whose  employ- 
ments are  too  sedentary,  and  pleasures  too  passive.  x\ffluence  and  tal- 
ents but  alleviate  sickliness.  Savages  are  happier  than  victims  of  refine- 
ment. 

It  is  a  bad  calculation  to  render  our  common  pursuits  injurious  ;  to 
sacrifice  our  well  being  to  a  devotion  to  folly  ;  or  to  lessen  our  capacity 
of  enjoying  objects  we  are  anxious  to  obtain.  Passions  are  blind  and 
never  calculate.  We  have  no  more  right  to  hurt  our  health  by  indolence, 
sedentariness,  or  study,  than  by  excess  of  appetite  and  passions. 


From  the  Water  Cure  Almanac. 

THE   SITTING  BATH. 

This  answers  the  double  indication  of  a  tonic  and  derivative.  In  af- 
fections of  the  head  and  chest,  it  proves  an  efficacious  revulsive  meas- 
ure;  and,  in  weakness,  irregularity,  obstruction,  and  torpor  of  the  lower 
organs  of  the  pelvis  and  abdomen,  it  serves  as  a  powerful  corroborant  or 
strengthening  process.  Any  common  wash-tub  will  answer  for  its  admin- 
istration, though  it  is  more  convenient  to  have  vessels  maaie  for  the  pur- 
pose, the  bottom  raised  a  few  inches  from  the  floor,  the  back  side  raised 
to  rest  against.  The  water,  as  a  general  rule,  should  cover  the  hips  and 
lower  portion  of  the  abdomen.  It  may  be  of  any  temperature,  from 
very  warm  to  extremely  cold,  according  to  the  case  :  and  the  time  of 
application  varies  from  five  to  thirty  minutes.  The  cool  and  cold  sitting 
baths  are  far  the  most  frequently  indicated,  and  the  usual  time  is  from 
ten  to  fifteen  minuets. 

In  the  cold  stage  of  fever,  the  warm  sitz  bath  very  much  mitigates 
the  severity  of  the  chills;  and,  if  followed  by  the  cold  rubbing  wet  sheet, 
when  the  hot  stage  of  the  paroxysm  supervenes,  will  often  break  up  the 
attack  in  a  ^ew  hours.  In  acute  inflammations  of  the  liver,  stomach, 
bowels,  spleen,  and  kidneys,  they  should  be  used  very  frequently,  con- 
joined with  the  plentiful  use  of  tepid  or  cool  water  in  injections.  De- 
bility of  the  external  muscles  of  the  abdomen,  caused  by  the  excessive 
use  of  tea  and  coffee,  or  crooked  positions  of  the  body,  evinced  by  short 
breath,  weakness  in  the  small  of  the  back,  and  trembling  of  the  knees, 
is  greatly  benefitted  by  this  process,  used  as  cold  as  can  well  be  borne. 
A  blanket  is  usually  thrown  around  the  patient  during  his  bath. 
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"  FALSE  ALARM."   TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

The  Board  of  Health  having  made  a  counter  report  of  the  case  of 
John  Lee,  reported  by  Dr.  Clark,  on  Friday  the  15th  inst.,  and  also  the 
Rochester  Daily  Democrat  of  the  18th,  having  made  misrepresentations 
and  false  statements,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  place  before  the  public  a 
true  statement  of  the  facts  and  a  certificate  of  John  Lee. 

Rochester,  June  18th,  1849. 
I,  John  Lee,  hereby  certify,  that  I  was  taken  with  a  violent  chill  on 
Thursday,  14th  inst.,  accompanied  with  severe  pain  in  the  head,  which 
continued  to  grow  more  severe  until  Friday  the  15th,  when  I  was  taken 
about  half  past  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  with  frequent  vomiting  and  purg- 
ing, attended  with  violent  pain  in  the  stomach,  and  excessive  thirst, — 
when  I  was  seized  with  cramps  in  the  feet  and  arms  and  calves  of  the  legs, 
which  continued  to  grow  more  violent  and  severe,  attended  with  faint 
and  distressing  sensations  in  my  stomach  and  bowels — a  cold  and  clam- 
my sweat  and  a  general  coldness  through  the  system,  when  I  sent  for 
Dr.  Clark.  The  remedies  he  administered  afforded  me  almost  immediate 
relief.  JOHN  LEE. 

In  presence  of  Thomas  B.  Nelson. 

Mr.  Lee  informed  me  that  he  had  an  attack  similar  to  the  above  des- 
cribed, but  not  half  so  violent  or  severe,  in  Toronto,  in  1832  ;  sent  for 
Dr.  Rolph,  who  pronounced  it  a  case  of  genuine  cholera,    A.  CLARK, 

In  presence  of  Thomas  B.  Nelson. 

Dr.  Rolph  is  well  known  in  this  city,  and  a  man  who  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  make  extensive  observations  in  the  cholera  times  of  1832  ;  and 
shall  it  be  said  that  Dr.  Armstrong,  who  it  is  well  known  pursues  a  pro- 
fession in  direct  opposition  to  the  true  medical  practice,  and  whose  ob- 
ject, it  would  seem,  would  be  to  bring  the  health-restoring  system  of 
Dr.  Thomson  into  disrepute,  shall  be  sole  umpire  in  deciding  a  ques- 
tion of  this  import  ? 

Allopathic  Physicians  frequently  disagree  in  their  opinions  with  re- 
gard to  the  particular  name  for  a  disease.  I  would  refer  the  public  to 
the  testimony  of  physicians  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Hardenbrook  recently  in 
this  city. 

It  will  also  be  remembered  that  the  Board  of  Health  at  a  recent 
meeting  appointed  a  Committee,  consisting  of  twelve  physicians,  to  re- 
port rules  of  health  and  a  simple  remedy  for  the  cholera  in  its  mild  and 
premonitory  stages.  Said  Committee  made  a  report,  which  appears  to  be 
a  copy  nearly  verbatim  of  the  report  made  by  the  Committee  of  physi- 
cians appointed  by  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  city  of  New-York,  ex- 
cepting the  latter  Committee  recommended  laudanum  to  be  taken  in 
doses  from  10  to  30  drops  in  mild  and  premonitory  attacks  of  the  dis- 
ease. But,  did  the  scientific  Committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Health  of  the  city  of  Rochester,  recommend  any  remedy  ?     No  !    They 
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advised  persons  who  were  attacked  with  diarrhoea  or  looseness  of  the 
bowels  to  "  go  to  bed  and  send  tor  a  physician."  Is  not  such  a  report 
as  this  calculated  to  give  an  alarm  ?  and,  further,  it  would  seem  as  much 
as  to  say,  we  will  now  make  a  fine  speculation. 

After  reading  the  above  certificate  of  John  Lee,  I  leave  this  matter  to 
the  public  to  judge  for  themselves,  whether  the  case  of  Mr.  Lee  was 
cholera  or  not;  and  whether  the  conduct  of  the  Committee  has  been  an 
honorable  one,  in  making  a  counter  report. 

Your  Board  of  Health  have  made  it  a  penal  offence,  if  a  physician  at- 
tending a  case  of  any  disease  considered  epidemical  does  not  report  to 
said  Board  within  twenty-four  hours;  and,  in  complying  with  this  requi- 
sition, I  made  a  report  according  to  my  best  judgment,  having  had  am- 
ple opportunity  in  the  years  of  1832  and  1834,  of  witnessing  the  cholera 
in  all  its  types  and  forms  during  that  period.  And,  further,  in  perform- 
ing the  duty  imposed  upon  all  practising  physcians,  I  have  been  grossly 
attacked  and  assaulted  through  the  columns  of  the  Rochester  Daily 
Democrat  of  the  18th. 

From  the  Rochester  Daily  Democrat  of  the  lQth. 

"  False  Alarm.  A  case  of  ordinary  bilious  cholic  was  attended  on 
Saturday  by  a  Dr.  Clark,  Thomsonian  physician;  and  heat  once  took 
especial  pains  to  report  it  as  a  case  of  genuine  Asiatic  cholera,  and  issued 
handbills  containing  such  a  statement,  accompanying  the  document  with 
the  advertisement  of  a  specific  which  he  had  discovered  to  be  an  infallible 
cure  for  the  disease.  The  fact  of  this  announcement  having  been  made 
known  to  the  Board  of  Health,  Dk.  Armstrong,  physician  to  the  Board, 
visited  the  patient,  and  discovered  that  his  attack  had  none  of  the  features 
of  a  case  of  cholera.  The  Board  have  contradicted  the  statement  of 
Dr.  Clark,  officially,  as  will  be  seen.  There  are  many  who  think  there 
should  be  some  kind  of  punishment  for  such  misstatement  as  this,  made 
with  a  design  to  help  the  sale  of  a  quack  prescription." 

I  have  just  called  upon  the  Editor  of  the  Rochester  Daily  Democrat 
to  retract  his  false  reports — he  refused  to  do  so.  I  now  hold  him  respon- 
sible to  a  legal  investigation  of  this  matter.  A.  CLARK. 

N.  B.  Will  the  scientific  Committee  of  physicians,  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Health  of  the  city  of  Rochester,  please  come  out  and  publish 
the  symptoms  of  the  true  "  cholera."  By  so  doing,  1  havenodoubt  that 
they  will  greatly  oblige  the  public.  A.  CLARK. 


AN  AMATEUR  PRACTITIONER. 

A  person  not  of  the  medical  profession,  but  who  prided  himself  on  his 
knowledge  of  physic,  upon  one  occasion,  in  the  Court  of  Kings  Bench, 
to  convince  Lord  Ellenborough  of  his  importance,  said,  "  My  Lord,  I 
sometimes  employ  myself  as  a  doctor."  "  Very  likely  sir,  "  said  his 
lordship  dryly,  "  but  is  any  body  else  fool  enough  to  employ  you  in 
that  capacity  ?" — Medical  Times. 


QUACKS    AND    QUACKERY. MORE    WARNING.  277 

[From  the  Rochester  Evening  News.] 

"  QUACKS  AND  QUACKERY." 

Mr.  Editor  : — In  the  report  made  by  the  Monroe  County  Medical  So" 
ciety,  on  Wednesday  last,  I  percieve  that  the  President,  "  Doct.  Reid 
made  an  able  report  on  the  treatment  of  cholera,  and  gave  the  details  of 
a  large  number  of  cases  treated  by  bleeding,  by  Dr.  Briggs  and  himself." 

In  the  records  kept  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Health,  I  find  that 
Doct.  Reid  has  reported  five  cases  of  cholera,  two  of  which  are  report- 
ed as  having  been  cured,  the  other  three  terminated  fatally..  He  also 
reported  one  case  of  cholera  morbus  and  one  case  of  cholera  infantum, 
both  of  which  died.  Four  cases  are  reported  by  Doct.  Briggs,  two 
deaths,  one  cured,  the  other  reported  blank.     (Not  yet  died.) 

Are  these  the  large  number  of  cases  that  have  been  treated  success- 
fully by  bleeding,  by  Docts.  Reid  and  Briggs,  as  reported  by  Doct.  Reid? 
Does  not  the  able  report  of  the  President  of  the  Monroe  County  Medi- 
cal Society  clearly  prove  him  to  be  a  quack  according  to  his  definition 
given  in  the  News  of  the  8th  inst? 

He  says  the  term  quack  "may  be  applied  to  every  practitioner,  who 
by  pompous  pretences,  mean  insinuations,  and  direct  promises,  endeavors 
to  obtain  confidence  which  neither  success  nor  experience  have  entitled 
him  to." 

Rochester,  Aug.  13th,  1849.  A.  Clark. 


MORE  WARNING. 

On  Tuesday  night,  a  child,  of  Mrs.  Bursand's,  on  Front  street,  be- 
tween Broadway  and  Ludlow,  died  of  cholera,  and  was  laid  out  dressed 
in  its  grave  clothes,  and  placed  in  the  coffin.  Some  time  between  one 
and  two  o'clock  yesterday  morning,  a  noise  was  heard  to  proceed  from 
the  coffin,  and,  upon  going  to  it,  it  was  found  that  the  child  had  recover- 
ed animation.  One  of  our  reporters  was  at  the  house  yesterday  morn- 
incr  when  the  coffin  was  sent  back  to  the  undertaker.  What  hideous 
thoughts  do  these  circumstances  recall  in  connection  with  those  who 
were  so  hastily  buried  during  the  prevalence  of  the  epidemic ! 

A  similar  circumstance,  as  we  are  credibly  informed,  recently  occur- 
red at  Sandusky.  A  lady  died  (as  was  supposed)  of  cholera,  and  was 
laid  out,  and  placed  in  her  coffin.  Sitters  up  were  procured,  who  took 
their  stations  in  the  room  adjoining  that  in  which  the  body  lay.  At 
about  day-break  in  the  morning,  a  noise  was  heard  in  the  room,  and,  upon 
going  to  ascertain  the  cause,  the  late  corpse  was  seen  standing  at  the 
cupboard  eating  pickles,  her  vacated  coffin  of  no  farther  use  so  far  as 
she  was  then  concerned.  These  facts  should  admonish  people  of  the  ut- 
most care. — Cincinnati  Com. 

We  would  suppose  by  the  food  she  was  eating,  that  her  intention  was 
to  lie  down  again  in  the  same  place. — Ex.  paper. 


278  MEDICAL    INDEPENDENCE PALMER'S    ARTIFICIAL    LEG. 


[From  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

MEDICAL  (INDEPENDENCE. 

A  medical  gentleman  of  Boston,  whose  social  position  and  profession- 
al prospects  would  be  regarded  as  enviable  by  most  medical  aspirants, 
has  recently  taken  Dr.  off  his  door  plate,  with  a  determination  to  be  no 
longer  subjected  to  the  beck,  call,  and  caprice  of  the  public.  He  has 
made  the  discovery,  that  high  literary  and  scientific  attainments,  com- 
bined with  a  conscientious  zeal  in  keeping  pace  with  the  progress  of 
medical  discovery,  with  a  view  to  make  one's  self  useful  to  men,  women, 
and  children,  when  they  are  sick,  is  not  at  all  appreciated.  A  blustering, 
low  minded  fellow,  who  has  nothing  to  lose  and  every  thing  to  gain, 
without  a  claim  to  patronage  on  the  score  of  exact  medical  knowledge, 
is  taken  into  favor  by  the  multitude,  while  real  worth,  both  in  character 
and  medical  skill,  is  neglected,  if  not  wholy  abandoned. 

An  opinion  is  prevalent,  that  a  physician,  who  is  a  writer,  must  be  a 
poor  practitioner  ;  therefore,  an  author,  however  distinguished,  cannot 
compete  with  a  neighbor  who  may  not  be  able  to  write  his  mother  tongue 
grammatically.  It  follows,  that  ignorance,  of  a  certain  kind,  facilitates 
one's  success — it  being  presumed,  on  this  theory,  that  to  be  a  good  prac- 
titioner of  medicine,  is  incompatible  with  thorough  scholarship  ; — in  oth- 
er words,  a  man  cannot  be  successful  in  both;  and  hence  the  public. sen- 
timent, to  an  extraordinary  extent,  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  a  physician 
who  does  not  trouble  himself  with  books,  or  divert  his  mind  from  the- 
grave  consideration  of  visiting  patients,  by  interesting  himself  in  the  de- 
tails of  science. 


[From  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

PALMER'S  ARTIFICIAL  LEG. 

Among  the  improvements  that  have  been  made  in  the  mechanic  arts, 
there  is  none  of  recent  origin  that  reflects  more  credit  on  its  author  than 
that  of  Palmer's  artificial  leg.  His  invention  is  beyond  a  doubt  vastly 
superior  to  any  that  has  preceded  it,  either  in  Europe  or  America ;  in- 
deed, so  perfect  is  its  adaption  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended, 
there  seems  to  be  no  room  left  for  improvement.  It  differs  so  widely 
from  all  others  that  have  gone  before  it,  in  its  mechanism,  and  particular- 
ly in  the  construction  of  its  joints,  as  to  entitle  it  to  the  name  of  an  in- 
vention rather  than  an  improvement.  Its  superiority  consists,  first,  in  its 
being  lighter,  at  the  same  time  that  it  has  sufficient  strength  and  durabil- 
ity. Second,  in  the  more  easy  and  perfect  play  of  the  joints,  which,  to- 
gether with  its  natural  spring  or  elasticity — another  quality  it  possesses 
in  distinction  from  all  others — ,enables  the  wearer  to  walk  with  ease  and 
freedom,  and  gives  to  the  foot   and  leg  the  same  motions  as  those  of  the 
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natural  limb.  And  lastly,  in  its  superior  workmanship.  His  model,  which 
is  a  fac  simile  of  those  he  manufactures  to  order,  so  nearly  resembles  the 
natural  limb  in  appearance,  in  the  symmetry  of  its  form,  in  the  natural 
contour  and  perfect  play  of  the  joints,  and  in  its  life-like  motions  when 
in  use,  that  those  who  have  lost  an  upper  extremity  have  applied  to  him 
to  furnish  them  with  an  artificial  hand  and  arm,  and  after  examining  his 
model  we  were  not  surprised  to  learn  that  he  is  having  constant  appli- 
cations of  this  sort. 

Mr.  Palmer  himself,  who  wears  a  leg  of  his  own  construction,  with  an 
artificial  joint  at  the  knee,  is  enabled  to  walk  without  halting,  and  in  a 
manner  which  would  lead  no  one  unacquainted  with  the  fact  to  suspect 
that  he  was  not  walking  upon  a  sound  natural  limb. 

The  firm  of  B.  F.  Palmer  &.  Co.,  for  the  manufacture  of  these  limbs, 
has  recently  been  removed,  from  Meredith,  N.  H.,  to  this  town,  which 
enables  us  to  testify  to  the  entire  satisfaction  they  have  given  to  several 
individuals  who  have  just  been  supplied  from  this  establishment,  on  some 
of  whom  amputation  had  been  performed  above,  and  on  others  below,  the 
knee.  They  all  testify  to  the  ease  with  which  they  are  worn,  by  which 
they  are  enabled,  after  having  worn  them  a  short  time,  to  walk  several 
miles  in  succession  without  pain  or  inconvenience. 

It  is  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  have  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  a  leer, 
not  less  than  for  the  encouragement  of  the  inventor  and  the  manufactu- 
rers, who  are  deserving  of  their  patronage,  and  who  we  regard  as  their 
greatest  benefactors,  that  we  make  these  statements. 

Jefferson  Church,  M.  D.,  Jas.  M.  Smith,  M.  D.,  N.  Adams, 
M.  D.,  Alfred  Lambert,  M.  D.,  Edwin  Seeger,  M.  D.,  R. 
G.  W.  English,  M.  D.,  O.  C.  Chaffee,  M.  D. 

Springfield,  June  15,  1845. 


From  the  Water-cure  Reporter. 

CONSUMPTION  AND  VENTILATION. 

Sir  Jacob  Starks,  physician  to  the  Queen  of  England,  enumerates, 
among  the  existing  causes  of  consumption,  long  confinement  in  close 
and  ill  ventilated  rooms,  whether  nurseries,  or  school  rooms,  or  manu- 
factories. He  also  says  : — "  If  an  infant,  born  in  perfect  health  and  of 
the  healthiest  parents,  be  kept  in  close  rooms  that  only  will  suffice  to  induce 
tuberculous  cachexy — the  beginning  of  consumption.  Persons  engaged 
in  confined  rooms  or  work  shops,  are  the  chief  sufferers  from  consump- 
tion. Thus  of  the  233  tailors  who  died  in  one  district  in  London  in  1839, 
123  died  of  the  disease  of  the  lungs,  of  whom  93  died  of  consumption. 
Of  52  milliners  dying  in  the  same  year,  33  died  of  disease  of  the  lungs, 
of  whom  28  died  of  consumption.  Dr.  Guy  reports  that  in  a  close  print- 
er's room,  he  found  seventeen  at  work,  of  whom  three  had  spitting  of 
blood,  two  had  affections  of  the  lungs,  and  five  had  constant  and  bad 
colds." 
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THE  TRUTH  WILL  OUT. 

BY    VROF    I.    M.    COMINGS. 

In  a  public  debate  which  we  once  had  with  an  Allopathic  physician 
in  Georgia,  it  was  denied  by  him,  that  calomel  or  mercury  enters  the 
circulation.  We  quoted  from  Dr.  Eberle  that  this  had  been  satisfactor- 
ily proved,  by  immersing  a  polished  piece  of  metal  in  the  blood,  drawn 
from  a  person  who  had  been  salivated  ;  it  immediately  becomes  coated 
with  an  amalgum  of  mercury.  Laborde,  Brodbelt  and  others,  also, 
mention  instances  in  which  this  metal  was  found  in  the  bones  of  persons 
who  had  died  after  severe  and  tedious  mercurial  courses  ;  and  it  is  a 
fact  well  attested,  that  gold  worn  near  the  skin  by  persons  taking  mer- 
cury occasionally  becomes  covered  with  a  white  amalgum  (Eberle,  Ther. 
2d  Vol.,  Page  371.)  We  also  related  the  substance  of  the  following  anec- 
dote, which  lately  came  again  to  our  notice,  and  which  goes  to  prove  the 
above  statement.  Our  opponent  after  this,  conceded  the  point,  but  ob- 
served, that  he  could  administer  calomel  and  have  it  operate  just  as  he 
pleased.  We  only  replied,  that  we  rejoiced  he  had  arrived  at  that  point 
in  practice  which  had  baffled  all  his  learned  and  skilled  predecessors 
in  the  profession.     But  to  the  story. — 

"  During  the  great  continental  struggle,  early  in  the  present  century, 
and  while  the  French  held  sway  in  Austria,  a  young  diplomatist  was 
sent  from  Paris  to  Vienna,  charged,  among  other  government  missions, 
with  a  sum  of  gold,  which,  for  greater  security,  he  carried  in  a  girdle 
beneath  his  other  clothing.  On  reaching  his  destination  and  unburden- 
ing himself  of  his  weighty  charge,  what  was  his  astonishment  to  find 
his  money  all  white  ! !  He  wrote  back  to  Paris  that  silver  had  been  giv- 
en him  instead  of  gold.  A  government  inquiry  was  at  once  set  on  foot, 
in  the  progress  of  which  it  was  elicited,  that  the  diplomatist  had  been 
previously  under  a  long  mercurial  course  for  a  venereal  complaint, — a 
piece  of  intelligence,  that  but  for  the  unlucky  affinity  of  mercury  for 
gold  would  doubtless  have  remained  buried  in  oblivion." 

Worcester,  Aug.,   1849. 


CHEAP  BATHING  IN  NEW  YORK. 

The  poor  of  New  York  will  soon  have  the  privilege  of  bathing  every 
day  for  a  very  trifling  sum,  say  three  cents.  This  philanthropic  move 
reflects  the  highest  credit  on  the  originators.  It  sprung  up  in  this  way. 
A  gentleman  sent  a  communication  on  the  subject  of  providing  baths  for 
the  poor  to  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  and  was  replied  to  by  another 
who  twitted  the  author  of  the  communication,  whether  he  would  himself 
contribute  towards  the  movement.  The  next  day's  issue  contained  a 
letter  stating  that  he  would  furnish  ten  thousand  dollars  towards  carry- 
ing out  the  movement,  if  the  other  would  do  the  same.  The  latter  re- 
plied that  he  would,  and  with  the  twenty  thousand  dollars  the  enterprise 
was  commenced. — Cor.  Phil.  Inquirer. 
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From  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. . 

THE  MEDICINAL  PROPERTIES  OF  SULPHUR. 

Of  late  sulphur  has  gained  a  reputation  which,  if  true,  would  class  it 
among  the  most  useful  medicines  known  to  mankind.  Still,  if  its  recent 
reputation,  as  a  specific  for  cholera,  be  unfounded,  we  think  it  has  med- 
ical properties  which  have  been  entirely  overlooked  amid  the  multiplicity 
of  new  remedials  and  compounds,  that  are  daily  being  discovered.  Perhaps 
there  has  been  too  great  an  inclination  on  the  part  of  physicians  to  leave 
the  well-known  articles  of  the  materia  medica,  and  take  up  with  the 
new.  The  last  discovered  compound  is  too  apt  to  enlist  forthwith  its 
thousand  advocates,  and  its  praises  are  lauded  over  hill  and  dale,  long 
before  its  true  medicinal  virtues  have  been  established.  Many  excellent 
old  medicines,  therefore,  have  been  buried  up  amid  the  splendor  of  new, 
and  their  qualities  have  lain  mostly  concealed  from  the  world,  or  are  too 
slow  to  receive  their  just  merits.  Sulphur,  we  think,  is  one  of  these  un- 
justly prescribed  medicines. 

It  is  true,  sulphur  is  now  used,  and  has  been  long  familiar  to  the  med- 
ical world — its  virtues  pretty  well  established,  its  effects  as  a  remedy 
long  confessed.     Dioscorides  informs  us  that  it  is  good  in  coughs  ;  Hip- 
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pocrates  employed  it  in  "  hysteria,  accompanied  with  coughing,  by  the 
way  of  fumigation."  It  has  had  its  worshippers  in  every  age — and  it  is 
well  known  that  it  holds  an  important  place  among  those  invaluable  do- 
mestic remedies  "  for  purifying  the  blood  and  cleansing  the  system  from 
its  impurities."  And,  we  truly  believe,  if  it  were  more  generally  used, 
instead  of  many  substances  which  irritate  and  disturb  the  animal  econo- 
my, or  instead  of  those  numerous  nostrums  that  throng  almost  ever  vil- 
age,  like  so  many  demons,  to  steal  away  our  life  blood,  and  multiply 
our  chances  of  destruction,  it  would  greatly  enrich  the  health  of  every 
community,  and  be  a  marked   benefit  to  suffering  humanity. 

In  an  article  necessarily  so  brief  as  this,  we  shall  not  enter  upon  the 
history  of  sulphur.  It  is  easily  distinguished  by  every  one,  and  found  in 
sufficient  purity  in  every  town  for  medical  purposes.  We  shall  simply 
confine  ourselves  to  its  medicinal  properties,  dwelling  principally  upon 
its  more  prominent  characteristics  as  a  medicine.  The  following  are 
some  of  the  objects  for  which  it  may  with  benefit  be  administered. 

As  a  Laxative  and  Cathartic, — Sulphur  in  small  doses  Ioosers  the  bow- 
els, and  produces  not  a  strong  impression  upon  the  system,  giving  tone 
to  the  mucous  membranes  of  the  stomach  and  intestines  when  impaired 
by  disease  and  in  digestion,  and  promoting  the  appetite.  In  diseases  of 
the  rectum,  it  has  long  been  given,  especially  in  hemorrhoids,  as  a  safe 
and  profitable  remedy.  In  large  doses  it  acts  as  a  purgative.  With  some 
persons  it  excites  the  peristaltic  motion  of  the  intestines  to  so  great  a  de- 
gree, as  not  to  afford  time  for  proper  digestion  of  food ;  but,  as  a  cathar- 
tic, it  possesses  no  higher  qualifications  than  numerous  other  substances 
for  this  purpose,  unless  we  except  its  gentleness   and   harmlessness. 

As  a  Diaphoretic. — This  quality  has  long  been  ascribed  to  sulphur. 
When  taken  internally,  it  promotes  the  secretions  of  the  skin  and  kidneys, 
and  causes  insensible  perspiration.  It  seems  to  pass  through  the  whole 
body,  and  is  manifestly  transfused  through  the  pores  of  the  skin,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  sulphurous  smell  of  persons  in  the  habit  of  taking  it,  and 
also  from  silver  about  the  person  imbibing  a  blackish  cast,  known  to 
be  the  effects  of  the  fumes  of  sulphur.  Its  pow7er,  as  a  diaphoretic,  lies 
in  its  ability  to  increase  the  animal  heat  and  quicken  the  circulation. — 
In  acute  cases,  therefore,  it  is  contra-indicated. 

Stimulo-Expectorant. — We  have  already  alluded  to  its  reputation  as  an 
expectorant,  and  its  healthful  influences  in  lung  complaints.  Sulphur 
has  lono-  been  recommended  in  asthma,  and  other  disorders  of  the  luno-s 
of  a  chronic  character.  In  some  stages  of  phthisis,  especially  when  the 
circulation  is  slow,  it  must  be  exceedingly  valuable.  But  we  are  inclined 
to  believe  that  its  beneficial  effects  in  chronic  complaints  of  the  lungs 
reside,  in  part  in  its  laxative  and  cathartic  properties.  However,  du- 
ring the  17th  century,  "  it  was  termed,  by  way  of  eminence  the  Balsam," 
in  diseases  of  the  lungs,  <;  producing  copious  expectoration,  and  remov- 
ing effete  matter  from  those  organs  occasioned  by  disease."  In  the 
acute  disorders  of  the  lungs  it  cannot  be  safely  adminstered,  on  account 
of  its  stimulating  tendency.  In  fact,  it  should  not  be  continued  for  a 
length  of  time  in  any  case,  if  we  would  avoid  its  stimulating  action. — 
Sulphur  now  is  seldom  prescribed  for  pulmonary  diseases. 

But,  in  cutaneous  affections,  sulphur  stands  pre-eminent,  effecting  man- 
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ifestly  more,  with  less  injury  to  the  system,  than  any  discovered  medicine* 
Unlike  chloride  of  mercury,  and  other  preparations  of  mercury,  it  does 
not  beget  in  the  system  that  irritation  and  those  unhealthy  effects  which 
these  medicines  have  upon  the  system  of  some  persons  when  long  con- 
tinued. Its  mildness  and  its  efficiency  are  its  best  recommendations. 
To  sulphur  has  long  been  given  the  name  of  specific  in  herpes,  psora,  and 
cutaneous  diseases  generally  ;  and  the  only  reason  it  has  not  been  more 
generally  used,  is  its  disagreeable  odor.  This,  however,  may  be  disguis- 
ed, so  as  to  check  it  entirely  in  its  external  application,  by  the  addition 
to  the  common  sulphur  ointment  of  a  few  drops  of  the  oil  of  bergamot. 

The  form  in  which  it  is  administered,  both  externally  and  internally, 
is  various.  The  sulphur  baths,  the  sulphurous  water,  are  resorted  to  by 
invalids  ;  and  many  persons  have  obtained  much  assistance  from  these 
in  cutaneous  diseases — diseases  of  the  digestive  organs,  chronic  ca- 
tarrhs, (when  it  is  necessary  to  stimulate  the  mucous  membrance  of 
bronchiae  and  of  the  pulmonary  cells,)  hypochondriasis,  torpor  of  the 
intestines,  and  visceral  obstructions.  Finally,  they  have  been  for  some 
time  celebrated  for  relieving  those  afflicted  with  chronic  rheumatism, 
gout,  and  diseases  of  the  joints. 

Within  a  short  period,  sulphur  has  been  successful  in  the  treatment  of 
scrofula,  possessing  qualities  in  this  respect  hitherto  but  little  apprecia- 
ted. Dr.  Bulley,  of  England,  has  employed  it  in  a  scrofulous  enlarge- 
ment of  the  knee-joint,  combined- with  carb.  ferri,  with  complete  success. 
Its  effects  in  scrofula  are  to  accelerate  the  capillary  circulation,  so  that 
patients  feel  a  degree  of  warmth  in  the  extremities.  "  Patients,"  re- 
marks Dr.  B.,  "  visiting  Paris,  Barege,  the  Eaux-Bonnes,  and  other  pla- 
ces, for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  natural  sulphurous  waters,  have  fre- 
quently experienced  this  same  sensation  of  warmth  after  using  them  in 
moderate  doses.  If  sulphur  internally  has  the  ability  to  generate  heat, 
and  to  equalize  the  general  circulation  (of  which  we  have  no  doubt),  it 
must  be  an  indispensable  medicine  in  the  cure  of  disease  of  the  lym- 
phatic system,  and  especially  in  the  earlier  stages  of  scrofulous  disorder, 
when  the  disease  is  characterized  by  general  coldness  of  the  extremities 
and  cutaneous  surface.  And  it  must  be  equally  good  to  supply  the  con- 
stant drain  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  always  going  on  in  these  diseases 
to  a  great  degree.  Though  the  power  of  sulphur  over  scrofula  has  been 
but  recently  brought  into  notice,  still  its  great  alterative  properties  have 
been  universally  acknowledged  by  every  medical  man.  Even  200  years 
ago  it  was  used  to  discuss  scrofulous  tumors  and  swellings,  and  top  re- 
duce a  healthy  action  in  ulcers  most  frequently  found  upon  persons 
of  a  scrofulous  diathesis. 

The  formula  which  Dr.  B.  thinks  best  for  internal  use,  is  as  follows, — 
R.  Sulphuris  purificat.,  gr.  v.  ad  x.  ;  syr.  simp.,  dr.  j. ;  aquas,  dr.  ij.  ; 
bene  terendo,  ft.  haust.,  to  be  taken  once  or  twice  per  day  in  a  tumbler 
of  milk. 

Before  closing  this  article,  it  is  necessary  to  say  something  of  the 
power  of  this  remedial  agent  over  cholera.  We  cannot  believe  that  it  is 
a  specific  for  this  disease — it  may  be  classed  among  its  remedies,  if  any 
we  have,  and  no  higher  merit  can  be  safely  ascribed  to  it.  It  has*  pow- 
er to  destroy  ozone  ;   but  that  ozone  produces   cholera,  remains  to  be 
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proved  by  more  extensive  experiments  and  observations  than  have  been 
made  as  yet  by  physicians  and  chemists.  If  sulphur  has  such  remark- 
able qualities,  we  should  think  the  ravages  of  this  cruel  disease  would  be 
checked.  In  many  places,  where  it  has  been  and  is  now  raging  to 
an  alarming  extent,  has  long  been  heard  the  false  fame  of  the  rem- 
edial power  of  sulphur ;  yet  it  has  not  stayed  the  progress  of  the  fatali- 
ty of  the  disease.  Still  there  may  be  efficacy  in  sulphur  and  charcoal. 
We  certainly  hope  so,  but  the  proof  is  all  against  it.  Even  in  those  vil- 
lages around  the  volcanic  regions  of  Italy,  whose  atmosphere  is  saturated 
with  sulphurous  vapor;  and  in  Glasgow, f  Scotland,  where  large  quanti- 
ties of  sulphuric  acid  are  manufactured,  the  cholera  has  appeared,  doing 
its  work  of  death,  as  fatally  as  in  other  places  less  accustomed  to  the  fumes 
of  sulphur. 

Dover,  N.  H.,  1849.  T.  J.  W.  Pray. 

*See  Prof.  Schonbeirfs  remarks  on  Ozone. 
tNew  York  Tribune,  July  7th,  1849. 
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The  following  suggestions  on  the  subject  of  cholera,  by  Dr.  Drake  of 
Cincinnati  to  the  people  of  that  city,  are  equally  applicable  to  New- 
York  :— 

Strictly  speaking,  there  is  no  preventive  of  cholera ;  but  all  constitu- 
tions are  not  liable  to  it,  any  more  than  all  are  liable  to  ague  and  fever, 
influenza,  or  any  other  form  of  disease.  But,  although  we  know  of 
nothing  that  will  prevent  the  disease,  we  know  of  many  things  which 
can  and  do  bring  it  on,  after  the  poison  has  been  taken  into  the  system. 
These  are  exciting  causes  and  ought  to  be  carefully  avoided.  The  dsi- 
ease  will,  however,  assail  some  constitutions,  notwithstanding  all  excite- 
ing  causes  may  be  avoided. 

Of  the  exciting  causes,  one  has  just  been  mentioned — the  premature 
laying  aside  of  flannel  and  other  warm  clothing.  In  addition  to  this, 
(and  belonging  to  the  same  head,)  getting  wet  in  a  shower,  remaining 
long  in  damp  places,  sitting  in  a  strong  current  of  air  at  night,  and  sleep- 
ing with  but  little  bed  covering,  should  all  be  carefully  avoided.  Every 
sitting  or  lodging  room  ought  to  have  a  fire  in  it  for  a  part  of  every  day, 
especially  for  a  few  hours  before  occupying  it.  Thus,  the  shop,  office, 
family  sitting-room,  church,  and  school-house,  should  have  fires  kindled 
in  them  early  in  the  morning,  and  kept  up  for  two  or  three  hours ;  but 
this  is  still  more  necessary  in  lodging-rooms,  which  should  be  warmed 
and  dried  by  brisk  fires,  kindled  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening,  and  al- 
lowed to  burn  down  before  bed-time. 

A  second  class  of  exciting  causes  is  connected  with  diet.  Loading 
the  stomach  with  any  kind  of  food,  especially  at  night,  may  bring  on  the 
disease;  and  omitting  to  eat   at  the  usual  time  may  do  the  same  thing. 
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Much  reduction  in  the  quantity  of  food,  (the  individual  still  being  in 
good  health,)  is  not  proper.  In  fact,  a  nourishing  diet  is  the  best;  but 
it  should  be  plain  and  digestible.  Meat  or  boiled  eggs  should  be  eaten 
every  day.  Boiled  ham,  corned  beef,  corned  mutton,  well  seasoned  beef- 
stake,  and  poultry  are  best.  On  the  whole,  salted  meats  are  more  proper 
than  fresh:  and  all  should  be  well  seasoned.  Veal,  fresh  pork,  and  fresh 
fish  should  be  avoided.  Of  salt  fish,  mackerel  and  salmon  are  too  hard  ; 
but  codfish  with  potatoes  is  proper.  Old  cheese  is  safe,  and  maccaroni 
prepared  with  cheese  may  be  eaten.  Hot  bread  should  be  avoided — 
stale  bread  or  crackers  only  should  be  used.  Of  culinary  vegetables 
mealy  potatoes,  well  boiled  hommony  and  rice  are  not  only  the  best,  but 
all  others  had  better  be  omitted.  Pies,  tarts,  and  all  kinds  of  pastry  at 
their  meals  are  improper. 

Of  drinks,  sweet  milk,  tea,  coffee,  and  chocolate  may  be  taken  as 
usual.  Those  who  drink  malt  liquors  should  limit  themselves  to  freshly- 
brewed  strong  beer,  well  hopped.  As  to  brandy  and  whiskey  they  can- 
not prevent  cholera.  They  who  are  in  the  habit  of  using  either,  should 
not  lay  it  aside  ;  but  they  should  avoid  all  excess.  Those  who  have  not 
such  a  habit,  should  by  no  means  begin  now.  The  use  of  brandy,  in 
the  treatment  of  disease,  must  not  be  confounded  with  its  use  as  a  pre- 
ventive. The  irritation  of  the  stomach  and  bowels  produced  by  the  first 
impress  of  alcoholic  drinks,  may  even  contribute  to  bring  on  the  disease  ; 
and  sour  wines  are  still  more  likely  to  have  that  effect.     Ex.  paper. 
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Most  persons  are  aware  of  the  intimate  connection  between  the  whole 
nervous  system  and  the  feet,  manifested  by  the  extraordinary  susceptibility 
of  the  soles  of  the  feet  to  external  impressions ;  and  such  persons  must 
readily  appreciate  the  importance  of  this  remedial  appliance.  The  po- 
tency of  mustard,  onions,  garlic,  vinegar,  ginger,  pepper,  and  other  pun- 
gents,  applied  to  the  feet  in  a  variety  of  aches,  pains,  cramps,  and 
spasms,  has  long  been  celebrated  among  physicians  and  nurses.  The 
intelligent  hydropathist  will  admit  the  importance  of  the  principle — sym- 
pathy— upon  which  the  employment  of  those  articles  has  been  based, 
while  he  will  produce  every  desirable  result  of  them  all  with  simple  wa- 
ter. As  a  derivative  in  affections  of  the  head  and  chest,  it  is  often  used 
in  connection  with  the  sitz  bath,  with  which  it  may  be  advantageously 
alternated.  To  prevent  or  remedy  habitual  cold  feet,  it  is  absolutely 
indispensable  in  a  hydropathic  course.  Active  exercise,  in  this  case, 
should  generally  precede  and  follow  the  cold  foot  bath.  The  rules  given 
for  the  regulation  of  the  sitz  bath  will  apply  to  this.  Any  vessel  large 
enough  to  admit  the  feet,  and  water  enough  to  cover  them  ankle  deep, 
will  answer.     Water-Cure  Almanac. 
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[From  the  Daily  Evening  Union.] 

CHOLERA. 

Messrs.  Editors, — Should  you  deem  these  remarks  in  regard  to  the  .na- 
ture and  cure  of  the  cholera,  appropriate  for  your  columns,  and  worth 
perusal,  they  are  at  your  disposal. 

The  axiom  that  no  effect  exists  without  its  appropriate  cause,  and  vice 
versa,  is  as  true  in  the  philosophy  of  disease  as  of  mechanics.  It  fol- 
lows then,  of  course,  that  cholera,  which  is  but  an  effect  of  a  cause, 
can  be  cured  only  by  staying  its  action,  when,  as  a  consequence,  the  ef- 
fect will  cease.     This  leads  to  the  consideration  of  a  few  principles. 

1st.  Is  it  within  the  pale  of  man's  capacity  to  understand  the  cause  of 
cholera,  and  to  reduce  that  knowledge  to  a  scientific  certainty  ?  For,  in 
matters  of  such  importance,  there  is  need  of  science,  not  theory — which 
proposition  involves  two  secondary  ones,  viz  :  Is  the  disease  sent  of  God 
and  subject  to  no  natural  law,  as  were  the  plagues  of  Egypt  ?  Or  is  it 
the  result  of  some  efficient  law  of  nature — being  transgressed  by  man  in 
the  aggregate,  and,  consequently,  capable  of  being  removed  by  a  prop- 
er course  of  action  in  relation  to  it,  on  the  part  of  man  1  If  the  first 
view  of  the  proposition  be  true,  all  resort  to  remedial  means  for  its  cure, 
is  but  to  insult  the  Deity,  and  call  in  question  his  wisdom.  The  most 
man  can  do,  in  such  a  case,  is  to  humbly  ask  his  mercy.  Our  nation's 
fast  implied  that  those  who  kept  it,  entertained  this  view  of  its  cause — 
deeming  the  cholera  a  mysterious  dispensation  of  Providence,  and  sub- 
ject to  no  natural  law  of  cause  and  effect — hence,  beyond  the  reach  of 
physical  science.  Whence  it  follows,  to  supplicate  the  mercy  of  God, 
according  to  ancient  custom,  is  the  only  reasonable  resort.  If  the  sec- 
ond view  of  the  proposition  be  correct,  viz  :  that  cholera  is  the  effect  of 
the  laws  of  nature  being  transgressed,  then  a  second  proposition  natu- 
rally suggests  itself. 

If  cholera  is  the  result  of  a  natural  cause,  capable  of  scientific  demon- 
stration, has  man  the  power  capacitating  him  to  remove  its  action  by  an 
adherence  to  the  principles  of  medical  science  (not  theory),  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  remedial  agents;  in  other  words,  can  the  disease  be  cured, 
or  can  it  not  ? 

2nd.  In  relation  to  the  first  proposition,  there  are  but  few  who  do  not 
ascribe  the  disease  to  some  derangement  in  nature,  immediately  connect- 
ed with  man; — some  attributing  it  to  an  electric  derangment  in  the  at- 
mosphere, which  theory  though,  perhaps,  not  demonstrable, -is  ingenious. 
But  this  theory  only  indicates  the  immediate  cause.  What  is  the  imme- 
diate cause  which  produced  the  derangement  of  the  electric  forces  ?  W7hy 
did  that  cause  never  act  till  1817,  at  Jessore?  Dr.  Bettner,  whose  ar- 
ticle has  been  copied  far  and  wide,  says  it  is  a  disease  of  the  vascular  sys- 
tem. But  what  is  the  cause  of  such  a  disease?  Why  did  it  appear  in 
s32  and  '34,and  not  again  in  this  country,  to  any  extent  till  '49  ? — 
There  are  many  other  theories  extant  as  to  its  cause  ;  but  here,  as  in  many 
other  instances,  we  are  obliged  to  judge  almost  wholly  of  causes,  by 
their  known  effects.  It  is  a  something,  which  produces  those  (ordina- 
rily) fearfully  fatal  symptoms,  vomiting,  rice-water  discharges,  cramps, 
coldness  of  the  surface  and  extremities,  asphyxia,  and  death.  But,  whether 
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its  mediate  cause  be,  or  be  not,  capable  of  positive  comprehension,  it  mat- 
ters not,  if  it  so  be  that  its  immediate  cause  and  consequent  effects  can  be 
made  the  object  of  scientific  analysis ;  which  leads  to  a  consideration  of 
proposition  second,  viz  :  Can  the  disease  be  cured  ?  i.  e.,  will  its  effects 
on  the  system  cease  to  be  developed,  by  the  administration  of  proper 
remedial  agents  ?  Here  I  wish  only  to  present  a  few  facts,  leaving  all  to 
form  their  own  conclusions.  And  in  what  follows  I  wish  to  be  consid- 
ered as  speaking  of  principles,  not  of  men.  Statistics  which  are  before 
me,  give  the  following  results. 

*  Those  physicians  who  adhere  to  the  idea  of  depletion,  now  known  as 
allopathic  or  mineral  physicians,  have  lost,  on  the  average,  five  out  of  ev- 
ery seven  of  their  patients,  or  considerably  more  than  one  half.  Hom- 
oeopathists  and  Hydropathists  have  been  very  successful.  While  the 
principles  of  the  Botanic  practice,  in  the  hands  of  skilful  men,  have  saved 
ninety-eight  or  nine  out  of  every  hundred  cases.  Such  at  least  are  the 
official  statistics  of  Cincinnati,  which  are  a  sample  of  a  number  of  other  pla- 
ces, where  the  cholera  has  raged.  Are  not  such  facts  as  these  worthy  of 
notice?  Do  they  not  merit  reflection.  Or  is  life  of  no  value?  I  have  in  my 
possession  the  statistics  of  the  practice  of  a  member  of  the  society,  of  bible 
christians,  who  adhered  to  the  principles  of  the  reformed  practice,  in 
1.832,  in  Philadelphia  ;  and,  among  his  many  cases,  he  lost  not  one.  When 
lecturing  in  Fisherville,  N.  H.,  in  May,  1848,  I  was  informed  by  a  per- 
son from  N.  York,  on  a  visit  to  that  place,  that,  out  of  54  patients  which 
he  attended  for  that  disease,  in  1834,  in  N.  York,  2  only  died,  both  of 
whom  had  taken  large  doses  of  laudanum  before  he  visited  them,  an  ar- 
tide  never  administered  under  the  principles  of  the  reformed  practice. 
Dr.  Dodge  Sweet,  of  N.  York,  during  the  months  of  August  and  Sep- 
tember, 1834,  had  63  well  developed  cases  of  cholera,  only  2  of  which 
proved  fatal,  both  of  whom  had  taken  repeated  doses  of  laudanum. 

A  writer  in  the  New  York  Tribune,  a  clergyman,  says  that,  among 
those  of  his  parish  whom  he  visited  in  1832  and  '4,  in  Albany,  over  one 
half  of  those  treated  on  the  mineral  plan  died.  In  many  instances  he 
witnessed  the  use  of  the  botanic  remedies,  and  he  has  yet  to  see  the 
first  instance  of  its  failure. 

So  much  in  answer  to  the  first  proposition,  Can  cholera  be  cured  ? 
And,  in  its  modified  forms,  as  in  cholera  morbus,  dysentery,  &,c,  the 
principles  of  the  botanic  practice  give  the  same  result.  Dr.  Beach  of 
New  York,  than  whom  no  one  has  had  more  experience  or  influence,  or 
is  entitled  to  more  merit,  says  he  never  lost  a  case  in  all  his  practice, 
when  managed  wholly  by  himself.  Many  can  say,  the  same  in  truth. — 
And,  after  an  experience  of  a  number  of  years,  in  its  worst  forms,  I  will 
say  that  the  principles  have  yet  to  fail  me,  for  the  first  time.  But  I  may 
be  trespassing.  It  may  seem  strange  that  a  physician  of  the  reformed 
practice  should  write  thus,  and  not  be  culpable  to  the  charge  of  partiz- 
anism.  But  if  those,  who  from  experience  in  a  matter  are  capable  of 
judging  correctly,  are  not  allowed  to  stand  in  defence  of  principles,  who 
will  do  it?  Such,  I  trust,  will  be  a  sufficient  excuse  to  all  reflecting 
minds. 

Please  consider  the  facts  stated,  and  know  that  there  are  many  more 
such.  Geo.  W.  Skinner,  M.  D. 
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NOAH  WEBSTER  AN  ADAT0CATE  FOR  BOTANIC  PRINCI- 
PLES. 

BY  PROF.  I.  M-    COMINGS. 

In  looking  over  the  "  Medical  Repository,"  a  Monthly  Journal  pub- 
lished forty  five  years  ago,  we  noticed  the  following  "  Criti  cal  Remarks 
on  some  parts  of  Darwin's  Theory  of  Fever,  in  a  letter  from  Noah  Web- 
ster, dated  New  Haven,  Jan.  30th,  1804,  to  Dr.  Miller." 

It  is  somewhat  remarkable,  that,  while  Thomson  was  slowly  and  si- 
lently forming  the  rudiments  of  his  practice,  the  erudite  mind  of  Noah 
Webster  was  occupied  with  the  same  subject.  While  the  former  was 
demonstrating  his  theory  by  facts,  the  latter  was  proving  their  truth  by 
his  philosophical  deductions. 

We  think  this  extract  from  Dr.  Webster's  letter  shows  very  conclusive- 
ly our  theory,  and  the  treatment  indicated. 

In  this  letter,  after  the  author  entirely  refutes  the  prevailing  theories, 
that  existed  at  that  time,  on  the  subject  of  fever,  he  sums  up  his  views 
as  follows  :— 

"  No  one  principle  in  philosophy  is  better  settled  than  this,  that  evap- 
oration is  followed  by  a  diminution  of  heat.  Hence,  I  conclude,  that 
the  abatement  of  fever,  is  the  effect  of  evaporation,  and  the  copious  dis- 
charges of  fluid  matter  with  heat  combined.  If  sweats  are  not  critical 
in  fever,  of  what  use  are  applications  to  produce  perspiration  ?  Fever 
is  an  actual  accumulation  of  the  matter  of  heat,  an  abstraction  of  a  part 
of  which,  is  necessary  to  destroy  the  preternatural  action  of  the  vessels, 
and  reduce  it  to  the  standard  of  healthy  action. 

Whether  warm  or  cold  applications  will  best  answer  the  purpose,  the 
physician  must  determine,  on  a  view  of  the  circumstances  of  each  case  ;- 
but  the  ultimate  effect  is  the  same,  viz  :  an  abstraction  of  the  stimulus 
of  heat  by  copious  discharges  from  the  skin.  The  reading  of  Dr.  Dar- 
win's work  has  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion,  that  the  seat  of  most  chron- 
ic affections  is,  primarily,  in  the  skin  and  subcutaneous  vessels.  I  even 
go  further,  and  believe,  that,  in  all  cases  of  fever,  where  there  is  no  top- 
ical inflamation,  the  parts  primarily  affected  are  the  complication  of 
vessels  called  solids,  comprehending  the  muscles,  nerves,  arteries,  veins, 
glands,  lymphatics,  &,c,  which  are  spread  over  the  bones.  My  opinion 
is  founded  on  the  following  reasons. 

1st.  the  muscular  parts  and  the  vessels  enclosed  in  them  are  the  chief 
instruments  of  motion  in  the  body,  and  the  seat  of  a  large  portion  of 
sensorial  power. 

2d.  The  immediate  causes  of  disease,  are  debility,  torpor  of  the  ves- 
sels, and  consequent  morbid  or  irregular  action^  &c. 

3d.  The  causes  of  the  debility  and  irregular  action  of  the  subcuticu- 
lar vessels,  are  usually  external,  or  such  as  primarily  affect  those  vessels, 
as  cold,  &c. 

These,  and  several  other  facts  incline  me  to  the  opinion,  that  the  ex- 
ternal covering  of  the  human  frame  is  the  primary  seat  of  fevers,  as  well 
.as  of  chronic  complaints. 

We  have,  in  the  above  extract,  the  Botanic  theory  offerer  most  plain- 
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ly  and  philosophically  set  forth.  Now  let  me  ask  why  it  did  not  attract 
more  attention  at  the  time  it  was  written  ?  or  why  it  was  not  embraced 
by  Dr.  Miller,  who  was  one  of  the  great  medical  lights  at  that  time  ? 
May  not  a  reply  to  this  query  be  found  in  that  indifference  to  all  new 
theories  which  has  ever  characterized  the  profession  of  medicine,  and 
in  that  stolid  deference  that  has  been  so  universally  paid  to  Authority? 
Worcester,  Aug.,  1849. 


REMARKABLE  PHENOMENON— SINGULAR  CURRENT  OF 

AIR  OVER  THE  LAKE. 

We  were  informed  this  morning  by  the  captain  of  the  schooner  Trav- 
eller, that  yesterday  afternoon,  on  his  passage  to  this  city  from  the  Michi- 
gan side,  while  not  a  breath  of  air  stirred  the  water,  which  was  perfectly 
unruffled, and  clear  and  smooth  as  a  mirror,  a  breeze  was  constantly  blow- 
ing aloft  so  strong  that  with  her  top  sails  alone  set,  the  schooner  ran 
seven  miles  an  hour  for  several  hours.  During  all  this  time  no  breeze  was 
felt  on  deck,  but  on  going  up  the  rigging  some  fifteen  feet  or  more,  the 
wind  could  be  sensibly  perceived  increasing  in  violence  higher  up,  and 
bending  the  masts  as  in  a  severe  gale.  The  captain  said  that  the  rapid 
movement  through  the  still  water  with  the  lower  canvass  useless,  and  not 
air  enough  on  deck,  and  at  the  same  time  the  upper  sails  filled  and  strain- 
ed to  their  utmost  capacity,  was  singular  beyond  description.  This  is 
certainly  a  remarkable  phenomenon  such  as  very  seldom  occurs  on  land 
or  water.  It  will  be  remembered  that  at  the  same  time  a  strong  wind 
from  the  east  was  blowing  here. — [Mil,  Wisconsin.] 


[From  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

THE  URINE  IN  CHOLERA. 

In  the  Lancet  of  the  26th  of  May  is  mentioned  the  fact  of  the  urine 
being  albuminous  in  cholera,  as  if  it  had  been  first  remarked  by  Dr.  Rostan. 
Allow  me,  however,  to  observe,  that  the  profession  are  indebted,  for 
the  first  observation  of  this  fact  to  Mr.  Busk,  who,  as  far  back  as  last 
October,  ascertained  that  albumen  was  almost  invariably  present  in  the 
urine  of  cholera  patients,  and  who  mentioned  the  circumstance  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society.  More  than  forty  cases  of 
cholera  have  been  received  on  board  the  "  Dreadnought;  "  and,  in  every 
instance  but  one,  the  urine  passed  at  first  has  been  albuminous.  This 
condition  rarely  continued  beyond  the  first  day,  but  appeared  to  cease  as 
soon  as  the  action  of  the  kidneys  was  fully  restored. 

Henry  T.  L.  Rooke,  in  London  Lancet. 
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[From  the  Ploughman.] 

SMART  WEED. 

Mr.  Editor. — Some  months  since  a  notice  appeared  in  your  paper  of 
two  cases  of  Chronic  Rheumatism  being  entirely  cured  by  the  use  of 
this  weed,  it  being  applied  as  a  vapor  bath.  One  of  the  individuals  had 
been  afflicted  fifteen  years  and  was  perfectly  cured  by  the  use  of  this 
bath. 

Let  those  who  are  afflicted  make  the  trial.  Another  intelligent  corres- 
pondent recommends  it  as  of  great  value,  to  be  dried  and  fed  out  to 
stock  in  Winter,  as  having  qualities  to  keep  the  skin  loose,  and  a  medi- 
cinal effect  which  keeps  the  animals  in  good  heart.  They  eat  it  voraci- 
ously.    He  fixes  a  high  cash  value  on  it  for  this  purpose. 

This  is  the  proper  time  to  gather  it.     It  is  every  where   under  foot. — 
Let  no  one  omit  to  gather  it,  for  the  time  may  not  be  far  distant,  when  it 
will  be  cultivated  extensively   for  the   above,  and   for  other  purposes. 
Yours,  respectfully,  H.  P. 

North  Andoner,  Aug.  6,  1849. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Editor,  is  there  not  a  weed  so  closely  resembling  the  smart 
weed  as  to  mistake  one  for  the  other?  The  real  weed  has  a  large  joint 
at  about  every  leaf. 

Q^*  We  have  no  doubt  of  the  valuable  qualities  of  smart  weed.  Eve- 
ry farmer  ought  to  gather  some  annually,  and  hang  it  up  among  his  most 
valuable  medicinal  herbs. 

We  are  not  aware  that  there  are  other  plants  so  nearly  like  it  as  to 
lead  a  gatherer  into  mistake.  The  smart  weed  is  very  commonly  seen 
by  the  roadside  where  the  sod  is  not  strong.  But  it  does  not  flourish  in 
grass  fields,  or  in  a  tiu-ht  sward. — Editor. 

LOCAL   APPLICATIONS.  ' 

Under  this  head  may  be  included  head,  nose,  eye,  mouth,  and  other 
topical  baths,  fomentations,  wet  bandages,  etc.,  for  which  we  have  not 
room  for  a  more  lengthened  notice.  They  are  all  indispensable  parts  of 
one  remedial  whole,  and  are  not  only  substitutes  for,  but  a  great  im- 
provement on  blisters,  setons,  issues,  leeches,  scarifying?,  plasters,  caus- 
tic, liniments,  and  the  like.  Warm  cloths  or  hot  fomentations  are  ap- 
plied to  relieve  pains  from  spasms,  contractions,  etc.,  and  cold  ones 
frequently  renewed,  are  adapted  to  local  pains  from  inflammatory  affec- 
tions. The  latter  also  act  as  corroborants  to  weak  muscles  and  joints, 
for  which  purpose  they  should  always  be  changed  as  often  as  they  be- 
come warm  or  very  dry.  In  consumption,  bronchitis,  and  other  affec- 
tions of  the  chest  and  throat,  the  wet  jacket — a  piece  of  crash  cloth 
made  to  fit  the  upper  portion  of  the  body,  and  covered  with  a  dry  cloth 
of  soft  Canton  flannel  or  muslin — should  be  worn  constantly.  In  dys- 
pepsia, liver  complaints,  and  constipation,  the  abdominal  wrapper  is  used. 
Wet  bandages  to  the  whole  lower  part  of  the  abdomen  are  essential  aux- 
iliaries in  the  hydropathic  management  of  most  female  diseases.  To* 
pical  inflammations  require  the  wet  bandages  applied  as  near  the  seat5 of 
disease  as  possible,  and  changed  very  often.      Water-Cure  Almanac. 
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AMERICAN  PHYSIOLOGICO-MEDICAL  COLLEGE,  CINCIN- 
NATI, OHIO. 

[We  copy,  with  pleasure,  the  following  Announcement  of  the  American  Physiologico- 
Medical  College,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  This  is  the  oldest  College,  of  the  Botanic  order  es- 
tablished in  the  United  States.  Its  Faculty  consists  generally,  as  we  doubt  not,  of  able  and 
well  qualified  men,  and  its  means  of  illustration,  in  the  various  departments  of  medical  sci- 
ence, we  suppose  to  be  entirely  competent.  Two  of  the  members  of  the  Faculty,  it  will 
be  seen,  have  been  selected  from  the  Faculty  of  the  Worcester  Medical  Institution.  Both 
these  men  we  have  proved,  and  know  them  to  be  of  thorough  attainments  and  sterling 
worth.  Prof.  Kost  is  the  author  of  a  well  known  medical  work,  entitled  the  family  Physi- 
cian, and  also  of  a  large  and  valuable  work  on  TherepeuticsT  recently  published,  and  de- 
signed especially  for  the  benefit  of  the  profession.  In  regard  to  the  members  of  the  Fac- 
ulty in  general,  and  Prof.  Parritt  in  particular,  we  can  say  in  the  language  of  the  editors 
of  the  Phy so-Medical  Era.  "Most  of  them  have  been,  for  a  long  time,  well  known  by 
the  profession  generally,  as  able  and  fearless  advocates  of  medical  truth.  We  will  say, 
however,  that  Prof.  Parritt,  who  has  been  recently  appointed,  is  one  of  the  brightest  orna- 
ments that  professional  or  scientific  learning  can  boast  of,  in  the  State  or  country.  As  a 
popular  lecturer  on  science,  and  as  a  profound  investigator  and  original  thinker,  he  has  few 
equals  any  where.  Prof.  P.  is  fully  identified  with  the  cause  of  reform,  and  brings  into 
the  field  the  influence  of  superior  talents,  attainments,  and  reputation."] 

FACULTY. 

A.  CURTIS,  M.  D.,  Prof.  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine, 

J.  COURTNEY,  M.  D.;  Prof.  Obstetrics,  etc, 

E.  H.  STOCK  WELL,  M.  D.,  Prof.  Anatomy  and  Physiology, 

J.  A.  POWERS,  M.  D.,  Prof.  Surgery, 

J.  KOST,  M.  D.,  Prof.  Principles  of  Therapeutics  and  Pharmacy, 

J.  BROWN,  M.  D.,  Prof.  Botany  and  Materia  Medica, 

E.  M.  PARRITT,  M.  D.,  Prof.  Chemistry, 

E.  H.  STOCK  WELL,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy, 

J.  BROWN.  Dean. 
\ 

WINTER    SESSION 

Of  1849,  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  November,  and  con- 
tinue sixteen  weeks.  The  expense  of  tickets  is  $70  ;  Matriculation  $5; 
graduation  $20.  Marticulation  and  Ticket  fees  must  be  paid  in  cash, 
or  in  acceptable  property.  Those  who  wish  credit  will  be  charged  $90, 
and  their  notes  must  be  well  secured. 

One  hundred  dollars  cash  in  advance,  will  secure  a  certificate  that  will 
entitle  the  purchaser  (,or  his  assignee),  to  as  many  Courses  of  Lectures  as 
he  may  need  for  graduation.  Or  it  will  entitle  the  subscribers  to  a  share 
in  the  College  ground  and  buildings. 

This  is  the  oldest  Physiologico-Medical  College  in  the  United  States. 
Its  progress  has  been  most  natural  from  a  germ,  planted  in  a  genial  soil 
and  fostered  by  the  most  kind  and  faithful  cultivators.  It  has  struck  its 
roots  deep  in  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  people,  and  reared  its 
trunk  and  branches  into  the  intelligence  and  pride  of  its  students,  and 
many  other  talented,  ardent  explorers  of  science.  It  has  attained  an  al- 
titude of  knowledge  and  usefulness,  that  cheers  the  hearts  of  the  friends 
of  truth  and  philanthropy.  The  torch  of  sound  medical  reform  was 
first  lighted  at  its  fires,  and  it  is  still  the  great  Pioneer  in  heralding  safe 
medication.  It  boldly  steps  in  advance  of  all  others  in  the  advocacy  of 
simple,  mild,  and  efficacious  therapeutic  agents. 
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Its  Faculty  behold,  in  tSie  science  of  man,  all  that  humanity  wants  for 
its  physical,  mental,  and  moral  development.  This  science  is  its  presi- 
ding deity — its  great  cynosure.  Its  Professors  are  thoroughly  imbued 
with  the  liberal,  demonstrative,  and  progressive  spirit  of  the  age.  The 
best  and  safest  means  for  the  prevention  and  cure  of  disease  is  the  bur- 
den of  their  labors — the  prize  of  their  race — the  axis  of  their  actions, 
and  the  mainsprinor  of  their  movements.  They  have  cleared  the  Aucrean 
Materia  Medica  of  the  Old  School  of  its  mischief,  violence,  and  poisons, 
and  left  only  the  innocent  and  sanative  agents  of  the  three-fold  kingdoms 
of  nature,  to  meet  the  invisible  enemy  of  the  sick  man.  With  these  they 
meet  disease,  and  invite  the  world  to  try  their  potency.  The  Faculty 
combine  the  rare  qualities  of  conservatism  and  bold  high-minded  inqui- 
ery,  and  are  the  warm  and  allied  friends  of  investigation  and  free  thought. 


[From  the  Physiologico-Medical  Eecorder  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

A  CASE  OP  DISEASED  INTESTINES. 

BY  W.  COURTNEY,  M.  D.,  LAFAYETTA   CO.  IND. 

I  was  lately  called  to  treat  a  child  of  Mrs. ,  age  nineteen  months 

— feeble  constitution — and  from  its  birth  has  been  afflicted  with  diar- 
rhoea. During  its  short  life,  it  has  been  favored  with  a  variety  of  treat- 
ment, and,  strange  to  say,  notwithstanding  the,  perfection  of  medical  art, 
to  no  advantage. 

When  I  was  called,  the  skin  was  as  white  as  a  piece  of  muslin — the 
feet  and  hands  were  constantly  cold — the  abdomen  very  much  distended 
— the  discharges  exceedingly  offensive — appetite  voracious  and  indis- 
criminate— greedily  consumed  any  thing  within  its  reach — food  passed 
the  digestive  tube  but  slightly  altered. 

Treatment. — I  ordered  two  tea-spoonfuls  of  the  following  syrup  every 
two  hours  until  it  operated  :  spigelia  (pink  root),  one  ounce ;  mentha 
viridis  (spearment),  half  ounce  ;  podophyllum  (may  apple),  two  drachms, 
and  soda,  two  drachms  ;  put  into  soft  water,  boil  to  half  a  pint,  preserved 
with  white  sugar.  On  my  return,  I  found  the  syrup  had  operated  and  a 
large  number  of  worms  been  removed  from  the  bowels.  The  abdomen  still 
continued  swollen,  and  most  of  the  other  symptoms.  A. small  quantity 
of  cholera  syrup  (a  preparation  found  in  all  the  New  School  books  of 
practice,  used  in  cholera),  was  given  in  diluted  doses  every  three  hours ; 
which  stopped  the  discharges  entirely,  and  rendered  the  bowels  torpid  ; 
so  much  so,  as  to  require  an  aperient  of  rhubarb  and  magnesia.  The 
child  improved  for  a  number  of  days;  it  then  ate  some  greens  which 
caused  a  relapse.  I  then  ordered  an  emetic  of  injlata,  to  be  followed  by 
the  above  syrup,  which  checked  the  diarrhosa.  The  distension  of  the 
abdomen  continued — a  cathartic  was  then  administered,  but  it  failed 
to  produce  its  effect — then  an  enema  of  inflata,  elm,  a  small  portion  of 
capsicum  and  A.  B.  physic  (jalap  one  part,  Alexandria  senna  two  parts, 
peppermint  one  part)   was  given,  which  immediately   moved  the  bowel, 
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freely  and  also  brought  away  a  membrane,  resembling  a  piece  of  the  in 
testifies.  As  soon  as  the  membrane  was  dislodo-ed,  the  tumefaction  of 
the  intestines  was  reduced,  they  resumed  their  natural  size  and  flexibili- 
ty ;  a  simple  tonic  was  ordered  once  in  four  hours,  for  a  few  days  ;  the 
the  child  mended  rapidly,  and  is  now  comfortable. 


FEBRI3  REMITTENS. 

BY   DR.  W.   KIRKPATEICK. 

I  was  called  upon  some  time  ago  to  visit  a  person  who  was,  as  the 
messenger  told  me,  in  a  state  of  derangement,  supposed  to  be  occasion- 
ed by  an  excessive  flow  of  blood  to  the  head.  1  arrived  at  the  place  at 
eleven  o'clock  at  night,  when  I  found  him  suffering  intense  pain  in  the 
head,  eyes,  back,  and  limbs,  and  particularly  in  the  back  and  bones  of  the 
legs.  The  febrile  action  excessively  high,  the  excretions  cheeked,  the 
skin  dry  and  hot,  the  tongue  covered  with  a  thick  brown  fur,  the  stom- 
ach nauseated,  and  the  eyes  yellow,  the  pulse  beating  110  a  minute. — 
Upon  interogating  the  patient,  he  told  me  that,  for  three  days  preceeding 
this  time,  he  experienced  much  languor  and  drowsiness,  with  great  ten- 
derness of  the  muscles  and  abdomen.  The  afternoon  of  the  fourth  day, 
on  returning  from  a  neighbor's,  some  quarter  of  a  mile  distant,  he  was 
taken  with  giddiness,  a  light  chill,  and  severe  pains  in  the  loins,  and 
head.  About  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  fever  set  in  and  contin- 
ued to  increase  in  force  until  eleven  o'clock,  when  I  found  him  tossing, 
tearing  his  bed  clothes,  and  two  men  holding  him  in  the  bead.  On  ask- 
ing him  how  he  did,  he  exclaimed,  "  O  what  agony  !  I  am  burning  up !" 
I  pronounced  it  a  case  of  bilious  fever,  and  treated  as  follows : 

First,  sponged  the  forehead  and  thorax  with  cold  water.  I  then  ad- 
ministered the  following  powders  :  lobelia  [brown],  one  part ;  polemoni- 
um  reptans,  two  parts ;  asclepias  tuberosa,  two  parts ;  mentha  virdis,  two 
parts ;  cream  of  tartar,  two  parts  ;  administered  in  half  tea-spoonful  doses 
[in  warm  water  sweetened],  every  fifteen  minutes,  until  perspiration  ap- 
peared ;  then  gave  a  lobelia  emetic,  and,  in  four  hours,  followed  by  a 
cathartic  of  the  compound  powder  of  podophyllum  peltatum;  at  the  same 
time  continuing  the  use  of  the  foregoing  diaphoretic  powders  every  hour. 

Second  day — patient  quiescent,  and  in  a  gentle  moisture. 

Evening — some  febrile  action,  with  a  flatulency  of  the  bowels.  Gave, 
for  the  bowels,  tincture  anisum  two  tea-spoonfuls,  assafcetida  one  do., 
once  in  ten  minutes,  until  the  bowels  were  relieved  ;  continued  diapho- 
ratic  powders  every  two  hours. 

Third  day — patient  free  from  pain,  fever  subsided,  and  relish  for  food 
natural ;  recommended  quinine  and  capsicum  in  two  grains  doses,  every 
hour  for  eight  hours. 

Fourth  day — patient  sitting  at  the  breakfast  table  with  family  ;  rec- 
ommended the  following  tonic  :  cornus  florida,  hydrastis  canadensis,  fra- 
sera  verticillata — equal  parts. 

Dose — a  tea-spoonful  three  times  a  day. 

Fifth  day — patient  rode  four  miles  in  a  buggy  and  returned.  No 
symptoms  of  fever  since. — P.  M.  Era. 
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(From  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

SMITH  ON  PARTURITION. 

Messrs.  Lea  &,  Blanchard  have  republished,  among  a  vast  numb  r  of 
other  excellent  treatises  appertaining  to  the  highest  departments  of  prac- 
tical medicine,  a  work  new  to  us  in  the  United  States,  with  this  title,  viz  , 
"  Parturition,  and  the  principles  and  practice  of  obstetrics,  by  W.  Ty- 
ler Smith,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Obstetrics  in  the  Hunterian  School  of  Med- 
icine." It  is  dedicated  to  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  who  it  is  presumed,  would 
not  tolerate  any  second  rate  author's  approach.  Dr.  Smith  prides  him- 
self particularly  in  having  studied  what  he  calls  reflex  obstetrics.  He 
says,  in  effect,  that  it  is  a  new  branch.  Taking  the  whole  range  of  re- 
flex physiology,  the  cause  of  labor  is  only  second  in  importance  to  the 
cause  of  respiration;  and  no  one  had  perceived,  continues  the  learned 
writer,  that  the  relation  of  the  ovarian  nerves  to  parturition  is  the  same 
as  the  relation  of  the  pneumogastic  nerves  to  respiration  ;  while,  in  the 
investigation  of  the  causes  of  the  genesial  cycles,  in  the  twelfth  lecture, 
a  new  field  is  entered  upon,  altogether  distinct  from  the  reflex  motor 
function.  The  volume  is  made  up  of  "26  lectures,  abounding  in  that 
wisdom  which  should  be  the  characteristic  of  those  practising  obstetricy. 
It  is  thoroughly  and  systematically  exact,  without  being  soporofic  or  un- 
necessarily wire-drawn.  Ticknor  &,  Co.,  Boston,  have  it,  and  physicians 
generally  should  have  it  also. 


[From  the  Physiologico-Medical  Recorder  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

CONTINUES  FEVERS. 

Dr.  J.  Z.  Durham  says,  that  in  continued  fevers,  especially  bilious,  a 
powder,  composed  of  equal  parts  of  eupatorium,  injlata,  and  capsicum 
in  six  grain  doses,  every  three  hours,  produces  the  most  beneficial  results. 
It  excites  a  mild  diaphoresis,  cleanses  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  ali- 
mentary canal,  promotes  the  alvine  action,  exerts  a  most  favorable  effect 
upon  the  portal  and  urinary  circulations,  diminishes  the  rapidity  of  the 
pulse,  and  finally  establishes  a  calm  and  uniform  circulation. 

He  says,  that,  pliytolacca  dccandra  (poke  root),  when  simmered  in 
sweet  oil,  makes  a  cleansing  corrective  salve  for  old  sores  and  ulcers,  and, 
if  aided  by  alteratives,  itself  being  a  good  one,  much  confidence  can  be 
placed  in  it  in  the  above  complaint.  One  ounce  of  the  root  decocted 
in  a  pint  of  wine  and  given  in  table-spoonful  doses,  produces  prompt  em- 
esis,  highly  servicable  in  croup. 

The  plant  is  sometimes  said  to  be  injurious  ;  my  own  experience  with 
it  has  not  revealed  any  poisonous  quality,  though  it  may  have. 

Arum  triphyllum  (Indian  turnip),  the  doctor  says,  when  combined 
with  Hydrastis  (goldenseal)  and  rhubarb,  equal  parts,  in  ten  grain  doses, 
three  times  a  day,  on  an  empty  stomach,  or  just  enough  to  keep  the  bow- 
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els  soluble,  will  generally  cure  the  piles.  There  is  no  menstruum  that  can 
take  up  the  properties  of  arum — hence,  its  properties  are  not  imparted 
to  the  system  until  it  arrives  at  the  inferior  end  of  the  alimentary  canal. 
Probably,  it  is  this  insolubility  that  enables  it  to  act  so  favorably  in 
hemorrhoids. 

Hydrastis  canadensis  is  estimated  by  Dr.  Durham  as  the  most  valuble 
bitter  tonic  in  our  Materia  Medica  and  of  incomparable  worth.  When 
£iven  in  a  simple  cold  infusion,  it  act*  most  happily  in  derangements  of 
the  liver,  torpidity  of  the  portal  circulation,  and  morbid  condition  of  the 
stomach  and  bowels.  If  given  with  capsicum,  equal  portion*,  in  powder, 
shielded  in  some  pleasant  vehicle,  it  is  a  superior  tonic  in  intermittcnts, 
in  dyspepsia,  and  costiveness. 


BEWARE  OF  POISONS. 

BY  PROF.  I.  M.    COMINGS. 

The  following  statement  we  lately  saw  in  a  foreign  Medicai  Journal. 
It  is  only  one  of  the  many  instances,  that  are  continually  occurring  in 
the  practice  of  those  who  recommend  poisons,  in  their  prescriptions. 

While  we  remain  in  so  much  ignorance  of  the  peculiar  action  of  any 
remedies  on  the  system,  it  is  indeed  hazardous  to  use  those  which  are 
known  to  be  poison,  or  to  act  inimically  to  the  vital  principle.  This 
statement  is  made  by  Matteucci,  a  distinguished  Italian  physiologist.  "A 
patient  having  been  dosed  very  largely  with  sulphate  of  quinine  for  an 
attack  of  intermittent  fever,  was  attacked  by  paralysis  of  the  lower  ex- 
tremities. For  this,  moxas,  friction  along  the  spine,  and  strychnine  were 
employed.  But  the  practitioner  being  in  a  hurry  to  complete  the  cure, 
applied  in  addition,  electricity  to  the  spine  and  lower  extremities ; 
which  had  the  effect  of  bringing  on  immediate  tetanus.  A  similar  event 
has  been  perceived  on  electrifying  frogs,  while  under  the  influence  of 
the  alkaloids,  morphine.  We  are  not  told  whether  the  unfortunate  pa- 
tient recovered  or  escaped  further  evils." 

We  have  introduced  this  extract  to  show  the  great  danger  there  is  in 
using,  these  poisonous  agents  ;  and  that  we  have  no  means  of  knowing, 
even  by  long  experience,  what  changes  deleterious  to  the  system  may  be 
going  on.  How  many  sudden  deaths  may  be  laid  to  the  account  of  med- 
icinal doses  of  poison,  which  have  undergone  some  chemical  change  in 
the  system,  which  the- physician  does  not  mistrust !! 

Worcester,  Aug.,   1849. 


GOLD  FROM  VIOLETS. 

Mr.  R.  Hunt,  at  the  Royal  Institution,  London,  states  that  a  friend  of 
his  has  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  minute,  though  wreighable  portion  of 
gold,  from   a  quantity -of  the  petals  of  the    blue   violet.     Ex.  paper. 
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ERYSIPELAS  AND  SCARLATINA. 

BY    J.    MATHEWS,  M.   D.,   MADISON,    I N  D. 

During  the  last  year,  in  the  region  -of  country  where  I  am  located, 
there  has  been  an  unusual  amount  of  these  forms  of  disease  ;  especially 
of  the  first.  The  Old  School  men  have  been  unpardonably  unsuccess- 
ful. Their  poisons  have  alarmingly  increased  the  mortality,  and  hun- 
dreds have  left  the  busy  and  happy  scenes  of  life  for  the  stillness  of  the 
tomb  and  the  uncertainties  of  a  vailed  future.  While  the  New  School 
men  have  had  good  success  ;  the  mortality  in  their  practice  has  been  very 
small. 

The  causes,  symptoms,  and  pathology  of  these  diseases  are  presented 
by  all  our  works  on  Practice,  and  any  one  wishing  for  that  kind  of  infor- 
mation, can  read  such  books. 

The  extent  of  my  practice  and  the  simplicity  of  my  therapeutic  agents 
induce  me  to  make  the  means  I  use  more  generally  known  ;  so,  if  others 
choose  to  avail  themselves  of  its  advantages  in  the  treatment  of  these  di- 
seases, they  can  have  the  privilege. 

As  soon  as  I  discover  that  my  patient  is  laboring  under  either  of  the 
above  forms  of  disease,  I  order  a  lobelia  emetic,  preparing  the  system 
first  by  the  use  of  an  infusion  of  sage,  and  a  warm  foot  bath.  After  the 
emetic  has  operated,  purified  the  stomach,  and  broken  up  the  vascular 
embarrassment  of  the  system,  I  continue  the  infusion  of  sage,  as  a  con- 
stant drink;  warm,  while  the  febrile  habit  continues,  and  cool,  when 
absent. 

For  an  external  and  internal  application  to  the  throat,  I  make  a  lini- 
ment by  simmering  onions  in  sweet  oil.  If  the  fauces  become  enflamed, 
it  is  taken  in  small  doses  internally,  and  thoroughly  rubbed  on  externally, 
then  applying  a  soft  flannel  around  the  neck.  When  the  erysipelatous 
swellings  appear  upon  the  surface,  I  anoint  the  part  with  the  following 
embrocation  :  one  ounce  of  the  bark  of  bitter  sweet  to  four  ounces  of 
lard,  simmered  over  a  moderate  heat,  which  acts  most  happily  in  remov- 
ing such  derangements  of  the  surface.  If  the  bowels  are  torpid,  an  en- 
ema of  oil  and  mucilage  of  elm  is  used,  and  sometimes  an  aperient.— 
This  treatment,  notwithstanding  its  simplicity,  is  safe,  efficient,  and 
prompt. 


CAUSES  OE  CHOLERA. 

\Cf°  The  physicians  in  Albany  attribute  many  recent  cases  of  cholera 
in  that  city  to  imprudence  in  the  use  of  green  vegetables  for  food,  es- 
pecially cabbage  and  onions. — Ex.  paper. 
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HOW  TO  PREVENT  QUACKERY. 

BY  PROF.  I.  M.  COMINGS. 

It  has  become  a  matter  of  serious  inquiry,  with  many  of  the  first 
practitioners  of  the  day,  how  to  account  for  the  extensive  sale  and  use 
of  quack  nostrums,  patent  drugs,  and  secret  remedies.  We  have  no 
doubt,  that  this  may  be  partly  accounted  for,  in  the  great  uncertainty  of 
the  healing  art,  and  the  poisoning  and  depleting  practice  of  the  Allo- 
pathic system.  Patients  find,  that  they  often  recover  much  sooner  by 
taking  some  simple  remedy,  or  perhaps  some  secret  nostrum,  which  has 
little  or  no  effect  on  the  system,  than  they  do  under  the  treatment  of 
the  most  scientific  practitioner  of  the  day. 

But,  the  most  prominent  cause  of  the  extensive  use  of  these  patent 
medicines  is  to  be  found,  in  the  ignorance  of  the  practitioners  of  medi- 
cine. The  people — the  public  desire  knowledge  ; — they  want  light. 
They  demand,  that  the  physician  whom  they  consult  shall  understand 
their  case,  and  prescribe  for  them  with  a  full  conviction,  that  the  reme- 
dies he  advises,  are  suited  to  the  form  of  disease.  They  ask  of  their 
medical  adviser,  that  he  should  explain  to  them,  the  modus  operandi,  the 
effects,  and  the  results  of  the  remedy  prescribed  ;  and  we  contend  they 
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have  a  right  to  know,  not  only  the  remedy  administered,  but  its  known 
and  probable  effects.  But,  alas  !  how  few,  even  among  those  who  are 
acknowledged  the  most  learned,  are  able  to  explain  the  pathological  or 
the  physiological  state  of  the  system,  and  the  effects  of  the  remedy  pre- 
scribed !  How  many  conceal  their  ignorance  by  the  knowing  look  and 
the  silent  tongue !  In  many  cases,  the  patient  is  more  learned  than  the 
physician ;  and,  in  proportion  as  he  finds  his  medical  adviser  will  not 
enlighten  him,  will  he  seek  aid  from  sources  which  pretend  to  give  the 
desired  intelligence. 

We  contend,  then,  that  the  best — the  only  way  to  put  a  stop  to  quack- 
ery and  the  sale  of  secret  nostrums,  is  to  enlighten  the  profession.  Make 
them  what  they  ought  to  be,  qualified  for  their  great  work.  There  are 
many  instances,  and  they  are  of  almost  daily  occurrence,  in  which  the 
medical  practitioner  is  called  on  to  assume  the  character  of  a  popular 
teacher,  and  to  enlighten  his  fellow  man  on  points  which  can  only  be 
elucidated  by  one  who  is  endowed,  both  with  a  philosophic  frame  of 
mind,  and  with  medical  experience.  Hence  the  physician  ought  to  have 
an  extensive  range  of  knowledge,  not  merely  of  medicine,  but  of  the 
sciences  and  literature. 

One  of  the  most  obvious  and  important  points  on  which  the  public 
mind  stands  in  need  of  guidance  from  the  medical  profession,  is  that  of 
the  pretensions  of  quacks,  the  merits  of  their  systems,  and  the  analysis 
of  the  lying  wonders,  with  which  they  are  wont  to  mystify  the  public. 

It  should  be  the  peculiar  province  of  the  medical  profession  to  g.uard 
society  against  these  impositions,  not  by  a  stolid  rejection  of  alleged  facts, 
merely  because  they  are  new,  or  extraordinary,  but  by  an  acute  examina- 
tion and  philosophical  analysis,  whereby  any  truth  which  is  mixed  up 
with  the  mass  of  error  and  deception,  may  be  fairly  eliminated,  and  these 
obliquities  of  reasoning  detected,  which  would  divest  the  most  valuable 
truths  of  their  utility,  by  giving  them  a  false  application. 

We  should  also*  find,  that  the  study  of  general  philosophy,  and  the 
principles  of  right  reasoning,  would  enable  us  to  exempt  the  public  mind 
from  the  dominion  of  quackery,  and  that  our  own  science  would  derive 
important  light  from  a  just  analysis  of  the  very  delusions  which  we  are 
called  on  to  dispel.  In  fact,  it  very  seldom  happens,  that  a  system  takes 
extensive  hold  of  the  public  mind,  without  containing  something  true 
and  useful.  So  we  find  in  Mesmerism,  Homoeopathy,  Hydropathy,  and 
the  Analytic  System,  very  much  that  is  valuable;  but  to  confine  our- 
selves to  either  of  these  exclusively,  would  not  be  consistent  with  that 
enlarged  view  of  medical  knowledge  which  we  advocate.  -  Bnt  it  is  our 
duty  to  study  each  of  these  systems,  and  to  gather  whatever  is  valuable 
and  according  to  sound  philosophical  principles.  If  we  do  this,  we  shall 
be  able,  not  only  to  adopt  and  use  whatever  is  truly  important,  but  to 
explain,  to  our  patients  and  to  the  public,  the  philosophy  of  the  cures 
effected,  and  direct  them  in  the  employment  of  those  remedies,  or  dis- 
countenance them,  as  our  judgments  shall  dictate. 

These  extensive  acquirements  in  medical  knowledge  will  enable  us  to 
show,  to  an  enlightened  community,  what  is  really  valuable,  and  what 
should,  on  no  account,  be  patronized.  But,  as  long  as  we  remain  in 
ignorance  ourselves,  and  do  not  strive  to  enlightened  the  community  in 
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true  knowledge,  we  must  expect  to  see  quackery  prevail,  and  nostrums 
popular. 

We  are  aware,  there  are  those  in  the  new,  as  well  as  in  the  old  prac- 
tice, who  are  opposed  to  enlightening  the  people  on  the  subject  of  medi- 
cine; but  those  who  do  this,  take  a  very  limited  view  of  the  subject, 
and  betray  a  fear,  that  their  ignorance  will  be  exposed,  or  their  quackery 
manifested.  The  enlightened  pathologist  who  never  prescribes  for  a 
patient,  till  he  is  satisfied  by  a  careful  examination,  that  he  understands 
the  case,  and  then  only  prescribes  from  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
agents  he  uses,  will  never  be  ashamed,  or  afraid  to  speak  out  his  opinion, 
or  explain  his  views  and  reasons  for  the  course  he  pursues.  Medicine 
can  be  and  ought  to  be  established  on  fixed  principles.  There  is  no 
necessity  of  so  much  empiricism,  so  much  guessing,  so  much  experiment- 
ing and  uncertainty.  If  our  practitioners  would  go  back  to  first  princi- 
ples, follow  the  dictates  of  nature,  study  her  laws  more  thoroughly,  and 
keep  her  simple  rules  before  them,  and  not  be  so  blinded  by  theory  and 
mystified  with  the  vague  notions  of  authority,  we  should  see  more  rapid 
advancement  in  medicine,  a  great  decrease  in  quackery,  and  little  or  no 
sale  for  the  patent  nostrums  of  the  day. 

Medical  practitioners  are  called  upon  to  occupy  a  higher  position  in 
society,  than  they  now  do  in  many  places  ;  and,  in  order  to  fit  themselves 
for  such  advancement,  they  must  become  natural  and  general  philoso- 
phers ;  for  the  great  means  of  putting  down  quackery  will  be  found  in 
the  ability,  on  the  part  of  medical  men,  to  strip  it  of  its  allusions,  and 
to  reduce  it  to  its  true  principles. 

That  selfish  notion,  that  would  prompt  us  to  withhold  knowledge  from 
the  public,  lest  they  prescribe  for  themselves  and  thus  become  their  own 
doctors,  is  one  of  the  most  false  and  erroneous  ideas  that  ever  entered 
a  sordid  mind  ;  for  it  is  the  very  want  of  this  knowledge  that  induces 
them  to  go  to  the  ignorant  pretender.  Men  will  no  more  become  their 
own  physicians,  than  they  will  their  own  tailors  and  carpenters.  On  the 
contrary,  the  more  physiological  and  true,  medical  information  you  give 
them,  the  more  will  you  obtain  their  confidence  and  support. 

Worcester,  Aug.,  1849. 


From  the  American  Phrenological  Journal. 

THE  GRAPE  AS  AN  ARTICLE  OE  DIET,  AND  ITS  CULTIVA- 
TION. 

Former  articles  have  spoken  in  high  terms  of  the  utility  of  berries, 
pears,  and  peaches.  Yet,  as  if  to  add  bounty  to  bounty,  and  render  the 
measure  of  man's  gustatory  enjoyment  full,  shaken  down,  and  running  over, 
nature  has  created  the  grape.  Nor  created  merely,  but  rendered  it  most 
delicious— not  inferior,  when  its  best  kinds  are  in  perfection,  to  any  other 
fruit.     Yet,  as  its  natural  latitude  is  southern,  with  us  it  cannot  excel  the 
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peach  ;  but,  as  the  Catawba  and  Isabella,  by  proper  care,  can  be  kept  till 
winter,  and  even  into  spring,  it  is  most  valuable  as  a  winter  fruit.  Upon 
the  whole,  probably,  it  has  no  superior  in  the  whole  department  ot  fruits. 
Abounding,  like  the  peach  in  juice  and  jelly,  in  sweets  and  acids,  it  fur- 
nishes essential  ingredients  to  the  animal  economy  ;  and  yet,  not  being 
particularly  hearty,  large  amounts  may  be  eaten  by  the  healthy  with  im- 
punity. Its  value  to  the  sick  is  also  great,  yet  for  them  the  sweet  kinds 
are  most  desirable.     They  must  also  be  fully  ripe,  and  of  the  best  quali- 

The  ancients  made  a  much  greater  use  of  the  vine  than  the  moderns, 
and  in  this  respect  were  undoubtedly  in  advance  of  us.  English  soil  and 
climate  are  not  particularly  adapted  to  this  fruit ;  and,  as  this  country  took 
its  habits,  food,  etc.,  mainly  from  its  ancestors,  comparatively  little  atten- 
tion has  been  paid  in  this  country  to  grape  culture — a  neglect  altogether 
surprising,  when  we  consider  its  value.  Every  family  ought  to  have  its 
grapery  almost  as  much  as  its  table,  and  to  load  its  tables,  throughout 
the  grape  season,  at  every  meal.  How  perfectly  enchanting  those  large 
bunches  of  full  ripe  grapes  !  What  words  can  express  their  beauty,  their 
delicacy  of  flavor,  or  their  dietetic  value?  Let  them  be  as  universally 
and  abundantly  used,  as  they  are  beautiful  to  appreciate,  and  exquisite  to 
the  taste. 

And  they  are  easily  cultivated  even  in  cities.  Properly  planted,  they 
occupy  very  little  ground  room  ;  nourish  just  as  well  under  pavement  as 
without  it ;  are  easily  manured  by  house  slops,  and  especially  the  suds 
made  in  every  family  by  washing;  and  are  susceptible  of  training  so  as  to 
form  shade  as  well  as  ornament,  and  every  thing  about  them  inviting  ex- 
tensive cultivation.  Why  have  men  been  so  neglectful  in  availing  them- 
selves  of  so  choice  a  bounty? 

Their  fruitfulness  and  richness  of  flavor  are  greatly  promoted  by  ani- 
mal manure.  A  fellow-townsman,  on  the  death  of  one  of  his  horses, 
buried  it  approximate  to  the  roots  of  his  grape  vines,  and  thereby  great- 
ly enhanced  their  quantity  and  quality  for  several  years.  Animal  decom- 
position evolves  carbon,  an  element  absolutely  necessary  to  the  life  pro- 
cess, and  freely  furnished  by  the  gnape. 

The  grape  is  also  easily  propagated  by  cuttings,  or  by  burying  a  part 
of  a  branch  under  ground,  and  then  lea\ing  a  part  above  ground,  and 
burying  another,  and  so  on ;  each  joint  in  the  ground  taking  root  and 
sending  up  its  shoot  at  the  joint  above  ground  ;  and  thus,  half  a  score  of 
hearty  vines  may  be  obtained  from  a  single  branch  in  a  single  year  capa- 
ble, if  well  transplanted,  of  bearing  the  next  season.  But,  as  our  pur- 
pose is  to  incite  our  readers  to  the  procurement  and  cultivation  of  these 
fruits,  rather  than  to  direct  them  as  to  the  best  mode  of  such  culture,  we 
hope  that  this  article  will  literally  make  your  mouths  water,  so  that,  if 
you  have  this  vine,  you  will  learn  how  to  render  it  fruitful,  and,  if  you 
have  not,  to  proceed  forthwith  to  its  procurement  and  proper  transplant- 
ing. Merely  as  a  pecuniary  speculation,  those  who  have  limited  grounds 
will  find  the  cultivation  of  nothing  else  equally  profitable. 

This  and  former  articles  on  summer  fruits,  have  recommended  a  free 
use  of  fruits,  a  use  altogether  greater  than  their  present  supply.  Hence, 
touching  that  supply  ,we  may  make  this  important  remark,  that  the  pri- 
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ces  now  asked  in  market  for  these  fruits  is  altogether  enormous,  and  far 
beyond  both  the  cost  of  production,  and  the  reach  of  the  middling  and 
poorer  classes.  As  a  general  thing,  fruit  bears  a  far  higher  price  per 
bushel  than  grain.  Dr.  Underhill  asks  and  obtains  fifteen  cents  per 
pound  for  his  grapes,  and  makes  a  fortune  yearly,  whereas  the  highest 
cut  of  meat,  at  its  highest  time  and  places,  never  reaches  fifteen  cents, 
and  ranges  considerably  below  the  price  of  grapes,  cherries,  and  several 
other  kinds  of  fruit;  yet  the  capital  and  pains  taken  to  raise  a  thousand 
pounds  of  meat,  would  raise  at  least  ten  thousand  pounds  oi  grapes.  A 
single  vine,  well  cultivated,  will  bear  hundreds  of  pounds  annually,  and 
many  vines  produce  every  year  a  greater  weight  than  the  largest  cattle 
brought  to  market.  See,  then,  how  altogether  enormous  the  profits  on 
these  fruits,  taken  in  connection  with  their  cost  of  production,  when 
compared  with  meat  and  grain,  and  the  reason  is  obviously  this:  nearly 
all  our  land  is  devoted  to  grain  or  grass.  In  other  words,  since  cattle 
and  fruit  cannot  well  be  raised  together,  most  farmers  neglect  fruit 
almost  wholly,  and  hence  glut  the  market  with  grain  and  flesh,  and  there- 
by allow  those  few  who  turn  attention  to  fruit  to  realize  most  extravagant 
prices.  And  this  is  the  order  of  nature.  True,  we  require  perhaps  as 
much  grain  as  is  now  consumed,  but  we  certainly  require  far  less  meat, 
if  any  at  all.  Not  to  discuss  here  the  necessity  of  meat,  this  is  certainly 
true,  that  mankind  can  live  just  as  well  as  now  on  one  tenth  or  one 
fiftieth  the  meat  now  consamed.  Let,  therefore,  those  vast  valleys,  east 
and  west,  now  devoted  to  cattle,  be  set  out  with  fruit  trees,  so  as  to  ren- 
der all  fruits  as  abundant  in  proportion  as  meat  and  grain  ;  and  then  the 
price  of  fruits  will  be  brought  within  the  reach  of  the  humblest  cottages, 
as  they  now  are  in  Italy.  As  a  general  rule,  where  peaches  will  grow 
at  all,  ten  bushels  can  be  raised  as  easily  as  one  of  potatoes,  so  that  they 
can  be  furnished  at  a  handsome  profit  at  ten  or  fifteen  cents  a  bushel ; 
and  this  would  bring  them  within  the  reach  of  all.  So  of  grapes.  Every 
family  that  has  a  permanent  abode — and  every  family  should  have  such — 
can  have  one  or  more  grape  vines ;  and,  if  they  would  feed  them  as  they 
do  their  pig  or  cow,  they  would  derive  far  greater  gustatory  pleasure  and 
dietetic  value  therefrom.  And  certainly,  strawberries,  raspberries,  black- 
berries, mulberies,  pears,  and  apples,  can  be  supplied  in  any  required 
abundance,  at  from  twelve  to  twenty-five  cents  per  bushel,  and  then  yield 
a  handsome  profit  to  the  grower.  And  will  not  a  bushel  of  these  fruits 
go  from  ten  to  twenty  times  as  far  in  the  family  as  a  pound  of  butter? 
Suppose,  instead  of  eating  bread  and  butter,  you  eat  bread  spread  with 
jelly,  made  from  one  of  these  kinds  of  fruits,  would  it  not  relish  as 
well  ?  Or,  taking  the  juice  of  these  fruits,  extracted  just  before  eating, 
sweetened,  and  using  it  in  the  place  of  milk,  how  much  further  will  the 
same  labor,  now  expended  in  preparing  butter,  if  spent  in  raising  fruits, 
go  in  family  nutrition,  both  as  solid  food  and  as  a  relish.  The  idea,  that 
we  must  have  butter  as  much  as  fruit,  is  by  no  means  founded  upon  the 
nature  of  things.  It  is  used  exclusively  as  a  relish.  If  there  were  no 
other  relishes — if  nothing  else  were  as  well  calculated  to  flavor  food  as 
butter,  then  the  idea  would  be  philosophically  correct.  But  since  fruits 
are  altogether  more  palatable,  and  since  their  juice  can  be  used  exactly 
as  we  use  milk,  and  their  jelly  as   we  use  butter,  why  not  make  the  ex- 
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change,  especially  since  fruits  are  altogether  more  healthy  than  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  cow  ?  Employ  in  fruit  culture  the  same  land  now  devoted 
to  your  cow,  and  you  will  reap  at  least  ten,  if  not  a  hundred  fold,  more 
pleasure  and  profit  therefrom.  And  we  are  free  to  confess,  in  conclusion, 
that  the  primary  object  of  these  articles  on  fruit,  is  to  induce  our  read- 
ers to  make  the  exchange  here  recommended  of  meat  for  fruit,  of  butter 
for  jelly,  and  of  milk  for  the  juice  of  fruits. 


WHAT  ARE  PILES. 

Every  person  is  aware,  that  there  is  a  very  powerful  circular  muscle 
surrounding  the  extreme  end  of  the  human  bowel ;  and  too  many,  unfor- 
tunately for  their  happiness,  are  equally  certain  that  excesses,  exhaustion, 
or  constipation,  produce,  or  are  in  some  way  closely  connected  with,  cer- 
tain bleeding  tumors  occasionally  appearing  on  the  verge  of  the  anus,  and 
partially  subsiding  when  the  cause  is  removed,  or  with  the  loss  of  blood 
from  within  the  bowel  :  this  is  generally  apparent  when  at  stool. 

These  are  called  either  blind  or  bleeding  piles.  These  terms  are  not 
without  their  meaning — although  all  who  use  them  do  not  mean  the 
same  thing.  We  shall  explain  their  general  meaning  presently.  We 
wish  now  to  give  the  reader  an  idea  of  their  origin,  so  that  he  may  be 
able  either  to  cure  or  alleviate  his  affliction,  if  he  be  so  unfortunate  as  to 
be  thus  annoyed. 

Each  portion  of  the  human  body,  however  small,  contains  its  ap- 
propriate nerves,  arteries,  and  veins.  The  veins  are  the  only  portion 
of  which  we  now  intend  to  speak.  Thev  produce  piles  in  the  following 
manner  ;  the  bowels  are  formed  throughout  their  whole  length,  by  an  in- 
ner or  mucous  lining,  and  an  outer  or  muscular  one.  The  inner  one 
produces  mucus,  which  lubricates  the  inner  surface  of  the  intestine,  and 
allows  the  surplus  contents  to  pass  easily  downward.  The  outer  or  mus- 
cular coat,  by  means  of  an  alteration  of  contraction  and  relaxation, 
forces  these  contents  downward  on  their  way  out  of  the  system. 

At  the  outlet  or  anus,  as  we  call  it,  this  muscular  coat  becomes  a  thick 
ring.  The  object  of  this  increase  of  thickness  is,  by  its  power  of  involun- 
tary contraction,  to  keep  the  bowel  well  closed.  Now,  the  reader  will 
notice,  that,  as  this  powerful  muscle  completely  surrounds  the  rectum,  as 
the  lower  is  called,  it  must  of  necessity  constrict  all  the  veins  that  pass 
below  it,  and  supply  the  mucous  membrane,  or  the  inner  lining  of  that 
part.  These  veins  (as  all  veins  in  the  body  do)  carry  back  the  blood 
brought  to  that  part  by  its  arteries,  after  it  has  contributed  what  the  mu- 
cous membrane   requires  for  its  secretion  and  nourishment. 

When  there  is  no  constipation  of  the  bowels  to  distend  them,  and 
cause  them  to  press  upon  the  great  veins  within  the  belly,  into  which 
the  smaller  ones  of  the  rectum  empty,  all  goes  on  smoothly.  The  blood 
passes  upward  from  the  anus,  or  opening  of  the  bowel,  into  these  large 
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veins,  and  finds  its  way  to  the  heart,  notwithstanding  the  constriction  of 
this  circular  muscle,  or  sphincter,  as  it  is  called.  But,  when  the  bow- 
els are  distended  and  obstinately  costive,  the  veins  cannot,  by  their  fee- 
ble power,  overcome  both  the  constricting  muscle  and  the  obstruction 
above,  and  so  they  swell  into  tumors,  all  round  or  on  one  side  of  the 
anus,  and  very  often  give  great  pain  by  their  distension,  pressing  upon 
and  aggravating  the  nerves  that  accompany  the  veins  and  arteries. 

Now  remember  that  the  arteries  which  bring  the  blood  to  the  part, 
being  connected  with,  and  subject  to  every  beat  of  the  heart,  they  eas- 
ily convey  it  to  the  tumors  ;  but  the  veins  having  to  raise  it  upwards, 
and  the  sphincter  muscle  and  loaded  bowels  both  pressing  upon  them, 
they  are  too  feeble  to  drive  the  blood  onward  :  it  cannot  mount,  and  so 
the  swellings  increase  ;  thus  piles  are  formed. 

Every  person  will  soon  discover  that  the  blood  finds  its  way  back  to 
the  heart,  and  ceases  to  distend  the  piles,  much  quicker  when  he  lies 
down,  and  when  the  bowels  are  empty.  Excesses  of  all  kinds,  wine  and 
irritating  food,  increase  the  irritation,  and  take  away  from  the  power  of 
the  veins  ;  and  so  they  cannot  contract  and  send  their  blood  upward, 
which  they  must  do  of  themselves  alone,  because  they  are  not  like  the 
arteries,  subject  to  the  action  of  the  heart,  but  return  the  blood  to  it. 

We  spoke  of  internal  or  blind  piles,  and  said  we  would  explain  them. 
The  term  simply  means,  in  popular  usage,  piles  within  the  gut — piles  that 
are  not  to  be  seen  or  felt ;  that  only  show  their  existence  by  bleeding  at 
stool.  Sometimes,  we  think,  the  term  is  applied  to  piles  that  are  visible, 
but  do  not  bleed. 

After  piles  have  existed  for  a  long  time,  and  harrassed  the  patient — 
sometimes  within  and  sometimes  without,  sometimes  painful  and  some- 
times quite  endurable — they  often  become  reduced  to  thick  and  partially 
solid  tumors,  or  folds  of  skin,  rendering  the  person  still  uncomfortable 
from  interfering  with  cleanliness,  irritating  and  itching,  and  sometimes 
producing  permanent  thickening  of  the  verge. —  The  Scalpel. 


DEATH  FROM  A  DROP  OF  LAUDANUM. 

BY   H.  V.  WOOTEN,  M.  D.,  LOWNDESBORO',  ALA. 

A  fine,  healthy,  female  child,  in  the  fifth  day  of  its  age,  suffered  from 
l<  griping,"  as  its  mother  supposed,  for  which  she  administered  to  it  one 
drop  of  laudanum.  Thirty  minutes  afterwards,  its  breathing  becoming 
slow  and  stertorous,  I  was  sent  for  ;  but,  being  absent,  another  physician 
saw  it,  who  found  it  impossible  to  get  the  child  to  swallow  anything. 
External  excitants,  &c,  were  resorted  to,  and  three  hours  after  the  lauda- 
num was  taken  I  saw  it.  Its  pupils  were  dilated  and  insensible  to  light, 
breathing  very  laborious,  each  inspiration  giving  aloud  struggling  sound, 
great  lividity  of  complexion,  &c.     It  would  draw  four  inspirations,  at  the 
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rate  of  sixteen  per  minute,  and  then  cease  to  inhale  about  thirty  seconds, 
when  the  four  inspirations  would  again  be  drawn.  On  the  fourth  inspi- 
ration, a  general  spasm  of  the  extremities  would  seize  it.  Its  pulse  during 
the  last  two  inspirations  were  about  fifty  to  the  minute,  during  the  spasm 
and  suspension  of  breathing  it  would  run  up  to  about  109,  become  very 
weak,  and  finally  cease  at  the  wrists  about  six  seconds  before  the  breath- 
ing was  resumed. 

This  condition  continued  without  material  variation  until  the  sixth 
hour,  when  on  bathing  it  in  hot  water  and  brandy,  followed  by  the  ap- 
plication of  plasters  of  cayenne  to  the  feet  and  hands,  it  breathed  con- 
tinuously, but  with  great  difficulty,  at  the  rate  of  30  inspirations  to  the 
minule,  for  twenty  minutes,  and  its  pulse  during  all  this  time  ranged 
from  90  to  100.  Its  pupils  contracted  a  little,  and  the  lividity  of  com- 
plexion disappeared  to  a  considerable  extent.  Hopes  were  now  enter- 
tained that  it  had  passed  the  crisis,  and  would  recover;  but  spasms  again 
seized  it,  from  which  it  fell  into  a  collapse,  from  which  nothing  that  we 
could  do  would  raise  it.  After  this  it  would  draw  only  three  inspirations 
at  the  rate  of  twelve  to  the  minute,  when  spasms  would  occur,  and  the 
suspensions  of  breathing  become  longer..  At  the  tenth  hour,  it  drew 
but  two  inspirations  together  about  twelve  seconds  apart,-  and  then  sus- 
pended for  nearly  a  minute.  For  three  hours,  I  thought,  during  every  sus- 
pension of  breathing,  that  it  was  dead,  as  its  pulse  would  cease  at  the 
wrists  before  breathing  was  resumed  ;  but  it  continued  to  labor  for  breath 
in  this  way  uutil  the  end  of  the  eleventh  hour,  when  it  died. 

The  laudanum  was  dropped  from  an  ounce  vial,  in  which  there  was 
but  about  ten  drops.  It  had  been  stopped  with  a  piece  of  twisted  paper, 
and  hanging  up  about  a  year.  All  the  inner  surface  of  the  lower  part  of 
the  vial  was  encrusted  with  opium,  and  the  remaining  laudanum  was 
heavily  charged  with  this  deposit  resulting  from  evaporation.  Every 
means  of  keeping  the  child  alive  which  our  ingenuity  could  suggest, 
were  diligently  applied,  and  with  apparent  effect,  but  not  success. 

This  case  is  one  which  rarely  occurs,  and  I  report  it  mainly  on  that 
account;  yet  it  is  not  otherwise  destitute  of  interest.  The  stomach 
pump  was  not  used,  because  I  had  no  tube  of  suitable  size,  and,  besides, 
I  was  satisfied  that  it  was  too  late  to  resort  to  measures  of  that  kind, 
when  I  saw  it. — Southern  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 


CASES  REPORTED. 

The  first  was  the  case  of  a  young  man  by  name  of  Thomas  Adkins, 
between  15  and  18  years  of  age,  rather  slender  or  spare-built.  About 
the  age  of  12  or  13  years,  he  was  taken  with  a  violent  cold  or  influenza; 
and,  ever  after,  he  had  very  bad  health.  About  four  years  after,  he  was 
taken  down  with  common  bilious  fever,  and  called  in  Dr.  Banks,  an 
eminent  physician,  and,  at  that  time,  one  of  the  most  eminent  surgeons 
in  the  State  of  Georgia.  He  received  the  usual  depleting  treatment,  for 
the  usual  time  of  near  three  weeks, — when  the  fever  was  broken  up, 
though  he  complained  of  severe  pain  and .soreness  in  the  region  of  the  liver, 
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and  low  down  towards  the  right  hip,  near  the  superior  part  of  the  ante- 
rior margin  of  the  os  ilium,  where  a  large  tumor  or  abscess  formed.  The 
abscess  was  finally  opened,  and  it  discharged  a  quantity  of  matter.  After 
several  weeks,  it  was  pronounced,  by  Dr.  B.,  to  be  a  mercurial  ulcer  and 
incurable.  The  ulcer  continued  to  spread  very  fast,  extending  over  a 
large  region  of  the  right  side,  eating  away  the  entire  muscles  from  the 
anterior  part  of  (he  abdomen,  from  near  the  linea  alba  to  the  spine, 
and  from  the  anterior  margin  and  crista  of  the  ilium,  extending  up 
the  side,  exposing  three  ribs,  the  liver,  and  the  intestines,  before  he 
died.  I  saw  this  patient,  as  a  neighbor,  several  times  ;  and,  on  the  morn- 
ing before  he  died,  I  saw  the  wound  dressed.  The  patient  continued  in 
his  right  mind  to  the  last,  except  occasionally  when  under  the  effects  of 
opium. 

The  second  was  the  case  of  Robert  Stewart,  who  was  about  12  years 
of  age,  and  who  had,  in  1830,  suffered  severely  from  some  inflammatory 
disease,  on  account  of  which  he  afterwards  had  but  very  bad  health.  In 
1834,  he  was  taken  with  bilious  fever,  and  received  the  usual  treatment. 
In  about  twenty  days  it  was  said,  by  Dr.  Bell,  his  attending  physician, 
that  his  fever  was  broken,  yet  he  continued  with  a  severe  pain  and  sore- 
ness in  his  right- side.  Finally  a  large  tumor  formed  in  the  same  region 
as  I  have  described  in  the  case  of  Adkins,  and  the  patient  continued  to 
grow  worse.  At  the  end  of  about  seven  weeks  from  his  first  attack  of 
the  fever,  I  was  called  to  see  him,  and  learned  the  particulars  of  his  case, 
as  above  stated.  I  suspected  that  matter  was  formed  in  the  tumor,  and 
was  deeply  seated.  After  due  preparation,  I  gave  him  a  course  of  medi- 
cine. I  then  opened  the  tumor,  which  discharged  a  large  quantity.  I 
kept  him  under  constitutional  treatment,  for  about  two  weeks,  when  he 
was  fairly  convalescent.  The  treatment  was  a  course  of  medicine  every 
day,  or  every  other  day,  with  the  best  alteratives  and  tonics  that  I  could 
procure. 

I  have  two  more  cases  on  hand,  which  I  expect  to  report  soon. 

D.  Herron. 

REVOLVING  TOOTH  KEY. 

Mr.  Smilie  of  South  Reading,  an  ingenious  dentist,  of  rare  promise 
— a  brother  of  Dr.  E.  R.  Smilie,  who  has  contributed  largely  to  the 
modern  stock  of  beautiful  and  useful  surgical  instruments — has  produ- 
ced a  new  device  for  extracting  teeth,  which  deserves  the  close  exami- 
nation of  practising  dentists.  The  new  and  essential  feature  is  the  con- 
struction of  the  fulcrum,  attached  to  the  common  bar.  The  hook  may  be 
turned  to  any  angle,  and  from  one  side  to  the  other,  without  altering  a 
screw.  Next,  the  face  of  the  fulcrum,  which  comes  in  contact  with  the 
gum,  is  covered  by  a  broad  spring,  that  yields  as  the  power  is  exerted  at 
the  handle,  and  the  tooth  is  thus  raised  nearly  perpendicularly  from  its 
socket,  while  violence  to  the  alveolar  wall  is  avoided  by  the  wide,  elas- 
tic surface  of  the  spring,  pressed  along  the  arch.  Dentists,  alone,  must 
decide  upon  the  utility  of  this  improvement ;  and,  if  it  passes  their  or- 
deal favorably,  the  inventor  will  have  numerous  orders  for  specimens. 

Boston  Med.  fy  Sur.  Journal. 
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From  the  Water-Cure  Journal. 

HEALTH   STANZAS. 

BY  MRS  A.  C.  JUDSON- 


There  are  pearls  from  the  ocean, 

And  gold  from  the  mine, 
And  gems  of  rich  beauty 

Resplendently  shine  ; 
And  coronets  gleam 

With  the  diamond  so  rare, 
Most  precious  !  none  other 

Can  with  it  compare. 

There  are  many  things  costly 

And  bright  o'er  the  earth, 
To  things  of  great  beauty 

Hath  God  given  birth  ; 
Yet  brighter,  and  better, 

And  choicer  than  wealth," 
Pearls,  gems,  or  the  diamond, 

The  treasure  of  Health. 

Who,  who  would  not  seek  it, 

And  who  does  not  prize 
The  best  of  all  blessings 

That's  found  'neath  the  skies  ? 
Yet  oft  it  is  bartered 

By  many  for  nought, 
Save  some  gross  enjoyment, 

Not  worthy  their  thought. 


Away  with  all  viands, 

All  sumptuous  fare — 
Let  me  but  this  blessing 

Of  health  ever  share  ; 
I'll  court  not  the  honors 

At  Fashion's  loved  shrine, 
While  the  wealth  of  the  Indies 

Can   ne'er  equal  mine. 

O  give  me  a  breathing 

In  pure  air  of  heaven, 
Which  God  in  p;reat  mercy 

To  mortals  bath  given  ; 
And  let  me  drink,  oft, 

From  the  bountiful  springs 
Which  flow  forth  so  freely, 

To  gladden  all  things. 

My  diet  be  simple, 

As  Nature  designed, 
For  health  of  the  body, 

And  strength  of  the  mind  ; 
Then  toil  will  be  pleasant. 

Refreshing  my  rest ; 
And  life,  though  so  checker'd, 

Be  peaceful  and  blest. 


From  the  Eclectic  Medical  Journal. 

CURE  FOR  BURNS. 

A  correspondent  in  Kentucky  sends  us  a  recipe  for  the  treatment  of 
burns,  which  is  no  doubt  valuable.  The  excellent  effects  of  lime  and 
linseed  oil  have  been  well  ascertained.  The  present  prescription  is  wor- 
thy of  attention  : 

"  In  your  first  number  you  requested  those  having  any  valuable  infor- 
mation, to  present  it  through  your  Journal.  We  have  an  application 
here  for  burns  and  scalds,  that  I  have  never  seen  published  in  any  work. 
I  have  tried  it,  and  seen  it  tried,  and  never  known  it  to  fail.  It  is  dry 
slacked  lime,  mixed  with  an  equal  part  of  lard,  spread  on  a  cloth,  and 
laid  over  the  part.  It  acts  like  a  charm  ;  relieves  pain  and  subdues  in- 
flammation. A  servant  girl  of  mine,  this  winter,  got  her  feet  and  legs 
badly  scalded  by  a  pot  of  scalding  water  tilting  over  on  them.  The 
skin  came  off  of  one  of  them  with  the  stocking.  We  applied  the  lime 
and  lard  immediately.  It  relieved  the  pain  directly.  We  every  day 
took  the  old  plaster  off  and  put  a  new  one  on,  and  in  a  couple  of  weeks  it 
was  entirely  well.  A  child  near  here  scalded  one  hand  in  hot  coffee,  the 
old  school  remedies  were  applied  by  one  of  the  craft,  it  inflamed  and  got 
worse,  and  the  child  died.  H.  E." 
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From  the  Eclectic  Medical  Journal. 

PHYTOLACCA  DECANDRA  IN  SYPHILIS. 

Messrs.  Editors  : — If  the  following  remarks  on  the  use  of  the  Phy- 
tolacca Decandra  in  Syphilis,  from  the  pen  of  Richard  Clark,  are  "  none 
the  worse  for  being  twice  told/'5  you  may  give  them  a  place  in  the  Elec- 
tic  Journal. 

I  find  them  in  the  March  No.  of  the  American  Intelligencer  for  1839. 
Make  such  disposition  of  them  as  you  please.  L.  C.  D. 

"  Dear  Sir  : — I  take  the  liberty  to  communicate  to  you  some  remarks 
on  the  employment  of  the  Phytolacca  Decandra  in  the  treatment  of 
Syphilis.  Seeing  that  the  alterative  properties  of  this  article  of  the  Ma- 
teria Medica  are  very  lightljr  spoken  of  by  writers,  I  was  not  inclined  to 
repose  much  confidence  in  the  statements  of  others  respecting  its  virtues 
as  a  remedy  in  the  disease  above  alluded  to.  Wood  and  Bache,  in  their 
U.  S.  Dispensatory,  observe  't  that  in  small  doses  it — the  Phytolacca — ■ 
acts  as  an  alterative,  and  has  been  highly  recommended  in  chronic  rheu- 
matism.' The  Eclectic  Dispensatory  seems  to  regard  it  in  pretty  much 
in  the  same  light.  Togno  and  Durand,  of  your  city,  in  their  edition  of 
Edward's  and  Vavasseur's  Manual  of  Materia  Medica  say,  '  in  the  form 
of  decoction,  tincture,  or  extract,  it  has  obtained  some  reputation  in  the 
treatment  of  rheumatic  affections,  and  especially  in  syphilitic  rheuma- 
tism, or  in  cases  of  scrofula.'  From  the  manner  in  which  this  article  is 
mentioned,  I  do  not  think  it  sufficiently  recommended  to  warrant  physi- 
cians in  using  it.  But  from  statements  recently  made  to  me  by  gentle- 
men of  respectability  and  standing  in  society,  who  have  had  ample  oppor- 
tunities to  test  its  remedial  virtues  on  their  own  persons,  I  was  induced 
to  pay  some  attention  to  it,  and  to  watch  its  effects  more  narrowly  in  those 
cases  that  came  under  my  observation  ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing, that  it  is  the  most  safe  and  speedily  efficacious  remedy  I  have  ever 
met  with  in  the  treatment  of  Syphilis.  In  many  cases  that  have  resist- 
ed the  usual  methods,  whether  on  the  mercurial  or  the  non-mercurial 
plan,  the  Phytolacca  has  succeeded  in  eradicating  all  traces  of  the  disease, 
without  any  perceivable  bad  consequences.  So  far  as  my  observation 
and  experience  extend,  I  am  not  aware  of  a  single  case,  in  numbers  that 
have  been  treated  with  this  remedy,  in  which  secondary  symptoms  have 
supervened.  Indeed,  I  am  firmly  persuaded  that,  when  the  remedy  is  re- 
sorted to  in  the  incipiency  of  the  disease,  no  secondary  symptoms  will 
occur.  If  this  fact  can  be  established,  of  which  I  have  no  doubt,  the 
use  of  the  Phytolacca  is  certainly  greatly  preferable  to  that  of  mercury,  so 
much  in  vogue,  and  to  which  may  be  referred  the  very  symptoms  of  which 
we  are  so  apprehensive,  and  from  which  such  serious  consequences  re- 
sult. 

"The  mode  of  preparing  it,  adopted  by  those  who  have  experienced 
benefit  from  its  employment,  is  this  :  Take  of  the  root  about  one  peck, 
to  which  add  one  gallon  of  water,  and  boil  down  to  one  half.  The  de- 
coction is  then  put  aside  till  it  cools,  and  of  this  a  wine-glass-ful  is  ta- 
ken.    It  might  be  supposed  that  the  quantity  taken  would  induce  emesis, 
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but  in  no  instance  have  I  learned  that  this  was  the  case.  The  patients 
state  that  it  '  affects  them  all  over,  producing  a  tingling  sensation  in  the 
hands  and  feet,  which  soon  wears  off,  leaving  the  system  in  rather  a  lan- 
guid condition,  more  agreeable  than  otherwise.'  My  own  experience  in 
the  use  of  this  remedy  is  necessarily  limited,  from  my  location  in  an  .in- 
land town.  As  far,  however,  as  it  has  gone,  I  think  it  merits  considera- 
tion. From  your  position  as  attending  physician  in  an  establishment  so 
well  adapted  for  the  reception  of  the  afflicted  as  the  Philadelphia  Hos- 
pital (Blockley),  you  have  it  in  your  power  to  give  the  Phytolacca  a  fair 
and  ample  trial.  I  sincerely  hope  that  these  imperfect  remarks  may  in- 
duce you  to  investigate  its  claims,  and  that  you  will  communicate  the 
results  at  your  leisure.  In  the  interim,  I  will  procure  a  history  of  the 
cases  that  have  occurred  in  my  neighborhood,  in  which  this  remedy  has 
been  used,  and  transmit  it  at  the  earliest  opportunity  for  your  inspection. 
Very  respectfully  vour  obt.  servant, 

RICHARD  CLARK,  M.  D. 
To  Professor  Dunglisox." 


From  the  Eclectic   Medical  Journal. 

PNEUMONIA-ITS  TREATMENT.  ' 

If,  in  the  whole  range  of  diseases  to  which  the  human  organism  is  sub- 
ject,  there  be  one  which  seems  to  present  the  indications  of  treatment 
most  likely  to  be  fulfilled  by  the  use  of  Antimony,  Calomel,  and  the  Lan- 
cet, that  one  is  Pneumonia.  The  old  school  doctor  declares,  "Take 
these  three  remedies  from  me  and  I  am  powerless,  I  am  'Samson  shorn 
of  his  locks,'  I  arn.  weak  like  another  man.  In  all  other  diseases  take 
these  things  from  me,  but  not  in  this — here  they  are  my  all." 

This  is  really  true.  Meet  the  old  school  here  upon  their  chosen 
ground — attack  them  in  their  strong  hold — storm  their  Gibraltar — rout 
them  "  horse,  foot,  and  dragoons"  upon  this  field — and  the  whole  is  ours. 
If  we  can  show  that  these  remedies  are  not  only  useless  but  positively 
injurious  in  that  disease,  where  they  are  claimed  to  be  indispensable,  I 
think  we  can  have  no  hesitation  in  discarding  them  in  all  other  cases. 
Here  the  whole  amount  of  blood  which  the  system  contains,  is  being 
largely  and  constantly  brought  in  direct  contact  with  the  irritated  and 
inflamed  organ,  permeating  its  tissues,  adding,  as  is  claimed,  fuel  to  the 
already  intense  fire  which  is  consuming  its  vital  energies.  Here  the  pro- 
lancet  physician  "bleeds  upon  his  conscience,"  as  if  the  blood  of  his  pa- 
tient would  surely  ooze  from  his  cadaverous  body,  and  remain  forever 
as  spots  upon  his  own  skirts,  if  he  did  not  snatch  him  from  certain,  im- 
pending death  by  drawing  his  blood,  and  scattering  it  to  the  winds  of 
heaven — as  if  he  were  culpable,  if  his  first  act  were  not  to  depress  the  vi- 
tal energies  already  struggling  fearfully  against  the  inroads  of  disease. — 
Here  too,  the  "currus  triumphalis  antimonii"  has  "ample  room  and  verge 
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enough''  to  exhibit  itself- in  all  its  glory.  Its  sedative,  antiphologistic, 
its  diaphoretic,  its  expectorant  powers  may  be  brought  into  full  exercise, 
and  show  their  astonishing  effects  in  arresting  this  formidable  disease.  Cal- 
omel,  also,  with  its  capability  of  regulating  the  liver,  with  its  property  of 
favoring  absorption  of  the  exuded  iymph,  with  its  alterative  or  allopathic 
property  of  changing  the  vital  actions,  is  here  imperatively  demanded  by 
the  old  theory.  Accordingly,  if  you  wish  to  recall  the  beauties  of  this 
worthy  trio  of  heroic  miscalled  remedies,  go  witness  the  treatment  of  a  case 
of  acute  pneumonia.  First,  you  shall  see  the  wretched,  luckless  wight,  who 
becomes  the  hopeless  victim  of  this  murderous  practice,  panting  for 
breath,  yet  he  is  bled  ''ad  deliquium,"  which  means  until  he  cannot 
breath  at  all,  but  falls  lifeless  to  the  earth.  Next,  you  shall  see  him  pur- 
ged with  calomel ;  next  nauseated  with  antimony ;  then,  that  he  may  drink 
to  the  very  dregs  the  cup  of  physical  suffering,  his  anguish  is  increased 
by  blisters,  and  tartar  emetic  sores,  and  foul  putrid  ulcers.  If  he  has  a 
constitution  of  ten-fold  brass,  he  may  for  ten  or  twelve  days  endure  the 
tortures  of  this  worse  than  inquisitorial  cruelty,  and  then  crawl  from  his 
bed,  the  ghost  of  his  former  self,  and  for  a  few  months  or  years  stalk  abroad, 
— the  marks  of  the  rack  being  borne  upon  every  limb,  the  subtle  poison 
incorporated  within  every  bone,  and  nerve,  and  muscle,  until  he  sinks 
out  of  the  sight  of  men,  another  of  the  untold  number  of  the  victims 
of  an  erroneous  and  pernicious  theory  of  medicine.  Every  cure,  so  call- 
ed, is  a  monument  of  disgrace.  The  pale  countenance — the  hurried  res- 
piration— the  tottering  gait — the  ruined  constitution — not  alone  the  re- 
sult of  disease,  but  the  effect  of  pernicious  treatment — these  all  call  up- 
on the  philanthropist  to  banish  a  course  of  practice  whose  victims  are 
innumerable.  But  it  may  be  said,  that  this  is  only  dealing  in  general  de- 
nunciation ;  that  the  treatment  that  I  have  imperfectly  sketched  is  the 
best  that  can  be  resorted  to ;  that  none  but  ignorant  quacks,  illiterate 
charlatans  oppose  the  use  of  these  remedies.  Not  so.  The  witnesses 
whom  I  mean  to  call  forth  to  prove  the  existence  of  a  better  plan,  are 
from  your  own  ranks,  and  from  yoxxx  front  ranks  too.  I  speak  not  with- 
out the  book.  I  mean  to  propose  a  system  better  than  the  old  one,  a 
system  verified  by  five  years  experience  in  one  of  the  largest  hospitals  in 
the  world,  a  system  in  which  leeching,  cupping,  blistering,  salivating, 
nauseating  are  unknown — the  treatment  of  Dr.  Skoda,  of  the  general 
Hospital  of  Vienna,  with  a  i'ew  modifications. 

When  first  called  to  a  patient  laboring  under  pneumonia,  let  his  whole 
surface  be  sponged  with  an  alkaline  solution,  and  then  a  thick  and  warm 
cloth  be  laid  over  the  chest.  If  there  be  much  difficulty  of  breathing, 
with  a  secretion  of  thick  and  tough  mucus,  give  an  emetic  of  alum,  or 
if  preferred,  lobelia  and  bloodroot,  with  or  without  ipecacuanha.  For 
general  treatment,  give  a  drachm  of  liquorice  extract,  and  20  grains  of 
nitre,  dissolved  in  half  a  pint  of  water,  all  to  be  given  in  the  course  of 
24  hours.  By  this  treatment  you  will  reduce  the  plasticity  of  the  blood, 
and  prevent  the  formation  of  lymph.  If  pain  and  irritation  be  present, 
give  a  little  hyoscyamus  extract,  and  keep  the  extremities  warm.  Re- 
peat this  treatment  whenever  the  symptoms  require  it,  keep  the  tempe- 
rature of  the  room  about  60  or  65;  keep  the  bowels  soluble  by  giving  a 
single  grain  of  Podophyllin  every  day  or  every  alternate  day  ;  let  the  di- 
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et  be  licrht,  and  the  air  pure  as  may  be.  This  is  a  course  of  treatment 
simple  in  itself,  but  vastly  more  effectual  than  the  old  heroic  plan  of 
killing  the  patient,  that  the  disease  can  have  nothing  toioorkupon.  This 
is  the  treatment,  in  the  main,  pursued  in  thousands  of  cases  in  the  Vi- 
enna hospital  during  the  past  five  years,  not  by  an  "impudent  charlatan," 
but  by  an  enlightened  physician,  who  has  seen  and  felt  the  evils  of  the 
old  system-1— carried  out  in  a  populous  city,  under  the  very  eye  of  the 
government,  under  the  inspection  of  the  physicians  of  that  town,  fa- 
mous for  its  medical  learning,  and  yet  triumphantly  sustained  for  five 
years,  and  now  jirmly  established. 

Pneumonia,  then,  can  be  cured  by  the  simplest  means,  without  ruining 
the  constitution.  Mercury,  antimony,  and  the  lancet  are  not  essential 
here,  where  they  are  said  to  be  best  adapted — hence  they  are  worse 
than  useless  in  other  cases.  It  is  impossible  to  escape  this  conclusion, 
and  I  becj  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  magnets  of  the  Ohio  Medical 
College  to  this  fact. 

Yours  truly,  P.  S.,  M.  D. 

N.  Y.  April  21,  1849. 


REMEDY  EOR  COUGH. 

Take  four  ounces  of  flaxseed,  well  pulverized  ;  and  two  ounces  of 
fine  liquorice  root;  add  one  quart  of  hot  water,  and  boil  for  twenty  min- 
utes, strain  and  press  the  drugs  ;  then  add  half  a  pound  of  good  honey, 
and  half  a  pint  of  pure  lemon  syrup  ;  simmer  over  a  slow  fire  for  ten  min- 
utes, remove  the  impurities,  if  any,  then  let  it  cool.  Then  add  half  a 
drachm  of  capsicum,  one  gill  of  wine  tincture  of  lobelia,  and  half  a  pint 
of  sherry  wine. 

Dose- — A  table-spoonful. 

Use. — Good  for  irritation  in  the  lungs,  for  colds,  asthma,  croup,  and 
difficult  breathing. — Dr.  J.  Thomson. 


From  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

ARRESTED  DEVELOPMENT  IN  UTERO. 

Dr.  Melicher's  extraordinary  case  of  apparent  intra-uterine  amputation, 
on  the  first  page  of  this  Journal  last  week,  has  a  parallel  in  this  city. 
In  all  the  essentials,  it  is  precisely  like  it,  and  the  causes  that  operated 
against  the  development  in  the  first,  must  have  been  the  same  in  the 
latter. 
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A  finfi,  fat,  red-haired,  male  child,  nine  months  old,  was  brought  to  us 
for  vaccination,  which  presented  the  following  appearance  About  three 
inches  and  a  half  below  the  left  elbow,  the  fore-arm  had  a  square  stump, 
as  though  there  had  been  a  clear  cut,  at  a  right  angle — the  integuments 
being  drawn  over  the  edge  of  the  bones.  A  rudimental  wrist  was  glued, 
as  it  were,  to  near  the  centre  of  the  stump.  The  palm  of  a  hand,  not 
larger  than  a  ninepence,  witb  miniature  fingers,  three  of  which  had  nails, 
but  without  bones  completed  the  limb.  The  mother  had  experienced 
neither  fright  nor  unaccountable  sensations,  before  the  birth  of  her  child 
— nor  was  there  any  marvellous  cause  to  which  to  impute  the  condition 
of  the  arm,  as  is  generally  found  by  nurses  and  believers  in  maternal  in- 
fluences on  the  foetus.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  embryotic  digits,  almost 
any  surgeon  would  have  said,  at  first  sight,  there  had  been  an  amputa- 
tion— that  the  bones  had  been  divided  with  a  saw — so  strongly  defined 
were  the  margins  of  the  radius  and  ulna.  A  ^ew  inches  of  those  bones 
were  missing,  besides  the  carpus  and  phalanges.  The  cause  of  the  phe- 
nomenon, and  the  manner  in  which  nature  conducted  the  process,  must 
necessarily  remain  a  problem.  That  such  occurences  are  rare,  is  evi- 
dent from  the  fact,  that  only  a  few  have  been  recorded  ;  but  those  have 
been  so  nearly  alike,  in  all  respects,  as  to  lead  to  the  conclusion,  that  the 
circumstances  conducing  to  such  incompleteness  of  development  were 
the  same  in  each. 


A  CASE  OF  CHOLERA. 

As  the  proper  treatment  of  cholera  will  never  be  ascertained,  until 
men  of  science  carefully  compare  the  treatment  of  particular  cases  with 
the  results  of  the  treatment ;  and,  as  every  lover  of  humanity  ought  to 
contribute  what  in  him  lies,  to  ascertain  the  proper  mode  of  treating  this 
dangerous  disease,  we  have  thought  it  our  duty  to  give  to  the  public  the 
treatment  of  a  case,  which  occurred  in  this  town  on  the  twentieth  of 
August  last.  The  treatment  is  given  as  presented  in  the  attending  phy- 
sician's bill  for  services  rendered,  which  is — so  far  as  we  are  enabled  to 
translate — as  follows  : — 

August  the  20,  for  in  the  night  one  visile  with  enquiring  4s.  50 

for  the  reception  in  my  hous  with  Physician  tenting  in  his  sicknis 

of  the  collera  S3  00  3  00 

for  one  pound  thee  medical  to  trink  $1   00  !    00 

for  the  Decoctions  this  thee  trought  the  night  all  4 — 6  rninats  one 
thee  kops  with  10  trops  aeiher  Sulphurius  and  5  trops  laudanum 
Liquid um  Sydenhami  C8 

for  eight  oz  :   Medicine  (Zufur  :   fb  Minth  :  pip  :  and  meliss ;  with 
the  additions  from   sether   Sulphuricus     *     *     Camph  :   gr  :     * 
g.     arabium     *     *     Mosch  :  opt  :  *     *     and  Svrup  emul- 
sions    *     *     -SI   50  1  50' 


1  50 

3  00 

12 

a 

42 
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for  the  forst  warm  bath   medical     *     *     Minth  :     *     *     Meliss 
flor  :  chamon  :  germ  an     *     *     in  ail  6  lb.  from  this  hbs  in  the 
mittlen  night.  $1  50  1   50 

for  the  defilements  throught  to     ******     *     t}ie  \)ed$} 
bed  linnen,  bed  covers,  two  wollen  covers,  sopha,    and   for   the     - 
use     *     *     *     *     anci  ^he  expenses  for  the   purifications — in 
all  $8  00  8  00 

for  the  second  warm  medical  bath  in  the  night  two  o'clock  of  the 
morning  81  50~with  the  expenses     *     * 

23.  for  my  wery  hebi  selv  assistance  in  the  holl  night  83  00 

for  six  canthles  for  the  night  Is. 

for  his  friends  in  the  night  a  two  &  three  glasses  pitter  liquores  a 
3  cts.  in  all  14  gla'sses 

Composition  824  22 
We  have  placed  stars  where  untranslateable  words,  or  figures  occurred. 
The  other  parts  of  the  bill  are  verbatim  et  literatim,  as  nearly  as  possible. 
The  public  have  an  interest  in  knowing  the  method  of  scientific  prac- 
titioners; and  we  presume  the  physician  who  presented  the  above  bill 
may  be  ranked  as  such,  inasmuch  as  he  has  been  licensed  by  the  New- 
Jersey  State  Medical  Society  !  We  commend  the  intelligence  displayed 
both  in  the  treatment  and  the  bill,  to  the  attentive  consideration  of  those 
who  licensed  him. 

P.  S.  It  is  proper  to  add,  that  the  patientwas  taken  about  six  o'clock 
at  night,  and  died  before  seven  the  next  morning. — Patterson  Intelli- 
gencer. 


NEW  WORK  ON  SURGERY. 

We  are  pleased  to  hear,  that  J.  Burgess  Chapman,  M.  D.,  of  Gates- 
burg,  Illinois,  contemplates  publishing  shortly  a  Work  on  Surgery,  of 
some  700  pages  or  more,  embracing  the  substance  of  the  best  descrip- 
tions from  several  of  the  best  authors,  and  being  strictly  conformed  to 
the  Botanic  Practice  of  Medicine,  in  the  treatment  recommended. 
Omitting  unnecessary  matter,  the  work  will  contain  some  valuable  recipes, 
and  new  and  important  suggestions.     [Ed.  Jour.] 


OMINOUS. 

Two  persons  being  in  conversation  in  the  street,  the  other  day,  one  of 
them  was  overheard.,  by  a  friend  of  ours,  to  remark,  "It  is  a  fact,  that 
the  Aristocracy,  in  this  place,  are  getting  to  employ  Botanic  physicians." 
Now,  we  know  not  precisely  who  the  Aristocracy  are  ;  but,  if,  by  the 
term,  was  meant  the  more  wealthy  and  influential  portion  of  the  com- 
munity, the  remark  is  strictly  true.  Almost  all  reforms  begin  with  the 
common  people,  and  extend  to  the  higher  classes.  So  it  is  in  medicine  ; 
and,  with  us,  the  influence  is  now  rapidly  extending  itself.     [Ed  Jour.] 
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CHOLERA  IN  BANGOR. 

[The  following  letter  from  Prof.  Comings  of  this  city,  will  he  read  with  interest. 
The  Professor  was  sent  for,  not  long  since,  to  take  charge  of  cholera  patients  in  the 
hospital  at  Bangor,  Maine,  in  the  absence  of  Dr.  Isaac  Jacobs,  who  had  received 
the  trust  from  the  city  government.  We  hope,  in  due  time,  to  be  able  to  give  our 
readers  numerous  interesting  facts,  with  reference,  not  only  to  the  treatment  of  the 
disease,  but. to  its  pathology,  and  the  kind  of  influence  which  it  exerts  over  the  vital 
functions.     Ed.  Jour.] 

Dr.  Newton  : — 

My  Dear  Sir, — I  had  a  fine  trip  up  here,  and  have  had  ample 
chances  to  see  the  cholera  in  all  its  forms.  I  first  visited  a  patient  who 
had  never  received  the  attentions  of  any  physician.  He  was  dying,  and 
had  been  sick  three  days.  I  then  saw  a  female,  who  had  also  had  no 
medical  aid.  She  was  in  the  state  of  collapse,  and  only  lived  two  hours. 
In  the  same  room,  I  also  saw  an  advanced  case,  a  child  8  or  9  years 
old,  in  the  condition  of  the  last  mentioned  person,  and  this  died  in  six 
hours.  These  had  not  received,  nor  would  they  submit  to  any  medica- 
tion, as  the  disease  has  been  so  universally  mortal  in  the  hands  of  the 
Old  School  doctors.     It  is  said  by  those  best  informed,  that  there  has 
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not  been  a  single  recovery  from  a  marked  case  of  cholera  in  the  hands  of 
the  Allopathists  of  this  city.  Dr.  Rich,  the  oldest  and  most  skilful  of 
this  class  of  physicians,  says,  that  the  "Hot  Crops"  (Thomsonians)  have 
been  far  more  successful  than  all  others,  and  he  is  willing  to  give  them 
credit  for  it."  This  is  an  honest  confession,  and  means  very  much;  for, 
if  an  enemy  to  our  practice  will  say  it  is  more  successful  than  others,  it 
surely  means,  that  it  \sfar  superior,  and  ought  to  be  adopted. 

There  were  six  deaths  the  day  after  I  arrived.  None  of  them,  how- 
ever, had  Botanic  treatment.  Since  then,  the  disease  has  remarkably 
subsided,  and  there  are  only  a  few  cases  remaining.  These  seem  to 
yield  to  our  remedies  very  easily  :  for  you  must  know,  that  our  success 
has  given  our  practice  the  most  of  the  cases  of  late.  I  have  had  the 
charge  of  the  convalescent  patients  in  the  hospital,  since  Dr.  Jacobs 
left.  They  are  all  doing  well.  A  new  hospital  is  being  built,  and  the 
city  physician  will  have  the  charge  of  it,  after  this  week,  as  the  cholera 
may  now  be  said  to  have  ceased. 

I  have  been  very  fortunate  in  having  an  opportunity  to  see  so  many 
cases.  It  is  really  a  wonderful  form  of  disease.  I  have  learned  some 
things,  which  I  think  will  be  of  great  service  to  those  who  may  be  called 
to  treat  it.  In  some  future  numbers  of  the  Journal  I  intend  to  give  some 
facts  and  statistics,  that  may  be  valuable  ;  though  no  description  which  I 
can  give,  will  enable  me  to  convey  to  others  the  ideas,  which  a  personal 
inspection  would  give  them. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact,  that  our  Botanic  remedies  are  extensively  used 
even  in  a  majority  of  those  families,  in  this  city,  that  do  not  employ  a 
practitioner  of  our  faith.  There  seems  to  be  a  general  impression,  that 
our  remedies  are  the  best,  and  their  success  in  the  cholera  has  given  a 
new  impulse  to  our  practice. 

A  late  writer,  in  a  communication  to  a  Portland  paper,  signed  "Ban- 
gor," though  evidently  opposed  to  our  practice,  says,  "  the  Hot  Crop 
practice  has  been  as  successful  as  any  other."  This  is  also  a  clear  ad- 
mission in  our  favor,  and  shows  that  even  our  enemies  are  forced  to  give 
us  some  credit  in  the  treatment  of  this  formidable  disease. 

I  shall  probably  return  in  about  ten  days,  and  I  shall  be  able  then  to 
give  you  a  full  account  of  the  ravages  of  this  epidemic  here,  as  well  as 
some  interesting  facts  respecting  the  disease  and  the  treatment. 

I  remain,  as  ever,  yours, 

Bangor.  Me.,  29th  Sept.  1849.  I.  M.  Comings. 


CHOLERA  IN  BANGOR. 

Prof.  Newton  : — 

Sir, — We  have  had  quite  a  visitation  of  the  cholera  in 
the  city  of  Bangor.  It  commenced  on  the  last  week  of  last  August, 
and  proved  fatal  in  most  cases  ol  attack  for  several  days,  until  the  deaths 
numbered  from  ten  to  fifteen  daily,  in  our  little  city — making  a  greater 
mortality,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  than  has  been  usual 
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in  most  places.  The  city  authority  provided  a  hospital,  for  the  recep- 
tion of  those  attacked,  and  not  otherwise  provided  for,  and  furnished 
every  assistance  possible, — such  as  nurses,  medicines,  &c,  and  gave  each 
patient  liberty  to  choose  his  physician. 

During  the  first  week  the  Allopathists  had  the  hospital  entire,  and  lost 
every  patient  that  entered  it.  The  second  week,  I  treated  eight  patients 
with  the  Thomsonian  medicines  successfully,  and  continued  to  prescribe 
for  all  the  patients  brought  into  the  hospital,  except  three,  with  the  same 
success,  while  the  hospital  was  kept  open,  and  during  the  prevalence  of 
the  disease.  It  is  now  generally  conceded  by  all  classes,  that  the  Thom- 
sonian medicines  were  instrumental  in  saving  all  that  were  fortunate 
enough  to  survive  the  attack, — except  some  claim,  that  Homoeopathy  has 
been  a  successful  mode  in  some  instances,  and  in  slight  attacks.  It, 
probably,  has  been  useful,  or  preferable  to  the  old  practice;  but,  after  all 
I  can  learn,  I  much  doubt,  whether  it  has  ever  relieved  or  cured  one  in 
the  collapsed,  or  last  stage  of  the  disease. 

There  is  some  difference  in  the  manner  in  which  the  cholera  attacks 
different  patients.  The  most  alarming  is  where  there  is  a  discharge 
from  the  bowels  of  white  or  rice  water  appearance,  often  repeated,  and 
in  large  quantities.  This  seems  to  prostrate  the  patient,  often  without 
pain,  and  attended  only  with  a  suffocating  sensation,  more  like  gradually 
bleeding  to  death,  than  anything  else. 

I  am  well  satisfied  there  is  no  contagion  in  the  disease,  nor  do  I  think 
those  dying  of  it,  require  immediate  burial,  more  than  is  proper  in  other 
cases.  From  observation,  I  am  led  to  conclude,  that  the  serum  or  wa- 
tery portion  of  the  blood  is  drained  from  the  system,  by  the  rice  water 
discharges,  and  the  red  globules  and  fibrin  are  left  so  thickened,  as  not 
to  pass  the  smaller  blood  vessels,  and  hence  to  stop  the  circulation. 

In  a  post  mortem  examination,  I  discovered  that  there  was  no  blood  in 
the  large  vessels,  and  it  was  found  in  the  smaller  ones  in  a  coagulated 
state.  In  my  opinion,  if  any  one  can  tell  by  what  process,  or  from  what 
cause,  this  drain  from  the  blood  is  produced,  he  will  then  satisfactorily 
account  for  the  cholera,  and  not  otherwise.  In  some  instances,  the 
dysentery,  or  the  summer  complaint,  commences  and  continues  several 
days,  before  the  watery  discharges  commence,  and  then  these  continue 
without  violence  for  some  time,  affording  sufficient  opportunity  for  aid. 

I  have  ascertained,  from  particular  observation  and  inquiry,  that  a 
cessation  of  urine  takes  place  at  least  twenty-four  hours  previous  to  the 
watery  discharges, — which,  if  properly  attended  to,  would  afford  suffi- 
cient time  to  prevent,  by  proper  treatment,  the  attack  of  cholera.  In 
most  cases  of  summer  complaint  or  dysentery  a  partial  suspension  of 
urine  occurs ;  but  it  may  be  always  considered  safe  to  attend  to  this  in- 
dication. The  stimulating  medicines  generally  used  by  Thomsonians, 
freely  administered,  will  always  prove  safe  and  effectual  in  either  case. 
I  have  here  used  the  term  Thomsonian,  to  designate  the  no-poison  prac- 
tice, as  we  have  many  among  us  who  call  themselves  Botanies,  but  are 
willing  to  mix  medicines  of  all  kinds  together, — being  themselves  no 
judges  ;  and  not  having  principle  enough  to  make  the  welfare  of  others 
an  object  in  preference  to  self  interest,  they  are  rather  a  scourge  to  so- 
ciety than  otherwise,     They  claim  to  have  made  many  cures  of  cholera 
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cases  ;  but  no  person,  except  themselves,  can  find  where,  or  on  whom  the 
cures  have  been  effected.  I.    Jacobs. 

Bangor,  October,  1849. 


From  the  Water-Cure  Journal. 

THE  COLD  WATER  CURE. 

BY  A    SHAKER. 

The  following  lines  were  written  by  a  young  Shaker  sister  at  Canter- 
bury, N.  H.  who  had  been  much  afflicted  with  lameness,  or  what  is  called 
crick  or  catch  in  the  back.  She  had  tried  many  prescriptions  without 
relief,  until  going  through  .the  cold  water  process.  The  lines  occurred 
to  her  while  enveloped  in  a  wet  sheet. 

A  spasm  of  the  muscle  is  the  worst  of  all  ills; 
It  fills  one  with  horrors,  with  heats,  and  with  chills  ; 
It  completely  unfits  you  for  every  thing 
That  requires  the  exertion  of  a  hitch  or  a  spring. 
You  can't  lie  or  sit,  you  can't  walk  or  stand, 
Can't  move  to  your  liking,,  arm,  leg,  foot,  or  hand  ; 
You  can't  cough  or  sneeze,  and  all  this  in  fact 
Is  because  you  have  dropped  a  stitch  in  the  back  : 
You  are  to  a  fraction  envelop'd  in  pain, 
You  are  down  in  the  mouth,  you  are  sick,  and  you're  lame. 
And  suppose  you're  like  me  of  a  business  turn, 
Some  means  to  get  well  you'd  be  trying  to  learn. 
Why,  you'd  spend  all  the  silver  and  the  last  piece  of  gold 
That  your  purse  ever  did  or  ever  will  hold, 
To  again  be  restored  to  your  once  former  track, 
Again  be  possess'd  of  a  well  and  strong  back. 
The  evils  are  many  that  occur  in  your  path, 
You're  so  held  in  bondage  you're  endangered  to  laugh ; 
You  can't  go  out  doors  to  breathe  the  pure  air, 
.  For  the  fact  it  is  this — you  cannot  get  there ; 
You  can't  go  to  meeting  and  there  dance  and  sing, 
Which  to  the  believer  is  worth  every  thing, 
To  unite  with  the  brothers  and  sisters  so  true, 
And  pray,  who  could  help  sympathizing  with  you  ? — - 
Can't  e'en  be  permitted  with  the  family  to  dine, 
Oh  !  the  ills  that  attend  you  are  ninety  and  nine  ! 
So  I  find  it  in  vain  to  rehearse  them  to  you, 
But,  when  you  are  taken,  you'll  find  my  words  true. 

PART    SECOND. 

Well,  suppose  now  you'd  like,  I'll  simply  tell  you 
When  in  this  condition  what  you'll  have  to  go  through, 
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Provided  you'll  prove  a  friend  confidential, 

Which  thing  it  is  certain  is  very  essential. 

Well,  the  first  thing  in  view  is  the  Cold  Water-Cure, 

Though  in  as  much  agony  as  you  can  endure ; 

You'll  find  them  preparing  cold  water  a  plenty, 

With  linens  and  flannels  a  dozen  or  twenty, 

With  a  sheet  for  a  lientuch  as  big  as  a  bed, 

And  smaller  nice  linens  to  apply  to  the  head; 

Many  duffels  and  puffs,  and  feather  beds  too, 

In  handy  good  shape,  then  they'll  call  on  for  you. 

As  bad  as  you  can  be — you  cannot  be  worse — 

No  use  in  opposing,  or  making  a  fuss; 

You  are  helpless  they  know,  and  can  do  as  they  please, 

Can  manage  you  now  with  the  greatest  of  ease. 

As  it  were  before  thought,  from  your  neck  to  your  feet, 

You  are  most  completely  wrapped  in  a  sheet, 

Placed  on  to  the  bed,  and  bedding  piled  on, 

Layer  upon  layer,  and  the  tucking  begun, 

And  that  you  are  human,  one  would  think  they'd  forgotten, 

For  you  look  to  appearance  like  a  great  bale  of  cotton. 

The  choicer  fine  linens  next  applied  to  the  face, 

Neck  and  head  with  wet  bandages  modestly  graced. 

A  glass  of  pure  water  comes  next  to  your  lip, 

From  which  with  great  caution  you  freely  must  sip. 

You  will  wonder  what  next  to  the  lientuch  will  come, 

Well,  to  use  Priessnitz's  term,  'tis  the  cold  abriebung, 

And  the  dry  sheet  comes  to  fill  up  its  place, 

Rub  well  and  dress  up,  then  take  a  good  race. 

This  is  only  one  process  you'll  have  to  endure, 

If  you're  a  subject  of  the  Cold  Water-Cure. 


From  the  Water-Cure  Journal. 

LIGHTNING  VS.  WATER. 

An  Escape. — An  occurrence  took  place  in  the  village  of  Portchester, 
N.  Y.,  on  Friday  evening  of  last  week,  which  has  excited  no  little  sen- 
sation. During  a  severe  thunder-storm,  a  Mrs.  Mackey,  while  closino-  a 
window  shutter  on  the  second  floor  of  her  dwelling,  was  struck  by  light- 
ning, and  found  senseless  a  moment  after,  and  her  clothing  on  fire. 
Cold  Water  was  immediately  applied  to  her  face,  and  repeated  in  rapid 
succession,  with  force,  until  she  was  r<  stored  to  consciousness.  Her 
right  side,  on  which  she  received  the  shock  of  the  electric  fluid,  was 
paralyzed  for  more  than  an  hour  ;  and  upon  examination  it  was  found, 
that  her  body  was  burned  from  the  elb  w  to  the  armpit,  and  from  thence 
down  her  person  to  her  foot.  It  then  passed  off,  bursting  her  shoe,  and 
passed  into  a  nail  on  the  wall,  near  the  floors  burning  a  place  about  an 
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inch  in  diameter,  and  finally  found  an  exit  in  the  opposite  corner  of  the 
house   cleaving  off  a  small  quantity  of  the  plastering. —  Universe. 

What  other  remedy  could  have  been  applied  with  success  in  this  case  1 
None.     Water  was  the  only  medicine  that  could  possibly  have  saved  her. 


From  the  Water- Cure  Journal. 

WATER-CURE  IN  CHILDBIRTH. 

To  the  Editors: — Allow  me,  through  the  medium  of  your  interesting 
Journal,  to  call  attention  to  a  late  signal  case  of  the  wonderful  effects  of 
the  Water-Cure  System.  Perhaps  in  primitive  ages  this  would  have  been 
thouo-ht  nothing  of,  but  in  these  ''degenerate"  times,  when  mothers  have 
such  protracted  periods  of  "getting  up,"  causing  so  much  discomfort  as 
well  as  pain,  I  contend  that  the  following  case  is  a  blessed  example  of 
the  benign  workings  of  this  new  system. 

Upon  the  5th  inst.,  my  wife,  under  the  attention  of  that  eminent  hy- 
dropathist,  Dr.  Shew,  gave  birth  to  a  large  healthy  boy.  The  child  was 
not  two  hours  old,  before  the  mother  was  lifted  from  bed  and  placed  in 
the  sitz-bath,  and  from  that  time  commenced  a  rapid  recovery.  Suffice  it 
to  say,  she  kept  her  bed  for  one  day  only — the  second  day  she  sat  up — 
the  third  day  walked  about  the  upper  floor  at.  different  intervals — the  fourth 
day  came  down  stairs  to  her  meals, — and  the  fifth  day  took  a  short  walk 
in  the  stree;  and  now,  though  but  two  weeks  since  confinement,  is  en- 
joying herself  with  her  family,  in  the  country. 

Now,  some  may  say  that  my  wife  was  "only  one  in  a  thousand,"  who 
could  stand  it;  but,  although  I  do  not  consider  myself  competent  to  judge, 
as  to  what  others  can  do,  yet  I  can  only  add,  that  she  has  suffered  as 
others  have  in  previous  "confinements,"  and  "confinements"  they  truly 
were — kept  in  close  hot  rooms,  for  perhaps  a  month. 

As  to  the  treatment,  though  so  effective,  yet  it  was  truly  simple.  She, 
of  course,  took  no  medicine,  took  daily  four  or  five  baths,  enjoyed  the 
refreshing  air  from  open  windows,  and  that  absence  from  nervous  lan- 
guor previously  experienced.  Ker  appetite  on  the  fourth  day  was  raven- 
ous, and  she  enjoyed  her  usual  meals  with  peculiar  satisfaction. 

I  have  been  induced  to  make  this  family  affair  public,  from  a  desire  to 
influence  others  to  wean  themselves  from  that  dreadful  prejudice  which 
leads  them  to  submit  to  the  old-fashioned,  lengthy,  and  severe  treatment, 
and  to  try  the  effects  of  the  new,  simple,  but  beautifully  effective  system, 
as  practised  by  the  disciples  of  Priessnitz.  In  conclusion,  I  must  here 
pass  tribute  to  the  services  of  Dr.  Shew.  We  have  found  him  skilful, 
watchful,  and  careful.  With  n  tender  anxiety,  he  united  a  degree  of 
energy,  which  inspired  my  wife  with  confidence,  and  she  relinquished 
herself  entirely  to  his  valuable  treatment.  I  could,  would  it  not  appear 
fulsome,  write  much  in  favor  of  Dr.  Shew,  for  we  have  seen  his  skill 
raise  our  children  from,  as  we  supposed,  the  point  of  death,  by  summer 
complaints  and  measles,  &c.     But  I  did  not  sit  down  to  praise  Dr.  Shew, 
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but  to  praise  the  system  ;  and  I  earnestly  invite  all  who  may  wish  to  see  me 
in  person  as  to  the  foregoing,  to  call  on  me  at  any  time  at  my  residence. 

Jivo.  Wheeler,  Jr.,  81,  Clark  st.,  Brooklyn. 
Aug.  21,  1849. 


a 


PATHLESS 


HO  MEOPATHY. 

Take  a  little  rum, 

The  less  you  take  the  better ; 
Mix  it  with  the  lakes 

Of  Wener  and  of  Wetter. 

Dip  a  spoonful  out — 

Mind  you  don't  get  groggy — 
Pour  it  into  the  lake 

Winnipisiogee. 

Stir  the  mixture  well, 

Lest  it  prove  inferior  ; 
Then  put  half  a  drop 

Into  Lake  Superior. 

Every  other  day, 

Take  a  drop,  in  water ; 
You'll  be  better  soon, 

Or,  at  least,  you  ought  to, 

[Newark  Daily. 

HYDBOPATHY. 

Take  a  dripping  sheet 

And  closely  wrap  it  round  you, 
Then  jump  into  the  bed 

In  which  the  doctor  found  you. 

Cover  up  your  head, 

And  your  wife,  don't  fret  her, 
But  pile  the  blankets  on, 

If  you  would  be  better. 

When  you've  lain  awhile, 
And  grown  a  little  hotter. 

Out  of  bed  again 

And  ply  the  "scrub  and  water." 

Try  it  every  day, 

Morning,  noon  and  "later," 
And  you'll  live  or  die, 

Just  as  true  as  "natur." 

[Fall  River  Monitor. 


ALLOPATHY. 

Take  some  calomel, 

The  more  you  take  the  better  ; 
Mix  it  with  a  drop 

Or  two  of  cistern  water. 

Feed  some  to  your  dog  ; 

It  will  make  him  vomit, 
And,  may  be,  see  stars, 

And  perhaps  a  comet. 

Once  in  each  half  hour 

Take  a  rousing  potion  ; 
Say  a  tumbler  full, 

If  that  suits  your  notion. 

Should  you  chance  to  die, 
As  you're  almost  sure  to, 

You  may  safely  say, 

That  it  did  not  cure  you. 

[Journ.  of  Commerce. 

SEMSCOPATHY. 
Take  the  open  air, 

The  more  you  take  the  better, 
Follow  nature's  laws 

To  the  very  letter. 

Let  the  doctors  go 

To  the  Bay  of  Biscay. 
Let  alone  the  Gin, 

The  Brandy,  and  the  Whiskey. 

Freely  exercise, 

Keep  your  spirits  cheerful, 
Let  no  dread  of  sickness 

Make  you.  over  fearful. 

Eat  the  simplest  food, 

Drink  the  pure  cold  water, 

Then  you  wiil  be  well, 
Or,  at  least,  you  ought  to. 

\Prov.  Journal. 
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N.  Y.  STATE  ECLECTIC  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

Tljis  took  place  pursuant  to  notice,  at  Syracuse,  Wednesday,  Septem- 
ber 12,  commencing  at  five  and  a  half  P.  M.,  and  continued  until  late 
in  the  night.  Much  business  of  importance  was  transacted  by  the  Soci- 
ety in  relation  to  Central  Medical  College,  and  the  vigorous  and  ener- 
getic prosecution  of  all  the  various  interests  embraced  within  the  opera-, 
tions  of  this  incorporated  association. 

Among  other  important  items  of  business  which  came  before  that  body, 
was  a  generous  proffer,  on  the  part  of  the  Rochester  Eclectic  Medical 
Institute,  through  Professor  William  W.  Hadley,  M.  D.,  Dean  of  that 
Faculty,  as  a  committee  appointed  expressly  for  the  purpose,  to  enter  into 
a  union  with  us  in  order  that  all  the  strength  of  Eclectics  in  this  State 
might  be  concentrated  and  rendered  available  in  promoting  the  cause. 
We  are  happy  in  having  the  pleasure  of  informing  t  he  particular  friends 
of  this  and  that  interest  too,  as  well  as  all  those  who  only  care  for  the 
general  good,  that  the  terms  were  so  commendably  liberal,  that  it  was 
not  only  in  our  power,  but  our  privilege  and  interest  to  accept  them  ; 
and  that  we  no  longer  have  separate  objects,  but  our  interests  and  theirs 
are  one  in  heart  and  action.  Many  letters  bad  been  written  to  us  from 
different  quarters,  urging  this  move,  in  all  of  which  was  the  very  forcible 
and  time  honored  quotation,  "In  union  there  is  strength."  One  circum- 
stance is  worthy  of  particular  attention.  The  Class  of  students  at  Roch- 
ester, in  the  exercise  of  the  pure  feelings  of  philanthropy,  unbiassed  by 
any  local  or  personal  considerations,  voluntarily  assembled  in  the  hall  of 
their  Institute,  and  passed  resolutions  unanimously,  but  respectfully  re- 
questing both  Faculties  to  take  the  matter  into  serious  consideration,  and 
make  any  concessions  deemed  iudispensible  to  effect  a  union.  This  was 
in  the  highest  sense  commendable  to  the  hearts  as  well  as  heads  of  those 
students,  and  is  so  ominous  of  their  future  brilliant  career  of  usefulness, 
that  it  would  be  idle  for  us  to  say,  that  a  new  and  glorious  era  has  arriv- 
ed, and  the  golden  harvest,  all  ripe,  will  soon  be  graced  with  a  valient 
band  of  bold  and  worthy  laborers.  It  is  due,  however,  to  the  Faculties  of 
both  Schools  to  state,  that,  in  the  action  of  these  worthy  pupils  at  Roch- 
ester, they  only  recognize  what  had  long  been  the  promptings  of  their 
own  convictions  of  duty;  and  they  all,  without  exception,  in  this  im- 
portant matter,  have  manifested  a  readiness  to  yield  any  interest  or  opin- 
ion of  their  own,  that  is  worthy  of  the  great  and  good  cause  in  which 
they  are  engaged. 

We  have  not  room  for  further  comments;  but  suffice  it  to  say,  that  all 
the  necessary  preliminary  arrangements  are  now  fully  made  to  render 
Central  Medical  College  all  that  our  friends  can  desire,  and  furnish  eve- 
ery  possible  facility  for  imparting  a  thorough  medical  education.  The 
Faculty,  as  a  whole,  must  be  as  satisfactory  to  the  public  as  they  can 
reasonably  expect,  and  we  are  not  so  remarkably  modest  and  fastidious, 
as  not  to  do  our  colleagues  the  justice  to  say,  they  will  compare  favora- 
bly with  the  Faculty  of  any  similar  institution. 
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N.  Y.  STATE  MEDICAL  CONVENTION. 

Many  interesting  and  important  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  as- 
pect of  our  favorite  cause  of"  Medical  Reform  since  the  issue  of  the  last 
number  of  the  Journal.  In  it,  we  made  a  warm-hearted  appeal  to  our 
friends  everywhere,  to  speedily  adopt  efficient  measures  to  thoroughly 
organize,  as  the  only  means  of  bringing  out  our  strength,  of  elevating 
the  Medical  Profession  and  of  making  it  a  blessing  instead  of  a  curse  to 
the  world.  We  also  endeavored  to  show,  that  all  this  could  easily  be 
done,  by  union  and  enlisting, in  the  common  cause,  all  our  united  strength, 
talent,  and  resources;  that  in  every  other  cause  in  the  world,  this  com- 
mon sense  plan  is  resorted  to  by  every  body  else,  and,  if  we  did  not  adopt 
and  avail  ourselves  of  the  same  means  to  insure  us  success,  we  should  of 
course  manifest  such  utter  folly  as  to  appear  childish  and  even  ridiculous 
in  the  view  of  our  opponents.  We  therefore  called  on  all  real  friends  of 
the  cause  to  come  together  at  an  auspicious  time  and  on  a  most  interest- 
ing occasion,  (the  State  Fair,)  where  we  could  collect  together — become 
acquainted  with  each  other  organize  thoroughly — mutually  and  harmo- 
niously form  our  plans, and  then  industriously  and  vigorously  pursue  them. 

It  is  most  gratifying  to  see  how  many  beans  beat  in  unison  with  our 
own  in  this  important  matter  ;  and,  although  we  had  been  hundreds  of 
miles  asunder,  our  minds  were  filled  with  the  same  views,  almost  as  by  a 
kind  of  divine  presentiment.  The  notice  given  of  the  Convention  was 
short,  but  it  was  most  nobly  responded  to  from  various  parts  of  the  State, 
and  a  more  pleasant  and  profitable  interview  we  never  have  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  enjoying. 

All  seemed  to  strive  to  excel  each  other  in  showing  their  magnanimity 
by  dropping  minor  differences  in  the  details  of  their  principles,  while  it 
appeared  so  obvious  that  they  perfectly  agreed  in  all  the  leading  cardi- 
nal doctrines.  They,  from  their  quiet  and  happy  assembly,  cast  their 
minds  out  upon  the  world  and  saw  their  race  deteriorating  rapidly — hu- 
man life  cut  shoit  and  thousands  slain,  by  the  depleting  and  mercurial 
course  of  practice;  and,  like  the  illustrious  patriots  in  the  revolutionary 
struggle,  each  felt  anxious  and  ready  to  unite  under  any  banner  that 
would  appear  most  likely  to  proudly  wave  in  triumph. 

Many  names  were  suggested  for  our  organization,  such  as  Botanic, 
Physo-Medical,  Eclectic,  &,c,  &c. ;  and,  after  carefully  and  candidly 
considering  and  canvassing  the  whole,  the  Convention,  with  great  una- 
nimity, adopted  the  latter  as  having  the  most  intelligible,  scientific,  and 
least  objectionable  sound,  and  most  expressive  of  our  real  position  as  med- 
ical men. 

To  all  others,  there  seemed  to  be  objections.  To  this  there  appeared 
none;  and,  although  adopted  more  than  2000  years  ago  by  sage  medical, 
and  other  philosophers,  when  the  medical  world  was  in  a  similar  state  of 
chaos,  time-honored  as  it  is  by  its  great  antiquity,  yet  it  appeared  as  well 
adapted  now  as  it  then  proved,  to  bring  order  out  of  confusion  and  ele- 
vate,  relieve,  and  bless  mankind.     The  term,   Botanic,  did  not  appear 
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correct,  as  many  important  and  wholesome  remedies  are  used  by  all 
classes  of  Medical  men,  which  are  not  derived  from  plants, — as  salt,  ani- 
mal-oils, lard,  water,  iime,  sulphur,  &c,  &c;  while  there  are  many  bo- 
tanic medicines  as  poisonous  and  destructive  as  any  others  can  be. 
Therefore,  such  a  name  would  not  be  in  keeping  with  truth;  and,  if  we 
adopted  the  name,  we  should  have  to  practice  eclecticism,  even  in  its 
real  definition  ;  and  the  meaning  intended  to  be  attached  to  it,  being  iden- 
tical with  Eclectic,  and  as  the  definition  of  the  latter  expressed  the  hon- 
est principles  aud  sentiments  of  all  present,  it  was  therefore  adopted. 

So  far  as  we  are  concerned,  individually,  we  care  little  for  a  name, 
only  that  it  expresses  a  truthful  exposition  of  the  views  and  sentiments 
we  entertain  in  the  important  and  responsible  relation  we  are  about  to 
sustain  to  mankind,  in  our's  becoming  the  adopted  system  of  Medical 
Practice,  and  one  that  shall  prove,  not  only  to  us  an  unerring  star  to  guide 
us  in  the  path  of  truth,  duty,  and  usefulness,  but  faithfully  and  success- 
fully direct  generations  to  come  after  us,  in  the  noble  science  of  reliev- 
ing human  suffering. 

Uncommon  harmony  and  unanimity  of  feeling  and  sentiment  reigned 
through  the  Convention  during  the  whole  of  its  proceedings,  and  every 
member  seemed  to  confine  himself  to  the  single  object  of  effecting  a 
thorough  organization  of  our  friends  throughout  the  State,  on  terms 
manifestly  agreeable  to  ail,  without  interfering  with  any  one's  particular 
views.  And  now  let  us  say,  that  "a  house  divided  against  itself  cannot 
stand," — that  "in  union  there  is  strength."  All  our  enemies  wish,  is  to 
see  us  kept  distracted  by  little  petty  differences,  and  we  only  assume  a 
formidable  and  effective  attitude,  when  united  we  stand  up  side  by  side 
with  our  brethren  in  reform,  and  bring"  all  our  strength  into  the  field  in 
one  phalanx  to  oppose  the  destructive  system  of  practice.  Whoever 
keeps  aloof  from,  or  still  seeks  to  break  up  the  union  already  formed 
upon  such  liberal  principles,  can  no  longer  be  regarded  as  a  friend  to 
radical  reform. 


From  the  Water-Cure  Journal. 

COURTESY,  A  MEANS  OF  SUCCSES. 

Uncourteous  habits  have  prevented  many  a  man's  success  in  life. 
Hasty,  hot-brained,  care  for-nobody  individuals  often  plunge  themselves 
into  difficulties  in  consequence  of  their  clownish,  arrogant,  or  overbear- 
ing manners,  or  their  rude  or  ungentlemanly  language,  though  it  may  be 
thoughtlessly  expressed.  It  is  often  not  the  great  but  the  little  acts  of 
incivility  that  are  treasured  up  and  remembered.  Great  men  have  usual- 
ly had  occasion  to  attribute  their  success  in  life  to  their  uniform  courte- 
sy. Washington  was  always  distinguished  for  courtesy  of  mariner,  as  the 
anecdote  of  his  politely  returning  the  bow  of  a  negro  slave  beautifully 
illustrates.  Boys,  whatever  be  your  station  in  life,  do  not  be  fearlul,  but 
be  courteous,  be  polite,  be  affable.  The  tradesman  who  has  the  politest 
clerks,  does  the  largest  business.  m 
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To  the  Physo-Medical  Faculty  of  Massachusetts. 

Gentlemen  : — The  committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Bay  State  Medical  Reform  Association,  held  at  Worcester,  in 
June  last,  would  most  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  all  Medical  Re- 
formers to  the  following  communication  : 

The  only  way  to  excite,  and  keep  up  an  interest  in  regard  to  any  ob- 
ject, or  subject,  however  vital  its  importance  may  be,  is  by  occasionally 
presenting  it  before  the  mind,  under  such  aspects  as  are  calculated  to 
arrest  the  attention,  and  enlist  the  feelings  in  its  behalf. 

The  committee,  in  this  way,  propose  to  become  instrumental  in  build- 
ing up  the  newly  organized  institution,  so  that  ultimately  it  shall  become 
the  pride  of  New  England,  and  a  benefit  to  science,  and  the  entire  med- 
ical world. 

It  ought  to  be  regarded  under  the  following  aspects  as  worthy  of  more 
than  ordinary  attention.  It  assumes,  holds,  and  will  vindicate  a  position 
in  the  advancement  of  State  medical  reform.  It  will  give  energy,  influ- 
ence, and  vitality,  ultimately,  as  a  body  corporate,  to  medical  science 
and  medical  institutions.  It  occupies  the  ground,  and  the  only  ground 
which  can  be  occupied  in  medical  reforms ;  and,  covering  it  entirely, 
can  and  will  defend  it. 

Let  us  inquire  briefly  into  each  of  these  positions.  It  assumes,  holds, 
and  will  vindicate  a  position  in  the  advancement  of  State  medical  reform. 
That  it  assumes  it  is  abundantly  proved.  It  is  the  Bay  State  Medical 
Reform  Association.  There  is  something  in  the  very  name  that  is  start- 
ling, grand,  and  lofty.  The  Bay  State— a  name  which  carries  with  it 
some  poetry,  but  no  fiction,  ami  which  will  be  known  and  venerated,  as 
long  as  the  world  stands, — as  loner  as  tnc  historic  page  flashes  with  truth 
and  liberal  principles,  and  is  faithful  to  the  history  of  free  institutions. 
That  it  has  the  position,  is  equally  true.  It  exists,  has  been  organized, 
and  baptized  ;  and  its  name  and  existence  have  been  proclaimed  from 
Maine  to  Oregon  ;  and  we  may  add,  that  its  influence  has  been  felt 
throughout  the  commonwealth.  That  it  will  vindicate  what  it  assumes, 
may  be  regarded  by  some  as  problematical, — a  kind  of  prophetic  im- 
pulse. With  us,  it  is  an  absolute  certainty.  The  committee  well  know 
the  spirit,  genius,  and  disposition  of  the  New  England,  people  ;  and  well 
do  they  know7  the  necessity  of  such  an  institution.  And,  knowing  these 
things,  they  are  confident  that  it  will  ultimately  come  up  fully  and  effect- 
ually to  the  work.  It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  New  England  enterprise  to 
stop  short  of  the  entire  acquisition  of  the  object.  The  object  befoie  us 
is  State  Medical  reform, — in  the  existence  and  operation  of  a  Society 
created  to  exist,  not  for  a  month  or  a  year,  but  for  centuries.  Let  no  one 
for  a  moment  doubt  this.  Let  it  be  prophetic ;  and,  as  a  true  prophecy, 
let  it  be  proclaimed  and  re-proclaimed  throughout  the  country. 

Our  second  position,  that  it  will  ultimately,  as  a  corporate  body,  give 
life,  energy,  influence,  and  vitality  to  medical  science  and  medical  insti- 
tutions, is  worthy  of  fixed  attention,  and  profound  regard. 
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That  it  will,  in  a  few  years  at  least,  become  an  incorporated  body,  no 
one  can  reasonably  doubt;  and  we  are  wan  anted  in  believing,  from  the 
past,  that  such  is  the  spirit  of  the  age,  as  it  regards  social,  civil,  and  po- 
litical improvement,  that  it  cannot  in  the  nature  of  things  be  otherwise. 
It  would  be  folly  to  suppose  that  bodies  of  men  can  associate,  and  be- 
come incorporate  in  almost  every  thing  of  a  civil  and  religious  nature, 
and  not  in  this.  It  is  designed  that  the  Bay  Stale  Medical  Reform  As- 
sociation sustain,  to  the  Reform  Practice,  the  same  relation,  as  does  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society  to  the  medical  Colleges  in  the  Allopathic 
Practice;  and  it  will  do  it.  When  this  is  the  case,  its  membership  will 
act  upon  the  cause  of  medical  science  and  medical  reform,  and  upon  the 
interests  of  our  medical  College  at  Worcester,  with  an  extensive  influ- 
ence. Scattered  in  every  city,  town,  and  village,  throughout  the  country, 
its  members  will  become  useful  in  determining  young  men,  as  it  regards 
the  choice  of  practice,  and  at  what  Institution  they  will  graduate.  In 
fact  the  members  of  the  Association,  will  become  so  many  stationed 
missionaries  in  the  good  cause.  A  talented  energetic  man  may  origin- 
ate, and  for  a  time,  sustain,  by  his  own  individual  effort,  a  literary  In- 
stitution ;  but,  in  order  to  gain  ultimate  success,  it  must  be  a  favorite  of 
universal  society,  of  all  the  the  friends  of  progress  ;  so  that,  when  death 
shall  cut  down  the  individual,  there  shall  be  tens,  hundreds,  and  even 
thousands  interested  in  its  existence  and  support.  But  how  can  it  have 
the  concentrated  influence  of  all,  unless  it  be  sustained  by  a  medical  as- 
sociation 1  How  shall  it  y^t  secure,  and  permanently  secure  its  hold  up- 
on universal  society?  This  will  give  it,  and  this  alone  will  give  it.  It 
will  impart  that  energy,  influence,  and  vitality,  without  which  we  ven- 
ture to  say,  no  medical  institution  can  long  flourish. 

And,  lastly,  it  occupies  and  covers  the  entire  ground  of  medical  re- 
form,— the  only  way,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  it  can  be 
covered  ;  and  it  will  occupy  and  defend  it.  As  a  Stale  institution,  it 
embraces  the  whole  State.  As  an  association  on  the  side  of  medical  re- 
form, it  becomes  completely  antagonistic  to  all  medical  ignorance,  error, 
and  abuse  throughout  the  State.  It  meets,  at  all  points,  and  everywhere, 
the  Allopathic  system  ;  and,  being  on  the  side  of  science,  truth,  and  hu- 
manity— of  free  principles,  and  free  inquiry,  it  is  bound  to  flourish,  and 
to  triumph. 

The  committee,  with  the  utmost  confidence,  commend  the  Bay  State 
Medical  Reform  Association,  to  the  favorable  opinion  and  regard  of  all 
friends  and  brethren  of  the  reformed  practice,  or  Physo-medical  School 
in  the  State,  and  most  respectfully  invite  them  to  attend,  and  to  become 
members  ot  our  Society,  at  its  next  anniversary  meeting,  to  be  held  on 
the  first  Thursday  of  January  next  in  Lowell  ;  and  they  hope  that  we 
shall  all  feel  that  we  have  something  to  do,  and  that  here,  is  the  fore 
front  of  battle,  in  the  great  and  good  work  of  medical  reform.  And  let 
our  watch-word  be  "onward  and  upward,"  till  ignorance,  error,  and 
abuse,  shall  be  overcome,  and  swallowed  up  in  science,  truth,  and  right- 
eousness. Geo.  W.  Churchill,  M.  D.  \ 

Calvin  Bachelder,  M.  D.    >  Committee. 
S.  C.  Ames,  M.  D.  j 


MEDICAL  REFORM  IN  N.  Y.  STATE.  325 


MEDICAL  REFORM  IN  N.  Y.  STATE. 

It  affords  us  no  little  pleasure  to  witness  the  distended  strides  with 
which  the  cause  of  true  medical  science  moves  onward.  It  is  not  to  be 
expected,  that  the  views  first  entertained,  and  the  efforts  first  put  forth 
in  any  matter  of  reform  will  be  altogether  enlightened  and  correct.  It 
is  hardly  in  human  nature  to  be  unerring,  especially  where  the  way  is 
trackless,  and  general  considerations  only  are  one's  guide.  Hence  re- 
formers in  medicine  have  heretofore  pursued  courses  somewhat  various 
and  conflicting.  Prejudices,  in  regard  to  names  and  things  of  really 
trifling  moment,  have  kept,  more  or  less  asunder,  those  who  ought  to  have 
been  fighting  the  battles  of  truth,  shoulder  to  shoulder.  This  condition 
of  things  in  the  country  is  now  rapidly  changing.  In  New  England  and 
New  York  more  especially,  those  who  have  been  designated  as  Thomso- 
nian  or  Botanic,  and  those  who  have  chosen  the  name  Eclectic,  finding- 
themselves,  really  on  essentially  the  same  ground,  contending  for  essen- 
tially the  same  object,  are,  at  length,  waiving,  as  they  ought,  all  unim- 
portant considerations,  and  are  now  harmoniously  uniting  their  energies 
in  the  promotion  of  a  common  cause. 

From  the  present  number  of  the  Journal,  our  friends  will  learn  some- 
thing of  the  position  of  things  in  the  state  of  New  York.  We  will  also 
remark,  that  the  Physo-medical  (formerly  Thomsonian)  Society,  at  their 
recent  meeting  in  Albany,  passed  resolutions,  as  we  understand,  in  fa- 
vor of  co-operating  with  the  Eclectic  friends  of  the  State  in  building  up 
the  newly  established  medical  College  at  Syracuse.  Trusting  that  the 
professional  ground  occupied  by  that  Institution  will  be  essentially  cor- 
rect, we  must  heartily  wish  its  interests  success.  We  have  none  of 
those  limited  views  which  would  lead  us  to  fear  the  influence  of  a  rival 
School.  We  are  looking  for,  and  expecting  such  snccess  to  the  cause 
of  medical  truth,  that  Schools  of  medicine  teaching  the  reformed  system 
will  soon  be  demanded  all  over  the  country  ;  and  we  hail  with  joy  every 
indication  of  the  approaching  triumph. 

We  wish  our  friends  of  the  College,  now  established  at  Syracuse* 
the  realization  of  their  most  sanguine  hopes.  In  a  recent  letter,  Prof. 
Potter,  who  is  also  the  editor  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  writes,  "We  have  now  effected  a  union  of  all  this  State  and 
Canada.  We  only  hold  one  full  Course  of  Lectures  annually.  It  would  be 
our  privilege  to  throw  our  influence  to  your  College  in  the  Spring,  and, 
in  return,  receive  your  aid  in  the  Autumn.  By  this  means,  we  may  ren- 
der both  well  established  Institutions."  To  this  proposition  our  cordial 
response  is,  Amen, — we  will  go  it.  If  the  Trustees  of  Central  Medical 
College  shall  be  disposed  officially  to  suggest  any  plan  of  harmonious 
action  on  the  part  of  the  two  Schools,  we  have  no  doubt  that  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Worcester  Medical  Institution,  will  readily  accede  to  any 
honorable  arrangement.  At  any  rate,  we  will  call  a  meeting  of  the 
Board  and  try  them.     [Ed.  Jour.] 
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The  Fall  and  Winter  Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  com- 
mence on  the  FIRST  MONDAY  IN  NOVEMBER,  next,  and  will 
continue  sixteen  weeks.  The  aggregate  cost  of  Tickets  will  be  855, 
including  Demonstrator's  fee.  The  Graduating  Class  will  receive  the 
benefit  of  extra  instructions  from  the  Faculty,  during  hours  not  appro- 
priated to  the  regular  exercises  of  the  College,  as  often  as  three  times 
per  week. 

FACULTY. 

J.  R.  Bush,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Special,  General,  and  Pathological 
Anatomy. 

S.  H.  Potter,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Surgery. 

S.  M.  Davis,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine, 
and  Pathology. 

O.  Davis,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics,  and  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children. 

B.  S.  Heath,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Medical  Jurispru- 
dence. 

W.  W.  Hadley,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica,  Therepeutics, 
and  Pharmacy. 

*C.  Linck,  Ph.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Medical  Botany. 

fWoosTER  Beach,  M.  D.,  Emeritus  Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine. 

J.  R.  Bush,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  and  Surgical  Prosector. 

The  Matriculation  Ticket  $5,  and  the  Graduation  Fee  815.  Any 
student  can  have  the  privilege  of  attending  Lectures  in  this  Institution 
until  he  graduates,  by  the  payment  of  $100  in  advance. 

Good  board  can  be  had  at  from  $1,50  to  $2,50  per  week  ;  and  Stu- 
dents, byfclubbing  together,  can  live  well  at  an  expense  of  from  50  to  75 
cents  per  week. 

A  Student  will  be  admitted  to  the  Lectures  gratuitously  from  each 
Senatorial  District  throughout  the  State,  by  paying  only  Matriculation, 
Demonstrator's,  and  Graduation  Fees.  This  arrangement  gives  to  thir- 
ty-two Students  annually,  the  sum  of  $50  each.  Those  of  this  class 
are  to  be  Promising,  Indigent  young  men  of  a  good  English  education, 
and  of  a  good  moral  character.  Sons  of  Clergymen  and  Physicians  will 
have  the  preference,  if  such  apply  in  season.  Such  students  are  to  be 
recommended  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  a  Judge' of  the  County  in 
which  they  reside.  They  will  please  forward  their  applications  as  soon 
as  the  first  of  November  next. 

The  Faculty  being  sollicitous  that  all  may  enjoy  the  benefit  of  their  la- 
bors who  wish,  will  take  responsible  notes  on  time,  where  persons  are 
unable  to  advance  the  money.  In  such  cases,  ten  dollars  will  be  added 
to  the  cash  price  of  each  term. 

O^AU  designing  to  attend,  will  please  forward  their  names,  that  we 
may  be  apprised  of  their  coming. 

The  following  works  are  recommended  by  the  Faculty  : 
Anatomy — Wistar,  Wilson,  Q,uain,  and  Horner. 
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Surgery. — Druitt,  Liston,  Cooper,  Gibson,  and  Miller. 

Theory  and  Practice. — Watson,  Stokes  &,  Bell,  Eberle,  Beach,  How- 
ard, Smith,  Curtis,  and  Thomson. 

Physiology. — Carpenter,  Williams,  Dunglison,  and  Beach. 

Obstetrics  and  Disease  of  Women  and  Children. — Rigby,  Beach, 
Curtis,  and  Eberle. 

Chemistry. — Lihck,  Turner,  Gray,  and  Beck. 

Botany.— Eaton,  Bigelow,  Gray,  and  Wood. 

Materia  Medica. — Kost,  Nelligan,  Wood  &  Bache. 

Pathology. — Gross,  Chomel,  Williston,  Allison  and  Stille. 

Auscultation  and  Percussion. — Lsennec,  Bowditch,  and  Watson. 

Medical  Jurisprudence. — Beck,  and  Williams. 

The  text  books  recommended  are  consulted  authoritatively,  when  de- 
scriptive of  actual  conditions,  as  in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  &c. ; 
Out  otherwise  eclectically,  with  careful  discrimination. 

The  fundamental  peculiarity  of  our  doctrine  in  the  treatment  of  dis- 
ease is,  that  nothing  should  be  used  as  a  remedy,  that  will  injure  the  hu- 
man constitution,  and  that  all  means  used,  should  have  a  direct  tendency 
to  sustain,  and  not  depress  the  vital  powers. 

The  College  will  be  furnished  with  all  suitable  facilities  for  imparting 
a  thorough  and  correct  course  of  instruction  on  every  branch  of  Medical 
Science.  Dissections,  Surgical  Operations,  Illustrations  and  Experi- 
ments will  be  conducted  in  the  most  advantageous  and  instructive  man- 
ner. It  is  the  design  to  give  Students  advantages  here,  fully  equal  to 
those  enjoyed  at  any  other  Medical  College. 

For  further  information  respecting  the  Lectures,  direct  a  letter  post 
paid  to  Dr.  S.  H.  Potter,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. ;  or  to  Dr.  S.  M.  Davis, 
Buffalo;  Dr.  Wm.  W.  Hadley,  Rochester  ;  Dr.  W.  Beach,  Mew  York 
City. 

*Dr,  C.  Linck  has  several  years  past  been  Professor  of  Anayltical  Chemistry  in 
Cambridge  University,  Mass.,  and  resigns  his  Chair  in  that  Institution,  and  comes 
to  Syracuse,  to  settle  permanently  as  the  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and  Botany  in  Central 
Medical  College,  and  is  the  author  of  a  work  on  Chemistry,  and  recommended  in  the 
warmest  manner  by  Cambridge  and  Harvard  Universities,  as  well  as  Dr.  Liebig  of 
Germany,  his  preceptor.  Dr.  L.  is  furnished  with  all  necessary  apparatus  andlab- 
aratory,  fully  prepared  to  do  justice  to  his  imyortant  department. 

tDr.  W.  Beach,  of  N.  Y.  is  the  distinguished  Author  of  numerous  Medical 
Works  of  world-wide  reputation.  He  has  recently  travelled  through  eight  or  ten 
kingdoms  in  Europe,  and  visited  nearly  all  the  important  Medical  Institutions  to 
collect  information  to  promote  the  cause  of  scientific  reform.  He  has  engaged  to 
be  here  early  in  the  session  with  a  female  anatomical  model,  made  to  order  in  Paris, 
diagrams,  pathalogical  drawings,  &c,  executed  in  London,  and  establish  a  Dispen~ 
sary  and  Clinic  for  students,  where  lectures  will  b^  given  on  the  diseases  of  patients 
present,  that  the  students  may  enjoy  the  full  benefits  of  his  extensive  research. 

Note  — Seventy-six  Students  have  alreadv  given  their  names  to  attend  the  lec- 
tures, and,  among  the  number,  Mrs.  R.  B.  Gleason,  wife  of  Dr.  Gleason,  Physician 
to  the  Glen  Haven  Water  Cure  Infimary,  with  a  view  to  complete  her  medical  ed* 
ucation  by  attending  two  terms  of  lectures,  and  obtaining  the  degree  of  M.  D.  A 
second  Miss  Blackwell.     Syracuse,  Sept.,  1849, 
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"  There  is  a  time  for  everything"  was  the  pertinent  remark  of  the 
wise  man  in  times  of  great  antiquity,  but  one  of  which  every  man  of  ex- 
perience in  every  subsequent  age  has  been  made  to  feel  the  truthfulness, 
in  all  great  and  important  enterprises.  It  does  seem,  that  we  selected 
the  right  place  and  commenced  at  the  right  time  to  ensure  complete  and 
triumphant  success.  Dr.  W.  Beach,  of  New  York,  so  well  known  to 
the  world  for  his  distinguished  talents  as  an  author  and  practitioner,  and 
who  has  recently  travelled  through  eight  or  ten  of  the  kingdoms  of 
Europe,  and  visited  every  principal  medical  Institution  to  collect  infor- 
mation and  materials  for  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  scientific  reform, 
writes  that  he  will  be  here  on  the  opening  of  the  session,  "  furnished  with 
a  female  anatomical  model,  made  to  order  in  Paris,  diagrams,  paralogi- 
cal drawings,  &c,  executed  in  London,  and  give  the  students  the  full 
benefit  of  all  his  extensive  research ;  also  that  he  will  establish  a  Dis- 
pensary and  Clinic  for  students,  where  lectures  will  be  given  on  the  dis- 
eases of  the  patients  present. 

Dr.  Beach  has  pledged  his  entire  influence  to  this  College,  which  gives 
us  great  assurance  that  the  connection  of  such  a  man  with  the  Faculty  is 
no  small  acquisition.  We  have  also  been  very  fortunate  in  obtaining  a 
professor  of  chemistry.  Dr.  C.  Linck  was  educated  in  Germany,  under 
the  personal  instructions  of  Dr.  Liebig,  of  world  wide  reputation.  He 
has  been  several  years  Professor  of  Analytical  Chemistry,  in  Cambridge 
University,  Massachusetts,  and  will  resign  his  chair  there  on  the  15th 
October,  next,  and  come  here  fnrnished  with  all  suitable  apparatus  and 
labaratory  of  his  own,  to  become  the  permanent  professor  of  this  scien- 
tific School.  He  lectures  finely  in  English,  and  is  most  warmly  recom- 
mended by  Cambridge,  Harvard,  and  other  Colleges,  as  well  as  Dr. 
Liebig,  himself.  Professors  O.  Da^is  and  W.  W.  Hadley,  of  the  Roch- 
ester Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  and  B.  S.  Heath,  of  Rutledge,  are  all 
graduates  of  the  Cincindati  School,  and  so  well  known  as  able  lecturers 
and  sound  medical  scholars,  that  any  remarks  from  us  would  be  super- 
fluous. Prof.  S.  M.  Davis,  M.  D.,  of  Buffalo,  is  the  man  for  the  chair, 
assigned  to  him  by  the  Trustees,  and  will  honor  and  adorn  any  post  he  is 
called  to  fill.  The  present  arrangement  is  the  result  of  mutual  and  har- 
monious union  with  the  Rochester  School,  and  all  concerned,  and  we 
think  must  meet  with  the  hearty  approval  and  patronage  of  our  friends 
and  the  public,  everywhere. 

The  Class,  the  first  session,  must  be  large,  we  know,  from  the  means  of 
information  before  us ;  and,  as  every  professor  is  ambitious  to  establish  a 
character  for  the  College  as  well  as  himself,  students  may  confidently 
expect  a  good  and  thorough  Course  of  Lectures. 
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WORCESTER  MEDICAL  INSTITUTION. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY,  &c. 

[Having,  in  some  previous  numbers  of  the  Journal,  called  the  atten- 
tion of  our  readers  to  the  merits  of  several  other  medical  Colleges,  we 
now  introduce  to  notice  the  Worcester  Medical  Institution.  This  Insti- 
tution, though  but  recently  incorporated,  has  really  had  an  existence  for 
more  than  four  years  past,  and  has  already  acquired  a  deserved  reputa- 
tion throughout  the  country.  Its  facilities,  for  imparting  professional  in- 
formation, are  now  superior.  Its  professors  are  men,  not  only  of  thor- 
ough medical  attainments,  but  of  liberal  education  and  extensive  general 
information.  It  has  already  secured  a  highly  competent  amount  of  the 
most  valuable  apparatus  ;  and  arrangements  are  being  made  for  extend- 
ing its  means  of  illustration  quite  beyond  those  usually  enjoyed  by  the 
medical  Colleges  of  the  country.  We  feel  sure,  that  students  resorting 
to  this  Institution  for  professional  instruction,  will  be  disappointed, 
only  that  their  advantages  are  so  ample.  We  have  the  promise  of  an  un- 
usually large  Class  in  the  spring;  and  we  are  happy  to  know,  that  the 
disposition,  among  students,  to  secure  thorough  attainments  in  the  pro- 
fession, and  attend  two  or  more  Courses  of  Lectures  at  some  established 
medical  Institution,  is  becoming  more  and  more  general.     We  trust,  that 


330  WORCESTER    MEDICAL    INSTITUTION. 

numbers  of  those  who  shall  attend  the  Course  of  Central  Medical  Col- 
lege at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  the  present  autumn  and  approaching  winter, 
will  resort  to  Worcester  for  further  instruction  in  the  spring  ;  and  that, 
in  return,  many  who  shall  attend  here  in  the  spring,  will  go  to  Syracuse 
the  next  autumn.  The  locality  and  relation  of  these  two  Colleges  -now 
makes  such  an  interchange  very  convenient  and  desirable.  The  following 
is  the  Announcement  of  the  Worcester  Medical  Institution. — Ed.  Jour.] 

The  course  of  study  required  by  this  Institution  is  intended  to  occupy  three  full  years  ; 
and  candidates  for  the  regular  degree  of  M.  D.  must  have  attended  two  full  Courses  of  Medi- 
cal Lectures  iu  some  established  Medical  College,  one  of  which  must  have  been  in  this  Insti- 
tution. They  must  present  satisfactory  testimonials  of  good  moral  character ;  must  have 
a  competent  literary  education  ;  and  must  well  sustain  an  examination  in  the  various 
branches  of  medical  study,  as  contained  in  our  Course  of  Lectures,  and  in  the  test-books 
which  we  recommend,  or  equivalents/ 

The  following  are  the  principal  authors  recommended : — 

On  Anatomy — Wilson,  Quain,  Wistar,  Paxton,  and  Harrison. 

On  Surgery — Pancoast,  Druitt,  Liston,  Cooper,  Velpeau,  and  Castle. 

On  Physiology—  Carpenter,  Oliver,  Muller,  and  Dunglison. 

On  Pathology — Gross,  Chomel,  Gallup,  and  Watson. 

On  Materia  Medica — Kost,  Pereira,  and  Wood  and  Bache. 

On  Auscultation  and  Percussion — Laennec,  Williams,  Gerhard,  Bowditch,  and  Watson. 

On  Tlieory  and  Practice — Watson,  Mackintosh,  Elliotson  and  Stewartsoiij  Kost,  Mattson 
Howard,  Worthy,  Comfort,  Smith,  Curtis,  and  Thomson. 

On  the  Institutes  of  Medicine — Gallup  and  Curtis. 

On  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  Cliildren — Ghurchill,  Eberle,  Chailly , 
Maygrier,  Velpeau,  Beach,  and  Curtis. 

On  Medical  Jurisprudence — Beck  and  Williams. 

On  Chemistry — Gray,  Fownes,  and  Turner. 

On  Botany — Eaton,  Bigelow,  Gray,  and  Wood. 
The  following  are  the  members  of  the  Faculty : — 

C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

I.  M.  Comings,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice,  and  Obstetrics. 

J.  Kost,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany. 

E.  M.  Parritt,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Walter  Burnham,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery. 

The  next  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Thursday  in  March,  1S50,  and 
continue  fourteen  weeks.     The   fee   for   a  full   Course  is  $50,  in  advance,  with  a  matricu- 
lation fee  of  83.     Of  those  who  have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges 
810  only  are   required.    Graduates  will  be  charged,  in  addition,  $18  for  a  Diploma.    Good 
board  can  be  had  for  $2,25  per  week. 

The  text-books  recommended  are  consulted  eclectically  ; — aut/writdtively,  indeed,  so 
far  as  they  are  descriptive  of  actual  conditions,  as  in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 
the  like  ;  but  otherwise  ivith  careful  discrimination, — the  fundamental  peculiarity  of  what  i^ 
taught  in  this  Institution  being,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  employing  poisons  of  any  kin 
as  medicinal  agents  5  and  that  the  object,  in  exhibiting  any  remedy,  should  be  to  sustaini 
and  not  to  depress  the  vital  powers. 

Quite  extensive  accessions  have,  of  late,  been  made  to  the  Anatomical  and  Chemical  Ap- 
paratus, Library,  &c.  The  Faculty  of  the  Institution  now  constitute  a  full  and  eminently 
able  Board  of  Instruction  3  and  the  facilities  to  be  enjoyed  by  students  are,  in  every  way, 
ample.  Dissections,  surgical  operations,  illustrations,  and  experiments,  are  conducted  in 
jhe  most  advantageous  and  instructive  manner. 
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During  the  past  year  several  valuable  specimens  of  Morbid  Anatomy  have  been  added 
to  the  Anatomical  Cabinet,  as  donations  from  friends  of  the  Institution.  Other  like  favors 
and  any  such  preparations  as  are  adapted  to  faciltate  illustrative  teaching,  in  any  of  the 
departments,  are  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicited.  C.  NEWTON,  President. 
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No.   1. — Acute  Hydrocephalus. 

[We  hope  the  author  of  the  following  will  send  us  No.  2,  for  the  next 
number  of  the  Journal ;  and,  if  as  valuable  as  the  present,  not  cease  to 
forward  his  communications  till  he  is  tired  of  counting. — Ed.  Jour.] 

This  is  a  form  of  disease  to  which  children,  from  the  age  of  two  to 
ten  years,  are  subject.  It  derives  its  name  from  the  collection  of  water 
between  the  membranes,  or  in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain. 

One  of  the  most  frequent  and  least  observed  of  the  exciting  causes 
is  the  habit,  in  which  parents  too  often  indulge,  of  taxing  the  mental 
powers  of  their  children  to  an  extent  far  beyond  their  strength  or  ability 
to  sustain.  In  their  anxiety  to  display  the  precocity  of  their  offspring, 
they  inflict  a  positive  injury,  and  often  pave  the  way  for  a  long  train  of 
painful  symptoms,  which,  unfortunately,  terminate  in  the  early  death  of 
the  child. 

When  we  consider  that  the  brain,  in  early  childhood,  is  constantly 
undergoing  certain  organic  changes,  and  that  the  vessels  by  which  it  is 
supplied  are  more  active  than  at  any  other  period,  its  susceptibility  to 
cerebral  disease  must  be  apparent;  and  the  parent  cannot  be  too  guard- 
ed against  still  further  inviting  the  activity  of  the  blood  vessels  by  repeat- 
ed mental  tasks  totally  unfitted  to  its  age  and  condition.  "  The  child 
was  so  forward  I  knew  it  could  not  live  long,"  has  often  been  the  exclama- 
tion of  the  bereaved  parents, — little  thinking,  perhaps,  that  its  untimely 
death  might  be  traced  to  their  own  indiscretion.  The  practice  of  sending 
children  of  three,  four,  and  even  five  years  of  age  to  school,  is  to  be 
deprecated  ;  occasioning,  as  it  does,  in  too  many  instances,  premature 
mental  efforts,  for  which  the  brain  is  wholly  unprepared. 

Among  other  causes  of  Hydrocephalus,  may  be  enumerated  gastric  and 
intestinal  irritation  ;  worms ;  blows  upon  the  head  ;  hooping  cough  ; 
teething;  the  suppression  of  customary  evacuations ;  the  sudden  heal- 
ing of  sores  and  ulcers  on  the  head. 

Symptoms. — Pain  in  the  head  ;  vomiting  ;  costiveness  in  the  early 
stages,  followed  by  bilious  diarrhoea ;  pulse  quick  and  unequal ;  inter- 
rupted sleep,  attended  with  violent  starting  and  screams.  The  hands 
are  thrown  over  the  head;  and,  if  removed,  are  soon  returned; — 
constant  moaning ;  flushed  cheeks ; — the  skin  in  other  parts  unusually  pale 
and  dry  ;  drawing  down  of  the  features;  contraction  of  the  brow  ;  the 
pupil  dilated  ;  inability  to  bear  the  light ;  drowsiness;  stupor; — the  eyes 
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o-lazed  and  turned  upward,  and  sometimes  suffused  with  blood  ;  strabis- 
mus; loss  of  sight;  deafness;  paralysis;  convulsions. 

Such  is  the  usual  train  of  symptoms  which  mark  the  progress  of  this 
form  of  disease,  and  which  will  vary,  of  course,  in  different  cases,  ac- 
cording to  the  character  of  the  exciting  causes.  Sometimes  the  stage  of 
invasion  is  so  slightly  marked  as  scarcely  to  attract  attention  ;  and  the 
most  alarming  symptoms  will  be  manifest,  even  in  a  few  hours  after  the 
attack.  If,  however,  there  is  proper  inquiry  made  as  to  the  previous 
condition  of  the  patient,  and  it  is  found,  that  the  symptoms  have  been, 
a  quick  pulse,  pain  and  heat  in  the  head,  severe  and  frequent  vomiting, 
the  stools  of  a  dark  green  color,  and  glassy  subsistence,  the  physician 
will  not  err  in  supposing,  that,  if  there  is  not,  as  yet-,  any  effusion,  it  is, 
at  least,  strongly  to  be  apprehended ,  and  the  treatment  should  necessa- 
rily be  prompt  and  energetic. 

Treatment. — In  the  forming  stages,  an  emetic  of  lobelia,  followed  by 
a  gentle  aperient,  or  enema;  stimulating  applications  to  the  extremi- 
ties ;  bathing  the  feet  and  legs  in  warm  water ;  the  exhibition  of  dia- 
phoretics, and  a  cold  infusion  of  ictodes  fetida  to  the  head,  will  often  ar- 
rest its  further  progress.  If  the  disease  advances,  however,  a  powder, 
composed  of  equal  parts  of  corallorhiza,  odontorhiza,  lobelia  inflata,  and 
arum  tryphillum,  should  be  given  every  hour,  in  from  five  to  ten  grain 
doses,  continuing  the  stimulating  applications.  Enemas,  composed  of  a 
decoction  of  Scutellaria  lateriflora  and  heracleum  lanatum,  will  be  found 
of  great  advantage.  The  vapor  and  tepid  baths  form  important  auxilia- 
ries, and  should  not  be  omitted ;  as,  in  connection  with  the  remedies 
prescribed,  they  tend  to  equalize  the  circulation  and  promote  the  ab- 
sorption of  the  accumulated  fluid. 

Throughout  the  whole  course  of  this  disease  great  dependence  may 
be  placed  on  the  free  exhibition  of  diuretics.  Cases  are  recorded  where 
"  spontaneous  cures"  have  occurred,  after  a  copious  discharge  of  urine, 
when  all  hopes  of  recovery  had  been  abandoned.  As  in  ascites,  so  also 
in  hydrocephalus,  even  after  strabismus  and  other  aggravated  symptoms 
have  supervened,  the  case  should  not  be  abandoned  as  hopeless,  so  long 
as  the  use  of  diuretics  is  followed  by  a  discharge  of  urine,  in  any  degree 
adequate  to  our  expectations;  and,  if  the  exhibition  of  this  class  of  med- 
icines, joined  with  the  treatment  recommended,  is  faithfully  persevered  in, 
we  are  justified  in  looking  for  speedy  amendment,  and  the  final  restora- 
tion of  the  patient. 

The  idea  that  hydrocephalus  is  necessarily  a  fatal  form  of  disease,  is 
not  sustained  by  the  testimony  of  many  physicians  of -the  Reformed 
School,  who  report  well  marked  cases  which  have  been  successfully 
treated.  The  practice  of  abstracting  blood,  both  by  leeches  and  the 
lancet,  in  connection  with  drastic  purgatives,  is  recommended,  with  pe- 
culiar emphasis,  by  Allopathic  writers  and  physicians.  A  standard  au- 
thor says  that  purgatives,  such  as  calomel  and  jalap  "  will  exercise  a 
powerful  effect  in  addition  to  bleeding,  in  arresting  the  development  of 
inflammation  in  the  meninges  of  the  brain,  in  the  early  stages  of  the  dis- 
ease." Another  writer  observes,  that  *  mercury,  by  the  excitement  it 
produces,  adds  to  the  inflammation  which  characterizes  the  first  stages 
of  hydrocephalus  ;"  and  that  "  mercury,  in  my  opinion,  has  often  been  the 
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exclusive  cause  of  this  disease."  He  continues,  "  Certain  it  is,  that 
dropsy  of  the  brain  has  become  of  much  more  frequent  occurrence,  since 
the  general  and,  I  had  almost  said,  indiscriminate  use  of  this  metal  in 
febrile  and  inflammatory  diseases." 

Such  are  the  views  of  the  late  Dr.  Hosack,  of  New  York,  in  reference 
to  the  employment  of  calomel.  Need  it  be  a  matter  of  surprise,  then, 
that  so  many  cases  of  slight  febrile  excitement  in  children,  which  may 
be  traced  to  the  presence  of  indigested  food  in  the  stomach,  and  to  other 
causes  easily  removed,  should,  in  the  hands  of  Allopathic  physicians,  ter- 
minate in  dropsy  of  the  brain  ?  The  parent  is  told,  after  his  child  has 
been  subjected  to  the  effects  of  an  article  which  is  often  the  "  exclusive 
cause  of  dropsy,"  that  its  disease,  at  first  simply  febrile  excitement,  has 
"run  into"  hydrocephalus  ;  and  that  such  cases,  according  to  Thatcher 
and  others,  almost  inevitably  result  in  death !  The  inference  to  be 
drawn  is  not  so  obscure,  that  it  may  not  readily  be  seen  by  every  candid 
reader.  Amicus. 

EUcrwiUe,   October,  1849. 


VACCINATION. 

BY  PROF.    I.  M.   COMINGS. 

We  have  frequently  been  asked  of  late,  if  there  is  any  danger  of  trans- 
mitting any  other  form  of  disease  to  the  patient,  by  the  process  of  vaccina- 
tion ?  and  again,  if  re-vaccination  is  necessary,  at  distant  intervals  from 
the  date  of  the  primary  process? 

In  reply  to  these  queries,  we  have  observed,  that  there  is  danger  of 
introducing  other  formidable  forms  of  disease,  and  that  there  is  not  gen- 
erally sufficient  caution  used  by  our  physicians  in  the  selection  of  the 
vaccine  matter.  How  few  persons,  and  especially  children,  are  there 
now  entirely  free  from  some  cutaneous  or  exanthematous  disease !  ! 
We  will  not  now  stop  to  inquire  whether  these  various  affections  may 
not  have  had  their  origin  in  this  universal  practice  of  vaccination.  We 
will  only  remark,  that  there  are  numerous  cases  of  injury;  enough  of 
them  to  excite  the  alarm  of  every  friend  of  the  human  family.  Dr.  Eberle 
says,  "  I  have  several  times  known  obstinate  and  alarming  cutaneous  af- 
fections communicated  to  children  by  vaccinating  them  with  matter  ta- 
ken from  unhealthy  subjects."  We  might  quote  other  authorities ;  but, 
by  a  reference  to  Mattson's  Vegetable  Practice,  2d  edition,  page  588, 
we  shall  find  well  authenticated  cases,  to  show  that  there  is  the  greatest 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  vaccination  with  impure  matter.  The 
question  then  arises,  What  shall  be  done?  How  can  we  obtain  the  pure 
matter  ?  We  reply,  Let  every  physician  provide  himself  with  the  pure 
lymph  from  the  cowhand  let  no  other  matter  be  used  but  that;  and  there 
are  other  reasons,  besides  the  one  given  above,  for  this  practice.  The 
matter  takes  better  when  from  the  cow,  and  is  a  surer  prophylactic.  For 
there  were  very  few  cases  of  small  pox  or  varioloid,  after  the  vaccination 
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by  Jenner  and  by  those  who  used  the  cow  matter ;  but  we  all  know- 
that  note,  about  one  half  ot  those  who  have  been  vaccinated  and  are  ex- 
posed to  the  contagion  of  small  pox,  have  the  varioloid,  and,  in  many 
cases,  it  is  equally  as  severe  as  the  genuine  variola.  In  fact,  it  is  now 
so  common  to  see  varioloid,  that  vaccination  is  hardly  considered  a  pre- 
ventive ; — it  only  renders  the  disease  somewhat  milder.  It  must  be  that 
the  matter  becomes  changed,  by  passing  through  so  great  a  variety  of 
constitutions.  To  what  other  cause,  can  we  assign  this  deterioration  of 
the  prophylactic  powers  of  the  vaccine  matter? 

In  Germany,  the  plan  of  recurrence  to  the  cow  has  been  largely  trie 
of  late  years.  In  Wirtemburg  alone,  between  1831  and  1836,  forty  va- 
rieties of  primitive  lymph  were  successfully  employed.  It  is  also  said, 
that,  in  the  small  pox  Hospital  of  London,  they  changed  their  old  stock 
of  lymph,  for  more  recent  matter  in  1837,  and  a  marked  improvement 
was  perceived  in  the  resulting  vesicles.  The  local  inflammation  was  more 
severe;  the  constitutional  symptoms  were  more  violent;  the  virus  was 
more  energetic ;  the  most  minute  incision  took  effect.  The  National 
Vaccine  Establishment  of  London,  has  also,  on  several  occasions,  \aried 
its  stock  of  lymph  to  advantage.  In  France,  a  new  variety  of  vaccine 
lymph,  obtained  from  the  dairies  of  Passy,  near  Paris,  and  called  Passy 
lymph,  was  brought  into  use  in  1836,  and  was  considered  by  many  as 
superior  to  the  old  stock. 

We  regard  these  considerations  as  worthy  the  attention  of  medical 
men;  and  every  one  should  be  supplied  with  the  genuine  cow  lymph, 
which  can  be  very  easily  obtained,  at  almost  any  time. 

In  respect  to  re-vaccination,  we  will  only  observe,  that  many  of  the 
German  physicians  contend  strongly,  that  it  is  necessary  as  often  as 
from  every  7  to  12  years,  and  that  it  runs  out  and  loses  its  powers  in 
that  time.  The  Authorities  of  Paris,  on  the  other  hand,  have  reported 
to  the  French  government,  against  the  necessity  of  re-vaccination,  and 
there  seems  to  be  really  some  difficulty  in  deciding  on  the  merits  of  the 
plan.  The  Germans  aver,  that  few,  if  any,  of  the  recently  vaccinated 
have  fallen  under  the  influence  of  small  pox.  In  the  absence  of  sufficient 
data  to  form  a  correct  conclusion,  we  only  observe,  that  the  practice  may 
be  recommended  for  its  safety,  even  if  it  be  much  less  serviceable  than 
the  Germans  contend,  especially  if  the  primitive  vaccine  lymph  is  used. 

Worcester,  Sept.,  1849. 


IMPORTANT  DISCOVERY. 

Mr.  Editor  :— During  our  late  visit  to  Bangor,  we  were  assured  by 
Dr.  Mills,  of  that  city,  that  he  could  predict  an  attack  of  cholera,  two  or 
three  days  before  the  patient  himself  observed  any  symptoms.  This  was 
done  by  noticing  a  peculiar  anxious  look  of  the  eyes,  the  color  of  the 
skin,  and  a  livid  appearance  about  the  orbits. 

We   were  led  to  place  more  confidence  in  this  assertion  of  Dr.  Mills, 
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from  the  fact,  that  he  is  a  very  close  observer,  and  his  duties  as  an  Al- 
derman of  the  city,  required  him  to  look  after  the  distressed,  while  this 
epidemic  prevailed  there,  and  he  had  an  opportunity  to  witness  more  ca- 
ses than  any  other  individual  in  the  community. 

We  were  very  particular  in  making  inquiries  of  the  doctor,  on  this 
subject,  and  learned  that  he  had  foretold,  two  or  three  days  before,  that 
such  and  such  individuals  whom  he  had  noticed  as  having  this  peculiar 
look,  would  be  attacked ;  and  his  predictions  invariably  proved  true, — 
the  patients  themselves,  not  having  the  least  intimations,  that  they  had 
been  thus  doomed,  or  having  the  least  fear  of  an  attack. 

He  informs  me,  that  it  is  difficult  to  describe  the  appearance ;  but  it 
is  never  to  be  mistaken,  if  once  noticed.  He  says  an  anxious  look  is 
the  best  definition  he  can  give  ;  and  a  cholera  countenance  must  be  seen 
to  be  recognized. 

This  peculiar  appearance  was  found  to  portend  the  disease,  even  while 
the  person  was  enjoying  perfect  health,  so  far  as  he  could  himself  dis- 
cover. In  every  case  we  saw,  among  the  dying  and  the  sick  in  every 
stage,  we  noticed  a  great  sameness  of  expression,  and  a  peculiar  look, 
that  we  never  saw  in  other  forms  of  disease,  and  that  we  can  never 
forget. 

We  think  this  is  a  subject  of  the  greatest  moment,  if  it  can  be  verifi- 
ed by  a  sufficient  number  of  cases  to  prove  correct.  For,  if  this  dread- 
ful scourge  can  be  anticipated  even  a  few  hours,  wre  see  no  reason  why 
it  should  not  yield  to  our  treatment,  in  every  instance. 

We  present  this  subject  as  an  important  discovery;  as  we  have  never 
seen  the  matter  mentioned  before;  yet  it  was  verified,  during  the  preva- 
lence of  this  disease  in  Bangor,  frequently,  and  by   various   individuals. 

Worcester,  Oct.,  1849.  I.  M.  Comings. 
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BY  W.  R.  HANDY,  M.  D.,    BALTIMORE. 

It  is  not  our  intention  to  say  anything  of  the  origin,  pathology,  or 
treatment  of  this  disease.  Volumes  have  been  written  upon  it,  which, 
instead  of  dispersing  the  gloom  that  enshrouds  this  most  fatal  epidemic, 
only  serve,  it  would  seem,  by  the  accumulation  of  conflicting  statements, 
to  hide  its  true  character  in  still  greater  darkness,  and  render  its  mys- 
tery thereby,  if  possible,  more  mysterious. 

All  that  we  propose,  on  the  present  occasion,  is  to  invite  attention  to 
a  single  point,  viz.,  the  exclusive  diet,  prescribed  by  many  physicians,  in 
different  sections  of  our  country,  and  which  has  been  the  subject  of  mu- 
nicipal discussion  and  regulation  in  several  of  our  cities,  during  the 
prevalence,  and  in  anticipation  of  the  cholera.  The  diet  referred  to,  is 
the  exclusion  of  all  vegetables,  as  commonly  understood  and  used  under 
this  head,  and  fruits.  And,  among  the  articles  to  be  chiefly  employed, 
rice  seems  to  claim  the  highest  commendation. 
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The  ground  for  this  recommendatory  diet  is  based  upon  the  belief  that 
vegetables  and  fruits  are  among  the  most  active  exciting  causes  of  chol- 
era ;  and  that  their  use,  in  fact,  establishes  the  predisposition,  and  thus 
may  be  fairly  charged  with  giving  existence  to  the  disease. 

Now,  with  all  due  deference,  we  respectfully  ask,  if  snch  advice  is  not 
in  conflict  with  the  laws  of  a  sound  physiology  and  hygiene  1  and  fur- 
ther, in  conflict  with  observations  and  facts  fairly  interpreted? 

It  is  to  these  queries  our  remarks  will  be  principally  confined.  And, 
first,  in  reference  to  the  law  itself. 

M.  Magendie,  from  the  many  experiments  which  he  instituted,  lays  it 
down  as  "an  important  hygienic  precept,"  clearly  demonstrated,  that 
man  requires  "a  variety  of  articles  of  diet" — that  in  his  food  he  is  om- 
nivorous;  and,  if  confined  to  any  one  article,  however  nutritious,  that  he 
would  loathe,  sicken,  languish ;  and,  in  the  cases  where  he  could  ex- 
tend his  experiments,  as  on  the  lower  animals,  that  they  would  invaria- 
bly die — and  that  from  starvation. 

"Variety  in  food,"  says  Chomel,  in  his  General  Pathology,  "is  nec- 
essary to  man."  "The  exclusive  use,"  he  continues,  "of  any  one  arti- 
cle of  food,  in  those  whose  unrestrained  habits  would  have  been  opposed 
to  such  a  course,  almost  always  terminates  in  disease." 

In  speaking  of  the  nutritive  properties  of  proximate  (organic)  princi- 
ples, Dr.  Bell  says,  in  his  work  on  regimen  and  longevity,  "  Health 
could  not  be  maintained  in  the  exclusive  use  of  any  one,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, variety  is  indispensably  necessary," 

Again.  Man's  organization  seems  to  demonstrate  most  conclusively 
;hat  variety  of  food  is  his  natural  diet.  In  the  language  of  Dr.  Carpen- 
ter, in  his  Physiology,  "The  construction  of  his  digestive  apparatus,  as 
well  as  his  own  instinctive  properties,  point  to  a  mixed  diet,  as  that  which 
is  best  suited  to  his  wants." 

It  is  well  known  that  the  teeth  of  man  combine  those  both  of  the  car- 
nivorous and  herbivorous  animals,  having  the  cutting  and  rending  of  the 
former,  as  well  as  the  grinding  of  the  latter;  and  that  his  alimentary 
tube  holds  an  intermediate  position  between  those  of  both  classes  of  ani- 
mals ;  not  having  the  shortness  of  the  carnivorous,  nor  the  complexity  of 
the  herbivorous,  but  combining  the  digestive  capabilities  of  both,  and 
consequently  requiring  the  food  of  each. 

"  Repeated  analysis,"  says  Prof  Jackson,  in  his  paper  on  tea  and 
coffee,  in  the  July  number  of  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical 
Sciences,  "shows  that  these  articles  are  unfit  for  nutrition,  and  has  de- 
monstrated, that,  of  the  aliment  that  is  adapted  to  healthy  nutrition,  one 
eighth  part  only  consists  of  albumen,  or  protein  compounds.  And  what- 
ever is  devoid  of  those  substances,  cannot  perform  the  office  of  food,  or 
be  fitted  for  nutrition." 

Now  protein  is  the  representative  of  the  azotized  or  albuminous  por- 
tion of  the  food,  and, according  to  organic  chemistry,  consists  of  the  fol- 
lowing elements,  to  wit :  of  carbon  forty,  hydrogen  thirty,  nitrogen  five, 
and  oxygen  twelve  ;  while,  of  the  balance  of  the  food,  which  is  pronounced 
necessary  to  healthy  nutrition,  which  constitutes  by  far  the  largest  por- 
tion, not  less  than  seven  eighths  consist  of  non-azotized,  non-albuminous, 
or  those  articles  of  food  which  are  deprived  of  nitrogen,,  and  include,  in 
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great  measure,  the  various  vegetables  and  fruits  which  are  excluded  as 
improper  diet  during  the  prevalence  of  cholera. 

From  all  this  it  would  seem  clearly  to  follow,  that  variety  of  food  is 
most  in  accordance  with,  and  necessary  to  fulfil,  the  physiological  or  nat- 
ural law  of  man's  being. 

But  it  may  here  be  objected  that  vegetables  and  fruits  do  not  contain 
any  positive  elements  of  nutrition,  as  they  are  destitute  of  nitrogen,  and 
consequently  o£  protein,  which  latter  is  regarded,  according  to  the  de- 
gree of  its  presence,  as  the  proper  measure  of  the  comparative  nutrient 
powers  of  the  different  kinds  of  food.  It  is  then  said  that  this  protein 
being  entirely  absent  in  the  excluded  articles  of  diet,  and  that  they 
thereby  having  no  nutrient  properties,  nothing  can  be  lost  by  their  ex- 
clusion; and  that  so  far  as  the  nutrition  of  the  being  is  concerned,  they 
are  of  little  consequence. 

To  this  we  reply,  that  the  position  here  taken  seems  more  hypotheti- 
cal than  real ;  more  in  conflict  with  standard  authorities  and  facts,  than 
in  accordance  with  truth;  for  it  is  not  denied  that  a  large  class  of  anir 
rnals  subsist  and  are  nourished  solely  by  the  grasses  and  fruits,  and  pos- 
sess the  highest  amount  of  energy  and  strength.  And  further,  that  their 
constitutions  are  charged  with  the  element  nitrogen;  and  that  their  tis- 
sues, equally  with  those  of  the  carnivorous,  are  possessed  of  the  protein 
compounds.  Hence,  so  far  as  the  fact  is  concerned,  both  classes  of  ani- 
mals are  on  an  equality,  as  both  have  the  protein  in  their  composition,  the 
only  difference  being  in  the  manner  of  obtaining  it.  The  class  that  live 
on  flesh,  take  the  nitrogen  along  with  their  food  ;  while  those  that  live 
on  grass  and  vegetables,  receive  their  nitrogen  along  with  their  respira- 
tion, which,  combining  with  the  elements  of  their  food,  forms  the  protein 
compounds;  so  that,  admitting  protein  and  the  albuminous  compounds 
to  constitute  the  proper  elements  of  nutrition,  the  herbivorous  class  of 
animals  derive  the  same  advantage  from  its  presence  as  the  carnivorous. 
But,  admitting  that  vegetables  and  fruits  possess  no  nutrient  properties 
for  man,  even  if  they  do  for  some  of  the  lower  animals,  still  we  think  it 
may  be  maintained  that  they  are  necessary  as  articles  of  diet.  Every 
one  admits  that  heat,  or  a  proper  amount  of  temperature,  is  as  necessary 
to  life  as  food  ;  in  fact,  constitutes  one  of  the  vital  stimuli.  Now  it  is 
ascertained  that  one  of  the  great  sources  of  animal  heat  is  from  vegeta- 
bles and  fruit,  as  well  as  all  of  the  non-azotized  articles  of  diet;  and 
that  this  heat  is  produced  by  the  carbon  and  hydrogen  which  are  elimi- 
nated during  the  digestion  and  decomposition  of  the  vegetable  diet,  com- 
bining with  oxygen  in  the  production  of  carbonic  acid  and  water. 

On  this  point  Prof.  Jackson  asserts  that  "fatty,  starchy,  and  saccha- 
rine matters  are  intended  solely  for  the  purpose  of  calorification,  by  their 
combustion  or  combination  with  oxygen  introduced  into  the  blood  by  the 
processes  of  respiration  ;"  though  he  does  not  believe  that  they  are  in 
any  way  designed  for  nutrition. 

So  that  allowing  that  vegetables  and  fruits  contain  no  nutriment,  the 
fact  of  their  furnishing  so  much  of  the  heat  essential  to  life,  must  make 
them  an  important,  and,  one  would  think,  an  indispensable  part  of  diet; 
so  much  so,  indeed,  that  that  emergency  requiring  their  expulsion,  we 
would  suppose,  should  be  one  of  the  last  extreme,  arising  not  under  the 
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authority  of  a  hygienic  law,  for  that  we  have  seen  advocates  and  de- 
mands their  use:  but  under  that  of  a  pathological  law,  when  disease  is 
actually  present,  and  medical  treatment  demanded.  In  this  latter  case, 
we  acquiesce,  and  acknowledge  the  justice  and  propriety  of  the  exclu- 
sion. 

In  the  herbivorous  class,  where  perspiration  is  very  great,  the  temper- 
ature, by  this  refrigerating  process,  is  constantly  being  lowered,  and 
hence,  their  diet,  from  being  exclusively  vegetable,  gives  them  an  abun- 
dant source  of  supply  for  the  waste  of  this  fundamental  element  of  their 
existence.  In  the  carnivorous  animals  "the  temperature,"  says  Dr.  Car- 
penter, "appears  to  be  sufficiently  kept  up  by  the  combustion  of  the  car- 
bon and  hydrogen  set  free  by  the  decay  of  their  tissues." 

Man,  from  the  variety  of  his  food,  enjoys  the  capabilities  of  both 
classes,  and  eliminates  heat  doubtless  from  both  sources. 

But  the  advocates  of  exclusive  diet  may  exclaim,  that  even  admitting 
all  that  has  been  said  about  the  necessity  of  variety  of  diet — which  un- 
der ordinary  circumstances  they  acknowledge  is  all  right  and  proper — 
the  point  at  issue,  in  all  that  has  been  advanced,  has  not  been  touched; 
that  what  they  mean  to  say  is,  that  the  cholera  influence  is  abroad  over 
the  land,  predisposing  the  system  to  an  attack,  and  that  vegetables  and 
fruits  are  among  the  most  prominent  causes  exciting  it  into  action  or 
producing  the  disease;  hence  they  assert  the  propriety  and  necessity  of 
the  advice  which  excludes  all  such  articles  of  diet,  while  the  cholera 
prevails. 

To  this  we  reply,  that  cholera  is  well  known  to  have  prevailed  as  ex- 
tensively and  fatally  in  the  depth  of  winter,  when  fruits  were  scarcely  at 
all  to  be  had,  as  in  the  summer,  when  they  are  so  abundant.  And,  where 
a  "case  of  cholera  has  occurred  after  eating  fruit,  in  the  language  of  Dr. 
Dunglison,  it  is  a  mere  "coincidence,"  and  such  coincidences,  in  a  peri- 
od of  alarm,  have  been  sufficient  to  excite  a  terror  against  its  use.  Aftd 
the  same  author  continues,  "there  is,  in  truth,  not  the  least  reason  for 
presuming  that  ripe  fruits  had  anything  more  to  do  with  the  causation 
of  cholera  than  any  other  kind  of  diet;  and  how  easy  it  might  have  been 
to  excite  equal  prejudices,  on  no  more  foundations,  against  any  of  the 
common  aliments."  The  potatoe  is  allowed  as  an  article  of  diet,  yet, 
according  to  the  experiments  of  Beaumont,  whether  baked,  roasted,  or 
boiled,  it  is  not  so  digestible  as  the  ripe  mellow  apple. 

Now,  according  to  the  pathology  of  Chomel,  there  is  a  marked  differ- 
ence between  jjredisjposing  causes  and  predisposition ;  for  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted, that  in  those  places  where  cholers  was  most  violent  and  fatally 
destructive,  all  had  not  alike  the  same  predisposition  to-an  attack,  and 
in  some  there  was  no  predisposition  at  all,  and  in  such  consequently 
there  was  no  cholera.  But  had  the  predisposition  been  present,  then 
fear,  fatigue,  anxiety,  and  a  variety  of  alimentary  articles,  any  or  all  of 
them,  would  have  proved  equally  exciting  causes  with  fruits  in  producing 
the  disease. 

When  diarrhoea  or  irritation  of  the  intestinal  tube  is  present,  we  ac- 
knowledge the  propriety  of  excluding,  as  a  remedial  means,  the  vegeta- 
ble diet  and  fruits.  But  where  this  tube  is  in  perfect  health,  and  all  the 
rest  of  the  organs  are  in  a  like  condition,  we  cannot  see  the   wisdom  or 


DIET     IN    CHOLERA.  389 

utility  of  the  advice,  which  refuses  the  demands  of  nature  by  denying 
that  kind  of  diet  which  her  instinctive  teachings  in  the  physiological 
state  the  experience  of  every  one  abundantly  proves  to  be  the  surest 
guides  to  the  preservation  of  health.  In  fact,  we  think  it  may  be  safely 
asserted,  that  there  is  no  more  absolute  unity  and  fixed  standard  of 
health,  than  there  is  an  absolute  unity  and  fixed  standard  of  disease  ; 
that  consequently  there  cannot  be  a  fixed  regimen  of  diet  suited  to  every 
person,  any  more  than  there  can  be  one  fixed  remedy  for  every  disease. 
For  health,  which  is  a  generic  term,  implies  the  normal  action  of  each 
and  ail  the  organs,  whether  separately  or  collectively,  as  we  speak  of  the 
health  of  individual  organs,  and  the  general  health  of  the  whole.  And 
this  normal  action  may  present  as  various  shades  of  modification  as  in 
the  various  individuals  possessing  it,  and  yet  all  be  justly  said  to  be  in 
the  possession  of  health.  Hence,  with  such  modifications  in  the  normal 
action  of  the  organs  of  different  individuals,  it  does  not  seem  to  be  any 
marvel,  that  different  persons  should  choose  different  kinds  of  food,  and 
yet  that  each  different  kind  of  food  should  nevertheless  be  the  proper 
kind  to  the  individual  so  choosing,  as  all  his  organs  are  in  a  state  of 
health,  and  consequently  cannot  err  in  their  choice,  and  that  the  differ- 
ence in  choice  must  be  explained  by  the  difference  in  the  shade  of  their 
several  normal  actions  in  health. 

If  these  positions  be  established,  an  exclusive  diet,  then,  to  ward  off 
disease,  where  no  predisposition  exists,  we  think  may  not  only  be  serious- 
ly questioned,  but  further  honestly  stated  to  be  positively  injurious. 
The  extent  of  this  injury  may  be  briefly  stated  under  these  heads,  viz.  : 

1.  By  depriving  the  system  of  its  usual  variety  of  food,  we  thereby 
injure  it  by  robbing  it  in  a  proportionate  degree  of  its  otherwise  healthy 
nutrition  and  proper  amount  of  temperature. 

2.  By  proclaiming  this  exclusive  diet  as  indispensable,  an  element  of 
fear  is  thus  introduced,  which  seizes  upon  the  people,  creating  such  an 
alarm  that  they  feel  at  a  loss  as  to  what  they  should  eat;  reasoning  with 
themselves  that  probably  the  doctors  may  be  mistaken  about  the  safety 
of  this  and  that  article,  as  our  neighbors  here  and  there  have  died  after 
eating  it,  and  that  therefore,  to  be  on  the  safe  side,  we  shall  abstain  from 
every  such  thing  as  much  as  possible.  Such  cases  are  no  fiction  ;  they 
have  occurred ;  such  individuals  have  abstained,  and  the  consequence 
has  been,  as  might  have  been  expected,  even  on  common-sense  reason- 
ing, that  their  general  strength  has  given  way;  all  the  powers  of  their 
system  have  become  weakened,  and  thus  a  predisposition,  or  a  standing 
invitation  for  cholera  or  any  other  disease  that  may  be  prevalent,  has 
been  created.     Fear  alone,  aside  from  starvation,  is  sufficient  to  do  this. 

The  third  and  last  injury  we  have  to  mention  as  arising  from  this 
exclusive  system  of  diet,  is  that  inflicted  upon  a  very  large  and  impor- 
tant class  of  our  fellow  citizens  who  supply  our  markets  with  those  ex- 
cluded articles,  and  depend  in  a  great  measure  on  their  sale  as  a  means 
of  livelihood  for  themselves  and  families. 

We  say,  if  the  positions  taken  are  tenable,  it  would  seem  to  follow  as 
a  necessary  consequence,  though  not  at  all  intended,  that  such  exclusion 
is  armed  with  the  highest  cruelty  and  oppression  on  the  one  hand,  as 
well  as  with  unnecessary  deprivations  on  the  other,  in  resisting  the  use, 
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of  what  we  all  would  consider,  under  other  circumstances,   as  most  de- 
licious as  well  as  harmless  articles  of  indulgence. — Medical  Examiner. 


From  the  Physiologico-Medical  Recorder. 

VASCULAR  EXCITANTS. 

All  iocomolive  action  is  proximately  produced  by  muscular  contraction. 
Further,  all  vascular  action  is  proximately  produced  by  muscular  contrac- 
tion. By  vascular  action,  I  mean  the  action  that  occurs  in  arteries,  veins, 
lymphatics,  lacteais,  heart,  alimentary  canal,  ducts  of  glands,  and  recep- 
tacles. Moreover,  the  pulmonic  action  is  the  result  of  muscular  con- 
traction. In  short,  all  cognizable  action,  in  organic  forms,  i3  proximate- 
ly the  effect  of  muscular  contraction.  That  part  of  the  circulating  sys- 
tem called  capillary,  which  lies  between  the  terminal  arteries  and  the 
origin  of  veins,  is  independent  of  the  muscular  and  nervous  tissues,  and 
its  contents  are  propelled  through  it  by  what  is  termed  capillary  attrac* 
tion ;  while,  those  vessels  whose  calibers  are  so  large  as  to  pass  beyond 
the  power  of  capillary  attraction,  have  their  contents  circulated  by  mus- 
cular power. 

Actual  experiment  teaches  us,  that  every  fibrilla  of  the  entire  muscu- 
lar systems,  involuntary  as  well  as  voluntary,  is  connected  with  some  one 
of  the  nervous  centers,  by  nervous  filaments  ;  also,  that,  if  that  connection 
is  broken,  the  filaments  cut,  the  muscular  power  to  contract  is  destroyed. 

Therefore,  we  are  able  to  see,  that  muscles,  although  they  are  the  im- 
mediate cause  of  organic  motion,  are  but  passive  material  means  used  in 
producing  that  important  function  ;  also,  that  the  centrifugal  nerves  of 
the  brain  and  medulla  spinalis  (a  nervous  body  in  the  spine)  are  but  ma- 
terial conduits  which  transmit  the  mystical  fluid,  the  ethereal  essence, 
elaborated  by  the  cineritious  glands,  called  cortical  spherules,  to  the  mi- 
croscopic and  oblong  cells  of  the  fibrillse.  Finally,  this  sublimated  fluid 
of  organization,  this  valuable  secretion  of  the  nervous  centers,  is  the  pos- 
terior cause  of  all  occular  motion — the  nervous  and  muscular  tissues, 
the  machinery  which  it  uses  to  produce  so  inestimable  a  work. 

With  these  facts  before  us,  is  it  possible  for  us  to  give  a  philosophical 
reason  of  the  proximate  cause  of  an  increased  or  decreased  vascular  ac- 
tion, as  the  condition  may  be  in  any  given  case?  In  the  former  case,  is 
it  not  an  increased  amount  of  this  subtle,  electric  fluid,  ajid  in  the  latter, 
a  deficiency  of  it  ?  And,  if  this  is  true,  what  kind  of  a  medicine  will  rec- 
tify the  first  condition,  and  what  the  last?  Will  not  that  agent  which 
can  quiet  and  pacify  the  action  of  the  cortical  spherules,  diminish  vas- 
cular excitement  ?  And,  moreover,  will  not  those  articles  which  can 
arouse  and  increase  the  action  of  the  aforesaid  spherules,  thereby  accel- 
erate the  action  of  the  heart  and  its  vessels,  arouse  them  from  their  leth- 
argy, and  compel  them  to  carry,  through  the  entire  domain  of  life,  its  flu- 
id food  ? 

Again  :  holding  in  mind  what  anatomy  has  taught  us,  what  must   be 
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the  abilities  of  those  means  that  can  improve  the  energies  of  the  heart, 
and  exalt  the  powers  of  the  arterial  and  venous  systems  1  Surely,  must 
they  not  be  those  that  primarily  impart  an  impetus,  an  acceleration  to 
the  action  of  the  cortical  spherules  ?  Therefore,  we  are  able  to  see,  and 
say,  that  anything  which  can  arouse  and  strengthen  the  circulation  of 
the  blood,  does  it  by  furnishing,  to  the  cineritious  glands  of  the  great 
nervous  centers,  those  refined  materials  and  that  peculiar  stimulus,  which 
they  require  for  vigorous  action ;  also,  that  any  agent  which  can  exert  a 
soothing,  pacifying  influence  upon  the  circulations,  does  it  by  first  fur- 
nishing to  the  above  glands,  those  conditions  requisite  for  equal  and  un- 
iform action. 

Further :  all  tonics,  stimulants,  and  anodynes  produce  their  effects, 
by  furnishing,  to  the  brain  and  medulla  spinalis,  those  wants  or  means 
that  enable  them  to  produce,  through  their  efferent  nerves,  upon  the 
muscular  tunic  of  the  vascular  system,  those  three  effects,  known  as 
tonicity,  stimulation,  and  calmness. 

In  the  voluntary  muscles,  the  will  presides  over  the  frequency  and  de- 
gree of  their  action,  though  the  prior  and  posterior,  or  proximate  and 
remote  causes  of  action,  are  the  same  in  both  divisions  of  muscles. — 
Spasms  and  cramps  occur  in  the  voluntary  muscles  (we  may  not  per- 
ceive them,  yet  they  may  also  occur  in  the  involuntary  muscles — we 
know  of  their  occurring  in  the  alimentary  canal)  occasioned  by  the 
provoking  presence  of  a  foreign  body  in  the  domain  of  the  centripetal 
nerves  of  the  nervous  centers.  The  afferent  or  centripetal  nerves  are 
reporters  to  the  mind,  and  the  presiding  spirit  of  the  organism,  of  the 
states  of  the  body,  and  the  qualities  of  approaching  things.  If  their  in- 
formation to  these  powers,  enthroned  in  the  capital  of  the  kingdom,  yes, 
in  the  royal  Palace,  are  compatible  with  the  best  interests  of  their  gov- 
ernment, then  peace  and  order  reign  ;  but,  if  incompatible,  then  they  put 
forth  efforts,  corresponding  with  the  degree  of  encroachment,  to  remove 
them.  The  efferent  nerves  (those  that  go  from  the  brain)  are  divided 
into  two  classes,  voluntary  and  involuntary.  Whether  the  afferent  nerves 
(those  that  go  to  the  brain)  have  two  such  divisions,  is  not  positively 
known,  though  it  is  probable  they  have.  The  five  nerves  of  sense  cor- 
respond to  the  voluntary  division  of  the  efferent  nerves  ;  while  those  nerves 
(if  any)  which  go  to  nature,  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  correspond  to  the 
involuntary  efferent  nerves.  If  the  nerves  of  sense  are  lacerated  at  cer- 
tain points,  it  occasions  spasms  at  certain  points  of  the  voluntary 
muscles.  Perhaps  corresponding  effects  follow  similar  injuries  to  the 
afferent  nerves  of  the  interior  principle,  called  nature. 

When  spasm  occurs,  it  must  be  explained  in  the  same  way  as  ordina- 
ry muscular  action.  Although  the  will  is  forestalled,  nevertheless  the 
continuous  action  of  the  muscles  is  the  effect  of  the  continuous  action  of 
the  nervous  fluid  upon  the  cells  of  the  fibrillae.  S. 
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From  the  Water-Cure  Journal. 

COMBINATION   MAGNETIC   MACHINES.     ELECTRO-MAG- 
NETISM. 

The  application  of  electro-magnetism  as  a  remedial  agent,  in  various 
diseases  botn  acute  and  chronic,  has  become  so  extensive  and  important, 
and  the  commissions  we  are  daily  receiving  from  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try for  suitable  machines  for  this  purpose,  have  become  so  numerous, 
that  we  have  made  arrangements  to  be  regularly  supplied  hereafter  with 
Magnetic  Machines  manufactured  expressly  for  us,  which  we  consider 
superior  to  any  others  for  medical  purposes.  This  machine  is  designated 
as  the  Combination  Magnetic  Machine,  from  its  combining  the  advan- 
tages of  various  different  magnetic  instruments — unrivalled  compactness 
and  simplicity  in  arrangement  and  construction,  and  the  full  power  of 
much  larger  instruments  united,  with  a  smoothness  and  gentleness  of 
motion  which  we  believe  no  other  instrument  to  possess  in  so  great  a  de- 
gree. The  magnetic  current  produced  is  continuous  and  agreeable,  and 
acts  strongly  upon  the  muscles  and  organs  without  those  jarring  shocks 
which  render  the  application  of  electro-magnetism  exceedingly  unpleas- 
ant, and  sometimes  injurious.  The  machines  are  manufactured  of  the 
best  materials,  and  convey  a  greater  amount  of  the  magnetic  forces  into 
the  system,  in  better  adjusted  proportions,  and  with  less  inconvenience 
to  the  patient,  than  any  other  instrument  we  have  seen.  They  are  en- 
closed in  strong  cases  of  rosewood,  and  can  be  forwarded  to  any  part  of 
the  country. 

We  consider  Electro-Magnetism  so  valuable  a  medical  agent,  and  its 
connection  with  the  phenomena  of  organic  life  so  important,  that  we 
deem  it  proper  to  offer  here  a  ?ew  remarks  as  to  its  best  mode  of  appli- 
cation and  effects. 

It  is  quite  obvious  that  the  efficacy  of  these  machines  must  depend 
much  on  the  manner  in  which  they  are  applied  to  the  system.  The 
negative  button  repels  and  expands,  while  the  positive  button  attracts 
and  contracts.  The  negative  force  exerts  an  alkaline,  and  the  positive 
an  acid  influence  upon  the  fluids  and  solids  of  the  body  ;  and  it  is  con- 
sequently of  great  importance,  that,  in  diseases  of  the  different  membranes 
and  organs,  the  buttons  should  be  judiciously  and  rightly  applied.  As 
the  best  guide  we  have  discovered  upon  this  point  is  the  Manual  of  the 
late  Dr.  H.  H.  Sherwood,  now  published  by  his  successors,  we  send  with 
our  machine  a  copy  of  this  work,  which  contains  very  full  directions  up- 
on this  and  all  other  subjects  relating  to  the  medical  application  of  mag- 
netism. 

The  interesting  and  remarkable  theory  advanced  by  Dr.  Sherwood, 
of  the  complete  magnetic  organization  of  the  human  system,  appears  to 
attract  an  increasing  attention,  and  to  be  confirmed,  in  some  degree,  at 
least,  by  the  experiments  of  others.  Mr.  Smea,  of  England,  the  invent- 
or of  the  well-known  battery,  which  bears  his  name,  has  recently  an- 
nounced as  a  fact,  that  the  brain  has  magnetic  poles  invariable  in  their 
action. 

With  regard  to  the  diseases  in  which  electro-magnetism  is  most  bene- 
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ficial,  it  would  seem,  from  general  experience,  that  it  is  most  valuable  in 
all  complaints  affecting  principally  the  muscles  and  nervous  system,  such 
as  Rheumatism,  Paralysis  of  any  or  all  the  limbs,  Curvatures  of  the 
Spine,  Epilepsy,  Tic  Douloureux,  Shaking  Palsy,  and  Headaches. 
In  Consumption,  it  is  found  of  great  value  as  an  aid  to  respiration,  and 
in  reducing  the  mucous  disease  of  the  bronchial  tubes.  In  various  other 
chronic  diseases,  involving  great  debility  and  loss  of  vital  energy,  it  has 
also  proved  of  great  service,  by  increasing  muscular  power,  and  strength- 
ening the  tone  of  the  system.  The  following  are  some  of  the  cases  to 
which  this  instrument  may  be  successfully  applied  :  Spine,  Rheumatism, 
Tubercula  of  the  Heart,  Pleurisy  Acute  or  Chronic,  Tubercula  of  the 
Stomach,  Do.  of  the  Duodenum,  Do.  of  the  Colon,  Do.  of  the  Liver,  Do. 
of  the  Spleen,  Do.  of  the  large  Intestines,  Do.  of  the  small  Intestines, 
Mesentric  Diseases,  Tubercular  Disease  of  the  Kidneys,  Cystis,  Pros- 
tate Gland,  Disease  of  the  Uterus,  Ovaria,  Leucorrhea,  Prolapsus  Uteri, 
Tubercular  Disease  of  the  Cerebellum  and  Uterus,  Brain,  Sick  Head- 
ache, Disease  of  the  Eye,  Nose,  Antrum,  Toothache,  Throat,  Muscles, 
Chorea,  Catalepsy,  Deafness,  Joints  and  Limbs,  Spine,  Hernia,  Cancer, 
Hydrophobia,  Uterine  Hemorrhage,  Impotence,  Piles,  Constipation, 
Diarrhea,  etc.,  etc. — 

Including,  in  fact,  every  kind  of  disease  both  chronic  and  acute. 

The  price  of  the  Combination  Magnetic  Machine  is  only  Twelve 
Dollars.  It  may  be  sent  by  express  or  as  freight  to  any  part  of  the 
globe.  Address  Fowlers  and  Wells,  Clinton  Hall,  129  and  131  Nassau 
st.,  New  York,  sole  proprietors  of  the  Combination  Magnetic  Machine. 


[From  the  Physiologico-Medical  Recorder  and  Surgical  Journal,] 

CHOLERA  SYRUP. 

Under  this  name  is  known  the  preparation  so  popular  in  the  treatment 
of  spasmodic  cholera.  The  name  is  still  continued,  although  it  is  more 
proper  to  name  medicines  after  their  properties  or  ingredients,  than  the 
diseases  for  the  cure  of  which  they  are  used. 

It.  Cypripedium  (nervine),  8  oz. 

Myrica  cerifera  (bayberry),  8  do. 

Hydrastis  canadensis  (goldenseal)  4  do. 

Capsicum,  1   do. 

Pulverize  and  boil  together  the  above  ingredients,  until  their  strength 
is  extracted,  in  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water  to  make  one  gallon  of  the 
decoction.  Then  strain  and  add,  of  best  fourth-proof  brandy,  one  gallon  ; 
loaf  sugar,  eight  pounds  ;  tincture  of  myrrh,  one  gallon.  Mix  and  bottle 
for  use. 

Dose. — One  table-spoonful  three  or  four  times  a  day,  or  oftener,  as 
circumstances  may  require. 

Use. — To  relieve  the  stomach  and  bowels  in  cholera,  and  cholera  mor- 
bus, as  well  as  cholera  infantum,  dysentery  and  cholic. 
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From  the  Water- Cure  Journal. 

SPINAL  WEAKNESS  UNDER  WATER  TREATMENT. 

As  practical  information  is  most  needed  for  the  prevention  and  cure 
of  the  "  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to,"  and  as  the  Water-Cure  Journal  is  the 
organ  for  that  mode  of  treatment,  I  make  application  to  your  journal  for 
the  following  statement  of  the  cure  of  spinal  weakness  in  a  child — a  girl 
four  years  old.  The  parents  of  the  child  moved  from  this  place  in  Oc- 
tober last,  a  few  miles  west,  and  soon  after  the  child  was  taken  with 
weakness  in  the  back  and  limbs.  An  apothecary  was  called  in,  and  or- 
dered purging,  draughts,  fce.,  all  to  no  purpose.  (The  charge  for  this 
one  visit  was  five  dollars.)  She  continued  very  weak  from  the  time  she 
was  first  taken,  (in  October,  1848,)  until  the  latter  part  of  February, 
when  they  came  back  to  Ceresco.  During  the  whole  time,  the  child  was 
very  weak,  could  not  walk  or  stand,  was  restless,  uneasy,  and  in  much 
pain.  She  could  not  turn  herself  in  bed,  nor  raise  one  of  her  feet  with- 
out help.  The  following  March,  two  other  physicians  were  called  in. 
One  said  her  case  was  hopeless,  and  ordered  blistering ;  the  other  said 
showering  in  cold  water  once  in  twenty-four  hours  perhaps  would  help 
her.  This  rational  advice  was  taken ;  and,  in  addition  to  showering,  a 
bandage  of  cold  water  was  applied,  and  renewed  every  two  hours,  with 
immediate  relief.  The  showering  was  increased  to  six  and  four  hours. 
Within  three  weeks,  the  child  walked  about  the  house  and  was  doing 
well.  A  rash  followed  the  wet  bandage,  and  finally  boils  from  different 
parts  of  the  body.  My  object  in  sending  this  statement  is  for  the  en- 
couragement of  your  patrons,  and  to  benefit  the  world  generally.  Be 
assured,  the  Water-Cure  Journal  is  doing  wonders  in  the  West ;  for 
bathing  is  becoming  as  common  as  eating  and  drinking  (water). 

Ceresco,  Wisconsin.  Stephen  Bates. 


From  the  Boston  Medical  aud  Surgical  Jonrual. 

OIL  OF  VALERIAN. 

Advances  are  constantly  making  in  the  preparation  of  medicines,  as 
in  other  matters  essential  to  the  comfort  of  man.  Instead  of  swallowing 
large  draughts  of  the  decoction  of  valerian,  which  has  been  a  customary 
method  of  administering  this  much  prized  antispasmodic,  tonic,  &c,  a 
pure  oil  is  now  furnished  by  the  Enfield  Shakers,  a  single  drop  of  which 
is  vastly  more  potent,  and  far  less  offensive,  than  the  tincture,  or  any 
other  common  officinal  preparation  of  valerian.  Mr.  Burnett,  Tremont 
Row,  has  it  in  small  phials,  so  that,  at  a  trifling  expense,  the  relative 
value  of  it,  and  other  preparations  of  the  same  article,  may  be  fairly 
tested. 

Should  the  Shakers  succeed  with  other  medicinal  plants,  as  they  have 
with  cicuta,  belladonna,  taraxacum,  trifolium,  lupulus,  and  some  others, 
practitioners  will  feel  their  indebtedness  to  them  ;  since  filling  the  stom- 
ach with  a  pint  of  water,  as  the  bearer  of  a  minim  of  some  medicine  in- 
dicated, may  be  wholly  avoided  by  the  new  manner  of  constructing  doses. 
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OBSTETRICAL  PRACTICE. 

Prof.  Newton  : — 

My  Dear  Sir, — Though  a  personal  stranger  to  you,  allow 
me  to  throw  a  few  remarks  into  the  columns  of  the  Journal,  (as  it  is 
fast  becoming  the  only  representative  of  the  Reform  Practice  in  New 
England,)  if  you  deem  them  worthy  of  insertion. 

There  is  a  maxim,  common  even  to  triteness,  speaking  of  the  press  as 
the  hope  of  the  world.  Man,  hitherto,  has  been  bound,  by  ignorance 
and  its  sequel  superstition,  to  many  rites  and  customs,  which,  in  their 
effect  on  individuals,  and  consequently  on  society,  as  that  is  but  an  ag- 
gregate of  individualities,  have  had  a  deleterious  influence  on  his  char- 
acter and  happiness.  And  it  is  to  the  press,  to  the  dissemination  of  light 
and  truth  though  its  medium,  that  we  are  to  look  mainly  for  the  dis- 
persing of  those  errors.  Though  it  has  done  its  work  well  and  nobly, 
yet,  in  some  particulars,  it  is  behind  the  spirit  of  the  age.  On  one  point, 
especially,  has  it  been  too  silent.     I  have  reference  to  the  practice,  (now 
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so  prevalent  in  many  parts  of  the  civilized  world,  more  particularly  in 
New  England  and  the  British  Islands,  though  not  common  in  countries 
less  advanced  in  point  of  general  civilization,  where  there  are  not  so 
many  of  the  abuses  of  refinement  and  luxury,)  of  having  man  midwives. 
which  is  but  a  contradiction  of  terms,  to  attend  on  females  during  child- 
birth. You  having  given  liberty  for  all  proper  remarks  on  both  sides  of 
the  question,  in  the  columns  of  the  Journal,  I  have  thought  to  make  a 
few  remarks  in  the  negative. 

That  it  is  an  evil,  now  existing  in  society,  which  ought  to  be  removed, 
a  custom  which  should  be  discontinued,  is  too  palpable  to  require  argu- 
ment in  its  proof;  yet  allow  the  suggestion  of  a  few  principles. 

It  is  a  custom  the  introduction  of  which  is  of  recent  date.  The  histo- 
ry of  all  olden  time  gives  no  argument  in  its  favor,  while  all  past  records 
go  to  show,  that  woman  in  all  countries  and  times  has  been  the  only 
attendant  on  such  occasions. 

It  is  revolting  to  every  sense  of  decency, — as  usually  conducted,  es- 
pecially among  many  of  the  old  practice.  And  such  cases,  coming  to 
light  every  day,  serve  but  to  add  new  life  to  the  reform. 

It  is  dreaded  by  many  young  married  ladies,  to  an  extent  that  proves 
destructive  to  their  health  and  the  well  being  of  their  offspring, — which 
is  an  argument,  overwhelming,  and  all-sufficient  of  itself,  to  condemn 
the  prevailing  custom.  And  the  more  elevated  and  refined,  the  more 
powerful  the  emotion  on  the  part  of  the  female. 

Man  is-not  fitted  by  nature  for  the  office.  The  construction  of  his 
physical  system  is  contrary  to  it.  He  has  not  the  power  to  sympathize 
with  woman  during  that  critical  period,  at  which  time  the  voice  of  sym- 
pathy is  of  more  worth  than  many  officious  examinations.  He  knows 
nothing  from  experience  of  the  matter ;  his  knowledge  being,  at  best, 
only  that  of  observation.  His  phrenological  organization  will  not  allow 
of  his  yielding  that  soothing  influence  to  the  excited  nervous  system,  that 
is  needed  at  such  times.  He  never  experienced  the  reality  of  giving 
birth  to  a  new  being ;  whereas,  in  the  case  of  woman,  it  is  directly  the 
opposite.  Though  some  may  disagree  with  me,  in  saying  that  woman 
is  fitted  for  the  office  of  midwife  ;  yet  of  how  much  worth  is  a  mere 
opinion,  based  perhaps  on  selfishness,  when  weighed  against  the  history 
of  all  ages! 

The  presence  of  a  man,  perhaps  a  stranger,  on  such  occasions,  in  the 
case  of  most  females  of  a  fine  nervous  organization,  has  an  influence, 
by  shocking  the  nervous  system,  which  frequently  is  sufficient  to  check 
the  efforts  of  nature  entirely.  Therefore  man  is  obliged  at  times  to 
resort  to  artificial  means,  to  instruments,  to^  effect  that  -which  nature 
would  have  accomplished  with  much  more  safety  to  the  female,  had  not 
his  presence  thwarted  her  efforts.  And  the  amount  of  suffering  which 
exists  in  society  among  married  women  from  such  arbitary  treatment, 
every  reflecting  physician  must  have  noticed.  Do  we  not  here  find  a 
solution  of  that,  "which  by  some  is  considered  so  mysterious, — why  wo- 
men, at  the  present  time,  have  so  many  particular  weaknesses,  which 
those  of  olden  time,  though  giving  birth  to  double  the  number  of  chil- 
dren, never  knew? 
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And  so  far  as  the  requisite  knowledge  is  concerned,  there  is  not  a 
woman  of  mature  age  who  has  ever  become  a  mother  that  is  not  better  fit- 
ted to  attend  on  a  female  during  that  period,  provided  she  have  a  proper 
phrenological  organization,  than  any  man,  though  he  may  have  read  all 
the  books  ever  written,  and  heard  all  the  lectures  ever  delivered  on  that 
subject ;  for,  in  regard  to  this  matter,  truly,  experience  is  the  best 
school  master.  Though  I  would  not  proscribe  the  knowledge  of  Anat- 
omy and  Physiology,  as  well  as  of  medicine  in  general, — far  from  it; 
yet,  as  parturition  is  not  a  disease,  that  is,  a  condition  contrary  to  na- 
ture, but  rather  a  natural  function,  all  that  is  needed  is  regimen  and 
nursing,  not  medicine;  unless  there  be  some  local  disease  or  deformity, 
when  it  becomes  an  exception  to  a  general  principle,  and  does  not  bear 
on  the  argument  in  question.  Besides,  the  young  man  has  to  try  his 
skill  in  this  matter,  (if  there  be  any  skill,  aside  from  keeping  away  and 
minding  his  own  business,)  while  nature  accomplishes  her  work.  He 
commences  without  any  acquaintance  with  the  symptoms,  otherwise  than 
from  reading,  verbal  description,-  or  theory ;  for  where  is  the  College 
that  keeps  the  material — to  use  a  medical  phrase — by  which  it  can  give 
practical  instruction  in  midwifery?  And  the  student,  with  the  physician, 
cannot  be  allowed,  even  to  look  on,  for  that  would  be  indecent.  Oh  ! 
he  must  wait,  until  he  commences  practice  for  himself.  How  much 
safer  to  trust  it  to  the  superintendence  of  a  midwife, — really  such — of 
personal  experience  in  child-birth.  And,  if  an  old  physician  is  called, 
is  it  not  a  common  fact,  that  he  becomes  more  and  more  callous  to  the  ten- 
derness required  at  such  times  ?  He  can  have  only  observational  knowl- 
edge, though  that  is  better  than  none.  How  often  does  the  want  of  pa- 
tience in  man,  cause  him  to  commit  unpardonable  haste  in  his  endeav- 
ors to  force  the  operations  of  nature  ! 

And,  on  one  point,  more  than  all  others,  aside  from  the  intrinsic  evil 
attendant  on  man  midwifery,  have  I  had  many  thoughts.  Once  con- 
vince the  pablic,  that  parturition  is  not  a  disease,  requiring  the  superin- 
tendance  of  any  male  physician,  or  in  fact  any  physician  other  than  the 
nurse,  and,  at  once,  is  destroyed  the  main  stay  that  remains  to  support 
the  old  practice,  in  its  influence  over  the  public  mind.  Many  times 
have  I  heard  it  said — "If  we  do  not  employ  the  medical  doctors,^  Allo- 
pathic practitioners,)  in  case  of  common  disease,  they  will  not  serve  us 
in  case  of  confinement ;  and,  in  order  to  have  them  at  that  time,  we  must 
employ  them  at  all  times,  when  we  should  rather  use  the  Botanic  reme- 
dies, and  employ  the  Botanic  physicians."  Hitherto,  for  many  reasons, 
the  reformed  physicians,  or  Thomsonians  as  they  have  been  nicknamed, 
would  not  be  present  at  such  times.  Hence  the  argument,  as  related 
above.  And  the  hour  of  triumph  to  the  reform  practice  will  be,  when 
man-midwifery  ceases  to  be  a  prevailing  system.  The  people  are  chang- 
ing as  to  the  kind  of  physicians  and  medicines  they  wish  to  employ  ; 
and  the  last  hold  on  public  sympathy  possessed  by  the  old  school,  is  the 
influence  they  have  over  the  female  portion  of  the  aged  part  of  commu- 
nity. The  younger  married  ladies,  now,  will  not  submit  to  be  imposed 
on, — much  less  to  argue  in  favor  of  the  person,  or  persons,  perpetrating 
the  insult. 

I  will  close  by  saying,  that  the  more  I  see  of  such  matters,  the  more 
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Aid  I  convinced,  that  midwifery  should  be  in  the  hands  of  duly  qualified 
women  ;  and  my  influeuce  shall  be,  to  remove,  from  the  profession,  that 
which  is  its  greatest  disgrace.  Yours  respectfully, 

Geo.  W.  Skinner,  M.  D. 


THE  TREE  OF  LIFE— BOTANIC -MEDICINE. 

When  the  Lord  created  man,  he  created  him  a  happy  being,  perfect 
in  body  as  well  as  soul.  No  pains  afflicted  his  body,  no  trouble  his  mind. 
The  mechanism  of  his  body  was  all  perfect — all  the  organs  of  the  sys- 
tem performing  their  offices  in  a  perfectly  physiological  manner; — all 
working  in  such  perfect  harmony,  that  there  was  no  jar,  or  obstruction, 
in  any  part  of  the  system.  Man,  consequently,  did  not  know  what  pain 
was.  He  was  perfectly  healthy  and  perfectly  happy.  "  He  possessed 
knowledge,  and  that  knowledge  was  very  great ;  for  he  gave  names  to 
all  cattle,  and  to  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  to  every  beast  of  the  field, " 
and  such  names,  too,  as  at  once  distinguished  the  nature  and  properties 
of  each  creature.  He  was  surrounded,  too,  with  every  vegetable,  or 
"  tree  that  is  pleasant  to  the  sight,  and  good  for  food,"  all  of  which  he 
had  liberty  to  use  freely.  Adam  was  at  first  satisfied  with  this  condition 
of  things ;  but,  when  the  tempter  had  beguiled  Eve,  and  she,  with  her 
soft  fair  hand  had  offered  to  him  the  forbidden  fruit,  of  ..which  she  had 
partaken  and  which  she  had  found  pleasant  to  the  taste,  and  when  she, 
with  her  bewitching  charms,  had  caused  a  desire  to  rise  up  in  his  mind, 
to  enjoy  still  greater  pleasure,  and  become  still  wiser,  he  also  partook 
of  the  fruit  of  that  forbidden  tree.  His  mind  now  became  troubled. 
He  had  become  much  wiser  than  he  was  before  ;  for  now  he  knew  what 
trouble  and  pain  were,  as  well  as  pleasure.  He  had  partaken  of  the  fruit 
of  the  tree  of  death.  Now  that  perfectly  physiological  state  of  the  sys- 
tem was  destroyed  ;  for,  in  the  day  that  he  partook  of  that  forbidden 
fruit,  the  seeds  of  death  were  implanted  in  his  system. 

But  there  was  another  tree  in  the  midst  of  the  garden,  called  the 
tree  of  life.  This  was  the  source  whence  he  was  to  obtain  medicine 
to  prevent  decay  from  affecting  his  body  ;  for  it  is  evident,  that  death 
could  not  take  place  so  long  as  he  partook  of  that  tree.  It  was  evident- 
ly a  healing  tree,  the  virtues  of  which  would  have  counteracted,  in  his 
body,  the  deleterious  effects  of  the  forbidden  fruit  of  which  he  had  par- 
taken. For  the  Lord  drove  him  from  the  garden,  "  lest  he  should  put 
forth  his  hand  and  take  also  of  the  tree  of  life,  and  eat,  and  live  forev- 
er," and  placed  at  the  entrance  of  the  garden,  "cherubim  and  a  flaming 
sword  which  turned  every  way,  to  keep  the  way  of  the  tree  of  life."  In 
vain  has  it  ever  since  been,  that  man  has  searched  for  the  tree  of  life. 
It  is  still  guarded  by  the  cherubim   and  the  flaming  sword. 

Many,  not  being  satisfied  with  searching  in  the  vegetable  kingdom 
for  that  healing   balm,  have  descended  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  as 
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if  they  supposed,  that,  by  some  magic  influence,  the  tree  of  life  had 
been  changed  to  a  mineral.  Others,  seeming  to  think  that  it  is  an  aqua- 
tic, search  for  it  in  water;  and  others  again,  appearing  to  think  it  has 
been  etherealized,  search,  in  the  very  lightning,  for  some  shadow  of  the 
tree  ;  while  many,  affecting  to  believe  that  Satan  is  the  right  one  to  cast 
out  Satan,  bring  forward  the  most  "energetic  poisons"  to  counteract  the 
effects  of  the  forbidden  fruit.  But,  alas  !  their  endeavors  have  been  in 
vain.  The  efforts  of  some  of  them  have  been  worse  than  useless  ;  for, 
as  the  first  medicine  which  God  gave  to  man,  was  a  life-prolonging,  and 
healing  vegetable  medicine,  which  acted  in  perfect  harmony  with  the 
physiological  state  of  the  system,  and  was  of  the  very  best  kind  for  him 
in  his  primeval  state,  so  shall  we  find  it  at  the  present  day. 

Dr.  A.  Clarke,  in  his  Commentary,  says,  "  The  tree  of  life,  or  life-giv- 
ing tree,"  is  "every  medicinal  tree,  herb,  and  plant,  whose  healing  vir- 
tues are  of  great  consequence  to  man  in  his  present  state,  when,  through 
sin,  diseases  of  various  kinds  have  seized  on  the  human  frame,  and  have 
commenced  that  process  of  dissolution  which  is  to  reduce  the  body  to 
its  primitive  dust.  Yet,  by  the  use  of  these  trees  of  life — those  differ- 
ent vegetable  medicines,  the  health  of  the  body  may  be  preserved  for  a 
time,  and  death  kept  at  a  distance." 

Though  it  is  not  expected  to  find  the  veritable  tree  of  life  even  in  the 
vegetable  kingdom,  yet,  no  doubt,  we  there  have  the  nearest  approxima- 
tions to  it.  So  all  the  inspired  writers  appear  to  have  had  their  minds 
impressed,  whenever  they  have,  in  any  way,  alluded  to  medicines;  for  we 
find,  that  they  universally  allude  to  vegetable  medicines.  I  will  now 
give  a  few  quotations  from  the  Bible. 

Genesis  37  chapt.  25  verse. — "A  company  of  Ishmaelites  came  from 
Gilead  with  their  camels,  bearing  spices,  and  balm,  and  myrrh,  going  to 
tsarry  it  down  to  Egypt. 

"  The  Egyptians  have  been  celebrated  from  the  remotest  antiquity, 
for  their  knowledge  of  medicine." 

Isaiah  33,  21. — "Let  them  take  a  lump  of  figs,  and  lay  on  for  a  plas- 
ter upon  the  boil,  and  he  shall  recover." 

"  God,  in  affecting  the  miraculous  cure,  was  pleased  to  order  the  use 
of  means  not  improper  for  that  end," — the  application  of  a  vegetable 
medicine.  "This  was  the  natural  means  which  God  chose  to  bless  to 
the  recovery  of  Hezekiah's  health ;  and,  without  this  interposition,  he 
must  have  died." 

Jeremiah  8,  22. — "Is  there  no  balm  in  Gilead  ?  Is  there  no  physician 
there  ?  Why,  then,  is  not  the  health  of  the  daughter  of  my  people  re- 
covered 1" 

"Is  there  no  balm  in  Gilead?  Yes,  the  most  excellent  in  the  world. 
Is  there  no  physician  there  ?  Yes,  persons  well  skilled  to  apply  it. 
Why  then  is  not  the  health  of  the  daughter  of  my  people  recovered? 
Because  ye  have  not  applied  to  the  physician,  nor  used  the  balm.  Ye 
die,  because  ye  will  not  use  the  remedy." 

Jeremiah  46,  11. — "Go  up  into  Gilead  and  take  balm" — 51,8. — 
"  Take  balm  for  her  pain,  if  so  she  may  be  healed." 

Ezekiel  47,  12. — "And  the  fruit  thereof  shall  be  for  meat,  and  the 
leaf  for  medicine." 
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Exodus  15,  25. — "And  he  cried  unto  the  Lord  ;  and  the  Lord  showed 
him  a  tree,  which,  when  he  had  cast  into  the  waters,  the  waters  were 
made  meat." 

Luke  10,  34. — "And  went  to  him,  and  bound  up  his  wouuds,  pouring 
in  oil  and  wine." 

James  5,  14.— ''Anointing  him  with  oil." 

"What  is  here  recommended  was  to  be  done  as  a  natural  means  of 
restoring  health."  "Oil  in  Judea  was  celebrated  for  its  sanitive  quali- 
ties ;  so  that  they  scarcely  ever  took  a  journey  without  carrying  oil  with 
them  (See  in  the  case  of  the  Samaritan),  with  which  they  annointed 
their  bodies,  healed  their  wounds,  bruises,  &c."  "Pure  olive  oil  is  ex- 
cellent for  recent  wounds  and  bruises."  "Anointing  the  sick  with  oil, 
in  order  to  their  recovety,  was  a  constant  practice  among  the  Jews." 

Revelation  22,  2. — "And  the  leaves  of  the  tree  were  for  the  healing 
of  the  nations." 

The  tree  of  life  was  evidently  a  healing  medicine;  yet  water  and  elec- 
tricity were  essential  to  its  growth,  or  are  certainly  essential  to  the  growth 
of  all  the  trees  of  life  which  the  earth  brings  forth  now  in  this  our  day. 
There  are  a  few  minerals,  too,  found  connected  with  the  vegetable  king- 
dom. 

But  the  forbidden  fruit,  or  tree  of  death,  was  also  a  vegetable  ;  so 
that,  though  we  should  look  to  the  vegetable  kingdom  for  our  principal 
medicines,  yet  not  all  vegetables  are  suitable  for  food,  or  medicine,  but 
only  those  whose  properties  act  in  harmony  with  the  physiological  state 
of  the  system.  We  are,  however,  to  look  to  the  vegetable  kingdom  for 
our  best  remedies, — the  remedies  which  should  be  considered  the  chief 
corner  stones  in  the  science  of  medicine.  And,  if  we  would  do  this, 
then  it  is  very  probable  that  water,  electricity,  and  a  few  of  the  innocent 
minerals  might  be  made  advantageous  occasionally  as  medicines, 

"  The  world  is  not  so  bad  a  world 

As  some  would  like  to  make  it ; 
Though  whether  good,  or  whether  bad, 

Depends  on  how  we  take  it. 
This  world  is  quite  a  clever  world, 

In  rain  or  pleasant  weather, 
If  people  would  but  learn  to  live, 

In  harmony  together.'7 

Dinwiddie  Co.,  Va.,  Oct.  24,  1849.  J.  B.  Spiers, 


COURSE  OF  MEDICINE-EMETICS. 

BY  PROF.  I.  M.  COMINGS. 

The  ultra  Thomsonian  has,  perhaps,  been  as  much  slandered  for  his 
universal  administration  of  a  course  of  medicine,  as  for  his  ignorance 
and  bigotry.  The  primitive  discovery  which  Samuel  Thomson  made, 
and  for  which  he  obtained  letters  patent,  was  the  method  of  compound- 
ing medicines  and  their  proper  application,  and  particularly  in  what  he 


COURSE    OF    MEDICINE — EMETICS.  351 

termed  a  course  of  medicine,  including  a  vapor  bath,  an  emetic  of  lo- 
belia, and  an  enema.  This  routine  of  treatment  was  found  so  benefi- 
cial, to  apply  to  so  many  cases,  and  to  succeed  in  curing  so  great  a  num- 
ber of  persons  who  had  been  pronounced  incurable,  by  the  best  physi- 
cians in  the  country,  that  Thomson  thought,  he  alone  ought  to  enjoy  the 
pecuniary  benefit  of  his  discovery.  He,  therefore,  embodied  his  direc- 
tions, and  gave  a  short  description  of  his  remedial  agents,  in  a  little 
tract  which  he  sold  for  twenty  dollars,  as  his  patented  rigid.  He,  also, 
taught  those  who  purchased  this  tract,  that  they  could,  not  only  be  their 
own  physicians,  and  the  doctors  of  their  own  families,  but  extend  their 
practice  to  their  neighbors.  Hundreds  and  thousands  bought  this  right, 
and  many  of  them,  finding  themselves  successful  in  the  administration 
of  a  course  of  medicine,  and,  in  treating  the  various  forms  of  disease, 
at  length  became  extensive  practitioners.  Thus  sprang  up  a  reform 
in  medicine,  which  has  already  become  extensive,  and  which  is  destined, 
hereafter,  to  cover  the  earth. 

As  the  author  of  this  system  and  his  followers  became  more  enlight- 
ened, they  saw  very  plainly,  that  this  routine  of  treatment,  called  a 
course,  was  not  necessary  in  every  case  of  disease  ;  and,  more  than  this, 
they  learned,  that  even  this  full  course  might  be  administered  to  the  in- 
jury of  the  patient ;  for  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  there  have  been 
many  cases  of  mal-practice,  even  with  these  simple  means. 

It  is  doubtful,  however,  whether  there  has  ever  been  introduced  any 
one  course  of  medication,  which  has  proved  itself  efficacious  in  the  cure 
of  so  various  forms  of  disease,  as  this  one,  first  introduced  by  Dr.  Thom- 
son!. But,  while  we  concede  this  point,  we  shall  ever  believe,  that 
Thomson  is  deserving  of  the  greatest  honors  from  the  medical  world, 
for  having  introduced  the  lobelia  inflata,  as  a  medicinal  agent.  It  is 
enough  to  immortalize  his  name  ;  and  coming  generations  will  concede 
to  him  this  guerdon,  as  this  invaluable  article  shall  become  better  known, 
and  its  virtues  more  fully  tested. 

While  we  are  willing  to  give  the  vapor  bath,  and  the  enema  their  just 
rank,  in  the  healing  process,  we  still  must  be  allowed  our  full  conviction, 
that,  to  the  lobelia  emetic,  is  mainly  to  be  attributed  the  value  of  this 
course.  The  more  we  use  lobelia,  the  more  fully  are  we  convinced, 
that  it  exerts  a  powerful  influence,  in  stimulating  the  vis  medicatrix  na- 
tures,— that  its  powers,  independantly  of  its  emetic  virtues,  are  perfectly 
consonant  with  the  recuperative  efforts  of  the  system,  and  that  we  have 
no  other  remedy  which  can  be  used  so  universally  as  this. 

We  fear  there  is  a  disposition,  among  many  of  our  young  practition- 
ers, not  only  to  dispense  with  a  course  of  medicine  where  it  is  really  in- 
dicated, but  to  neglect  giving  the  emetic,  either  on  account  of  the  la- 
bor required,  or  the  time  which  it  may  demand.  There  are  others  who 
cret  so  elevated  in  their  minds,  as  to  think,  that  it  is  not  scientific,  or  that 
it  will  render  them  unpopular  to  give  a  course  of  medicine,  or  an  emetic. 
They  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  something  else  will  do  as  well,  or  they 
may  fear  that  their,  patients  will  recover  too  soon,  and  thus  they  will  not 
be  able  to  make  so  long  a  bill.  This  last  sordid  motive,  however,  we 
trust,  influences  but  few  minds.  The  former,  we  know  leads  many  into 
most  fatal  errors. 
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There  is  another  class  of  physicians  who  are  induced  by  the  prejudi- 
ces of  the  community  to  mix  the  lobelia  with  ipecacuanha  or  tartarized 
antimony,  thus  trying  to  obviate  the  objection  to  the  lobelia.  This  is  an 
eorecrious  error ;  for  there  are  few  cases  where  any  other  ingredient  will 
add  to  the  efficacy  of  the  lobelia  inflata.  In  almost  every  instance  it 
will  prove  detrimental,  if  not  injurious. 

We  are  well  aware,  that  emetics  as  such, — let  them  be  even  antimony, 
ipecac,  or  any  harmless  vegetable,  have  a  most  happy  effect  in  bringing 
about  such  a  state  of  the  system,  as  will  be  conducive  to  health. 

We  noticed  the  following  remarks  in  a  Foreign  Medical  Journal,  not 
long  since.  It  shows  the  universal  application  of  emetics,  by  virtue  of 
their  power  to  relax  the  system,  and  equalize  the  circulation,  and  of  their 
stimulating  properties  ;  and  now,  if  we  add  to  these  properties,  the  pe- 
culiar stimuli  of  the  lobelia  and  the  physo-medical  virtues  which  it  pos- 
sesses, we  have  an  article  which  admits  of  more  general  use  than  most 
of  our  physicians  ascribe  to  it.  The  remarks,  from  the  Gazette  des  Hop- 
iteaux,  are  as  follows. 

"  The  efficacy  of  emetics  has  been  amply  proved  in  ten  cases  lately, 
at  the  Hospital  de  la  Pitie,  Paris.  One  was  that  of  a  man  who  had  sus- 
tained a  severe  injury  on  the  head,  followed  by  incipient  inflammation, 
which  severe  bleedings  and  the  local  applications  of  ice  employed  through- 
out two  days  failed  to  subdue.  A  copious  emetic  was  administered,  and, 
in  less  than  twenty-four  hours,  the  symptoms  had  disappeared.  The  oth- 
er case  was  that  of  a  woman  recently  operated  on  for  a  cancer,  and  af- 
terwards the  subject  of  bronchitis  so  severe  as  to  threaten  a  fatal  termi- 
nation. Bleeding  was  interdicted  by  the  weak  state  of  the  patient,  and 
a  large  blister  on  the  chest  proved  useless.  An  active  emetic  of  tartar- 
ized antimony,  however,  brought  m  its  train  a  speedy  cure." 

Now,  if  tartarized  antimony  or  even  ipecac,  can  produce  such  a  change 
of  the  system  or  effect  so  much,  what  may  we  not  expect  from  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  lobelia  ? 

We  well  recollect,  the  incredulity  with  which  we  read  of  the  virtues 
of  this  emetic,  when  we  commenced  the  study  of  medicine.  We  can 
remember,  too,  with  what  faithless  indifference  we  listened  to  the  praises 
of  lobelia,  from  those  who  were  skilled  in  its  use,  and  who  knew,  from 
experience,  its  value.  We  then  thought  these  advocates  were  bigoted 
and  prejudiced  ;  but,  as  we  began  to  use  it,  and  became  more  and  more 
acquainted  with  it,  we  found  ihe  article  had  not  been  overated,  or  its 
medical  properties  too  highly  extolled.  As  an  emetic,  we  can  want  noth- 
ing better ;  but,  as  we  have  often  observed,  this  property  is  hardly  to  be 
named,  in  connexion  with  its  other  qualities.  The  trnth  is,  we  have,  in, 
the  lobelia,  a  stimulus  to  the  nervo-vital  system  which  is  in  perfect  har- 
mony with  the  recuperative  powers  of  nature,  and  which  tends  to  restore 
health  to  any  diseased  organ  in  any  part  of  the  human  frame. 

But  our  remarks  are  already  too  protracted.  We  only  took  up  our 
pen  to  introduce  the  above  extract  from  the  European  Journal. 

Worcester,  Oct.  1849. 


WORCESTER    MEDICAL     INSTITUTION.  353 

WORCESTER  MEDICAL  INSTITUTION. 

MEETING  OF  ITS  TRUSTEES,  &c- 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Trnstees  of  the  Worcester  Medical  Institu- 
tion was  held  at  the  house  of  Dr.  C.  Newton  in  Worcester,  Nov.  1st, 
1849,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  At  this  meeting,  among  other  items  of  busi- 
ness, the  following  resolutions,  which  are  of  more  public  interest,  were 
adopted. 

''Resolved,  that  the  Trustees  of  the  Worcester  Medical  Institution 
hail  the  Central  Medical  College  now  established  at  Syracuse,  New  York, 
as  a  co-worker  in  the  cause  of  medical  reform,  and  cordially  extend  to 
the  Trustees  of  that  College,  the  hand  of  fellowship,  expressing  a  wish 
to  maintain  friendly  relations,  deeming  it  to  be  for  the  mutual  benefit  of 
the  Institutions,  and  for  the  advancement  of  true  medical  science. 

"Resolved,  that  one  student,  from  each  Congressional  District  of  the 
State,  be  admitted,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Faculty,  gratuitously  to  the 
Lectures  of  the  Institution  ; — the  recipient  being  only  required  to  pay 
the  matriculation  and  graduation  fees  ;  and  it  being  understood,  that 
those  who  shall  be  thus  received,  be  promising  indigent  young  men, 
possessing  a  good  moral  character,  and  the  requisite  preparatory  educa- 
tion. Strangers,  having  no  other  reference,  shall  be  required  to  be  rec- 
ommended by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  a  Judge  of  the  County  in  which 
they  reside. 

"Whereas  the  Hydropathic  or  Water-cure  system  of  medicine  seems 
to  be  in  perfect  accordance  with  our  Physo-medical  Practice,  and,  so  far 
as  it  goes  in  the  cure  of  disease,  is  consistent  with  the  truths  which  we 
advocate  in  this  Institution,  therefore,  Resolved,  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  open  a  correspondence  with  some  distinguished  and  popular 
Lecturer  on  Hydropathy,  with  reference  to  securing  his  services  as  those 
of  a  Professor  in  this  Institution,  on  such  terms  as  may  be  mutually 
agreed  on  by  the  parties." 

It  was,  also,  "Resolved,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  a  paper,  as 
the  organ  of  the  Institution,  and  of  State  medical  reform,  is  absolutely 
indispensable,  and  further,  Resolved,  that  this  Board  will  sustain  Prof. 
C.  Newton  in  the  publication  of  the  New  England  Botanic  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal.''" 

At  this  meeting,  Dr.  Stephen  Cutler  tendered  his  resignation  as  agent 
of  the  Institution  ;  whereupon  it  was  "  Voted,  that  the  thanks  of  the 
Board  be  tendered  to  Dr.  Cutler  for  the  able  and  efficient  manner  in 
which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office." 

CD 

By  this  last  item  of  information,  the  friends  of  the  Institution  will 
perceive,  that  the  Board  are  now  without  any  immediate  organ  to  super- 
intend their  financial  matters.  This  course  has  been  adopted  simply  to 
preclude  further  expense  in  the  collection  of  funds,  at  least  for  the  pres- 
ent. Our  late  agent  has  obtained,  in  subscriptions  from  responssble  in- 
dividuals, between  $6000,  and  $ 7000 ;  but,  on  account  of  the  pressure 
in  the  money  market,  he  has  found  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  gather  in 
much  from  the  sums  subscribed. 
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It  is  proper,  therefore,  that  the  friends  of  the  Institution  be  apprised, 
that,  at  least,  a  portion  of  what  is  now  due,  is  exceedingly  needed.  The 
Board  early  found  it  imperiously  necessary  to  procure  an  additional 
amount  of  chemical  and  anatomical  apparatus,  and  they  succeeded  in 
making  several  purchases,  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances.  But 
the  expense  of  these  articles  has  been  required  to  be  met;  and  to  do  it, 
the  President  and  others  have  had  to  advance  considerable  sums.  This 
is  throwing  on  those  individuals  a  burden  which  they  ought  not  to  be 
compelled  to  bear.  The  President,  especially,  in  laboring  to  get  the  In- 
stitution into  being,  has  had  drafts  made,  not  merely  on  his  good  nacure, 
but  on  his  purse,  which  he  is  not  well  able  to  sustain  and  which  few  men 
but  himself  would  sustain,  for  the  sake  of  a  public  and  social  good. 

Those  from  whom  subscriptions  are  now  due,  are  earnestly  solicited 
to  forward  them,  of  their  own  accord,  so  as  to  supercede,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, the  expense  of  further  agency.  They  may  be  sent  by  mail,  directed 
to  Waterman  A.  Fisher,  Esq.  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board,  or  to  Prof, 
Calvin  Newton  the  President.  Remember,  friends,  the  good  old  rule, 
which  requires  of  us  what,  in  a  reciprocity  of  condition,  we  should  ex- 
pect from  others.  E.  M.  PARRITT,  Secretary  of  the  Board, 


PROCEEDINGS 

Of  an  adjourned  Meeting  of  the  Fourteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the 

New  York  State  Physo-Mcdical  Society,  held  at  the  capitol  in 

Albany,  June  12,  1849. 

Oct.  9,  1S49.  Met  according  to  adjournment.  After  the  reading  of 
the  minutes,  which  were  accepted,  the  chair  announced  the  presence  o! 
Dr.  Cutler  of  the  Medical  Institute  at  Worcester,  Mass.;  when,  on  mo- 
tion, a  committee  of  three  was  appointed  by  the  chair,  to  introduce  Dr. 
Cutler' to  the  meeting,  and  invite  him  to  take  a  seat  with  us  in  our  de- 
liberations. 

The  committee  appointed  to  lake  into  consideration  the  alteration  of 
the  plate  for  diplomas,  then  made  their  report  as  follows. 

Your  committee  on  the  alteration  of  the  plate,  would  respectfully  re- 
port, that,  owing  to  the  late  epidemic,  they  have  not  been  able  to  accom- 
plish all  that  they  intended  to  have  done,  and  would  recommend  the 
same  form,  as  is  used  by  the  Worcester  Medical  Institule,  excepting 
that  the  same  be  rendered  English  instead  of  Latin.     Accepted. 

Motion  was  then  made,  that  the  same  committee  be  continued,  and  be 
instructed  to  adopt  their  recommendation  qp  to  the  ftrm  of  the  instru- 
ment.    Carried. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  de- 
vise ways  and  means,  and  receive  subscriptions  and  donations  for  carry- 
ing into  operation  the  objects  of  the  Incorporation  of  the  Physo-medi- 
cal  Society.     E.  J.  Mattocks,  Troy;  C.  S.  Totman,  Syracuse;   P.  Lap- 
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ham,  N.  Y.  city  ;  M.  W.  Hill,  Buffalo;  C.  Thomson,  Geeldes;  A.  Mo- 
sher,  Albany;  S.  Tuthill,  were  appointed  said  committee. 

On  motion,  Dr.  Stephen  Cutler  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  was  unanimous- 
ly voted  an  honorary  member  of  this  Society. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Lapham,  Resolved,  that  Franklin  Stewart  of  Phila- 
delphia be  made  an  honorary  member  of  this  Society.  Carried  unani- 
mously.— R.  G.  Holmes,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  A.  B.  Westcott,  of 
Salisbury,  N.  Y.,  became  members,  by  subscribing  the  constitution  and 
paying  each  the  sum  of  two  dollars.  Motions  were  then  made  and  car- 
ried unanimously,  that  Dr.  Stephen  Cutler  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  and 
Franklin  Stewart  of  Philadelphia  should  each  be  presented  with  an  hon- 
orary Diploma  from  this  Society. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Russell,  Resolved,  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  ad- 
journ to  meet  at  the  capitol  in  the  city  of  Albany,  on  the  second  Tues- 
day of  June,  1850.     Carried. 

The  board  of  Censors  then  made  their  report,  recommending  R.  G. 
Holmes  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  A.  B.  Westcott  of  Salisbury,  N.  Y.,  as 
suitable  persons  to  receive  the  Diploma  of  this  Society.  When  on  mo- 
tion Diplomas  were  granted.  On  motion  of  Dr.  C.  S.  Totman,  Resolv- 
ed, that  we  welcome  the  establishment  of  the  Central  Medical  College, 
as  an  auxiliary  in  medical  reform.  No  other  business  appearing,  mo- 
tion was  made  to  adjourn,  to  the  second  Tuesday  of  June,  1850.    Carried. 

W.  B.  STANTON,  Prest.  A.  W.  Russell,  Rec.  Sec. 
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Adapted  to  the  new  Physiological  System  of  Practice,  by  John  Kost,  M-  D. 

[The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Worcester  Medical  Institu- 
tion to  report  on  the  merits  of  the  above-named  work,  give  the  followiug,  as  being, 
in  brief,  their  estimate  of  its  value.] 

This  is  an  octavo  volume  of  five  hundred  and  seventy  two  pages,  well 
bonnd  in  leaiher,  and  containing  a  large  amount  of  valuable  matter,  ar- 
ranged in  a  very  systematic  and  scientific  manner.  Though  the  work 
contains  some  errors,  which  are  attributable  to  the  printers,  yet  we  con- 
sider it  decidedly  the  best  work  ever  presented  to  those  concerned  in  the 
reform  system  of  practice.  We,  therefore,  recommend  it  to  the  consid- 
eration of  every  practitioner,  being  well  convinced  that  he  must  arise 
from  its  perusal,  a  more  thorough  and  skilful  physician. 

In  our  view,  without  this  work,  no  physician's  library  is  complete. 
Calvin  Newton,  I.  M.  Comings,  J.  Jackson,  Committee, 


35G  OUR    NEXT     VOLUME.       CONSUMPTION 


<S  h  i  1 0  r  i  a  1 . 


OUR  I\TEXT  VOLUME. 

We  are  making  arrangements  to  issue  the  next  volume  of  the  Jour- 
nal in  an  improved  dress.  We  mean,  also,  that  there  shall  be  an  equal 
amount  of  improvement  in  the  matter  embraced.  Hitherto  we  have 
done  what  we  could,  considering  that  we  have  not  merely  labored  for 
nothing,  but  paid  out  about  $100,  annually  for  the  privilege.  In  enter- 
in  or  on  the  editorial  labors  of  another  year,  we  expect  able  assistance 
from  such  as  are  competent  to  render  the  Journal  what  it  should  be,  as 
a  professional  organ.  We,  therefore,  look  to  our  subscribers  and  patrons 
to  give  us  their  continued  and  increased  support. 

Many  of  our  readers  have  expressed  a  desire,  that  the  work  shall  as- 
sume more  of  a  professional  character,  or  be  filled  mainly  with  such 
matter  as  shall  throw  light  directly  on  the  nature  and  proper  treatment 
of  disease.  To  accomplish  this  object,  and  yet  not  be  dry  and  uninter- 
esting to  common  readers,  is,  perhaps,  a  difficult  task.  We,  however, 
believe  it  can  be  done,  and  we  shall  attempt  to  do  it.  We  know,  that 
such  non-professional  readers  as  have  any  care  for  their  health  and  com- 
fort, must  be  interested  in  a  scientific  representation  of  the  pathology  of 
particular  diseases,  and  of  the  modus  operandi  of  remedies.  We  are 
not  willing  to  believe,  that  the  whole  world  are  so  given  to  nonsense, 
that  many  will  not  be  willing  to  inform  themselves  on  matters  of  more 
real  importance  to  them,  than  every  other  earthly  thing.  It  is  our  in- 
tention to  give,  in  each  number  of  the  Journal,  an  accurate  description 
of  the  prominent  symptoms,  the  correct  pathology,  and  the  proper  treat* 
ment,  of,  at  least,  some  one  important  disease, — perhaps  several. 


CONSUMPTION. 

We  have  been  kindly  favored,  by  the  author,  with  a  copy  of  "  A 
Practical  Treatise  on  the  Cause,  Prevention,  and  Treatment  of  Con- 
sumption, by  F.  T.  Albee,  M.  D."  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  From  the  hasty 
perusal  which  only  we  have  had  time  to  give  this  little  work,  we  are  pre- 
pared to  say,  that  it  contains  some  valuable  suggestions  in  regard  to  the 
pathology  of  phthisis,  and  the  most  proper  prophylactic  and  curative 
treatment.  We  have  no  personal  acquaintance  with  the  author,  but 
understand  him  to  be  a  graduate  of  one  of  our  Allopathic  Colleges. 
His  book,  however,  shows  him  to  be  in  favor  of  a  radical  reform  in 
medical  practice;     and,  in   a  letter  of  recent  date,   addressed  to  us. 
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speaking  of  cholera,  he  says,  "I  am  much  inclined  to  think  that  your 
fraternity's  method  of  treating  cholera  is  preferable  to  others." 

We  might  subjoin  numerous  extracts  which  would  be  interesting  and 
profitable  to  our  readers.  We  have  time  and  space,  however,  only  for 
the  following.     Speaking  of  different  remedies,  he    says, 

"  Vegetable  medicines  have  an  affinity  for  the  organism  of  the  human 
body;  they  combine  with  the  elements  of  the  food,  and  exert  a  heathful 
influence  upon  the  system,  while  calomel  poisons,  blanches,  and  wastes 
it  like  famine. 

Foolish  man  explores  the  bowels  of  the  earth  in  quest  of  pure  abstract 
mineral  poisons,  to  heal  the  sick  and  eradicate  disease  from  a  living 
organized  human  being,  for  which  there  is  no  more  analogy  in  nature, 
than  human  brains  in  a  block  of  granite.'5 

Again,  describing  tuberculous  consumption,  he  asks,  "  Is  this  form  of 
disease  curable  ?"   and  then  remarks, 

t(  Lannec  says,  '  It  is  now  the  opinion  of  all  well  informed  patholo- 
gists, that  tubercular  affections  like  cancer  are  absolutely  incurable.' 

1  can  distintctly  aver,  however,  says  Dr.  Good,  that  I  have  seen  it 
(tuberculus  consumption)  terminate  favorably  in  one  or  two  instances 
where  the  patient  appeared  to  be  in  the  last  stage  of  consumption  with 
a  pint  and  a  half  of  pus  and  purulent  mucus  expectorated  daily,  exhaust- 
ing night  sweats,  and  anasarca  ;  but,  whether  from  the  treatment  pursued 
or  a  remedial  exertion  of  nature,  I  will  not  undertake  to  say. 

Dr.  Parr,  also,  that  great  light  of  medical  literature,  affirms  that  he 
has  witnessed  six  cases  of  decided  consumption  recover  spontaneously. 
—Good,  Vol.  11,  Pages  38-9. 

The  above  quotations  show  how  little  confidence  the  most  popular 
old-school  physicians  have  in  their  own  medicines. 

They  have  sometimes  seen  the  worst  forms  of  consumption  recovered 
from,  yet  they  are  too  modest  to  say  that  their  medicines  did  any  good  ! 

And  is  to  be  wondered  at,  that  these  learned  theorists  should  be  dis- 
appointed, when  they  know  that  their  medicines  are  rank  poisons,  and 
would  soon  blanche,  to  the  paleness  of  death,  the  most  heathful  constitu- 
tion? 

The  greatest  wonder  in  the  world  is,  that  nature  has  ever  fought  her 
way  through  the  immense  poisonings  and  druggings,  and  finally  recov- 
ered. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  form  of  disease,  we  must  be  sure  and  do 
nothing  that  shall  infringe  on  the  rights  of  nature,  or,  in  other  words, 
we  should  not  rob  her  of  her  native  vantage  ground. 

It  is  a  law  in  physiology  that  each  vital  organ  is  endowed  with  an 
excess  of  power  beyond  what  is  really  required  for  the  support  of  life  in 
a  state  of  health. 

The  great  object  of  1  his  excess  seems  to  be  for  the  purposes  of  enjoy- 
ment in  health,  to  defend  from  disease,  or  to  recover  from  disease  after 
depredation  on  the  organs  have  been  actually  committed. 

Now  suppose  this  excess  of  power  in  the  lungs  is  one  third,  (and  it 
is,)  it  would  follow  that,  provided  the  rest  was  perfectly  sound,  one  third 
of  the  lungs  might  be  wasted  by  tubercle  and  the  patient  might  live. 


353  CONSUMPTION. 

If  only  one  fourth  were  wasted,  he  might  recover,  because  there 
would  yet  remain  one  fourth  of  the  excess  for  nature's  use  for  recovery. 

But  as  the  blood  circulates  through  all  the  parts  of  the  lungs  and  the 
absorbents  commence  in  all  parts  of  them,  it  is  impossible  for  any  one 
portion  of  them  to  be  much  affected  without  throwing  its  influence  upon 
those  parts,  so  that  in  fact  we  must  reason  in  a  different  manner,  from 
functions  instead  of  organs. 

Suppose, then,  that  tuberculous  matter  or  other  obstructions  impede  less 
than  one  third  of  the  functions  of  the  lun^s;  it  is  evident  that  the  efforts 
of  nature,  especially  if  aided  and  not  hindered  by  poisons,  may  remove 
the  obstructions  and  restore  the  functions. 

These  views  premised,  it  will  be  seen  how  needful  it  is  to  give  nc 
medicines  that  shall  have  a  tendency  to  rob  nature  of  the  materials  of 
her  own  citadel,  by  which  she  compensates  for  the  waste  of  disease,  and 
builds  up  the  system  that  is  enfeebled  by  consumption. 

Treatment. — There  is  no  specific  for  consumption;  and,  if  one  thing 
is  better  than  another,  it  is  because  it  is  better  calculated  to  purify  the 
system. 

Bleeding  in  no  instance  should  be  tolerated,  as  it  weakens  the  system. 

It  is  now  admitted  amoncr  all  pathologists,  that  blood-lettinor  and 
all  poisons  directly  reduce  the  vitality  of  the  system  ;  and,  among  all 
the  life-sapping,  and  life-destroying  agents,  bleeding  and  calomel  are  the 
worst. 

Hence  there  is  not  a  more  fruitful  source  of  consumption  among  civ- 
ilized men,  than  the  ultra  old-school  practice. 

This  is  a  hard  saying,  but  it  is  the  truth,  the  best  informed  physicians 
of  the  old  school  being  judges. — (  IVaterkouse,  Graham,  and  Chapman.)'' 

In  the  range  wmich  the  author  has  given  to  his  remarks,  he  embraces 
some  things  other  than  simple  phthisis  ;  and,  speaking  of  the  Vegetable 
Practice,  he  says, 

"It  is  sometimes  said,  that  the  advocates  of  the  vegetable  practice 
have  but  few  medicines,  and  some  have  even  urged  this  as  an  objection 
to  its  superior  claim.  But  suppose  that  to  be  true,  viz.,  that  their  pre- 
scriptions are  few,  as  long  as  facts  show  its  superior  success  to  all  other 
modes  of  treatment ;   its  simplicity  should  commend  it. 

But  the  medicines  of  the  vegetable  practice  are  not  few.  Nature  is 
abundant  in  medicinal  productions,  and  on  every  green  hill  top,  in  every 
dense  forest,  and  in  every  balmy  valley,  and  at  the  side  of  every  stream- 
let and  gushing  fountain,  are  found  plants  as  various  in  their  action  as 
are  the  diseases  of  the  human  system,  and  more  numerous  than  beings 
that  people  the  globe.  And  he  that  with  the  most  assiduity  applies  him- 
self to  the  study  and  application  of  those  medicines  in  the  treatment  of 
disease,  will  have  accomplished  the  most  good  in  the  healing  art. 

People  are  now  being  enlightened,  and  they  wish  to  know  what  their 
medicines  are,  when  they  take  them. — And  they  have  a  right  to  know. 
Why  should  they  not  ?  The  time  was  once  when  the  patient  must  shut 
his  eyes  and  swallow  the  dose.  It  is  not  so  now  with  all  ;  they  prefer 
to  swaliow  the  dose  with  open  eyes,  and  know  the  nature  and  mode  of 
action  of  their  prescriptions. 
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The  first  case  which  I  quote  in  proof  of  the  above  position,  is  a  case 
of  scrofula  in  the  child  of  Mrs.  Polly  Franklin,  of  Valley  Falls,  R.  I. 

For  three  years  and  upwards,  the  most  eminent  old-school  doctors  in 
the  state,  had  tried  their  skill  at  different  times  to  cure  the  child. 

It  was  a  well  marked  development  of  the  most  obstinate  form  of 
scrofula. 

When  I  first  saw  the  child,  his  eyes  were  so  inflamed  that  he  could 
not  see,  and  the  entire  head  and  face  were  enveloped  in  loathsome  run- 
ning sores. 

The  child  was  the  greatest  object  of  pity  that  I  ever  saw. 

I  took  the  child  as  my  patient,  and  in  a  kw  weeks  afterwards  its  moth- 
er handed  me  the  following  certficate. 

'  This  certifies  that  my  child,  Leonardis,  has  been  subject  to  an  afflictive  disease, 
called  by  physicians  scrofula,  ever  since  he  was  six  months  old,  and  is  now  nearly 
four  years. 

1  have  been  to  great  expense  in  medical  aid,  employed  the  most  eminent  doctors 
in  Providence  and  Pawtucket,  and  all  without  any  known  benefit. 

The  inflammation  extended  from  his  eyes  to  his  ears  at  times,  and  at  last  devel- 
oped itself  in  loathsome  running  sores. 

Having  been  at  so  much  expense  without  benefit,  I  had  made  up  my  mind  to  do 
no  more,  when  Dr.  Albee  proposed  to  cure  him  for  a  certain  sum  ;  and  in  this  I  am 
most  happily  disappointed,  as  it  is  now  only  six  weeks  since  Dr.  Albee  commenced 
the  cure,  and  he  appears  at  this  time  to  be  perfectly  cured  of  this  humor,  and  his 
eyes  are  entirely  well. 

Dr.  Albee's  bill  was  reasonable,  (only  three  dollars,)  and  I  feel  it  a  pleasure  to 
recommend  him,  not  only  as  a  skilful  and  successful  physician,  but  as  a  gentleman 
and  a  friend  to  the  afflicted.  POLLY  FRANKLIN,  Valley  Falls,  R.  I.' 

Now  reader  mark  this  :  the  lady  above  had  paid  away  all  she  had  earn- 
edfor  some  three  years,  to  cancel  eminent  doctors  bills,  and  all,  as  she 
says,  'without  any  known  benefit.' 

And  yet,  after  the  case  was  abandoned  as  hopeless,  by  a  different 
practice,  by  vegetable  medicines  the  child  was  cured  for  three  dollars. 

Some  time  about  the  28th  of  April  last,  Mrs.  E.  A.  Clark  was  much 
afflicted  with  a  difficult  lung  complaint;  a  troublesome  cough  charac- 
terized it,  with  spitting  of  blood.  She  is  evidently  of  a  scrofulous  di- 
athesis, as  was  seen  by  a  large  swelling  of  the  glands  of  her  neck. 

I  put  her  upon  a  course  of  treatment  which  was  no  inconvenience  to 
her ;  and  she  just  now  called  at  my  office  and  left  the  following  certificate. 

'Last  Spring  1  had  a  dry  hacking  cough,  with  tightness  across  the  chest,  and 
occasional  spitting  of  blood. 

My  troublesome  cough  and  spitting  of  blood  measureably  left  me  on  following 
Dr.  Albee's  advice ;  and  a  large  troublesome  scrofulous  swelling  on  my  neck  is 
mostly  gone,  and  from  the  good  effects  of  his  medicines  1  can  cheerfully  recom- 
mend him  to  the  afflicted.' 

I  cite  one  more  case.  I  was  called  to  see  a  child  of  T.  A.  Inman's 
in  East  Douglas.  It  was  an  abandoned  case  ; — had  been  treated  by  two 
eminent  old-school  doctors  nine  months. 

When  I  saw  the  case  at  first,  it  did  certainly  seem  doubtful.  My 
friends  advised  me  not  to  hazard  my  reputation  on  so  doubtful  a  case, 
while  the  friends  of  the  old-school  doctors  riduculed  my  presumption  in 
giving  encouragement  to  its  parents  of  the  ch  Id's  recovery. 
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In  a  few  months  afterwards,  they  kindly  gave  me  the  following  cer- 
tificate. 

'  East  Douglass,  Dec.  Gth,  1647. 

For  the  good  of  the  suffering,  and  to  express  our  gratitude  to  Dr.  F.  T.  Albee, 
of  Woonsocket,  Ii.  1.,  we  esteem  it  a  privilege  to  make  the  following  statements. 
Our  little  son  about  two  years  old,  was  seized  with  a  disease  called  by  attendant 
physicians,  the  rickets;  connected  with  which,  was  also  a  wasting  diarrhoea  which 
continued  a  number  of  months.  We  called  our  family  physician, — he  attended  to 
his  case  some  five  or  six  months,  and  under  his  treatment  he  got  no  better  but  con- 
tinued to  grow  worse.     His  strength  failed,  and  his  flesh  wasted  like  the  dew. 

Dismissing  our  former  physician,  we  called  Dr.  S.,  a  man  of  much  celebrity  for 
such  diseases.  Dr.  S.  attended  him  three  months,  and,  as  we  inferred,  looked  upon 
the  case  as  quite  hopeless.  Under  his  treatment  there  was  no  alteration  except 
that  of  growing  worse.  The  child  had  formerly  been  healthy — ran  alone — but  now 
it  could  not  stand,  or  scarcely  sit.  We  thought,  to  all  appearance,  death  would 
soon  close  the  scene. 

The  sufferings  of  the  child  were  indescribable.  His  moans  were  piercing  to  a 
parent's  heart. 

In  this  hour  of  almost  hopeless  despair,  we  called  Dr.  Albee  to  attend  upon  the 
child.  He  bid  us  lay  by  all  former  medicine,  and  marked  out  a  course  which  we 
strictly  followed.  There  was  an  evident  improvement  the  first  week,  and,  in  less 
than  two  months,  the  child  was  freed  from  all  disease,  and  restored  to  perfest  sound- 
ness. It  is  now  some  six  months  since  Dr.  A.  was  first  called  ;  and,  to  our  great  sat- 
isfaction, we  now  see  our  little  boy  as  rosy  and  fair,  and  as  healthy,  as  any  other 
child.     The  child  is  free  from  all  deformity. 

Dr.  A's  bill  was  reasonable.  We  feel  much  gratitude  to  Dr.  A.  for  his  knd  at- 
tention and  successful  treatmsnt  in  the  above  case. 

We  are  pleased  to  recommend  him  to  the  favor  of  the  afflicted,  not  only  as  a 
skilful  and  prudent  Physician,  but  as  a  gentleman,  and  as  a  thorough  scholar  in  the 
profession.  He  possesses  the  best  recommendations  as  to  his  skill  and  scholaiship, 
both  from  the  College  trom  whence  he  graduated,  and  from  those  whom  he  has 
successfully  treated  in  similar  and  dissimilar  complaints  as  above. 

Witness  :  THOMAS  A.  INMAN, 

PHEBY  INMAN. 

We  being  in  the  same  house  state  the  above  to  be  true.  •* 

FRANCIS  A.  HARRINGTON, 
MARY  T.  HARRINGTON.' 

As  my  space  is  about  occupied  in  this  book,  I  must  refrain  from  ci- 
ting more  cases  of  this  kind.  Besides,  the  above  are  sufficient  to  es- 
tablish the  superior  success  of  the  vegetable  practice  in  the  judgment 
of  every  candid  mind." 

We  heartily  wish  the  doctor  success  in  his  efforts  to  batter  down  the 
old  poisoning  system  of  medication,  and  to  establish  a  more  consistent 
and  an  innocent  one. 


CENTRAL  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

We  are  pleased  to  hear,  that  the  present  Term  of  this  College,  now 
established  at  Syracuse,  N,  Y.,  has  opened  under  flattering  auspices. 
More  than  fifty  students  have  matriculated,  and  others  are  expected. 
Success  to  their  enterprise. 
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MEDICAL  LIBERALITY. 

BY  PROF.  I.  M.  COMINGS. 

The  present  is  an  age  of  improvement,  and  there  is  no  denying  the 
fact,  that  the  science  of  medicine,  as  well  as  other  useful  sciences,  is 
on  the  advmce.  The  various  medical  reforms  and  theories  of  the  day, 
though  many  of  them  may  be  ultra,  as  all  successful  reforms  are,  yet  all 
have  a  tendency  to  elicit  the  truth ;  and  they  will  gradually  bring  this 
science  as  near  perfection  as  will  be  in  the  power  of  finite  man. 

The  theories  and  subsequent  practices  of  Thomson,  Priessnitz,  Hah- 
nemann, Sherwood,  and  others,  all  have  more  or  less  truth,  mixed,  it 
may  be,  with  error  ;  for  the  success  which  attends  these  various  systems 
proves  conclusively  that  there  is  in  them  much  that  will  bear  the  test  of 
investigation,  and  will  ultimately  be  acknowledged   by  the  world. 

It  becomes  us,  therefore,  as  reformers,  to  lay  aside  our  bigotry,  and  to 
open  our  minds  to  conviction,  whenever  truth  is  presented  to  us  corrob- 
orated by  facts,  reason,  and  good  sense. 

The  greatest  errors  of  Thomson  arose  from  his  bigotry,  ignorance,  and 
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selfishness.  But  these  errors  ought  not,  in  the  least,  to  militate  against 
the  reform  which  he  commenced.  Nor  should  the  community  be  preju- 
diced against  the  system  or  practice,  because  the  founder  was  deficient 
in  many  points.  In  like  manner,  it  is  not  a  sufficient  reason  for  our  dis- 
believing many  of  the  notions  of  Pi  iessnitz  and  others,  that  in  some 
things  they  are  ultra,  or  hold  to  erroneous  notions.  The  Truth  rs  what 
we  want,  let  it  emanate  from  whatever  source  it  may.  Facts,  those 
"stubborn  things,"  that  cannot  be  resisted,  are  what  we  desire.  It  is 
encouraging,  therefore,  to  witness  the  success  which  is  everywhere  fol- 
lowing the  various  reformed  medical  systems  of  the  day.  It  proves  con- 
clusively two  things  :  firs1,  that  the.  Allopathic  system  is  waning;  and, 
secondly,  that  there  is  utility  in  the  reforms  that  are  so  popular  and  suc- 
cessful. 

The  ground  which  we  occupy,  as  reformers,  seems  to  include  all  that 
is  reallv  valuable  in  every  system.  So  far  as  Hydropathy  is  concerned, 
it  is  altogether  physo-medical,  and,  in  every  resj  ect,  in  perfect  accord- 
ance with  the  notions  we  entertain,  so  far  as  it  goes  in  the  healing  pro- 
cess. We  only  add  other  medicinal  agents,  when  the  wants  of  the  sys- 
tem require  it,  or  when  the  powers  of  life  are  slow,  and  need  a  natural 
stimulus. 

The  Homoeopathic  system,  in  its  diatetic  rules,  and  in  its  opposition 
to  bleeding  and  other  depleting  agents,  is  in  perfecr  agreement  with  the 
views  we  entertain  ;  and,  if  the  advocates  of  Homoeopathy  will  follow  strict- 
ly the  directi  >ns  of  Hahnemann,  we  cannot  believe  the  dose  will  e\er  be 
deleterious,  even  if  it  be  arsenic,  nux  vomica,  calomel,  or  the  like.  It 
must  be  nature  which  effects  th«  cure  ;  and,  as  we  rely  on  the  powers  of 
nature,  and  such  assistance  as  we  can  give  her,  we  must  believe  that  the 
Homoeopathist  is  far  more  successful  than  the  Allopathist ;  and  the  stat- 
istics of  success  will  prove  this. 

Sherwood's  system  is  a  complete  auxiliary  to  ours,  and  does  not,  in 
any  respect,  militate  against  a  single  principle  which  we  advocate.  The 
same  remarks  will  also  apply  to  Kellev's  Analytic  system.  Though  his 
notions  are  yet  somewhat  crude  and  undigested,  yet  they  accord,  in 
many  respects,  with  those  we  teach. 

We  cannot  help  thinking,  therefore,  that  we  stand  on  the  most  eligible 
ground,  as  medical  reformers  ;  and  that  we  have  only  to  adhere  closely 
to  our  principles,  and  maintain  an  independence  of  thought  and  action. 
We  must  throw  aside  our  bigotry;  call  no  man  master  ;  discountenance 
old  authority,  unless  it  is  corroborated  by  facts  and  experience;  show 
ourselves  ready  to  "seize  upon  truth  wherever  found." 

In  accordance  with  these  notions,  there  is  a  resolution  to  establish  a 
chair  of  Hydropathy  in  the  Worcester  Medical  Institution,— a  resolution 
which  passed  unanimously,  and  shows  that  our  Board  possess  that  liberal 
spirit  which  will  ever  be  appreciated  by  an  enlightened  community. 

Our  Hydropathic  friends  can  now  have  the  opportunity  of  attending 
the  Lectures  of  some  distinguished  gentleman  on  that  branch,  (as  the 
committee  are  now  making  efforts  to  secure  the  services  of  some  one,) 
as  well  as  the  facilities  of  graduation,  &c.  We  sincerely  hope  that  those 
young  gentlemen  who  contemplate  entering  the  profession  as  Hydropath- 
ists,  will  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunities  now  presented  in  our  In~ 
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stitution.  It,  also,  increases  the  facilities  of  our  own  students,  who  will 
thus  become  acquainted  with  the  theory  of  this  auxiliary,  which  we  have 
always  so  highly  appreciated. 

Our  Board  have  also  opened  the  doors  of  our  College  to  those  indigent 
young  men  who  might  otherwise  be  prevented,  by  deficiency  in  pecuniary 
means,  from  entering  the  profession.  One  student  from  each  Congres- 
sional District  in  this  State  (eight)  may  now  be  admitted  gratis  to  the 
Lectures  We  hope,  if  there  are  any  of  this  class,  who  are  anxious  10  at- 
tend our  Lectures,  that  they  will  immediately  inform  our  President,  and 
thus  secure  the  privilege  before  it  is  too  late. 

Worcester,  Nov.,  ]»49. 


HUMBUGS. 

Mr.  Editor: — It  is  often  said,  and  frequently  with  truth,  "  that  a 
man  is  known  by  the  company  he  keeps,•,,  and,  though  it  is  mortifying 
in  the  extreme,  yet,  a  love  of  truth  and  a  s  rise  of  duty  often  compel  us, 
when  questions  of  science  are  at  issue  between  regular  physicians  and 
those  who  are  termed  q  i  icks,  to  take  sides  wi  h  the  latter.  To  say,  that 
we  as  often  find  truth  among  the  ignorant  as  among  the  learned,  may 
savor  of  paradox;  but  it  must  be  recollected,  in  relation  to  this  matter 
of  learning,  that  a  man  may  learn  much  and  yet  know  but  little.  He 
may  learn  error  as  well  as  truth, — false  dogmas  as  well  as  true  princi- 
ples. Thus,  if  two  persons  should  start  from  the  same  point  at  the  same 
time,  to  journey  to  the  goal  of  truth,  the  genius  of  the  twain  might  im- 
agine he  saw  the  right  road  very  clearly,  and  travel  rapidly  on,  while  the 
ignoramus  could  not  see  the  way  at  all,  and  would  remain  stationary. 
And,  at  the  end  of  a  given  time,  it  might  be  discovered  that  genius  had 
got  upon  the  wrong  track;  so  that,  though  he  has  had  some  experience 
of  which  the  other  cannot  boast,  yet,  in  reality  is  he  farther  from  the  de- 
sired point  than  he  who  had  been  groping  about  in  the  dark.  The  med- 
ical student  who  pursues  the  regular  routine  of  a  scientific  education 
and  comes  out  "armed  and  equipped,"  (to  borrow  a  military  phrasf ,)  that 
is  to  say,  armed  with  the  lancet  and  equipped  with  calomel,  commences 
his  career  of  study,  in  the  learning  of  supposed  principles,  assumed 
theories,  presumed  laws  of  the  animal  economy,  and  false  doctrines, 
which  it  is  the  fortune  of  few  ever  to  entirely  eradicate  from  their  brains 
afterwards,  and  which  those  who  possess  little  originality  of  mind,  and 
are  not  capable  of  investigating  first  principles,  would  never  attempt, 
whatever  might  be  their  amount  of  experience  in  after  life,  or  the  results 
of  the  application  of  their  acquired  theories  in  practice.  This  view  of 
the  case,  a  supposed  one,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  shows  us  how  it  is 
possible  for  the  empiric  to  know  just  as  much  as  the  accredited  profes- 
sional gentleman.  The  very  existence  of  quackery,  or  at  least  its  general 
prevalence  and  support,  proves  conclusively  that  the  science  of  medicine 
is  lamentably  wrong  somewhere.  duackery  abounds  all  over  the  land, 
and  its  advocates  are  increasing  with  fearful  rapidity.    The  prescriptions 
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of  empirics  are  taken  with  more  confidence,  at  least  of  exemption  from 
injury,  than  those  of  the  educated  physician,  even  by  those  who  know 
them  to  be  absolute  ignoramuses,  and  their  pretensions  mere  bombastic 
sounds.  The  Faculty  have  not  been  wanting  in  zeal,  eloquence,  or 
ability,  in  warning  the  people  against  the  consequences  of  using  med- 
icines and  nostrums,  prepared  by  ignorant  pretenders,  who  understand 
neither  anatomy  nor  Latin  technicality.  They  have  not  failed  to  descant 
severely  upon  the  practice  of  some  individuals,  holding  high  positions  in 
society,  of  buying,  using,  and  certifying  to  the  good  effects  of  nostrums, 
and  patent  preparations  of  ignorant  and  irresponsible  persons.  But, 
after  all  the  lamentations  that  have  been  openly  uttered  or  covertly 
experienced,  that  Brandreth's,  the  Indian  Vegetable  or  Tomato  Pills,  or 
Pease's,  or  King's  Hoarhound  Candy,  or  Bristol's,  Sands',  or  Townsend's 
Sarsaparilla,  or  Ronand's  Tonic  Mixture,  Swain's  Panacea,  or  Taylor's 
Balsam  of  Liverwort,  or  Schenk's  Pulmonic  Syrup,  or  the  extract  of  Wa- 
hoo,  or  any  other  hoo,  should  bring  their  several  inventors  and  pro- 
prietors princely  fortunes  in  some  cases  ;  yet,  in  my  opinion,  they  do  not 
fully  understand  the  cause  why  this  is  so,  and  hence  ail  their  efforts  to 
remove  the  evil  must  necessarily  prove  unsuccessful.  Now,  one  cause 
of  the  want  of  success,  is  the  fact,  that  the  Faculty  or  its  members  are 
constantly  engaged  in  this  species  of  quackery,  by  recommending  these 
very  nostrums  to  their  patients,  thus  encouraging  their  sale,  and  assisting 
to  rear  a  structure  which  they  professedly  are  anxious  to  destroy. 
Paterson,  N.  J.,  June,  1849.  L.  H.  Borden. 
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[The  following,  intended  as  a  private  letter,  has  been  handed  us  for  publica- 
tion.— Ed.] 

Respected  Cousin  : — At  your  request  I  send  a  statement  of  my  case, 
which  I  should  have  done  before  this,  had  I  felt  sufficiently  able. 

I  have  commenced  at  the  time  I  was  first  taken  ill,  thinking  that  you 
would  form  a  more  correct  idea  how  my  system  has  been  disea.-ed,  and 
the  effect  which  medicine  has  produced.  My  complaint,  you  are  well 
aware,  is  an  affection  of  thn  spinal  cord  and  nerves;  and  all  my  physi- 
cians now  agree,  that  that  has  been  the  whole  cause  of  my  illness  from 
the  commencement,  brought  on  by  my  ride  to  Pownal  on  the  frozen 
ground,  and  taking  cold.  I  enjoyed  good  health  up  to  the  time  I  left 
home,  and  my  health  began  to  fail  immediately  afterwards. 

During  the  summer  and  fall  of  1835,  my  health  continued  to  decline, 
attended  at  first  with  a  dull  heavy  pain  in  the  head,  which  continued  to 
increase, — appetite  poor,  constipation  of  the  bowels,  frequent  hemorrhage 
from  the  nose,  and  some  pain  in  the  left  side.  As  cold  weather  came 
on,  my  complaints  began  to  assume  a  more  serious  aspect.  The  pain  in 
the  head  became  constant ;  being  more  comfortable  in  the  morning,  but 
continuing  to  increase  during  the  day,  and.  from  sunset  till  about  mid- 
night, very  severe.     There  was  coldness  of  the  extremities;  difficulty  of 
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breathing;  great  weakness  about  the  chest,  so  as  to  entirely  prevent  my 
reading  aloud  ;  no  appetite  whatever ;  what  little  food  I  took  frequently 
distressed  me  ;  and  it  was  seldom  that  the  bowels  moved  oftener  than 
once  in  from  three  to  six  days.  In  November  I  was  placed  under  the 
care  of  a  physician,  who  attended  me  a  year  and  a  half;  and,  during  that 
time,  he  had  the  advice  of  several  other  physicians;  but  all  to  no  pur- 
pose. From  the  first,  no  medicine  had  the  desired  effect.  The  most 
powerful  emetics  and  cathartics  would  distress  and  reduce  me  very  much, 
without  producing  the  natural  operations,  and  it  would  take  me  a  long 
time  to  recover  from  their  effects.  I  could  not  bear  tonic  medicines  of 
any  kind,  and  any  thing  else  seemed  to  have  no  effect  whatever.  At 
length  my  physician  plainly  told  me,  that  there  was  such  a  deficiency  of 
action  in  the  system,  that  medicine  would  be  of  no  use  to  me. 

The  two  succeeding  years  I  took  but  little  medicine  of  any  kind,  and 
remained  about  the  same ;  but,  if  there  was  any  difference,  I  was  rather 
more  comfortable. 

At  length,  growing  weary  of  remaining  so  long  in  such  a  situation, 
the  prospect  being  no  better  for  the  future,  I  felt  anxious  to  make  a  trial 
of  the  Thomsonian  remedies;  for  I  thought  if  anything  would  be  likely 
to  arouse  the  system  into  natural  action,  it  must  be  those  warming  med- 
icines. Accordingly,  I  was  carried  to  Bennington,  and  placed  under  the 
care  of  Dr.  Wilcox.  After  examining  my  case,  he  gave  great  encour- 
agement of  my  soon  being  restored  to  health.  1  remained  under  his 
care  three  months.  For  the  first  six  weeks,  I  continued  about  the  same; 
so  that  a  part  of  the  time  I  could  take  two  courses  of  medicine  in  a  week. 
But,  during  the  latter  part,  they  operated  much  more  severely,  and  could 
not  be  repeated  oftener  than  once  in  two  weeks,  and  all  this  time  I  grew 
worse.  A  dry  hacking  cough,  which  at  times  I  had  previously  been 
troubled  with,  now  came  on  very  severe.  My  side  was  now  very  trouble- 
some, so  that  I  could  not  lie  on  it  at  all,  which  had  never  been  tl  e  case 
before.  Previously  to  this,  my  food  caused  distress  in  the  stomach  the 
greater  part  of  the  time;  but  now  the  distress  was  constant,  and  much 
more  severe.  It  would  irritate  the  nerves  of  the  stomach,  and  produce  a 
beating  similar  to  the  palpitation  of  the  heart,  which  would  last  about  an 
hour,  with  difficulty  of  breathing, — the  p  tin  in  the  head  being  much  in- 
creased. A  council  of  physicians  was  called,  and  the  most  thorough 
treatment  persevered  in.  Aside  from  the  vapor  bath,  nothing  produced 
the  least  moisture  on  the  skin.  Even  taking  cayenne  in  tea-spoonful 
doses  once  an  hour,  for  several  days  previously  to  a  course  of  medicine, 
being  thoroughly  bathed  with  hot  drop>  made  thick  with  cayenne,  and 
being  wrapped  in  flannels  on  coming  out  of  the  bath,  with  a  hot  stone  at 
the  feer,  would  not  keep  the  extremities  warm  one  hour.  Al  length,  he 
admitted  that  he  could  not  help  me,  and  pronounced  my  case  consump- 
tion. The  vapor  bath  seemed  to  produce  an  unfavorable  effect,  and  was 
given  up.  The  doctor  supposed  the  reason  why  I  was  so  insensible  to 
the  effect  of  medicine,  was.  that  the  stomach  was  completely  lined  (as 
Dr.  Thomson  uses  the  term)  with  a  false  membrane,  so  that  no  medicine 
could  act  upon  it.  The  principal  object  he  had  in  view  was  to  adminis- 
ter those  medicines  that  would  be  most  likely  to  effect  the  removal  of 
this  difficulty.       But  the  experience  of  the  past  year  has  proved  that  it 
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was  in  consequence  of  those  nerves  that  lead  from  the  spine  to  the  stom- 
ach being  diseased,  so  that  they  ceased  to  perform  the  office  assigned 

them       I  returned  from  B late   in  the  fall.      During  the  winter,  I 

continued  about  the  same,  with  little  or  no  alteration,  except  that  the 
distress  in  the  stomach,  caused  by  food,  seemed  to  relax  a  little.  When 
spring  opened,  I  began  to  be  more  comfortable.  My  cough  began  to 
wear  slowly  away,  and  there  appeared  to  be  a  slight  change  in  the  cir- 
culation for  the  better.  This  was  all  the  difference  that  could  be  per- 
ceived. I  continued  to  gain  through  the  summer;  my  cough  entirely 
disappeared;  and,  when  the  year  came  around,  I  was,  in  general,  as  com- 
fortable as  I  had  been  before  I  commenced  taking  the  Thomsonian 
medicines.  And  from  that  time  I  appeared  to  be  gaining,  although  so 
slowly,  that  it  was  scarcely  perceptible.  For  nearly  two  years  after  this, 
I  suffered  as  much  with  my  head  as  I  had  previously  done;  but  the  pain 
began  to  be  irregular,  some  part  of  the  time  it  being  more  severe  in  the 
morning,  and  less  in  the  afternoon,  which  had  never  been  the  case  be- 
fore. As  that  began  to  decrease,  my  side  and  breathing  gradually  be- 
came better ;  I  took  my  food  with  a  little  more  relish,  and  was  better  on 
every  account.  I  took  no  medicine  of  any  kind,  after  I  left  Bennington, 
for  nearly  five  years.  Though  I  gained  slowly,  yet  my  anticipations 
were  strong  that,  in  time,  I  should  wear  out  my  diseass  and  enjoy  good 
health. 

From  the  commencement  of  my  illnes  it  affected  me  seriously  to  ride, 
and  my  physician  advised  me  to  give  it  up  till  I  should  have  gained 
more  strength.  I  continued  to  ride  more  or  less  every  season,  thinking 
that,  after  some  time,  I  should  become  accustomed  to  it,  and  be  able  to 
bear  it  better;  but  it  was  not  so.  After  my  health  became  decidedly 
improved,  the  difficulty,  instead  of  diminishing,  continued  to  increase. 
At  times,  when  I  was  the  most  comfortable,  only  riding  a  mile  or  two  in 
an  easy  carriage  would  so  affect  me,  that  it  would  take  a  number  of  days 
for  me  to  recover.  It  would  greatiy  increase  the  distress  in  my  head, 
and  the  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  destroy  what  little  appetite  I  had. 
The  action  of  the  bowels  was  lessened.  The  effect  was  also  as  visible  in 
the  circulation  of  the  blood  as  in  any  other  part.  The  coldness  of  the 
extremities' was  increased,  and  a  general  weakness  throughout  the  sys- 
tem produced.  It  now  became  evident  that  the  difficulty  must  proceed 
from  some  other  cause  than  weakness.  On  my  consulting  a  physician, 
he  said  that  it  must  proceed  from  an  affection  of  the  spine,  which,  upon 
examination,  proved  to  be  the  case.  He  s  tid  that  the  chief  dependence 
in  curing  this  complaint  must  be  outward  applications  ;  and  he  recom- 
mended blistering,  which  I  followed  faithfully  more  than  four  months, 
without  receiving  any  benefit  whatsoever.  He  then  advised  setons  or 
issues;  but,  as  I  had  derived  no  benefit  from  the  former  application,  I 
had  no  encouragement  to  try  the  latter.  This  was  in  the  fall  of  1843. 
I  remained  comfortable  till  last  winter;  but  the  disease  had  gradaally 
been  on  the  gain.  The  spine:  was  more  easily  irritated  by  exercise,  par- 
ticularly by  riding,  which  would  bring  on  the  pain  in  those  parts  which 
were  diseased,  attended  with  great  heat.  I  made  use  of  no  application 
till  last  winter,  when  my  ride  to  Lenox,  and  other  exercise  which  I  took 
at  the  time  of  my  sister's  house  being  on  fire,  completely  prostrated  me. 
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The  greater  part  of  the  spine  is  affected,  commencing  at  the  head,  ex- 
tending below  the  waist,  and  from  the  small  of  the  back  down.  The 
amount  of  pain  I  suffer  depends  upon  the  amount  of  exercise  I  take- 
Any  exercise  of  any  kind,  for  a  year  past,  bring>  on  the  pain,  commencing 
at  first  in  the  spinal  cord  and  reins,  followed  with  great  tenderness  and 
inflammation,  causing  the  pressure  in  the  head  to  be  ver)  severe;  some- 
times affecting  the  throat,  and  producing  difficulty  of  breathing,  with 
pain  in  every  part  of  the  chest,  particualy  on  the  left  side,  which  is  in- 
creased by  a  full  respiration,  while  the  action  of  the  stomach  is  nearly 
destroyed.  For  more  than  three  years  my  stomach  was  in  such  a  state, 
that  it  would  not  admit  of  my  taking  any  food  until  noon,  or  after  ; 
and,  the  more  unwell  I  was,  the  longer  it  would  be  before  I  could  eat. 
After  the  fire,  for  three  weeks,  I  could  take  nothing  of  any  kind  ;  and, 
since  that  time,  but  one  meal  in  24  nours,  and  that  late  in  the  afternoon. 
In  the  first  place,  I  have  no  natural  taste  for  any  thing ;  and,  secondly,  I 
have  not  the  least  inclination  to  eat.  For  no  rare  dishes  and  enticing 
fruits  have  I  any  inclination.  But  I  should  take  food,  if  these  two  were 
the  only  hindrances;  but,  if  I  eat,  however  small  the  quantity,  it  causes 
sickness  at  the  stomach  almost  severe  enough  to  produce  vomiting, 
which  fully  convinces  me  that  I  am  better  off  without  it.  At  no  time  am 
I  sensible  of  the  least  faintness,  or  emptiness  at  the  stomach,  and  I  crave 
no  more  drink  than  I  do  fuod  ;  but,  unless  I  take  something  warm,  oc- 
casionally, towards  evening,  my  head  becomes  seriously  affected,  which 
is  the  only  inconvenience  1  suffer.  During  the  fore  part  of  the  day,  I 
subsist  on  coffee,  bread,  and  barley  water.  In  the  afternoon,  I  can  take 
gruel  and  broth.  At  night,  if  my  back  is  comfortable,  I  can  take  my 
meal  with  considerable  relish  ;  but,  if  it  is  much  irritated,  it  destroys  the 
appetite.  At  this  time  it  seldom  produces  sickness,  though  this  was  the 
case  for  three  weeks  after  the  fire.  My  food  now  occasionally  produces 
such  distress  as  is  common  for  dyspeptics;  but  it  is  always  attended  with 
the  beating  which  I  have  previously  described.  The  stomach  appears 
to  be  as  insensible  to  the  effect  of  medicine  as  it  is  to  the  want  of  food. 
During  the  spring  and  summer,  it  was  almost  impossible  to  move  the 
bowels  with  any  kind  of  medicine.  Dr.  Childs  was  the  only  physician 
that  ever  explained,  to  my  satisfaction,  the  reason  why  my  stomach  was 
affected  in  such  a  singular  manner.  All  others  considered  that  it  was  in 
consequence  of  the  diseased  action  of  the  nerves  that  lead  from  the  spine  ; 
but,  in  that  case,  I  should  suppose  that  the  stomach  would  be  more  likely 
to  receive  food  in  the  morning  than  at  night,  as  the  spine  would  then  be 
more  irritated.  He  said,  that  he  had  seen  cases  of  that  description,  where 
it  was  caused  by  excess  of  nervous  action.  In  that  case,  the  patients 
could  not  take  food  until  they  had  had  rest.  But  mine  was  exactly  the 
reverse,  the  difficulty  being  wholly  for  the  want  of  action.  He  said,  that 
by  resting  over  night,  those  diseased  nerves  get  into  such  a  torpid  state 
that  they  cease  to  preform  the  office  assigned  them  ;  but,  in  the  course 
of  the  day,  the  excitement  and  what  exercise  I  take,  in  a  measure  restores 
it,  so  that  I  can  take  food,  and  the  stomach  receives  it.  The  same 
theory  holds  good  in  regard  to  the  circulation.  The  loss  of  action  seems 
to  proceed  entirely  from  the  state  of  the  nerves.  The  extremities  are  in 
a  cold,  clammy  state,  during  the   greater  part   of  the   day,  or  until  the 
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stomach  begins  to  manifest  some  signs  of  returning  sensibility.  Then, 
by  warming  them  thoroughly,  they  will  not  become  cold  again  until  the 
next  morning  :  but,  during  the  fore  part  of  the  day,  every  method  which 
ingenuity  can  invent  has  been  resorted  to,  though  without  avail,  such  as 
acid  baths,  mustard  plasters,  soaking  them  in  hot  water  and  immediately 
bathing  them  with  hot  drops  containing  a  double  quantity  of  cayenne, 
steaming  with  hot  stones,  &-c,  foe.  These  means  would  not  keep  them 
warm  one  hour.  To  convince  you  more  thoroughly  that  the  difficulty  is 
occasioned  by  the  loss  of  the  nervous  action,  I  will  relate  a  circumstance. 
At  the  time  of  my  father's  death,  the  mind  was  so  exercised  that  it  aroused 
the  nerves  to  action  ;  and,  during  the  space  of  a  week  or  ten  days,  the 
extremities  were  in  a  moist  and  warm  state,  and  did  not  become  cold 
during  the  time.  But,  as  the  excitement  gradually  wore  away,  the  cold- 
ness came  on  by  degrees,  and  at  last  they  relapsed  again  into  their  for- 
mer state.  Since  last  June,  I  have  occaaionally  had  turns  of  being  sick 
at  the  stomach,  lasting  from  two  to  six  weeks  ;  and,  almost  every  day 
during  the  time,  I  have  been  sick  enough  to  vomit,  if  there  had  been 
action  enough  in  the  stomach  to  cause  me  to  heave.  Several  times, 
when  I  have  been  very  sick,  I  have  taken  lobelia,  and  then,  by  running 
a  quill  down  the  throat,  I  could  produce  irritation  sufficient  to  cause  me 
to  heave.  By  perseverance  in  this  measure,  I  would  throw  up  consider- 
ably. But,  unless  that  method  is  pursued,  no  quantity  of  lobelia  will 
produce  the  natural  operation.  Vomiting  does  not  lessen  the  sickness 
at  all;  but,  on  the  whole,  I  think  that  emetics  have  proved  benificial.  I 
have  had  regular  chills  twice  in  twenty-four  hours,  early  in  the  morning, 
and  about  sunset,  for  more  than  three  months;  and,  about  four  weeks 
ago,  I  thought  something  broke  in  the  stomach.  I  raised  some  blood. 
The  distress  was  very  severe  for  two  or  three  days  in  the  stomach;  and 
the  chills  entirely  ceased  for  several  days.  From  these  and  other  symp- 
toms, I  think  it  evident,  that  something  of  the  kind  took  place.  The 
chills  still  continue  regular,  although  noi  quite  as  severe. 

I  believe  I  have  now  given  you  a  statement  of  my  case,  and  have  de- 
scribed it  more  fully  than  I  should  have  done,  but  for  its  being  singular 
in  some  particulars.     Yours,  with  respect,  Susan  Bliss. 

Stockbridge,  Feb.  24,  1849. 

0  clectio  xiB . 


From  the  American  Phrenological  Journal' 

ADVICE. 

The  Whittling  Philosoper  advises  invalids  to  "take  quack  adver- 
tisments  as  emetics,  rather  than  the  medicines  they  recommend  as  phys- 
ic, and  a  hogshead  of  lobelia  would  not  give  you  such  a  vomit." 

I  heard  a  panacea-seller  say,  '-Give  me  $4X00  with  which  to  adver- 
tise, and  I  will  soon  clear  $10,000  per  year  with  colored  watir  alone; 
but,  if  I  had  only  8500  to  begin  with,  I  would  spend  it  all  in  one  local- 
ity, and  could  sell  accordingly.  Advertisements  can  make  medicines 
sell,  not  the  cures  they  perform." 
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CAUSES  OF  INSANITY. 

Dr.  Brigham,  the  late  Superintendent  of  the  N.  Y.  Asylum  for  the 
Insane,  has  made  a  valuable  report  on  insanity  and  its  causes.  On  the 
subject  of  hereditary  insanity,  Dr.  Brigham  informs  us,  that,  contrary  to 
the  opinion  of  many,  he  has  found  the  inherited  form  of  insanity  as  cur- 
able as  any  other. 

Of  the  2,014  patients  who  had  been  at  the  Asylum,  1,017  were  men, 
and  997  women,  and  637  were  known  to  have  insane  relatives.  The 
statistics  on  this  subject  also  show,  that  insanity  is  a  little  more  likely  to 
be  transmitted  by  the  mother  than  the  father,  and  that  mothers  are  con- 
siderably more  likely  to  transmit  it  to  daughters  than  to  sons;  while  the 
fathers  more  frequently  transmit  it  to  sons.  Among  the  frequent  causes 
of  insanity  in  those  not  disposed  to  it,  is  the  over-indulgence  of  the  ap- 
petites and  passions  in  early  life;  and,  to  those  who  inherit  a  tendency 
to  this  disease,  such  a  course  is  highly  pernicious.  The  utmost  atten- 
tion should  be  given  to  secure  a  good  bodily  constitution.  Such  chil- 
dren should  be  encouraged  to  run  about  the  fields  and  take  much  exer- 
cise in  the  open  air,  and  thus  insure  the  equal  and  proper  development 
of  all  the  organs  of  the  body.  They  shonld  not  have  the  intellect  unduly 
tasked.  Very  early  cultivation  of  the  mind,  and  the  excitement  of  the 
feelings  by  the  strife  for  the  praise  and  honor  awarded  to  great  efforts  of 
the  mind  and  memory,  is  injurious  to  all  children,  and,  to  those  who  in- 
herit a  tendency  to  nervous  diseases  or  insanity,  most  pernicious.  In 
after  life,  persons  thus  predisposed  to  insanity  should  be  careful  to  avoid 
engaging  in  any  exciting  or  perplexing  business  or  study,  and  should 
strive,  under  all  circumstances,  to  preserve  great  equanimity  of  temper, 
calling  to  mind  the  words  of  wisdom,  "  He  that  is  slow  to  anger  is  bet- 
ter than  the  mighty  ;  and  he  that  ruleth  his  spirit  than  he  that  taketh  a 
city."  In  Dr.  Brigham's  opinion,  the  most  frequent  and  immediate 
cause  of  insanity,  and  one  of  the  most  important  to  guard  against,  is  the 
want  of  sleep. —  Olive  Branch. 

When  will  parents  study  the  laws  of  physiology,  and  apply  its  princi- 
ples to  educatton,  and  cease  to  murder  their  children  by  ignorance  and 
misdirected  kindness?  They  apply  the  laws  of  true  philosophy  to 
mechanics,  agriculture,  and  commerce,  and  why  not  equally  so  to  the 
more  important  matter  of  mental  and  physical  education  ? 


QUAINT. 

"  It  is  not  what  we  earn,  but  what  we  save,  that  makes  us  rich.  It 
is  not  what  we  eat,  but  what  we  digest,  that  makes  us  fat.  It  is  not 
what  we  read,  but  what  we  remember,  that  makes  us  learned.  All  this 
is  very  simple,  but  it  is  worth  remembering." 
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CHOLERA  REPORTS  OF  THE  REGULARS." 


Notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  these  gentlemen  to  Hydropathy  or 
the  Water-cure,  we  cannot  refrain  from  copying,  occasionally,  their 
intelligent  (?)  reports. 

MEDICAL  LITERATURE. 

The  New  York  Sun  has  been  dispensing  the  following  pills,  for  the 
promotion  of  a  more  beneficial  state  of  health  of  the  New  York  "Fac- 
ulty" of  Medicine.  These  specimens  are  taken  at  random,  and  given 
verbatim,  from  the  original  reports  of  cholera  cases,  made  to  the  Board 
of  Health,  by  various  physicians  of  that  city  : 

"  Mr  John  Louch  twenty-two  year  old  son  of  Mr  Philip  Louch  grocers 
in  the  19th  street  East  died  yesterday  13th  of  this  month  by  five  o'clock 
in  the  afternoan  and  was  attended  by  me  on  the  Cholera. 

L  Lambert." 

"  This  may  certify  that  Dick  Ryan  died  this  day  at  No.  96 — East  11th 
street  of  Cholera  born  in  Ireland  aged  45.  D.  D.  Marion." 

"  Citty  of  New  York,  July  20  1849. 

"This  is  to  certify  that  Mary  14  months  old  born  in  this  city  daughter 
of  Mrs  Jonas  Hawses  203  1-2  Division  sts,  died  to-day  of  menin  gitis 
consecutive  of  cholera  infantum.  "  C.  Henchell,  M.  D." 

"Barbara  Retling,  old  9  months  died  to-day  of  paralisy  The  Vather 
is  not  able  to  defraid  the  burying  expenses.     In  testimony  of  it 

"  P.  Alexander." 

"  This  may  certify  that  Mary  Braherton  aged  20  years  Died  at  6  Wal- 
nut street  of  the  cholera  a  native  of  the  United  States. 

"C.  M'Caffrey,  M.  D." 

"  Died  Marehrata  Hurner  10  months  old  died  at  19  o'clock  last  with 
thee  father  of  Henrey  Humer  on  thee  cholera.  Dr.  Becker." 

The  Sun  adds : 

"  If  other  members  of  the  Faculty  desire  it,  we  may  extend  our  list  of 
specimens.     For  the  present,  however,  we  refer  curious  philological    in- 
quirers  to   recorded    certificates,   in   which   we  find  the  diseases,  'fitts,' 
'mesels,'   'choleru,'   'cholero,'  'remetesm,'  'got  a  fall,'  and  'exposure  to 
heat.'  " 


From  the  Water- Cure  Journal. 

MR.  VAN  BUREN. 

We  understand  that  ex-President  Van  Buren  is  about  visiting  the 
Water-cure  establishment  at  Brattleboro'  to  attend  his  son  Martin,  who 
visits  it  in  quest  of  health.     Evening  Post. 

Indeed,  it  is  an  old  saying,  that  "straws  show  which  way  the  wind 
blows;"  but  here  is  something  more  than  straws.  What  will  the  "  regulars" 
say  when  they  hear  of  this?  An  ex-President  patronizing  a  Water-cure 
establishment!  Intolerable  quackery.  How  can  these  intelligent  people 
thus  neglect  the  "regulars,"  when  they  stand  in  hungry  crowds,  "ready 
to  take  their  change  !" 
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STRANGE  CALCULATION. 

Some  genius  has  perpetrated  the  following  calculation  : — 

"I  have  been  married  32  years,  during  which  time  I  have  received 
from  the  hands  of  my  wife  three  cups  of  coffee  each  day,  two  in  the 
morning,  and  one  at  night,  making  about  35,040  cups  of  half  a  pint  each, 
or  nearly  70  barrels,  of  30  gallons  each,  weighing  17,520  lbs.,  or  nearly 
nine  tons  weight.  Yet,  in  that  period,  I  have  scarcely  varied  in  weight, 
myself,  from  160  lbs.  It  will,  therefore,  be  seen,  that  I  have  drunk,  in 
coffee  alone,  218  times  my  own  weight.  I  am  not  much  of  a  meat  eater, 
yet  I  presume  I  have  consumed  about  eight  ounces  a  day,  which  make 
5,805  lbs.,  or  ten  oxen.  Of  flour,  I  have  consumed  in  32  years  about  50 
barrels.  For  twenty  years  of  this  time,  I  drank  two  wine-glasses  of 
brandy  each  day,  making  900  quarts.  The  Port  wine,  Madeira,  whiskey, 
punch,  &c,  I  am  not  able  to  count,  but  they  are  not  large.  When  we 
take  into  account  all  the  vegetables  in  addition,  such  as  potatoes,  peas, 
asparagus,  strawberries,  cherries,  apples,  pears,  peaches,  raisins,  &c, 
the  amount  consumed  by  an  individual  is  enormous.  Now,  my  btdy  has 
been  renewed  more  than  four  times  in  thirty-two  years  ;  and,  taking  it 
for  granted  that  the  water  of  which  I  have  drunk,  acts  merely  as  a  dilu- 
ent, yet,  taken  together,  I  conclude  that  I  have  consumed,  in  thirty-two 
years,  about  the  weight  of  1,100  men,  of  160  pounds  each." 


From  the  American  Phrenological  Journal. 

ANOTHER  ARITHMETICAL  PR0GIDY. 

"A  negro  is  exciting  a  sensation  in  St.  Louis,  by  the  astonishing  ra- 
pidity with  which  he  performs  arithmetical  calculations.  He  works  out 
a  sum  in  his  mind  almost  instantly,  and  on  all  other  topics  is  exceedingly 
dull  and  ignorant." 

Thus  facts  are  being  constantly  evolved  on  this  interesting  subject, 
tending  to  establish  the  great  principle  of  the  plurality  of  the  mental 
powers.  It  is  a  law  which  governs  Veneration,  Benevolence,  Conscien- 
tiousness, and  every  other  faculty,  as  much  as  Tune  or  Number,  al- 
though it  is,  perhaps,  less  apparent  to  the  world.  This  great  law  of 
mentality  explains  the  vast  diversity  of  talent  and  character,  taste,  and 
opinion — political,  social,  and  religious — which  agitate  the  world.  As 
the  predominance  of  certain  mental  organs,  with  a  deficiency  of  others, 
would  give  form  and  charact  r  to  religious  opinion,  and  a  creed  in  har- 
mony with  it,  while  an  opposite  development  in  another  would  produce 
a  religious  system  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  first;  how  in  the  name 
of  sense  and  science  can  we  expect  harmony  in  religious  faith  and  prac- 
tice, until  man  learns  the  true  philosophy  of  mind,  and  frames  his  moral 
philosophy  and  systems  of  religion  in  harmony  with  it?  "  Who  shall 
decide  when  (sectarians)  disagree?" 
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HINTS  TO  AUTHORS. 

1.  Be  brief.     This  is  the  age  of  Telegraphs  and  Stenography. 

2.  Be  pointed.     Don't  write  all  around  a  subject  without  hitting  it. 

3.  State  facts,  but  don't  stop  to  moralize.  Its  drowsy  business.  Let 
the  reader  do  his  own  dreaming. 

4.  Eschew  prefaces.  Plunge  at  once  into  your  subject,  like  a  swim- 
mer in  cold  water. 

5.  Condense.  Make  sure  that  you  really  have  an  idea,  and  then  re- 
cord it  in  the  shortest  possible  terms.  We  want  thoughts  in  their  quin- 
tessence. 

6.  Avoid  all  high  flown  language.  The  plainest  Anglo-Saxon  words 
are  the  best.     Never  use  stilts  when  legs  will  do  as  well. 

7.  Write  legibly.  Don't  let  your  manuscript  look  like  the  tracks  of 
a  spider  half  drowned  in  ink. 


From  the  American  Phrenological  Journal. 

SINGULAR  PETRIFACTION. 

An  article  in  Hunt's  Merchant's  Magazine,  descriptive  of  Detroit, 
makes  mention  of  a  most  remarkable  fossil  to  be  seen  in  that  city.  The 
building  erected  for  the  use  of  the  bank  of  Michigan,  now  in  the  use  of 
the  government  of  the  United  Stites,  is  constructed,  in  part,  of  a  species 
of  shell  limestone,  brought  from  the  island  in  Lake  Erie,  and  polished 
for  the  purpose.  One  of  the  surfaces  presents  a  section  of  a  petrified 
human  face  and  skull.  In  preparing  the  stone  by  the  chisel,  the  petri- 
faction was  divided  from  front  to  rear,  vertically,  so  that  it- shows  a  pro- 
file of  the  face,  a  tranverse  section  of  the  cranium,  with  petrified  folds 
of  the  brain  itself.  The  block,  from  which  this  curiosity  was  obtained, 
is  of  a  large  size. 


From  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

SALIX  ALBA. 

Because  the  several  species  of  willow  are  as  common  as  the  grasses  in 
the  field,  they  command  hardly  a  thought  as  remedial  agents.  The  fact 
is,  the  excellent  powers  of  willow  are  not  sufficiently  regarded.  The 
discovery  by  Bucrmer,  in  1823,  of  salicine,  which  is  found  in  no  less 
than  fourteen  varieties  of  the  willow  tribe,  excited  quite  an  interest  for 
a  while;  but  it  has  subsided,  and  this  rival  to  the  sulphate  of  quinine 
seems  not  now  to  have  the  reputation  it  deserves.  A  gentleman  of  ex- 
tensive practical  observation  in  the  treatment  of  ulcerations  of  the  mouth 
and  throat,  having  an  origin  in  secondary  syphilis,  or  the  mercurial  dis- 
ease, has  found  such  extraordinary  results  from  a  gargle  of  the  bark  of 
the  salix  alba,  particularly  that  stripped  from  the  roots,  that  he  hopes  to 
induce  practitioners  to  give  it  a  trial. 
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OUR  NEXT  VOLUME. 

The  current  volume  of  the  Journal  being  now  almost  complete,  we 
trust  that  our  delinquent  subscribers  will  take  the  plain  hint  which  we 
give  them  with  this  number.  We  certainly  have  a  right  to  expect,  that 
all  who  are  in  arrears  will  immediately  forward  the  amount  due  us. 
This  is  the  more  important  to  us  as  we  are  desirous  of  settling  all  ac- 
counts for  this  and  the  past  volume  of  the  Journal,  before  the  first  of 
January  next.  At  that  time,  the  fourth  volume  will  commence  under 
somewhat  different  arrangements,  as  may  be  seen  by  referring  to  an 
editorial  article  in  the  last  number. 

From  that  article,  it  has  been  already  seen,  that  we  are  making  every 
effort  to  render  the  next  volume  still  more  worthy  of  patronage  than  any 
of  the  preceding  ones ;  and  we  shall  expect  a  corresponding  effort  on 
the  part  of  physicians,  and  others,  to  increase  our  list  of  subscribers. 
This  is  the  only  way  by  which  we  can  be  enabled  to  carry  out  our  plans 
of  conducting  the  Journal  in  future. 

If  our  friends  will  come  promptly  up  to  the  work  of  rendering  us  the 
necessary  aid,  we  pledge  ourselves  that  the  Journal  shall  be  all  which  is 
promised  in  our  Prospectus, — worthy  of  the  most  extensive  patronage. 
Physicians  and  others  receiving  our  Prospectus,  will  confer  a  favor  by 
obtaining  the  names  of  subscribers  for  the  next  volume,  and  forwarding 
them  to  us  before  the  first  of  January  next. 

To  our  present  subscribers  we  would  say,  that  we  are  desirous  of 
keeping  up  an  acquaintance  with  them,  by  the  way  of  the  Journal, — 
particularly,  with  all  such  as  are  disposed  to  pay  for  it.  In  this  connec- 
tion it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that,  within  a  short  time  past,  we  have 
been  requested  to  stop  nearly  two  hundred  papers,  without  ever  having 
received  the  first  cent  for  almost  the  entire  volume.  This  is  one  of  the 
many  trials  which  an  editor  has  to  endure  ;  and  one  which  we  deem  both 
unjust  and  ungentlemanly.  After  a  person  has  suffered  a  paper  to  be 
sent  to  him  for  almost  the  entire  year,  then  to  direct  the  Post-master  to 
request  it  to  be  stopped,  without  paying  for  what  has  been  received,  is, 
to  say  the  least,  getting  the  reading  of  the  paper  at  the  expense  of  the 
publisher.  We  ask,  therefore,  that  those  subscribers  who  do  not  intend 
to  take  the  paper  through  the  entire  volume,  and  to  pay  for  it  too,  would 
apprise  us  of  their  designs  at  the  close  of  the  current  volume,  and  there- 
by save  us  the  expense  of  sending  the  paper  ten  or  eleven  months  for 
nothing. 

We  know  that,  with  some  who  make  high  pretensions  to  benevolence, 
there  is  a  cool  calculating  policy,  which  but  too  plainly  shows,  that  it 
really  has  reference  to  nothing  but  one's  self.  We  have  sometimes  been 
not  a  little  amused^  and  somewhat  vexed,  at  the  disposition  of  some  sub- 
scribers, manifesting  anything  but  a  high  sense  ot  honor  and  sympathy 
in  the  cause  to  which  there  is  a  professed  attachment.      One  man,  for 
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instance,  living  in  one  of  the  States  a  little  distant,  sometime  since  for- 
warded the  pay  for  his  Journal,  through  the  Post-muster  in  his  place  of 
residence.  In  calculating  the  amouut  due,  as  it  was  not  exactly  one  dol- 
lar, he  fixed  the  amount  about  two  and  a  half  cents  too  low.  He  then 
said,  he  believed  it  was  usual  for  editors  to  pay  the  postage  on  letters 
sent  them  containing  money.  So,  to  make  even  change,  he  subtracted 
from  the  amount,  ten  cents  for  postage,  and  five  cents  more  for  the  odd 
two  and  a  half  cents,  and  forwarded  us  the  balance.  Again,  in  repeated 
instances,  subscribers  have  changed  their  place  of  residence,  and  have 
requested  us,  by  letter,  to  change  the  direction  of  their  paper, — leaving 
us  to  pay  five  or  ten  cents  postage  for  the  privilege  of  being  subjected  to 
a  little  trouble. 

Still  further,  we  have  sometimes  been  asked,  for  the  benefit  of  individ- 
uals, to  publish  a  few  hundreds  of  extra  copies  of  some  numbers, — -which 
we  have  ever  been  ready  to  do  at  the  simple  cost.  Our  reward,  in  sev- 
eral instances,  has  been  like  the  following,  which  we  give  as  a  specimen. 
Dr.  Aaron  Dow  of  Newburyport,  in  this  State,  more  than  a  year  since, 
wrote  us  requesting  three  hundred  extra  copies  of  a  certain  number  of 
the  Journal,  containing  a  communication  of  his,  published  specially 
for  his  benefit.  Though  our  numbers,  in  the.  whole,  cost  us  two  full  dol- 
lars per  hundred,  we  could  get  some  extra  numbers  struck  off  at  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents.  We,  therefore,  proposed  to  charge  him  only  four 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  for  three  hundred  copies, — being  ourselves  at  all 
the  extra  trouble  and  the  expense  of  a  few  letters  sent,  us  on  the  subject. 
The  arrangement  was  made,  and  the  doctor  forwarded  two  dollars  in  ad- 
vance,  promising  the  balance  on  the  reception  of  the  bundle  ;  but  this 
balance  he  has  not  yet  t:  ken  the  trouble  to  forward. 

Once  more  :  during  the  first  year  of  our  paper's  publication,  then  un- 
der the  name  of"  Eclectic,"  Dr.  D.  P.  Buker  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  sent 
us  a  letter  containing  an  advertisement  which  he  wished  inserted  and 
continued  for  a  length  of  time.  Instead  of  sending  by  mail,  at  an  ex- 
pense of  five  cents  only,  he  enveloped  his  letter  in  a  newspaper,  and  sent 
it  by  express,  thereby  subjecting  us  to  a  tax  of  twelve  and  a  half  cents, 
altogether  unnecessarily.  We  published  the  advertisement  according  to 
the  doctor's  request,  a  year  and  some  months.  He  was  already  a  sub- 
scriber to  the  paper,  and  we  sent  it  to  him  more  than  a  year  and  a  half; 
but,  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  having  received  nothing  but  twelve 
and  a  half  cents  as  a  minus  quantity,  or  out  of  pocket,  for  the  publica- 
tion of  the  advertisement  and  for  the  paper,  we  struck  his  name  from 
our  list.  We  wish  the  doctor  success  in  his  high-mintred  and  liberal 
course. 

We  will  cite  no  more  instances  of  the  kind,  as,  in  our  mind's  eye, 
they  do  not  look  very  well  for  the  persons  implicated.  They  are  little 
things,  it  is  true  ;  but,  to  an  editor  and  publisher,  a  multitude  of  such, 
coming  from  various  quarters,  constitute  not  a  little  annoyance. 

Notwithstanding  we  have  a  few  things  like  the  above,  of  which  we 
may  justly  complain,  still  we  have  much  cause  of  gratitude  to  the  most 
of  our  subscribers  for  the  warm  reception  which  the  Journal  has  met 
with  from  them,  as  well  as  for  their  willingness  promptly  to  pay  for  it. 
We  have  even  received  from  several  physicians,  assurances  of   their 


CHANGE    OF    LOCATION.  375 

willingness  to  become  responsible  for  five  copies  of  the  Journal.  We 
regard  this  as  a  token,  not  only  of  their  friendship,  but  of  their  willing- 
ness to  bear  a  part  in  carrying  forward  a  reform  in  the  practice  of  med- 
icine. Are  there  not  others  who  will  "  do  likewise?"  Will  not  physi- 
cians and  non-professional  readers  aid  us  in  publishing  the  next  volume, 
by  taking  a  number  of  copies  for  distribution  ?  We  hope  that  they  will 
cheerfully  do  so,  and  signify  their  purpose  to  us  before  the  volume  com- 
mences Indeed,  we  shall  expect,  that  many  friends  will  promptly  re- 
spond to  our  request, — especially  in  consideration  of  our  having  incurred 
additional  expense  in  order  to  make  the  next  volume,  in  every  respect, 
what  it  should  be. 

We  look  back  with  eveu  astonishment,  at  the  rapid  progress  of  medi- 
cal reform,  since  we  commenced  our  labors  as  editor  of  this  paper. 
Friends  have  been  constantly  multiplying  around  us.  By  our  own 
and  others'  efforts,  a  Medical  College  has  been  established  ;  and  this  is 
now  in  a  flourishing  condition,  with  every  prospect  of  becoming  as  emi- 
nent as  any  Institution  of  the  kind  in  the  country.  We  have  already 
sent  out  a  number  of  young  men  who  are  an  honor  to  the  Institution} 
and  most  of  them  have  already  settled  in  places  where  they  have  an  ex- 
tensive and  successful  practice. 

But,  notwithstanding  we  have  supplied  many  places  with  men  of  the 
reformed  school,  yet  numerous  inquiries  are  still  made  of  us  for  physi- 
cians of  our  class.  We  tru>t  we  shall  yet  receive  and  send  out  many 
more  men  of  the  right  stamp,  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  community. 
We  are  almost  daily  hearing  from  young  men,  that  they  expect  to  be 
with  us  in  the  spring.  With  such  prospects  before  us  we  are  deter- 
mined to  labor  on  in  the  cause  of  medical  reform,  believing  that  ''truth 
is  great,  and  will  prevail." 
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Some  weeks  since,  A.  M.  Howey,  M.  D.,  requested  us  to  give  notice, 
that  he  had  removed  from  Sandwich  to  New  Hampton,  N.  H.  We  owe 
him  an  apology  for  our  neglect.  Somehow,  in  our  haste,  his  letter  was 
mislaid,  and  has  now  but  just  come  to  light.  We  have  no  personal  ac- 
quaintance with  the  doctor;  but  are  interested  in  his  welfare,  from  the 
fact,  that  he  is  a  well-wisher  to  the  Journal,  the  Worcester  Medical  In- 
stitution, the  cause  of  Medical  Reform  ;  the  education  of  the  Medical 
Profession,  &-C,  &c.  He  has  our  best  wishes  for  his  success  in  his  new 
field  of  labor. 

In  a  few  instances  before  this,  we  have  been  mortified  in  consequence 
of  an  oversight  like  the  above-named  ;  but  the  arrangements  which  we 
have  now  made,  in  regard  to  assistance  in  future,  will  protect  us,  we 
trust,  against  a  repitition  of  such  errors. 
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UNION  IS  STRENGTH. 

A  correspondent  of  one  of  our  friends,  writing  from  Georgia,  has  the 
following  very  appropriate  remarks  on  the  proper  mode  of  extending  the 
influence  of  our  system  of  practice. 

"Our  cause  in  this  section  is  slowly  but  surely  gaining  ground.  Let 
the  North  and  South  unite  their  Botanic  forces  in  battle  array  against 
the  Allopathic  quacks  and  their  quack  nostrums — expose  their  hnmbugs 
and  deleterious  drug  practice,  (which  is  void  of  principle  and  without 
foundation,)  and  we  shall  soon  gain  the  ascendancy." 

What  we  need  is  more  men  armed  with  the  weapons  of  truth, — men 
who  not  only  are  good  practitioners,  but  can,  by  sound  argumentation, 
maintain  the  correctness  of  the  theory  on  which  their  practice  is  based. 
Numbers  of  this  character  are  being  raised  up,  and  soon  will  be  valiant- 
ly aiding  in  the  contest.  In  the  mean  time,  let  us  each  defend  our  sev- 
eral posts  according  to  the  ability  given  us,  and,  ere  long,  the  victory 
shall  be  ours. 


PROSPECTUS 

OF  THE  FOURTH  VOLUME  OF  THE 

NEW  ENGLAND  BOTANIC 

MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

The  first  number  of  the  fourth  volume  of  this  Journal  will  be  issued 
on  the  first  day  of  January,  1850.  The  Editor  and  Proprietor  takes 
this  opportunity  to  inform  his  patrons,  and  the  friends  of  medical  re- 
form in  general,  that  he  has,  at  an  increased  sacrifice  on  his  part,  pro- 
cured able  assistance  in  the  management  of  the  Journal,  for  the  year 
to  come.  This  arrangemen-  will  likewise  enable  him  to  devote  more 
time,  personally ,  to  the  work,  and  thus  to  make  the  fourth  volume  far 
superior  to  any  of  the  preceding  ones. 

One  or  more  Editorial  articles  will  appear  in  each  number,  suited  to 
the  wants  of  professional  readers.  The  communications  and  select  ons, 
also,  will  be  such  as  to  render  these  departments  what  a  popular  Medi- 
cal Journal  ought  to  be, — calculated  to  interest  the  friends  of  medical 
reform  generally. 

The  fourth  volume  will  be  issued  on  the  first  of  each  month.  Each 
number  will  contain  thirty-two  pages,  octavo,  on  new  type,  with  a  cov- 
er, and  stitched,  at  the  present  price,  which  is  only  one  dollar  a  year, 
or  five  dollars  for  six  copies.  (Jj^Payment,  in  all  cases,  will  be  requir- 
ed in  advance. 

We  shall  expect,  that  the  friends  of  the  reformed  practice  generally, 
will  exert  themselves  to  increase  our  list  of  subscribers,  and  thus  enable 
us  fully  to  carry  out  our  plans  of  conducting  the  Journal  in  future. 

CALVIN  NEWTON, 


SldW  §KI(BIL&!t9© 
BOTANIC    MEDICAL  AND    SURGICAI 


calvish  siewtom,  m.  d.,  editor  Mm  proprietor. 


u  Seize  upon  truth  wherever  found, 
On  Christian  or  on  Heathpn  ground" 


VOL.  III.  WORCESTER,  MASS.,  DECEMBER  15,  1849,  NO.  24, 


ommuni£Otion0 


THE  BAY  STATE  MEDICAL  REFORM  ASSOCIATION. 

Prof.  Newton  : — As  the  second  anniversary  of  this  Society  is  draw- 
ing nigh,  will  you  permit  me,  through  the  columns  of  your  valuable  Jour- 
nal, to  cell  up  the  attention  of  those  who  are  friendly  to  the  Society,  and 
to  the  cause  of  medical  reform  ?  It  appears  to  me,  that  the  only  way  by 
which  we  can  gain  permanent  access  to  the  public  mind,  and  produce  a 
deep  and  lasting  impression,  is  to  approach  it  through  a  regularly  organ- 
ized and  incorporated  Society.  An  ably  conducted  periodical  may  be- 
come the  medium  of  much  information  highly  valuable  to  medical  sci- 
ence; and,  while  it  exposes  the  errors  and  evils  that  exist,  may  open  the 
eyes  of  many  to  the  necessity  of  a  change,  in  both  theory  and  practice. 
A  Medical  College,  established  on  the  no-poison  principle,  may,  by  send- 
ing out  its  students  into  the  world,  plant  slowly  a  new  order  of  men  in 
the  ranks  of  the  medical  profession ;  but,  in  order  to  meet  the  exigency- 
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of  the  case,  it  must  be  evident,  I  think,  on  mature  reflection,  that,  at  the 
present  day,  something  more  is  necessary,  and  that  that  something  is  ex- 
actly what  is  here  proposed, — efficient  legal  association.  It  is  the 
fashion,  custom,  genius,  and  spirit  of  the  world,  and  is  seen  throughout 
universal  society.  Mankind  universally  expect  it;  and,  consolidated  as 
they  are  in  different  organizations,  whose  interests  and  rights  the.y  not 
unfrequently  appreciate  merely  by  the  amount  of  numbers,  they  are  not 
disposed  to  bow  with  deference  to  individual  effort  and  authority,  no 
matter  how  high,  bright,  or  splendid  its  career.  The  man  soon  dies; — 
a  few  brief  years  soon  terminate  the  longest  and  most  brilliant  life  ;  but 
an  Association — a  Society  is  an  enduring  thing  ;  and,  if  properly  conduct- 
ed, may  outlive,  not  only  generations,  but  even  nations  themselves,  and 
is  necessarily  terminated  only  by  tho-e  awful  catastrophes  which  mark 
the  epochs  and  periods  in  the  history  of  the  globe.  We  say  necessarily 
terminated.  It  is  true  that  thousands  of  Societies  are  originated  and 
expire  with  the  current  year  ;  bnt,  at  the  same  time,  there  are  some  that 
do  not,  and  cannot.  They  appear  almost  as  enduring  as  time.  They 
centre  on  the  arts,  sciences,  and  professions  ;  and,  as  these,  speaking 
after  the  manner  of  men,  are  eternal,  so  are  the  great  Societies  and  As- 
sociations which,  as  exponents,  represent  them.  Now  as  our  Association 
is  the  true  exponent  of  the  medical  art,  practice,  and  profession,  it  may 
exist  till  the  art,  practice,  and  profession  themselves  shall  cease  in  un- 
usual millenial  health  and  glory.  This  is  its  high  and  glorious  position. 
But  effort  has  to  be  made.  It  has  to  be  nourished,  sustained,  and  kept 
alive.  Now  is  the  crisis  of  its  fate.  If  faithful  to  its  interests,  soon  it 
will  become  deeply  rooted  in  the  soil  and  mountain  rock  of  hnmanity 
and  eternal  truth;  and,  like  the  oak,  rise  from  a  scion  (which  the  pass- 
ing foot  of  the  desert  beast  might  have  crushed)  to  a  majesty  in  form 
and  strength,  which  shall  defy  the  tempest. 

Two  motives,  friends  to  the  cause  of  medical  reform,  are  before  us  ; 
and  these  are,  our  own  prosperity  and  the  good  of  man.  We  cannot, 
separate,  alone,  solitary,  and  scattered,  meet  the  expectations  of  the 
world  ;  breast  and  scatter  the  phalanx  opposition  of  a  proud,  petted, 
aristocratic  profession,  upheld  in  their  poisonous  system  by  all  the  preju- 
dices, weaknesses,  and  influences  which  cluster  around  down-trodden 
humanity.  Union,  and  union  alone  is  strength  ;  and  by  union  alone  we 
stand.  It  is  not  enough  that  our  cause  is  just.  It  has  to  be  defended 
and  made  victorious,  in  order  to  be  so  estimated,  seen,  hailed,  and  re- 
joiced in  by  the  world.  Let  this  consideration  have  its  due  weight  up- 
on your  minds,  and  determine  you  to  instant,  united,  and  persevering 
action.  Now  is  the  time.  We  have  now  the  vantage- ground.  These 
lost,  and  a  century  may  pass  before  we  again  sustain  our  position. 
Then,  again,  let  the  cries  of  your  own  humanity  reaeh  you.  Drastic 
purges,  bleeding,  blistering,  narcotizing,  and  literally  both  slow  and 
rapid  poisoning  are  sweeping  yearly  thousands  of  thousands  prematurely 
to  the  grave.  We  are  the  Apocalyptical  angels  to  sound  the  alarm  and 
send  the  cry,  that  poisoners  shall  not  enter  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  are 
destitute  of '  eternal  life.  The  term  in  Greek  rendered  "sorcerers," 
shoald  have  been  translated  "poisoners,"  and  applies  to  these  last  days 
of  death-bed  suffering  and  agony.       Friends   of  humanity,  unite,  rally, 
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and  come  up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  against  the  mighty.  Let  our  meet- 
ing on  the  first  Thursday  of  January,  1850,  in  numbers  and  in  spirit, 
demonstrate  to  the  world,  that  we  are  in  earnest,  and  that  we  are  men. 
Incorporated  rights  and  entire  success  are  before  us  ;  and  they,  and  they 
only  who  fight,  win  the  battle,  and  reap  the  fruits  of  victory. 

A  Friend  of  the  Society. 


CASES  REPORTED  IN  WHICH  QUININE  WAS  EREELY 

USED. 

Case  1. — A  boy  of  about  six  years  of  age  had  a  chill  on  Friday  morn- 
ing. On  Saturday  morning  a  dose  of  lobelia  was  given  ;  but  he  had 
a  chill  that  morning,  and  another  at  night,  while  he  had  considerable 
fever.  About  four  grains  of  quinine  were  given.  He  was  quite  restless 
through  the  night,  frequently  starting  as  if  frightened  ;  and,  withal,  was 
somewhat  deranged.  On  Sunday  morning  about  three  grains  of  quinine 
were  given,  while  he  had  yet  considerable  fever.  He  grew  worse,  and. 
I  was  called  to  see  hipa  in  the  evening.  I  found  him  with  high  fever 
and  very  restless,  with  congestion  of  the  brain,  liver,  stomach,  and  spleen. 
I  immediately  gave  him  a  dose  of  lobelia  inflata,  which  acted  promptly. 
I  gave  him  also  an  alkali.  His  flesh  soon  became  as  cool  as  is  natural ; 
but,  instead  of  relief,  he  was  more  restless,  and  appeared  to  be  much 
worse  than  before.  His  reasoning  powers  seemed  entirely  gone.  I  dis- 
continued all  medical  treatment  until  his  fever  began  to  come  on  again; 
and  then  I  produced  an  evacuation  of  the  bowels  by  local  means.  I  gave 
nothing  more  until  the  next  morning.  He  slept  much  better  that  night 
than  the  night  before.  On  Monday  morning  he  awoke  calm,  and 
was  disposed  to  be  playful;  but,  when  he  made  an  attempt  to  walk,  he 
found  himself  too  weak,  unless  supported  by  some  person.  I  then  made 
nine  pills  composed  of  sulphate  of  quinine,  fifteen  grains  ;  capsicum, 
four  grains  ;  podophyllum  peltatum,  four  grains  ;  gave  him  five  in  the 
course  of  two  or  three  hours,  and  directed  two  to  be  given  the  next 
morning,  (Tuesday,)  one  on  Wednesday  morning,  and  the  other  on 
Thursday  morning.  He  had  no  more  return  of  fever,  but  continued  to 
improve. 

Case  2. — A  man  about  thirty-five  years  of  age  was  taken  with  a  chill 
on  Sunday  morning  I  saw  him  on  Monday  night,  about  eleven 
o'clock,  and  found  him  quite  restless,  with  congestion  of  the  stomach 
and  liver,  difficulty  in  breathing,  expectoration  of  mucus,  and  having 
seven  or  eight  evacuations  per  day.  I  immediately  gave  him  an  emetic 
of  lobelia  inflata,  with  the  free  use  of  warm  water.  At  one  o'clock,  his 
stomach  being  settled,  I  gave  him  twelve  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinine 
and  two  drachms  of  compound  tincture  of  myrrh.  At  six  o'clock,  I  gave 
him  ten  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinine  and;one  dr.  of  compound  tincture 
of  myrrh,  and  directed  strong  sage  tea  to  be  drank  freely.  During  the 
day,  (Tuesday,)  he  had  no  chill,  and  but  two  evacuations.  At  night  I 
gave  him  five  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinine  and  one  dram  of  compound 
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tincture  of  myrrh.  On  Wednesday  he  had  no  evacuation.  The  con- 
gestion in  the  stomach  and  liver  was  nearly  gone;  the  tongue  was  clean- 
incr  off;  but  he  complained  of  pain  in  the  right  side  of  the  thorax,  diffi- 
culty of  breathing,  and  some  cough,  with  expectoration  of  mucus,  mixed 
with  blood.  I  gave  him  at  night  ten  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinine,  ten 
arains  of  capsicum,  six  grains  of  podophyllum  peltatum,  and  six  of 
rheum.  On  Thursday  I  gave  no  medicine  except  salvia.  On  Friday 
the  pain  in  the  right  side  was  increased,  the  breathing  and  expectoration 
were  more  difficult,  and  were  attended  with  pain,  particularly,  when  an 
attempt  was  made  to  cough.  He  had  one  or  two  evacuations  per  day. 
On  this  day,  I  gave  five  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinine,  and  applied  a  sin- 
apism to  the  side,  with  directions  to  move  it  from  one  place  to  another,  as 
often  as  it  caused  severe  smarting.  I  gave  a  tea  of  salvia,  serpentaria,  and 
inflata,  to  be  drank  in  small  portions  at  a  time,  and  continued  through 
the  evening.  On  Saturday  the  patient  was  convalescent.  Treatment, 
similar  to  that  on  Friday,  was  continued  on  Saturday  and  Sunday.  No 
farther  medication  was  considered  necessary,  except  the  use  of  some 
simple  teas  to  assist^expectoration. 

Query — Are  not  capsicum,  astringents,  and  alcoholic  drinks  improper 
remedies,  when  the  lungs  are  diseased  ?  J.  B.   Spiers. 

Dinwiddle  Co.,  Va.,  Oct.,  1849. 


CINCHONA-QUININE. 

"  Of  all  the  remedies  included  amongst  tonics,  cinchona  is  universally 
admitted  as  by  far  the  most  powerful  in  operation.  It  accordingly  pro- 
duces in  the  highest  degree,  those  effects  upon  the  system  which  have 
been  ascribed  to  this  class  of  remedies,  increasing  the  muscular  energy, 
as  well  as  the  force  and  fulness  of  the  pulse,  in  a  more  remarkable  man- 
ner than  any  other  tonic  in  the  Materia  Medica.  But,  although  its  prin- 
cipal value  is  dependent  on  this  operation,  it  is  astringent  by  the  tannic 
acid  it  contains,  while  aromatic  properties  are  imparted  to  it  by  the  pres- 
ence of  some  essential  oil.  Since  its  first  introduction  into  European 
practice,  near  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century,  it  has  bc-en  cele- 
brated for  its  antiperiodic  powers  ;  and  the  succeeding  experience  of 
two. hundred  years  has  only  added  to  its  reputation,  and  stamped  upon  it 
the  character  of  being  unsurpassed  in  the  cure  of  intermittent  diseases." 
"  Of  all  the  varieties  of  bark,  the  yellow  is  most  commonly  preferred." 

"  The  effects  of  quinine  upon  the  animal  economy  are  so  closely  allied 
to  those  of  the  barks  which  yield  it,  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  as- 
tringency  of  the  latter,  no  material  difference  can  be  found  between 
them.  The  small  bulk  of  an  efficacious  dose,  and  the  consequent  read- 
iness with  which  it  may  he  augmented  to  any  degree,  as  well  as  other 
circumstances,  have  led  to  its  almost  universal  adoption  in  cases  where 
the  other  preparations  were  accustomed  to  be  employed."  "  The  most 
important  of  the  therapeutical  applications  of  quina  is  to  the  cure  of  in- 
termittent fever."  <k  The  mode  of  administration,  however,  varies;  some 
preferring  its  exhibition  in   a  single  large  dose,  just    five  or  six  hours) 
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before  the  paroxysms;  while  others  consider,  that  small  and  repeated 
doses  are  more  efficacious,  when  taken  during  the  apyretic  interval." 
"We should  hesitate  to  exhibit  it  as  some  have  done,  where  the  excited 
state  of  the  circulation  rather  indicates  active  depletion  than  tonic  med- 
icines; but,  after  its  impetus  has  been  reduced  by  lobelia  and  sudorifics, 
even  when  the  pulse  remains  quick,  with  some  fever  continuing  unsub- 
dued, quina  is  a  most  important  remedy.'' 

"  Various  nervous  affections,  met  with  in  debilitated  subjects,  espec- 
ially when  occurring  periodically,  are  successfully  treated  by  bark  or 
quina.  Neuralgia,  toothache,  headache,  &,c.  have  been  signally  benefit- 
ed by  their  use." 

''Debility,  whether  occurring  as  the  result  of  insufficient  food,  close 
hot  rooms,  over  exertion,  long  continued  illness,  or  other  causes  of  a 
weakening  character,  is  most  advantageously  treated  by  them  also. 
Boils  and  carbuncles,  also,  as  well  as  inflammations  and  ulcerations 
about  the  mouth,  cheeks,  and  gums,  are  apt,  especially  in  children,  to 
appear  under  this  atonic  condition  of  the  general  health;  and,  although, 
in  all  these  cases,  good  air,  nutritious  food,  and  healthy  lodgings,  are 
most  important  remedial  means,  yet  quina  aids,  in  a  surprising  manner, 
the  rapidity  of  the  cure." 

"  In  enlargement  of  the  spleen  associated  with  intermittent  fevers  of 
every  grade,  there  is  no  remedy  of  equal  efficacy  to  the  sulphate  of  quina 
in  full  doses." 

I  was  sent  for  to  see  a  gentleman  of  about  forty  years  of  age  who  was 
so  afflicted  with  acute  disease  of  the  spleen,  that,  when  I  saw  him,  he 
could  not  turn  himself  in  bed  without  producing  grrat  pain.  He  had  al- 
ready taken  a  lobelia  emetic,  and  had  experienced  great  relief  from  the 
pain  he  was  suffering  before  he  took  the  lobelia.  I  gave  him  40  grains 
of  quinine  to  take  in  about  48  hours.  I  also  applied  a  plaster  of  cayenne 
to  the  left  side,  and  gave  an  aperient.  On  the  third  day  from  the  time 
that  I  prescribed  for  him,  he  could  walk  about  without  any  inconven- 
ience. 

"  The  control  which  the  sulphate  of  quinia  is  found  to  exercise  over 
an  enlarged  and  congested  spleen,  would,  of  itself,  even  if  direct  testi- 
mony was  wanting  in  favor  of  the  practice,  prompt  to  the  free  use  of  this 
medicine  in  congestive  fever,  although  the  spleen  be  not  specially  im- 
plicated. The  whole  portal  circulation,  in  this  form  of  fever,  is  in  a  state 
closely  analogous  to  that  of  the  spleen,  viz, — accumulation  and  conges- 
tion of  the  blood  in  the  immense  venous  meshes  of  the  stomach,  the  in- 
testines, and  the  liver.  The  kind  of  medication  successful  in  one  chain 
of  this  great  circle  can  hardly  fail  of  good  effect  in  the  others." 

If, it  be  wished  io  avoid  nausea  and  headache,  with  more  or  less  fever- 
ishness  and  thirst,  and  a  determination  of  blood  to  the  head,  with  a  flush- 
ed countenance,  ringing  in  the  ears,  and  a  rapid  pulse,  and  giddiness, 
let  lobelia  do  its  work  well  before  quinine  is  given.  An  Allopathic  doc- 
tor was  asked  by  one  of  his  patients,  how  it  was,  that  nine  grains — his 
usual  dose — of  quinine,  was  followed  by  so  much  distress  in,  the  head, 
when  given  by  him,  while  fifteen  grains  given  by  me  would  not  produce 
such  bad  effects.  His  answer,  in  substance,  was,  that  I  swept  out  the 
stomach  with  lobelia,  and  gave  the  quinine  on  a  clean  stomach.  Con- 
sequently, it  did  not  cause  s'u  much  distress  in  the  head. 
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After  all  that  may  be  said  about  the  use  of  quinine,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  a  great  deal  more  of  it  is  used  than  is  actually  necessary.  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  ordinary  ague  and  fever  may  be  more  successfully  treat- 
ed without  the  use  of  quinine  than  with  it.  But  I  know  not  how  to  get 
along  in  practice  so  well,  without  it ;  for,  by  using  quinine,  it  will  be 
found,  for  the  time  being,  that  not  more  than  about  half  the  quantity 
of  other  medicines  will  be  necessary.  Quinine,  to  all  appearances,  in 
some  cases,  accomplishes  more  good  in  a  short  time  than  any  other  to- 
nic or  stimulant  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  or,  at  least,  which  I  am  in 
the  habit  of  using.  I  have  suddenly  and  effectually  put  a  stop  to  inter- 
mittents  by  one  large  dose  of  quinine.  When  the  paroxysms  occur  ev- 
ery second  day,  I  prefer  giving  from  ten  to  twenty  grains  of  quinine  on 
the  day  of  intermission,  and  five  grains  on  the  next  day,  before  the  chill 
comes  on.  I  consider  it  quite  necessary  to  use  capsicum,  zingiber, 
salvia,  or  some  diffusive  stimulant  or  sudorific,  in  connection  with  qui- 
nine. J.  B.  Spiers. 

Dinwiddie  Co.,  Va.,  Sept.,  1849. 


CORRECTION. 

Prof.  Newton  : — It  appears  that  persons,  in  writing,  may  sometimes 
suppose  that  they  have  committed  to  paper  ideas  which  they  have  in 
mind;  when,  from  absent-mindedness,  or  some  other  cause,  they  have 
only  written  down  broken  sentences,  which  either  make  nonsense  or 
convey  ideas  different  from  those  intended.  Such  seems  to  have  been 
the  case  in  the  last  seven  or  eight  lines  of  a  letter  of  mine,  published  in 
the  17th  No.  of  your  Journal,  on  page  273.  Those  lines  referred  to 
should  read  as  follows  : 

I  know  not  what  some  of  the  people,  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
employing  Allopathic  doctors,  will  do.  They  have  become  afraid  of 
calomel,  and  yet  are  not  quite  willing  to  use  lobelia.  I  believe  there  are 
many  such,  who  would  prefer  our  practice,  if  it  were  not  for  the  un- 
pleasant operation  of  lobelia.  Yes,  sir,  there  are  manv  such,  in  this 
section  of  country,  who  would  be  willing  to  adopt  our  practice  entirely, 
if  we  could  give  them  medicines  which  would  effect  a  cure  without  pro- 
ducing emesis.  What  are  we  to  do  with  such  cases?  Will  some  of  our 
friends  of  Yankee  ingenuity  give  the  answer?  J.  B.  Spiers. 

Dinwiddie  Co.,  Va.,  Sept.,l84t9. 

:•■  , 

NOTICE. 

The  annual  meeeting  of  the  Bay  State  Medical  Reform  Associa- 
tion is  to  be  holden  in  Lowell,  on  Thursday, 'the  third  day  of  January 
next,  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.  An  address  will  be  delivered  by  Professor 
Newton  of  Worcester,  and  subjects  of  vital  importance  are  to 
come  before  the  meeting.  A  general  attendance  of  members  and  friends 
of  the  cause  of  Meddeal  Heform  is  earnestly  solicited. 

Persons  from  abroad  will  please  call  on  the  subscriber,  corner  of  Mer- 
rimack and  John  St.,  or  on  Drs,  Runals  and  Churchill,  No.  16,  Merri- 
mack St.,  for  further  directions.  L.  W.  Jenness,  Secretary. 

LmrcU,  Dee.  1st,  1849. 
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THE  EXIGENCY. 

The  present  is  a  time  which  seems  to  demand  of  every  friend  to  the 
cause  of  reform  in  medicine  the  vigorous  and  well  applied  exertion  of  all 
his  powers.  Our  course  is  onward.  Multitudes,  who  have,  till  lately, 
been  the  warm  friends  of  Allopathy,  are  fast  losing  their  confidence,  and 
are  joining  the  ranks  of  Botanies.  Allopathic  physicians  themselves, 
who  have  hitherto  looked  on  the  progress  of  true  professional  science 
with  scorn,  are  now,  in  great  numbers,  beginning  to  adopt,  in  a  meas- 
ure, our  agents  and  mode  of  practice.  Even  those  who  affect,  among 
themselves,  to  despise  all  innovation,  are  constrained,  by  love  of  pop- 
ularity, to  profess,  to  their  patients  and  the  community,  that  they  favor 
and  adopt  many  parts  of  our  system. 

Under  .such  circumstances,  there  is  every  encouragement  to  the  most 
unyielding  perseverance,  in  every  good  work.  The  means  of  scattering 
lioht  and  helping  forward  a  common  cause  are  various.  The  Worcester 
Medical  Institution  and  the  New  England  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal  must  be  sustained.  The  importance  of  objects  like  these,  and 
the  best  means  of  sustaining  them,  need  to  be  publicly  discussed.  For 
this  purpose,  Societies  and  meetings  are  necessary.  Physicians  should 
look  beyond  the  circle  of  their  own  private  practice  and  private  inter- 
ests ;   and  they  should  be  ready  to  make  sacrifices  for  the  public  welfare. 

To  contemplate  objects  of  transcendent  importance  in  the  profession, 
there  is  to  be  a  meeting  of  the  Bay  State  Medical  Reform  Association, 
in  the  city  of  Lowell  on  Thursday,  the  third  of  January  next.  Let  that 
meeting  be  well  attended  ;  let  the  objects  before  it  be  discussed  with 
interest;  and  let  appropriate  practical  measures  be  adopted.  The  result 
of  such  a  course  shall  be  greatly  to  "  enlarge  our  borders  and  strengthen 
our  stakes."  > 


THE  PARKMAN  TRAGEDY. 

Probably,  not  an  incident  of  such  exciting  character  as  the  one  here 
referred  to,  has  occurred  in  this  part  of  the  country,  for  many  years  past. 
In  atrocity  and  aggravation  of  circumstances,  the  murder  of  Mathews  at 
Waterville,  Maine,  by  Dr.  Coolidge  of  that  place,  bears  no  comparison. 
Dr.  Parkman  was  a  wealthy  and  respectable  physician  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  a  brother  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Parkman,  well  known  as  an  emi- 
nent Unitarian  clergyman   of  the  same  city. 

Dr.  Webster,  the  supposed  murderer,  was,  while  in  his  collegiate 
course,  a  class-mate  with  Dr.  P. ;  but,  for  some  time  past,  has  not  been 
on  terms  of  amity  with  him.  Dr.  W.  has  been,  for  about  twenty-five 
years,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Cambridge,  and  has 
officiated  in  the  College  proper,  and  in  the  Medical  Department  at  Bos- 
ton. 


384  THE    PARKMAN    TRAGEDY. 

Dr.  Parkman  disappeared  on  Friday,  Nov.  23d,  at  about  one  o'clock, 
P.  M.  lie  was  last  seen  going  into  Prof.  Webster's  room,  in  the  Medi- 
cal College.  On  Friday,  JNov.  30th,  fragments  of  a  human  body  were 
discovered  in  and  about  the  Professor's  apartments;  and  these  have 
since  been  identified  as  parts  of  Dr.  P's  body.  On  the  evening  of  the 
day  of  the  discovery,  Prof.  W.  was  arrested,  and  confined  in  Leverett 
Street  jail  in  Boston,  where  he  remains  to  await  his  trial  for  a  supposed 
deliberate  murder. 

Daring  the  week  previous  to  his  arrest,  he  had  kept  a  fire  where  he 
had  not  been  wont,  and  where,  it  is  supposed,  he  had  no  occasion  to 
keep  one,  for  professional  purposes.  He  had  also  taken  care,  during 
this  time,  to  keep  the  keys  of  his  apartment  in  his  own  possession  over 
night,  and  had  built  his  own  fire  in  the  morning,  instead  of  leaving  the 
keys  with  the  janitor,  and  allowing  him  to  put  the  room  in  order  in  the 
morning,  as  had  before  been  his  uniform  custom. 

Some  of  the  fragments  of  the  lost  body  were  found  in  the  Professor's 
vault,  and  some  stowed  away  in  an  old  tea-chest  and  covered  with  hem* 
lock  bark.  Of  the  missing  portions,  calcined  bones  were  discovered  in 
the  furnace  used  for  chemical  purposes.  Some  false  teeth  of  Dr.  Park- 
man  were  taken  out  of  the  furnace,  partially  melted  and  destroyed,  but 
yet  in  a  condition  to  be  recognised  by  the  dentist  who  had  recently  set 
them,  and  to  compare  with  the  cast  which  had  been  taken  of  the  doctor's 
mouth. 

Several  other  circumstances  have  transpired,  all  tending  slrongly  to 
confirm  the  suspicion  that  Prof.  Webster  is  the  murderer  of  his  former 
classmate  and  friend.  Of  the  direct  cause  or  motives  leading  to  this 
dreadful  event  but  little  is  known,  further  than  the  facts,  that  Prof.  W. 
had,  for  a  considerable  time  been  in  debt  to  Dr.  P.  in  the  sum  of  about 
$483,  and  that  the  latter  had  called,  by  the  request  of  the  former,  at  the 
Medical  College  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  his  due.  Dr.  Parkman 
was  a  man  of  wealth,  fond  of  gain,  and  said  sometimes  to  be  rather  se- 
vere towards  his  delinquent  creditors.  Dr.  Webster,  on  the  contrary, 
though  sustained  by  an  ample  salary  for  his  services,  at  Cambridge  and 
at  Boston,  was  yet  without  economy  and  somewhat  given  to  extrava- 
gance in  his  habits  of  living.  As  a  consequence,  he  was  generally  more 
or  less  embarrassed  in  his  pecuniary  matters;  and  the  debt  to  Dr.  P.  had 
already  been  the  occasion  of  considerable  altercation,  and  the  expression 
of  hostile  feelings  between  the  parties. 

Prof  Webster,  though  somewhat  irascible  in  his  temper,  was  yet,  in 
general,  kind  and  social  in  his  manners,  and  altogether  above  suspicion, 
in  reference  to  a  crime  of  this  nature.  He  was  regarded  as  a  man  of 
good  talents,  though  as  a  Lecturer  on  Chemistry  he  was  exceedingly 
dry  and  uninteresting. 

The  occurrence  of  this  horrible  affair  involves  <he  interests  of  society 
in  general,  and  especially  of  the  Medical  College  in  which  the  Professor 
was,  at  the  time,  lecturing.  The  College,  however,  should  not  be  held 
responsible  for  the  supposed  crime  of  one  of  its  officers;  and,  in  decid- 
ing the  question  of  the  prisoner's  guilt,  irrespective  of  his  rank  in  the 
community,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  proper  tribunal  will,  in  due  time, 
award  him  justice,  whether  it  be  condemnation  or  acquittal. 
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NOTICES. 

Cancers  Cured, 

BY    MEANS    HERETOFORE    UNKNOWN. 

The  subscriber  is  now  prepared  to  announce,  that  he  has  in  his  possession  the 
means  of  removing  Cancers, — not  only  without  the  aid  of  the  knife,  but  ordinarily 
without  the  use  of  escharotics,  and  also  without  extraction  in  any  form.  The  sys- 
tem of  operation  is  based  on  the  leading  principles  of  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M.  D., — 
that  the  human  organization  is  a  sort  of  galvanic  battery,  the  nerves  of  which  are 
the  conductors,  and  the  nervo-vital  fluid  is  the  electric  fluid  of  the  battery.'  The 
system  supposes,  that,  by  a  proper  increase  and  direction  of  electric  power,  the  vital 
•energies  can  be  so  augmented,  as  effectually  to  destroy,  and,  by  means  of  the  ab- 
sorbents, eradicate  from  the  body  the  cancerous  growth.  Occasionally,  however, 
when  extirpation  by  the  knife  has  been  attempted,  the  use  of  vegetable  caustics,  to 
some  extent,  is  required.  By  this  system,  internal  Cancers,  located  on  some  one  of 
the  abdominal  viscera,  where  they  can  not  be  reached  by  caustics,  can  be  destroyed. 

As  some  evidence  that  the  statements  here  made  are  not  a  humbug,  like  the  ten 
thousand  and  one  advertisements  of  the  present  day,  the  subscriber  is  not  only  rea- 
dy to  explain  his  theory  to  those  who  candidly  wish  to  inform  themselves,  but  wil- 
ling to  undertake  the  treatment  of  any  Cancer,  where  the  circumstances  are  ordi- 
narily hopeful,  with  the  distinct  agreement,  that,  without  a  cure,  there  shall  be  no 
charge.  C.  NEWTON,  M.  D. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Hattooks'  Bus&aT  Vista  Pills. 

Purely     Vegetable. 

In  offering  this  medicine  to  the  public,  we  introduce  the  most  mild,  easy,  and  certain  ca- 
thartic ever  known  5  not  the  least  griping  or  dpistic  effects  attending  their  operation  We 
dc  not  pretend  to  cure  every  form  of  disease  with  these  pills,  neither  do  we  expect  to  raise 
the  dead,  or  kill  the  living  ;  but  we  do  know  that  these  pills  will  cure  diseases  of  the  liver,  in 
any  form ;  such  as  acute  or  chronic  inflammation,  jaundice  in  its  worst  stages,  dyspepsia, 
constipated  bowels,  headache,  heartburn,  flatulency,  and  in  fevers  they  are  the  only  medicine 
needed.  They  will  break  the  most  malignant  type,  if  taken  in  its  first  stage,  according  to  the 
directions  accompanying  each  box  :  they  will  also  remove  all  female  obstructions  immediate- 
ly ;  and  in  rheumatism  and  gout  they  are  an  infalible  remedy  if  persevered  in.  In  all  affections 
of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  organs,  we  can  recommend  them  as  a  perfectly  safe  and  efficacious 
remedy — gravel,  chronic  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  or  bladder  stricture  can  be  cured  in  a 
short  time  with  these  pills.  As  a  general  cathartic,  they  are  the  best  ever  offered  to  the  pub- 
Sic,  because  they  strengthen  the  bowels  and  leave  the  system  in  a  healthy  state,  operating 
without  the  least  griping  or  pain. 

Manufactured  and  sold  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  proprieter,  Dr.  E.  J.  MATTOCKS, 
at  his  Medical  Dispensary,  No.  24  Fifth  Street,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  sold  by  agents  throughout 
the  United  States. 

United  States  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Depot, 

108  John  Street,  New   York. 

H.  WINCHESTER,  Wholesale  Dealer  in  Thomsonian  rf'nd  Botanic  Medicines,  Sha- 
ker's Herbs,  Gardens  Seeds,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Distilled  Waters,  Ex- 
racts,  Ointments,  Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually  kept 
in  Botanic  Stores. 

Q33  The  trade  supplied  at  the  lowest  Market  Prices. 

Thomsonian  Infirmary  and  Medicine  Store. 

Dr.  WILLIAM  CLARK  may  be  consulted  at  his  Infirmary,  Kos.  80  and  82, 
Carver  Street,  Boston. 


NOTICES. 

New  England  Thomsonian  Depot  and  General  Herbarium. 

79  and  81  JBlackstone  Street,  Boston t  Mass. 

^T  Da.  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE  would  respectfully  inform  his  friends  and  the 
public,  that  he  is  now  making  an  addition  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  his  former 
extensive  stock  of  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Medicines,  which  will  enable  him  to 
supply  wholesale  dealers,  practitioners,  and  private  families  on  better  terms  than  any 
dealer  in  the  country. 

His  assortment  embraces  all  the  varieties  of  medicines  usually  furnished  by  simi- 
lar establishments,  together  with  an  extensive  stock  of  Apothecaries'  Glass  Ware, 
Syringes,  Dental  and  Surgical  Instruments,  of  the  most  approved  kinds,  Trusses, 
Abdominal  Supporters,  OilsT  Extracts,  &c,  &c,  and  a  constant  supply  of  Brandy, 
Gin,  Wines,  and  other  liquors,  of  the  best  brand,  for  medicinal  purposes. 

His  whole  stock  has  recently  been  submitted  to  a  careful  examination,  and  every 
article,  which,  from  age  or  other  causes,  had  deteriorated,  has  been  removed,  and  he 
warrants  his  whole  stock  fregh  and  new. 

The  rapid  increase  of  the  Botanic  System  of  Medical  Practice,  has  produced  a  cor- 
responding demand  for  medicine,  and  country  traders  unacquainted  with  prescribing 
-have  felt  the  necessity  of  keeping  a  small  assortment  of  articles  suitably  labelled  for 
family  use. 

To  meet  this  exigency,  Dr.  Pike  has  committed  the  department  of  Pharmacy  to 
Dr.  James  Osgood,  one  of  the  most  experienced  physicians  in  the  country,  whose 
services  he  has  secured  for  five  years  ;  and  he  now  offers  for  sale  a  large  variety  of 
new  articles,  of  great  value,  which  have  been  thoroughly  tested  in  private  practice 
'for  many  yfcars,  accompanied  with  adequate  directions  for  family  use,  and  fully  adapt 
ed  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Botanic  community,  in  all  their  diseases,  whether 
chronic  or  acute. 

The  rapid  sale  of  these  medicines,  and  the  accumulated  testimony  of  their  effi- 
ciency, are  a  sure  indication  that  the  public  appreciate  the  value  of  medicines,  com- 
pounded by  physicians  of  age  and  experience,  when  compared  with  articles  thrust 
upon  them  by  mere  tyros  in  medicine,  who  are  perfectly  ■unacquainted  with  the 
physiological  state  of  the  system,  and,  if  it  is  diseased,  are  incompetent  of  course,  to 
prepare  remedies  adapted  to  restore  it  to  its  normal  state. 

JOB  T.  DICKENS,  M*  !>., 

Th©iii§©Mlaia  Hot&iilc  Physician  &  Surgeon* 

BOTANIC  MEDICINES  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL. 
Residence — Charter  Street,  two  doors  from  State  Street,  opposite  the  Post  Office, 

JYewhuryport,  Mass. 

Wm.  A.  Wriglit,  M.  ©., 

JBarnesville,  Pike  Co..,  Ga., 
Offers   his   professional  services    to  the    citizens  of  Pike,  and   will   keep  con- 
stantly on  hand  Larrabee's  Botanic  Medicines  and  the  various  compounds,  to  retail 
to  the  afflicted 


NOTICES. 

Dr.  I.  Jacobs9  Pills. 

lobelia  Extract  Pills. — These  Pills  are'  prepared  from  the  juice  of  the  green 
herb,  and  evaporated  to  the  consistency  of  a  pill  mass,  at  a  temperature  of  about  98 
degrees  Fahr.  This  is  an  admirable  mode  of  administering  lobelia,  and  considered 
preferable,  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  to  all  others.  The  Pills  are  used,  in  many 
cases,  where  vomiting  is  not  considered  necesssary,  and  their  operation  is  highly 
salutary.     Price  $1,00  per  box,  accompanied  with  full  directiones. 

Boneset  Extract  Pills,  designed  for  biliary  derangement,  useful  in  dyspepsia, 
morbid  state  of  the  liver,  jaundice,  &c.  Good  also  in  scrofula,  and  consumption 
Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  fall  directions. 

Clever  Extract  Pills,  for  purifying  the  blood  and  strengthening  the  system ;  a  val- 
uable remedy,  also,  in  debility,  nervous  affections,  and  female  complaints  gener- 
ally.    Price  33  cents  per  box,  withftdl  directions. 

The  proprietor  offers  these  medicines  to  the  Profession,  with  full  confidence,  that 
they  will  meet  the  highest  expectations. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  by  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE,  79  and  81  Blackstone 
Street,  Boston,  Mass. 


Wilson's  Xhomsonian  and  Hotanic  Laboratory^ 

No.  18,  Central  Street Boston,  Mass, 

C3P  The  subscribers  would  respectfully  inform  the  public,  that  they  have  recently 
opened  the  above  establishment,  where  may  be  found  an  extensive  assortment  of  Bo- 
tanic and  Tliomsonian  Medicines,  Shaker  Herbs,  Extracts,  Oils,  &c.  Springes  of 
all  kinds,  and  all  the  different  Medical  Wofts  upon  the  reformed  system  of  practice 
published  in  the  United  States ;  also,  Brandy,  Wines,  and  other  liquors  of  the  choic- 
est brands,  for  medicinal  purposes  only. 

Having  made  arrangements  to  obtain  all  articles,  that  are  indiegnous  to  this  coun- 
try, directly  from  those  parts  where  they  are  grown,  and  found  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance and  perfection,  they  are  prepared  to  supply  Wholesale  Dealers,  Practitioners, 
and  others,  with  medicines  of  superior  quality,  at  prices  as  low  as  they  are  sold  at  any 
similar  establishment  in  the  country.  The  utmost  care  will  be  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  Compounds.  Medicines  neatly  put  up  in  small  packages,  and  labelled  with 
full  directions  for  family  use,  if  required,  and  safely  packed  for  any  climate. 

Orders,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  from  the  most  distant  sections  of  the  country, 
promptly  and  faithfully  attended  to.  B.  OSGOOD  WILSON, 

G.  CARLOS  WILSON. 
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Iffattson's  American  Vegetable  Practice,  or  Family  .Guide. 

Second  Edition,  Revised,  with  Important  Additions. 

I.  Anatomy,  with  a  Steel  Engraving  of  the  Human  Skeleton,  back  and  front 
view,  and  a  number  of  Wood  Illustrations. 

II.  The  Old  School  Practice. 

III.  Vegetable  Materia  Medica,  with  twenty-four  beautifully  colored  Illustrations, 

IV.  Compounds. 

V.  Description  of  Diseases,  Treatment,  &c. 

VI.  Guide  for  Women,  or  Simplified  Treatise  of  Child  Birth;  Description  of 
Diseases  of  Females  and  Infants,  &c. 

It  is  generally  conceded,  that  there  is  no  better  Botanic  Work  than  this  for  fami- 
lies. Every  Botanic  Physician  also  should  h<tve  a  copy  of  it  in  his  library.  It  has 
received  great  favor  in  England,  and  is  publicly  announced  there,  by  some  of  the 
educated  and  prominent  Physicians,  as  their  Guide  of  Practice. 

For  sale  by 

WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 
the  Publisher  and  Proprietor,  at  the  New  England  Botanic  Depot,  rear  of  47,  Hano- 
ver Street,  Boston,  Mass.     Also  an  extensive  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines,  and 
every  thing  that  appertains  to  an  establishment  of  the  kind,  very  low,  for  cash  or 
approved  credit. 


NOTICE. 

Laboratory  of  Thoinsonian  Bot anic  Medicine, 

No.  20,  South  Calvert  St Baltimore. 

THE  first  mill  erected  in  the  United  States  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing 
Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicines. 

The  subscriber  has  the  largest  and  most  complete  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines 
in  the  United  States,  comprising  all  the  various  Compounds  and  other  articles  re- 
commended by  Dr.  S.  Thomson,  besides  an  extensive  variety  of  other  approved 
Botanic  Medicines.  Having  erected  his  Steam  Mills  expressly  for  the  above  Medi- 
cines, he  is  enabled  to  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  and  warrants  his  Medicines 
to  be  genuine  and  pure,  prepared  in  the  best  manner,  and  clear  of  any  deleterious  or 
poisonous  qualities,  as  he  does  not  admit  any  thing  of  that  nature  about  his  establish- 
ment. 

An  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years,  in  the  practice,  preparation,  and  com- 
pounding of  Botanic  Medicines,  from  the  very  best  and  purest  materials  in  the  mar- 
ket, has  afforded  him  just  grounds  to  flatter  himself,  that  his  Medicines,  after  a  fair 
trial,  will  compete  with  any  which  may  be  offered  to  the  friends  of  the  Botanic 
cause,  within  the  whole  range  of  our  countr}-. 

E^5  It  is  of  great  importance,  that  Practitioners,  and  others,  using  Botanic  Medi- 
cines, should  be  apprised,  that  all  the  articles  manufactured  at  his  establishment  are 
pulverized, — not  ground, — between  an  upper  and  nether  mill -stone  ;  as  the  latter 
process  heats,  and  consequently  injures,  if  it  does  not  destroy  the  medical  virtues  of 
all  articles  submitted  to  such  an  operation. 

On  hand  all  the  various  Medical  Works  on  the  Botanic  System,  together  with  a 
general  assortment  of  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  and  all  the  articles  connected  with  the 
business.  Those  wishing  pure  Medicines  can  be  supplied  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms  by  EPH'M.  LARRABEE. 

May,  1847. 

«F.  Jackson,  M.  D.,  Botanic  Physician, 

Mo.  102,  Court  Street boston. 

House,  No.  42,  Poplar  Street.     Calls  in  the  city  and  country  attended  to. 
PP  Botanic  Medicines,  wholesale  and  retail. 


NOTICES. 

Medical    Education. 

In  compliance  with  the  solicitations  of  several  friends,  the  undersigned  has  consented 
to  instruct  a  few  young  men.  in  the  various  branches  connected  with  a  liberal  Medical  Edu- 
cation, including  Botany.  He  now  has  a  class  of  five  young  men.  and  is  willing  to  add  a 
few  more  to  this  nu<nber.  He,  therefore,  offers  his  services  to  those  who  may  wish  a  thorough 
Medical  Education. 

In  reference  to  his  facilities  and  qualifications,  he  would  simply  state,  he  is  a  graduate  of 
both  Allopathic  and  Botanic  Schools,  has  an  extensive  Library  of  choice  Authors,  both  An- 
cient and  Modern,  a  set  of  full  length  Colored  Anatomical  Plates,  Diagrams,  &c,  wet  and 
dry  Specimens,  Surgical  Apparatus,  Obstetrical  Manikins,  and  Dissecting  Facilities,  to  any 
amount. 

In  addition,  he  enjoys  an  extensive  Clinical  Practice,  with  frequent  Surgical  Cases,  from 
which  his  students  will  be  supplied  with  any  number  of  patients,  to  be  attended  under  his 
supervision  ;  thus  qualifying  his  pupils  for  practice,  before  they  enter  on  the  responsible  du- 
ties of  their  profession. 

Persons  desiring  further  information  will  please  address,  post  paid. 

Petersburg,    Va.,  July,  1848.  CHARLES  J.  KENWORTHY,  M.  D. 

Br.  Skinner's  ■  Clarified  Oil  of  Cod-Fisli  Liver, 

For  the  cure  of  Consumption,  Scrofula,  Rheumatism,  &c.  The  medicinal  vir- 
tues of  this  valuable  Gil  are  truly  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  age.  Con- 
sumption and  Scrofula  will  yield  to  its  influence  in  nine  cases  out  of  every  ten. 

Sold  by  Dr.  S.  at  his  office,  60  1-2  Cornhill  (up  stairs)  Boston,  wholesale  and  retail, 
fjarge  bottles  75  cents — small  ones  37  1-2  cents.  Descriptive  pamphlets  and  cases 
of  cures,  in  this  city  and  in  the  country,  to  be  had  gratis  at  this  office.  The  Oil  is 
recommended  and  approved  by  most  of  the  physicians  of  Boston. 

Liruggists,  and  the  Profession  supplied  at  the  usual  discount. 

Mew  York  State  Tf&ontsonlaiB  and  JBotenIc  Hepot* 
NO.  49,  WASHINGTON  STREET,  ALBANY. 

Dr.  A.  MOSHER,  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  Ttiomsonian  and  Botanic  Med- 
icines, Shaker  Herbs,  Medical  Books,  Class  Ware,  Syringes,  Extracts.,. Ointments, 
Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually  kept  in  Bo- 
tanic Stores. 

Also,  Family  Medicines,  of  all  kinds,  put  up  in  packages,  with  directions  for  fam- 
ily use  ;  together  with 

3foshcr's  Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,    Yellow  Dock*  and  Wild 

Cherry, 
a  new,  and  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  the  removal  and  -permanent  cure  of  diseases 
arising  from  an  impure  state  of  the  blood. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  subscribers,  No.  49,  Washing- 
ton Street,  Albany,  and  also  by  their  authorized  agents,  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. 

A.  MOSHER  &  CO. 

The  above  Compounds  maybe  had  at  No.  1,  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets^ 
'Worcester,  Haste* 


NOTICES. 

]¥cw  England  ISotanico-Medical  College. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY,  &c. 

The  course  of  study  required  by  this  College  is  intended  to  occupy  three  full  years  ;  and 
candidates  for  the  regular  degree  of  M.  D.  must  have  attended  two  full  Courses  of  Medical 
Lectures  in  some  established  Medical  Institution,  one  of  which  must  have  been  in  this  Col- 
lege. They  must  present  satisfactory  testimonials  of  good  moral  character  •,  must  have  a 
competent  literary  education;  and  must  well  sustain  an  examination  in  the  various  branches 
of  medical  study,  as  contained  in  our  Course  of  Lectures,  and  in  the  text-books  which  we  re- 
commend, or  equivalents. 

The  following  are  the  principal  authors  recommended  : — 

On  Anatomy — Wilson,  Quain,  Wistar,  Paxton,  and  Harrison. 

On  Surgery — Pancoast,  Druitt,  Liston,  Cooper,  Velpeau,  and  Castle. 

On  Physiology — Carpenter,  Oliver,  Muller,  and  Dunglison. 

On  Pathology — Gross,  Chomel,  Gallup,  and  Watson. 

On  Materia  Medica — Wood  and  Bache,  Pereira,  and  Kost. 

On  Auscultation  and  Percussion — Laennec,  Williams,  Gerhard,  Bowditch,  and  Watson. 

On  Theory  and  Practice — Watson,  Mackintosh,  Elliotson  and  Stewartson,  Kost,  Mattson, 
Howard,  Worthy,  Comfort,  Smith,  Curtis,  and  Thomson. 

On  the  Institutes  of  Medicine — Gallup  and  Curtis. 

On  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  Children — Churchill,  Eberle,  Chaillv, 
Maygrier,  Velpeau,  Beach,  and  Curtis. 

On  Medical  Jurisprudence — Beck  and  Williams. 

On  Chemistry — Gray,  Silliman,  and  Turner. 

On  Botany — Eaton,  Bigelow,  Gray,  and  Wood. 
The  following  are  the  members  of  the  Faculty  : — 

C.  Newton,  fit.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

I.  M.  Comings,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice,  and  Obstetrics. 

J.  M.  Buzzell,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  JSnatomy  and  Surgery. 

J.  Kost,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany. 

E.  M.  Parritt,  A.  M.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

The  nest  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Thursday  in  March,  1849,  and 
continue  fourteen  weeks.  The  fee  for  a  full  Course  is  $50,  m  advance,  with  a  matricu- 
lation fee  of  $3.  Of  those  who  have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges, 
$10  only  will  be  required.  Graduates  will  be  charged,  in  addition,  $25  for  a  Diploma.  Good 
board  can  he  had  for  $2,25  per  week. 

The  text-books  recommended  will  be  consulted  ecleciicaUy ; — authoritatively,  indeed,  so 
far  as  they  are  descriptive  of  actual  conditions,  as  in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 
the  like  ;  but  otherwise  with  careful  discrimination, — the  fundamental  peculiarity  of  what  is 
taught  in  this  College  being,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  employing  poisons  of  any  kind  as 
medicinal  agents ;  and  that  the  object,  in  exhibiting  any  remedy,  should  be  to  sustain,  and 
not  to  depress  the  vital  powers. 

Quite  extensive  accessions  have,  of  late,  been  made  to  the  Anatomical  and  Chemical  Ap- 
paratus, Library,  £zc.  The  Faculty  of  the  College  now  constitute  a  full  and  eminently  able 
Board  of  Instruction-,  and  the  facilities  to  be  enjoyed  by  students  are,  in  every  way,  ample. 
Dissections,  surgical  operations,  illustrations,  and  experiments,  are  conducted  in  the  most 
advantageous  and  instructive  manner. 

During  the  past  year  several  valuable  specimens  of  Morbid  Anatomy  have  been  added  to 
the  Anatomical  Cabinet,  as  donations  from  friends  of  the  College.  Other  like  favors,  and 
any  such  preparations  as  are  adapted  to  facilitate  illustrative  teaching,  in  any  of  the  depart- 
ments, are  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicited.  C.  NEWTON,  Dean. 

The  New  England  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 

Is  published  on  the  1st  and  16th  of  every  month,  by  C.  Newton*,  M.  D.,  at  No.  1, 
corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets,  Worcester,  Mass.  Each  number  contains  six- 
teen pages  octavo,  with  a  double  cover,  and  the  numbers  of  one  year  constitute  a 
volume.  Terms, — to  subscribers  paying  in  advance,  $1,00  per  year.  Those  delay- 
ing payment  three  months,  will  be  charged  $1,25  ;  and  those  delaying  six  months, 
$1,50.  As  the  price,  in  comparison  to  the  amount  of  matter  afforded,  is  exceeding- 
ly low,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  advance  payment  be  insisted  on,  or  that  a  fair  equiv- 
alent for  delay  be  required.  The  paper  has  received  numerous  testimonials  of  high 
approbation,  and  has  now  obtained  an  extensive  circulation,  not  only  in  New  Eng- 
land, but  also  in  the  South  and  the  West.  It  is  designed  for  domestic  as  well  as 
professional  use,  and  should  be  in  every  family .  All  remittances  and  commu- 
nications pertaining  to  it,  should  be  directed,  post  paid,  to  the  Editor.  Any  person 
forwarding,  post  paid,  the  names  of  four  subscribers,  and  remitting  $4,  shall  re 
ceive  a  fifth  copy  gratis. 


This  Sheet  is  subject  to  Newspaper  Postage  only. 
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NOTICES. 

Cancers  Cured, 

BY    MEANS    HERETOFORE    UNKNOWN. 

The  subscriber  is  now  prepared  to  announce,  that  he  has  in  his  possession  the 
weans  of  removing  Cancers, — not  only  without  the  aid  of  the  knife,  but  ordinarily 
-without  the  use  of  escharotics,  and  also  without  extraction  in  any  form.  The  sys- 
tem of  operation  is  based  on  the  leading  principles  of  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M.  DM — 
that  the  human  organization  is  a  sort  of  galvanic  battery,  the  nerves  of  which  are 
the  conductors,  and  the  nervo- vital  fluid  is  the  electric  fluid  of  the  battery.  The 
system  supposes,  that,  by  a  proper  increase  and  direction  of  electric  power,  the  vital 
energies  can  be  so  augmented,  as  effectually  to  destroy,  and,  by  means  of  the  ab- 
sorbents, eradicate  from  the  body  the  cancerous  growth.  Occasionally,  howeverr 
when  extirpation  by  the  knife  has  been  attempted,  the  use  of  vegetable  caustics,  to 
some  extent,  is  required.  By  this  system,  internal  Cancers,  located  on  some  one  oi 
the  abdominal  viscera,  where  they  can  not  be  reached  by  caustics,  can  be  destroyed. 

As  some  evidence  that  the  statements  here  made  are  not  a  humbug,  like  the  ten 
thousand  and  one  advertisements  of  the  present  day,  the  subscriber  is  not  only  rea- 
dy to  explain  his  theory  to  those  who  candidly  wish  to  inform  themselves,  but  wil- 
ling to  undertake  the  treatment  of  any  Cancer,  where  the  circumstances  are  ordi- 
narily hopeful,  with  the  distinct  agreement,  that,  without  a  cure,  there  shall  be  no 
charge.  C.  NEWTON,  M.  D. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Mattocks-  Buena  ¥ista  Pills. 

Purely     Vegetable. 

In  offering  this  medicine  to  the  public,  we  introduce  the  most  mild,  easy,  and  certain  ca- 
thartic ever  known  ;  not  the  least  griping  or  drastic  effects  attending  their  operation  We 
do  not  pretend  to  cure  every  form  of  disease  with  these  pills,  neither  do  we  expect  to  raise 
the  dead,  or  kill  the  living  ;  but  we  do  know  that  these  pills  will  cure  diseases  of  the  liver,  in 
any  form ;  such  as  acute  or  chronic  inflammation,  jaundice  in  its  worst  stages,  dyspepsia, 
constipated  bowels,  headache,  heartburn,  flatulency,  and  in  fevers  they  are  the  only  medicine 
aeeded.  They  will  break  the  most  malignant  type,  if  taken  in  its  first  stage,  according' to  the 
directions  accompanying  each  box  :  they  will  also  remove  all  female  obstructions  immediate- 
ly ;  and  in  rheumatism  and  gout  they  are  an  infalible  remedy  if  persevered  in.  In  all  affection* 
of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  organs,  we  can  recommend  them  as  a  perfectly  safe  and  efficacious 
remedy — gravel,  chronic  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  or  bladder  stricture  can  be  cured  in  & 
short  time  with  these  pills.  As  a  general  cathartic,  they  are  the  best  ever  offered  to  the  pub- 
lic, because  they  strengthen  the  bowels  and  leave  the  system  in  a  healthy  state,  operating 
without  the  least  griping  or  pain. 

Manufactured  and  sold  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  proprieter,  Dr.  E.  J.  MATTOCKS, 
at  his  Medical  Dispensary,  No.  24  Fifth  Street,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  sold  by  agents  throughout 
the  United  States. 

United  States  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Depot, 

108  John  Street,  New   York. 

H.  WINCHESTER,  Wholesale  Dealer  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Medicines,  Sha- 
ker's Herbs,  Gardens  Seeds,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Distilled  Waters,  Ex- 
racts,  Ointments,  Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually  kept 
in  Botanic  Stores. 

O"  The  trade  supplied  at  the  lowest  Market  Prices. 

Thomsonian  Infirmary  and  Medicine  Store. 

Dr.  WILLIAM  CLARK  may  be  consulted  at  his  Infirmary,  JS'os.  80  and  82, 
Carver  Street,  Bostow. 


NOTICES. 

New  England  Thomsonian  Depot  and  General  Herbarium. 

79  and  81  Blackstone  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

CF*Dr.  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE  would  respectfully  inform  his  friends  and  the 
public,  that  he  is  now  making  an  addition  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  his  former 
extensive  stock  of  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Medicines,  which  will  enable  him  to 
Biipply  wholesale  dealers,  practitioners,  and  private  families  on  better  terms  than  any 
dealer  in  the  country. 

His  assortment  embraces  all  the  varieties  of  medicines  usually  furnished  by  simi- 
lar establishments,  together  with  an  extensive  stock  of  Apothecaries'  Glass  Ware, 
Syringes,  Dental  and  Surgical  Instruments,  of  the  most  approved  kinds,  Trusses, 
Abdominal  Supporters,  Oils,  Extracts,  &c,  &c,  and  a  constant  supply  of  Brandy, 
Gin,  Wines,  and  other  liquors,  of  the  best  brand,  for  medicinal  purposes. 

His  whole  stock  has  recently  been  submitted  to  a  careful  examination,  and  every 
article,  which,  from  age  or  other  causes,  had  deteriorated,  has  been  removed,  and  he 
warrants  his  whole  stock  fresh  and  new. 

The  rapid  increase  of  the  Botanic  System  of  Medical  Practice,  has  produced  a  cor- 
responding demand  for  medicine,  and  country  traders  unacquainted  with  prescribing 
have  felt  the  necessity  of  keeping  a  small  assortment  of  articles  suitably  labelled  for 
family  use. 

To  meet  this  exigency,  Dr.  Pike  has  committed*  the  department  of  Pharmacy  to 
Dr.  James  Osgood,  one  of  the  most  experienced  physicians  in  the  country,  whose 
services  he  has  secured  for  five  years  ;  and  he  now  offers  for  sale  a  large  variety  of 
new  articles,  of  great  value,  which  have  been  thoroughly  tested  in  private  practice 
for  many  years,  accompanied  with  adequate  directions  for  family  use,  and  fully  adapt 
ed  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Botanic  community,  in  all  their  diseases,  whether 
chronic  or  acute. 

The  rapid  sale  of  these  medicines,  and  the  accumulated  testimony  of  their  effi- 
ciency, are  a  sure  indication  that  the  public  appreciate  the  value  of  medicines,  com- 
pounded by  physicians  of  age  and  experience,  when  compared  with  articles  thrust 
upon  them  by  mere  tyros  in  medicine,  who  are  perfectly  unacquainted  with  the 
physiological  state  of  the  system,  and,  if  it  is  diseased,  are  incompetent  of  course,  to 
prepare  remedies  adapted  to  restore  it  to  its  normal  state. 

JOB  T.  DICKENS,  M.  D., 

Thomsonian  Botanic  Physician  &  Surgeon* 

BOTANIC  MEDICINES  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL. 

Residence — Charter  Street,  two  doors  from  State  Street,  opposite  the  Post  Office, 

JVewburyport,  .Mass. 

Win.  A.  Wright,  M.  D., 

Barnesville,  Pike  Co.,  Ga., 
Offers   his   professional  services    to  the    citizens   of  Pike,  and   will   keep  con- 
stantly on  hand  Larrabee's  Botanic  Medicine*  and  the  various  compounds,  to  retail 
to  the  af&icted 


NOTICES. 

Dr.  I.  J&col>§'  Fills. 

Lobelia  Extract  Pitts. — These  Pills  are  prepared  from  the  juice  of  the  green 
herb,  and  evaporated  to  the  consistency  of  a  pill  mass,  at  a  temperature  of  about  98 
degrees  Fahr.  This  is  an  admirable  mode  of  administering  lobelia,  and  considered 
preferable,  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  to  all  others.  ,  The  Pills  are  used,  in  many 
cases,  where  vomiting  is  not  considered  necesssary,  and  their  operation  is  highly 
salutary.     Price  $1,00  per  box,  accompanied  with  full  directiones. 

Boneset  Extract  Pills,  designed  for  biliary  derangement,  useful  in  dyspepsia, 
morbid  state  of  the  liver,  jaundice,  &c.  Good  also  in  scrofula,  and  consumption. 
Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

Clover  Extract  Pills,  for  purifying  the  blood  and  strengthening  the  system ;  a  val- 
uable remedy,  also,  in  debility,  nervous  affections,  and  female  complaints  gener- 
ally.    Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

The  proprietor  offers  these  medicines  to  the  Profession,  with  full  confidence,  that 
they  will  meet  the  highest  expectations. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  by  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIEE,  79  and  81  Blackstone 
Street,  Boston,  Mass. 


No.  IS,  Central  Street Boston,  Mass. 

62P  The  subscribers  would  respectfully  inform  the  public,  that  they  have  recently 
opened  the  above  establishment,  where  may  be  found  an  extensive  assortment  of  Bo- 
tanic and  Thomsonian  Medicines,  Shaker  Herbs,  Extracts,  Oils,  &c.  Syringes  of 
all  kinds,  and  all  the  different  Medical  Works  upon  the  reformed  system  of  practice 
published  in  the  United  States ;  also,  Brandy,  Wines,  and  other  liquors  of  the  choic- 
est brands,  for  medicinal  purposes  only. 

Having  made  arrangements  to  obtain  all  articles,  that  are  indiegnous  to  this  coun- 
try, directly  from  those  parts  where  they  are  grown,  and  found  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance and  perfection,  they  are  prepared  to  supply  "Wholesale  Dealers,  Practitioners, 
and  others,  with  medicines  of  superior  quality,  at  prices  as  lozo  as  they  are  sold  at  any 
similar  establishment  in  the  country.  The  utmost  care  will  be  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  Compounds.  Medicines  neatly  put  up  in  small  packages,  and  labelled  with 
full  directions  for  family  use,  if  required,  and  safely  packed  for  any  climate. 

Orders,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  from  the  most  distant  sections  of  the  country.^ 
promptly  and  faithfully  attended  to.  B.  OSGOOD  WILSON, 

C  OAPvLOS  WILSON. 


NOTICES. 
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16th, 


Journal,  Vol.  3d. 

From 
Charles  W.  Beals, 
J.  A.  Andrews, 
Adolphus  Morse, 
Paul  Davis, 
Hiram  Bassett, 
Joseph  Converse, 
M.  S.  Ballard, 
Henry  Mellish, 
Micajah  Harriss, 
H.  F.  Gardner, 
L.  N.  Rugg, 
D.  F.  Witherbee, 
A.  H.  Hey  wood, 
Aaron  B.  Rider, 
Nathan  Whiling, 
G.  W.  Hastings, 
Nath.  C.  Paine,      , 
Silvia  Breck. 


Dec. 


Paid  to 
16,    1849. 


IHattson's  American  Vegetable  Practice,  or  Family  CMde. 

Second  Edition,  Revised,  with  Important  Additions. 

I.  Anatomy,  with  a  Steel  Engraving  of  the  Human  Skeleton,  back  and  front 
•view,  and  a  number  of  Wood  Illustrations. 

II.  The  Old  School  Practice. 

III.  Vegetable  Materia  Medica,  with  twenty-four  beautifully  colored  Illustrations. 

IV.  Compounds. 

V.  Description  of  Diseases,  Treatment,  &c. 

VI.  Guide  for  Women,  or  Simplified  Treatise  of  Child  Birth ;  Description  of 
'Diseases  of  Females  and  Infants,  &c. 

It  is  generally  conceded,  that  there  is  no  better  Botanic  Work  than  this  for  fami- 
lies. Every  Botanic  Physician  also  should  have  a  copy  of  it  in  his  library.  It  has 
received  great  favor  in  England,  and  is  publicly  announced  there,  by  some  of  the 
educated  and  prominent  Physicians,  as  their  Guide  of  Practice. 

For  sale  by 

WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 
the  Publisher  and  Proprietor,  at  the  New  England  Botanic  Depot,  rear  of  47,  Hano- 
ver Street,  Boston,  Mass.     Also  an  extensive  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines,  and 
every  thing  that  appertains  to  an  establishment  of  the  kind,  very  low.,  for  cash  oi 
approved  credit. 


NOTICE. 

Laboratory  of  TEiomsonian  Botanic  Medicine, 

No.  20,  South  Calvert  St Baltimore. 

THE  first  mill  erected  in  the  United  States  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing 
Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicines. 

The  subscriber  has  the  largest  and  most  complete  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines 
in  the  United  States,  comprising  all  the  various  Compounds  and  other  articles  re- 
commended by  Dr.  S.  Thomson,  besides  an  extensive  variety  of  other  approved 
Botanic  Medicines.  Having  erected  his  Steam  Mills  expressly  for  the  above  Medi- 
cines, he  is  enabled  to  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  and  warrants  his  Medicines 
to  be  genuine  and  pure,  prepared  in  the  best  manner,  and  clear  of  any  deleterious  or 
poisonous  qualities,  as  he  does  not  admit  any  thing  of  that  nature  about  his  establish- 
ment. 

An  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years,  in  the  practice,  preparation,  and  com- 
pounding of  Botanic  Medicines,  from  the  very  best  and  purest  materials  in  the  mar- 
ket, has  afforded  him  just  grounds  to  flatter  himself,  that  his  Medicines,  after  a  fair 
trial,  will  compete  with  any  which  may  be  offered  to  the  friends  of  the  Botanie 
cause,  within  the  whole  range  of  our  country. 

ESP*  It  is  of  great  importance,  that  Practitioners,  and  others,  using  Botanic  Medi- 
cines, should  be  apprised,  that  all  the  articles  manufactured  at  his  establishment  are 
pulverized, — not  ground, — between  an  upper  and  nether  mill-stone  ;  as  the  latter 
process  heats,  and  consequently  injures,  if  it  does  not  destroy  the  medical  virtues  of 
all  articles  submitted  to  such  an  operation. 

On  hand  all  the  various  Medical  Works  on  the  Botanic  System,  together  with  a 
general  assortment  of  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  and  all  the  articles  connected  with  the 
business.  Those  wishing  pure  Medicines  can  be  supplied  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms  by  EPH'M.  LARRABEE. 

May,  1847. 

•F.  «Fack§on5  M.  !>.,  Sotanic  Physician, 

No.  102,  Court  Street boston. 

House,  No.  42,  Poplar  Street.     Calls  in  the  city  and  country  attended  to. 
S3P  Botanic  Medicines,  wholesale  and  retail. 


NOTICES. 

Medical    Education. 

In  compliance  with  the  solicitations  of  several  friends,  the  undersigned  has  consented 
to  instruct  a  few  young  men,  in  the  various  branches  connected  with  a  liberal  Medical  Edu- 
cation, including  Botany.  He  now  has  a  class  of  five  young  men,  and  is  willing  to  add  a 
few  more  to  this  number.  He,  therefore,  offers  his  services  to  those  who  may  wish  a  thorough 
Medical  Education. 

In  reference  to  his  facilities  and  qualifications,  he  would  simply  state,  he  is  a  graduate  of 
both  Allopathic  and  Botanic  Schools,  has  an  extensive  Library  of  choice  Authors,  both  An- 
cient and  Modern,  a  set  of  full  length  Colored  Anatomical  Plates,  Diagrams,  &c,  wet  and 
dry  Specimens,  Surgical  Apparatus,  Obstetrical  Manikins,  and  Dissecting  Facilities,  to  any 
amount. 

In  addition,  he  enjoys  an  extensive  Clinical  Practice,  with  frequent  Surgical  Cases,  from 
which  his  students  will  be  supplied  with  any  number  of  patients,  to  be  attended  under  his 
supervision  ;  thus  qualifying  his  pupils  for  practice,  before  they  enter  on  the  responsible  du- 
ties of  their  profession. 

Persons  desiring  further  information  will  please  address,  post  paid. 

Petersburg,    Va.,  July,  1848.  CHARLES  J.  KENWORTHY,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Skinner's  Clarified  Oil  of  Ood-Fish  Liver, 

For  the  cure  of  Consumption,  Scrofula,  Rheumatism,  &c.  The  medicinal  vir- 
tues of  this  valuable  Oil  are  truly  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  age.  Con- 
sumption and  Scrofula  will  yield  to  its  influence  in  nine  cases  out  of  every  ten. 

Sold  by  Dr.  S.  at  his  office,  60  1-2  Cornhill  (up  stairs)  Boston,  wholesale  and  retail. 
Large  bottles  75  cents — small  ones  37  1-2  cents.  Descriptive  pamphlets  and  cases 
of  cures,  in  this  city  and  in  the  country,  to  be  had  gratis  at  this  office.  The  Oil  is 
recommended  and  approved  by  most  of  the  physicians  of  Boston. 

Druggists,  and  the  Profession  supplied  at  the  usual  discount. 

New  ITork  §tate  Thomsoman  araei  Botanic  Hepot. 
NO.  49,  WASHINGTON  STREET,  ALBANY. 

Dr.  A.  MOSHER,  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  Thomsondan  and  Botanic  Med- 
icines, Shaker  Herbs,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes.,  Extracts,  Ointments, 
Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually  kept  in  Bo- 
tanic Stores. 

Also,  Family  Medicines,  of  all  kinds,  put  up  in  packages,  with  directions  for  fam- 
ily use ;  together  with 

$Ioshcr's  Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,    Yellow  Doch  and  Wild 

Cherry, 
a  new,  and  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  the  removal  and  permanent  cure  of  diseases 
arising  from  an  impure  state  of  the  Mood. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  subscribers,  No.  49,  Washing- 
ton Street,  Albany,  and  also  by  their  authorized  agents,  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. 

A.  MOSHER  &  CO. 

The  above  Compounds  maybe  had  at  No.  1,  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets, 
Worcester,  Mass. 


NOTICES. 

mew  England  fSotanico-ftleciicsil  CoSIege. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY,  &c. 

Tlie  course  of  study  required  by  this  College  is  intended  to  occupy  three  full  years ;  and 
candidates  for  the  regular  degree  of  M.  D.  must  have  attended  two  full  Courses  of  Medical 
Lectures  in  some  established  Medical  Institution,  one  of  which  must  have  been  in  this  Col- 
lege. They  must  present  satisfactory  testimonials  of  good  moral  character ;  must  have  a 
competent  literary  education  ;  and  must  well  sustain  an  examination  in  the  various  branches 
of  medical  study,  as  contained  in  our  Course  of  Lectures,  and  in  the  text-books  which  we  re- 
commend, or  equivalents. 

The  following  are  the  principal  authors  recommended  : — 

On  Anatomy — Wilson,  Quain,  Wistar,  Paxton,  and  Harrison. 

On  Surgery — Pancoast,  Druitt,  Liston,  Cooper,  Velpeau,  and  Castle. 

On  Physiology — Carpenter,  Oliver,  Muller,  and  Dunglison. 

On  Pathology — Gross,  Chomel,  Gallup,  and  Watson. 

On  Materia  Medica — Wood  and  Bache,  Pereira,  and  Kost. 

On  Auscultation  and  Percussion — Laennec,  Williams,  Gerhard,  Bowditch,  and  Watson. 

On  Theory  and  Practice — Watson,  Mackintosh,  Eliiotson  and  Stewartson,  Kost,  Mattson, 
'Howard,  Worthy,  Comfort,  Smith,  Curtis,  and  Thomson. 

On  the  Institutes  of  Medicine — Gallup  and  Curtis. 

On  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  peadiar  to  Wo7nen  and  Children — Churchill,  Eberle,  Chailly, 
Maygrier,  Velpeau,  Beach,  and  Curtis. 

On  Medical  Jurisprudence — Beck  and  Williams. 

On  Chemistry — Gray.  Silliman.  and  Turner. 

On  Botany — Eaton,  Bigelow,  Gray,  and  Wood. 
The  following  are  the  members  of  the  Faculty  : — 

C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

I.  M.  Comings,  M.  D.,  Professorof  Theory  and  Practice,  and  Obstetrics. 

J.  M.  Buzzell,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery. 

J.  Kost,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany. 

E.  M.  Parritt,  A.  M.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

The  next  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Thursday  in  March,  1849,  and 
continue  fourteen  weeks.  The  fee  for  a  full  Course  is  $50,  in  advance,  with  a  matricu- 
lation fee  of  $3.  Of  those  who  have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges, 
#10  only  will  be  required.  Graduates  will  be  charged,  in  addition,  $25  for  a  Diploma.  Good 
board  can  he  had  for  $2,25  per  week. 

The  text-books  recommended  will  be  consulted  eclectically ; — authoritatively,  indeed,  so 
far  as  they  are  descriptive  of  actual  conditions,  as  in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 
the  like ;  but  otherwise  with  careful  discrimination, — the  fundamental  peculiarity  of  what  ib 
taught  in  this  College  being,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  employing  poisons  of  any  kind  as 
medicinal  agents ;  and  that  the  object,  in  exhibiting  any  remedy,  should  be  to  sustain,  and 
not  to  depress  the  vital  powers. 

Quite  extenive  accessions  have,  of  late,  been  made  to  the  Anatomical  and  Chemical  Ap- 

garatus,  Library,  &c.  The  Faculty  of  the  College  now  constitute  a  full  and  eminently  able 
>oard  of  Instruction-,  and  the  facilities  to  be  enjoyed  by  students  are,  in  every  way,  ample. 
Dissections,  surgical  operations,  illustrations,  and  experiments,  are  conducted  in  the  most 
advantageous  and  instructive  manner. 

During  the  past  year  several  valuable  specimens  of  Morbid  Anatomy  have  been  added  to 
the  Anatomical  Cabinet,  as  donations  from  friends  of  the  College.  Other  like  favors,  and 
any  such  preparations  as  are  adapted  to  facilitate  illustrative  teaching,  in  any  of  the  depart- 
ments, are  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicited.  C.  NEWTON,  Bean. 

The  "New  England  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 

Is  published  on  the  1st  and  16th  of  every  month,  by  C.  Newton, -M.  D.,  at  No.  1, 
corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets,  Worcester,  Mass.  Each  number  contains  six- 
teen pages  octavo,  with  a  double  cover,  and  the  numbers  of  one  year  constitute  a 
volume.  Terms, — to  subscribers  paying  in  advance,  $1,00  per  year.  Those  delay- 
ing payment  three  months,  will  be  charged  $1 ,25  ;  and  those  delaying  six  months, 
$1,50.  As  the  price,  in  comparison  to  the  amount  of  matter  afforded,  is  exceeding- 
ly low,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  advance  payment  be  insisted  on,  or  that  a  fair  equiv- 
alent for  delay  be  required.  The  paper  has  received  numerous  testimonials  of  high 
approbation,  and  has  now  obtained  an  extensive  circulation,  not  only  in  New  Eng- 
land, but  also  in  the  South  and  the  West.  It  is  designed  for  domestic  as  well  as 
professional  use,  and  should  be  in  every  family .  All  remittances  and  commu- 
nications pertaining  to  it,  should  be  directed,  post  paid,  to  the  Editor.  Any  persof 
forwarding,  post  paid,  the  names  of  four  subscribers,  and  remitting  $4,  ribsTI  ^# 
ceive  a  fifth  copy  gratis. 


This  Sheet  is  subject  to  Newspaper  Postage  only. 
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XOTICES. 

Cancers  Cnred, 

BY    MEANS    HERETOFORE    UNKNOWN. 

The  subscriber  is  now  prepared  to  announce,  that  he  has  in  his  possession  the 
means  of  removing  Cancers, — not  only  without  the  aid  of  the  knife,  but  ordinarily 
without  the  use  of  eScharotics,  and  also  without  extraction  in  any  form.  The  sys- 
tem of  operation  is  based  on  the  leading  principles  of  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M.  D., — 
that  the  human  organization  is  a  sort  of  galvanic  battery,  the  nerves  of  which  are 
the  conductors,  and  the  nervo-vital  fluid  is  the  electric  fluid  of  the  battery.  The 
system  supposes,  that,  by  a  proper  increase  and  direction  of  electric  power,  the  vital 
energies  can  be  so  augmented,  as  effectually  to  destroy,  and,  by  means  of  the  ab- 
sorbents, eradicate  from  the  body  the  cancerous  growth.  Occasionally,  however, 
when  extirpation  by  the  knife  has  been  attempted,  the  use  cf  vegetable  caustics,  to 
some  extent,  is  required.  By  this  system,  internal  Cancers,  located  on  some  one  or 
the  abdominal  viscera,  where  they  can  not  be  reached  by  caustics,  can  be  destroyed. 

As  some  evidence  that  the  statements  here  made  are  not  a  humbug,  like  the  ten 
thousand  and  one  advertisements  of  the  present  day,  the  subscriber  is  not  only  rea- 
dy, to  explain  his  theory  to  those  who  candidly  wish  to  inform  themselves,  but  wil- 
ling to  undertake  the  treatment  of  any  Cancer,  where  the  circumstances  are  ordi- 
narily hopeful,  with  the  distinct  agreement,  that,  without  a  cure,  there  shall  be  no 
charge.  C.  NEWTON,  M.  D. 

Bsv  1.  Jacobs'  FHfs. 

Lobelia  Extract  Pills. — These  Pills  are  prepared  from  the  juice  of  the  green 
herb,  and  evaporated  to  the  consistency  of  a  pill  mass,  at  a  temperature  of  about  98 
degrees  Fahr.  This  is  an  admirable  mode  of  administering  lobelia,  and  considered 
preferable,  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  to  all  others.  The  Pills  are  used,  in  many 
cases,  where  vomiting  is  not  considered  necesssary,  and  their  operation  is  highly 
salutary.     Price  ^1,00  per  box,  accompanied  with  full  directiones.  . 

Boneset  Extract  Pills,  designed  for  biliary  derangement,  useful  in  dyspepsia, 
morbid  state  of  the  liver,  jaundice,  &c.  Good  also  in  scrofula,  and  consumption. 
Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

Clover  Extract  Pills,  for  purifying  the  blood  and  strengthening  the  system ;  a  val- 
uable remedy,  also,  in  debility,  nervous  affections,  and  female  complaints  gener- 
ally.    Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

The  proprietor  offers  these  medicines  to  the  Profession,  with  full  confidence,  that 
they  will  meet  the  highest  expectations, 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  by  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE,  79  and  81  Blackstone 
Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Thoinsonian  Infirmary  and  Medicine  Store. 

Dr.  WILLIAM  CLARK  may  be  consulted  at  his  Infirmary,  Jios.  80  and  82, 
Carver  Street^  Bostost. 


NOTICES. 

New  England  Tkoinsonian  Depot  and  General  Herbarium. 

79  and  81  Blackstone  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

W  Dr.  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE  would  respectfully  inform  his  friends  and  the 
public,  that  he  is  now  making  an  addition  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  his  former 
extensive  stock  of  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Medicines,  which  will  enable  him  to 
supply  wholesale  dealers,  practitioners,  and  private  families  on  better  terms  than  any 
dealer  in  the  country. 

His  assortment  embraces  all  the  varieties  of  medicines  usually  furnished  by  simi- 
lar establishments,  together  with  an  extensive  stock  of  Apothecaries'  Glass  Ware, 
Syringes,  Dental  and  Surgical  Instruments,  of  trie  most  approved  kinds,  Trusses, 
Abdominal  Supporters,  Oils,  Extracts,  &c,  &c,  and  a  constant  supply  of  Brandy, 
Gin,  Wines,  and  other  liquors,  of  the  best  brand,  for  medicinal  purposes. 

His  whole  stock  has  recently  been  submitted  to  a  careful  examination,  and  every 
at.  'cle,  which,  from  age  or  other  causes,  had  deteriorated,  has  been  removed,  and  he 
warrants  his  whole  stock  fresh  and  new. 

The  rapid  increase  of  the  Botanic  System  of  Medical  Practice,  has  produced  a  cor- 
responding demand  for  medicine,  and  country  traders  unacquainted  with  prescribing 
have  felt  the  necessity  of  keeping  a  small  assortment  of  articles  suitably  labelled  for 
family  use. 

To  meet  this  exigency,  Dr.  Pike  has  committed  the  department  of  Pharmacy  to 
Dr.  James  Osgood,  one  of  the  most  experienced  physicians  in  the  country,  whose 
services  he  has  secured  for  five  years  ;  and  he  now  offers  for  sale  a  large  variety  of 
new  articles,  of  great  value,  which  have  been  thoroughly  tested  in  private  practice 
for  many  years,  accompanied  with  adequate  directions  for  family  use,  and  fully  adapt 
ed  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Botanic  community,  in  all  their  diseases,  whether 
chronic  or  acute. 

The  rapid  sale  of  these  medicines,  and  the  accumulated  testimony  of  their  effi- 
ciency, are  a  sure  indication  that  the  public  appreciate  the  value  of  medicines,  com- 
pounded by  physicians  of  age  and  experience,  when  compared  with  articles  thrust 
upon  them  by  mere  tyros  in  medicine,  who  are  perfectly  unacquainted  with  the 
physiological  state  of  the  system,  and,  if  it  is  diseased,  are  incompetent  of  course,  to 
prepare  remedies  adapted  to  restore  it  to  its  normal  state. 

JOB  T.  DICKENS,  M,  D., 


BOTANIC  MEDICINES  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL. 
Residence — Charter  Street,  two  doors  from  State  Street,  opposite  the  Post  Office, 

Newburyport,  Mass. 


Barnesville,  Pike  Co.,  Ga.y 
Offers   his  professional  services    to  the    citizens  of  Pike,  and   will   keep  con- 
stantly on  hand  Larrabee's  Botanic  Medicines  and  the  various  compounds,  to  retail 
to  the  afflicted 


NOTICES. 

Br.  E.  J.  Mattocks'  Buena  Vista  Pills. 

Purely     Vegetable. 

In  offering  this  medicine  to  the  public,  we  introduce  the  most  mild,  easy,  and  certain  ca- 
thartic ever  known  ;  not  the  least  griping  or  drastic  effects  attending  their  operation.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  cure  every  form  of  disease  with  these  pills,  neither  do  we  expect  to  raise 
the  dead,  or  kill  the  living ;  but  we  do  know  that  these  pills  will  cure  diseases  of  the  liver, 
in  any  form  ;  such  as  acute  or  chronic  inflammation,  jaundice  in  its  worst  stages,  dyspep- 
sia, constipated  bowels,  headache,  heartburn,  flatulency,  and  in  fevers  they  are  the  only  med- 
icine needed.  They  will  break  the  most  malignant  type,  if  taken  in  its  first  stage,  accor- 
ding to  the  directions  accompanying  ?ach  box :  they  will  also  remove  all  female  obstruc- 
tions immediately ;  and  in  i*heumatism  and  gout  they  are  an  infalible  remedy  if  persevered 
in.  In  all  affections  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  organs,  we  can  recommend  them  as  aper- 
fectly  safe  and  efficacious  remedy — gravel,  chronic  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  or  bladder 
stricture  can  be  cured  in  a  short  time  with  these  pills.  As  a  general  cathartic,  they  are 
the  best  ever  offered  to  the  public,  because  they  strengthen  the  bowels  and  leave  the  sys- 
tem in  a  healthy  state,  operating  without  the  least  griping  or  pain. 

Manufactured  and  sold  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  proprietor,  Dr.  E.  J.  MATTOCKS, 
at  his  Medical  Dispensary,  No.  24  Fifth  Street,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  sold  by  agents  throughout 
the  United  States. 

United  States  Thomsoman  and  Botanic  Depot, 

108  John  Street,  New   York. 

H.  WINCHESTER,  Wholesale  Dealer  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Medicines,  Sha- 
ker's Herbs,  Garden  Seeds,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Distilled  Waters,  Ex- 
tracts, Ointments,  Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually 
kept  in  Botanic  Stores. 

(I^*  The  trade  supplied  at  the  lowest  Market  Prices. 

Medical    Education, 

In  compliance  with  the  solicitations  of  several  friends,  the  undersigned  has  consented 
to  instruct  a  few  young  men,  in  the  various  branches  connected  with  a  liberal  Medical  Edu- 
•ation,  including  Botany.  He  now  has  a  class  of  five  young  men,  and  is  willing  to  add  a 
few  more  to  this  number.  He,  therefore,  offers  his  services  to  those  who  may  wish  a 
thorough  Medical  Education. 

In  reference  to  his  facilities  and  qualifications,  ho  would  simply  state,  he  is  a  graduate 
of  both  Allopathic  and  Botanic  Schools,  has  an  extensive  Library  of  choice  Authors,  both 
Ancient  and  Modern,  a  set  of  full  length  Colored  Anatomical  Plates,  Diagrams,  &c.  wet 
and  dry  Specimens,  Surgical  Apparatus,  Obstetrical  Manikins,  and  Dissecting  Facilities,  to 
any  amount. 

•  In  addition,  he  enjoys  an  extensive  Clinical  Practice,  with  frequent  Surgical  Cases,  from 
which  his  students  will  be  supplied  with  any  number  of  patients,  to  be  attended  under  hig 
supervision;  thus  qualifying  his  pupils  for  practice,  before  they  enter  on  the  responsible 
duties  of  their  profession. 

Persons  desiring  further  information  will  please  address,  postpaid, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  July,  1848.  CHARLES  J.  KENWORTHY,  M.  D. 
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Mattson's  American  Vegetable  Practice,  or  Family  Guide. 

Second  Edition,  Revised,  with  Important  Additions. 

I.  Anatomy,  with  a  Steel  Engraving  of  the  Human  Skeleton,  back  and  front 
view,  and  a  number  of  Wood  Illustrations. 

II.  The  Old  School  Practice. 

III.  Vegetable  Materia  Medica,  with  twenty-four  beautifully  colored  Illustrations. 

IV.  Compounds. 

V.  Description  of  Diseases,  Treatment,  &c. 

VI.  Guide  for  Women,  or  Simplified  Treatise  of  Child  Birth;  Description  o£ 
Diseases  of  Females  and  Infants,  &c. 

It  is  generally  conceded,  that  there  is  no  better  Botanic  Work  than  this  for  fami- 
lies. Every  Botanic  Physician  also  should  have  a  copy  of  it  in  his  library.  It  has 
received  great  favor  in  England,  and  is  publicly  announced  there,  by  some  of  tb>« 
educated  and  prominent  Physicians,  as  their  Guide  of  Practice. 

For  sale  by 

WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 
the  Publisher  and  Proprietor,  at  the  New  England  Botanic  Depot,  rear  of  47,  Hano- 
ver Street,  Boston,  Mass.     Also  an  extensive  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines,  and 
every  thing  that  appertains  to  an  establishment  of  the  kind,  very  low,  for  cash  or 
approved  credit. 


NOTICE. 

Laboratory  of  Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicine, 

No.  20,  South  Calvert  St Baltimore. 

THE  first  mill  erected  in  the  United  States  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing 
Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicines. 

The  subscriber  has  the  largest  and  most  complete  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines 
in  the  United  States,  comprising  all  the  various  Compounds  and  other  articles  re- 
commended by  Dr.  S.  Thomson,  besides  an  extensive  variety  of  other  approved 
Botanic  Medicines.  Having  erected  his  Steam  Mills  expressly  for  the  above  Medi- 
cines, he  is  enabled  to  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  arid  warrants  his  Medicines 
to  be  genuine  and  pure,  prepared  in  the  best  manner,  and  clear  of  any  deleterious  or 
poisonous  qualities,  as  he  does  not  admit  any  thing  of  that  nature  about  his  establish- 
ment. 

An  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years,  in,  the  practice,  preparation,  and  com- 
pounding of  Botanic  Medicines,  from  the  very  best  and  purest  materials  in  the  mar- 
ket, has  afforded  him  just  grounds  to  flatter  himself,  that  his  Medicines,  after  a  fair 
trial,  will  compete  with  any  which  may  be  offered  to  the  friends  of  the  Botanic 
cause,  within  the  whole  range  of  our  country. 

fSF3  It  is  of  great  importance,  that  Practitioners,  and  others,  using  Botanic  Medi- 
cines, should  be  apprised,  that  all  the  articles  manufactured  at  his  establishment  are 
pulverized, — notpground, — between  an  upper  and  nether  mill-stone  ;  as  the  latter 
^process  heats,  and  consequently  injures,  if  it  does  not  destroy  the  medical  virtues  of 
-ail  articles  submitted  to  such  an  operation. 

On  hand  all  the  various  Medical  Works  on  the  Botanic  System,  together  with  a 
general  assortment  of  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  and  all  the  articles  connected  with  the 
'business.  Those  wishing  pure  Medicines  can  be  supplied  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms  by  EPH'M.  LARRABEE. 

May,  1847. 

J".  Jackson,  HE.  IK,  'Botanic  Fiiysician, 

No.  102,  Court  Street boston. 

House,  No.  42,  Poplar  Street.     Calls  in  the  city  and  country  attended  tot 
ISP*  Botanic  Medicines,  wholesale  and  retail. 


NOTICES. 

"Wilson's  Tiiomsoniai*  amd  Botanic  laboratory  9 

No.  18,  Central  Street Boston,  Mass. 

15P  The  subscribers  would  respectfully  inform  the  public,  that  they  have  recently 
opened  the  above  establishment,  where  may  be  found  an  extensive  assortment  of  Bo- 
tanic and  Thomsonian  Medicines,  Shaker  Herbs,  Extracts,  Oils,  &c.  Syringes  of 
all  kinds,  and  all  the  different  Medical  Works  upon  the  reformed  system  of  practice 
published  in  the  United  States ;  also,  Brandy,  Wines,  and  other  liquors  of  the  choic- 
est brands,  for  medicinal  purposes  only. 

Having  made  arrangements  to  obtain  all  articles,  that  are  indiegnous  to  this  coun- 
try, directly  from  those  parts  where  they  are  grown,  and  found  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance and  perfection,  they  are  prepared  to  supply  Wholesale  Dealers,  Practitioners, 
and  others,  with  medicines  of  superior  quality,  at  prices  as  low  as  they  are  sold  at  any 
similar  establishment  in  the  country.  The  utmost  care  will  be  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  Compounds.  Medicines  neatly  put  up  in  small  packages,  and  labelled  with 
full  directions  for  family  use,  if  required,  and  safely  packed  for  any  climate. 

Orders,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  from  the  most  distant  sections  of  the  country, 
promptly  and  faithfully  attended  to.  B.  OSGOOD  WILSON, 

G.  CARLOS  WILSON. 

Br,  Skinner's  dlaoied  Oil  of  Ood-Fish  Liver, 

For  the  cure  of  Consumption,  Scrofula,  Rheumatism,  &c.  The  medicinal  vir- 
tues of  this  valuable  Oil  are  truly  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  age.  Con- 
sumption and  Scrofula  will  yield  to  its  influence  in  nine  cases  out  of  every  ten. 

Sold  by  Dr.  S.  at  his  office,  60  1-2  Oornhill  (up  stairs)  Boston,  wholesale  and  retail. 
Large  bottles-75  cents — small  ones  37  1-2  cents.  Descriptive  pamphlets  and  cases 
of  cures,  in  this  city  and  in  the  country,  to  be  had  gratis  at  this  office.  The  Oil  is 
recommended  and  approved  by  most  of  the  physicians  of  Boston. 

Druggists,  and  the  Profession  supplied  at  the  usual  discount. 


NO.  49,  WASHINGTON  STREET,  ALBANY. 

Dr.  A.  MOSHER,  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Med- 
icines, Shaker  Herbs,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Extracts,  Ointments, 
Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually  kept  in  Bo- 
tanic Stores. 

Also,  Family  Medicines,  of  all  kinds,  put  up  in  packages,  with  directions  for  fam- 
ily use ;  together  with 

Mosker's  Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,   Yellow  Dock,  and  Wild 

Cherry, 
a  new,  and  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  the  removal  and  permanent  cure  of  disease* 
arising  from  an  impure  state  of  the  blood. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  subscribers,  No.  49,  Washing- 
ton Street,  Albany,  and  also  by  their  authorized  agents,  in  various  parts  of  the  court- 

A.  MOSHER  &  CO. 
The  above  Compounds  maybe  had  at  No.  1,  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets, 
Worcester,  Mass. 


NOTICES. 

Cancers  Cured, 

BY    MEANS    HERETOFORE    UNKNOWN. 

The  subscriber  is  now  prepared  to  announce,  that  he  has  in  his  possession  the 
means  of  removing  Cancers, — -not  only  without  the  aid  of  the  knife,  but  ordinarily 
without  the  use  of  escharotics,  and  also  without  extraction  in  tiny  form.  The  sys- 
tem of  operation  is  based  on  the  leading  principles  of  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M.  D., — 
that  the  human  organization  is  a  sort  of  galvanic  battery,  the  nerves  of  which  are 
the  conductors,  and  the  nervo-vital  fluid  is  the  electric  fluid  of  the  battery.  The 
system  supposes,  that,  by  a  proper  increase  and  direction  of  electric  power,  the  vital 
energies  can  be  so  augmented,  as  effectually  to  destroy,  and,  by  means  of  the  ab- 
sorbents, eradicate  from  the  body  the  cancerous  growth.  Occasionally,  however, 
when  extirpation  by  the  knife  has  been  attempted,  the  use  of  vegetable  caustics,  to 
some  extent,  is  required.  By  this  system,  internal  Cancers,  located  on  some  one  or 
the  abdominal  viscera,  where  they  can  not  be  reached  by  caustics,  can  be  destroyed. 

As  some  evidence  that  the  statements  here  made  are  not  a  humbug,  like  the  ten 
thousand  and  one  advertisements  of  the  present  day,  the  subscriber  is  not  only  rea- 
dy to  explain  his  theory  to  those  who  candidly  wish  to  inform  themselves,  but  wil- 
ling to  undertake  the  treatment  of  any  Cancer,  where  the  circumstances  are  ordi- 
narily hopeful,  with  the  distinct  agreement,  that,  without  a  cure,  there  shall  be  no 
charge.  C.  NEWTON,  M.  D. 

I>r.  I»  .Facofos5  Fills. 

Lobelia  Extract  Pills. — These  Pills  are  prepared  from  the  juice  of  the  green 
herb,  and  evaporated  to  the  consistency  of  a  pill  mass,  at  a  temperature  of  about  98 
degrees  Fahr.  This  is  an  admirable  mode  of  administering  lobelia,  and  considered 
preferable,  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  to  all  others.  The  Pills  are  used,  in  many 
cases,  where  vomiting  is  not  considered  necesssary,  and  their  operation  is  highly 
salutary.     Price  $1,00  per  box,  accompanied  with  full  directiones. 

Boneset  Extract  Pills,  designed  for  biliary  derangement,  useful  in  dyspepsia, 
morbid  state  of  the  liver,  jaundice,  &c.  Good  also  in  scrofula,  and  consumption. 
Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

Clover  Extract  Pills,  for  purifying  the  blood  and  strengthening  the  system ;  a  val- 
uable remedy,  also,  in  debility,  nervous  affections,  and  female  complaints  gener- 
ally.    Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

The  proprietor  offers  these  medicines  to  the  Profession,  with  full  confidence,  thai 
they  will  meet  the  highest  expectations. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  by  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE,  79  and  81  Blackstone 
Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Thomsonian  Infirmary  and  medicine  Store. 

Dr.  WILLIAM  CLARK  may  be  consulted  at  his  Infirmary,  Nos.  80  and  82j 
Carver  Street,  Bostox. 


NOTICES. 

New  England  Thomsonian  Depot  and  General  Herbarium. 

79  and  81  Blackstone  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

f^P  Dr.  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE  would  respectfully  inform  his  friends  ar^i  the 
public,  that  he  is  now  making  an  addition  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  his  former 
extensive  stock  of  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Medicines,  which  will  enable  him  to 
supply  wholesale  dealers,  practitioners,  and  private  families  on  better  terms  than  any 
dealer  in  the  country. 

His  assortment  embraces  all  the  varieties  of  medicines  usually  furnished  by  simi- 
lar establishments,  together  with  an  extensive  stock  of  Apothecaries'  Glass  Ware, 
Syringes,  Dental  and  Surgical  Instruments,  of  the  most  approved  kinds,  Trusses, 
Abdominal  Supporters,  Oils,  Extracts,  &c,  &c,  and  a  constant  supply  of  Brandy, 
Gin,  Wines,  and  other  liquors,  of  the  best  brand,  for  medicinal  purposes. 

His  whole  stock  has  recently  been  submitted  to  a  careful  examination,  and  every 
article,  which,  from  age  or  other  causes,  had  deteriorated,  has  been  removed,  and  he 
warrants  his  whole  stock  fresh  and  new. 

The  rapid  increase  of  the  Botanic  System  of  Medical  Practice  has  produced  a  cor- 
responding demand  for  medicine,  and  country  traders  unacquainted  with  prescribing 
haye  felt  the  necessity  of  keeping  a  small  assortment  of  articles  suitably  labelled  for 
family  use. 

To  meet  this  exigency,  Dr.  Pike  has  committed  the  department  of  Pharmacy  to 
Dr.  James  Osgood,  one  of  the  most  experienced  physicians  in  the  country,  whose 
services  he  has  secured  for  five  years  ;  and  he  now  offers  for  sale  a  large  variety  of 
new  articles,  of  great  value,  which  have  been  thoroughly  tested  in  private  practice 
for  many  years,  accompanied  with  adequate  directions  for  family  use,  and  fully  adapt 
ed  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Botanic  community,  in  all  their  diseases,  whether 
chronic  or  acute. 

The  rapid  sale  of  these  medicines,  and  the  accumulated  testimony  of  their  effi- 
ciency, are  a  sure  indication  that  the  public  appreciate  the  value  of  medicines,  com- 
pounded by  physicians  of  age  and  experience,  when  compared  with  articles  thrust 
upon  them  by  mere  tyros  in  medicine,  who  are  perfectly  unacquainted  with  the 
physiological  state  of  the  system,  and,  if  it  is  diseased,  are  incompetent  of  course,  to 
prepare  remedies  adapted  to  restore  it  to  its  normal  state. 

JOB  T.  DICKENS,  M.  D., 

Thomsonian  Botanic  Physician  &  Surgeon* 

BOTANIC  MEDICINES  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL. 

Residence — Charter  Street,  two  doors  from  State  Street,  opposite  the  Post  Office, 

Newburyport,  Mass. 

Wm.  A.  Wright,  ME.  D., 

Barnesville,  Pike  Co.f  Ga., 

Offers  his  professional  services  to  the  citizens  of  Pike,  and  will  keep  con- 
stantly on  hand  Larrabee's  Botanic  Medicines  and  the  various  compounds,  to  retail 
to  the  afflicted. 


NOTICES. 

Dr.  E.  J,  Mattocks'  Buena  Vista  Pills. 

Purely     Vegetable. 

In  offering  this  medicine  to  the  public,  we  introduce  the  most  mild,  easy,  and  certain  ca- 
thartic ever  known  j  not  the  least  griping  or  drastic  effects  attending  their  operation.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  cure  every  form  of  disease  with  these  pills,  neither  do  we  expect  to  raise 
the  dead,  or  kill  the  living ;  but  we  do  know  that  these  pills  will  cure  diseases  of  the  liver, 
in  any  form ;  such  as  acute  or  chronic  inflammation,  jaundice  in  its  worst  stages,  dyspep- 
sia, constipated  bowels,  headache,  heartburn,  flatulency,  and  in  fevers  they  are  the  only  med- 
icine needed.  They  will  break  the  most  malignant  type,  if  taken  in  its  first  stage,  accor- 
ding to  the  directions  accompanying  each  box:  they  will  also  remove  all  female  obstruc- 
tions immediately ;  and  in  rheumatism  and  gout  they  are  an  infalible  remedy  if  persevered 
in.  In  all  affections  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  organs,  we  can  recommend  them  as  a  per- 
fectly safe  and  efficacious  remedy— gravel,  chronic  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  or  bladder 
stricture  can  be  cured  in  a  short  time  with  these  pills.  As  a  general  cathartic,  they  are 
the  best  ever  offered  to  the  public,  because  they  strengthen  the  bowels  and  leave  the  sys- 
tem in  a  healthy  state,  operating  without  the  least  griping  or  pain. 

Manufactured  and  sold  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  proprietor,  Dr.  E.  J.  MATTOCKS, 
at  his  Medical  Dispensary,  No.  24  Fifth  Street,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  sold  by  agents  throughout 
the  United  States. 

United  States  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Depot, 

108  John  Street,  New   York 

H.  WINCHESTER,  Wholesale  Dealer  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Medicines,  Sha- 
ker's Herbs,  Garden  Seeds,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Distilled  Waters,  Ex- 
tracts, Ointments,  Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually- 
kept  in  Botanic  Stores. 

tC^  The  trade  sullied  at  the  lowest  Market  Prices. 

Medical    Education. 

In  compliance  with  the  solicitations  of  several  friends,  the  undersigned  has  consented 
to  instruct  a  few  young  men,  in  the  various  branches  connected  with  a  liberal  Medical  Edu- 
cation, including  Botany.  He  now  has  a  class  of  five  young  men,  and  is  willing  to  add  a 
few  more  to  this  number.  He,  therefore,  offers  his  services  to  those  who  may  wish  a 
thorough  Madical  Education. 

In  reference  to  his  facilities  and  qualifications,  he  would  simply  state,  he  is  a  graduate 
of  both  Allopathic  and  Botanic  Schools,  has  an  extensive  Library  of  choice  Authors,  both 
Ancient  and  Modern,  a  set  of  full  length  Colored  Anatomical  Plates,  Diagrams,  &c.  wet 
and  dry  Specimens,  Surgical  Apparatus,  Obstetrical  Manikins,  and  Dissecting  Facilities,  to 
any  amount. 

In  addition,  he  enjoys  an  extensive  Clinical  Practice,  with  frequent  Surgical  Cases,  from 
which  his  students  will  be  supplied  with  any  number  of  patients,  to  be  attended  under  his 
supervision ;  thus  qualifying  his  pupils  for  practice,  before  they  enter  on  the  responsible 
duties  of  their  profession. 

Persons  desiring  further  information  will  please  address,  post  paid, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  July,  1S48.  CHARLES  J.  KEN  WORTHY,  M.  D. 
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Mattson's  American  Vegetable  Practice,  or  Family  Guide. 

Second  Edition,  Revised,  with  Important  Additions. 

I.  Anatomy,  with  a  Steel  Engraving  of  the  Human  Skeleton,  back  and  front 
view,  and  a  number  of  Wood  Illustrations. 

II.  The  Old  School  Practice. 

III.  Vegetable  Materia  Medica,  with  twenty-four  beautifully  colored  Illustrations. 

IV.  Compounds. 

V.  Description  of  Diseases,  Treatment,  &c. 

VI.  Guide  for  Women,  or  Simplified  Treatise  of  Child  Birth;  Description  of 
Diseases  of  Females  and  Infants,  &c. 

It  is  generally  conceded,  that  there  is  no  better  Botanic  Work  than  this  for  fami- 
lies. Every  Botanic  Physician  also  should  have  a  copy  of  it  in  his  library.  It  has 
received  great  favor  in  England,  and  is  publicly  announced  there,  by  some  of  the 
educated  and  prominent  Physicians,  as  their  Guide  of  Practice. 

For  sale  by 

WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 
the  Publisher  and  Proprietor,  at  the  New  England  Botanic  Depot,  rear  of  47,  Hano- 
ver Street,  Boston,  Mass.     Also  an  extensive  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines,  and 
every  thing  that  appertains  to  an  establishment  of  the  kind,  very  low,  for  cash  or 
approved  credit. 


NOTICE. 

Laboratory  ©f  Tli^nisonian  Botanic  Medicine, 

No.  20,  South  Calvert  St Baltimore. 

THE  first  mill  erected  in  the  United  States  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing 
Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicines. 

The  subscriber  has  the  largest  and  most  complete  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines 
in  the  United  States,  comprising  all  the  various  Compounds  and  other  articles  re- 
commended by  Dr.  S.  Thomson,  besides  an  extensive  variety  of  other  approved 
Botanic  Medicines.  Having  erected  his  Steam  Mills  expressly  for  the  above  Medi- 
cines, he  is  enabled  to  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  and  warrants  his  Medicines 
to  be  genuine  and  pure,  prepared  in  the  best  manner,  and  clear  of  any  deleterious  or 
poisonous  qualities,  as  he  does  not  admit  any  thing  of  that  nature  about  his  establish- 
ment. 

An  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years,  in  the  practice,  preparation,  and  com- 
pounding of  Botanic  Medicines,  from  the  very  best  and  purest  materials  in  the  mar- 
ket, has  afforded  him  just  grounds  to  flatter  himself,  that  his  Medicines,  after  a  fair 
trial,  will  compete  with  any  which  may  be  offered  to  the  friends  of  the  Botanic 
cause,  within  the  whole  range  of  our  country. 

U3^  It  is  of  great  importance,  that  Practitioners,  and  others,  using  Botanic  Medi- 
cines, should  be  apprised,  that  all  the  articles  manufactured  at  his  establishment  are 
pulverized, — not  grou7id, — between  an  upper  and  nether  mill-stone ;  as  the  latter 
process  heats,  and  consequently  injures,  if  it  does  not  destroy  the  medical  virtues  of 
all  articles  submitted  to  such  an  operation. 

On  hand  all  the  various  Medical  Works  on  the  Botanic  System,  together  with  a 
general  assortment  of  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  and  all  the  articles  connected  with  the 
business.  Those  wishino-  pure  Medicines  can  be  supplied  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms  by  EPH'M.  LARRABEE. 

May,  1847. 

J.  Jackson,  M.  D.,  Botanic  Physician, 

No.  102,  Court  Street boston. 

House,  No.  42,  Poplar  Street.     Calls  in  the  city  and  country  attended  to. 
$3P  Botanic  Medicines,  wholesale  and  retail. 


NOTICES. 

Wilson's  Tliomsoniait  and  Botanic  laboratory  ? 

No.  18,   Central  Street... ..Boston,  Mass. 

J3P  The  subscribers  would  respectfully  inform  the  public,  that  they  have  recently 
opened  the  above  establishment,  where  may  be  found  an  extensive  assortment  of  Bo- 
tanic and  Thomsonian  Medicines,  Shaker  Herbs,  Extracts,  Oils,  &c.  Syringes  of 
all  kinds,  and  all  the  different  Medical  Works  upon  the  reformed  system  of  practice 
published  in  the  United  States ;  also,  Brandy,  Wines,  and  other  liquors  of  the  choic- 
est brands,  for  medicinal  purposes  only. 

Having  made  arrangements  to  obtain  all  articles,  that  are  indigenous  to  this  coun- 
try, directly  from  those  parts  where  they  are  grown,  and  found  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance and  perfection,  they  are  prepared  to  supply  Wholesale  Dealers,  Practitioners* 
and  others,  with  medicines  of  superior  quality,  at  prices  as  low  as  they  are  sold  at  any 
similar  establishment  in  the  country.  The  utmost  care  will  be  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  Compounds.  Medicines  neatly  put  up  in  small  packages,  and  labelled  with 
full  directions  for  family  use,  if  required,  and  safely  packed  for  any  climate. 

Orders,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  from  the  most  distant  sections  of  the  country, 
promptly  and  faithfully  attended  to.  B.  OSGOOD  WILSON, 

G.  CARLOS  WILSON. 

Dr.  Skinner's  Clarified  Oil  of  Ood-Fish  Liver, 

For  the  cure  of  Consumption,  Scrofula,  Rheumatism,  &c.  The  medicinal  vir- 
tues of  this  valuable  Oil  are  truly  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  age.  Con- 
sumption and  Scrofula  will  yield  to  its  influence  in  nine  cases  out  of  every  ten. 

Sold  by  Dr.  S.  at  his  office,  60  1-2  Cornhill  (up  stairs)  Boston,  wholesale  and  retail.. 
Large  bottles  75  cents — small  ones  37  1-2  cents.  Descriptive  pamphlets  and  cases 
of  cures,  in  this  city  and  in  the  country,  to  be  had  gratis  at  this  office.  The  Oil  ia 
recommended  and  approved  by  most  of  the  physicians  of  Boston. 

Druggists  and  the  Profession  supplied  at  the  usual  discount. 

New  York  State  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  I>epot, 

NO.  49  WASHINGTON  STREET,  ALBANY. 

Dr.  A.  MOSHER,  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Med- 
icines, Shaker  Herbs,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Extracts,  Ointments, 
Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually  kept  in  Bo- 
tanic Stores. 

Also,  Family  Medicines,  of  all  kinds,  put  up  in  packages,  with  directions  for  fam- 
ily use  3  together  with 

Mosher's  Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,   Yellow  Dock,  and  Wild 

Cherry, 
a  new,  and  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  the  removal  and  permanent  cure  of  diseases 
arising  from  an  impure  state  of  the  blood. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  subscribers,  No.  49,  Washing- 
ton Street,  Albany,  and  also  by  their  authorized  agents,  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. 

A.  MOSHER  &  CO. 

The  above  Compounds  may  be  had  at  the  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets, 
Worcester,  Mass. 


NOTICES. 

]Vew  England  IS  otanico- Medical  College . 

COURSE  OF  STUDY,  &c. 

The  course  of  study  required  by  this  College  is  intended  to  occupy  three  full  years  ;  and 
candidates  for  the  regular  degree  of  M.  D.  must  have  attended  two  full  Courses  of  Medi- 
cal Lectures  in  some  established  Medical  Institution,  one  of  which  must  have  been  in  this 
College.  They  must  present  satisfactory  testimonials  of  good  moral  character  ;  must  have 
a  competent  literary  education  ;  and  must  well  sustain  an  examination  in  the  various 
branches  of  medical  study,  as  contained  in  our  Course  of  Lectures,  and  in  the  text-books 
which  we  recommend,  or  equivalents. 

The  following  are  the  principal  authors  recommended  :— 

On  Anatomy — Wilson,  Qnain,  Wistar,  Paxton,  and  Harrison. 

On  Surgery — Pancoast,  Druitt,  Liston,  Cooper,  Velpeau,  and  Castle. 

On  Physiology — Carpenter,  Oliver,  Muller,  and  Dunglison. 

On  Pathology — Gross,  Chomel.  Gallup,  and  Watson. 

On  Materia  Medica — Kost,  and  Pereira,Wood  and  Bache. 

On  Auscultation  and  Percussion — Lsennec,  Williams,  Gerhard,  Bowditch,  and  Watson. 

On  Th-ory  and  Practice — Watson,  Mackintosh.  Klliotson  and  Stewartson,  Kost,  Mattson, 
Howard,  Worthy,  Comfort,  Smith,  Curtis,  and  Thomson*. 

On  the  Institutes  of  Medicine — Gallup  and  Curtis. 

On  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  Children—' Churchill,  Eberle,  Chailly, 
Maygrier,  Velpeau,  Beach,  and  Curtis. 

On  Medical  Jurisprudence — Beck  and  Williams. 

On  Chemistry — Gray,  Silliman,  and  Turner. 

On  Botany — Eaton,  Bigelow,  Gray,  and  Wood. 
The  following  are  the  members  of  the  Faculty : — 

C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

I.  M.  Comings,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Iheory  and  Practice,  and  Obstetrics. 

J.  M.  Buzzell,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ana,tomy  and  Surgery. 

J.  Kost,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany. 

E.  M.  Parritt,  A.  M.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

The  next  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Thursday  in  March,  1849,  and 
continue  fourteen  weeks.  The  fee  for  a  full  Course  is  $50,  in  advance,  with  a  matricu- 
lation fee  of  $3.  Of  those  who  have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges, 
$10  only  will  be  required.  Graduates  will  be  charged,  in  addition,  $25  for  a  Diploma.  Good 
board  can  be  had  for  $2,25  per  week. 

The  text-books  recommended  will  be  consulted  eclectically  : — authoritatively,  indeed,  so 
far  as  they  are  descriptive  of  actual  conditions,  as  in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 
the  like ;  but  otherwise  with  careful  discrimination, — the  fundamental  peculiarity  of  what 
is  taught  in  this  College  being,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  employing  poisons  of  any  kind 
as  medicinal  agents  ;  and  that  the  object,  in  exhibiting* any  remedy,  snould  be  to  sustain, 
and  not  to  depress  the  vital  powers. 

Quite  extensive  accessions  have,  of  late,  been  made  to  the  Anatomical  and  Chemical  Ap- 
paratus, Library,  &c.  The  Faculty  of  the  College  now  constitute  a  full  and  eminently 
able  Board  of  Instruction  ;  and  the  facilities  to  be  enjoyed  by  students  are,  in  every  way, 
ample.  Dissections,  surgical  operations,  illustrations,  "and  experiments,  are  conducted  in 
the  most  advantageous  and  instructive  manner. 

During  the  past  year  several  valuable  specimens  of  Morbid  Anatomy  have  been  added 
to  the  Anatomical  Cabinet,  as  donations  from  friends  of  the  College.  Other  like  favors, 
and  any  such  preparations  as  are  adapted  to  faciltate  illustrative  teaching,  in  any  of  the 
departments,  are  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicited.  C.  NEWTON,  Bean. 

The  New  England  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 

Is  published  on  the  1st  and  16th  of  every  month,  by  C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  at  No.  1, 
corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets,  Worcester,  Mass.  Each  number  contains  six- 
teen pages  octavo,  with  a  double  cover,  and  the  numbers  of  one  year  constitute  a 
volume.  Terms, — to  subscribers  paying  in  advance,  $1,00  per  year.  Those  delay- 
ing payment  three  months,  will  be  charged  $1 ,25  ;  and  those  delaying  six  months, 
$1,50.  As  the  price,  in  comparison  to  the  amount  of  matter  afforded,  is  exceeding- 
ly low,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  advance  payment  be  insisted  on,  or  that  a  fair  equiv- 
alent for  delay  be  required.  The  paper  has  received  numerous  testimonials  of  high 
approbation,  and  has  now  obtained  an  extensive  circulation,  not  only  in  New  Eng- 
land, but  also  in  the  South  and  the  West.  It  is  designed  for  domestic  as  well  as 
professional  use,  and  should  be  in  every  family.  All  remittances  and  commu- 
nications pertaining  to  it,  should  be  directed,  post  paid,  to  the  Editor.  Any  person 
forwarding,  post  paid,  the  names  of  four  subscribers,  and  remitting  $4y  shall  re 
ceive  a  fifth  copy  gratis. 


This  Sheet  is  subject  to  Newspaper  Postage  only. 
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NOTICES. 

Cancers  Cured, 

BY    MEANS    HERETOFORE    UNKNOWN. 

The  subscriber  is  now  prepared  to  announce,  that  he  has  in  his  possession  the 
means  of  removing  Cancers, — not  only  without  the  aid  of  the  knife,  but  ordinarily 
without  the  use  of  escharotics,  and  also  without  extraction  in  any  form.  The  sys- 
tem of  operation  is  based  on  the  leading  principles  of  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M.  D,— 
that  the  human  organization  is  a  sort  of  galvanic  battery,  the  nerves  of  which  are 
the  conductors,  and  the  nervo- vital  fluid  is  the  electric  fluid  of  the  battery.  The 
system  supposes,  that,  by  a  proper  increase  and  direction  of  electric  power,  the  vital 
energies  can  be  so  augmented,  as  effectually  to  destroy,  and,  by  means  of  the  ab- 
sorbents, eradicate  from  the  body  the  cancerous  growth.  Occasionally,  however^ 
when  extirpation  by  the  knife  has  been  attempted,  the  use  of  vegetable  caustics,  to 
some  extent,  is  required.  By  this  system,  internal  Cancers,  located  on  some  one  or 
the  abdominal  viscera,  where  they  can  not  be  reached  by  caustics,  can  be  destroyed. 

As  some  evidence  that  the  statements  here  made  are  not  a  humbug,  like  the  ten 
thousand  and  one  advertisements  of  the  present  day,  the  subscriber  is  not  only  rea- 
dy to  explain  his  theory  to  those  who  candidly  wish  to  inform  themselves,  but  wil- 
ling to  undertake  the  treatment  of  any  Cancer,  where  the  circumstances  are  ordi- 
narily hopeful,  with  the  distinct  agreement,  that,  without  a  cure,  there  shall  be  no 
charge.  C.  NEWTON,  M.  D. 

J>r.  I.  Jacobs'  Pills. 

Lobelia  Extract  Pills. — These  Pills  are  prepared  from  the  juice  of  the  green 
herb,  and  evaporated  to  the  consistency  of  a  pill  mass,  at  a  temperature  of  about  9S 
degrees  Fahr.  This  is  an  admirable  mode  of  administering  lobelia,  and  considered 
preferable,  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  to  all  others.  The  Pills  are  used,  in  many 
cases,  where  vomiting  is  not  considered  necesssary,  and  their  operation  is  highly 
salutary.     Price  $1,00  per  box,  accompanied  icithfull  directiones. 

Boneset  Extract  Pills,  designed  for  biliary  derangement,  useful  in  dyspepsia, 
morbid  state  of  the  liver,  jaundice,  &c.  Good  also  in  scrofula,  aud  consumption. 
Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

Clover  Extract  Pills,  for  purifying  the  blood  and  strengthening  the  system ;  a  val- 
uable remedy,  also,  in  debility,  nervous  affections,  and  female  complaints  gener- 
ally.    Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

The  proprietor  offers  these  medicines  to  the  Profession,  with  full  confidence,  that 
they  will  meet  the  highest  expectations. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  by  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE,  79  and  81  Blackstone 
Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Thomsonian  Infirmary  and  Medicine  Store. 

Dr.  WILLIAM  CLARK  may  be  consulted  at  his  Infirmary,  Nos.  80  and  82* 
Carver  Street,  Bostom. 


NOTICES. 

The  Magnetic  Remedies  of  the  late  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M-  D. 

These  remarkable  remedies,  consisting  of  a  preparation  of  magnetizad  CHLORIDE  OF 
<j!  OLD,  compounded  with  various  other  materials  with  great  care,  and  by  a  laborious  pro- 
cess, and  of  a  BITUMINOUS  PLASTER,  have  been  tested,  by  an  extensive  practice  of 
twenty  five  years  continuance,  and  may  now  justly  be  considered  as  more  successful  than 
any  other  known  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  CONSUMPTION,  in  all  its  early  stages,  and 
in  all  TUBERCULOUS  or  SCROFULOUS  DISEASES.  For  this  class  of  complaints,  they 
are  now  extensively  adopted  by  physicians  in  their  own  practice,  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  They  are  prepared  by  us,  under  the  direction  of  the  Executrix  of  the  late  Dr. 
Sherwood,  to  whom,  by  his  will,  his  medical  recipes  are  intrusted,  in  the  same  manner,  in 
all  respects,  as  heretofore,  and  are  always  accompanied  by  Dr.  Sherwood's  valuable  medi- 
cal treatise  upon  the  motive  power  of  the  Human  System, — a  work  which  was  the  result 
of  many  years  of  labor  and  research,  and  which  shows,  in  the  clearest  manner,  the  princi- 
ples upon  which  the  operation  of  his  remedies  is  founded,  and  their  mode  of  cure.  Both 
the  Treatise  and  the  Remedies  are  so  arranged,  that  they  can  be  sent  by  mail  at  a  trifling 
expense  to  any  part  of  the  Union.  All  orders  or  communications  for  medical  advice  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Subscribers,  H.  H.  Sherwood's  successors, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 

Sherwood's  Vibrating  Magnetic  Machines. 

By  recent  improvements  in  these  machines,  their  power  is  doubled  in  cases  of  the  same 
size,  and  the  prices  reduced  to  Sl'J,  $12  -and  $14  each  ;  the  $10  size  being  greatly  superior 
to  the  $12  sizes  of  other  machines.  They  have  now  more  power,  and  run  with  more 
smoothness,  and  are  better  adapted  for  magnetizing  patients,  than  any  others  in  use. 
Each  case  is  accompanied  with  a  MANUAL,  (11th  edition,  pp.  400,  32mo,)  in  the  English 
or  French  language,  according  to  order,  which  contains  clear  and  minute  directions  for 
the  proper  use  of  the  instrument  in  the  various  diseases  to  which  it  is  applicable,  which 
are  found  to  include  many  of  the  most  peculiar  and  obstinate  that  are  known  to  the  medi- 
cal profession.  The  Manual  also  contains  a  synopsis  of  the  different  systems  of  medical 
practice,  Allopathic,  Homoepathic,  and  Magnopathic  with  a  full  glossary. 

Physicians  and  others  are  cautioned  against  purchasing  the  imitations  of  these  machines, 
as  they  will  be  found  of  comparatively  little  value.  No  premium  has  ever  been  obtained 
over  our  Magnetic  Machines  at  the  American  or  any  other  Institute,  as  is  represented  by 
the  manufacturers  of  inferior  machines.  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  Successors,* 

No*  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 

JOB  T.  DICKENS,  M.  D., 

Thomsonian  Botanic  Physician  &  Surgeon. 

BOTANIC  MEDICINES  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL. 

Residence — Charter  Street,  two  doors  from  State  Street,  opposite  the  Post  Office, 

JYewburyport,  Mass. 

Wm.  A.  Wright,  M.  D., 

Barnesville,  Pike  Co.,  Ga., 

Offers  his  professional  services  to  the  citizens  of  Pike,  and  will  keep  con- 
stantly on  hand  Larrabee's  Botanic  Medicines.,  and  the  various  compounds,  to  retail 
to  the  afflicted. 


* 


NOTICES. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Mattocks'  Buena  Vista  Pills. 

Purely     Vegetable. 

In  offering  this  medicine  to  the  public,  we  introduce  the  most  mild,  easy,  and  certain  ea- 
thartic  ever  known  j  not  the  least  griping  or  drastic  effects  attending  their  operation.  -We 
do  not  pretend  to  cure  every  form  of  disease  with  these  pills,  neither  do  we  expect  to  raise 
the  dead,  or  kill  the  living ;  but  we  do  know  that  these  pills  will  cure  diseases  of  the  liver, 
in  any  form  ;  such  as  acute  or  chronic  inflammation,  jaundice  in  its  worst  stages,  dyspep- 
sia, constipated  bowels,  headache,  heartburn,  flatulency,  and  in  fevers  they  are  the  only  med- 
icine needed.  They  will  break  the  most  malignant  type,  if  taken  in  its  first  stage,  accor- 
ding to  the  directions  accompanying  each  box :  they  will  also  remove  all  female  obstruc- 
tions immediately;  and  in  rheumatism  and  gout  they  are  an  infalible  remedy  if  persevered 
m.  In  all  affections  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  organs,  we  can  recommend  them  as  a  per- 
fectly safe  and  efficacious  remedy— gravel,  chronic  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  or  bladder 
stricture  can  be  cured  in  a  short  time  with  these  pills.  As  a  general  cathartic,  they  are 
the  best  ever  offered  to  the  public,  because  they  strengthen  the  bowels  and  leave  the  sys- 
tem in  a  healthy  state,  operating  without  the  least  griping  or  pain. 

Manufactured  and  sold  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  proprietor,  Dr.  E.  J.  MATTOCKS, 
at  his  Medical  Dispensary,  No.  21  Fifth  Street,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  sold  by  agents  throughout 
the  United  States. 

United  States  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Depot, 

108  John  Street,  New   York. 

H.  WINCHESTER,  Wholesale  Dealer  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Medicines,  Sha- 
ker's Herbs,  Garden  Seeds,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Distilled  Waters,  Ex- 
tracts, Ointments,  Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually 
kept  in  Botanic  Stores. 

0^*  The  trade  supplied  at  the  lowest  Market  Prices. 

Medical    Education. 

In  compliance  with  the  solicitations  of  several  friends,  the  undersigned  has  consented 
to  instruct  a  few  young  men,  in  the  various  branches  connected  with  a  liberal  Medical  Edu- 
cation} including  Botany.  He  now  has  a  class  of  five  young  men,  and  is  willing  to  add  a 
few  more  to  this  number.  He,  therefore,  offers  his  services  to  those  who  may  wish  a 
thorough  Medical  Education. 

In  reference  to  his  facilities  and  qualifications,  he  would  simply  state,  he  is  a  graduate 
of  both  Allopathic  and  Botanic  Schools,  has  an  extensive  Library  of  choice  Authors,  both 
Ancient  and  Modern,  a  set  of  full  length  Colored  Anatomical  Plates,  Diagrams,  &c.  wet 
and  dry  Specimens,  Surgical  Apparatus,  Obstetrical  Manikins,  and  Dissecting  Facilities,  to- 
any  amount* 

*  In  addition,  he  enjoys  an  extensive  Clinical  Practice,  with  frequent  Surgical  Cases,  from 
which  his  students  will  be  supplied  with  any  number  of  patients,  to  be  attended  under  his 
supervision ;  thus  qualifying  his  pupils  for  practice,  before  they  enter  on  the  responsible 
duties  of  their  profession. 

Persons  desiring  further  information  will  please  address,  postpaid, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  July,  1S4S.  CHARLES  J.  K&NWORTHY,  M.  D. 


NOTICES. 
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Mattson's  American  Vegetable  Practice,  or  Family  Guide. 

Second  Edition,  Revised,  with  Important  Additions. 

I.  Anatomy,  with  a  Steel  Engraving  of  the  Human  Skeleton,  back  and  front 
view,  and  a  number  df  Wood  Illustrations. 

II.  The  Old  School  Practice. 

III.  Vegetable  Materia  Medica,  with  twenty-four  beautifully  colored  Illustrations, 

IV.  Compounds. 

V.  Description  of  Diseases,  Treatment,  &c. 

VI.  Guide  for  Women,  or  Simplified  Treatise  of  Child  Birth;  Description  of 
Diseases  of  Females  and  Infants,  &c. 

It  is  generally  conceded,  that  there  is  no  better  Botanic  Work  than  this  for  fami- 
lies. Every  Botanic  Physician  a}so  should  have  a  copy  of  it  in  his  library.  It  has 
received  great  favor  in  England,  and  is  publicly  announced  there,  by  some  of  the 
educated  and  prominent  Physicians,  as  their  Guide  of  Practice. 

For  sale  by 

WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 
the  Publisher  and  Proprietor,  at  the  New  England  Botanic  Depot,  rear  of  47,  Hano- 
ver Street,  Boston,  Mass.     Also  an  extensive  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines,  and 
every  thing  that  appertains  to  an  establishment  of  the  kind,  very  low*  for  ©ash  ot 
approved  credit. 


NOTICE. 

Laboratory  of*  Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicine, 

No.  20,  South  Calvert  St Baltimore. 

THE  first  mill  erected  in  the  United  States  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing 
Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicines. 

The  subscriber  has  the  largest  and  most  complete  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines 
in  the  United  States,  comprising  all  the  various  Compounds  and  other  articles  re- 
commended by  Dr.  S.  Thomson,  besides  an  extensive  variety  of  other  approved 
Botanic  Medicines.  Having  erected  his  Steam  Mills  expressly  for  the  above  Medi- 
cines, he  is  enabled  to  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  and  warrants  his  Medicines 
to  be  genuine  and  pure,  prepared  in  the  best  manner,  and  clear  of  any  deleterious  or 
poisonous  qualities,  as  he  does  not  admit  any  thing  of  that  nature  about  his  establish- 
ment. 

An  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years,  in  the  practice,  preparation,  and  com- 
pounding of  Botanic  Medicines,  from  the  very  best  and  purest  materials  in  the  mar- 
ket, has  afforded  him  just  grounds  to  natter  himself,  that  his  Medicines,  after  a  fair 
trial,  will  compete  with  any  which  may  be  offered  to  the  friends  of  the  Botanic 
cause,  within  the  whole  range  of  our  country. 

S2F*  It  is  of  great  importance,  that  Practitioners,  and  others,  using  Botanic  Medi- 
cines, should  be  apprised,  that  all  the  articles  manufactured  at  his  establishment  are 
pulverized, — not  ground, — between  an  upper  and  nether  mill-stone  ;  as  the  latter 
process  heats,  and  consequently  injures,  if  it  does  not  destroy  the  medical  virtues  of 
all  articles  submitted  to  such  an  operation. 

On  hand  all  the  various  Medical  Works  on  the  Botanic  System,  together  with  a 
general  assortment  of  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  and  all  the  articles  connected  with  the 
business.  Those  wishino-  pure  Medicines  can  be  supplied  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms  by  EPH'M.  LARRABEE. 

May,  1847. 

FOR,  SALE. 

The  proprietor  of  the  NEW  ENGLAND  THOMSONIAN  DEPOT  in  BOSTON, having 
determined  on  going  to  California,  is  desirous  of  doing  up  his  business  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  therefore  offers  his  stock  and  fixtures  for  sale.  As  he  intends  taking  a  stock  of  medi- 
cine with  him,  he  does  not  care  to  sell  the  whole  of  his  stock,  but  will  accomodate  the  pur- 
chaser with  any  amount  he  may  want,  from  $2000  to  $8000  worth. 

The  stock  is  well  selected,  and  as  good  as  any  in  the  United  States. — Terms  easy. 

Boston,  Feb  14,  1849.  J.  T.  Gilman  Pike. 

J.  Jackson,  ML  D.,  Botanic  Physician, 

No.  102,  Court  Street boston. 

House,  No.  42,  Poplar  Street.     Calls  in  the  city  and  country  attended  to. 
IzgT  Botanic  Medicines,  wholesale  and  retail. 


NOTICES. 

Wilson's  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Laboratory, 

No.  18,  Central  Street Boston,  Mass. 

Ed^*  The  subscribers  would  respectfully  inform  the  public,  that  they  have  recently 
opened  the  above  establishment,  where  may  be  found  an  extensive  assortment  of  Bo- 
tanic and  Thomsonian  Medicines,  Shaker  Herbs,  Extracts,  Oils,  &c.  Syringes  of 
all  kinds,  and  all  the  different  Medical  Works  upon  the  reformed  system  of  practice 
published  in  the  United  States ;  also,  Brandy,  Wines,  and  other  liquors  of  the  choic- 
est brands,  for  medicinal  purposes  only. 

Having  made  arrangements  to  obtain  all  articles,  that  are  indigenous  to  this  coun- 
try, directly  from  those  parts  where  they  are  grown,  and  found  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance and  perfection,  they  are  prepared  to  supply  Wholesale  Dealers,  Practitioners, 
and  others,  with  medicines  of  superior  quality,  at  prices  as  low  as  they  are  sold  at  any 
similar  establishment  in  the  country.  The  utmost  care  will  be  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  Compounds.  Medicines  neatly  put  up  in  small  packages,  and  labelled  with 
full  directions  for  family  use,  if  required,  and  safely  packed  for  any  climate. 

Orders,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  from  the  most  distant  sections  of  the  country, 
promptly  and  faithfully  attended  to.  B.  OSGOOD  WILSON-, 

G.  CARLOS  WILSON. 

Dr.  Skinner's  Clarified  Oil  of  Cod-Fish  Liver, 

For  the  cure  of  Consumption,  Scrofula,  Rheumatism,  &c.  The  medicinal  vin- 
tues  of  this  valuable  Oil  are  truly  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  age.  Con- 
sumption and  Scrofula  will  yield  to  its  influence  in  nine  cases  out  of  every  ten. 

Sold  by  Dr.  S.  at  his  office,  60  1-2  Cornhill  (up  stairs)  Boston,  wholesale  and  retail. 
Large  bottles  75  cents — small  ones  37  1-2  cents.  Descriptive  pamphlets  and  cases 
of  cures,  in  this  city  and  in  the  country,  to  be  had  gratis  at  this  office.  The  Oil  is 
recommended  and  approved  by  most  of  the  physicians  of  Boston. 

Druggists  and  the  Profession  supplied  at  the  usual  discount. 

New  York  State  Thomsonian  and  ISotanie  I>epot« 

NO.  49  WASHINGTON  STREET,  ALBANY. 

Dr.  A.  MOSHE7R,  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Med- 
icines, Shaker  Herbs,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Extracts,  Ointments, 
Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually  kept  in  Bo- 
tanic Stores. 

Also,  Family  Medicines,  of  all  kinds,  put  up  in  packages,  with  directions  for  fam- 
ily use ;  together  with 

Masher's  Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,   Yellow  Dock,  and  Wild 

Cherry, 
a  new,  and  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  the  removal  and  permanent  cure  of  diseases 
arising  from  an  impure  6tate  of  the  blood. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  subscribers,  No.  49,  Washing- 
ton Street,  Albany,  and  also  by  their  authorized  agents,  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. 

A.  MOSHER  &  CO. 

The  above  Compounds  may  be  had  at  the  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets, 
Worcester,  Mass. 


NOTICES. 

New  England  Botanico-Medical  College. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY,  &c. 

The  course  of  study  required  by  this  College  is  intended  to  occupy  three  full  years  :  and 
candidates  for  the  regular  degree  of  M.  D.  must  have  attended  two  full  Courses  of  Medi- 
cal Lectures  in  some  established  Medical  Institution,  one  of  which  must  have  been  in  this 
College.  They  must  present  satisfactory  testimonials  of  good  moral  character  3  must  have 
a  competent  literary  education  ;  and  must  well  sustain  an  examination  in  the  various 
branches  of  medical  study,  as  contained  in  our  Course  of  Lectures,  and  in  the  text-books 
which  we  recommend,  or  equivalents. 

The  following  are  the  principal  authors  recommended  : — 

On  Anatomy — Wilson,  Quain,  Wistar,  Paxton,  and  Harrison. 

On  Surgery — Pancoast,  Druitt,  Liston,  Cooper,  Velpeau,  and  Castle. 

On  Physiology — Carpenter,  Oliver,  Muller,  and  Dunglison. 

On  Pathology — Gross,  Chomel,  Gallup,  and  Watson.    r 

On  Materia  Medica—Kost,  and  Pereira.Wood  and  Bache. 

On  Auscultation  and  Percussion — Lasnnec,  Williams,  Gerhard,  Bowditch,  and  Watson. 

On  Theory  and  Pi  act  ice — Watson,  Mackintosh,  Klliotson  and  Stewartson,Kost,  Mattson, 
Howard,  Worthy,  Comfort,  Smith,  Curtis,  and  Thomson. 

On  the  Institutes  of  Medicine — Gallup  and  Curtis. 

On  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  Children— Churchill,  Eberle,  Chailly, 
Maygrier,  Velpeau,  Beach,  and  Curtis. 

On  Medical  Jurisprudence — Beck  and  Williams. 

On  Chemistry — Gray,  Stlliman,  and  Turner. 

On  Botany — Eaton,  Bigelow,  Gray,  and  Wood. 
The  following  are  the  members  of  the  Faculty  : — 

C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

I.  M.  Comings,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice,  and  Obstetrics. 

J.  M.  Buzz  ell,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery. 

J.  Kost,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany. 

E.  M.  PARPaTT,  A.  M.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

The  next  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Thursday  in  March,  1849,  and 
continue  fourteen  weeks.  The  fee  for  a  full  Course  is  $50,  in  advance,  with  a  matricu- 
lation fee  of  $3.  Of  those  who  have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges, 
$10  only  will  be  required.  Graduates  will  be  charged,  in  addition,  $25  for  a  Diploma.  Good 
board  can  be  had  tor  $2,25  per  week. 

The  text-books  recommended  will  be  consulted  eclectically  ; — authoritatively,  indeed,  so 
far  as  they  are  descriptive  of  actual  conditions,  as  in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 
the  like ;  but  otherwise  with  careful  discrimination, — the  fundamental  peculiarity  of  what 
is  taught  in  this  College  being,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  employing  poisons  of  any  kind 
as  medicinal  agents  ;  and  that  the  object,  in  exhibiting  any  remedy,  should  be  to  sustain, 
and  not  to  depress  the  vital  powers. 

Quite  extensive  accessions  have,  of  late,  been  made  to  the  Anatomical  and  Chemical  Ap- 
paratus, Library,  &c.  The  Faculty  of  the  College  now  constitute  a  full  and  eminently 
able  Eoard  of  Instruction  3  and  the  facilities  to  be  enjoyed  by  students  are,  in  every  way, 
ample.  Dissections,  surgical  operations,  illustrations,  and  experiments,  are  conducted  in 
the  most  advantageous  and  instructive  manner. 

During  the  past  year  several  valuable  specimens  of  Morbid  Anatomy  have  been  added 
to  the  Anatomical  Cabinet,  as  donations  from  friends  of  the  College.  Other  like  favors, 
and  any  such  preparations  as  are  adapted  to  faciltate  illustrative  teaching,  in  any  of  the 
departments,  are  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicited.  C.  KE  WTON,  Dean. 

The  New  England  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 

Is  published  on  the  1st  and  16th  of  every  month,  by  C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  at  No.  1, 
corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets,  Worcester,  Mass.  Each  number  contains  six- 
teen pages  octavo,  with  a  double  cover,  and  the  numbers  of  one  year  constitute  a 
volume.  Terms, — to  subscribers  paying  in  advance,  $1,00  per  year.  Those  delay- 
ing payment  three  months,  will  be  charged  $1,25  ;  and  those  delaying  six  months, 
$1,50.  As  the  price,  in  comparison  to  the  amount  of  matter  afforded,  is  exceeding- 
ly low,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  advance  payment  be  insisted  on,  or  that  a  fair  equiv- 
alent for  delay  be  required.  The  paper  has  received  numerous  testimonials  of  high 
approbation,  and  has  now  obtained  an  extensive  circulation,  not  only  in  New  Eng- 
land, but  also  in  the  South  and  the  West.  It  is  designed  for  domestic  as  well  as 
professional  use,  and  should  be  in  every  family .  All  remittances  and  commu- 
nications pertaining  to  it,  should  be  directed,  post  paid,  to  the  Editor.  Any  person 
forwarding,  post  paid,  the  names  of  four  subscribers,  and  remitting  $4,  shall  19 
©eive  a  fifth  copy  gratis. 


This  Sheet  is  subject  to  Newsi^per  Postage  only. 
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NOTICES. 

Cancers  Cured, 

BY    MEANS    HERETOFORE    UNKNOWN. 

The  subscriber  is  now  prepared  to  announce,  that  he  has  in  his  possession  the 
means  of  removing  Cancers, — not  only  without  the  aid  of  the  knife,  but  ordinarily 
without  the  use  of  escharotics,  and  also  without  extraction  in  any  form.  The  sys- 
tem of  operation  is  ba&ed  on  the  leading  principles  of  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M.  D., — 
that  the  human  organization  is  a  sort  of  galvanic  battery,  the  nerves  of  which  are 
the  conductors,  and  the  nervo- vital  fluid  is  the  electric  fluid  of  the  battery.  The 
system  supposes,  that,  by  a  proper  increase  and  direction  of  electric  power,  the  vital 
energies  can  be  so  augmented,  as  effectually  to  destroy,  and,  by  means  of  the  ab- 
sorbents, eradicate  from  the  body  the  cancerous  growth.  Occasionally,  however, 
when  extirpation  by  the  knife  has  been  attempted,  the  use  of  vegetable  caustics,  to 
some  extent,  is  required.  By  this  system,  internal  Cancers,  located  on  some  one  or 
the  abdominal  viscera,  where  they  can  not  be  reached  by  caustics,  can  be  destroyed. 

As  some  evidence  that  the  statements  here  made  are  not  a  humbug,  like  the  ten 
thousand  and  one  advertisements  of  the  present  day,  the  subscriber  is  not  only  rea- 
dy to  explain  his  theory  to  those  who  candidly  wish  to  inform  themselves,  but  wil- 
ling to  undertake  the  treatment  of  any  Cancer,  where  the  circumstances  are  ordi- 
narily hopeful,  with  the  distinct  agreement,  that,  without  a  cure,  there  shall  be  no 
charge.  C.  NEWTON,  M.  D. 

Br,  I.  Jacobs'  Fills. 

Lobelia  Extract  Pills. — These  Pills  are  prepared  from  the  juice  of  the  green 
herb,  and  evaporated  to  the  consistency  of  a  pill  mass,  at  a  temperature  of  about  98 
degrees  Fahr.  This  is  an*  admirable  mode  of  administering  lobelia,  and  considered 
preferable,  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  to  all  others.  The  Pills  are  used,  in  many 
cases,  where  vomiting  is  not  considered  necesssary,  and  their  operation  is  highly 
salutary.     Prince  $1,00  per  box,  accompanied  with  full  directiones. 

Boneset  Extract  Pills,  designed  for  biliary  derangement,  useful  in  dyspepsia, 
morbid  state  of  the  liver,  jaundice,  &c.  Good  also  in  scrofula,  and  consumption. 
Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

Clover  Extract  Pills,  for  purifying  the  blood  and  strengthening  the  system ;  a  val- 
uable remedy,  also,  in  debility,  nervous  affections,  and  female  complaints  gener- 
ally.    Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

The  proprietor  offers  these  medicines  to  the  Profession,  with  full  confidence,  that 
they  will  meet  the  highest  expectations. 

For  sab-  wholesale  and  retail,  by  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE,  79  and  81  Blackstone 
Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Thomsonian  Infirmary  and  Medicine  Store. 

Dr.  WILLIAM  CLARK  may  be  consulted  at  his  Infirmary,  JYos.  80  and  82, 
Carver  Street^  Boston. 


NOTICES. 

The  Magnetic  Remedies  of  the  late  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M.  Do 

These  remarkable  remedies,  consisting  of  a  preparation  of  magnetized  CHLORIDE  Of 
<GOLD,  compounded  with  various  other  materials  with  great  care,  and  by  a  laborious  pf6- 
■cess,  and  of  a  BITUMINOUS  PLASTER,  have  been  tested,  by  an  extensive  practice  of 
twenty  five  years  continuance,  and  may  now  justly  be  considered  as  more  successful  than 
any  other  known  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  CONSUMPTION,  in  all  its  early  stages,  and 
in  all  TUBERCULOUS  or  SCROFULOUS  DISEASES.  For  this  class  of  complaints,  they 
are  now  extensively  adopted  by  physicians  in  their  own  practice,  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  They  are  prepared  by  us,  under  the  direction  of  the  Executrix  of  the  late  I)r 
Sherwood,  to  whom,  by  his  will,  his  medical  recipes  are  intrusted,  in  the  same  manner,  in 
all  respects,  as  heretofore,  and  are  always  accompanied  by  Dr.  Sherwood's  valuable  medi- 
cal treatise  upon  the  motive  power  of  the  Human  System, — a  work  which  was  the  result 
of  many  years  of  labor  and  researeli,  and  which  shows,  in  the  clearest  manner,  the  princi- 
ples upon  which  the  operation  of  his  remedies  is  founded,  and  their  mode  of  cure.  Both. 
the  Treatise  and  the  Remedies  are  so  arranged,  that  they  can  be  sent  by  mail  at  a  trifling 
expense  to  any  part  of  the  Union.  All  orders  or  communications  for  medical  advice  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Subscribers,  [H.  H.  SHERWOOD^S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York, 

S&erwood's  Vibrating  Magnetic  Machines. 

By  recent  improvements  in  these  machines,  their  power  is  doubled  in  cases  of  the  same 
size,  and  the  prices  reduced  to  $1:0-,  S12  and  $14  each  ;  the  $10  size  being  greatly  superior 
to  the  $12  sizes  of  other  machines.  They  have  now  more  power,  and  run  with  more 
smoothness,  and  are  better  adapted  for  magnetizing  patients,  than  any  others  in  use. 
Each  case  is  accompanied  with  a  MANUAL,  (11th  edition,  pp  400,  32mo,)  in  the  English 
or  French  langnage,  according  to  order,  which  contains  clear  and  minute  direction*  for 
the  proper  use  of  the  instrument  in  the  various  dise  ases  to  which  it  is  applicable,  which 
are  found  to  include  many  of  the  most  peculiar  and  obstinate  that  are  known  to  the  medi- 
cal profession.  The  Manual  also  contains  a  synopsis  of  the  different  systems  of  medical 
practice,  Allopathic,  Homcepathic,  and  Magnopathic  with  a  full  glossary. 

Physicians  and  others  are  cautioned  against  purchasing  thb  imitations  of  these  machines , 
as  they  will  be  found  of  comparatively  little  value.  No  premium  has  ever  been  obtained 
over  our  Magnetic  Machines  at  the  American  or  anv  other  Institute,  as  is  represented  by 
the  manufacturers  of  inferior  machines.  H.  H  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 

JOB  T.  DICKENS,  M.  D., 

Thonisonian  Botanic  Physician  &  §urgeoia» 

BOTANIC  MEDICINES  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL. 
Residence — Charter  Street,  two  doors  from  State  Street,  opposite  the  Post  Office, 

Newburyport,  Mass. 

Wm.  A.  Wright,  M.  D., 

Barnesville,  Pike  Co.,  Ga., 

Offers  his  professional  services  to  the  citizens  of  Pike,  and  will  keep  con- 
stantly on  hand  Larrabee's  Botaui-c  Medicines  and  the  various  compounds,  to  retail 

to  the  aiSicte^L 


NOTICES. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Mattocks'  Buena  Vista  Pills. 

Purely     Vegetable. 

In  offering  this  medicine  to  the  public,  Ave  introduce  the  most  mild,  easy,  and  certain  ca- 
thartic ever  known  ;  not  the  least  griping  or  drastic  effects  attending  their  operation.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  cure  every  form  of  disease  with  these  pills,  neither  do  we  expect  to  raise 
the  dead,  or  kill  the  living  ;  but  we  do  know  that  these  pills  will  cure  diseases  of  the  liver, 
in  any  form  ;  such  as  acute  or  chronic  inflammation,  jaundice  in  its  worst  stages,  dyspep- 
sia, constipated  bowels,  headache,  heartburn,  flatulency,  and  in  fevers  they  are  the  only  med- 
icine needed.  They  will  oreak  the  most  malignant  type,  if  taken  in  its  ■first  stage,  accor- 
ding to  the  directions  accompanying  each  box:  they  will  also  remove  all  female  obstruc- 
tions immediately;  and  in  rheumatism  and  gout  they  are  an  infalible  remedy  if  persevered 
in.  In  all  affections  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  organs,  we  can  recommend  them  as  a  per- 
fectly safe  and  efficacious  remedy — gravel,  chronic  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  or  bladder 
stricture  can  be  cured  in  a  short  time  with  these  pills.  As  a  general  cathartic,  they  are 
the  best  ever-offered  to  the  public,  because  they  strengthen  the  bowels  and  leave  the  sys- 
tem in  a  healthy  state,  operating  without  the  least  griping  or  pain. 

Manufactured  and  sold  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  proprietor,  Dr.  E.  J.  MATTOCKS, 
fit  his  Medical  Dispensary,  No.  24  Fifth  Street,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  sold  by  agents  throughout 
the  United  States. 

United  States  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Depot, 

108  John  Street,  New   York. 

H.  WINCHESTER,  Wholesale  Dealer  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Medicines,  "Sha- 
ker's Herbs,  Garden  Seeds,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Distilled  Waters,  Ex- 
tracts, Ointments,  Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually 
kept  in  Botanic  Stores. 

O^"  The  trade  supplied  at  tlie  lowest  Market  Prices. 

Medical    Education. 

In  compliance  with  the  solicitations  of  several  friends,  the  undersigned  has  consented 
to  instruct  a  few  young  men,  in  the  various  branches  connected  with  a  liberal  Medical  Edu- 
cation, including  Botany.  He  now  has  a  class  of  five  young  men,  and  is  willing  to  add  a 
few  more  to  this  number.  He,  therefore,  offers  his  services  to  those  who  may  wish  a 
thorough  Medical  Education. 

In  reference  to  his  facilities  and  qualifications,  he  would  simply  state,  he  is  a  graduate 
of  both  Allopathic  and  Botanic  Schools,  has  an  extensive  Library  of  choice  Authors,  both 
Ancient  and  Modern,  a  set  of  full  length  Colored  Anatomical  Plates,  Diagrams,  &c.  wet 
find  dry  Specimens,  Surgical  Apparatus,  Obstetrical  Manikins,  and  Dissecting  Facilities,  to 
any  amount* 

In  addition,  he  enjoys  an  extensive  Clinical  Practice,  with  frequent  Surgical  Cases,  from 
which  his  students  will  be  supplied  with  any  number  of  patients,  to  be  attended  under  his 
supervision ;  thus  qualifying  his  pupils  for  practice,  before  they  enter  on  the  responsible 
duties  of  their  profession. 

Persons  desiring  further  information  will  please  address,  postpaid, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  July,  1848.  -CHARLES  J..  KENW'OETHY,  M.  D. 


NOTICES. 
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Mattson's  American  Vegetable  Practice,  or  Family  Guide. 

Second  Edition,  Revised,  with  Important  Additions. 

I.  Anatomy,  with  a  Steel  Engraving  of  the  Human  Skeleton,  back  and  front 
view,  and  a  number  of  Wood  Illustrations. 

II.  The  Old  School  Practice. 

III.  Vegetable  Materia  Medica,  with  twenty-four  beautifully  colored  Illustrations. 

IV.  Compounds. 

V.  Description  of  Diseases,  Treatment,  &c. 

VI.  Guide  for  Women,  or  Simplified  Treatise  of  Child  Birth;  Description  of 
Diseases  of  Females  and  Infants,  &c. 

It  is  generally  conceded,  that  there  is  no  better  Botanic  Work  than  this  for  fami- 
lies. Every  Botanic  Physician  also  should  have  a  copy  of  it  in  his  library.  It  has 
received  great  favor  in  England,  and  is  publicly  announced  there,  by  some  of  the 
educated  and  prominent  Physicians,  as  their  Guide  of  Practice. 

For  sale  by 

WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 
the  Publisher  and  Proprietor,  at  the  New  England  Botanic  Depot,  rear  of  47,  Hano- 
ver Street,  Boston,  Mass.     Also  an  extensive  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines,  and 
every  thing  that  appertains  to  an  establishment  of  the  ikind.j  very  low,  for  cash  of 
approved  credit. 


NOTICE. 

Laboratory  of  Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicine, 

No.  20,  South  Calvert  St Baltimore. 

THE  first  mill  erected  in  the  United  States  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing 
Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicines. 

The  subscriber  has  the  largest  and  most  complete  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines 
in  the  United  States,  comprising  all  the  various  Compounds  and  other  articles  re- 
commended by  Dr.  S.  Thomson,  besides  an  extensive  variety  of  other  approved 
Botanic  Medicines.  Having  erected  his  Steam  Mills  expressly  for  the  above  Medi- 
cines, he  is  enabled  to  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  and  warrants  his  Medicines 
to  be  genuine  and  pure,  prepared  in  the  best  manner,  and  clear  of  any  deleterious  or 
poisonous  qualities,  as  he  does  not  admit  any  thing  of  that  nature  about  his  establish- 
ment. 

An  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years,  in  the  practice,  preparation,  and  com- 
pounding of  Botanic  Medicines,  from  the  very  best  and  purest  materials  in  the  mar- 
ket, has  afforded  him  just  grounds  to  flatter  himself,  that  his  Medicines,  after  a  fair 
trial,  will  compete  with  any  which  may  be  offered  to  the  friends  of  the  Botanic 
^ause,  within  the  whole  range  of  our  country. 

IdP5  It  is  of  great  importance,  that  Practitioners,  and  others,  using  Botanic  Medi- 
cines, should  be  apprised,  that  all  the  articles  manufactured  at  his  establishment  are 
pulverized, — not  ground, — between  an  upper  and  nether  mill-stone ;  as  the  latter 
process  heats,  and  consequently  injures,  if  it  does  not  destroy  the  medical  virtues  of 
all  articles  submitted  to  such  an  operation. 

On  hand  all  the  various  Medical  Works  on  the  Botanic  System,  together  with  a 
general  assortment  of  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  and  all  the  articles  connected  with  the 
business.  Those  wishing  pure  Medicines  can  be  supplied  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms  by  EPH'M.  LARRABEE. 

May,  1847. 

MOT    FOR   SALE. 

The  proprietor  of  the  NEW  ENGLAND  THOMSONIAN  DEPOT,  having  changed  his 
purpose,  does  not  offer  his  stoek  ike.  for  sale,  but  will  continue  the  business  as  heretofore. 
He  ofters  a  good  assortment  of  Medicines,  and  at  low  prices. 

Boston,  March  9,  1849.  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE. 

J.  Jackson,  M*  D.,  Botanic  Physician, 

No.  102,  Court  Street. . .  .boston. 
House,  No.  42,  Poplar  Street.     Calls  in  the  city  and  country  attended  to. 
ISF*  Botanic  Medicines,  wholesale  and  retail. 


NOTICES. 

Wilson's  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Laboratory, 

No.  18,  Central  Street Boston,  Mass. 

I3F1  The  subscribers  would  respectfully  inform  the  public,  that  they  have  recently 
opened  the  above  establishment,  where  may  be  found  an  extensive  assortment  of  Bo- 
tanic and  Thomsonian  Medicines,  Shaker  Herbs,  Extracts,  Oils,  &c.  Syringes  of 
all  kinds,  and  all  the  different  Medical  Works  upon  the  reformed  system  of  practice 
published  in  the  United  States ;  also,  Brandy,  Wines,  and  other  liquors  of  the  choic- 
est brands,  for  medicinal  purposes  only. 

Having  made  arrangements  to  obtain  all  articles,  that  are  indigenous  to  this  coun- 
try, directly  from  those  parts  where  they  are  grown,  and  found  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance and  perfection,  they  are  prepared  to  supply  Wholesale  Dealers,  Practitioners, 
and  others,  with  medicines  of  superior  quality,  at  prices  as  low  as  they  are  sold  at  any 
similar  establishment  in  the  country.  The  utmost  care  will  be  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  Compounds.  Medicines  neatly  put  up  in  small  packages,  and  labelled  with 
full  directions  for  family  use,  if  required,  and  safely  packed  for  any  climate. 

Orders,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  from  the  most  distant  sections  of  the  country, 
promptly  and  faithfully  attended  to.  B.  OSGOOD  WILSON, 

G.  CARLOS  WILSON. 

Dr,  Skinner's  Clarified  Oil  of  Cod-Fish  Liver, 

For  the  cure  of  Consumption,  Scrofula,  Rheumatism,  &c.  The  medicinal  vir- 
tues of  this  valuable  Oil  are  truly  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  age.  Con- 
sumption and  Scrofula  will  yield  to  its  influence  in  nine  eases  out  of  every  ten. 

Sold  by  Dr.  S.  at  his  office,  60  1-2  Cornhill  (up  stairs)  Boston,  wholesale  and  retail. 
Large  bottles  75  cents — small  ones  37  1-2  cents.  Descriptive  pamphlets  and  cases 
of  cures,  in  this  city  and  in  the  country,  to  be  had  gratis  at  this  office.  The  Oil  is 
recommended  and  approved  by  most  of  the  physicians  of  Boston. 

Druggists  and  the  Profession  supplied  at  the  usual  discount. 

New  York  State  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  J>epot. 

NO.  49  WASHINGTON  STREET,  ALBANY. 

Dr.  A.  MOSHER,  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Med- 
icines, Shaker  Herbs,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Extracts,  Ointments, 
Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually  kept  in  Bo- 
tanic Stores. 

Also,  Family  Medicines,  of  all  kinds,  put  up  in  packages,  with  directions  for  fam-r 
ily  use  3  together  with 

Mosher's  Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,   Yellow  Dock,  and  Wild 

Cherry , 
a  new,  and  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  the  removal  and  permanent  cure  of  diseases 
arising  from  an  impure  6tate  of  the  blood. 

Prepared  and  6old,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  subscribers,  No.  49,  Washing- 
ton Street,  Albany,  and  also  by  their  authorized  agents,  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. 

A.  MOSHER  &  CO. 

The  above  Compounds  may  be  had  at  the  comer  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets, 
Worcester,  Mass. 


NOTICES. 

Worcester  Uledical  Institution. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY,  &c. 

The  course  of  study  required  by  this  Institution  is  intended  to  occupy  three  full  years  ; 
and  candidates  for  the  regular  degree  of  M.  D.  must  have  attended  two  full  Courses  of  Medi- 
cal Lectures  in  some  established  Medical  College,  one  of  which  must  have  been  in  this  Insti- 
tution. They  must  present  satisfactory  testimonials  of  good  moral  character;  must  have 
a  competent  literary  education  ;  and  must  well  sustain  an  examination  in  the  various 
branches  of  medical  study,  as  contained  in  our  Course  of  Lectures,  and  in  the  text-book* 
which  we  recommend,  or  equivalents. 

The  following  are  the  principal  authors  recommended: — 

On  Anatomy — Wilson,  Quain,  Wistar,  Paxton,  and  Harrison. 

On  Surgery — Pancoast,  Druitt,  Liston,  Cooper,  Velpeau,  and  Castle. 

On  Physiology — Carpenter,  Oliver,  Muller,  and  Dunglison. 

On  Pathology—  Gross,  Chomel.  Gallup,  and  Watson. 

On  Muteiia  Medico— Kott,  and  Pereira.Wood  and  Bache. 

On  Auscultation  and  Percussion—  Lsennec,  Williams,  Gerhard,  Bowditch,  and  Watson. 

On  Th'0)~y  and  Practice — Watson,  Mackintosh,  Klliotson  and  Stewartson,Kost,  Mattson, 
Howard,  Worthy,  Comfort,  Smith,  Curtis,  and  Thomson. 

On  the  Institutes  of  Medicine — Gallup  and  Curtis. 

On  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  Children— Churchill,  Eberle,  Chailly, 
Maygrier,  Velpeau,  Beach,  and  Curtis. 

On' Medical  Jurisprudence — Beck  and  Williams. 

On  Chemistry — Gray,  Silliman,  and  Turner. 

On  Botany — Eaton,  Bigelow,  Gray,  and  Wood. 
The  following  are  the  members  of  the  Faculty: — 

C.  Newton,  M.  I).,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

I.  M.  Comings,  M   D.,  Professor  of  Iheory  and  Practice,  and  Obstetrics. 

J.  M.  Buzz  ell,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery. 

J.  Kost,  M.  I).,  Pioftssor  of  Materia  Medic  a  and  Botany. 

E.  M.  Parr itt,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

The  present  Course  of  Lectures  commenced  on  the  first  Thursday  in  March,  1849,-  and 
will  continue  fourteen  weeks.  The  fee  for  a  full  Course  is  $00,  in  advance,  with  a  matricu- 
lation fee  of  $3.  Of  those  who  have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges, 
$10  only  are  required.  Graduates  will  be  charged,  in  addition,  §25  for  a  Diploma.  Good 
board  can  be  had  for  $2,25  per  week. 

The  text-books  recommended  are  consulted  eclecticnlly ; — authoritatively,  indeed,  so 
far  as  they  are  descriptive  of  actual  conditions,  as  in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 
the  like  ;  hut  otherwise  with  careful  discrimination, — the  fundamental  peculiarity  of  what  is 
taught  in  this  Institution  being,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  employing  poisons  of  any  kind 
as  medicinal  agents  ;  and  that  the  object,  in  exhibiting  any  remedy,  should  be  to  sustain, 
and  not  to  depress  the  vital  powers. 

Quite  extensive  accessions  have,  of  late,  been  made  to  the  Anatomical  and  Chemical  Ap- 
paratus, Library,  &c.  The  Faculty  of  the  Institution  now  constitute  a  full  and  eminently 
able  Board  of  Instruction  j  and  the  facilities  to  be  enjoyed  by  students  are,  in  every  way, 
ample.  Dissections,  surgical  operations,  illustrations,  and  experiments,  are  conducted  in 
the  most  advantageous  and  instructive  manner. 

During  the  past  year  several  valuable  specimens  of  Morbid  Anatomy  have  been  added 
to  the  Anatomical  Cabinet,  as  donations  from  friends  of  the  Institution.  Other  like  favors, 
and  any  such  preparations  as  are  adapted  to  faciltate  illustrative  teaching,  in  any  of  the 
departments,  are  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicited.  C.  NEVVTON,"i)ca». 

The  New  England  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 

*  Is  published  on  the  1st  and  16th  of  every  month,  by  C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  at  No.  1, 
eorner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets,  Worcester,  Mass.  Each  number  contains  six- 
teen pages  octavo,  with  a  double  cover,  and  the  numbers  of  one  year  constitute  a 
volume.  Terms, — to  subscribers  paying  in  advance,  $1,00  per  year.  Those  delay- 
ing payment  three  months,  will  be  charged  $1,25  ;  and  those  delaying  six  months, 
$1,50.  As  the  price,  in  comparison  to  the  amount  of  matter  afforded,  is  exceeding- 
ly low,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  advance  payment  be  insisted  on,  or  that  a  fair  equiv- 
alent for  delay  be  required.  The  paper  has  received  numerous  testimonials  of  high 
approbation,  and  has  now  obtained  an  extensive  circulation,  not  only  in  New  Eng- 
land, but  also  in  the  South  and  the  West.  It  is  designed  for  domestic  as  well  as 
professional  use,  and  should  be  in  every  family .  All  remittances  and  commu- 
nications pertaining  to  it,  should  be  directed,  post  paid,  to  the  Editor.  Any  person 
forwarding,  post  paid,  the  names  of  four  subscribers.,  and  remitting  $4,  shall  re 
<&eive  a  fifth  copy  gratis. 


This  Sheet  is  subject  to  Newspaper  Postage  only* 
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NOTICES. 

Cancers  Cured, 

BY    MEANS    HERETOFORE    UNKNOWN. 

The  subscriber  is  now  prepared  to  announce,  that  he  has  in  his  possession  the 
means  of  removing  Cancers, — not  only  without  the  aid  of  the  knife,  but  ordinarily 
without  the  use  of  escharotics,  and  also  without  extraction  in  any  form.  The  sys- 
tem of  operation  is  based  on  the  leading  principles  of  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M.  D., — 
that  the  human  organization  is  a  sort  of  galvanic  battery,  the  nerves  of  which  are 
the  conductors,  and  the  nervo-vital  fluid  is  the  electric  fluid  of  the  battery.  The 
system  supposes,  that,  by  a  proper  increase  and  direction  of  electric  power,  the  vital 
energies  can  be  so  augmented,  as  effectually  to  destroy,  and,  by  means  of  the  ab- 
sorbents, eradicate  from  the  body  the  cancerous  growth.  Occasionally,  however, 
when  extirpation  by  the  knife  has  been  attempted,  the  use  of  vegetable  caustics,  to 
some  extent,  is  required.  By  this  system,  internal  Cancers,  located  on  some  one  or 
the  abdominal  viscera,  where  they  can  not  be  reached  by  caustics,  can  be  destroyed. 

As  some  evidence  that  the  statements  here  made  are  not  a  humbug,  like  the  ten 
thousand  and  one  advertisements  of  the  present  day,  the  subscriber  is  not  only  rea- 
dy to  explain  his  theory  to  those  who  candidly  wish  to  inform  themselves,  but  wil- 
ling to  undertake  the  treatment  of  any  Cancer,  where  the  circumstances  are  ordi- 
narily hopeful,  with  the  distinct  agreement,  that,  without  a  cure,  there  shall  be  no 
charge.  C.  NEWTON,  M.  D. 

I>r.  I.  Jacof>§'  Fills. 

Lobelia  Extract  Pills. — These  Pills  are  prepared  from  the  juice  of  the  green 
herb,  and  evaporated  to  the  consistency  of  a  pill  mass,  at  a  temperature  of  about  93 
degrees  Fahr.  This  is  an  admirable  mode  cf  administering  lobelia,  and  considered 
preferable,  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  to  all  others.  The  Pills  are  used,  in  many 
cases,  where  vomiting  is  not  considered  necesssary,  and  their  operation  is  highly 
salutary.     Price  $1,00  per  box,  accompanied  icith  full  directiones. 

Bones et  Extract  Pitts,  designed  for  biliary  derangement,  useful  in  dyspepsia, 
morbid  state  of  the  liver,  jaundice,  &c.  Good  also  in  scrofula,  and  consumption. 
Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

Clover  Extract  Pills,  for  purifying  the  blood  and  strengthening  the  system ;  a  val- 
uable remedy,  also,  in  debility,  nervous  affections,  and  female  complaints  gener- 
ally.    Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

The  proprietor  offers  these  medicines  to  the  Profession,  with  full  confidence,  that 
they  will  meet  the  highest  expectations. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  by  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE,  79  and  SI  Blackstone 
Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Tf&omsoiiiaii  Infirmary  and  Medicine  Store. 

Dr.  WILLIAM  CLARK  may  be  consulted  at  his  Infirmary,  Kos.  80  and  82, 
Carver  Street,  Boston, 


NOTICES. 

The  Magnetic  Remedies  of  the  late  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M.  D- 

These  remarkable  remedies,  consisting  of  a  preparation  of  magnetized  CHLOEIDE  OF 
GOLD,  compounded  with  various  other  materials  with  great  care,  and  by  a  laborious  pro- 
cess, and  of  a  BITUMINOUS  PLASTEE,  have  been  tested,  by  an  extensive  practice  of 
twenty  five  years  continuance,  and  may  now  justly  be  considered  as  more  successful  than 
any  other  known  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  CONSUMPTION,  in  all  its  early  stages,  and 
in  all  TUBEECULOUS  or  SCEOFULOUS  DISEASES.  For  this  class  of  complaints,  they 
are  now  extensively  adopted  by  physicians  in  their  own  practice,  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  They  are  prepared  by  us,  under  the  direction  of  the  Executrix  of  the  late  Dr. 
Sherwood,  to  whom,  by  his  will,  his  medical  recipes  are  intrusted,  in  the  same  manner,  in 
all  respects,  as  heretofore,  and  are  always  accompanied  by  Dr.  Sherwood's  valuable  medi- 
cal treatise  upon  the  motive  power  of  the  Human  System, — a  work  which  was  the  result 
of  many  years  of  labor  and  research,  and  which  shows,  in  the  clearest  manner,  the  princi- 
ples upon  which  the  operation  of  his  remedies  is  founded,  and  their  mode  of  cure.  Both 
the  Treatise  and  the  Eemedies  are  so  arranged,  that  they  can  be  sent  by  mail  at  a  trifling 
expense  to  anv  part  of  the  Union.  All  orders  or  communications  for  medical  advice  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Subscribers,  ,H.  H.  SHEEWOOD'S  SUCCESSOES, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 

Sherwood's  Vibrating  P*f  agnetic  Machines. 

By  recent  improvements  in  these  machines,  their  power  is  doubled  in  cases  of  the  same 
size,  and  the  prices  reduced  to  $10,  $12  and  S14  each  ;  the  $10  size  being  greatly  superior 
to  the  $12  sizes  of  other  machines.  They  have  now  more  power,  and  run  with  more 
smoothness,  and  are  better  adapted  for  magnetizing  patients,  than  any  others  in  use. 
Each  case  is  accompanied  with  a  MANUAL,  (11th  edition,  pp.  400,  32mo,)  in  the  English 
or  French  language,  according  to  order,  which  contains  clear  and  minute  directions  for 
the  proper  use  of  the  instrument  in  the  various  diseases  to  which  it  is  applicable,  which 
are  found  to  include  many  of  the  most  peculiar  and  obstinate  that  are  known  to  the  medi- 
cal profession.  The  Manual  also  contains  a  synopsis  of  the  different  systems  of  medical 
practice,  Allopathic,  Homcepathic,  and  Magnopathic  with  a  full  glossary. 

Physicians  and  others  are  cautioned  against  purchasing  the  imitations  of  these  machines , 
as  they  will  be  found  of  comparatively  little  value.  No  premium  has  ever  been  obtained 
over  our  Magnetic  Machines  at  the  American  or  any  other  Institute,  as  is  represented  by 
the  manufacturers  of  inferior  machines.  H.  H.  SHEEWOOD'S  SUCCESSOES, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 


T.  DICKENS,  M.  D., 

msonian  Botanic  Physician  & 

BOTANIC  MEDICINES  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL. 

Residence — Charter  Street,  two  doors  from  State   Street,  opposite  the  Post  Office, 

JYewburyport,  Mass. 


M&5     1V-BL.     ^.? 

Barnesville,  Pike  Co.,   Ga., 

Offers  his  professional  services  to  the  citizens  of  Pike,  and  will  keep  con- 
stantly on  hand  Larrabee's  Botanic  Medicines  and  the  various  compounds,  to  retail 
to  the  afflicted. 


NOTICES. 

Dr.  E,  J.  Mattocks'  Buena  Vista  Pills. 

Purely     Vegetable. 

In  offering  this  medicine  to  the  public,  we  introduce  the  most  mild,  easy,  and  certain  ca- 
thartic ever  known  ;  not  the  least  griping  or  drastic  effects  attending  their  operation.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  cure  every  form  of  disease  with  these  pills,  neither  do  we  expect  to  raise 
the  dead,  or  kill  the  living ;  but  we  do  know  that  these  pills  will  cure  diseases  of  the  liver, 
in  any  form  ;  such  as  acute  or  chronic  inflammation,  jaundice  in  its  worst  stages,  dyspep- 
sia, constipated  bowels,  headache,  heartburn,  flatulency,  and  in  fevers  they  are  the  only  med- 
icine needed.  They  will  break  the  most  malignant  type,  if  taken  in  its  first  stage,  accor- 
ding to  the  directions  accompanying  each  box:  they  will  also  remove  all  female  obstruc- 
tions immediately;  and  in  rheumatism  and  gout  they  are  an  infalible  remedy  if  persevered 
in.  In  all  affections  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  organs,  we  can  recommend  them  as  a  per- 
fectly safe  and  efficacious  remedy — gravel,  chronic  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  or  bladder 
stricture  can  be  cured  in  a  short  time  with  these  pills.  As  a  general  cathartic,  they  are 
the  best  ever  offered  to  the  public,  because  they  strengthen  the  bowels,  and  leave  the  sys- 
tem in  a  healthy  state,  operating  without  the  least  griping  or  pain. 

Manufactured  and  sold  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  proprietor,  Dr.  E.  J.  MATTOCKS, 
at  his  Medical  Dispensary,  No.  24  Fifth  Street,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  sold  bv  agents  throughout 
the  United  States. 

United  States  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Depot, 

108  John  Street,  New   York. 

THIS  Establishment,  by  far  the  largest  and  most  extensive  in  this  Country,  and  proba 
bly,  in  the  world,  possesses  advantages  in  variety,  and  extensiveness  of  stock,  peculiar  to 
itself  and  difficult  to  be  found  elsewhere.  The  long  established,  and  continually  increas- 
ing trade  from  all  parts  of  the  continent,  constantly  centering  to  it,  has  given  it  a  charac- 
ter well  worth  the  name  it  bears  ;  and  the  superior  quality  and  purity  of  the  articles  fur- 
nished here,  make  that  character  envied  and  enviable. 

The  Proprietor  has,  for  above  twenty  years,  devoted  his  unremitted  personal  attention 
to  this  business,  and  customers  ordering  Herbs,  Extracts  or  Medicines,  may  rely  that  he 
will  never  suffer  the  reputation  of  this  Establishment  to  be  compromised,  by  impure, 
damaged,  spurious  or  adulterated  articles  being  put  up  in  it,  or  sent  therefrom  ;  and  those 
who  know  him  will  feel  a  perfect  assurance,  that  he  needs  no  instruction  in  pulverizing  his 
articles  without  injuring  their  medical  qualities. 

Every  variety  of  Herbs,  Roots,  Barks,  Extracts,  Ointments,  and  Compounds,  recom- 
mended by  the  various  Botanical  authors  of  our  Country,  constantly  kept  on  hand,  in 
large  quantities,  ready  for  shipment  at  the  shortest  notice. 

Catalogues,  containing  a  complete  list  of  his  vast  stock  of  Botanic  Simples  and 
Compounds,  Gums,  Essential  Oils,  Distilled  Waters,  Syringes,  Surgical  Instruments, 
Glass  Ware,  Medical  Works,  and  Miscellaneous  Articles,  will  be  furnished  gratis,  to  all 
post-paid  applications.  H.  WINCHESTER. 

108  John  Street,  New  Tobk. 

Eledical    Education. 

In  compliance  with  the  solicitations  of  several  friends,  the  undersigned  has  consented 
to  instruct  a  few  young  men,  in  the  various  branches  connected  with  a  liberal  Medical  Edu- 
cation, including  Botany.  He  now  has  a  class  of  five  young  men,  and  is  willing  to  add  a 
few  more  to  this  number.  He,  therefore,  offers  his  services  to  those  who  may  wish  a 
thorough  Medical  Education. 

In  reference  to  his  facilities  and  qualifications,  he  would  simply  state,  he  is  a  graduate 
of  both  Allopathic  and  Botanic  Schools,  has  an  extensive  Library  of  choice  Authors,  both 
Ancient  and  Modern,  a  set  of  full  length  Colored  Anatomical  Plates,  Diagrams,  &c.  wet 
and  dry  Specimens,  Surgical  Apparatus,  Obstetrical  Manikins,  and  Dissecting  Facilities,  to 
any  amount. 

In  addition,  he  enjoys  an  extensive  Clinical  Practice,  with  frequent  Surgical  Cases,  from 
which  his  students  will  be  supplied  with  any  number  of  patients,  to  be  attended  under  his 
supervision;  thus  qualifying  his  pupils  for  practice,  before  they  enter  on  the  responsible 
duties  of  their  profession. 

Persons  desiring  further  information  will  please  address,  postpaid, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  July,  1548.  CHARLES  J.  KENWOP.THY,  M.  D. 
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Mattson's  American  Vegetable  Practice,  or  Family  Guide. 

Second  Edition,  Revised,  with  Important  Additions. 

I.  Anatomy,  with  a  Steel  Engraving  of  the  Human  Skeleton,  back  and  front 
view,  and  a  number  of  Wood  Illustrations. 

II.  The  Old  School  Practice. 

III.  Vegetable  Materia  Medica,  with  twenty-four  beautifully  colored  Illustrations, 

IV.  Compounds. 

V.  Bescription  of  Biseases,  Treatment,  &c. 

VI.  Guide  for  Women,  or  Simplified  Treatise  of  Child  Birth;  Bescription  of 
Biseases  of  Females  and  Infants,  &c. 

It  is  generally  conceded,  that  there  is  no  better  Botanic  Work  than  this  for  fami- 
lies. Every  Botanic  Physician  also  should  have  a  copy  of  it  in  his  library.  It  has 
received  great  favor  in  England,  and  is  publicly  announced  there,  by  some  of  the 
educated  and  prominent  Physicians,  as  their  Guide  of  Practice. 

For  sale  by 

WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 
the  Publisher  and  Proprietor,  at  the  New  England  Botanic  Bepot,  rear  of  47,  Hano- 
ver Street,  Boston,  Mass.     Also  an  extensive  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines,  and 
every  thing  that  appertains  to  an  establishment  of  the  kind,  very  low,  for  cash  o? 
approved  credit. 


NOTICE. 

laboratory  ©f  Thomsoniaii  IBotaiaic  Medicine, 

No.  20,  South  Calvert  St Baltimore. 

THE  first  mill  erected  in  the  United  States  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing 
Tlionisonian  Botanic  Medicines. 

The  subscriber  has  the  largest  and  most  complete  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines 
in  the  United  States,  comprising  all  the  various  Compounds  and  other  articles  re- 
commended by  Dr.  S.  Thomson,  besides  an  extensive  variety  of  other  approved 
Botanic  Medicines.  Having  erected  his  Steam  Mills  expressly  for  the  above  Medi- 
cines, he  is  enabled  to  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  and  warrants  his  Medicines 
to  be  genuine  and  pure,  prepared  in  the  best  manner,  and 'clear  of  any  deleterious  or 
poisonous  qualities,  as  he  does  not  admit  any  thing  of  that  nature  about  his  establish- 
ment. 

An  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years,  in  the  practice,  preparation,  and  com- 
pounding of  Botanic  Medicines,  from  the  very  best  and  purest  materials  in  the  mar- 
ket, has  afforded  him  just  grounds  to  flatter  himself,  that  his  Medicines,  after  a  fair 
trial,  will  compete  with  any  which  may  be  offered  to  the  friends  of  the  Botanic 
cause,  within  the  whole  range  of  our  country. 

!5P  It  is  of  great  importance,  that  Practitioners,  and  others,  using  Botanic  Medi- 
cines, should  be  apprised,  that  all  the  articles  manufactured  at  his  establishment  are 
pulverized, — not  ground, — between  an  upper  and  nether  mill-stone ;  as  the  latter 
process  heats,  and  consequently  injures,  if  it  does  not  destroy  the  medical  virtues  of 
all  articles  submitted  to  such  an  operation. 

On  hand  all  the  various  Medical  Works  on  the  Botanic  System,  together  with  a 
general  assortment  of  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  and  all  the  articles  connected  with  the 
business.  Those  wishing  pure  Medicines  can  be  supplied  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms  by  EPH'M.  LARRABEE. 

May,  1847. 


The  proprietor  of  the  NEW  ENGLAND  THOMSONIAN  DEPOT,  having  changed  his 
purpose,  does  not  offer  his  stock  &c.  for  sale,  but  will  continue  the  business  as  heretofore. 
He  offers  a  good  assortment  of  Medicines,  and  at  low  prices. 

Boston,  March  9,  1S49.  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE. 


.,  jPliysieian, 

No.  102,  Court  Street boston. 

House,  No.  42,  Poplar  Street.     Calls  in  the  city  and  country  attended  to. 

idF*  Botanic  Medicines,  wholesale  and  retail. 


NOTICES. 

Wilson's  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Laboratory, 

No.  18,  Central  Street Boston,  Mass. 

E^3  The  subscribers  would  respectfully  inform  the  public,  that  they  have  recently 
opened  the  above  establishment,  where  may  be  found  an  extensive  assortment  of  Bo- 
tanic and  Thomsonian  Medicines,  Shaker  Herbs,  Extracts,  Oils,  &c.  Syringes  of 
all  kinds,  and  all  the  different  Medical  Works  upon  the  reformed  system  of  practice 
published  in  the  United  Stater  ;  also,  Brandy,  Wines,  and  other  liquors  of  the  choic- 
est brands,  for  medicinal  purposes  only. 

Having  made  arrangements  to  obtain  all  articles,  that  are  indigenous  to  this  coun- 
try, directly  from  those  parts  where  they  are  grown,  and  found  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance and  perfection,  they  are  prepared  to  supply  Wholesale  Dealers,  Practitioners, 
and  others,  with  medicines  of  superior  quality,  at  prices  as  low  as  they  are  sold  at  any 
similar  establishment  in  the  country.  The  utmost  care  will  be  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  Compounds.  Medicines  neatly  put  up  in  small  packages,  and  labelled  with 
full  directions  for  family  use,  if  required,  and  safely  packed  for  any  climate. 

Orders,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  from  the  most  distant  sections  of  the  country, 
promptly  and  faithfully  attended  to.  B.  OSGOOD  WILSON, 

G.  CARLOS  WILSON. 

Br,  Skinner's  Clarified  Oil  of  Ccd-Fish  Liver, 

For  the  cure  of  Consumption,  Scrofula,  Rheumatism,  &c.  The  medicinal  vir- 
tues of  this  valuable  Oil  are  truly  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  age.  Con- 
sumption and  Scrofula  will  yield  to  its  influence  in  nine  cases  out  of  every  ten. 

Sold  by  Dr.  S.  at  his  office,  60  ]  -2  Cornhill  (up  stairs)  Boston,  wholesale  and  retail. 
Large  bottles  75  cents — small  ones  37  1-2  cents.  Descriptive  pamphlets  and  cases 
of  cures,  in  this  city  and  in  the  country,  to  be  had  gratis  at  this  office.  The  Oil  is 
recommended  and  approved  by  most  of  the  physicians  of  Boston. 

Druggists  and  the  Profession  supplied  at  the  usual  discount. 

r¥ew  "Fork  State  Tbomsonian  and  Botanic  Hepot. 
NO.  49  WASHINGTON  STREET,  ALBANY. 

Dr.  A.  MOSHER,  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Med- 
icines, Shaker  Herbs,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Extracts,  Ointments, 
Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually  kept  in  Bo- 
tanic Stores. 

Also,  Family  Medicines,  of  all  kinds,  put  up  in  packages,  with  directions  for  fam- 
ily use ;  together  with 

3Toshe7',s  Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,   Yellow  Doclu  and  Wild 

Cherry, 
a  new,  and  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  the  removal  and  permanent  cure  of  diseases 
arising  from  an  impure  state  of  the  blood. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  subscribers,  No.  49,  Washing- 
ton Street,  Albany,  and  also  by  their  authorized  agents,  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. 

A.  MOSHER  &  CO. 

The  above  Compounds  may  be  had  at  the  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets, 
Worcester,  Mass. 


NOTICES. 

Worcester  Uledical  Institution. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY,  &c. 

The  course  of  study  required  by  this  Institution  is  intended  to  occupy  three  full  years  5 
and  candidates  for  the  regular  degree  of  M.  D.  must  have  attended  two  full  Courses  of  Medi- 
cal Lectures  in  some  established  Medical  College,  one  of  which  must  have  been  in  this-Insti- 
tution.  They  must  present  satisfactory  testimonials  of  good  moral  character ;  must  have 
a  competent  literary  education  ;  and  must  well  sustain  an  examination  in  the  various 
branches  of  medical  study,  as  contained  in  our  Course  of  Lectures,  and  in  the  text-books 
which  we  recommend,  or  equivalents. 

The  following  are  the  principal  authors  recommended  : — 

Oft  Anatomy — Wilson,  Quain,  Wistar,  Paxton,  and  Harrison. 

On  Surgery— -Pancoast,  Druitt,  Liston,  Cooper,  Velpeau,  and  Castle. 

On  Physiology — Carpenter,  Oliver,  Muller,  and  Dunglison. 

On  Pathology*—  Gross,  Chomel.  Gallup,  and  Watson. 

On  Materia  Medica — Kost,  and  Pereira,Wood  and  Bache. 

On  Auscultation  and  Percussion — Lajnnec,  Williams,  Gerhard,  Bowditch,  and  Watson. 

On  Theory  and  Practice — Watson,  Mackintosh,  Elliotson  and  Stewartson,Kost,  Mattson, 
Howard,  Worthy,  Comfort,  Smith,  Curtis,  and  Thomson. 

On  the  Institutes  of  Medicine — Gallup  and  Curtis. 

On  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  Children — Churchill,  Eberle,  Chailly, 
Maygrier,  Velpeau,  Beach,  and  Curtis. 

On  Medical  Jurisprudence — Beck  and  Williams. 

On  Chemistry — Gray,  Silliman,  and  Turner. 

On  Botany — Eaton,  Bigelow,  Gray,  and  Wood. 
The  following  are  the  members  of  the  Faculty : — 

C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and,  Pathology. 

I.  M.  Comings,  M.  D.,  Prof  ess  or  of  Theory  and  Practice,  and  Obstetrics. 

J.  Kost,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany. 

E.  M.  Parritt,  A.  M.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Walter  Burnham,  M,  D.,  Professor  of  Jlnatomy  and  Surgery. 

The  present  Course  of  Lectures  commenced  on  the  first  Thursday  in  March,  1849,  and 
will  continue  fourteen  weeks.  The  fee  for  a  full  Course  is  $50,  in  advance,  with  a  matricu- 
lation fee  of  $3.  Of  those  who  have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges, 
§10  only  are  required.  Graduates  will  be  charged,  in  addition,  $25  for  a  Diploma.  Good 
board  can  be  had  for  $2,25  per  week. 

The  text-books  recommended  are  consulted  ecleciically  j — authoritatively,  indeed,  so 
far  as  they  are  descriptive  of  actual  conditions,  as  in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 
the  like  ;  but  otherwise  with  careful  discrimination, — the  fundamental  peculiarity  of  what  is 
taught  in  this  Institution  being,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  employing  poisons  of  any  kind 
as  medicinal  agents  ;  and  that  the  object,  in  exhibiting  any  remedy,  should  be  to  sustain, 
and  not  to  depress  the  vital  powers. 

Quite  extensive  accessions  have,  of  late,  been  made  to  the  Anatomical  and  Chemical  Ap- 
paratus, Library,  &c.  The  Faculty  of  the  Institution  now  constitute  a  full  and  eminently 
able  Board  of  Instruction  ;  and  the  facilities  to  be  enjoyed  by  students  are,  in  every  way, 
ample.  Dissections,  surgical  operations,  illustrations,  and  experiments,  are  conducted  in 
the  most  advantageous  and  instructive  manner. 

During  the  past  year  several  valuable  specimens  of  Morbid  Anatomy  have  been  added 
to  the  Anatomical  Cabinet,  as  donations  from  friends  of  the  Institution.  Other  like  favoi's, 
and  any  such  preparations  as  are  adapted  to  faciltate  illustrative  teaching,  in  any  of  the 
departments,  are  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicited.  C.  NEWTON,  Dean. 

The  New  England  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 

Is  published  on  the  1st  and  16th  of  every  month,  by  C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  at  No.  1, 
corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets,  Worcester,  Mass.  Each  number  contains  six- 
teen pages  octavo,  with  a  double  cover,  and  the  numbers  of  one  year  constitute  a 
volume.  Terms, — to  subscribers  paying  in  advance,  $1,00  per  year.  Those  delay- 
ing payment  three  months,  will  be  charged  $1,25  ;  and  those  delaying  six  months, 
$1,50.  As  the  price,  in  comparison  to  the  amount  of  matter  afforded,  is  exceeding- 
ly low,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  advance  payment  be  insisted  on,  or  that  a  fair  equiv- 
alent for  delay  be  required.  The  paper  has  received  numerous  testimonials  of  high 
approbation,  and  has  now  obtained  an  extensive  circulation,  not  only  in  New  Eng- 
land, but  also  in  the  South  and  the  West.  It  is  designed  for  domestic  as  well  as 
professional  use,  and  should  be  in  every  family .  All  remittances  and  commu- 
nications pertaining  to  it,  should  be  directed,  post  paid,  to  the  Editor.  Any  person 
forwarding,  post  paid,  the  names  of  four  subscribers,  and  remitting  $4,  shall  re 
ceive  a  fifth  copy  gratis. 


TMs  Sheet  is  subject  to  Newspaper  Postage  only* 
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NOTICES. 

Cancers  Cured, 

BY    MEANS    HERETOFORE    UNKNOWN. 

The  subscriber  is  now  prepared  to  announce,  that  he  has  in  his  possession  the 
means  of  removing  Cancers, — not  only  without  the  aid  of  the  knife,  but  ordinarily 
without  the  use  of  escharotics,  and  also  without  extraction  in  any  form.  The  sys- 
tem of  operation  is  based  on  the  leading  principles  of  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M.  D., — 
that  the  human  organization  is  a  sort  of  galvanic  battery,  the  nerves  of  which  are 
the  conductors,  and  the  nervo- vital  fluid  is  the  electric  fluid  of  the  battery.  The 
system  supposes,  that,  by  a  proper  increase  and  direction  of  electric  power,  the  vital 
energies  can  be  so  augmented,  as  effectually  to  destroy,  and,  by  means  of  the  ab- 
sorbents, eradicate  from  the  body  the  cancerous  growth.  Occasionally,  however, 
when  extirpation  by  the  knife  has  been  attempted,  the  use  of  vegetable  caustics,  to 
some  extent,  is  required.  By  this  system,  internal  Cancers,  located  on  some  one  ci 
the  abdominal  viscera,  where  they  can  not  be  reached  by  caustics,  can  be  destroyed. 

As  some  evidence  that  the  statements  here  made  are  not  a  humbug,  like  the  ten 
thousand  and  one  advertisements  of  the  present  day,  the  subscriber  is  not  only  rea- 
dy to  explain  his  theory  to  those  who  candidly  wish  to  inform  themselves,  but  wil- 
ling to  undertake  the  treatment  of  any  Cancer,  where  the  circumstances  are  ordi- 
narily hopeful,  with  the  distinct  agreement,  that,  without  a  cure,  there  shall  be  no 
charge.  C.  NEWTON,  M.  D. 


Lobelia  Extract  Pills, — These  Pills  are  prepared  from  the  juice  of  the  green 
herb,  and  evaporated  to  the  consistency  of  a  pill  mass,  at  a  temperature  of  about  98 
degrees  Fahr.  This  is  an  admirable  mode  of  administering  lobelia,  and  considered 
preferable,  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  to  all  others.  The  Pills  are  used,  in  many 
cases,  where  vomiting  is  not  considered  necesssary,  and  their  operation  is  higkly 
salutary.     Price  $1,00  per  box,  accompanied  with  full  directiones. 

Boneset  Extract  Pills,  designed  for  biliary  derangement,  useful  in  dyspepsia, 
morbid  state  of  the  liver,  jaundice,  &c.  Good  also  in  scrofula,  and  consumption. 
Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

Clover  Extract  Pills,  for  purifying  the  blood  and  strengthening  the  system ;  a  val- 
uable remedy,  also,  in  debility,  nervous  affections,  and  female  complaints  gener- 
ally.    Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

The  proprietor  offers  these  medicines  to  the  Profession,  with  full  confidence,  that 
they  will  meet  the  highest  expectations. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  by  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE,  79  and  81  Blackstone 
Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Ttiomsoniaii  IsiUnnary  and  Medicine  §tore. 

Dr.  WILLIAM  CLARK  may  be  consulted  at  his  Infirmary,  Kos.  80  and  82, 
Carver  Street^  Boston, 


NOTICES. 

The  Magnetic  Remedies  of  the  late  H-  H-  Sherwood,  M-  D- 

These  remarkable  remedies,  consisting  of  a  preparation  of  magnetized  CHLORIDE  OF 
GOLD,  compounded  with  various  other  materials  with  great  care,  and  by  a  laborious  pro- 
cess, and  of  a  BITUMINOUS  PLASTER,  have  been  tested,  by  an  extensive  practice  of 
twenty  five  years  continuance,  and  may  now  justly  be  considered  as  more  successful  than  r 
any  other  known  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  CONSUMPTION,  in  all  its  early  stages,  and  h, 
in  all  TUBERCULOUS  or  SCROFULOUS  DISEASES.    For  this  class  of  complaints,  they  t 
are  now  extensively  adopted  by  physicians  in  their  own  practice,  in  various  parts  of  the  j 
country.     They  are  prepared  by  us,  under  the  direction  of  the  Executrix  of  the  late  Dr.  -, 
Sherwood,  to  whom,  by  his  will,  his  medical  recipes  are  intrusted,  in  the  same  manner,  in  j 
all  respects,  as  heretofore,  and  are  always  accompanied  by  Dr.  Sherwood's  valuable  medi-  , 
cal  treatise  upon  the  motive  power  of  the  Human  System, — a  work  which  was  the  result  . 
of  many  years  of  labor  and  research,  and  which  shows,  in  the  clearest  manner,  the  princi    \ 
pies  upon  which  the  operation  of  his  remedies  is  founded,  and  their  mode  of  cure.     Both  - 
the  Treatise  and  the  Remedies  are  so  arranged,  that  they  can  be  sent  by  mail  at  a  trifling  . 
expense  to  any  part  of  the  Union.     All  orders  or  communications  for  medical  advice  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Subscribers,  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 

Sherwood's  Vibrating  Magnetic  Machines. 

By  recent  improvements  in  these  machines,  their  power  is  doubled  in  cases  of  the  same 
size,  and  the  prices  reduced  to  $10,  $12  and  S14  each ;  the  $10  size  being  greatly  superior 
to  the  $12  sizes  of  other  machines.  They  have  now  more  power,  and  run  with  more 
smoothness,  and  are  better  adapted  for  magnetizing  patients,  than  any  others  in  use. 
Each  case  is  accompanied  with  a  MANUAL,  (11th  edition,  pp.  400,  32mo,)  in  the  English 
or  French  language,  according  to  order,  which  contains  clear  and  minute  directions  for 
the  proper  use  of  the  instrument  in  the  various  diseases  to  which  it  is  applicable,  which 
are  found  to  include  many  of  the  most  peculiar  and  obstinate  that  are  known  to  the  medi- 
cal profession.  The  Manual  also  contains  a  synopsis  of  the  different  systems  of  medical 
practice,  Allopathic,  Homcepathic,  and  Magnopathic  with  a  full  glossary. 

Physicians  and  others  are  cautioned  against  purchasing  the  imitations  of  these  machines, 
as  they  will  be  found  of  comparatively  little  value.  No  premium  has  ever  been  obtained 
over  our  Magnetic  Machines  at  the  American  or  any  other  Institute,  as  is  represented  by 
the  manufacturers  of  inferior  machines.  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 

JOB  T.  DICKENS,  M.  D., 

Thomsonian  Botanic  Physician  &  §xiFgeon. 

BOTANIC  MEDICINES  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL. 
Residence — Charter  Street,  two  doors  from  State  Street,  opposite  the  Post  Office, 

Newburyport,  Mass. 

Win.  A.  Wright,  ML  ®.5 

JBarnesville,  Pike  Co.,  Ga., 

Offers  his  professional  services  to  the  citizens  of  Pike,  and  will  keep  con- 
stantly on  hand  Larrabee's 'Botanic  Medicines  and  the  various  compounds,  to  retail 
to  the  afflicted. 


NOTICES. 

Br.  E.  J.  Mattocks5  Buena  Vista  Pills. 

Purely     Vegetable. 

In  offering  this  medicine  to  the  public,  we  introduce  the  most  mild,  easy,  and  certain  ca- 
thartic ever  known  ;  not  the  least  griping  or  drastic  effects  attending  their  operation.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  cure  every  form  of  disease  with  these  pills,  neither  do  we  expect  to  raise 
the  dead,  or  kill  the  living ;  but  we  do  know  that  these  pills  will  cure  diseases  of  the  liver, 
in  any  form  ;  such  as  acute  or  chronic  inflammation,  jaundice  in  its  worst  stages,  dyspep- 
sia, constipated  bowels,  headache,  heartburn,  flatulency,  and  in  fevers  they  are  the  only  mec- 
icine  needed.  They  will  break  the  most  malignant  type,  if  taken  in  its  first  stage,  accor- 
cting  to  the  directions  accompanying  each  box:  they  will  also  remove  all  female  obstruc- 
tions immediately;  and  in  rheumatism  and  gout  they  are  an  infalible  remedy  if  persevered 
in.  In  all  affections  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  organs,  we  can  recommend  them  as  a  per- 
fectly safe  and  efficacious  remedy — gravel,  chronic  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  or  bladder 
stricture  can  be  cured  in  a  short  "time  with  these  pills.  As  a  general,  cathartic,  they  are 
the  best  ever  offered  to  the  public,  because  they  strengthen  the  bowels  and  leave  the  sys- 
tem in  a  healthy  state,  operating  without  the  least  griping  or  pain. 

Manufactured  and  sold  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  proprietor,  Dr.  E.  J.  MAT  t  OCKS, 
at  his  Medical  Dispensarv,  No.  24  Fifth  Street,  Trov,  X.  Y.,  and  sold  bv  agents  throughout 
the  United  States. 

United  States  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Depot, 

108  John  Street,  New    York. 

THIS  Establishment,  by  far  the  largest  and  most  extensive  in  this  Country,  and  proba 
bly,  in  the  world,  possesses  advantages  in  variety,  and  extensiveness  of  stock,  peculiar  to 
itself  and  difficult  to  be  found  elsewhere.  The  long  established,  and  continually  increas- 
ing trade  from  all  parts  of  the  continent,  constantly  centering  te  it,  has  given  it  a  charac- 
ter well  worth  the  name  it  bears  ;  and  the  superior  quality  and  purity  of  the  articles  fur- 
nished here,  make  that  character  envied  and  enviable. 

The  Proprietor  has,  for  above  twenty  years,  devoted  his  unremitted  personal  attention 
to  this  business,  and  customers  ordering  Herbs,  Extracts  or  Medicines,  may  rely  that  he 
will  never  suffer  the  reputation  of  this  Establishment  to  be  compromised,  by  impure, 
damaged,  spurious  or  adulterated  articles  being  put  up  in  it,  or  sent  therefrom  ;  and  those 
who  know  him  will  feel  a  perfect  assurance,  that  he  needs  no  instruction  in  pulverizing  his 
articles  without  injuring  their  medical  qualities. 

Every  variety  of  Herbs,  Roots,  Barks,  Extracts,  Ointments,  and  Compounds,  recom- 
mended by  the  various  Botanical  authors  of  our  Country,  constantly  kept  on  hand,  in 
large  quantities,  ready  for  shipment  at  the  shortest  notice. 

Catalogues,  containing  a  complete  list  of  his  vast  stock  of  Botanic  Simples  and 
Compounds,  Gums,  Essential  Oils,  Distilled  Waters,  Syringes,  Surgical  Instruments, 
Glass  Ware,  Medical  Works,  and  Miscellaneous  Articles,  will  be  furnished  gratis,  to  all 
post-paid  applications.  H.  WINCHESTER. 

108  Johx  Street,  New  Toex. 

Medical    Education. 

In  compliance  with  the  solicitations  of  several  friends,  the  undersigned  has  consented 
to  instruct  a  few  young  men,  in  the  various  branches  connected  with  a  liberal  Medical  Edu- 
cation, including  Botany.  He  now  has  a  class  of  five  young  men,  and  is  willing  to  add  a 
few  more  to  this  number.  He,  therefore,  offers  his  services  to  those  who  may  wish  a 
thorough  Medical  Education. 

In  reference  to  his  facilities  and  qualifications,  he  would  simply  state,  .he  is  a  graduate 
of  both  Allopathic  and  Botanic  Schools,  has  an  extensive  Library  of  choice  Authors,  both 
Ancient  and  Modern,  a  set  of  full  length  Colored  Anatomical  Plates,  Diagrams,  &c.  wet 
and  dry  Specimens,  Surgical  Apparatus,  Obstetrical  Manikins,  and  Dissecting  Facilities,  to 
any  amount. 

In  addition,  he  enjoys  an  extensive  Clinical  Practice,  with  frequent  Surgical  Cases,  from 
which  his  students  will  be  supplied  with  any  number  of  patients,  to  be  attended  under  his 
supervision;  thus  qualifying  his  pupils  for  practice,  before  they  enter  on  the  responsible 
duties  of  their  profession. 

Persons  desiring  further  information  will  please  address,  post  paid, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  July,  1S4S.  CHARLES  J.  KENWORTHY,  M.  B. 


NOTICES. 


From 
Elijah  Perry, 
J.  B.  Spires, 
A.  Oxner, 
Daniel  W.-Reid, 
L  Prior, 
J.  H.  Sutton, 
Merrick  Sly, 
Albertus  G.  Bliss, 
M.  F.  Bassett, 
Eli  Sprague, 
Daniel  H.  Sheldon, 
William  Summers, 
William  Wright, 
William  F.  Barton, 
James  Bair, 


s  tor  me  Journal,  Vol. -3d. 

Paid  to                    From  Paid  to 

July     16th,  1849.     Steph.  D.  Slayton,    Dec.  16th,  1849. 

Dec.         "         "       j  Adin  H.  Hammond,  "  "  " 

««'            "         "      j  C.  McDonough  "  "  " 

4t       |  R.  A.  Burlingame,  "  "  " 

Virginia  Hodges,  **  "  " 

Amos  Whipple,  "  "  " 

Sarah  Hayden,  "  "  " 

Geo.  W.  Hastings,  "  «  " 

A.  W.  Biakesley,  44    .  4'  k' 

Smith  Bruce,    '  u  44  " 

Joel  Witsel,  4t  *•  " 

D.  H.  Baxter,  41  »«  " 

Samuel  Bair,  *;  4t  " 

Shelton  Oliver,  44  4'  " 

Wm.  B.  Adams,       March  1st,  1850, 


Elattson's  American  Vegetable  Practice,  or  Family  CJnide, 

Second  Edition,  Revised,  with  Important  Additions. 

I.  Anatomy,  with  a  Steel  Engraving  of  the  Human  Skeleton,  back  and  front 
view,  and  a  number  of  Wood  Illustrations. 

II.  The  Old  School  Practice. 

III.  Vegetable  Materia  Medica,  with  twenty-four  beautifully  colored  Illustrations. 

IV.  Compounds. 

V.  Description  of  Diseases,  Treatment,  &c. 

VI.  Guide  for  Women,  or  Simplified  Treatise  of  Child  Birth ;  Description  of 
Diseases  of  Females  and  Infants,  &c. 

It  is  generally  conceded,  that  there  is  no  better  Botanic  Work  than  this  for  fami- 
lies. Every  Botanic  Physician  also  should  have  a  copy  of  it  in  his  library.  It  has 
received  great  favor  in  England,  and  is  publicly  announced  there,  by  some  of  the 
educated  and  prominent  Physicians,  as  their  Guide  of  Practice. 

For  sale  by 

WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 
the  Publisher  and  Proprietor,  at  the  New  England  Botanic  Depot,  rear  of  47,  Hano- 
ver Street,  Boston,  Mass.     Also  an  extensive  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines,  and 
every  thing  that  appertains  to  an  establishment  of  the  kind,  very  low,  for  cash  or 
approved  credit. 


One  of  strict  integrity,  thorough  knowledge  of  theory,  and  of  the  simplest  compounds 
used  in  the  practice,  (and,  if  he  has  experience,  so  much  the  petter,)  who  desires  to  estab- 
lish himself  in  New  York  City,  will  be  found  an  office,  fitted  up  or  furnished,  free  of  cost, 
by  the  undersinged.  Location  good  \  and  1  know  of  no  Botanic  physician  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. He  to  have  his  piactice  to  himself,  and  my  influence  therefor.  I  to  have  his  influence 
for  my  Store,  and  his  instruction  in  making  any  medicines  or  compounds,  in  which  I  might 
need  information.  Mutual  benefit,  our  Motto.  Time,  I  or  more  years,  as  may  be  agreea- 
ble. Object,  to  establish  a  permanent  business.  A  noble  opportunity  for  a  competent 
young  man,  especially  one  of  small  means.  Address,  (post  paid),  with  proper  testimoni- 
als of  capacity)  integrity,  &c,  A.  W.  BLAKESLEY,  care  of  Dr.  Johns,  43  Bowery  New 
York.     Eefereuces 

DR.  JOHNS,  OR  CUBTISS  &  TRALL,  43  Bower g. 


NOTICE. 

laboratory  of  Thomsoiiiait  Hotamic  Medicine, 

No.  20,  South  Calvert  St Baltimore, 

THE  first  mill  erected  in  the  United  States  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing 
Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicines. 

The  subscriber  has  the  largest  and  most  complete  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines 
in  the  United  States,  comprising  all  the  various  Compounds  and  other  articles  re- 
commended by  Dr.  S.  Thomson,  besides  an  extensive  variety  of  other  approved 
Botanic  Medicines.  Having  erected  his  Steam  Mills  expressly  for  the  above  M*  di- 
cines,  he  is  enabled  to  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  and  warrants  his  Medicines 
to  be  genuine  and  pure,  prepared  in  the  best  manner,  and  clear  of  any  deleterious  or 
poisonous  qualities,  as  he  does  not  admit  any  thing  of  that  nature  about  his  establish- 
ment. 

An  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years,  in  the  practice,  preparation,  and  com- 
pounding of  Botanic  Medicines,  from  the  very  best  and  purest  materials  in  the  mar- 
ket, has  afforded  him  just  grounds  to  flatter  himself,  that  his  Medicines,  after  a  fair 
trial,  will  compete  with  any  which  may  be  offered  to  the  friends  of  the  Botanic 
cause,  within  the  whole  range  of  our  country. 

?21P  It  is  of  great  importance,  that  Practitioners,  and  others,  using  Botanic  Medi- 
cines, should  be  apprised,  that  all  the  articles  manufactured  at  his  establishment  are 
pulverized, — not  ground, — between  an  upper  and  nether  mill-stone  ;  as  the  latter 
process  heats,  and  consequently  injures,  if  it  does  not  destroy  the  medical  virtues  of 
all  articles  submitted  to  such  an  operation. 

On  hand  all  the  various  Medical  Works  on  the  Botanic  System,  together  with  a 
general  assortment  of  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  and  all  the  articles  connected  with  the 
business.  Those  wishing  pure  Medicines  can  be  supplied  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms  by  EPH'M.  LARRAEEE. 

May,  1847. 


The  proprietor  of  the  NEW  ENGLAND  THOMSONIAN  DEPOT,  having  changed  hie 
purpose,  does  not  ofter  his  stock  &c.  for  sale,  but  will  continue  the  business  as  heretofore. 
ile  offers  a  good  assortment  of  Medicines,  and  at  low  prices. 

Boston,  March  9,  1S49.  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE. 

J".  Jackson,  M.  D.,  Botanic  Physician, 

No.  102,  Court  Street boston. 

House,  No.  42,  Poplar  Street.     Calls  in  the  city  and  country  attended  to, 
OP  Botanic  Medicines,  wholesale  and  retail. 


NOTICES, 


No.  18,  Central  Street Boston,  Mass. 

t^3  The  subscribers  would  respectfully  inform  the  public,  that  they  have  recently 
opened  the  above  establishment,  where  may  be  found  an  extensive  assortment  of  Bo- 
tanic and  Thomsonian  Medicines,  Shaker  Herbs,  Extracts,  Oils,  &c.  Syringes  of 
all  kinds,  and  all  the  different  Medical  Works  upon  the  reformed  system  of  practice 
published  in  the  United  States ;  also,  Brandy,  Wines,  and  other  liquors  of  the  choic- 
est brands,  for  medicinal  purposes  only. 

Having  made  arrangements  to  obtain  all  articles,  that  are  indigenous  to  this  coun- 
try, directly  from  those  parts  where  they  are  grown,  and  found  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance and  perfection,  they  are  prepared  to  supply  Wholesale  Dealers,  Practitioners, 
and  others,  with  medicines  of  superior  quality,  at  prices  as  low  as  they  are  sold  at  any 
similar  establishment  in  the  country.  The  utmost  care  will  be  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  Compounds.  Medicines  neatly  put  up  in  small  packages,  and  labelled  with 
full  directions  for  family  use,  if  required,  and  safely  packed  for  any  climate. 

Orders,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  from  the  most  distant  sections  of  the  countrv, 
promptly  and  faithfully  attended  to.  B.  OSGOOD  WILSON," 

G.  CARLOS  WILSON. 


Br,  Skinner's.  Clarified  Oil  of  Oo4-Pish  Liver, 

For  the  cure  of  Consumption,  Scrofula,  Rheumatism,  <&c.  The  medicinal  vun 
lues  of  this  valuable  Oil  are  truly  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  age.  Con. 
sumption  and  Scrofula  will  yield  to  its  influence  in  nine  cases  out  of  every  ten. 

Sold  by  Dr.  S.  at  his  office,  60  1-2  Cornhill  (up  stairs)  Boston,  wholesale  and  retail. 
Large  bottles  75  cents — small  ones  37  1-2  cents.  Descriptive  pamphlets  and  cases 
of  cures,  in  this  city  and  in  the  country,  to  be  had  gratis  at  this  office.  The  Oil  is 
recommended  and  approved  by  most  of  the  physicians  of  Boston. 

Druggists  and  the  Profession  supplied  at  the  usual  discount. 

New  York  81  ate  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Wepot* 

NO.  49  WASHINGTON  STREET,  ALBANY. 

Dr.  A.  MOSHER,  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Med- 
icines, Shaker  Herbs,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Extracts,  Ointments, 
Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually  kept  in  Bo- 
tanic Stores.  • 

Also,  Family  Medicines,  of  all  kinds,  put  up  in  packages,  with  directions  for  fam- 
ily use ;  together  with 

3fosherfs  Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,    Yellow  Dock,  mid  Wild 

Cherry , 
a  new,  and  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  the  removal  and  permanent  cure  of  diseases 
arising  from  an  impure  state  of  the  blood. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  subscribers,  No.  49,  Washing- 
ton Street,  Albany,  and  also  by  their  authorized  agents,  in  various  parts  of  the  coun~ 
try. 

A.  MOSHER  &  CO. 

The  above  Compounds  may  be  had  at  the  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets, 
Worcester,  Mass, 


NOTICES. 

Worcester  Medical  Institution. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY,  &c. 

The  course  of  study  required  by  this  Institution  is  intended  to  occupy  three  full  years  ; 
and  candidates  for  the  regular  degree  of  M.  D.  must  have  attended  two  full  Courses  of  Medi- 
cal Lectures  in  some  established  Medical  College,  one  of  which  must  have  been  in  this  Insti- 
tution. They  must  present  satisfactory  testimonials  of  good  moral  character;  must  have 
a  competent  literary  education  j  and  must  well  sustain  an  examination  in  the  various 
branches  of  medical  study,  as  contained  in  our  Course  of  Lectures,  and  irt  the  text-books 
which  we  recommend,  or 'equivalents. 

The  following  are  the  principal  authors  recommended  :-— 

On  Anatomy — Wilson,  Quain,  Wistar,  Paxton,  and  Harrison. 

On  Surgery — Pancoast,  Druitt,  Liston,  Cooper,  Veipeau,  and  Castle. 

On  Physiology — Carpenter,  Oliver,  Muller,  and  Dunglison. 

On  Pathology — Gross,  Chomel.  Gallup,  and  Watson. 

On  Materia  Medica — Kost,  and  Pereira,Wood  and  Bache. 

On  Auscultation  and  Percussion — Lsennec,  Williams,  Gerhard,  Bowditch,  and  Watson. 

On  Theory  and  Practice — Watson,  Mackintosh.  Elliotson  and  Ste\vartson,Kost,  Mattson,. 
Howard,  Worthy,  Comfort,  Smith,  Curtis,  and  Thomson. 

On  the  Institutes  of  Medicine — Gallup  and  Curtis. 

On  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  'peculiar  to  Women  and  Children. — Churchill,  Eberle,  Chailly, 
Maygrier,  Veipeau,  Beach,  and  Curtis. 

On  Medical  Jurisprudence — Beck  and  Williams. 

On  Chemistry — Gray,  Silliman,  and  Turner. 

On  Botany — Eaton,  Bigelow,  Gray,  and  Wood. 
The  following  are  the  members  of  the  Faculty  :— 

C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

I.  M.  Comings,  M.  D.,  Prof  ess  or  of  Theory  and  Practice,  and  Obstetrics. 

J.  Kost,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany. 

E.  M.  Parritt,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and,  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Walter  Burnham,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery. 

The  present  Course  of  Lectures  commenced  on  the  first  Thursday  in  March,  1849,  and 
will  continue  fourteen  weeks.  The  fee  for  a  full  Course  is  $50,  in  advance,  with  a  matricu- 
lation fee  of  $3.  Of  those  who  have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges, 
§10  only  are  required.  Graduates  will  be  charged,  in  addition,  $18  for  a  Diploma.  Good 
board  can  be  had  for  $2,25  per  week. 

The  text-books  recommended  are  consulted  ecleotically  ; — authoritatively,  indeed,  so 
far  as  they  are  descriptive  of  actual  conditions,  as  in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 
the  like  ;  but  otherwise  with  care  fid  discrimination, — the  fundamental  peculiarity  of  what  is 
taught  in  this  Institution  being,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  employing  poisons  of  any  kind 
as  medicinal  agents  5  and  that  the  object,  in  exhibiting  any  remedy,  should  be  to  sustain, 
and  not  to  depress  the  vital  powers. 

Quite  extensive  accessions  have,  of  late,  been  made  to  the  Anatomical  and  Chemical  Ap- 
paratus, Library,  &c.  The  Faculty  of  the  Institution  now  constitute  a  full  and  eminently 
able  Board  of  Instruction  ;  and  the  facilities  to  be  enjoyed  by  students  are,  in  every  way, 
ample.  Dissections,  surgical  operations,  illustrations,  and  experiments,  are  conducted  in 
the  most  advantageous  and  instructive  manner. 

During  the  past  year  several  valuable  specimens  of  Morbid  Anatomy  have  been  added 
to  the  Anatomical  Cabinet,  as  donations  from  friends  of  the  Institution.  Other  like  favors, 
and  any  such  preparations  as  are  adapted  to  faciltate  illustrative  teaching,  in  any  of  the 
departments,  are  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicited.  C.  NEWT ON, 'Dean. 

The  New  England  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 

Is  published  on  the  1st  and  16th  of  every  month,  by  C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  at  No.  I, 
corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets,  Worcester,  Mass.  Each  number  contains  six- 
teen pages  octavo,  with  a  double  cover,  and  the  numbers  of  one  year  constitute  a 
volume.  Terms, — to  subscribers  paying  in  advance,  $1,00  per  year.  Those  delay- 
ing payment  three  months,  will  be  charged  $1,25  ;  and  those  delaying  six  months, 
$1,50.  As  the  price,  in  comparison  to  the  amount  of  matter  afforded,  is  exceeding- 
ly low,  it  is  hut  reasonable  that  advance  payment  be  insisted  on,  or  that  a  fair  equiv- 
alent for  delay  be  required.  The  paper  has  received  numerous  testimonials  of  high 
approbation,  and  has  now  obtained  an  extensive  circulation,  not  only  in  New  Eng- 
land, but  also  in  the  South  and  the  West.  It  is  designed  for  domestic  as  well  as 
professional  use,  and  should  be  in  every  family .  All  remittances  and  commu- 
nications pertaining  to  it,  should  be  directed,  -post  paid,  to  the  Editor.  Any  person 
forwarding,  post  paid,  the  names  of  four  subscribers,  and  remitting  $4,  shall  re 
ceive  a  fifth  copy  gratis. 


This  Sheet  is  subject  to  Newspaper  Postage  only. 
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NOTICES. 

Cancers  Cured, 

BY    MEANS    HERETOFORE    UNKNOWN. 

The  subscriber  is  now  prepared  to  announce,  that  he  has  in  his  possession  the 
means  of  removing  Cancers, — not  only  without  the  aid  of  the  knife,  but  ordinarily 
without  the  use  of  escharotics,  and  also  without  extraction  in  any  form.  The  sys- 
tem of  operation  is  based  on  the  leading  principles  of  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M.  D., — 
that  the  human  organization  is  a  sort  of  galvanic  battery,  the  nerves  of  which  are 
the  conductors,  and  the  nervo- vital  fluid  is  the  electric  fluid  of  the  battery.  The 
system  supposes,  that,  by  a  proper  increase  and  direction  of  electric  power,  the  vital 
energies  can  be  so  augmented,  as  effectually  to  destroy,  and,  by  means  of  the  ab- 
sorbents, eradicate  from  the  body  the  cancerous  growth.  Occasionally,  however, 
when  extirpation  by  the  knife  has  been  attempted,  the  use  of  vegetable  caustics,  to 
some  extent,  is  required.  By  this  system,  internal  Cancers,  located  on  some  one  or 
the  abdominal  viscera,  where  they  can  not  be  reached  by  caustics,  can  be  destroyed. 

As  some  evidence  that  the  statements  here  made  are  not  a  humbug,  like  the  ten 
thousand  and  one  advertisements  of  the  present  day,  the  subscriber  is  not  only  rea- 
dy to  explain  his  theory  to  those  who  candidly  wish  to  inform  themselves,  but  wil- 
ling to  undertake  the  treatment  of  any  Cancer,  where  the  circumstances  are  ordi- 
narily hopeful,  with  the  distinct  agreement,  that,  without  a  cure,  there  shall  be  no 
charge.  C.  NEWTON,  M.  D. 

Br.  I.  Jaeo1*§9  Fills. 

Lobelia  Extract  Fills. — These  Pills  are  prepared  from  the  juice  of  the  green 
herb,  and  evaporated  to  the  consistency  of  a  pill  mass,  at  a  temperature  of  about  98 
degrees  Fahr. '  This  is  an  admirable  mode  of  administering  lobelia,  and  considered 
preferable,  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  to  all  others.  The  Pills  are  used,  in  many 
cases,  where  vomiting  is  not  considered  necesssary,  and  their  operation  is  highly 
salutary.     Price  $1,00  per  box,  accompanied  with  full  directiones. 

Boneset  Extract  Pills,  designed  for  biliary  derangement,  useful  in  dyspepsia, 
morbid  state  of  the  liver,  jaundice,  &c.  Good  also  in  scrofula,  and  consumption. 
Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

Clover  Extract  Pills,  for  purifying  the  blood  and  strengthening  the  system )  a  val* 
uable  remedy,  also,  in  debility,  nervous  affections,  and  female  complaints  gener- 
ally.    Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

The  proprietor  offers  these  medicines  to  the  Profession,  with  full  confidence,  that 
they  will  meet  the  highest  expectations. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  by  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE,  79  and  81  Blackstone 
:Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Thomsoiiiaii  Infirmary  and  Medieisie  Store. 

Dr.  WILLIAM  CLARK  may  be  consulted  at  his  Infirmary,  „Yos.  80  and  82, 
Carver  Street,  Boston, 


NOTICES. 

The  Magnetic  Remedies  of  the  late  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M.  D. 

These  remarkable  remedies,  consisting  of  a  preparation  of  magnetized  CHLORIDE  OF 
GOLD,  compounded  with  various  other  materials  with  great  care,  and  by  a  laborious  pro- 
cess, and  of  a  BITUMINOUS  PLASTER,  have  been  tested,  by  an  extensive  practice  of 
twenty  five  years  continuance,  and  may  now  justly  be  considered  as  more  successful  than 
any  other  known  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  CONSUMPTION,  in  all  its  early  stages,  and 
in  all  TUBERCULOUS  or  SCROFULOUS  DISEASES.  For  this  class  of  complaints,  they 
are  now  extensively  adopted  by  physicians  in  their  own  practice,  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  They  are  prepared  by  us,  under  the  direction  of  the  Executrix  of  the  late  Dr. 
Sherwood,  to  whom,  by  his  will,  his  medical  recipes  are  intrusted,  in  the  same  manner,  in 
all  respects,  as  heretofore,  and  are  always  accompanied  by  Dr.  Sherwood's  valuable  medi- 
cal treatise  upon  the  motive  power  of  the  Human  System, — a  work  which  was  the  result 
of  many  years  of  labor  and  research,  and  which  shows,  in  the  cleai-est  manner,  the  princi 
pies  upon  which  the  operation  of  his  remedies  is  founded,  and  their  mode  of  cure.  Both 
the  Treatise  and  the  Remedies  are  so  arranged,  that  they  can  be  sent  by  mail  at  a  trifling 
expense  to  anv  part  of  the  Union.  All  orders  or  communications  for  medical  advice  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Subscribers,  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 

Sherwood's  Vibrating  Magnetic  Machines- 

By  recent  improvements  in  these  machines,  their  power  is  doubled  in  cases  of  the  same 
size,  and  the  prices  reduced  to  $10,  $12  and  $14  each  ;  the  $10  size  being  greatly  superior 
to  the  $12  sizes  of  other  machines.  They  have  now  more  power,  and  run  with  more 
smoothness,  and  are  better  adapted  for  magnetizing  patients,  than  any  others  in  use. 
Each  case  is  accompanied  with  a  MANUAL,  (lith  edition,  pp.  400,  32mo,)  in  the  English 
or  French  language,  according  to  order,  which  contains  clear  and  minute  directions  for 
the  proper  use  of  the  instrument  in  the  various  diseases  to  which  it  is  applicable,  which 
are  found  to  include  many  of  the  most  peculiar  and  obstinate  that  are  known  to  the  medi- 
cal profession.  The  Manual  also' contains  a  synopsis  of  the  different  systems  of  medical 
practice,  Allopathic,  Homoepathic,  and  Magnopathic  with  a  full  glossary. 

Physicians  and  others  are  cautioned  against  purchasing  the  imitations  of  these  machines, 
as  they  will  be  found  of  comparatively  little  value.  No  premium  has  ever  been  obtained 
over  our  Magnetic  Machines  at  the  American  or  any  other  Institute,  as  is  represented  by 
the  manufacturers  of  inferior  machines.  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 

JOB  T.  DICKENS,  M.  D.s 

Thomsonian  Hotanie  Physician  &  Surgeon. 

BOTANIC  MEDICINES  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL. 

Residence — Charter  Street,  two  doors  from  State  Street,  opposite  the  Post  Office, 

JYewburyport,  Mass. 

Win.  A.  Wright^  St.  D., 

Barnesville,  Pike  Co.,   Ga., 

Offers  his  professional  services  to  the  citizens  of  Pike,  and  will  keep  con- 
stantly on  hand  Larrabee's  Botanic  Medicines  and  the  various  compounds,  to  retail 
to  the  afflicted. 


NOTICES. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Mattocks'  Buena  Vista  Pills. 

Purely     Vegetable. 

In  offering  this  medicine  to  the  public,  we  introduce  the  most  mild,  easy,  and  certain  ca- 
thartic ever  known  ;  not  the  least  griping  or  drastic  effects  attending  their  operation.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  cure  every  form  of  disease  with  these  pills,  neither  do  we  expect  to  raise 
the  dead,  or  kill  the  living ;  but  we  do  know  that  these  pills  will  cure  diseases  of  the  liver, 
in  any  form;  such  as  acute  or  chronic  inflammation,  jaundice  in  its  worst  stages,  dyspep- 
sia, constipated  bowels,  headache,  heartburn,  flatulency,  and  in  fevers  they  are  the  only  med- 
icine needed.  They  will  break  the  most  malignant  type,  if  taken  in  its  first  stage,  accor- 
ding to  the  directions  accompanying  each  box:  they  will  also  remove  all  female  obstruc- 
tions immediately;  and  in  rheumatism  and  gout  they  are  an  infalible  remedy  if  persevered 
in.  In  all  affections  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  organs,  we  can  recommend  them  as  a  per- 
fectly safe  and  efficacious  remedy — gravel,  chronic  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  or  bladder 
stricture  can  be  cured  in  a  short  time  with  these  pills.  As  a  general  cathartic,  they  are 
the  best  ever  offered  to  the  public,  because  they  strengthen  the  bowels  and  leave  the  sys- 
tem in  a  healthy  state,  operating  without  the  least  griping  or  pain. 

Manufactured  and  sold  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  proprietor,  Dr.  E.  J.  MATTOCKS, 
at  his  Medical  Dispensary,  No.  24  Fifth  Street,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  sold  by  agents  throughout 
the  United  States. 

United  States  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Depot, 

108  John  Street,  New   York. 

THIS  Establishment,  by  far  the  largest  and  most  extensive  in  this  Country,  and  proba 
bly,  in  the  world,  possesses  advantages  in  variety,  and  extensiveness  of  stock,  peculiar  to 
itself  and  difficult  to  be  found  elsewhere.  The  long  established,  and  continually  increas- 
ing trade  from  all  parts  of  the  continent,  constantly  centering  to  it,  has  given  it  a  charac- 
ter well  worth  the  name  it  bears  ;  and  the  superior  quality  and  purity  of  the  articles  fur- 
nished here,  make  that  character  envied  and  enviable. 

The  Proprietor  has,  for  above  twenty  years,  devoted  his  unremitted  personal  attention 
to  this  business,  and  customers  ordering  Herbs,  Extracts  or  Medicines,  may  rely  that  he 
will  never  suffer  the  reputation  of  this  Establishment  to  be  compromised,  by  impure, 
damaged,  spurious  or  adulterated  articles  being  put  up  in  it,  or  sent  therefrom  ;  and  those 
who  know  him  will  feel  a  perfect  assurance,  that  he  needs  no  instruction  in  pulverizing  his 
articles  without  injuring  their  medical  qualities. 

Every  variety  of  Herbs,  Eoots,  Barks,  Extracts,  Ointments,  and  Compounds,  recom- 
mended by  the  various  Botanical  authors  of  our  Country,  constantly  kept  on  hand,  in 
iarge  quantities,  ready  for  shipment  at  the  shortest  notice. 

Catalogues,  containing  a  complete  list  of  his  vast  stock  of  Botanic  Simples  and 
Compounds,  Gums,  Essential  Oils,  Distilled  Waters,  Syringes,  Surgical  Instrument?, 
Glass  Ware,  Medical  Works,  and  Miscellaneous  Articles,  will  be  furnished  gratis,  to  all 
post-paid  applications.  H.  WINCHESTER. 

108  John  Street,  New  York. 

Medical    Education. 

In  compliance  with  the  solicitations  of  several  friends,  the  undersigned  ha?  consented 
to  instruct  a  few  young  men,  in  the  various  branches  connected  with  a  liberal  Medical  Edu- 
cation, including  Botany.  .  He  now  has  a  class  of  five  young  men,  and  is  willing  to  add  a 
few  more  to  this  number.  He,  therefore,  offers  his  services  to  those  who  may  wish  a 
thorough  Medical  Education. 

In  reference  to  his  facilities  and  qualifications,  he  would  simply  state,  he  is  a  graduate 
of  both  Allopathic  and  Botanic  Schools,  has  an  extensive  Library  of  choice  Authors,  both 
Ancient  and  Modern,  a  set  of  full  length  Colored  Anatomical  Plates,  Diagrams,  &c.  wet 
and  dry  Specimens,  Surgical  Apparatus,  Obstetrical  Manikins,  and  Dissecting  Facilities,  to 
any  amount. 

In  addition,  he  enjoys  an  extensive  Clinical  Practice,  with  frequent  Surgical  Cases,  from 
which  his  students  will  be  supplied  with  any  number  of  patients,  to  be  attended  under  his 
supervision;  thus  qualifying  his  pupils  for  practice,  before  they  enter  on  the  responsible 
duties  of  their  profession. 

Persons  desiring  further  information  will  please  address,  postpaid, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  Jtdy,  1S48.  CHARLES  J.  KENWORTHY,  M.  D. 


NOTICES. 


From 
Daniel  Pease,  Jr., 

Ezra  Shattuck, 
Nathaniel  Burr, 
Ambrose  Church, 
John  Fitts, 
Gideon  B.  Jenks, 
L.  W.  Sturtevant, 
Charles  Pickitt,  Jr., 
A.  Mosher  &  Co., 
Wm.  P.  Dolliver, 
C.  Fitts, 

Wm.  H.  Sargent, 
John  Stimpson, 
R.  F.  Marchant, 
Gen.  Webber, 
Aaron  Plummer, 
George  W.  Floyed, 


Receipts  for  the 

Paid  to 

June     16th.     1849. 
«  a         « 

July,        "         '« 

a  u  u 

Dec.         "         u 


Journal,  Vol.  3d. 

From 
Wm.  Woodbury, 
Epes  Porter, 
George  Savvil, 
Frank  Proctor, 
Thomas  Ireland, 
E.  C.  Messenger, 
Ebenezer  Cutler,  Jr. 
Charles  Coffran, 
E.  M.  Parritt, 
OF.  Stauber, 
Robert  McCain, 
D.  Herron, 
Johnson  Boswell, 
Jonathan  Torrey, 
Jacob  Tuck, 
G.  W.  King, 
Hiram  Lake, 


Dec. 


Paid  to 
16th.     1849. 


April  16th,       1850. 


Mattson's  American  Vegetable  Practise,  or  Family  Guide. 

Second  Edition,  Revised,  with  Important  Additions. 

I.  Anatomy,  with  a  Steel  Engraving  of  the  Human  Skeleton,  back  and  front 
view,  and  a  number  of  Wood  Illustrations. 

II.  The  Old  School  Practice. 

III.  Vegetable  Materia  Medica,  with  twenty-four  beautifully  colored  Illustrations, 

IV.  Compounds. 

V.  Description  of  Diseases,  Treatment,  &c. 

VI.  Guide  for  Women,  or  Simplified  Treatise  of  Child  Birth ;  Description  of 
Diseases  of  Females  and  Infants,  &c. 

It  is  generally  conceded,  that  there  is  no  better  Botanic  Work  than  this  for  fami- 
lies. Every  Botanic  Physician  also  should  have  a  copy  of  it  in  his  library.  It  has 
received  great  favor  in  England,  and  is  publicly  announced  there,  by  some  of  the 
educated  and  prominent  Physicians,  as  their  Guide  of  Practice,  ' 

For  sale  by 

WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 
the  Publisher  and  Proprietor,  at  the  New  England  Botanic  Depot,  rear  of  47,  Hano- 
ver Street,  Boston,  Mass.     Also  an  extensive  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines,  and 
every  thing  that  appertains  to  an  establishment  of  the  kind,  very  low,  for  cash  or 
approved  credit. 


One  of  strict  integrity,  thorough  knowledge  of  theory,  and  of  the  simples  and  compounds 
used  in  the  practice,  (and,  if  he  has  experience,  so  much  the  better,)  who  desires  to  estab- 
lish himself  in  New  York  City,  will  be  found  an  office,  fitted  up  or  furnished,  free  of  cost, 
by  the  undersinged.  Location  good ;  and  1  know  of  no  Botanic  physician  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. He  to  have  his  practice  to  himself,  and  my  influence  therefor.  I  to  have  his  influence 
for  my  Store,  and  his  instruction  in  making  any  medicines  or  compounds,  in  which  I  might 
need  information.  MvttiaL  benefit,  our  Motto.  Time,  one  or  more  years,  as  may  be  agreea~ 
ble.  Object,  to  establish  a  permanent  business.  A  noble  opportunity  for  a  competent 
young  man,  especially  one  of  small  means.  Address,  (postpaid),  with  proper  testimoni- 
als of  capacity,  integrity,  &c,  A  W.  BLAKESLEY,  care  of  Dr.  Johns,  43  Bowery,  New 
V  or^  •     Reference 

DB.  JOHNS,  OR  CURTISS  &  TRAIL,  43  Boweiy. 


NOTICE. 

Laboratory  of  Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicine, 

No.  20,  South  Calvert  St Baltimore. 

THE  first  mill  erected  in  the  United  States  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing 
Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicines. 

The  subscriber  has  the  largest  and  most  complete  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines 
in  the  United  States,  comprising  all  the  various  Compounds  and  other  articles  re- 
commended by  Dr.  S.  Thomson,  besides  an  extensive  variety  of  other  approved 
Botanic  Medicines.  Having  erected  his  Steam  Mills  expressly  for  the  above  Medi- 
cines, he  is  enabled  to  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  and  warrants  his  Medicines 
to  be  genuine  and  pure,  prepared  in  the  best  manner,  and  clear  of  any  deleterious  or 
poisonous  qualities,  as  he  does  not  admit  any  thing  of  that  nature  about  his  establish- 
ment. 

An  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years,  in  the  practice,  preparation,  and  com- 
pounding of  Botanic  Medicines,  from  the  very  best  and  purest  materials  in  the  mar- 
ket, has  afforded  him  just  grounds  to  natter  himself,  that  his  Medicines,  after  a  fair 
trial,  will  compete  with  any  which  may  be  offered  to  the  friends  of  the  Botanic 
cause,  within  the  whole  range  of  our  country. 

^W  It  is  of  great  importance,  that  Practitioners,  and  others,  using  Botanic  Medi- 
cines, should  be  apprised,  that  all  the  articles  manufactured  at  his  establishment  are 
pulverized, — not  ground, — between  an  upper  and  nether  mill-stone  ;  as  the  latter 
process  heats,  and  consequently  injures,  if  it  does  not  destroy  the  medical  virtues  of 
all  articles  submitted  to  such  an  operation. 

On  hand  all  the  various  Medical  Works  on  the  Botanic  System,  together  with  a 
general  assortment  of  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  and  all  the  articles  connected  with  the 
business.  Those  wishing  pure  Medicines  can  be  supplied  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms  bv  EPK'M.  LARRABEE. 

May,  1847. 


TTOT    FOR   SALE. 

The  proprietor  of  the  NEW  ENGLAND  THOMSONIAN  DEPOT,  having  changed  his 
purpose,  does  not  offer  his  stock  <SlC  for  sale,  but  will  continue  the  business  as  heretofore. 
He  offers  a  good  assortment  of  Medicines,  .and  at  low  prices. 

Boston,  March  9,  1549.  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE. 

J.  Jackson,  M.  ®.5  Botanic  Physician, 

No.  102,  Court  Street boston. 

House,  No.  42,  Poplar  Street.     Calls  in  the  city  and  country  attended  to. 
pp3  Botanic  Medicines,  wholesale  and  retail. 


NOTICES. 

Wilson's  Thomsoniaii  and  Botanic  ]Lal>oratory5 

No.  18,  Central  Street Boston,  Mass. 

I5F3  The  subscribers  would  respectfully  inform  the  public,  that  they  have  recently 
opened  the  above  establishment,  where  may  be  found  an  extensive  assortment  of  Bo- 
tanic and  Thomsonian  Medicines,  Shaker  Herbs,  Extracts,  Oils,  &c.  Syringes  of 
all  kinds,  and  all  the  different  Medical  Works  upon  the  reformed  system  of  practice 
published  in  the  United  States ;  also,  Brandy,  Wines,  and  other  liquors  of  the  choic- 
est brands,  for  medicinal  purposes  only. 

Having  made  arrangements  to  obtain  all  articles,  that  are  indigenous  to  this  coun- 
try, directly  from  those  parts  where  they  are  grown,  and  found  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance and  perfection,  they  are  prepared  to  supply  Wholesale  Dealers,  Practitioners, 
and  others,  with  medicines  of  superior  quality,  at  prices  as  low  as  they  are  sold  at  any 
similar  establishment  in  the  country.  The  utmost  care  will  be  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  Compounds.  Medicines  neatly  put  up  in  small  packages,  and  labelled  with 
full  directions  for  family  use,  if  required,  and  safely  packed  for  any  climate. 

Orders,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  from  the  most  distant  sections  of  the  country, 
promptly  and  faithfully  attended  to.  B.  OSGOOD  WILSON, 

G-.  CARLOS  WILSON. 

Dr.  Skinner's  Clarified  Oil  of  Cod-Fish  Liver, 

For  the  cure  of  Consumption,  Scrofula,  Rheumatism,  &c.  The  medicinal  vir- 
tues of  this  valuable  Oil  are  truly  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  age.  Con- 
sumption and  Scrofula  will  yield  to  its  influence  in  nine  cases  out  of  every  ten. 

Sold  by  Dr.  S.  at  his  office,  60  1-2  Cornhill  (up  stairs)  Boston,  wholesale  and  retail. 
Large  bottles  75  cents- — small  ones  37  1-2  cents.  Descriptive  pamphlets  and  cases 
of  cures,  in  this  city  and  in  the  country,  to  be  had  gratis  at  this  office.  The  Oil  is 
recommended  and  approved  by  most  of  the  physicians  of  Boston. 

Druggists  and  the  Profession  supplied  at  the  usual  discount. 

Itfew  York  State  T!*©iaasoMaii  and  llo.taiiic  I^epot, 
NO.  49  WASHINGTON  STREET,  ALBANY. 

Dr.  A.  MOSHER,  wholesale  and  retail  denier  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Med- 
icines, Shaker  Herbs,  Medical  Book?,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Extracts,  Ointments, 
Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually  kept  in  Bo- 
tanic Stores. 

Also,  Family  Medicines,  of  all  kinds,  put  up  in  packages,  with  directions  for  fam- 
ily use ;  together  with 

Mosher's  Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,   Yellow  Dock,  and  Wild 

Cherry, 
a  new,  and  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  the  removal  and  permanent  cure  of  diseases 
arising  from  an  impure  state  of  the  blood. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  subscribers,  No.  49,  Washing- 
ton Street,  Albany,  and  also  by  their  authorized  agents,  in  various  parts  of  the  coun» 
try. 

A.  MOSHER  &  CO. 

The  above  Compounds  may  be  had  at  the  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets, 
Worcester,  Mass, 


NOTICES. 

Worcester  Medical  Institution,* 

COURSE  OF  STUDY,  &c. 

The  course  of  study  required  by  this  Institution  is  intended  to  occupy  three  full  years  ; 
and  candidates  for  the  regular  degree  of  M.  D.  must  have  attended  two  full  Courses  of  Medi- 
cal Lectures  in  some  established  Medical  College,  one  of  which  must  have  been  in  this  Insti- 
tution. They  must  present  satisfactory  testimonials  of  good  moral  character  :  must  have 
a  competent  literary  education  ;  and  must  well  sustain  an  examination  in  the  various 
branches  of  medical  study,  as  contained  in  our  Course  of  Lectures,  and  in  the  text-books 
which  we  recommend,  or  equivalents. 

The  following  are  the  principal  authors  recommended  :— 

On  Anatomy — Wilson,  Quain,  Wistar,  Paxton,  and  Harrison. 

On  Surgery — -Pancoast,  Druitt,  Liston,  Cooper.  Velpeau,  and  Castle. 

On  Physiology — Carpenter,  Oliver,  Muller,  and  Dunglisoa. 

On  Pathology — Gross,  Chomel.  Gallup,  and  Watson. 

On  Materia  Medica — Kost,  and  Pereira,Wood  and  Bache. 

On  Auscultation  and  Percussion — Lasnnec,  Williams,  Gerhard,  Bowditch,  and  Watson. 

On  Theory  a?id Practice — Watson,  Mackintosh.  Elliotson  and  Stewartson,  Kost,  Mattson, 
Howard,  Worthy,  Comfort,  Smith,  Curtis,  and  Thomson. 

On  the  Institutes  of  Medicine — Gallup  and  Curtis. 

On  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  C/a/afn???— Churchill,  Eberle,  Cbailly, 
Maygrier,  Velpeau,  Beach,  and  Curtis. 

On  Medical  Jurisprudence — Beck  and  Williams, 

On  Chemistry — Gray,  Silliman,  and  Turner. 

On  Botany — Eaton,  Bigelow,  Gray,  and  Wood. 
The  following  are  the  members  of  the  Faculty  : — 

C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Pnysiology  and  Pathology. 

I.  M.  Comings,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice,  and  Obstetrics. 

J.  Kost,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia,  Medica  and  Botany. 

E.  M.  Parritt,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and.  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Walter  Burnham,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery. 

The  present  Course  of  Lectures  commenced  on  the  first  Thursday  in  March,  IS  19,  -2.nd 
will  continue  fourteen  weeks.  The  fee  for  a  full  Course  is  $50,  in  advance,  with  a  matricu- 
lation fee  of  $3.  Of  those  who  have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges, 
f  10  only  are  required.  Graduates  will  be  charged,  in  addition,  $18  for  a  Diploma.  Good 
board  can  be  had  for  $2,25  per  week. 

The  text-books  recommended  are  consulted  eeleotically  5 — authoritatively,  indeed,  so 
far  as  they  are  descriptive  of  actual  conditions,  as  in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 
the  like  ;  but  otherwise  with  careful  discrimination, — the  fundamental  peculiarity  of  what  is 
taught  in  this  Institution  being,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  employing  poisons  of  any  kind 
as  medicinal  agents  ;  and  that  the  object,  in  exhibiting  any  remedy,  should  be  to  sustain, 
and  not  to  depress  the  vital  powers. 

Quite  extensive  accessions  have,  of  late,  been  made  to  the  Anatomical  and  Chemical  Ap- 
paratus, Library,  &c.  The.  Faculty  of  the  institution  now  constitute  a  full  and  eminently 
able  Board  of  Instruction  ;  and  the  facilities  to  be  enjoyed  by  students  are,  in  every  way, 
ample.  Dissections,  surgical  operations,  illustrations,  and  experiments,  are  conducted  in 
the  most  advantageous  and  instructive  manner. 

During  the  past  year  several  valuable  specimens  of  Morbid  Anatomy  have  been  added 
to  the  Anatomical  Cabinet,  as  donations  from  friends  of  the  Institution.  Other  like  favors, 
and  any  such  preparations  as  are  adapted  to  faciltate  illustrative  teaching,  in  any  of  the 
departments,  are  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicited.  C.  NEWTON,  Dean. 

The  New  England  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 

Is  published  on  the  1st  and  16th  of  every  month,  by  C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  at  No.  1, 
corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets,  Worcester,  Mass.  Each  number  contains  six- 
teen pages  octavo,  with  a  double  cover,  and  the  numbers  of  one  year  constitute  a 
volume.  Terms, — to  subscribers  paying  in  advance,  $1,00  per  year.  Those  delay- 
ing payment  three  months,  will  be  charged  $1 ,25  ;  and  those  delaying  six  months, 
$1,50.  As  the  price,  in  comparison  to  the  amount  of  matter  afforded,  is  exceeding- 
ly low,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  advance  payment  be  insisted  on,  or  that  a  fair  equiv- 
alent for  delay  be  required.  The  paper  has  received  numerous  testimonials  of  high 
approbation,  and  has  now  obtained  an  extensive  circulation,  not  only  in  New  Eng- 
land, but  also  in  the  South  and  the  West.  It  is  designed  for  domestic  as  well  as 
professional  use,  and  should  be  in  every  family .  All  remittances  and  commu- 
nications pertaining  to  it,  should  be  directed,  post  paid,  to  the  Editor.  Any  person 
forwarding,  post  paid,  the  names  of  four  subscribers,  and  remitting  $4,  shall  re 
eeive  a  fifth  copy  gratis. 


This  Sheet  is  subject  to  Newspaper  Postage  only. 
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NOTICES . 

Cancers  Cured, 

BY    MEANS    HERETOFORE    UNKNOWN. 

The  subscriber  is  now  prepared  to  announce,  that  he  has  in  his  possession  the 
means  of  removing  Cancers, — not  only  without  the  aid  of  the  knife,  but  ordinarily 
without  the  use  of  escharotics,  and  also  without  extraction  in  any  form.  The.  sys- 
tem of  operation  is  based  on  the  leading-  principles  of  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M.  D., — 
that  the  human  organization  is  a  sort  of  galvanic  battery,  the  nerves  of  which  are 
the  conductors,  and  the  nervo-vital  fluid °is  the  electric  fluid  of  the  battery.  The 
system  supposes,  that,  by  a  proper  increase  and  direction  of  electric  power,  the  vital 
energies  can  be  so  augmented,  as  effectually  to  destroy,  and,  by  means  of  the  ab- 
sorbents, eradicate  from  the  body  the  cancerous  growth.  Occasionally,  however, 
when  extirpation  by  the  knife  has  been  attempted,  the  use  of  vegetable  caustics,  to 
some  extent,  is  required.  By  this  system,  internal  Cancers,  located  on  some  one  or 
the  abdominal  viscera,  where  they  can  not  be  reached  by  caustics,  can  be  destroyed. 

As  some  evidence  that  the  statements  here  made  are  not  a  humbug,  like  the  ten 
thousand  and  one  advertisements  of  the  present  day,  the  subscriber  is  not  only  rea- 
dy to  explain  his  theory  to  those  who  candidly  wish  to  inform  themselves,  but  wil- 
ling to  undertake  the  treatment  of  any  Cancer,  where  the  circumstances  are  ordi- 
narily hopeful,  with  the  distinct  agreement,  that,  without  a  cure,  there  shall  be  no 
charge.  c.  NEWTON,  M.  D. 

Dr.  I.  Jacobs'  Pills. 

Lobelia  Extract  Pills. — These  Pills  are  prepared  from  the  juice  of  the  green 
herb,  and  evaporated  to  the  consistency  of  a  pill  mass,  at  a  temperature  of  about  98 
degrees  Fahr.  This  is  an  admirable  mode  of  administering  lobelia,  and  considered 
preferable,  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  to  all  others.  The  Pills  are  used,  in  many 
cases,  where  vomiting  is  not  considered  necessary,  and  their  operation  is  highly 
salutary.     Price  $1,00  per  box,  accompanied  with  full  directions. 

Boneset  Extract  Pills,  designed  for  biliary  derangement,  useful  in  dyspepsia, 
morbid  state  of  the  liver,  jaundice,  &c.  Good  also  in  scrofula,  and  consumption. 
Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions, 

Clover  Extract  Pills,  for  purifying  the  blood  and  strengthening  the  system ;  a  val- 
uable remedy,  also,  in  debility,  nervous  affections,  and  female  complaints  gener- 
ally.    Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

The  proprietor  offers  these  medicines  to  the  Profession,  with  full  confidence,  that 
they  will  meet  the  highest  expectations. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  by  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE,  79  and  81  Blackstone 
Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Thomsonian  Infirmary  and  Medicine  Store. 

Dr.  WILLIAM  CLARK  may  be  consulted  at  his  Infirmary,  JYos.  SO  and  83, 
Carver  Street,  Boston. 


NOTICES. 

The  Magnetic  Remedies  of  the  late  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M.  D- 

These  remarkable  remedies,  consisting  of  a  preparation  of  magnetized  CHLORIDE  OF 
GOLD,  compounded  with  various  other  materials  with  great  care,  and  by  a  laborious  pro- 
cess, and  of  a  BITUMINOUS  PLASTER,  have  been  tested,  by  an  extensive  practice  ot 
twenty  five  years  continuance,  and  may  now  justly  be  considered  as  more  successful  than 
any  other  known  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  CONSUMPTION,  in  all  its  early  stages,  and 
in  all  TUBERCULOUS  or  SCROFULOUS  DISEASES.  For  this  class  of  complaints,  they 
are  now  extensively  adopted  by  physicians  in  their  own  practice,  in  various  parts  cf  the 
country.  They  are  prepared  by  us,  under  the  direction  of  the  Executrix  of  the  late  Dr. 
Sherwood,  to  whom,  by  his  will,  his  medical  recipes  are  intrusted,  in  the  same  .manner,  in 
all  respects,  as  heretofore,  and  are  always  accompanied  by  Dr.  Sherwood's  valuable  medi- 
cal treatise  upon  the  motive  power  of  the  Human  System, — a  work  which  was  the  result 
of  many  years  of  labor  and  research,  and  which  shows,  in  the  clearest  manner,  the  princi 
pies  upon  which  the  operation  of  his  remedies  is  founded,  and  their  mode  of  cure.  Both 
the  Treatise  and  the  Remedies  are  so  arranged,  that  they  can  be  sent  by  mail  at  a  trifling- 
expense  to  any  part  of  the  Union.  All  orders  or  communications  for  medical  advice  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Subscribers,  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 

Sherwood's  Vibrating  Magnetic  Machines. 

By  recent  improvements  in  these  machines,  their  power  is  doubled  in  cases  of  the  same 
size,  and  the  prices  reduced  to  $10,  $12  and  $14  each;  the  $10  size  being  greatly  superior 
to  the  $12  sizes  of  other  machines.  They  have  now  more  power,  and  run  with  more 
smoothness,  and  are  better  adapted  for  magnetizing  patients,  than  any  others  in  use. 
Each  case  is  accompanied  with  a  MANUAL,  (11th  edition,  pp.  400,  32mo,)  in  the  English 
or  French  language,  according  to  order,  which  contains  clear  and  minute  directions  for 
the  proper  use  of  the  instrument  in  the  various  dise  ases  to  which  it  is  applicable,  which 
are  found  to  include  many  of  the  most  peculiar  and  obstinate  that  are  known  to  the  medi- 
cal pi-ofession.  The  Manual  .also  contains  a  synopsis  of  the  different  systems  of  medical 
practice,  Allopathic,  Homoepathic,  and  Magnopathie  with  a  full  glossary. 

Physicians  and  others  are  cautioned  against  purchasing  the  imitations  of  these  machines, 
as  they  will  be  found  of  comparatively  little  value.  No  premium  has  ever  been  obtained 
over  our  Magnetic  Machines  at  the  American  or  any  other  Institute,  as  is  represented  by 
the  manufacturers  of  inferior  machines.  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York.. 

JOB  T.  DICKENS,  M.  D., 

Thonisonian  Botanic  Physician  &  Surgeon. 

BOTANIC  MEDICINES  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL. 

Residence — Charter  Street,  two  doors  from  State  Street,  opposite  the  Post  Office, 

JYewhurypori,  Mass. 

Wm.  A.  Wright,  ME.  D., 

Barnesville,  Pike  Co,,  Ga.9 

Offers  his  professional  services  to  the  citizens  of  Pike,  and  will  keep  con- 
stantly on  hand  Larrabee's  Botanic  Medicines  and  the  various  compounds,  to  retail 
Ut  the  afflicted. 


NOTICES. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Fiattocks'  Buena  Vista  Pills. 

Purely     Vegetable. 

In  offering  this  medicine  to  the  public,  we  introduce  the  most  mild,  easy,  and  certain  ca- 
thartic ever  known  ;  not  the  least  griping  or  drastic  effects  attending  their  operation.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  cure  every  form  of  disease  with  these  pills,  neither  do  we  expect  to-raise 
the  dead,  or  kill  the  living ;  but  we  do  know  that  these  pills  will  cure  diseases  of  the  liver, 
in  any  form  ;  such  as  acute  or  chronic  inflammation,  jaundice  in  its  worst  stages,  dyspep- 
sia, constipated  bowels,  headache,  heartburn,  flatulency,  and  in  fevers  they  are  the  only  med- 
icine needed.  They  will  break  the  most  malignant  type,  if  taken  in  its  first  stage,  accor- 
ding to  the  directions  accompanying  each  box:  they  will  also  remove  all  female  obstruc- 
tions immediately;  and  in  rheumatism  and  gout  they  are  an  infalible  remedy  if  persevered 
in.  In  all  affections  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  organs,  we  can  recommend  them  as  a  per- 
fectly safe  and  efficacious  remedy — gravel,  chronic  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  or  bladder 
stricture  can  be  cured  in  a  short  "time  with  these  pills.  As  a  general  cathartic,  they  are 
the  best  ever  offered  to  the  public,  because  they  strengthen  the  bowels  and  leave  the  sys- 
tem in  a  healthy  state,  operating  without  the  least  griping  or  pain. 

Manufactured  and  sold  at  wholesale  and  l-etail,  by  the  proprietor,  Dr.  E.  J.  MATTOCKS, 
at  his  Medical  Dispensary,  No.  24  Fifth  Street,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  sold  by  agents  throughout 
the  United  States. 

United  States  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Depot, 

108  John  Street,  New   York. 

THIS  Establishment,  by  far  the  largest  and  most  extensive  in  this  Country,  and  proba 
bly,  in  the  world,  possesses  advantages  in  variety,  and  extensiveness  of  stock,  peculiar  to 
itself  and  difficult  to  be  found  elsewhere.  The  long  established,  and  continually  increas- 
ing trade  from  all  parts  of  the  continent,  constantly  centering  to  it,  has  given  it  a  charac- 
ter well  worth  the  name  it  bears  ;  and  the  superior  quality  and  purity  of  the  articles  fur- 
nished here,  make  that  character  envied  and  enviable. 

The  Proprietor  has,  for  above  twenty  years,  devoted  his  unremitted  personal  attention 
to  this  business,  and  customers  ordering  Herbs,  Extracts  or  Medicines,  may  rely  that  he 
will  never  suffer  the  reputation  of  this  Establishment  J'to  be  compromised,  by  impure, 
damaged,  spurious  or  adulterated  articles  being  put  up  in  it,  or  sent  therefrom  j  and  those 
who  know  him  will  feel  a  perfect  assurance,  that  he  needs  no  instruction  in  pulverizing  his 
articles  without  injuring  their  medical  qualities. 

Every  variety  of  Herbs,  Roots,  Barks,  Extracts,  Ointments,  and  Compounds,  recom- 
mended by  the  various  Botanical  authors  of  our  Country,  constantly  kept  on  hand,  in 
large  quantities,  ready  for  shipment  at  the  shortest  notice. 

Catalogues,  containing  a  complete  list  of  his  vast  stock  of  Botanic  Simples  and 
Compounds,  Gums,  Essential  Oils,  Distilled  Waters,  Syringes,  Surgical  Instruments, 
Glass  Ware,  Medical  Works,  and  Miscellaneous  Articles,  will  be  furnished  gratis,  to  all 
post-paid  applications.  -  H.  WINCHESTER. 

108  John  Street,  New  York. 

Bush's  Extract  of  Smilax, 

ORSPANISH  SARSAPARILLA. 

Whence  are  the  occasional  failures  of  Sarsaparilla  ?  The  present  popularity  of  this  in- 
valuable  medicine  makes  the  above  a  frequent  question  ;  and  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
state,  in  this  card,  the  most  common  causes  of  disappointment  in  the  use  of  the  medicine. 
First,  there  are  only  a  few  species  of  Sarsaparilla  that  contain  the  peculiar  virtues,  and  it 
is  well  known,  that  many  varieties  are  found  in  market,  and  are  used  by  manufacturers. 
Secondly,  the  virtues  of  Sarsaparilla  are  exceedingly  volatile,  and  are  soon  impaired  by  age  ; 
while  but  very  little  discrimination  is  generally  made  in  its  selection.  Thirdly,  the  virtues 
are  extremely  liable  to  be  impaired  and  even  entirely  lost  by  the  preparation  of  the  syrup 
or  extract. 

The  proprietors  of  this  preparation  are  happy  now  to  offer,  to  the  afflicted  public,  an  arti- 
cle in  which  all  the  causes  of  failure  have  been  studiously  avoided  ;  and  they  cannot  fail  to 
maintain  the  credit  of  this  incomparably  valuable  medicine.  The  recent  discovery  of  the 
true  Smilax  Sarsaparilla  in  the  south,  by  Prof.  I.  M.  Comings,  has  put  us  in  possession  of 
the  genuine  root  in  a  fresh  state  ;  and  a  new  method  of  preparation ,  discovered  by  the  pro- 
prietors, enables  them  to  offer  to  the  purchaser  a  superior  article  of  extract  of  Sarsaparilla. 
The  attention  of  Dispensers,  Druggists,  Physicians,  and  Patients,  is  particularly  invited  to 
the  trial  of  an  article  which  is  warranted  genuine  and  superior  to  any  other  article  now 
offered  to  the  public. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  Wholesale  &  Retail,  by  W.  &  H.  Bush  &  Co.    Principal   office, 
No.  9,  Park  St.,  Worcester,  Mass.    Also,  for  sale,  by  B.  O.  &  G.  C  Wilson,  No.  IS  Cen- 
tral St.  Boston  ;  by  Dr.  C.  Newton.,  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Sts.,  Worcester,  Mass. 
and  at  all  the  principal  Druggists'  shops  and  stores,  throughout  the  N.  E.  States.  » 


NOTICES. 
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Mattson's  American  Vegetable  Practice,  or  Family  Guide. 

Second  Edition,  Revised,  with  Important  Additions. 

I.  Anatomy,  with  a  Steel  Engraving  of  the  Human  Skeleton,  back  and  front 
view,  and  a  number  of  Wood  Illustrations. 

II.  The  Old  School  Practice. 

III.  Vegetable  Materia  Medica,  with  twenty-four  beautifully  colored  Illustrations. 

IV.  Compounds. 

V.  Description  of  Diseases,  Treatment,  &c. 

VI.  Guide  for  Women,  or  Simplified  Treatise  of  Child  Birth ;  Description  of 
Diseases  of  Females  and  Infants,  &c. 

It  is  generally  conceded,  that  there  is  no  better  Botanic  Work  than  this  for  fami- 
lies. Every  Botanic  Physician  also  should  have  a  copy  of  it  in  his  library.  It  has 
received  great  favor  in  England,  and  is  publicly  announced  there,  by  some  of  the 
educated  and  prominent  Physicians,  as  their  Guide  of  Practice. 

For  sale  by 

WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 
the  Publisher  and  Proprietor,  at  the  New  England  Botanic  Depot,  rear  of  47,  Hano- 
ver Street,  Boston,  Mass.     Also  an  extensive  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines,  and 
every  thing  that  appertains  to  an  establishment  of  the  kind,  very  low,  for  cash  or 
approved  credit. 


A  Botanic  Physician  Wanted. 

One  of  strict  integrity,  thorough  knowledge  of  theory,  and  of  the  simples  and  compounds 
used  in  the  practice,  (and,  if  he  has  experience,  so  much  the  better,)  who  desires  to  estab- 
lish himself  in  New  York  City,  will  be  found  an  office,  fitted  up  or  furnished,  free  of  cost, 
by  the  undersinged.  Location  good  ;  and  1  know  of  no  Botanic  physician  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. Be  to  have  his  practice  to  himself,  and  my  influence  therefor.  I  to  have  his  influence 
for  my  Store,  and  his  instruction  in  making  any  medicines  or  compounds,  in  which  I  might 
need  information.  Mvtual  benefit,  our  Motto.  Time,  one  or  more  years,  as  may  be  agreea- 
ble. Object,  to  establish  a  permanent  business.  A  noble  opportunity  for  a  competent 
young  man,  especially  one  of  small  means.  Address,  (post  paid),  with  proper  testimoni- 
als of  capacity,  integrity,  &,c.,  A   W.  B  LAKES  LEY,  care  of  Dr.  Johns,  43  Bowery,  Nev 

DR.  JOHNS,  ORCUBTISS  to  TRALL,  43  Bowery. 


NOTICE. 

Laboratory  of  Thomsonian  Botanic  Uledicme, 

No.  20,  South  Calvert  St Baltimore. 

THE  first  mill  erected  in  the  United  States  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing 
Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicines. 

The  subscriber  has  the  largest  and  most  complete  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines 
in  the  United  States,  comprising  all  the  various  Compounds  and  other  articles  re- 
commended by  Dr.  S.  Thomson,  besides  an  extensive  variety  of  Other  approved 
Botanic  Medicines.  Having  erected  his  Steam  Mills  expressly  for  the  pbove  Medi- 
cines, he  is  enabled  to  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  and  warrants  his  Medicines 
to  be  genuine  and  pure,  prepared  in  the  best  manner,  and  clear  of  any  deleterious  or 
poisonous  qualities,  as  he  does  not  admit  any  thing  of  that  nature  about  his  establish- 
ment. 

An  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years,  in  the  practice,  preparation,  and  com- 
pounding of  Botanic  Medicines,  from  the  very  best  and  purest  materials  in  the  mar- 
ket, has  afforded  him  just  grounds  to  flatter  himself,  that  his  Medicines,  after  a  fair 
trial,  will  compete  with  any  which  may  be  offered  to  the  friends  of  the  BotaniG 
cause,  within  the  whole  range  of  our  country. 

S3P  It  is  of  great  importance,  that  Practitioners,  and  others,  using  Botanic  Medi- 
cines, should  be  apprised,  that  all  the  articles  manufactured  at  his  establishment  are 
pulverized, — not  ground, — between  an  upper  and  nether  mill-stone ;  as  the  latter 
process  heats,  and  consequently  injures,  if  it  does  not  destroy  the  medical  virtues  of 
all  articles  submitted  to  such  an  operation. 

On  hand  all  the  various  Medical  Works  on  the  Botanic  System,  together  with  a 
general  assortment  of  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  and  all  the  articles  connected  with  the 
business.  Those  wishing  pure  Medicines  can  be  supplied  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms  by  EPH'M.  LARRABEE. 

May,  1847. 

Medical    Notice. 
1.  Jfl.  COJHtlfGS,  JW.  B., 

Having  located  himself  permanently  in  Worcester,  is  prepared  to  treat  the  various  forms 
of  Chronic  Disease.  He  has  given  his  attention  particularly  to  this  class  of  complaints 
for  some  years,  and  been  very  successful  in  his  treatment.  He  feels  a  confidence  in  solicit- 
ing the  patronage  of  those  who  are  unfortunately  afflicted  with  Scrofula,  or  any  Cutaneous 
Eruption,  Rheumatism,  Liver  Complaint,  or  any  Affection  of  the  Kidneys,  with  Old  Sores 
or  Ulcers,  &c. 

He  has  cured  cases  of  White  Swelling  that  have  defied  the  treatment  of  the  best  Old 
School  physicians,  and  where  amputation  has  been  pronounced  absolutely  necessary. 

Those  from  a  distance,  who  may  desire  to  consult  him,  can  do  so  by  letter;  stating  mi- 
nutely the  symptoms  and  history  of  the  case.  To  such,  he  can  send  medicines,  by  Express 
or  Mail,  with  the  necessary  directions.  The  patient  can  thus,  at  a  trifling  expense,  have 
the  opportunity  to  test  his  skill  without  a  personal  visit. 

Two  or  three  young  men  who  wish  to  pursue  the  study  of  medicine  can  be  entered  as 
students  with  him. 

Worcester,  May,  1849. 

Notice. 

The  subscriber,  having  recently  purchased,  of  Dr.  Pike,  his  stock  of  medicine,  would, 
invite  his  old  friends  and  the  patrons  of  the  New  England  Thomsonian  Depot,  to  call  on 
him  at  the  old  stand,  where  he  intends  to  furnish  good  medicines  at  fair  prices.  He  is 
also  agent  for  Strong  &  Osgood's  Physianthropic  Pills,  and  Dr.  Pike's  Pain  Alleviator. 

Boston,  May  1,  1849.  JAMES.  OSGOOD- 

J.  Jackson,  M.  D.,  Botanic  Physician, 

No.  102,  Court  Street, . ,  .boston. 
House,  No.  42,  Poplar  Street.     Calls  in  the  city  and  country  attended  to. 
ISP  Botanic  Medicines,  wholesale  and  retail. 


NOTICES. 

Wilson's  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Laboratory ? 

No.  18,   Central  Street Boston,  Mass. 

ISP  The  subscribers  would  respectfully  inform  the  public,  that  they  have  recently 
opened  the  above  establishment,  where  may  be  found  an  extensive  assortment  of  Bo- 
tanic and  Thomsonian  Medicines,  Shaker  Herbs,  Extracts,  Oils,  &c.  Syringes  of 
all  kinds,  and  all  the  different  Medical  Works  upon  the  reformed  system  of  practice 
published  in  the  United  States;  also,  Brandy,  Wines,  and  other  liquors  of  the  choic- 
est brands,  for  medicinal  purposes  only. 

Having  made  arrangements  to  obtain  all  articles,  that  are  indigenous  to  this  coun- 
try, directly  from  those  parts  where  they  are  grown,  and  found  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance and  perfection,  they  are  prepared  to  supply  Wholesale  Dealers,  Practitioners, 
and  others,  with  medicines  of  superior  quality,  at  prices  as  low  as  they  are  sold  at  any 
similar  establishment  in  the  country.  The  utmost  care  will  be  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  Compounds.  Medicines  neatly  put  up  in  small  packages,  and  labelled  with 
full  directions  for  family  use,  if  required,  and  safely  packed  for  any  climate. 

Orders,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  from  the  most  distant  sections  of  the  country, 
promptly  and  faithfully  attended  to.  B.  OSGOOD  WILSON, 

G.  CARLOS  WILSON. 

Dr.  Skinner's  Clarified  Oil  of  Cod-Fish  Liver, 

For  the  cure  of  Consumption,  Scrofula,  Rheumatism,  &c.  The  medicinal  vir- 
tues of  this  valuable  Oil  are  truly  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  age.  Con- 
sumption and  Scrofula  will  yield  to  its  influence  in  nine  cases  out  of  every  ten. 

Sold  by  Dr.  S.  at  his  office,  60  1-2  Cornhill  (up  stairs)  Boston,  wholesale  and  retail. 
Large  bottles  75  cents — small  ones  37  1-2  cents.  Descriptive  pamphlets  and  cases 
of  cures,  in  this  city  and  in  the  country,  to  be  had  gratis  at  this  office.  The  Oil  is 
recommended  and  approved  by  most  of  the  physicians  of  Boston. 

Druggists  and  the  Profession  supplied  at  the  usual  discount. 

IVew  York  State  Thomsonian  and  Hotanic  Hcpot, 

NO.  49  WASHINGTON  STREET,  ALBANY. 

Dr.  A.  MOSHER,  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Med- 
icines, Shaker  Herbs,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Extracts,  Ointments, 
Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually  kept  in  Bo- 
tanic Stores. 

Also,  Family  Medicines,  of  all  kinds,  put  up  in  packages,  with  directions  for  fam- 
ily use ;  together  with 

Mosher's  Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,   Yellow  Doth  and  Wild 

Cherry, 
a  new,  and  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  the  removal  and  permanent  cure  of  diseases 
arising  from  an  impure  state  of  the  blood. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  subscribers,  No.  49,  Washing- 
ton Street,  Albany,  and  also  by  their  authorized  agents,  in  various  parts  of  the  couri* 
try. 

A.  MOSHER  &  CO. 

The  above  Compounds  may  be  had  at  the  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets, 
Worcester,  Mass, 


NOTICES. 

Worcester  iTfiedical  Institution. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY,  &c. 

The  course  of  study  required  by  this  Institution  is  intended  to  occupy  three  full  years  ; 
and  candidates  for  the  regular  degree  of  M.  D.  must  have  attended  two  full  Courses  of  Medi- 
cal Lectures  in  some  established  Medical  College,  one  of  which  must  have  been  in  this  Insti- 
tution. They  must  present  satisfactory  testimonials  of  good  moral  character  ;  must  have 
a  competent  literary  education  ;  and  must  well  sustain  an  examination  in  the  various 
branches  of  medical  study,  as  contained  in  our  Course  of  Lectures,  and  in  the  text-books 
which  we  recommend,  or  equivalents. 

The  following  are  the  principal  authors  recommended  : — 

On  Anatomy — Wilson,  Quain,  Wistar,  Paxton,  and  Harrison. 

On  Surgery — Pancoast,  Druitt,  Liston,  Cooper,  Velpeau,  and  Castle. 

On  Physiology — Carpenter,  Oliver,  Muller,  and  Dunglison. 

On  Pathology—  Gross,  Chomel.  Gallup,  and  Watson. 

On  Materia  Merit' ca — Kost,  and  Pereira,Wood  and  Bache. 

On  Auscultation  and  Percussion — La^nnec,  Williams,  Gerhard,  Bowditeh,  and  Watson, 

On  Theory  and  Practice — Watson,  Mackintosh,  Ellietson  and  Stewartson,Kost,  Mattson, 
Howard,  Worthy,  Comfort,  Smith,  Curtis,  and  Thomson. 

On  the  Institutes  of  Medicine*- Gallup  and  Curtis. 

On  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  Children—- Churchill,  Eberle,  ChaiUy, 
Maygrier,  Velpeau,  Beach,  and  Curtis. 

On  Medical  Jurisprudence — Beck  and  Williams. 

On  Chemistry — Gray,  Silliman,  and  Turner. 

On  Botany — Eaton,  Bigelow,  Gray,  and  Wood. 
The  following  are  the  members  of  the  Faculty : — 

C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

I.  M.  Comings,  M.  D.,  Professorof  Theory  and  Practice,  and  Obstetrics, 

J.  Kost,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany. 

E.  M.  Parritt,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and.  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Walter  Burnham,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery. 

The  present  Course  of  Lectures  commenced  on  the  first  Thursday  in  March,  1849,  and 
will  continue  fourteen  weeks.  The  fee  for  a  full  Course  is  650,  in  advance,  with  a  matricu- 
lation fee  of  §>3.  Of  those  who  have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges., 
•810  only  are  required.  Graduates  will  be  charged,  in  addition,  $18  for  a  Diploma.  Good 
board  can  be  had  for  62,25  per  week. 

The  text-books  recommended  are  consulted  eclectically  ; — authoritatively,  indeed,  so 
far  as  they  are  descriptive  of  actual  conditions,  as  in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 
the  like  ;  but  otherwise  vnth  careful  discrimination, — the  fundamental  peculiarity  of  what  is 
-taught  in  this  Institution  being,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  employing  poisons  of  any  kind 
as  medicinal  agents  ;  and  that  the  object,  in  exhibiting  any  remedy,  should  be  to  sustain., 
and  not  to  depress  the  vital  powers. 

Quite  extensive  accessions  have,  of  late,  been  made  to  the  Anatomical  and  Chemical  Ap- 
paratus, Library,  &c.  The  Faculty  of  the  Institution  now  constitute  a  full  and  eminently 
able  Board  of  Instruction  5  and  the  facilities  to  be  enjoyed  by  students  are,  in  every  way, 
ample.  Dissections,  surgical  operations,  illustrations,  and  experiments,  are  conducted  in 
the  most  advantageous  and  instructive  manner. 

During  the  past  year  several  valuable  specimens  of  Morbid  Anatomy  have  been  added 
to  the  Anatomical  Cabinet,  as  donations  from  friends  of  the  Institution.  Other  like  favors, 
and  any  such  preparations  as  are  adapted  to  faciltate  illustrative  teaching,  in  any  of  the 
departments,  are  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicited.  C.  NEWTON,  Dean. 

The  New  England  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 

•  Is  published  on  the  1st  and  16th  of  every  month,  by  C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  at  No.  1., 
corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets,  Worcester,  Mass.  Each  number  contains  six- 
teen pages  octavo,  with,  a  double  cover,  and  the  numbers  of  one  year  constitute  a 
volume.  Terms, — to  subscribers  paying  in  advance,  $1,00  per  year.  Those  delay- 
ing payment  three  months,  will  be  charged  $1,25  ;  and  those  delaying  six  months, 
$1,50.  As  the  price,  in  comparison  to  the  amount  of  matter  afforded,  is  exceeding- 
ly low,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  advance  payment  be  insisted  on,  or  that  a  fair  equiv- 
alent for  delay  be  required.  The  paper  has  received  numerous  testimonials  of  high 
approbation,  and  has  now  obtained  an  extensive  circulation,  not  only  in  New  Eng- 
land, but  also  in  the  South  and  the  West.  It  is  designed  for  domestic  as  well  as 
professional  use,  and  should  be  in  every  family.  All  remittances  and  commu- 
nications pertaining  to  it,  should  be  directed,  post  paid,  to  the  Editor.  Any  person 
forwarding,  post  paid,  the  names  of  four  subscribers,  and  remitting  $4,  shall  re 
■&eive  a  fifth  copy  gratis. 


This  Sheet  is  subject  to  Newspaper  Postage  only. 
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NOTICES. 

Cancers  Cured, 

BY    MEANS    HERETOFORE    UNKNOWN. 

The  subscriber  is  now  prepared  to  announce,  that  he  has  in  his  possession  the 
means  of  removing  Cancers, — not  only  without  the  aid  of  the  knife,  but  ordinarily 
without  the  use  of  escharotics,  and  also  without  extraction  in  any  form.  The  sys- 
tem of  operation  is  based  on  the  leading  principles  of  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M.  D., — 
that  the  human  organization  is  a  sort  of  galvanic  battery,  the  nerves  of  which  are 
the  conductors,  and  the  nervo-vital  fluid  is  the  electric  fluid  of  the  battery.  The 
system  supposes,  that,  by  a  proper  increase  and  direction  of  electric  power,  the  vital 
energies  can  be  so  augmented,  as  effectually  to  destroy,  and,  by  means  of  the  ab- 
sorbents, eradicate  from  the  body  the  cancerous  growth.  Occasionally,  however, 
when  extirpation  by  the  knife  has  been  attempted,  the  use  of  vegetable  caustics,  to 
some  extent,  is  required.  By  this  system,  internal  Cancers,  located  on  some  one  or 
the  abdominal  viscera,  where  they  can  not  be  reached  by  caustics,  can  be  destroyed. 

As  some  evidence  that  the  statements  here  made  are  not  a  humbug,  like  the  ten 
thousand  and  one  advertisements  of  the  present  day,  the  subscriber  is  not  only  rea- 
dy to  explain  his  theory  to  those  who  candidly  wish  to  inform  themselves,  but  wil- 
ling to  undertake  the  treatment  of  any  Cancer,  where  the  circumstances  are  ordi- 
narily hopeful,  with  the  distinct  agreement,  that,  without  a  cure,  there  shall  be  no 
charge.  C.  NEWTON,  M.  D. 

©r.  I.  Jacobs5  Pills. 

Lobelia  Extract  Pills. — These  Pills  are  prepared  from  the  juice  of  the  green 
herb,  and  evaporated  to  the  consistency  of  a  pill  mass,  at  a  temperature  of  about  98 
degrees  Fahr.  This  is  an  admirable  mode  of  administering  lobelia,  and  considered 
preferable,  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  to  all  others.  The  Pills  are  used,  in  many 
cases,  where  vomiting  is  not  considered  necessary,  and  their  operation  is  highly 
salutary.     Price  $1,00  per  box,  accompanied  with  full  directions. 

Boneset  Extract  Pills,  designed  for  biliary  derangement,  useful  in  dyspepsia, 
morbid  state  of  the  liver,  jaundice,  &c.  Good  also  in  scrofula,  and  consumption. 
Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

Clover  Extract  Pills,  for  purifying  the  blood  and  strengthening  the  system ;  a  val- 
uable remedy,  also,  in  debility,  nervous  affections,  and  female  complaints  gener- 
ally.    Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

The  proprietor  offers  these  medicines  to  the  Profession,  with  full  confidence,  that 
thev  will  meet  the  highest  expectations. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  by  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE,  79  and  81  Blackstone 
Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Thomsouiaii  Infirmary  and  Medicine  Store. 

Dr.  WILLIAM  CLARK  may  be  consulted  at  his  Infirmary,  Nos.  80  and  8% 
Carver  Street,  Boston. 


NOTICES. 

i  The  Magnetic  Remedies  of  the  late  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M-  D. 

These  remarkable  remedies,  consisting  of  a  preparation  of  magnetized  CHLOEIDE  OF 
GOLD,  compounded  with  various  other  materials  with  great  care,  and  by  a  laborious  pro- 
cess, and  of  a  BITUMINOUS  PLASTEE,  have  been  tested,  by  an  extensive  practice  of 
twenty  five  years  continuance,  and  may  now  justly  be  considered  as  more  successful  than 
any  other  known  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  CONSUMPTION,  in  all  its  early  stages,  and 
in  all  TUBERCULOUS  or  SCROFULOUS  DISEASES.  For  this  class  of  complaints,  they 
are  now  extensively  adopted  by  physicians  in  their  own  practice,  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  They  are  prepared  by  us,  under  the  direction  of  the  Executrix  of  the  late  Dr. 
Sherwood,  to  whom,  by  his  will,  his  medical  recipes  are  intrusted,  in  the  same  manner,  in 
all  respects,  as  heretofore,  and  are  always  accompanied  by  Dr.  Sherwood's  valuable  medi- 
cal treatise  upon  the  motive  power  of  the  Human  System, — a  work  which  was  the  result 
of  many  years  of  labor  and  research,  and  which  shows,  in  the  clearest  manner,  the  princi 
pies  upon  which-  the  operation  of  his  remedies  is  founded,  and  their  mode  of  cure.  Both 
the  Treatise  and  the  Remedies  are  so  arranged,  that  they  can  be  sent  by  mail  at  a  trifling 
expense  to  any  part  of  the  Union.  All  orders  or  communications  for  medical  advice  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Subscribers,  ;H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Cliambers  Street,  New  York. 

Sherwood's  Vibrating  Magnetic  Machines. 

By  recent  improvements  in  these  machines,  their  power  is  doubled  in  cases  of  the  same 
size,  and  the  prices  reduced  to  $10,  $12  and  $14  each ;  the  $10  size  being  greatly  superior 
to  the  $12  sizes  of  other  machines.  They  have  now  more  power,  and  run  with  more 
smoothness,  and  are  better  adapted  for  magnetizing  patients,  than  any  others  in  use. 
Each  case  is  accompanied  with  a  MANUAL,  (11th  edition,  pp.  400,  32mo,)  in  the  English 
or  French  lang?iage,  according  to  order,  which  contains  clear  and  minute  directions  for 
the  proper  use  of  the  instrument  in  the  various  dise  ases  to  which  it  is  applicable,  which 
are  found  to  include  many  of  the  most  peculiar  and  obstinate  that  are  known  to  the  medi- 
cal profession.  The  Manual  also  contains  a  synopsis  of  the  different  systems  of  medical 
practice,  Allopathic,  Homcepathic,  and  Magnopathic  with  a  full  glossary. 

Physicians  and  others  are  cautioned  against  purchasing  the  imitations  of  these  machines, 
as  they  will  be  found  of  comparatively  little  value.  No  premium  has  ever  been  obtained 
over  our  Magnetic  Machines  at  the  American  or  any  other  Institute,  as  is  represented  by 
the  manufacturers  of  inferior  machines.  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 

JOB  T.  DICKENS,  M.  D., 

Thomsonian  Botanic  Physician  &z  Surgeon. 

BOTANIC  MEDICINES  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL. 

Residence — Charter  Street,  two  doors  from  State  Street,  opposite  the  Post  Office, 

Newbunjport,  Mass. 

Wm.  A.  Wright,  M.  D., 

Barnesville,  Pike  Co..,   Ga., 

Offers  his  professional  services  to  the  citizens  of  Pike,  and  will  keep  con- 
stantly on  hand  Larrabee's  Botanic  Medicines  and  the  various  compounds,  to  retail 
to  the  afflicted,, 


NOTICES. 

Dr.  E,  J.  Mattocks'  Buena  Vista  Pills. 

Purely     Vegetable. 

In  offering  this  medicine  to  the  public,  we  introduce  the  most  mild,  easy,  and  certain  ca- 
thartic ever  known ;  not  the  least  griping  or  drastic  effects  attending  their  operation.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  cure  every  form  of  disease  with  these  pills,  neither  do  we  expect  to  raise 
the  dead,  or  kill  the  living  j  but  we  do  know  that  these  pills  will  cure  diseases  of  the  liver, 
in  any  form ;  such  as  acute  or  chronic  inflammation,  jaundice  in  its  worst  stages,  dyspep- 
sia, constipated  bowels,  headache,  heartburn,  flatulency,  and  in  fevers  they  are  the  only  med- 
icine needed.  They  will  break  the  most  malignant  type,  if  taken  in  its  first  stage,  accor- 
ding to  the  directions  accompanying  each  box:  they  will  also  remove  all  female  obstruc- 
tions immediately ;  and  in  rheumatism  and  gout  they  are  an  infalible  remedy  if  persevered 
in.  In  all  affections  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary. organs,  we  can  recommend  them  as  aper^ 
fectly  safe  and  efficacious  remedy — gravel,  chronic  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  or  bladder 
stricture  can  be  cured  in  a  short  time  with  these  pills.  As  a  general  cathartic,  they  are 
the  best  ever  offered  to  the  public,  because  they  strengthen  the  bowels  and  leave  the  sys- 
tem in  a  healthy  state,  operating  without  the  least  griping  or  pain. 

Manufactured  and  sold  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  proprietor,  Dr.  E.  J.  MATTOCKS, 
at  his  Medical  Dispensary,  No.  24  Fifth  Street,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  sold  by  agents  throughout 
the  United  States. 

United  States  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Depot, 

108  John  Street ,  New   York. 

-  THIS  Establishment,  by  far  the  largest  and  most  extensive  in  this  Country,  and  proba 
bly,  in  the  world,  possesses  advantages  in" variety,  and'extensiveness  of  stock,  peculiar  to 
itself  and  difficult  to  be  found  elsewhere.  The  long  established,  and  continually  increas- 
ing trade  from  all  parts  of  the  continent,  constantly  centering  to  it,  has  given  it  a  charac- 
ter well  worth  the  name  it  bears  ;  and  the  superior  quality  and  purity  of  the  articles  fur- 
nished here,  make  that  character  envied  and  enviable. 

The  Proprietor  has,  for  above  twenty  years,  devoted  his  unremitted  personal  attention 
to  this  business,  and  customers  ordering  Herbs,  Extracts  or  Medicines,  may  rely  that  he 
will  never  suffer  the  reputation  of  this  Establishment  to  be  compromised,  by  impure, 
damaged,  spurious  or  adulterated  articles  being  put  up  in  it,  or  sent  therefrom  ;  and  those 
who  know  him  will  feel  a  perfect  assurance,  that  he  needs  no  instruction  in  pulverizing  his 
articles  without  injuring  their  medical  qualities. 

Every  variety  of  Herbs,  Eoots,  Barks,  "Extracts,  Ointments,  and  Compounds,  recom- 
mended by  the  various  Botanical  authors  of  our  Country,  constantly  kept  on  hand,  in 
large  quantities,  ready  for  shipment  at  the  shortest  notice. 

Catalogues,  containing  a  complete  list  of  his  vast  stock  of  Botanic  Simples  and 
Compounds,  Gums,  Essential  Oils,  Distilled  Waters,  Syringes,  Surgical  Instruments, 
Glass  Ware,  Medical  Works,  and  Miscellaneous  Articles,  will  be  furnished  gratis,  to  all 
post-paid  applications.  H.  WINCHESTER. 

108  John  Street,  New  Yobk. 

Bush's  Extract  of  Smilax, 

OR  SPANISH  SARSAPARILL A. 

Whence  are  the  occasional  failures  of  Sarsaparilla  ?  The  present  popularity  of  this  in- 
valuable medicine  makes  the  above  a  frequent  question  ;  and  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
state,  in  this  card,  the  most  common  causes  of  disappointment  in  the  use  of  the  medicine. 
First,  there  are  only  a  few  species  of  Sarsaparilla  that  contain  the  peculiar  virtues,  and  it 
is  well  known,  that  many  varieties  are  found  in  market,  and  are  used  by  manufacturers. 
Secondly,  the  virtues  of  Sarsaparilla  are  exceedingly  volatile,  and  are  soon  impaired  by  age  ; 
while  but  very  little  discrimination  is  generally  made  in  its  selection.  Thirdly,  the  virtues 
are  extremely  liable  to  be  impaired  and  even  entirely  lost  by  the  preparation  of  the  syrup 
or  extract. 

The  proprietors  of  this  preparation  are  happy  now  to  offer,  to  the  afflicted  public,  an  arti- 
cle in  which  all  the  causes  of  failure  have  been  studiously  avoided  ;  and  they  cannot  fail  to 
maintain  the  credit  of  this  incomparably  valuable  medicine.  The  recent  discovery  of  the 
time  Smilax  Sarsaparilla  in  the  south,  by  Prof.  I.  M.  Comings,  has  put  us  in  possession  of 
the  genuine  root  in  a  fresh  state  ;  and  a  new  method  of  preparation,  discovered  by  the  pro- 
prietors, enables  them  to  offer  to  the  purchaser  a  superior  article  of  extract  of  Sarsaparilla. 
The  attention  of  Dispensers,  Druggists,  Physicians,  and  Patients,  is  particularly  invited  to 
the  trial  of  an  article  which  is  warranted  genuine  and  superior  to  any  other  article  now 
offered  to  the  public. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  Wholesale  &  Retail,  bv  W.  &  H.  Bush  &  Co.  Principal  office, 
No.  9,  Park  St.,  Worcester,  Mass.  Al&o,  for  sale,  by  B.  0.  &  G.  C  Wilson,  No.  IS  Cen- 
tral St.  Boston  ;  by  Dr.  C.  Newton,  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Sts.,  Worcester,  Mass.  : 
and  at  all  the  principal  Druggists'  shops  and  stores,  throughout  the  N.  E.  States. 


NOTICES.          # 

Receipts  for  the  Journal,  Vol,  3d, 

From 

Paid  to 

From                                Paid  to 

Thomas  Turner, 

April     16th, 

1849, 

David  Bagley,             Dec,    16th,     1849, 

C.  B.  Newton, 

Dec.         "• 

(C 

Ebenezer  Robinson,       u         "           a 

Asa  H.  Pope, 

u          a 

u 

Albertus  G.  Bliss,           "         "           "   - 

Stephen  C.  Libby, 

(C                 M 

u 

Horatio  Marsh,                 "         «           « 

S.  M.  Davis, 

((                 It, 

u 

S   Norcross,                  July       "        1850. 

Mattso^i's  American  VegetaMe  Practice,  or  Family  Guide. 

Second  Edition,  Rjevised,  with  Important  Additions. 

I.  Anatomy,  with  a  Steel  Engraving  of  the  Human  Skeleton,  back  and  front 
view,  and  a  number  of  Wood  Illustrations. 

II.  The  Old  School  Practice. 

III.  Vegetable  Materia  Medica,  with  twenty-four  beautifully  colored  Illustrations, 

IV.  Compounds. 

V.  Description  of  Diseases,  Treatment,  &c. 

VI.  Guide  for  Women,  or  Simplified  Treatise  of  Child  Birth;  Description  of 
Diseases  of  Females  and  Infants,  &c. 

It  is  generally  conceded,  that  there  is  no  better  Botanic  Work  than  this  for  fami« 
lies.  Every  Botanic  Physician  also  should  have  a  copy  of  it  in  his  library.  It  has 
received  great  favor  in  England,  and  is  publicly  announced  there,  by  some  of  the 
educated  and  prominent  Physicians,  as  their  Guide  of  Practice. 

For  sale  by 

WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 
the  Publisher  and  Proprietor,  at  the  New  England  Botanic  Depot,  rear  of  47,  Hano- 
ver Street,  Boston,  Mass.     Also  an  extensive  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines,  and 
every  thing  that  appertains  to  an  establishment  of  the  kind,  very  low,  for  cash  or 
approved  credit. 


One  of  strict  integrity,  thorough  knowledge  of  theory,  and  of  the  simples  and  compounds 
used  in  the  practice,  (and,  if  he  has  experience,  so  much  the  better,)  who  desires  to  estab- 
lish himself  in  New  York  City,  will  be  found  an  office,  fitted  up  or  furnished,  free  of  cost, 
by  the  undersinged.  Location  good ;  and  1  know  of  no  Botanic  physician  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. He  to  have  his  practice  to  himself,  and  my  influence  therefor.  I  to  have  his  influence 
for  my  Store,  and  his  instruction  in  making  any  medicines  or  compounds,  in  which  I  might 
need  information.  Mutual  benefit,  our  Motto.  Time,  one  or  more  years,  as  may  be  agreea- 
ble. Object,  to  establish  a  permanent  business.  A  noble  opportunity  for  a  competent 
young  man,  especially  one  of  small  means.  Address,  (post  paid),  with  proper  testimoni- 
als of  capacity,  integrity,  &c.,  A.  W.  BLAKESLEY,  care  of  Dr.  Johns,  43  Bowery,  New 
York.    Reference, 

DR.  JOHNS,  OS  CUBTISS  &  TKALL,-43  Bowery, 


NOTICE. 

Laboratory  of  Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicine, 

No.  20,  South  Calvert  St Baltimore. 

THE  first  mill  erected  in  the  United  States  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing 
Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicines. 

The  subscriber  has  the  largest  and  most  complete  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines 
in  the  United  States,  comprising  all  the  various  Compounds  and  other  articles  re- 
commended by  Dr.  S.  Thomson,  besides  an  extensive  variety  of  other  approved 
Botanic  Medicines.  Having  erected  his  Steam  Mills  expressly  for  the  above  Medi- 
cines, he  is  enabled  to  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  and  warrants  his  Medicines 
to  be  genuine  and  pure,  prepared  in  the  best  manner,  and  clear  of  any  deleterious  or 
poisonous  qualities,  as  he  does  not  admit  any  thing  of  that  nature  about  his  establish- 
ment. 

An  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years,  in  the  practice,  preparation,  and  com- 
pounding of  Botanic  Medicines,  from  the  very  best  and  purest  materials  in  the  mar- 
ket, has  afforded  him  just  grounds  to  flatter  himself,  that  his  Medicines,  after  a  fair 
trial,  will  compete  with  any  which  may  be  offered  to  the  friends  of  the  BotaniG 
cause,  within  the  whole  range  of  our  country. 

JISF3  It  is  of  great  importance,  that  Practitioners,  and  others,  using  Botanic  Medi- 
cines, should  be  apprised,  that  all  the  articles  manufactured  at  his  establishment  are 
■pulverized, — not  ground, — between  an  upper  and  nether  mill-stone ;  as  the  latter 
process  heats,  and  consequently  injures,  if  it  does  not  destroy  the  medical  virtues  of 
all  articles  submitted  to  such  an  operation. 

On  hand  all  the  various  Medical  Works  on  the  Botanic  System,  together  with  a 
general  assortment  of  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  and  all  the  articles  connected  with  the 
business.  Those  wishing  pure  Medicines  can  be  supplied  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms  by  EPH'M.  LARRABEE. 

May,  1847. 

Medical    Notice. 
1.  Ifk  COMINGS,  M.  ©., 

Having  located  himself  permanently  in  Worcester,  is  prepared  to  treat  the  various  forms 
of  Chronic  Disease.  He  has  given  his  attention  particularly  to  this  class  of  complaints 
for  some  years,  and  been  very  successful  in  his  treatment.  He  feels  a  confidence  in  solicit- 
ing the  patronage  of  those  who  are  unfortunately  afflicted  with  Scrofula,  or  any  Cutaneous 
Eruption,  Rheumatism,  Liver  Complaint,  or  any  Affection  of  the  Kidneys,  with  Old  Sores 
or  Ulcers,  &c. 

He  has  cured  cases  of  White  Swelling  that  have  defied  the  treatment  of  the  best  Old 
School  physicians,  and  where  amputation  has  been  pronounced  absolutely  necessary. 

Those  from  a  distance,  who  may  desire  to  consult  him,  can  do  so  by  letter ;  stating  mi- 
nutely the  symptoms  and  history  of  the  case.  To  such,  he  can  send  medicines,  by  Express 
or  Mail,  with  the  necessary  directions.  The  patient  can  thus,  at  a  trifling  expense,  have 
the  opportunity  to  test  his  skill  without  a  personal  visit. 

Two  or  three  young  men  who  wish  to  pursue  the  study  of  medicine  can  be  entered  as 
students  with  him. 

Worcester,  May,  1849. 

Notice. 

The  subscriber,  having  recently  purchased,  of  Dr.  Pike,  his  stock  of  medicine,  would 
invite  his  old  Mends  and  the  patrons  of  the  New  England  Thomsonian  Depot,  to  call  on 
him  at  the  old  stand,  where  he  intends  to  furnish  good  medicines  at  fair  prices.  He  is 
also  agent  for  Strong  &  Osgood's  Physianthropic  Pills,  and  Dr.  Pike's  Pain  Alleviator. 

Boston,  May  1,  1849.  JAMES  OSGOOD. 

J.  Jackson,  WL.  I>.5  Botanic  Physician, 

No.  102,  Court  Street boston. 

House,  No.  42,  Poplar  Street.     Calls  in  the  city  and  country  attended  to. 
SES^  Botanic  Medicines*  wholesale  and  retail,       , 


NOTICES. 

Wilson's  Tbomsoiiian  and  Botanic  laboratory 5 

No.  18,  Central  Street Boston,  Mass. 

Idp3  The  subscribers  would  respectfully  inform  the  public,  that  they  have  recently 
opened  the  above  establishment,  where  may  be  found  an  extensive  assortment  of  Bo- 
tanic and  Thomsonian  Medicines,  Shaker  Herbs,  Extracts,  Oils,  &c.     Syringes  of 
I  all  kinds,  and  all  the  different  Medical  Works  upon  the  reformed  system  of  practice 
i  published  in  the  United  States ;  also,  Brandy,  Wines,  and  other  liquors  of  the  choic- 
est brands,  for  medicinal  purposes  only. 

Having  made  arrangements  to  obtain  all  articles,  that  are  indigenous  to  this  coun- 
i  try,  directly  from  those  parts  where  they  are  grown,  and  found  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance and  perfection,  they  are  prepared  to  supply  Wholesale  Dealers,  Practitioners, 
and  others,  with  medicines  of  superior  quality ',  at  prices  as  low  as  they  are  sold  at  any 
similar  establishment  in  the  country.  The  utmost  care  will  be  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  Compounds.  Medicines  neatly  put  up  in  small  packages,  and  labelled  with 
full  directions  for  family  use,  if  required,  and  safely  packed  for  any  climate. 

Orders,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  from  the  most  distant  sections  of  the  country, 
promptly  and  faithfully  attended  to.  B.  OSGOOD  WILSON, 

G.  CARLOS  WILSON. 

Dr.  Skinner's  Clarified  Oil  of  Ccd-Fish  Liver, 

For  the  cure  of  Consumption,  Scrofula,  Rheumatism,  &c.  The  medicinal  vir- 
tues  of  this  valuable  Oil  are  truly  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  age.  Con- 
sumption and  Scrofula  will  yield  to  its  influence  in  nine  cases  out  of  every  ten. 

Sold  by  Dr.  S.  at  his  office,  60  1-2  Cornhill  (up  stairs)  Boston,  wholesale  and  retail. 
Large  bottles  75  cents — small  ones  37  1-2  cents.  Descriptive  pamphlets  and  cases 
of  cures,  in  this  city  and  in  the  country,  to  be  had  gratis  at  this  office.  The  Oil  is 
recommended  and  approved  by  most  of  the  physicians  of  Boston. 

Druggists  and  the  Profession  supplied  at  the  usual  discount. 

New  York  State  Tbomsonian  and  Botanic  Hepot. 

NO.  49  WASHINGTON  STREET,  ALBANY. 

Dr.  A.  MOSHER,  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Med- 
icines, Shaker  Herbs,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Extracts,  Ointments, 
Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually  kept  in  Bo- 
tanic Stores. 

Also,  Family  Medicines,  of  all  kinds,  put  up  in  packages,  with  directions  for  fam- 
ily use  ;  together  with  / 

Mosher's  Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,   Yellow  Dock-,  and  Wild 

Cherry, 
a  new,  and  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  the  removal  and  permanent  cure  of  diseases 
arising  from  an  impure  state  of  the  blood. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  subscribers,  No.  49,  Washing- 
ton Street,  Albany,  and  also  by  their  authorized  agents,  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. 

A.  MOSHER  &  CO. 

The  above  Compounds  may  be  had  at  the  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets,, 
Worcester,  Mass. 


NOTICES. 

Worcester  Medical  Institution. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY,  &c. 

The  course  of  study  required  by  this  Institution  is  intended  k>  occupy  three  full  years  ; 
and  candidates  for  the  regular  degree  of  M.  D.  must  have  attefroed  two  full  Courses  of  Medi- 
cal Lectures  in  some  established  Medical  College,  one  of  which  must  have  been  in  thisTnsti- 
tution.  They  must  present  satisfactory  testimonials  of  good  moral  character ;  must  have 
a  competent  literary  education  ;  and  must  well  sustain  an  examination  in  the  various 
branches  of  medical  study,  as  contained  in  our  Course  of  Lectures,  and  in  the  text-books 
which  we  recommend,  or  equivalents. 

The  following  are  the  principal  authors  recommended  :— 

On  Anatomy — Wilson,  Quain,  Wistar,  Paxton,  and  Harrison. 

On  Surgery — Pancoast,  Druitt,  Liston,  Cooper,  Velpeau,  and  Castle. 

On  Physiology — Carpenter,  Oliver,  Muller,  and  Dunglison. 

On  Pathology — Gross,  Chomel,  Gallup,  and  Watson. 

On  Materia  Medica — Kost,  and  Pereira,Wood  and  Bache. 

On  Auscultation  and  Percussion — Lsennec,  Williams,  Gerhard,  Bowditeh,  and  Watson. 

On  Theory  and  Practice — Watson,  Mackintosh,  Elliotson  and  Stewartson,  Kost,  Mattson, 
Howard,  Worthy,  Comfort,  Smith,  Curtis,  and  Thomson. 

On  the  Institutes  of  Medicine— Gallup  and  Curtis. 

On  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  peczdiar  to  Women  and  Children—* Churchill,  Eberle,  Chailly, 
Maygrier,  Velpeau,  Beach,  and  Curtis. 

On  Medical  Jurisprudence— Beck  and  Williams. 

On  Chemistry — Gray,  Silliman,  and  Turner. 

On  Botany — Eaton,  Bigelow,  Gray,  and  Wood. 
The  following  are  the  members  of  the  Faculty : — ' 

C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Pnysiology  and  Pathology. 

I.  M.  Comings,  M.  D.,  Professorof  Theory  and  Practice,  and  Obstetrics. 

J.  Kost,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany. 

E.  M.  Parritt,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and,  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Walter  Burnham,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery. 

The  present  Course  of  Lectures  commenced  on  the  first  Thursday  in  March,  1849,  and 
will  continue  fourteen  weeks.  The  fee  for  a  full  Course  is  $50,  in  advance,  with  a  matricu- 
lation fee  of  $3.  Of  those  who  have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges, 
810  only  are  required.  Graduates  will  be  charged,  in  addition,  $1S  for  a  Diploma.  Good 
board  can  be  had  for  $2,25  per  week. 

The  text-books  recommended  are  consulted  ecleetically  j — authoritatively,  indeed,  so 
far  as  they  are  descriptive  of  actual  conditions,  as  in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 
the  like  ;  but  otherwise  with  care  fid  discrimination, — the  fundamental  peculiarity  of  what  is 
taught  in  this  Institution  being,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  employing  poisons  of  any  kind 
as  medicinal  agents  ;  and  that  the  object,  in  exhibiting  any  remedy,  should  be  to  sustain, 
and  not  to  depress  the  vital  powers.         * 

Quite  extensive  accessions  have,  of  late,  been  made  to  the  Anatomical  and  Chemical  Ap- 
paratus, Library,  &c.  The  Faculty  of  the  Institution  now  constitute  a  full  and  eminently 
able  Board  of  Instruction ;  and  the  facilities  to  be  enjoyed  by  students  are,  in  every  way, 
ample.  Dissections,  surgical  operations,  illustrations,  and  experiments,  are  conducted  in 
the  most  advantageous  and  instructive  manner. 

During  the  past  year  several  valuable  specimens  of  Morbid  Anatomy  have  been  added 
to  the  Anatomical  Cabinet,  as  donations  from  friends  of  the  Institution.  Other  like  favors, 
and  any  such  preparations  as  are  adapted  to  faciltate  illustrative  teaching,  in  any  of  the 
departments,  are  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicited.  C.  NEWTON,  Dean. 

The  Blew  England  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 

Is  published  on  the  1st  and  16th  of  every  month,  by  C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  at  No.  1, 
corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets,  Worcester,  Mass.  Each  number  contains  six- 
teen, pages  octavo,  with  a  double  cover,  and  the  numbers  of  one  year  constitute  a 
volume.  Terms, — to  subscribers  paying  in  advance,  $1,00  per  year.  Those  delay- 
ing payment  three  months,  will  be  charged  $1,25  ;  and  those  delaying  six  months, 
$1,50.  '  As  the  price,  in  comparison  to  the  amount  of  matter  afforded,  is  exceeding- 
ly low,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  advance  payment  be  insisted  on,  or  that  a  fair  equiv- 
alent for  delay  be  required.  The  paper  has  received  numerous  testimonials  of  high 
approbation,  and  has  now  obtained  an  extensive  circulation,  not  only  in  New  Eng- 
land, but  also  in  the  South  and  the  West.  It  is  designed  for  domestic  as  well  as 
professional  use,  and  should  be  in  every  family .  All  remittances  and  commu- 
nications pertaining  to  it,  should  be  directed,  post  paid,  to  the  Editor.  Any  person 
forwarding,  post  paid,  the  names  of  four  subscribers,  and  remitting  $4,  shall  re 
ceive  a  fifth  copy  gratis. 


This  Sheet  is  subject  to  Newspaper  Postage  only. 
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NOTICES. 

Cancers  Cured, 

BY    MEANS    HERETOFORE    UNKNOWN. 

The  subscriber  is  now  prnpared  to  announce,  that  he  has  in  his  possession  the 
means  of  removing  Cancers, — not  only  without  the  aid  of  the  knife,  but  ordinarily 
without  the  use  of  escharotics,  and  also  without  extraction  in  any  form.  The  sys- 
tem of  operation  is  based  on  the  leading  principles  of  H.  H,  Sherwood,  M.  D., — 
that  the  human  organization  is  a  sort  of  galvanic  battery,  the  nerves  of  which  are 
the  conductors,  and  the  nervo-vital  fluid  is  the  electric  fluid  of  the  battery.  The 
system  supposes,  that,  by  a  proper  increase  and  direction  of  electric  power,  the  vital 
energies  can  be  so  augmented,  as  effectually  to  destroy,  and,  by  means  of  the  ab* 
sorbents,  eradicate  from  the  body  the  cancerous  growth.  Occasionally,  however, 
when  extirpation  by  the  knife  has  been  attempted,  the  use  of  vegetable  caustics,  to 
some  extent,  is  required.  By  this  system,  internal  Cancers,  located  on  some  one  or 
the  abdominal  viscera,  where  they  can  not  be  reached  by  caustics,  can  be  destroyed. 

As  some  evidence  that  the  statements  here  made  are  not  a  humbug,  like  the  ten 
thousand  and  one  advertisements  of  the  present  day,  the  subscriber  is  not  only  rea- 
dy to  explain  his  theory  to  those  who  candidly  wish  to  inform  themselves,  but  wil- 
ling to  undertake  the  treatment  of  any  Cancer,  where  the  circumstances  are  ordi. 
narily  hopeful,  with  the  distinct  agreement,  that,  without  a  cure,  there  shall  be  no 
charge.  C.  NEWTON,  M.  D. 

Dr.  I.  Jacobs'  Pills. 

Lobelia  Extract  Pills. — These  Pills  are  prepared  from  the  juice  of  the  green 
herb,  and  evaporated  to  the  consistency  of  a  pill  mass,  at  a  temperature  of  about  98 
degrees  Fahr.  This  is  an  admirable  mode  of  administering  lobelia,  and  considered 
preferable,  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  to  all  others.  The  Pills  are  used,  in  many 
cases,  where  vomiting  is  not  considered  necessary,  and  their  operation  is  highly 
salutary.     Price  $1,00  per  box,  accompanied  with  full  directions. 

Boneset  Extract  Pills,  designed  for  biliary  derangement,  useful  in  dyspepsia, 
morbid  state  of  the  liver,  jaundice,  &c.  Good  also  in  scrofula,  and  consumption, 
Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

Clover  Extract  Pills,  for  purifying  the  blood  and  strengthening  the  system ;  a  val- 
uable remedy,  also,  in  debility,  nervous  affections,  and  female  complaints  gener- 
ally.    Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

The  proprietor  offers  these  medicines  to  the  Profession,  with  full  confidence,  that 
they  will  mee,t  the  highest  expectations. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  by  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE,  79  and  81  Blackstone 
Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Thomsonian  Infirmary  and  Medicine  Store. 

Dr.  WILLIAM  CLARK  may  be  consulted  at  his  Infirmary,  Jfos.  80  and  82, 
Carver  Street,  Boston. 


NOTICES. 

The  Magnetic  Remedies  of  the  late  H-  H.  Sherwood,  M.  D- 

These  remarkable  remedies,  consisting  of  a  preparation  of  magnetized  CHLORIDE  OF 
•GOLD,  compounded  with  various  other  materials  with  great  care,  and  by  a  laborious  pro- 
cess, and  of  a  BITUMINOUS  PLASTER,  have  been  tested,  by  an  extensive  practice  of 
twenty  five  years  continuance,  and  may  now  justly  be  considered  as  more  successful  than 
any  other  known  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  CONSUMPTION,  in  all  its  early  stages,  and 
in  all  TUBERCULOUS  or  SCROFULOUS  DISEASES.  For  this  class  of  complaints,  they 
are  now  extensively  adopted  by  physicians  in  their  own  practice,  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  They  are  prepared  by  us,  under  the  direction  of  the  Executrix  of  the  late  Dr. 
Sherwood,  to  whom,  by  his  will,  his  medical  recipes  are  intrusted,  in  the  same  manner,  in 
all  respects,  as  heretofore,  and  are  always  accompanied  by  Dr.  Sherwood's  valuable  medi- 
cal treatise  upon  the  motive  power  of  the  Human  System, — a  work  which  was  the  result 
of  many  years  of  labor  and  research,  and  which  shows,  in  the  clearest  manner,  the  princi 
ple3  upon  which  the  operation  of  his  remedies  is  founded,  and  their  mode  of  cure.  Both 
the  Treatise  and  the  Remedies  are  so  arranged,  that  they  can  be  sent  by  mail  at  a  trifling 
-expense  to  any  part  of  the  Union.  All  orders  or  communications  for  medical  advice-should 
be  addressed  to  the  Subscribers,  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  N6w  York. 

Sherwood's  Vibrating  Magnetic  Machines. 

By  recent  improvements  in  these  machines,  their  power  is  doubled  in  cases  of  the  sattfef 
size,  and  the  prices  reduced  to  $V),  S12  and  S14  each  ;  the  $10  size  being  greatly  superior 
to  the  $12  sizes  of  other  machines.  They  have  now  more  power,  and  run  with  more 
smoothness,  and  are  better  adapted  for  magnetizing  patients,  than  any  others  in  use. 
Each  case  is  accompanied  with  a  MANUAL,  {Uth.  edition,  pp.  400,  32mo,)  in  the  English 
or  French  language,  according  to  order,  which  contains  clear  and  minute  directions  for 
the  proper  use  of  the  instrument  in  the  various  diseases  to  which  it  is  applicable,  which 
are  found  to  include  many  of  the  most  peculiar  and  obstinate  that  are  known  to  the  medi- 
cal profession.  The  Manual  also  contains  a  synopsis  of  the  different  systems  of  medical 
practice,  Allopathic,  Homoepathic,  and  Magnopathic  with  a  full  glossary. 

Physicians  and  others  are  cautioned  against  purchasing  the  imitations  of  these  machines, 
as  they  will  be  found  of  comparatively  little  value.  No  premium  has  ever  been  obtained 
over  our  Magnetic  Machines  at  the  American  or  any  other  Institute,  as  is  represented  by 
the  manufacturers  of  inferior  machines.  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street^  New  York. 

JOB  T.  DICKENS,  M.  D., 

Thomsonian  isotonic  Physician  &  Surgeon. 

BOTANIC  MEDICINES  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL. 

Residence — Charter  Street,  two  doors  from  State  Street,  opposite  the  Post  Office, 

Newburyport,  Mass. 

Wm.  A.  Wright,  ML  D., 

Barnesville,  Pike  Co.,  Ga., 

Offers  his  professional  services  to  the  citizens  of  Pike,  and  will  keep  con- 
stantly on  hand  Larrabee's  Botanic  Medicines  and  the  various  compounds,  to  retail 
to  the  afflicted* 


NOTICES. 

Dr.  E.  J,  Mattocks'  Buena  Vista  Pills. 

Purely     Vegetable. 

In  offering  this  medicine  to  the  public,  we  introduce  the  most  mild,  easy,  and  certain  ca- 
thartic ever  known  j  not  the  least  griping  or  drastic  effects  attending  their  operation.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  cure  every  form  of  disease  with  these  pills,  neither  do  we  expect  to  raise 
the  dead,  or  kill  the  living  ;  but  we  do  know  that  these  pills  will  cure  diseases  of  the  liver, 
in  any  form  ;  such  as  acute  or  chronic  inflammation,  jaundice  in  its  worst  stages,  dyspep- 
sia, constipated  bowels,  headache,  heartburn,  flatulency,  and  in  fevers  they  are  the  only  med- 
icine needed.  They  will  oreak  the  most  malignant  type,  if  taken  in  its  first  stage,  accor- 
ding to  the  directions  accompanying  each  box:  they  will  also  remove  all  female  obstruc- 
tions immediately  ;  and  in  rheumatism  and  gout  they  are  an  infalible  remedy  if  persevered 
in.  In  all  affections  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  organs,  we  can  recommend  them  as  a  per- 
fectly safe  and  efficacious  remedy — gravel,  chronic  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  or  bladder 
stricture  can  be  cured  in  a  short  time  with  these  pills.  As  a  general  cathartic,  they  are 
the  best  ever  offered  to  the  public,  because  they  strengthen  the  bowels  and  leave  the  sys- 
tem in  a  healthy  state,  operating  without  the  least  griping  or  pain. 

Manufactured  and  sold  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  proprietor,  Dr.  E.  J.  MATTOCKS, 
at  his  Medical  Dispensary,  No.  24  Fifth  Street,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  sold  by  agents  throughout 
the  United  States. 

United  States  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Depot, 

108  John  Street ,  New   York. 

THIS  Establishment,  by  far  the  largest  and  most  extensive  in  this  Country,  and  proba 
bly,  in  the  world,  possesses  advantages  in  variety,  and  extensiveness  of  stock,  peculiar  to 
itself  and  difficult  to  be  found  elsewhere.  The  long  established,  and  continually  increas- 
ing trade  from  all  parts  of  the  continent,  constantly  centering  to  it,  has  given  it  a  charac- 
ter well  worth  the  name  it  bears  ;  and  the  superior  quality  and  purity  of  the  articles  fur- 
nished here,  make  that  character  envied  and  enviable, 

The  Proprietor  has,  for  above  twenty  years,  devoted  his  unremitted  personal  attention 
to  this  business,  and  customers  ordering  Herbs,  Extracts  or  Medicines,  may  rely  that  he 
will  never  suffer  the  reputation  of  this  Establishment  to  be  compromised,  by  'impure, 
damaged,  spurious  or  adulterated  articles  being  put  up  in  it,  or  sent  therefrom  5  and  those 
who  know  him  will  feel  a  perfect  assurance,  that  he  needs  no  instruction  in  pulverizing  his 
articles  without  injuring  their  medical  qualities. 

Every  variety  of  Herbs,  Roots,  Barks,  Extracts,  Ointments,  and  Compounds,  recom- 
mended by  the  various  Botanical  authors  of  our  Country,  constantly  kept  on  hand,  in 
large  quantities,  ready  for  shipment  at  the  shortest  notice. 

Catalogues,  containing  a  complete  list  of  his  vast  stock  of  Botanic  Simples  and 
Compounds,  Gums,  Essential  Oils,  Distilled  Waters,  Syringes,  Surgical  Instruments, 
Glass  Ware,  Medical  Works,  and  Miscellaneous  Articles,  will  be  furnished  gratis,  to  all 
post-paid  applications.  H.  WINCHESTER. 

108  John  Street,  New  Yokx. 

Bush's  Extract  of  Smilax, 

OR  SPANISH  SARSAPARILLA. 

"Whence  are  the  occasional  failures  of  Sarsaparilla  ?  The  present  popularity  of  this  in- 
valuable medicine  makes  the  above  a  frequent  question  ;  and  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
state,  in  this  card,  the  most  common  causes  of  disappointment  in  the  use  of  the  medicine. 
First,  there  are  only  a  few  species  of  Sarsaparilla  that  contain  the  peculiar  virtues,  and  it 
is  well  known,  that  many  varieties  are  found  in  market,  and  are  used  by  manufacturers. 
Secondly,  the  virtues  of  Sarsaparilla  are  exceedingly  volatile,  and  are  soon  impaired  by  age  j 
while  but  very  little  discrimination  is  generally  made  in  its  selection.  Thirdly,  the  virtues 
are  extremely  liable  to  be  impaired  and  eveu  entirely  lost  by  the  preparation  of  the  syrup 
or  extract. 

The  proprietors  of  this  preparation  are  happy  now  to  offer,  to  the  afflicted  public,  an  arti- 
cle in  which  all  the  causes  of  failure  have  been  studiously  avoided ;  and  they  cannot  fail  to 
maintain  the  credit  of  this  incomparably  valuable  medicine.  The  recent  discovery  of  the 
true  Smilax  Sarsaparilla  in  the  south,  by  Prof.  I.  M.  Comings,  has  put  us  in  possession  of 
the  genuine  root  in  a  fresh  state  ;  and  a  new  method  of  preparation ,  discovered  by  the  pro- 
prietors, enables  them  to  offer  to  the  purchaser  a  superior  article  of  extract  of  Sarsaparilla. 
The  attention  of  Dispensers,  Druggists,  Physicians,  and  Patients,  is  particularly  invited  to 
the  trial  of  an  article  which  is  warranted  genuine  and  superior  to  any  other  article  now 
offered  to  the  public. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  Wholesale  &  Retail,  by  W.  &  H.  Bush  &  Co.  Principal  office, 
No.  9,  Park  St.,  Worcester,  Mass.  Ab,o,  for  sale,  by  B.  0.  &  G.  G.  Wilson,  No.  IS  Cen- 
tral St.  Boston  ;  by  Dr.  C.  Newton,  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Sts.,  Worcester,  Mass.  5 
and  at  all  the  principal  Druggists'  shops  and  stores,  throughout  the  N.  E.  States. 


NOTICES. 


From 

W.  G.  Cox,  June 

Oliver  Cook,  July 

Mary  A.Dillingham,  Dec. 

Elon  G.  Niles,  " 

Caleb  Campbell,  " 

J.  F.  Moses,  " 

T.  J.  Symonds,  " 

David  Vining,  " 

Lewis  M.  Benson,  " 


Receipts  for  the 

Paid  to 
1st,     1849. 
16th, 


Journal,  Vol.  3d. 

From, 
Nathaniel  Brooks, 
Orran  P.  Warren, 
Joseph  Jackson, 
Charles  L.  Huse, 
Joseph  E.  Huse, 
C.  S.  Tottman, 
J.  W   Johnson, 
Isaac  Davis, 
Aaron  Bassett, 


Dec. 


Paid  to 
16th,    1849, 


June      j  st,     1850. 


Mattson's  American  Vegetable  Practice,  or  Family  Guide. 

Second  Edition,  Revised,  with  Important  Additions. 

I.  Anatomy,  with  a  Steel  Engraving  of  the  Human  Skeleton,  back  and  front 
view,  and  a  number  of  Wood  Illustrations. 

II.  The  Old  School  Practice. 

III.  Vegetable  Materia  Medica,  with  twenty-four  beautifully  colored  Illustrations. 

IV.  Compounds. 

V.  Description  of  Diseases,  Treatment,  &c. 

VI.  Guide  for  Women,  or  Simplified  Treatise  of  Child  Birth;  Description  of 
Diseases  of  Females  and  Infants,  &c. 

It  is  generally  conceded,  that  there  is  no  better  Botanic  Work  than  this  for  fami- 
lies. Every  Botanic  Physician  also  should  have  a  copy  of  it  in  his  library.  It  has 
received  great  favor  in  England,  and  is  publicly  announced  there,  by  some  of  the 
educated  and  prominent  Physicians,  as  their  Guide  of  Practice, 

For  sale  by 

WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 
the  Publisher  and  Proprietor,  at  the  New  England  Botanic  Depot,  rear  of  47,  Hano- 
ver Street,  Boston,  Mass.     Also  an  extensive  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines,  and 
every  thing  that  appertains  to  an  establishment  of  the  kind,  very  low,  for  cash  or 
approved  credit. 

AGENCY. 

The  subscriber  is  agent  for  all  popular  weeklv,  monthlv,  and  quarter! y  Journals. 
Petersburg,  iV.  Y.  W.  K.  SCBIVEN. 


s 

NOTICE. 

laboratory  of  Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicine, 

No.  20,  South  Calvert  St Baltimore.* 

THE  first  mill  erected  in  the  United  States  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing 
Thomsonian  Botanic  Medcines. 

The  subscriber  has  the  largest  and  most  complete  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines 
in  the  United  States,  comprising  all  the  various  Compounds  and  other  articles  re- 
commended by  Dr.  S.  Thomson,  besides  an  extensive  variety  of  other  approved 
Botanic  Medicines.  Having  erected  his  Steam  Mills  expressly  for  the  above  Medi- 
cines, he  is  enabled  to  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  and  warrants  his  Medicines 
to  be  genuine  and  pure,  prepared  in  the  best  manner,  and  clear  of  any  deleterious  or 
poisonous  qualities,  as  he  does  not  admit  any  thing  of  that  nature  about  his  establish- 
ment. 

An  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years,  in  the  practice,  preparation,  and  com- 
pounding of  Botanic  Medicines,  from  the  very  best  and  purest  materials  in  the  mar- 
ket, has  afforded  him  just  grounds  to  flatter  himself,  that  his  Medicines,  after  a  fair 
trial,  will  compete  with  any  which  may  be  offered  to  the  friends  of  the  Botanic 
cause,  within  the  whole  range  of  our  country. 

I^3  It  is  of  great  importance,  that  Practitioners,  and  others,  using  Botanic  Medi- 
cines, should  be  apprised,  that  all  the  articles  manufactured  at  his  establishment  are 
pulverized, — not  ground, — between  an  upper  and  nether  mill-stone  ;  as  the  latter 
process  heats,  and  consequently  injures,  if  it  does  not  destroy  the  medical  virtues  of 
all  articles  submitted  to  such  an  operation. 

On  hand  all  the  various  Medical  Works  on  the  Botanic  System,  together  with  a 
general  assortment  of  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  and  all  the  articles  connected  with  the 
business.  Those  wishing  pure  Medicines  can  be  supplied  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms  by  EPH'M.  LARRABEE. 

May,  .1847. 

Medical    Notice. 

i.  in.  comings,  m.  d#, 

Having  located  himself  permanently  in  Worcester,  is  prepared  to  treat  the  various  forms 
of  Chronic  Disease.  He  has  given  his  attention  particularly  to  this  class  of  complaints 
for  some  years,  and  been  very  successful  in  his  treatment.  He  feels  a  confidence  in  solicit- 
ing the  patronage  of  those  who  are  unfortunately  afflicted  with  Scrofula,  or  any  Cutaneous 
Eruption,  Rheumatism,  Liver  Complaint,  or  any  Affection  of  the  Kidneys,  with  Old  Sores 
or  Ulcers,  &c. 

He  has  cured  cases  of  White  Swelling  that  have  defied  the  treatment  of  the  best  Old 
School  physicians,  and  where  amputation  has  been  pronounced  absolutely  necessary. 

Those  from  a  distance,  who  may  desire  to  consult  him,  can  do  so  by  letter;  stating  mi- 
nutely the  symptoms  and  history  of  the  case.  To  such,  he  can  send  medicines,  by  Express 
or  Mail,  with  the  necessary  directions.  The  patient  can  thus,  at  a  trifling  expense,  have 
the  opportunity  to  test  his  skill  without  a  personal  visit. 

Two  or  three  young  men  who  wish  to  pursue  the  study  of  medicine  can  be  entered  as 
students  with  him. 

Worcester,  May,  18-19. 

Notice. 

The  subscriber,  having  recently  purchased,  of  Dr.  Pike,  his  stock  of  medicine,  would 
invite  his  old  friends  and  the  patrons  of  the  New  England  Thomsonian  Depot,  to  call  on 
him  at  the  old  stand,  where  he  intends  to  furnish  good  medicines  at  fair  prices.  He  is 
also  agent  for  Strong  &  Osgood's  Physianthropic  Pills,  and  Dr.  Pike's  Pain  Alleviator. 

Boston,  May  1,  1849.  JAMES  OSGOOD. 

J.  Jackson,  II.  D.,  Botanic  Physician, 

No.  102,  Court  Street. .,  .boston. 
House,  No.  42,  Poplar  Street.     Calls  in  the  city  and  country  attended  to. 
B3P  Botanic  Medicines,  wholesale  and  retail. 


NOTICES. 

'Wilson's  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  laboratory 9 

iW,   18,  Central  Street Boston,  Mass. 

ISP^  The  subscribers  would  respectfully  inform  the  public,  that  they  have  recently 
opened  the  above  establishment,  where  may  be  found  an  extensive  assortment  of  Bo- 
tanic and  Thomsonian  Medicines,  Shaker  Herbs,  Extracts,  Oils,  &c.  Syringes  of 
all  kinds,  and  all  the  different  Medical  Works  upon  the  reformed  system  of  practice 
published  in  the  United  States ;  also,  Brandy,  Wines,  and  other  liquors  of  the  choic- 
est brands,  for  medicinal  purposes  only. 

Having  made  arrangements  to  obtain  all  articles,  that  are  indigenous  to  this  coun- 
try, directly  from  those  parts  where  they  are  grown,  and  found  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance and  perfection,  they  are  prepared  to  supply  Wholesale  Dealers,  Practitioners, 
and  others,  with  medicines  of  superior  quality,  at  prices  as  low  as  they  are  sold  at  any 
similar  establishment  in  the  country.  The  utmost  care  will  be  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion  of  Compounds.  Medicines  neatly  put  up  in  small  packages,  and  labelled  with 
full  directions  for  family  use,  if  required,  and  safely  packed  for  any  climate. 

Orders,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  from  the  most  distant  sections  of  the  country, 
promptly  and  faithfully  attended  to.  B.  OSGOOD  WILSON, 

G.  CARLOS  WILSON. 

Dr.  Skinner's  Clarified  Oil  of  God-Fish  Liver, 

For  the  cure  of  Consumption,  Scrofula,  Rheumatism,  &c.  The  medicinal  vir- 
tues of  this  valuable  Oil  are  truly  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  age.  Con- 
sumption and  Scrofula  will  yield  to  its  influence  in  nine  cases  out  of  every  ten. 

Sold  by  Dr.  S.  at  his  office,  60  1-2  Cornhill  (up  stairs)  Boston,  wholesale  and  retail. 
Large  bottles  75  cents — small  ones  37  1-2  cents.     Descriptive  pamphlets  and  cases 
of  cures,  in  this  city  and  in  the  country,  to  be  had  gratis  at  this  office.     The  Oil  is 
recommended  and  approved  by  most  of  the  physicians  of  Boston. 
Druggists  and  the  Profession  supplied  at  the  usual  discount. 

I¥ew  York  State  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  l>epot. 

NO.  49  WASHINGTON  STREET,  ALBANY. 

Dr.  A.  MOSHER,  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Med- 
icines, Shaker  Herbs,  Medical  Books,  Class  Ware,  Syringes,  Extracts,  Ointments, 
Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually  kept  in  Bo- 
tanic Stores. 

Also,  Family  Medicines,  of  all  kinds,  put  up  in  packages,  with  directions  for  fam- 
ily use ;  together  with 

Mosher's  Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,   Yellow  Dock,  and  Wild 

Cherry, 
a  new,  and  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  the  removal  and  permanent  cure  of  diseases 
arising  from  an  impure  state  of  the  blood. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  subscribers,  No.  49,  Washing- 
ton Street,  Albany,  and  also  by  their  authorized  agents,  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. 

A.  MOSHER  &  CO. 

The  above  Compounds  may  be  had  at  the  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets, 
Worcester,  Mass. 


NOTICES. 

Worcester  JTIedical  Institution. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY,  &c. 

The  course  of  study  required  by  this  Institution  is  intended  to  occupy  three  full  years  ; 
and  candidates  for  the  regular  degree  of  M.  D.  must  have  attended  two  full  Courses  of  Medi- 
cal Lectures  in  some  established  Medical  College,  one  of  which  must  have  been  in  this  Insti- 
tution. They  must  present  satisfactory  testimonials  of  good  moral  character  ;  must  hava 
a  competent  literary  education  ;  and  must  well  sustain  an  examination  in  the  various 
branches  of  medical  study,  as  contained  in  our  Course  of  Lectures,  and  in  the  text-books 
which  we  recommend,  or  equivalents. 

The  following  are  the  principal  authors  recommended  :— 

On  Anatomy — Wilson,  Quain,  Wistar,  Paxton,  and  Harrison. 

On  Surgery — Pancoast,  Druitt,  Liston,  Cooper,  Velpeau,  and  Castle. 

On  Physiology — Carpenter,  Oliver,  Muller,  and  Dunglison. 

On  Pathology—  Gross,  Chomel.  Gallup,  and  Watson. 

On  Materia  Medica — Kost,  Pereira,  and  Wood  and  Bache. 

On  Auscultation  and  Percussion — Laennec,  Williams,  Gerhard,  Bowditch,  and  Watson. 

On  Tk-ory  and  Practice — Watson,  Mackintosh,  tlliotson  and  Stewartson,  Kost,  Mattson, 
Howard,  Worthy,  Comfort,  Smith,  Curtis,  and  Thomson. 

On  the  Institutes  of  Medicine — Gallup  and  Curtis. 

On  Obstetrics  a?id  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  Children — Churchill,  Eberle,  Chailly, 
Maygrier,  Velpeau,  Beach,  and  Curtis. 

On  Medical  Jurisprudence — Beck  and  Williams. 

On  Chemistry — Gray,  Fownes,  and  Turner.        •    . 

On  Botany — Eaton,  Bigelow,  Gray,  and  Wood. 
The  following  are  the  members  of  the  Faculty : — 

C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

I.  M.  Comings,  M.  D.,  Professorof  Theory  and  Practice,  and  Obstetrics. 

J.  Kost,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany. 

E.  M.  Parritt,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Walter  Burnham,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery. 

The  next  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Thursday  in  March,  1850,  and 
continue  fourteen  weeks.  The  fee  for  a  full  Course  is  $50,  in  advance,  with  a  matricu- 
lation fee  of  $3.  Of  those  who  have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges, 
$10  only  are  required.  Graduates  will  be  charged,  in  addition,  $18  for  a  Diploma.  Good 
board  can  be  had  for  $2,25  per  week. 

The  text-books  recommended  are  consulted  ecleotically  ; — authoritatively,  indeed,  so 
far  as  they  are  descriptive  of  actual  conditions,  as  in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 
the  like  ;  but  otherwise  with  careful  discrimination, — the  fundamental  peculiarity  of  what  is 
taught  in  this  Institution  being,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  employing  poisons  of  any  kind 
as  medicinal  agents  ;  and  that  the  object,  in  exhibiting  any  remedy,  should  be  to  sustain, 
and  not  to  depress  the  vital  powers. 

Quite  extensive  accessions  have,  of  late,  been  made  to  the  Anatomical  and  Chemical  Ap- 
paratus, Library,  &c.  The  Faculty  of  the  Institution  now  constitute  a  full  and  eminently 
able  Board  of  Instruction  ;  and  the  facilities  to  be  enjoyed  by  students  are,  in  every  way, 
ample.  Dissections,  surgical  operations,  illustrations,  and  experiments,  are  conducted  in 
the  most  advantageous  and  instructive  manner. 

During  the  past  year  several  valuable  specimens  of  Morbid  Anatomy  have  been  added 
to  the  Anatomical  Cabinet,  as  donations  from  friends  of  the  Institution.  Other  like  favors, 
and  any  such  preparations  as  are  adapted  to  faciltate  illustrative  teaching,  in  any  of  the 
departments,  are  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicited.  C.  NEWTON,  President. 

The  Xtfew  England  Botanic  EEedical  and  Surgical  Journal 

Is  published  on  the  1st  and  16th  of  every  month,  by  G.  Newton,  M.  D.,  at  No.  1, 
corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets,  Worcester,  Mass.  Each  number  contains  six- 
teen pages  octavo,  with  a  double  cover,  and  the  numbers  of  one  year  constitute  a 
volume.  Terms, — to  subscribers  paying  in  advance,  $1,00  per  year.  Those  delay- 
ing payment  three  months,  will  be  charged  $1,25  ;  and  those  delaying  six  months, 
$1,50.  As  the  price,  in  comparison  to  the  amount  of  matter  afforded,  is  exceeding- 
ly low,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  advance  payment  be  insisted  on,  or  that  a  fair  equiv- 
alent for  delay  be  required.  The  paper  has  received  numerous  testimonials  of  high 
approbation,  and  has  now  obtained  an  extensive  circulation,  not  only  in  New  Eng- 
land, but  also  in  the  South  and  the  West.  It  is  designed  for  domestic  as  well  as 
professional  use,  and  should  be  in  every  family.  All  remittances  and  commu- 
nications pertaining  to  it,  should  be  directed,  post  paid,  to  the  Editor.  Any  person 
forwarding,  post  paid,  the  names  of  four  subscribers,  and  remitting  $4,  shall  re- 
ceive a  fifth  copy  gratis. 


This  Sheet  is  subject  to  Newspaper  Postage  only. 
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NOTICES. 

Cancers  Cured, 

BY  MEANS  HERETOFORE  UNKNOWN. 

The  subscriber  is  now  prepared  to  announce,  that  he  has  in  his  possession  the 
means  of  removing  Cancers, — not  only  without  the  aid  of  the  knife,  but  ordinarily 
without  the  use  of  escharotics,  and  also  without  extraction  in  any  form.  The  sys- 
tem of  operation  is  based  on  the  leading  principles  of  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M.  D., — 
that  the  human  organization  is  a  sort  of  galvanic  battery,  the  nerves  of  which  are 
the  conductors,  and  the  nervo-vital  fluid  is  the  electric  fluid  of  the  battery.  The 
system  supposes,  that,  by  a  proper  increase  and  direction  of  electric  power,  the'vital 
energies  can  be  so  augmented,  as  effectually  to  destroy,  and,  by  means  of  the  ab- 
sorbents, eradicate  from  the  body  the  cancerous  growth.  Occasionally,  however, 
when  extirpation  by  the  knife  has  been  attempted,  the  use  of  vegetable  caustics,  to 
some  extent,  is  required.  By  this  system,  internal  Cancers,  located  on  some  one  or 
the  abdominal  viscera,  where  they  can  not  be  reached  by  caustics,  can  be  destroyed. 

As  some  evidence  that  the  statements  here  made  are  not  a  humbug,  like  the  ten 
thousand  and  one  advertisements  of  the  present  day,  the  subscriber  is  not  only  rea- 
dy to  explain  his  theory  to  those  who  candidly  wish  to  inform  themselves,  but  wil- 
ling to  undertake  the  treatment  of  any  Cancer,  where  the  circumstances  are  ordi- 
narily hopeful,  with  the  distinct  agreement,  that,  without  a  cure,  there  shall  be  no 
charge.  C.  NEWTON,  M.  D. 


Lobelia  Extract  Pills. — These  Pills  are  prepared  from  the  juice  of  the  green 
herb,  and  evaporated  to  the  consistency  of  a  pill  mass,  at  a  temperature  of  about  98 
degrees  Fahr.  This  is  an  admirable  mode  of  administering  lobelia,  and  considered 
preferable,  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  to  all  others.  The  Pills  are  used,  in  many 
cases,  where  vomiting  is  not  considered  necessary,  and  their  operation  is  highly 
salutary.     Price  $1,00  per  box,  accompanied  with  full  directions. 

Boneset  Extract  Pills,  designed  for  biliary  derangement,  useful  in  dyspepsia, 
morbid  state  of  the  liver,  jaundice,  &e.  Good  also  in  scrofula,  and  consumption. 
Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

Clover  Extract  Pills,  for  purifying  the  blood  and  strengthening  the  system ;  a  val- 
uable remedy,  also,  in  debility,  nervous  affections,  and  female  complaints  gener- 
ally.    Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

The  proprietor  offers  these  medicines  to  the  Profession,  with  full  confidence,  that 
they  will  meet  the  highest  expectations. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  by  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE,  79  and  81  Blackstone 
Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Thomsonian  Infirmary  and  Medicine  Store. 

Dr.  WILLIAM  CLARK  may  be  consulted  at  his  Infirmary,  Kos.  80  and  82, 
Carver  Street,  Boston. 


NOTICES. 

The  Magnetic  Remedies  cf  the  late  H.  H.  Sherwood,  BL  D. 

These  remarkable  remedies,  consisting  of  a  preparation  of  magnetized  CHLORIDE  OF 
GOLD,  compounded  with  various  other  materials  with  great  care,  and  by  a  laborious  pro- 
cess, and  of  a  BITUMINOUS  PLASTER,  have  been  tested,  by  an  extensive  practice  or 
twenty  five  years  continuance,  and  may  now  justly  be  considered  as  more  successful  than 
any  other  known  remedv  in  the  treatment  of  CONSUMPTION,  in  all  its  early  stages,  and 
in  all  TUBEROULOUS'or  SCROFULOUS  DISEASKS.  For  this  class  of  complaints,  they 
are  now  extensively  adopted  by  physicians  in  their  own  practice,  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  They  are  prepared  by  us,  under  the  direction  of  the  Executrix  of  the  late  Dr. 
Sherwood,  to  whom,  by  his  will,  his  medical  recipes  are  intrusted,  in  the  same  manner,  in 
all  respects,  as  heretofore,  and  are  always  accompanied  by  Dr.  Sherwood's  valuable  medi- 
cal treatise  upon  the  motive  power  of  the  Human  System, — a  work  which  was  the  result 
of  many  years  of  labor  and  research,  and  which  shows,  in  the  clearest  manner,  the  princi 
pies  upon  which  the  operation  of  his  remedies  is  founded,  and  their  mode  of  cure.  Both 
the  Treatise  and  the  Remedies  are  so  arranged,  that  they  can  be  sent  by  mail  at  a  trifling 
expense  to  anv  part  of  the  Union.  All  orders  or  communications  for  medical  advice  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Subscribers,  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York* 

Sherwood's  Vibrating  Magnetic  Machines. 

By  recent  improvements  in  these  machines,  their  power  is  doubled  in  cases  of  the  same 
size,  and  the  prices  reduced  to  $V),  $12  and  $14  each  ;  the  $10  size  being  greatly  superior 
to  the  $12  sizes  of  other  machines.  They  have  now  more  power,  and  run  with  more 
smoothness,  and  are  better  adapted  for  magnetizing  patients,  than  any  others  in  use. 
Each  case  is  accompanied  with  a  MANUAL,  (11th  edition,  pp  400,  32mo,)  in  the  English 
or  French  language,  according  to  order,  which  contains  clear  and  minute  directions  for 
the  proper  use  of  the  instrument  in  the  various  diseases  to  which  it  is  applicable,  which 
are  found  to  include  many  of  the  most  peculiar  and  obstinate  that  are  known  to  the  medi- 
cal profession.  The  Manual  also  contains  a  synopsis  of  the  different  systems  of  medical 
practice,  Allopathic,  Homcepathic,  and  Magnopathic  with  a  full  glossary. 

Physicians  and  others  are  cautioned  against  purchasing  the  imitations  of  these  machines, 
as  they  will  be  found  of  comparatively  little  value.  No  premium  has  ever  been  obtained 
over  our  Magnetic  Machines  at  the  American  or  any  other  Institute,  as  is  represented  by 
the  manufacturers  of  inferior  machines.  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 

JOB  T.  DICKENS,  M.  D., 

Thomsonian  Hotanic  Physician  &  Surgeon* 

BOTANIC  MEDICINES  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL. 
Residence — Charter  Street,  two  doors  from  State  Street,  opposite  the  Post  Office, 

Newburyport,  Mass. 

Wm.  A.  Wright,  M.  »., 

Barnesville,  Pike  Co.,  Ga.t 

Offers  his  professional  services  to  the  citizens  of  Pike,  and  will  keep  con- 
stantly on  hand  Larrabee's  Botanic  Medicines  and  the  various  compounds,  to  retail 
to  the  afflicted. 


NOTICES. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Mattocks'  Buena  Vista  Pills, 

Purely     Vegetable. 

In  offering  this  medicine  to  the  public,  we  introduce  the  most  mild,  easy,  and  certain  ca- 
thartic ever  known  ;  not  the  least  griping  or  drastic  effects  attending  their  operation.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  cure  every  form  of  disease  with  these  pills,  neither  do  we  expect  to  raise 
the  dead,  or  kill  the  living  3  but  we  do  know  that  these  pills  will  cure  diseases  of  the  liver, 
in  any  form  ;  such  as  acute  or  chronic  inflammation,  jaundice  in  its  worst  stages,  dyspep- 
sia, constipated  bowels,  headache,  heartburn,  flatulency,  and  in  fevers  they  are  the  only  med- 
icine needed.  They  -will  break  the  most  malignant  type,  if  taken  in  its  first  stage,  accor- 
ding to  the  directions  accompanying  each  box:  they  will  also  remove  all  female  obstruc- 
tions immediately;  and  in  rheumatism  and  gout  they  are  an  infalible  remedy  if  persevered 
in.  In  all  affections  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  organs,  we  can  recommend  them  as  a  per- 
fectly safe  and  efficacious  remedy — gravel,  chronic  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  or  bladder 
stricture  can  be  cured  in  a  short  time  with  these  pills.  As  a  general  cathartic,  they  are 
the  best  ever  offered  to  the  public,  because  they  strengthen  the  bowels  and  leave  the  sys- 
tem in  a  healthy  state,  operating  without  the  least  griping  or  pain. 

Manufactured  and  sold  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  proprietor,  Dr.  E.  J.  MATTOCKS, 
at  his  Medical  Dispensary,  No.  24  Fifth  Street,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  sold  by  agents  throughout 
the  United  States. 

United  States  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Depot, 

108  John  Street,  New   York. 

THIS  Establishment,  by  far  the  largest  and  most  extensive  in  this  Country,  and  proba 
bly,  in  the  world,  possesses  advantages  in  variety,  and  extensiveness  of  stock,  peculiar  to 
itself  and  difficult  to  be  found  elsewhere.  The  long  established,  and  continually  increas- 
ing trade  from  all  parts  of  the  continent,  constantly  centering  to  it,  has  given  it  a  charac- 
ter well  worth  the  name  it  bears  ;  and  the  superior  quality  and  purity  of  the  articles  fur- 
nished here,  make  that  character  envied  and  enviable. 

The  Proprietor  has,  for  above  twenty  years,  devoted  his  unremitted  personal  attention 
to  this  business,  and  customers  ordering  Herbs,  Extracts  or  Medicines,  may  rely  that  he 
will  never  suffer  the  reputation  of  this  Establishment  to  be  compromised,  by  impure, 
damaged,  spurious  or  adulterated  articles  being  put  up  in  it,  or  sent  therefrom  ;  and  those 
who  know  him  will  feel  a  perfect  assurance,  that  he  needs  no  instruction  in  pulverizing  his 
articles  without  injuring  their  medical  qualities. 

Every  variety  of  Herbs,  Boots,  Barks,  Extracts,  Ointments,  and  Compounds,  recom- 
mended by  the  various  Botanical  authors  of  our  Country,  constantly  kept  on  hand,  in 
large  quantities,  ready  for  shipment  at  the  shortest  notice. 

Catalogues,  containing  a  complete  list  of  his  vast  stock  of  Botanic  Simples  and 
Compounds,  Gums,  Essential  Oils,  Distilled  Waters,  Syringes,  Surgical  Instruments, 
Glass  Ware,  Medical  Works,  and  Miscellaneous  Articles,  will  be  furnished  gratis,  to  all 
post-paid  applications.  H.  WINCHESTER. 

108  John  Street,  New  York. 

Bush's  Extract  of  Smilax, 

OR  SPANISH  SARSAPARILLA. 

Whence  are  the  occasional  failures  of  Sarsaparilla  ?  The  present  popularity  of  this  in- 
valuable medicine  makes  the  above  a  frequent  question  ;  and  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
state,  in  this  card,  the  most  common  causes  of  disappointment  in  the  use  of  the  medicine. 
First,  there  are  only  a  few  species  of  Sarsaparilla  that  contain  the  peculiar  virtues,  and  it 
is  well  known,  that  many  varieties  are  found  in  market,  and  are  used  by  manufacturers. 
Secondly,  the  virtues  of  Sarsaparilla  are  exceedingly  volatile,  and  are  soon  impaired  by  age  j 
while  but  very  little  discrimination  is  generally  made  in  its  selection.  Thirdly,  the  virtues 
are  extremely  liable  to  be  impaired  and  even  entirely  lost  by  the  preparation  of  the  syrup 
or  extract. 

The  proprietors  of  this  preparation  are  happy  now  to  offer,  to  the  afflicted  public,  an  arti- 
cle in  which  all  the  causes  of  failure  have  been  studiously  avoided  ;  and  they  cannot  fail  to 
maintain  the  credit  of  this  incomparably  valuable  medicine.  The  recent  discovery  of  the 
true  Smilax  Sarsaparilla  in  the  south,  by  Prof.  I.  M.  Comings,  has  put  us  in  possession  of 
the  genuine  root  in  afresh  state  ;  and  a  new  method  of  preparation,  discovered  by  the  pro- 

?rietors,  enables  them  to  offer  to  the  purchaser  a  superior  article  of  extract  of  Sarsaparilla. 
he  attention  of  Dispensers,  Druggists,  Physicians,  and  Patients,  is  particularly  invited  to 
the  trial  of  an  article  which  is  warranted  genuine  and  superior  to  any  other  article  now 
offered  to  the  public. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  Wholesale  &  Retail,  by  W-  &  H.  Bush  &  Co.  Principal  office, 
No.  9,  Park  St.,  Worcester,  Mass.  Al^o,  for  sale,  by  B.  0.  &  G  C  Wilson,  No.  IS  Cen- 
tral St.  Boston  ;  by  Dr.  C.  Newton,  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Sts.,  Worcester,  Mass.  j 
and  at  all  the  principal  Druggists'  shops  and  stores,  throughout  the  N.  E.  States. 


NOTICES, 


From  Paid  to 

Aaron  Ordway,         Dec.       16th,  1849 
J.  L.  Coleman,  "  "         " 


Receipts  for  the  Journal,  Vol.  3d. 

From  Paid  to 

John  Dennis,  Dec.  16th,  1849, 

J.  K.  Grant,  "  "         " 


Mattson's  American  Vegetable  Practice,  or  Family  Guide. 

Second  Edition,  Revised,  with  Important  Additions. 

I.  Anatomy,  with  a  Steel  Engraving  of  the  Human  Skeleton,  back  and  front 
view,  and  a  number  of  Wood  Illustrations. 

II.  The  Old  School  Practice. 

III.  Vegetable  Materia  Medica,  with  twenty-four  beautifully  colored  Illustrations. 

IV.  Compounds. 

V.  Description  of  Diseases,  Treatment,  &c. 

VI.  Guide  for  Women,  or  Simplified  Treatise  of  Child  Birth;  Description  of 
Diseases  of  Females  and  Infants,  &c. 

It  is  generally  conceded,  that  there  is  no  better  Botanic  Work  than  this  for  fami- 
lies. Every  Botanic  Physician  also  should  have  a  copy  of  it  in  his  library.  It  has 
received  great  favor  in  England,  and  is  publicly  announced  there,  by  some  of  the 
educated  and  prominent  Physicians,  as  their  Guide  of  Practice. 

For  sale  by 

WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 
the  Publisher  and  Proprietor,  at  the  New  England  Botanic  Depot,  rear  of  47,  Hano- 
ver Street,  Boston,  Mass.     Also  an  extensive  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines,  and 
every  thing  that  appertains  to  an  establishment  of  the  kind,  very  low,  for  cash  or 
approved  credit. 

AGEUfrCY. 

The  subscriber  is  agent  for  all  popular  weekly,  monthly,  and  quarterly  Journals. 
Peter sburgh,  N.  Y.  W.  K.  SCRIVEN. 


NOTICE. 

^Laboratory  of  Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicine, 

No.  20,  South  Calvert  St Baltimore. 

THE  first  mill  erected  in  the  United  States  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing 
Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicines. 

The  subscriber  has  the  largest  and  most  complete  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines 
in  the  United  States,  comprising  all  the  various  Compounds  and  other  articles  re- 
commended by  Dr.  S.  Thomson,  besides  an  extensive  variety  of  other  approved 
Botanic  Medicines.  Having  erected  his  Steam  Mills  expressly  for  the  above  Medi- 
cines, he  is  enabled  to  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  and  warrants  his  Medicines 
to  be  genuine  and  pure,  prepared  in  the  best  manner,  and  clear  of  any  deleterious  or 
poisonous  qualities,  as  he  does  not  admit  any  thing  of  that  nature  about  his  establish- 
ment. 

An  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years,  in  the  practice,  preparation,  and  com- 
pounding of  Botanic  Medicines,  from  the  very  best  and  purest  materials  in  the  mar- 
ket, has  afforded  him  just  grounds  to  flatter  himself,  that  his  Medicines,  after  a  fair 
trial,  will  compete  with  any  which  may  be  offered  to  the  friends  of  the  Botanie 
cause,  within  the  whole  range  of  our  country. 

I3F3  It  is  of  great  importance,  that  Practitioners,  and  others,  using  Botanic  Medi- 
cines, should  be  apprised,  that  all  the  articles  manufactured  at  his  establishment  are 
pulverized, — not  ground, — between  an  upper  and  nether  mill -stone  ;  as  the  latter 
process  heats,  and  consequently  injures,  if  it  does  not  destroy  the  medical  virtues  of 
all  articles  submitted  to  such  an  operation. 

On  hand  all  the  various  Medical  Works  on  the  Botanic  System,  together  with  a 
general  assortment  of  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  and  all  the  articles  connected  with  the 
business.  Those  wishing  pure  Medicines  can  be  supplied  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms  by  EPH'M.  LARRABEE. 

May,  1847. 

Medical    Notice. 

1.  J?I.  COMINGS,  M.  P., 

Having  located  himself  permanently  in  Worcester,  is  prepared  to  treat  the  various  forms 
of  Chronic  Disease.  He  has  given  his  attention  particularly  to  this  class  of  complaints 
for  some  years,  and  been  very  successful  in  his  treatment.  He  feels  a  confidence  in  solicit- 
ing the  patronage  of  those  who  are  unfortunately  afflicted  with  Scrofula,  or  any  Cutaneous 
Eruption,  Rheumatism,  Liver  Complaint,  or  any  Affection  of  the  Kidneys,  with  Old  Sores 
or  Ulcers,  &c. 

He  has  cured  cases  of  White  Swelling  that  have  defied  the  treatment  of  the  best  Old 
School  physicians,  and  where  amputation  has  been  pronounced  absolutely  necessary. 

Those  from  a  distance,  who  may  desire  to  consult  him,  can  do  so  by  letter;  stating  mi- 
nutely the  symptoms  and  history  of  the  case.  To  such,  he  can  send  medicines,  by  Express 
or  Mail,  with  the  necessary  directions.  The  patient  can  thus,  at  a  trifling  expense,  have 
the  opportunity  to  test  his  skill  without  a  personal  visit. 

Two  or  three  young  men  who  wish  to  pursue  the  study  of  medicine  can  be  entered  as 
students  with  him. 

Worcester,  May,  1849. 

IVotice. 

The  subscriber,  having  recently  purchased,  of  Dr.  Pike,  his  stock  of  medicine,  would 
invite  his  old  friends  and  the  patrons  of  the  New  England  Thomsonian  Depot,  to  call  on 
him  at  the  old  stand,  where  he  intends  to  furnish  good  medicines  at  fair  prices.  He  is 
also  agent  for  Strong  &  Osgood's  Physianthropic  Pills,  and  Dr.  Pike's  Pain  Alleviator. 

Boston,  May  1,  1S49.  JAMES  OSGOOD. 

J.  Jackson,  HI.  D.,  Botanic  Physician, 

No.  102,  Court  Street boston. 

House,  No.  42,  Poplar  Street.     Calls  in  the  city  and  country  attended  to. 
t^"  Botanic  Medicines,  wholesale  and  retail. 


NOTICES. 

Wilson's  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  laboratory 5 

No.  18,  Central  Street Boston,  Mass. 

SSP  The  subscribers  would  respectfully  inform  the  public,  that  they  have  recently 
opened  the  above  establishment,  where  may  be  found  an  extensive  assortment  of  Bo- 
tanic and  Thomsonian  Medicines,  Shaker  Herbs,  Extracts,  Oils,  &c.  Syringes  of 
all  kinds,  and  all  the  different  Medical  Works  upon  the  reformed  system  of  practice 
published  in  the  United  States  ;  also,  Brandy,  Wines,  and  other  liquors  of  the  choic- 
est brands,  for  medicinal  purposes  only. 

Having  made  arrangements  to  obtain  all  articles,  that  are  indigenous  to  this  coun- 
try, directly  from  those  parts  where  they  are  grown,  and  found  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance and  perfection,  they  are  prepared  to  supply  Wholesale  Dealers,  Practitioners, 
and  others,  with  medicines  of  superior  quality,  at  prices  as  low  as  they  are  sold  at  any 
similar  establishment  in  the  country.  The  utmost  care  will  be  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  Compounds.  Medicines  neatly  put  up  in  small  packages,  and  labelled  with 
full  directions  for  family  use,  if  required,  and  safely  packed  for  any  climate. 

Orders,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  from  the  most  distant  sections  of  the  country, 
promptly  and  faithfully  attended  to.  B.  OSGOOD  WILSON, 

G.  CARLOS  WILSON. 

Br,  Skinner's  Clarified  Oil  of  Cod-Fish  Liver, 

For  the  cure  of  Consumption,  Scrofula,  Rheumatism,  &c.  The  medicinal  vir- 
tues of  this  valuable  Oil  are  truly  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  age.  Con- 
sumption and  Scrofula  will  yield  to  its  influence  in  nine  cases  out  of  every  ten. 

Sold  by  Dr.  S.  at  his  office,  60  1-2  Cornhill  (up  stairs)  Boston,  wholesale  and  retail. 
Large  bottles  75  cents — small  ones  37  1-2  cents.  Descriptive  pamphlets  and  cases 
of  cures,  in  this  city  and  in  the  country,  to  be  had  gratis  at  this  office.  The  Oil  is 
recommended  and  approved  by  most  of  the  physicians  of  Boston. 

Druggists  and  the  Profession  supplied  at  the  usual  discount. 

I¥cw  ITork  §tate  Thontsoman  aM  Botanic  Hepot. 
NO.  49  WASHINGTON  STREET,  ALBANY. 

Dr.  A.  MOSHER,  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Med- 
icines, Shaker  Herbs,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Extracts,  Ointments, 
Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually  kept  in  Bo- 
tanic Stores. 

Also,  Family  Medicines,  ©fall  kinds,  put  up  in  packages,  with  directions  for  fam- 
ily use ;  together  with 

Mosher's  Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,   Yellow  Dock,  and  Wild 

Cherry,  • 

a  new,  and  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  the  removal  and  permanent  cure  of  diseases 
arising  from  an  impure  state  of  the  blood. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  subscribers,  No.  49,  Washing- 
ton Street,  Albany,  and  also  by  their  authorized  agents,  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. 

A.  MOSHER  &  CO. 

The  above  Compounds  may  be  had  at  the  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets, 
Worcester,  Mass. 


NOTICES. 

Worcester  ITIedical  Institution. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY,  &c. 

The  course  of  study  required  by  this  Institution  is  intended  to  occupy  three  full  years  ; 
and  candidates  for  the  regular  degree  of  M.  D.  must  have  attended  two  full  Courses  of  Medi- 
cal Lectures  in  some  established  Medical  College,  one  of  which  must  have  been  in  this  Insti- 
tution. They  must  present  satisfactory  testimonials  of  good  moral  character;  must  have 
a  competent  literary  education  ;  and  must  well  sustain  an  examination  in  the  various 
branches  of  medical  study,  as  contained  in  our  Course  of  Lectures,  and  in  the  text-books 
which  we  recommend,  or  equivalents. 

The  following  are  the  principal  authors  recommended  : — 

On  Anatomy — Wilson,  Quain,  Wistar,  Paxton,  and  Harrison. 

On  Surgery — Pancoast,  Druitt,  Liston,  Cooper,  Velpeau,  and  Castle. 

On  Physiology — Carpenter,  Oliver,  Muller,  and  Dunglison. 

On  Pathology — Gross,  Chomel.  Gallup,  and  Watson. 

On  Materia  Medica — Kost,  Pereira,  and  Wood  and  Bache. 

On  Auscultation  and  Percussion — Laennec,  Williams,  Gerhard,  Bowditch,  and  Watson. 

On  Theory  and  Pi  actice — Watson,  Mackintosh,  Klliotson  and  Stewartson,Kost,  Mattson, 
Howard,  Worthy,  Comfert,  Smith,  Curtis,  and  Thomson. 

On  the  Institutes  of  Medicine — Gallup  and  Curtis. 

On  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  Children — Churchill,  Eberle,  Chailly, 
Maygrier,  Velpeau,  Beach,  and  Curtis. 

On  Mrdical  Jurisprudence — Beck  and  Williams. 

On  Chemistry — Gray,  Fownes,  and  Turner. 

On  Botany — Eaton,  Bigelow,  Gray,  and  Wood. 
The  following  are  the  members  of  the  Faculty  : —      y 

C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

I.  M.  Comings,  M.  D.,  Professorof  Theory  and  Practice,  and  Obstetrics. 

J.  Kost,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany. 

E.  M.  Parritt,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Walter  Burnh^m,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery. 

The  next  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Thursday  in  March,  1850,  and 
continue  fourteen  weeks.  The  fee  for  a  full  Course  is  $50,  in  advance,  with  a  matricu- 
lation fee  of  §3.  Of  those  who  have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges, 
§10  only  are  required.  Graduates  will  be  charged,  in  addition,  $18  for  a  Diploma.  Good 
board  can  be  had  for  $2,25  per  week. 

The  text-books  recommended  are  consulted  eclectically  ; — authoritatively,  indeed,  so 
far  as  they  are  descriptive  of  actual  conditions,  as  in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 
the  like  ;  but  otherwise  with  careful  discrimination, — the  fundamental  peculiarity  of  what  is 
taught  in  this  Institution  being,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  emplo}'ing  poisons  of  any  kind 
as  medicinal  agents  ;  and  that  the  object,  in  exhibiting  any  remedy,  should  be  to  sustain, 
and  not  to  depress  the  vital  powers. 

Quite  extensive  accessions  have,  of  late,  been  made  to  the  Anatomical  and  Chemical  Ap- 
paratus, Library,  &c.  The  Faculty  of  the  Institution  now  constitute  a  full  and  eminently 
able  Board  of  Instruction  ;  and  the  facilities  to  be  enjoyed  by  students  are,  in  every  way, 
ample.  Dissections,  surgical  operations,  illustrations,  and  experiments,  are  conducted  in 
the  most  advantageous  and  instructive  manner. 

During  the  past  year  several  valuable  specimens  of  Morbid  Anatomy  have  been  added 
to  the  Anatomical  Cabinet,  as  donations  from  friends  of  the  Institution.  Other  like  favors, 
and  any  such  preparations  as  are  adapted  to  faciltate  illustrative  teaching,  in  any  of  the 
departments,  are  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicited.  C.  NEWTON,  President. 

The  New  England  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 

Is  published  on  the  1st  and  16th  of  every  month,  by  C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  at  No.  1, 
corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets,  Worcester,  Mass.  Each  number  contains  six- 
teen pages  octavo,  with  a  double  cover,  and  the  numbers  of  one  year  constitute  a 
volume.  Terms, — to  subscribers  paying  in  advance,  $1,00  per  year.  Those  delay- 
ing payment  three  months,  will  be  charged  $1,25  ;  and  those  delaying  six  months, 
$1,50.  As  the  price,  in  comparison  to  the  amount  of  matter  afforded,  is  exceeding- 
ly low,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  advance  payment  be  insisted  on,  or  that  a  fair  equiv- 
alent for  delay  be  required.  The  paper  has  received  numerous  testimonials  of  high 
approbation,  and  has  now  obtained  an  extensive  circulation,  not  only  in  New  Eng- 
land, but  also  in  the  South  and  the  West.  It  is  designed  for  domestic  as  well  ag 
professional  use,  and  should  be  in  every  family .  All  remittances  and  commu- 
nications pertaining  to  it,  should  be  directed,  post  paid,  to  the  Editor.  Any  person 
forwarding,  post  paid,  the  names  of  four  subscribers,  and  remitting  $4,  shall  re- 
ceive a  fifth  copy  gratis. 


This  Sheet  is  subject  to  Newspaper  Postage  only. 
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NOTICES. 

Cancers  Cured, 


BY    MEANS    HERETOFORE    UNKNOWN. 

The  subscriber  is  now  prepared  to  announce,  that  he  has  in  his  possession  the 
means  of  removing  Cancers, — not  only  without  the  aid  of  the  knife,  but  ordinarily 
without  the  use  of  escharotics,  and  also  without  extraction  in  any  form.  The  sys- 
tem of  operation  is  based  on  the  leading  principles  of  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M.  D., — 
that  the  human  organization  is  a  sort  of  galvanic  battery,  the  nerves  of  which  are 
the  conductors,  and  the  nervo-vital  fluid  is  the  electric  fluid  of  the  battery.  The 
system  supposes,  that,  by  a  proper  increase  and  direction  of  electric  power,  the  vital 
energies  can  be  so  augmented,  as  effectually  to  destroy,  and,  by  means  of  the  ab- 
sorbents, eradicate  from  the  body  the  cancerous  growth.  Occasionally,  however, 
when  extirpation  by  the  knife  has  been  attempted,  the  use  of  vegetable  caustics,  to 
some  extent,  is  required.  By  this  system,  internal  Cancers, "located  on  some  one  or 
the  abdominal  viscera,  where  they  can  not  be  reached  by  caustics,  can  be  destroyed. 

As  some  evidence  that  the  statements  here  made  are  not  a  humbug,  like  the  ten 
thousand  and  one  advertisements  of  the  present  day,  the  subscriber  is  not  only  rea- 
dy to  explain  his  theory  to  those  who  candidly  wish  to  inform  themselves,  but  wil- 
ling to  undertake  the  treatment  of  any  Cancer,  where  the  circumstances  are  ordi- 
narily hopeful,  with  the  distinct  agreement,  that,  without  a  cure,  there  shall  be  no 
charge.  C.  NEWTON,  M.  D. 

Dr.  I.  Jacobs'  Fills. 

Lobelia  Extract  Pills. — These  Pills  are  prepared  from  the  juice  of  the  green 
herb,  and  evaporated  to  the  consistency  of  a  pill  mass,  at  a  temperature  of  about  98 
degrees  Fahr.  This  is  an  admirable  mode  of  administering  lobelia,  and  considered 
preferable,  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  to  all  others.  The  Pills  are  used,  in  many 
cases,  where  vomiting  is  not  considered  necessary,  and  their  operation  is  highly 
salutary.     Price  $1,00  per  box,  accompanied  with  full  directions. 

Boneset  Extract  Pills,  designed  for  biliary  derangement,  useful  in  dyspepsia, 
morbid  state  of  the  liver,  jaundice,  &c.  Good  also  in  scrofula,  and  consumption. 
Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

Clover  Extract  Pills,  for  purifying  the  blood  and  strengthening  the  system ;  a  val- 
uable remedy,  also,  in  debility,  nervous  affections,  and  female  complaints  gener- 
ally.    Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

The  proprietor  offers  these  medicines  to  the  Profession,  with  full  confidence,  that 
they  will  meet  the  highest  expectations. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  by  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE,  79  and  81  Blackstone 
Street,  Eoston,  Mass. 

Thomsonian  Infirmary  and  Medicine  Store. 

Dr.  WILLIAM  CLAR.K  may  be  consulted  at  his  Infirmary,  J\"os.  80  and  82, 
Carver  Street,  Boston. 


NOTICES. 

The  Magnetic  Remedies  of  the  late  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M-  D- 

These  remarkable  remedies,  consisting  of  a  preparation  of  magnetized  CHLORIDE  OF 
GOLD,  compounded  with  various  other  materials  with  great  care,  and  by  a  laborious  pro- 
cess, and  of  a  BITUMINOUS  PLASTER,  have  been  tested,  by  an  extensive  practice  of 
twenty  five  years  continuance,  and  may  now  justly  be  considered  as  more  successful  than 
any  other  known  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  CONSUMPTION,  in  all  its  early  stages,  and 
in  all  TUBERCULOUS  or  SCROFULOUS  DISEASES.  For  this  class  of  complaints,  they 
are  now  extensively  adopted  by  physicians  in  their  own  practice,  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  They  are  prepared  by  us,  under  the  direction  of  the  Executrix  of  the  late  Dr. 
Sherwood,  to  whom,  by  his  will,  his  medical  recipes  are  intrusted,  in  the  same  manner,  in 
all  respects,  as  heretofore,  and  are  always  accompanied  by  Dr.  Sherwood's  valuable  medi- 
cal treatise  upon  the  motive  power  of  the  Human  System, — a  work  which  was  the  result 
of  many  years  of  labor  and  research,  and  which  shows,  in  the  clearest  manner,  the  princi 
pies  upon  which  the  operation  of  his  remedies  is  founded,  and  their  mode  of  cure.  Both 
the  Treatise  and  the  Remedies  are  so  arranged,  that  they  can  be  sent  by  mail  at  a  trifling 
expense  to  anv  part  of  the  Union.  All  orders  or  communications  for  medical  advice  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Subscribers,  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 

Sherwood's  Vibrating  Magnetic  Machines. 

By  recent  improvements  in  these  machines,  their  power  is  doubled  in  cases  of  the  same 
size,  and  the  prices  reduced  to  $10,  $12  and  S14  each  ;  the  $10  size  being  greatly  superior 
to  the  $12  sizes  of  other  machines.  They  have  now  more  power,  and  run  with  more 
smoothness,  and  are  better  adapted  for  magnetizing  patients,  than  any  others  in  use. 
Each  case  is  accompanied  with  a  MANUAL,  (11th  edition,  pp.  400,  32mo,)  in  the  English 
or  French  language,  according  to  order,  which  contains  clear  and  minute  directions  for 
the  proper  use  of  the  instrument  in  the  various  diseases  to  which  it  is  applicable,  which, 
are  found  to  include  many  of  the  most  peculiar  and  obstinate  that  are  known  to  the  medi- 
cal profession.  The  Manual  also  contains  a  synopsis  of  the  different  systems  of  medical 
practice,  Allopathic,  Homeopathic,  and^Magnopathic  with  a  full  glossary. 

Phj'sicians  and  others  are  cautioned 'against  purchasing  tho  imitations  of  these  machines, 
jas  they  will  be  found  of  comparatively  little  value.  No  premium  has  ever  been  obtained 
over  our  Magnetic  Machines  at  the  American  or  any  other  Institute,  as  is  represented  by 
the  manufacturers  of  inferior  machines.  H.  H  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 

JOB  T.  DICKENS,  M.  D., 

Th©m§onian  Botanic  Physician  &  burgeon. 

BOTANIC  MEDICINES  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL. 

Residence — Charter  Street,  two  doors  from  State  Street,  opposite  the  Post  Office, 

JYewhtiryport,  Mass. 

Wm.  A.  Wright,  ML.  D., 

Barnesville,  Pike  Co.,   Ga., 

Offers  his  professional  services  to  the  citizens  of  Pike,  and  will  keep  con- 
stantly on  hand  Larrabee's  Botanic  Medicines  and  the  various  compounds,  to  retail 
to  the  afflicted. 


NOTICES. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Mattocks'  Buena  Vista  Pills. 

Purely     Vegetable. 

In  offering  this  medicine  to  the  public,  we  introduce  the  most  mild,  easy,  and  certain  ca- 
thartic ever  known  ;  not  the  least  griping  or  drastic  effects  attending  their  operation.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  cure  every  form  of  disease  with  these  pills,  neither  do  we  expect  to  raise 
the  dead,  or  kill  the  living  ;  but  we  do  know  that  these  pills  will  cure  diseases  of  the  liver, 
in  any  form  ;  such  as  acute  or  chronic  inflammation,  jaundice  in  its  worst  stages,  dyspep- 
sia, constipated  bowels,  headache,  heartburn,  flatulency,  and  in  fevers  they  are  the  only  med- 
icine neerled.  They  will  break  the  most  malignant  type,  if  taken  in  its  first  stage,  accor- 
ding to  the  directions  accompanying  each  box:  they  will  also  remove  all  female  obstruc- 
tions immediately;  and  in  rheumatism  and  gout  they  are  an  infalible  remedy  if  persevered 
in.  In  all  affections  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  organs,  we  can  recommend  them  as  a  per- 
fectly safe  and  efficacious  remedy — gravel,  chronic  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  or  bladder 
stricture  can  be  cured  in  a  short  time  with  these  pills  As  a  general  cathartic,  they  are 
the  best  ever  offered  to  the  public,  because  they  strengthen  the  bowels  and  leave  the  sys- 
tem in  a  heal'hy  state,  operating  without  the  least  griping  or  pain. 

Manufactured  and  sold  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  proprietor,  Dr.  E.  J.  MATTOCKS, 
at  his  Medical  Dispensary,  No.  24  Fifth  Street,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  sold  by  agents  throughout 
the  United  States. 

United  States  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Depot, 

108  John  Street,  New   York. 

THIS  Establishment,  by  far  the  largest  and  most  extensive  in  this  Country,  and  proba 
bly,  in  the  world,  possesses  advantages  in  variety,  and  extensiveness  of  stock,  peculiar  to 
itself  and  difficult  to  be  found  elsewhere.  The  "long  established,  and  continually  increas- 
ing trade  from  all  parts  of  the  continent,  constantly  centering  to  it,  has  given  it  a  charac- 
ter well  worth  the  name  it  bears  ;  and  the  superior  quality  and  purity  of  the  articles  fur- 
nished here,  make  that  character  envied  and  enviable. 

The  Proprietor  has,  for  above  twenty  years,  devoted  his  unremitted  personal  attention 
to  this  business,  and  customers  ordering  Herbs,  Extracts  or  Medicines,  may  rely  that  he 
will  never  suffer  the  reputation  of  this  Establishment  to  be  compromised,  by  impure, 
damaged,  spurious  or  adulterated  articles  being  put  up  in  it,  or  sent  therefrom  ;  and  those 
who  know  him  will  feel  a  perfect  assurance,  that  he  needs  no  instruction  in  pulverizing  his 
articles  without  ini'iring  their  medical  qualities 

Every  variety  of  Herbs  Roots,  Barks,  Extracts,  Ointments,  and  Compounds,  recom- 
mended by  the  various  Botanical  authors  of  our  Country,  constantly  kept  on  hand,  in 
large  quantities,  ready  for  shipment  at  the  shortest  notice. 

Catalogues,  containing  a  complete  list  of  his  vast  stock  of  Botanic  Simples  and 
Compounds,  Gums,  Essential  Oils,  Distilled  Water«,  Syringes,  Surgical  Instruments, 
Glass  Ware,  Medical  Works,  and  Miscellaneous  Articles,  will  be  furnished  gratis,  to  all 
post-paid  applications.     ,  H.  WINCHESTER. 

103  John  Street,  New  York 

Bush's  Extract  of  Smilax, 

ORSPANISHSARSAPARILLA. 

Whence  are  the  occasional  /allures  of  Sarsaparilla  ?  The  present  popularity  of  this  in- 
valuable medicine  makes  the  above  a  frequent  question  ;  and  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
state,  in  this  card,  the  most  common  causes  of  disappointment  in  the  use  of  the  medicine. 
First,  there  are  only  a  few  species  of  Sarsaparilla  that  contain  the  peculiar  virtues,  and  it 
is  well  known,  that  many  varieties  are  found  in  market,  and  are  used  by  manufacturers. 
Secondly,  the  virtues  of  Sarsaparilla  are  exceedingly  volatile,  and  are  soon  impaired  by  age  ; 
while  but.  very  little  discrimination  is  generally  made  in  its  selection.  Thirdly,  the  virtues 
are  extremely  liable  to  be  impaired  and  even  entirely  lost  by  the  preparation  of  the  syrup 
or  extract. 

The  proprietors,  of  this  preparation  are  happy  now  to  offer,  to  the  afflicted  public,  an  arti- 
cle in  which  all  the  causes  of  failure  have  been  studiously  avoided  ;  and  they  cannot  fail  to 
maintain  the  credit  of  this  incomparably  valuable  medicine.  The  recent  discovery  of  the 
true  Smilax  Sarsaparilla  in  the  south,  by  Prof.  I  M.  Comings,  has  put  u*  in  possession  of 
the  genuine  root  in  a  fresh  state  ;  and  a  new  method  of  preparation ,  discovered  by  the  pro- 
prietors, enables  them  to  offer  to  the  purchaser  a  superior  article  of  extract  of  Sarsaparilla. 
The  attention  of  Dispensers,  Druggists,  Physicians,  and  Patients,  is  particularly  invited  to 
the  trial  of  an  article  which  is  warranted  genuine  and  superior  to  any  other  article  now 
offered  to  the  public. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  Wholesale  &  Retail,  by  W  &  H.  Bush  &  Co.  Principal  office, 
No.  9,  Park  St.,  Worcester,  Mass.  Al»o,  for  sale,  by  B.  0.  &  G  C  Wilson,  No.  IS  Cen- 
tral St.  Boston  ;  by  Dr.  0.  Newton,  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Sts  ,  Worcester,  Mass.  j 
and  at  all  the  principal  Druggists'  shops  and  stores,  throughout  the  N.  E.  States. 
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Mattson's  American  Vegetable  Practice,  or  Family  Guide. 

Second  Edition,  Revised,  with  Important  Additions. 

I.  Anatomy,  with  a  Steel  Engraving  of  the  Human  Skeleton,  back  and  front 
view,  and  a  number  of  Wood  Illustrations. 

II.  The  Old  School  Practice. 

III.  Vegetable  Materia  Medica,  with  twenty-four  beautifully  colored  Illustrations, 

IV.  Compounds. 

V.  Description  of  Diseases,  Treatment,  &c. 

VI.  Guide  for  Women,  or  Simplified  Treatise  of  Child  Birth;  Description  of 
Diseases  of  Females  and  Infants,  &c. 

It  is  generally  conceded,  that  there  is  no  better  Botanic  Work  than  this  for  fami= 
lies.  Every  Botanic  Physician  also  should  have  a  copy  of  it  in  his  library.  It  has 
received  great  favor  in  England,  and  is  publicly  announced  there,  by  some  of  the 
educated  and  prominent  Physicians,  as  their  Guide  of  Practice. 

For  sale  by 

WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 
the  Publisher  and  Proprietor,  at  the  New  England  Botanic  Depot,  rear  of  47,  Hano- 
ver Street,  Boston,  Mass.     Also  an  extensive  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines,  and 
every  thing  that  appertains  to  an  establishment  of  the  kind,  very  low,  for  cash  or 
approved  credit. 


The  subscriber  is  agent  for  all  popular  weekly,  monthly,  and  quarterly  Journals. 
Petersburgk,  N.  Y.  W.  K.  SCPvIVEN. 


NOTICE. 

Laboratory  of  Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicine, 

No.  20,  South  Calvert  St Baltimore. 

THE  first  mill  erected  in  the  United  States  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing 
Thoinsonian  Botanic  Medicines. 

The  subscriber  has  the  largest  and  most  complete  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines 
in  the  United  States,  comprising  all  the  various  Compounds  and  other  articles  re- 
commended by  Dr.  S.  Thomson,  besides  an  extensive  variety  of  other  approved 
Botanic  Medicines.  Having  erected  his  Steam  Mills  expressly  for  the  above  Medi- 
cines, he  is  enabled  to  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  and  warrants  his  Medicines 
to  be  genuine  and  pure,  prepared  in  the  best  manner,  and  clear  of  any  deleterious  or 
poisonous  qualities,  as  he  does  not  admit  any  thing  of  that  nature  about  his  establish- 
ment. 

An  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years,  in  the  practice,  preparation,  and  com- 
pounding of  Botanic  Medicines,  from  the  very  best  and  purest  materials  in  the  mar- 
ket, has  afforded  him  just  grounds  to  flatter  himself,  that  his  Medicines,  after  a  fair 
trial,  will  compete  with  any  which  may  be  offered  to  the  friends  of  the  Botanie 
cause,  within  the  whole  range  of  our  country. 

HSF3  It  is  of  great  importance,  that  Practitioners,  and  others,  using  Botanic  Medi- 
cines, should  be  apprised,  that  all  the  articles  manufactured  at  his  establishment  are 
pulverized, — not  ground, — between  an  upper  and  nether  mill-stone  ;  as  the  latter 
process  heats,  and  consequently  injures,  if  it  does  not  destroy  the  medical  virtues  of 
all  articles  submitted  to  such  an  operation. 

On  hand  all  the  various  Medical  Works  on  the  Botanic  System,  together  with  a 
general  assortment  of  Glass  War.3,  Svringes,  and  all  the  articles  connected  with  the 
business.  Those  wishino-  pure  Medicines  can  be  supplied  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms  by  EPHM.  LARRABEE. 

May,  1847. 

Medical    Notice. 
I.  J!l,  COi&IrTOS,  M.  ©., 

Having  located  himself  permanently  in  Worcester,  is  prepared  to  treat  the  various  forms 
of  Chronic  Disease.  He  has  given  his  attention  particularly  to  this  class  of  eomplaints 
for  some  years,  and  been  very  successful  in  his  treatment.  He  feels  a  confidence  in  solicit- 
ing the  patronage  of  those  who  are  unfortunately  afflicted  with  Scrofula,  or  any  Cutaneous 
Eruption,  Rheumatism,  Liver  Complaint,  or  any  Affection  of  the  Kidneys,  with  Old  Sores 
or  Ulcers,  &c. 

He  has  curcl  cases  of  White  Swelling  that  have  defied  the  treatment  of  the  best  Old 
School  physicians,  and  where  amputation  has  been  pronounced  absolutely  necessary. 

Those  from  a  distance,  who  may  desire  to  consult  him,  can  do  so  by  letter;  stating  mi- 
nutely the  symptoms  and  history  of  the  case.  To  such,  he  can  send  medicines,  by  Express 
or  Mail,  with  the  necessary  directions.  The  patient  can  thus,  at  a  trifling  expense,  have 
the  opportunity  to  test  his  skill  without  a  personal  visit. 

Two  or  three  young  men  who  wish  to  pursue  the  stud}r  of  medicine  can  be  entered  as 
students  with  him. 

Worcester,  May,  1849. 

Notice, 

The  subscriber,  having  recently  purchased,  of  Dr,  Pike,  his  stock  of- medicine,  would 
invite  his  old  friends  and  the  patrons  of  the  New  England  Thomsonian  Depot,  to  call  on 
him  at  the  old  stand,  where  he  intends  to  furnish  good  medicines  at  fair  prices.  He  is 
also  agent  for  Strong  &  Osgood's  Physianthropic  Pills,  and  Dr.  Pike's  Pain  Alleviator. 

Boston^  May  1,  1S49.  JAMES  OSGOOD. 

J.  Jackson,  UI.  D.r  Botanic  Physician, 

No.  102,  Court  Street boston. 

House,  No.  42,  Poplar  Street.     Calls  in  the  city  and  country  attended  to. 
[3P  Botanic  Medicines,  wholesale  and  retail. 


NOTICES. 

Wilson's  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  laboratory , 

No.  18,  Central  Street Boston,  Mass. 

ISP  The  subscribers  would  respectfully  inform  the  public,  that  they  have  recently 
opened  the  above  establishment,  where  may  be  found  an  extensive  assortment  of  Bo- 
tanic and  Thomsonian  Medicines,  Shaker  Herbs,  Extracts,  Oils,  &c.  Syringes  of 
all  kinds,  and  all  the  different  Medical  Works  upon  the  reformed  system  of  practice 
published  in  the  United  States ;  also,  Brandy,  Wines,  and  other  liquors  of  the  choic- 
est brands,  for  medicinal  purposes  only. 

Having  made  arrangements  to  obtain  all  articles,  that  are  indigenous  to  this  coun- 
try, directly  from  those  parts  where  they  are  grown,  and  found  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance and  perfection,  they  are  prepared  to  supply  Wholesale  Dealers,  Practitioners, 
and  others,  with  medicines  of  superior  quality,  at  prices  as  loic  as  they  are  sold  at  any 
similar  establishment  in  the  country.  The  utmost  care  will  be  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  Compounds.  Medicines  neatly  put  up  in  small  packages,  and  labelled  with 
full  directions  for  family  use,  if  required,  and  safely  packed  for  any  climate. 

Orders,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  from  the  most  distant  sections  of  the  country, 
promptly  and  faithfully  attended  to.  B.  OSGOOD  WILSON, 

G".  CARLOS  WILSON. 

Dr,  Skinner's  Clarified  Oil  of  Cod-Fish  Liver, 

For  the  cure  of  Consumption,  Scrofula,  Rheumatism,  &c.  The  medicinal  vir- 
tues of  this  valuable  Oil  are  truly  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  age.  Con- 
sumption and  Scrofula  will  yield  to  its  influence  in  nine  cases  out  of  every  ten. 

Sold  by  Dr.  S.  at  his  office,  60  1-2  Cornhill  (up  stairs)  Boston,  wholesale  and  retail. 
Large  bottles  75  cents — small  ones  37  1-2  cents.  Descriptive  pamphlets  and  cases 
of  cures,  in  this  city  and  in  the  country,  to  be  had  gratis  at  this  office.  The  Oil  is 
recommended  and  approved  by  most  of  the  physicians  of  Boston. 

Druggists  and  the  Profession  supplied  at  the  usual  discount. 

Hew  York  State  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Hepot. 

NO.  49  WASHINGTON  STREET,  ALBANY. 

Dr.  A.  MOSHER,  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Med- 
icines, Shaker  Herbs,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Extracts,  Ointments, 
Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually  kept  in  Bo- 
tanic Stores. 

Also,  Family  Medicines,  of  all  kinds,  put  up  in  packages,  with  directions  for  fam- 
ily use  j  together  with 

Mosher's  Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,   Yellow  Docfo  and  Wild 

Cherry, 
a  new,  and  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  the  removal  and  permanent  cure  of  diseases 
arising  from  an  impure  state  of  the  blood. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  subscribers,  No.  49,  Washing- 
ton Street,  Albany,  and  also  by  their  authorized  agents,  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. 

A.  MOSHER  &  CO. 

The  above  Compounds  may  be  had  at  the  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets, 
Worcester,  Mass. 


NOTICES. 

Worcester  Medical  Institution. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY,  &c. 

The  course  of  study  required  by  this  Institution  is  intended  to  occupy  three  full  years  ; 
and  candidates  for  the  regular  degree  of  M.  D.  must  have  attended  two  full  Courses  of  Medi- 
cal Lectures  in  some  established  Medical  College,  one  of  which  must  have  been  in  this  Insti- 
tution. They  must  present  satisfactory  testimonials  of  good  moral  character;  must  have 
a  competent  literary  education  3  and  must  well  sustain  an  examination  in  the  various 
branches  of  medical  study,  as  contained  in  our  Course  of  Lectures,  and  in  the  text-books 
which  we  recommend,  or  equivalents. 

The  following  are  the  principal  authors  recommended  : — 

On  Anatomy — Wilson,  Quain,  Wistar,  Paxton,  and  Harrison. 

On  Surgery — Pancoast,  Druitt,  Liston,  Cooper,  Velpeau,  and  Castle. 

On  Physiology — Carpenter,  Oliver,  Muller,  and  Dunglison. 

On  Pathology — Gross,  Chomel.  Gallup,  and  Watson. 

On  Materia  Medico, — Kost,  Pereira,  and  Wood  and  Bache. 

On  Auscultation  and  Percussion — Laennec,  Williams,  Gerhard,  Bowditch,  and  Watson. 

On  Theory  and P> acti ce — Watson,  Mackintosh.  Klliotson  and  Stevvartson^Kost,  Mattson, 
Howard,  Worthy,  Comfort,  Smith,  Curtis,  and  Thomson. 

On  the  Institutes  of  Medicine — Gallup  and  Curtis. 

On  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  Children — Churchill,  Eberle,  Chailly, 
Maygrier,  Velpeau,  Beach,  and  Curtis. 

On  Medical  Jurisprudence — Beck  and  Williams. 

On  Chemistry — Gray,  Fownes,  and  Turner. 

On  Botany — Eaton,  Bigelow,  Gray,  and  Wood. 
The  following  are  the  members  of  the  Faculty : — 

C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

I.  ftj.  Comings,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice,  and  Obstetrics. 

J.  Kost,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany. 

E.  M.  Parritt,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Walter  Burkham,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery. 

The  next  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Thursday  in  March,  18.50,  and 
continue  fourteen  weeks.  The  fee  for  a  full  Course  is  $50,  in  advance,  with  a  m  tricu- 
lation  fee  of  §3.  Of  those  w7ho  have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges, 
$10  only  are  required.  Graduates  will  be  charged,  in  addition,  SIS  for  a  Diploma.  Good 
board  can  be  had  for  32,25  per  week. 

The  text-books  recommended  are  consulted  eclecticolly  ; — authoritatively,  indeed,  so 
far  as  they  are  descriptive  of  actual  conditions,  as  in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 
the  like  ;  but  otherwise  with  careful  discrimination, — the  fundamental  peculiarity  of  what  is 
taught  in  this  Institution  being,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  employing  poisons  of  any  kind 
as  medicinal  agents  ;  and  that  the  object,  in  exhibiting  any  remedy,  should  be  to  sustain, 
and  not  to  depress  the  vital  powers. 

Quite  extensive  accessions  have,  of  late,  been  made  to  the  Anatomical  and  Chemical  Ap- 
paratus, Library,  &c.  The  Faculty  of  the  Institution  now  constitute  a  full  and  erninently 
able  Board  of  Instruction  ;  and  the  facilities  to  be  enjoyed  by  students  are,  in  every  way, 
ample.  Dissections,  surgical  operations,  illustrations,  and  experiments,  are  conducted  in 
the  most  advantageous  and  instructive  manner. 

During  the  past  year  several  valuable  specimens  of  Morbid  Anatomy  have  been  added 
to  the  Anatomical  Cabinet,  as  donations  from  friends  of  the  Institution.  Other  like  favors, 
and  any  such  preparations  as  are  adapted  to  taciltate  illustrative  teaching,  in  any  of  the 
departments,  are  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicited.  C.  NEWTON,  Presid  nt. 

The  Mew  England  Botanic  Kledical  and  Surgical  Journal 

Is  published  on  the  1st  and  16th  of  every  month,  by  C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  at  No.  1, 
corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets,  Worcester,  Mass.  Each  number  contains  six- 
teen pages  octavo,  with  a  double  cover,  and  the  numbers  of  one  year  constitute  a 
volume.  Terms, — to  subscribers  paying  in  advance,  $1,00  per  year.  Those  delay- 
ing payment  three  months,  wall  be  charged  $1,25  5  and  those  delaying  six  months, 
$1,50.  As  the  price,  in  comparison  to  the  amount  of  matter  afforded,  is  exceeding- 
ly low,  it  is  hut  reasonable  that  advance  payment  be  insisted  on,  or  that  a  fair  equiv- 
alent for  delay  be  required.  The  paper  has  received  numerous  testimonials  of  high 
approbation,  aiid  has  now  obtained  an  extensive  circulation,  not  only  in  New  Eng- 
land, but  also  in  the  South  and  the  West.  It  is  designed  for  domestic  as  well  as 
professional  use,  and  should  be  in  every  family.  All  remittances  and  commu- 
nications pertaining  to  it,  should  be  directed,  post  paid,  to  the  Editor.  Any  person 
forwarding,  post  paid,  the  names  of  four  subscribers,  and  remitting  $4,  shall  re- 
ceive a  fifth  copy  gratis. 


This  Sheet  is  subject  to  Newspaper  Postage  only. 
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NOTICES. 

Cancers  Cured, 

BY    MEANS    HERETOFORE    UNKNOWN. 

The  subscriber  is  now  prepared  to  announce,  that  he  has  in  his  possession  the 
means  of  removing  Cancers, — not  only  without  the  aid  of  the  knife,  but  ordinarily 
without  the  use  of  escharotics,  and  also  without  extraction  in  any  form.  The  sys- 
tem of  operation  is  based  on  the  leading  principles  of  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M.  D., — 
that  the  human  organization  is  a  sort  of  galvanic  battery,  the  nerves  of  which  are 
the  conductors,  and  the  nervo-vital  fluid  is  the  electric  fluid  of  the  battery.  The 
system  supposes,  that,  by  a  proper  increase  and  direction  of  electric  power,  the  vital 
energies  can  be  so  augmented,  as  effectually  to  destroy,  and,  by  means  of  the  ab- 
sorbents, eradicate  from  the  body  the  cancerous  growth.  Occasionally,  however, 
when  extirpation  by  the  knife  has  been  attempted,  the  use  of  vegetable  caustics,  to 
some  extent,  is  required.  By  this  system,  internal  Cancers,  located  on  some  one  or 
the  abdominal  viscera,  where  they  can  not  be, reached  by  caustics,  can  be  destroyed. 

As  some  evidence  that  the  statements  here  made  are  not  a  humbug,  like  the  ten 
thousand  and  one  advertisements  of  the  present  day,  the  subscriber  is  not  only  rea- 
dy to  explain  his  theory  to  those  who  candidly  wish  to  inform  themselves,  but  wil- 
ling to  undertake  the  treatment  of  any  Cancer,  where  the  circumstances  are  ordi- 
narily hopeful,  with  the  distinct  agreement,  that,  without  a  cure,  there  shall  be  no 
charge.  C.  NEWTON,  M.  D. 

Hr.  I.  Jacobs'  Fills. 

Lobelia  Extract  Pills. — These  Pills  are  prepared  from  the  juice  .of  the  green 
herb,  and  evaporated  to  the  consistency  of  a  pill  mass,  at  a  temperature  of  about  98 
degrees  Fahr.  This  is  an  admirable  mode  of  administering  lobelia,  and  considered 
preferable,  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  to  all  others.  The  Pills  are  used,  in  many 
cases,  where  vomiting  is  not  considered  necessary,  and  their  operation  is  highly 
salutary.     Price  $1,00  per  box,  accompanied  with  full  directions. 

Boneset  Extract  Pills,  designed  for  biliary  derangement,  useful  in  dyspepsia, 
morbid  state  of  the  liver,  jaundice,  &c.  Good  also  in  scrofula,  and  consumption. 
Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

Clover  Extract  Pills,  for  purifying  the  blood  and  strengthening  the  system ;  a  val- 
uable remedy,  also,  in  debility,  nervous  affections,  and  female  complaints  gener- 
ally.    Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

The  proprietor  offers  these  medicines  to  the  Profession,  with  full  confidence,  that 
they  will  meet  the  highest  expectations. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  by  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE,  79  and  81  Blackstone 
Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Thomsonian  Infirmary  and  Uledicine  Store. 

Dr.  WILLIAM  CLARK  may  be  consulted  at  his  Infirmary,  Ms.  80  and  82, 
Carver  Street,  Boston. 


NOTICES. 

The  Magnetic  Remedies  of  the  late  H-  H.  Sherwood,  IS.  D. 

These  remarkable  remedies,  consisting  of  a  preparation  of  magnetized  CHLOEIDE  OF 
GOLD,  compounded  with  various  other  materials  with  great  care,  and  by  a  laborious  pro- 
cess, and  of  a  BITUMINOUS  PLASTER,  have  been  tested,  by  an  extensive  practice  of 
twenty  five  years  continuance,  and  may  now  justly  be  considered  as  more  successful  than 
any  other  known  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  CONSUMPTION,  in  all  its  earlv  stages,  and 
in  all  TUBERCULOUS  or  SCROFULOUS  DISEASES.  For  this  class  of  complaints,  they 
are  now  extensively  adopted  by  physicians  in  their  own  practice,  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  They  are  prepared  by  us,  under  the  direction  of  the  Executrix  of  the  late  Dr. 
Sherwood,  to  whom,  by  his  will,  his  medical  recipes  are  intrusted,  in  the  same  manner,  in 
all  respects,  as  heretofore,  and  are  always  accompanied  by  Dr.  Sherwood's  valuable  medi- 
cal treatise  upon  the  motive  power  of  the  Human  System, — a  work  which  was  the  result 
of  many  years  of  labor  and  research,  and  which  shows,  in  the  clearest  manner,  the  princi 
pies  upon  which  the  operation  of  his  remedies  is  founded,  and  their  mode  of  cure.  Both 
the  Treatise  and  the  Remedies  are  so  arranged,  that  they  can  be  sent  by  mail  at  a  trifling 
expense  to  anv  part  of  the  Union.  All  orders  or  communications  for  medical  advice  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Subscribers,  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 

Sherwood's  Vibrating-  Magnetic  Machines. 

By  recent  improvements  in  these  machines,  their  power  is  doubled  in  cases  of  the  same 
size,  and  the  prices  reduced  to  $10,  $12  and  S14  each ;  the  $10  size  being  greatly  superior 
to  the  $12  sizes  of  other  machines.  They  have  now  more  power,  and  run  with  more 
smoothness,  and  are  better  adapted  for  magnetizing  patients,  than  any  others  in  use. 
Each  case  is  accompanied  with  a  MANUAL,  (11th  edition,  pp.  400,  32mo,)  in  the  English 
or  French  language,  according  to  order,  which  contains  clear  and  minute  directions  for 
the  proper  use  of  the  instrument  in  the  various  diseases  to  which  it  is  applicable,  which 
are  found  to  include  many  of  the  most  peculiar  and  obstinate  that  are  known  to  the  medi- 
cal profession.  The  Manual  also  contains  a  synopsis  of  the  different  systems  of  medical 
practice,  Allopathic,  Homoepathic,  and  Magnopathic  with  a  full  glossary. 

Physicians  and  others  are  cautioned  against  purchasing  the  imitations  of  these  machines, 
as  they  will  be  found  of  comparatively  little  value.  No  premium  has  ever  been  obtained 
over  our  Magnetic  Machines  at  the  American  or  any  other  Institute,  as  is  represented  by 
the  manufacturers  of  inferior  machines.  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  %ork. 

JOB  T.  DICKENS,  M.  D„ 

Thomsonian  Botanic  Physician  &  Surgeon. 

BOTANIC  MEDICINES  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL. 
Residence — Charter  Street,  two  doors  from  State  Street,  opposite  the  Post  Office, 

JYewburypQrt,  Mass. 

Wm.  A.  Wright,  H.  D., 

Barnesvilhy  Pike  Co.,  Ga., 

Offers  his  professional  services  to  the  citizens  of  Pike,  and  will  keep  con- 
stantly on  hand  Larrabee's  Botanic  Medicines  and  the  various  compounds,  to  retail 
to  the  afflicted. 


NOTICES. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Mattocks'  Buena  Vista  Pills. 

Purely     Vegetable. 

In  offering  this  medicine  to  the  public,  we  introduce  the  most  mild,  easy,  and  certain  ca- 
thartic ever  known ;  not  the  least  griping  or  drastic  effects  attending  their  operation.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  cure  every  form  of  disease  with  these  pills,  neither  do  we  expect  to  r-aise 
the  dead,  or  kill  the  living  ;  but  we  do  know  that  these  pills  will  cure  diseases  of  the  liver, 
ki  any  form  ;  such  as  acute  or  chronic  inflammation,  jaundice  in  its  worst  stages,  dyspep- 
sia, constipated  bowels,  headache,  heartburn,  flatulencj'',  and  in  fevers  they  are  the  only  med- 
icine needed.  They  will  break  the  most  malignant  type,  if  taken  in  its  first  stage,  accor- 
ding to  the  directions  accompanying  each  box:  they  will  also  remove  all  female  obstruc- 
tions immediately;  and  in  rheumatism  and  gout  they  are  an  infalible  remedy  if  persevered 
in.  In  all  affections  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  organs,  we  can  recommend  them  as  a  per- 
fectly safe  and  efficacious  remedy — gravel,  chronic  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  or  bladder 
stricture  can  be  cured  in  a  short  time  with  these  pills.  As  a  general  cathartic,  they  are 
the  best  ever  offered  to  the  public,  because  they  strengthen  the  bowels  and  leave  the  sys- 
tem in  a  healthy  state,  operating  without  the  least  griping  or  pain. 

Manufactured  and  sold  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  proprietor,  Dr.  E.  J.  MATTOCKS, 
at  his  Medical  Dispensary,  No.  24  Fifth  Street,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  sold  by  agents  throughout 
the  United  States. 

United  States  Thcmsonian  and  Botanic  Depot, 

108  John  Street,  New   York. 

THIS  Establishment,  by  far  the  largest  and  most  extensive  in  this  Country,  and  proba 
bly,  in  the  world,  possesses  advantages  in  variety,  and  extensiveness  of  stock,  peculiar  to 
itself  and  difficult  to  be  found  elsewhere.  The  long  established,  and  continually  increas- 
ing trade  from  all  parts  of  the  continent,  constantly  centering  to  it,  has  given  it  a  charac- 
ter well  worth  the  name  it  bears  ;  and  the  superior  quality  and  purity  of  the  articles  fur- 
nished here,  make  that  character  envied  and  enviable. 

The  Proprietor  has,  for  above  twenty  years,  devoted  his  unremitted  personal  attention 
to  this  business,  and  customers  ordering  Herbs,  Extracts  or  Medicines,  may  rely  that  he 
will  never  suffer  the  reputation  of  this  Establishment  to  be  compromised,  by  impure, 
damaged,  spurious  or  adulterated  articles  being  put  up  in  it,  or  sent  therefrom  ;  and  those 
who  know  him  will  feel  a  perfect  assurance,  that  he  needs  no  instruction  in  pulverizing  his 
articles  without  injuring  their  medical  qualities. 

Every  variety  of  Herbs,  Boots,  Barks,  Extracts,  Ointments,  and  Compounds,  recom- 
mended by  the  various  Botanical  authors  of  our  Country,  constantly  kept  on  hand,  in 
large  quantities,  ready  for  shipment  at  the  shortest  notice. 

Catalogues,  containing  a  complete  list  of  his  vast  stock  of  Botanic  Simples  and 
Compounds,  Gums,  Essential  Oils,  Distilled  Waters,  Syringes,  Surgical  Instruments, 
Glass  Ware,  Medical  Works,  and  Miscellaneous  Articles,  will  be  furnished  gratis,  to  all 
post-paid  applications.  H.  WINCHESTER. 

108  Johjj  Street,  New  York 

Bush's  Extract  of  Smilax, 

OR  SPANISH  SARSAPARILL A. 

Whence  are  the  occasional  failures  of  Sarsaparilla  ?  The  present  popularity  of  this  in- 
valuable medicine  makes  the  above  a  frequent  question  5  and  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
state,  in  this  card,  the  most  common  causes  of  disappointment  in  the  use  of  the  medicine. 
First,  there  are  only  a  few  species  of  Sarsaparilla  that  contain  the  peculiar  virtues,  and  it 
is  well  known,  that  many  varieties  are  found  in  market,  and  are  used  by  manufacturers. 
Secondly,  the  virtues  of  Sarsaparilla  are  exceedingly  volatile,  and  are  soon,  impaired  by  age  ; 
while  but  very  little  discrimination  is  generally  made  in  its  selection.  Thirdly,  the  virtues 
are  extremely  liable  to  be  impaired  and  even  entirely  lost  by  the  preparation  of  the  syrup 
or  extract. 

The  proprietors  of  this  preparation  are  happy  now  to  offer,  to  the  afflicted  public,  an  arti- 
cle in  which  all  the  causes  of  failure  have  been  studiously  avoided ;  and  they  cannot  fail  to 
maintain  the  credit  of  this  incomparably  valuable  medicine.  The  recent  discovery  of  the 
true  Smilax  Sarsaparilla  in  the  south,  by  Prof.  I.  M.  Comings,  has  put  us  in  possession  of 
the  genuine  root  in  a  fresh  state  ;  and  a  new  method  of  preparation ,  discovered  by  the  pro- 
prietors, enables  them  to  offer  to  the  purchaser  a  superior  article  of  extract  of  Sarsaparilla. 
The  attention  of  Dispensers,  Druggists,  Physicians,  and  Patients,  is  particularly  invited  to 
the  trial  of  an  article  which  is  warranted  genuine  and  superior  to  any  other  article  now 
offered  to  the  public. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  Wholesale  &  Retail,  by  W.  &  H.  Bush  &  Co.  Principal  office, 
No.  9,  Park  St.,  Worcester,  Mass.  Also,  for  sale,  by  B.  0.  &  G.  C.  Wilson,  No.  18  Cen- 
tral St.  Boston  3  by  Dr.  C.  Newton,  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Sts.,  Worcester,  Mass.  j 
and  at  all  the  principal  Druggists'  shops  and  stores,  throughout  the  N.  E.  States. 


NOTICES. 


From.  Paid  to 

Francis  Harris,  July  16th,  1849 

Ezra  Loomis,  "           "  " 

George  W.  Skinner,  Dec.       "  " 

Reuben  Green,              "          "  u 

Nathaniel  Stowell,         "          "  " 

E.  A.  Allen,                   "          "  " 

Royal  Cummings,         "          "  " 

W.  Stripling,                  «          "  " 


Receipts  for  the  Journal,  Vol.  3d. 

From  Paid  to 

John  Weathersbee,  Dec.  16th,  1849. 

J.  S.  Parker,  »          "  " 

H.  VanNorman,  "          "  " 

Simeon  Avery,  "          "  " 

S.  Hally,  "           «  "■ 

Nathan  Chase,  July       "  1850. 

Job  Tripp,  "           "  " 


Mattson's  American  Vegetable  Practice,  or  Family  Guide. 

Second  Edition,  Revised,  with  Important  Additions. 

I.  Anatomy,  with  a  Steel  Engraving  of  the  Human  Skeleton,  back  and  front 
view,  and  a  number  of  Wood  Illustrations. 

II.  The  Old  School  Practice. 

III.  Vegetable  Materia  Medica,  with  twenty-four  beautifully  colored  Illustrations. 

IV.  Compounds. 

V.  Description  of  Diseases,  Treatment,  &c. 

VI.  Guide  for  Women,  or  Simplified  Treatise  of  Child  Birth;  Description  of 
Diseases  of  Females  and  Infants,  &c. 

It  is  generally  conceded,  that  there  is  no  better  Botanic  Work  than  this  for  fami- 
lies. Every  Botanic  Physician  also  should  have  a  copy  of  it  in  his  library.  It  has 
received  great  favor  in  England,  and  is  publicly  announced  there,  by  some  of  the 
educated  and  prominent  Physicians,  as  their  Guide  of  Practice. 

For  sale  by 

WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 
the  Publisher  and  Proprietor,  at  the  New  England  Botanic  Depot,  rear  of  47,  Hano- 
ver Street,  Boston,  Mass.     Also  an  extensive  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines,  and 
every  thing  that  appertains  to  an  establishment  of  the  kind,  very  low,  for  cash  or 
approved  credit. 

ACUEIfCY. 

The  subscriber  is  agent  for  all  popular  weekly,  monthly,  and  quarterly  Journals. 
Petersburgk,  N.  Y.  W.  K.  SCRIVEN. 

For  Sale. 

A  Physician's  stand,  within  15  miles  of  Boston,  in  one  of  the  most  flourishing  manufac- 
turing towns  in  Massachusetts. 

For  particulars,  address,  post-paid,  the  Editor  of  this  paper,  or  Dr.  Joseph  Jackson, 
No.  102,  Court  Street,  Boston. 

Notice. 

The  subscriber,  being  desirious  of  quiting  the  practice  of  medicine,  wants  to  dispose  of 
his  stock  and  fixtures.  The  location  is  long  established  in  a  large  and  flourishing  village  ; 
and,  for  a  man  of  ability  and  energy,  a  more  favorable  location  for  the  Botanic  practice 
cannot  be  found.  For  particulars,  address  WILLIAM  A.  GREENLEAF,  M.  D.,  South 
Middletown,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y. 


NOTICE. 

Laboratory  of  Thomsonian  Botanic  jJIedicine, 

No.  20,  South  Calvert  St Baltimore. 

THE  first  mill  erected  in  the  United  States  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing 
Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicines. 

The  subscriber  has  the  largest  and  most  complete  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines 
in  the  United  States,  comprising  all  the  various  Compounds  and  other  articles  re- 
commended by  Dr.  S.  Thomson,  besides  an  extensive  variety  of  other  approved 
Botanic  Medicines.  Having  erected  his  Steam  Mills  expressly  for  the  above  Medi- 
cines, he  is  enabled  to  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  and  warrants  his  Medicines 
to  be  genuine  and  pure,  prepared  in  the  best  manner,  and  clear  of  any  deleterious  or 
poisonous  qualities,  as  he  does  not  admit  any  thing  of  that  nature  about  his  establish- 
ment. 

An  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years,  in  the  practice,  preparation,  and  com- 
pounding of  Botanic  Medicines,  from  the  very  best  and  purest  materials  in  the  mar- 
ket, has  afforded  him  just  grounds  to  flatter  himself,  that  his  Medicines,  after  a  fair 
trial,  will  compete  with  any  which  may  be  offered  to  the  friends  of  the  Botanie 
cause,  within  the  whole  range  of  our  country. 

iSp3  It  is  of  great  importance,  that  Practitioners,  and  others,  using  Botanic  Medi- 
cines, should  be  apprised,  that  all  the  articles  manufactured  at  his  establishment  are 
pulverized, — not  ground, — between  an  upper  and  nether  mill-stone ;  as  the  latter 
process  heats,  and  consequently  injures,  if  it  does  not  destroy  the  medical  virtues  of 
all  articles  submitted  to  such  an  operation. 

On  hand  all  the  various  Medical  Works  on  the  Botanic  System,  together  with  a 
general  assortment  of  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  and  all  the  articles  connected  with  the 
business.  Those  wishing  pure  Medicines  can  be  supplied  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms  by  EPH'M.  LARRABEE. 

May,  1847. 

BXedical    Notice. 

i.  ju.  commas,  m.  d., 

Having  located  himself  permanently  in  Worcester,  is  prepared  to  treat  the  various  forms 
of  Chronic  Disease.  He  has  given  his  attention  particularly  to  this  class  of  complaints 
for  some  years,  and  been  very  successful  in  his  treatment.  He  feels  a  confidence  in  solicit- 
ing the  patronage  of  those  who  are  unfortunately  afflicted  with  Scrofula,  or  any  Cutaneous 
Eruption,  Rheumatism,  Liver  Complaint,  or  any  Affection  of  the  Kidneys,  with  Old  Sores 
or  Ulcers,  &c. 

He  has  cured  cases  of  White  Swelling  that  have  defied  the  treatment  of  the  best  Old 
School  physicians,  and  where  amputation  has  been  pronounced  absolutely  necessary. 

Those  from  a  distance,  who  may  desire  to  consult  him,  can  do  so  by  letter;  stating  mi- 
nutely the  symptoms  and  history  of  the  case.  To  such,  he  can  send  medicines,  by  Express 
or  Mail,  with  the  necessary  directions.  The  patient  can  thus,  at  a  trifling  expense,  have 
the  opportunity  to  test  his  skill  without  a  personal  visit. 

Two  or  three  young  men  who  wish  to  pursue  the  study  of  medicine  can  be  entered  as 
students  with  him. 

Worcester,  May,  1849. 

IVotice. 

The  subscriber,  having  recently  purchased,  of  Dr.  Pike,  his  stock  of  medicine,  would 
invite  his  old  friends  and  the  patrons  of  the  New  England  Thomsonian  Depot,  to  call  on 
him  at  the  old  stand,  where  he  intends  to  fucnish  good  medicines  at  fair  prices.  Ha  is 
also  agent  for  Strong  &  Osgood's  Physianth&opic  Pills,  and  Dr.  Pike's  Pain  Alleviator. 

Boston,  May  1,  1849.  JAMES  OSGOOD. 

J.  Jackson,  M.  D.,  Botanic  Physician, 

No.  102,  Court  Street boston. 

House,  No.  42,  Poplar  Street.     Calls  in  the  city  and  country  attended  to. 
Botanic  Medicines,  wholesale  and  retail. 


NOTICES. 

WI1§obi5s  Thontsoiiian.  aiad  Botanic  laboratory. 

No.  18,  Central  Street Boston,  Mass. 

JSP  The  subscribers  would  respectfully  inform  the  public,  that  they  have  recently 
opened  the  above  establishment,  where  may  be  found  an  extensive  assortment  of  Bo- 
tanic and  Thomsonian  Medicines,  Shaker  Herbs,  Extracts,  Oils,  &c.  Syringes  of 
all  kinds,  and  all  the  different  Medical  Works  upon  the  reformed  system  of  practice 
published  in  the  United  States ;  also,  Brandy,  Wines,  and  other  liquors  of  the  choic- 
est brands,  for  medicinal  purposes  only. 

Having  made  arrangements  to  obtain  all  articles,  that  are  indigenous  to  this  coun- 
try, directly  from  those  parts  where  they  are  grown,  and  found  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance and  perfection,  they  are  prepared  to  supply  Wholesale  Dealers,  Practitioners, 
and  others,  with  medicines  of  superior  quality,  at  prices  as  low  as  they  are  sold  at  any 
similar  establishment  in  the  country.  The  utmost  care  will  be  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  Compounds.  Medicines  neatly  put  up  in  small  packages,  and  labelled  with 
full  directions  for  family  use,  if  required,  and  safely  packed  for  any  climate. 

Orders,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  from  the  most  distant  sections  of  the  country, 
promptly  and  faithfully  attended  to.  B.  OSGOOD  WILSON, 

G.  CARLOS  WILSON. 

Dr.  Skinner's  Clarified  Oil  of  Cod -Fish  Liver, 

For  the  cure  of  Consumption,  Scrofula,  Rheumatism,  &c.  The  medicinal  vir- 
tues of  this  valuable  Oil  are  truly  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  age.  Con- 
sumption and  Scrofula  will  yield  to  its  influence  in  nine  cases  out  of  every  ten. 

Sold  by  Dr.  S.  at  his  office,  60  1-2  Cornhill  (up  stairs)  Boston,  wholesale  and  retail. 
Large  bottles  75  cents — small  ones  37  1-2  cents.     Descriptive  pamphlets  and  cases 
of  cures,  in  this  city  and  in  the  country,  to  be  had  gratis  at  this  office.     The  Oil  is 
recommended  and  approved  by' most  of  the  physicians  of  Boston. 
Druggists  and  the  Profession  supplied  at  the  usual  discount. 

IVew  York  State  Thomsoiaian  and  Botanic  Depot* 

NO.  49  WASHINGTON  STREET,  ALBANY. 

Dr.  A.  MOSHER,  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Med- 
icines, Shaker  Herbs,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Extracts,  Ointments, 
Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually  kept  in  Bo- 
tanic Stores. 

Also,  Family  Medicines,  ef  all  kinds,  put  up  in  packages,  with  directions  for  fam- 
ily use ;  together  with 

Mosher's  Compound  Exiract  §f  Sarsaparilla,   Yellow  Dock-,  and  Wild 

Cherry, 
a  new,  and  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  the  removal  and  permanent  cure  of  diseases 
arising  from  an  impure  state  of  the  blood. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  subscribers,  No.  49,  Washing- 
ton Street,  Albany,  and  also  by  their  authorized  agents,  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. 

A.  MOSHER  &  CO. 

The  abore  Compounds  maj  be  had  at  the  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets, 
Worcester,  Mass. 


NOTICES. 

"Worcester  Medical  Institution. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY,  &c. 

The  course  of  study  required  by  this  Institution  is  intended  to  occupy  three  full  years  ; 
and  candidates  for  the  regular  degree  of  M.  D.  must  have  attended  two  full  Courses  of  Medi- 
cal Lectures  in  some  established  Medical  College,  one  of  which  must  have  been  in  this  Insti- 
tution. They  must  present  satisfactory  testimonials  of  good  moral  character  5  must  have 
a  competent  literary  education  ;  and  must  well  sustain  an  examination  in  the  various 
branches  of  medical  study,  as  contained  in  our  Course  of  Lectures,  and  in  the  text-books 
which  we  recommend,  or  equivalents. 

The  following  are  the  principal  authors  recommended : — 

On  Anatomy — Wilson,  Quain,  Wistar,  Paxton,  and  Harrison. 

On  Surgery — Pancoast,  Druitt,  Liston,  Cooper,  Velpeau,  and  Castle. 

On  Physiology — Carpenter,  Oliver,  Muller,  and  Dunglison.         .    " 

On  Pathology — Gross,  Chomel,  Gallup,  and  Watson. 

On  Materia  Medica — Kost,  Pereira,  and  Wood  and  Bache. 

On  ^Auscultation  and  Percussion — Laennec,  Williams,  Gerhard,  Bowditch,  and  Watson. 

On  Theory  and  Practice — Watson,  Mackintosh,  Elliotson  and  Stewartson,Kost,  Mattson, 
Howard,  Worthy,  Comfort,  Smith,  Curtis,  and  Thomson. 

On  the  Institutes  of  Medicine — Gallup  and  Curtis. 

On  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  Children — Churchill,  Eberle,  Chailly, 
Maygrier,  Velpeau,  Beach,  and  Curtis. 

On  Medical  Jurisprudence — Beck  and  Williams. 

On  Chemistry — Gray,  Fownes,  and  Turner. 

On  Botany — Eaton,  Bigelow,  Gray,  and  Wood. 
The  following  are  the  members  of  the  Faculty : — 

C  Newton,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

I.  M.  Comings,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice,  and  Obstetrics. 

J.  Kost,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany. 

E.  M.  Parritt,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and.  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Walter  Burnham,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery. 

The  next  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Thursday  in  March,  1850,  and 
continue  fourteen  weeks.  The  fee  for  a  full  Course  is  $50,  in  advance,  with  a  matricu- 
lation fee  of  $3.  Of  those  who  have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges, 
$10  only  are  required.  Graduates  will  be  charged,  in  addition,  $18  for  a  Diploma.  Good 
board  can  be  had  for  $2,25  per  week. 

The  text-books  recommended  are  consulted  ecleotically  ; — authoritatively,  indeed,  so 
far  as  they  are  descriptive  of  actual  conditions,  as  in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 
the  like  ;  but  otherwise  with  care  fid  discrimination, — the  fundamental  peculiarity  of  what  is 
taught  in  this  Institution  being,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  employing  poisons  of  any  kind 
as  medicinal  agents  ;  and  that  the  object,  in  exhibiting  any  remedy,  should  be  to  sustain, 
and  not  to  depress  the  vital  powers. 

Quite  extensive  accessions  have,  of  late,  been  made  to  the  Anatomical  and  Chemical  Ap- 
paratus, Library,  &c.  The  Faculty  of  the  Institution  now  constitute  a  full  and  eminently 
able  Board  of  Instruction  ;  and  the  facilities  to  be  enjoyed  by  students  are,  in  every  way, 
ample.  Dissections,  surgical  operations,  illustrations,  and  experiments,  are  conducted  in 
the  most  advantageous  and  instructive  manner. 

During  the  past  year  several  valuable  specimens  of  Morbid  Anatomy  have  been  added 
to  the  Anatomical  Cabinet,  as  donations  from  friends  of  the  Institution.  Other  like  favors, 
and  any  such  preparations  as  are  adapted  to  faciltate  illustrative  teaching,  in  any  of  the 
departments ;  are  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicited.  C.  NEWTON,  President. 

The  New  England  Eotanic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 

Is  published  on  the  1st  and  16th  of  every  month,  by  C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  at  the 
corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets,  Worcester,  Mass.  Each  number*  contains  six- 
teen pages  octavo,  with  a  double  cover,  and  the  numbers  of  one  year  constitute  a 
volume.  Terms, — to  subscribers  paying  in  advance,  $1,00  per  year.  Those  delay- 
ing payment  three  months,  will  be  charged  $1,25  ;  and  those  delaying  six  months, 
$1,50.  As  the  price,  in  comparison  to  the  amount  of  matter  afforded,  is  exceeding- 
ly low,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  advance  payment  be  insisted  on,  or  that  a  fair  equiv- 
alent for  delay  be  required.  The  paper  has  received  numerous  testimonials  of  high 
approbation,  and  has  now  obtained  an  extensive  circulation,  not  only  in  New  Eng- 
land, but  also  in  the  South  and  the  West.  It  is  designed  for  domestic  as  well  as 
professional  use,  and  should  be  in  every  family.  All  remittances  and  commu- 
nications pertaining  to  it,  should  be  directed,  post  paid,  to  the  Editor.  Any  person 
forwarding,  post  paid,  the  names  of  four  subscribers,  and  remitting  $4,  shall  re- 
ceive a  fifth  copy  gratis. 


This  Sheet  is  subject  to  Newspaper  Postage  only. 
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NOTICES. 

Cancers  Cured, 

BY    MEANS    HERETOFORE    UNKNOWN. 

The  subscriber  is  now  prepared  to  announce,  that  he  has  in  his  possession  the 
means  of  removing  Cancers, — not  only  without  the  aid  of  the  knife,  but  ordinarily 
without  the  use  of  escharotics,  and  also  without  extraction  in  any  form.  The  sys- 
tem of  operation  is  based  on  the  leading  principles  of  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M.  D., — 
that  the  human  organization  is  a  sort  of  galvanic  battery,  the  nerves  of  which  are 
the  conductors,  and  the  nervo- vital  fluid  is  the  electric  fluid  of  the  battery.  The 
system  supposes,  that,  by  a  proper  increase  and  direction  of  electric  power,  the  vital 
energies  can  be  so  augmented,  as  effectually  to  destroy,  and,  by  means  of  the  ab- 
sorbents, eradicate  from  the  body  the  cancerous  growth.  Occasionally,  however, 
'when  extirpation  by  the  knife  has  been  attempted,  the  use  of  vegetable  caustics,  to 
■some  extent,  is  required.  By  this  system,  internal  Cancers,  located  on  some  one  01 
the  ahdominal  viscera,  where  they  can  not  be  reached  by  caustics,  can  be  destroyed. 

As  some  evidence  that  the  statements  here  made  are  not  a  humbug,  like  the  ten 
thousand  and  one  advertisements  of  the  present  day,  the  subscriber  is  not  only  rea- 
dy to  explain  his  theory  to  those  who  candidly  wish  to  inform  themselves,  but  wil- 
ling to  undertake  the  treatment  of  any  Cancer,  where  the  circumstances  are  ordi- 
narily hopeful,  with  the  distinct  agreement,  that,  without  a  cure,  there  shall  be  no 
charge.  C.  NEWTON,  M.  D. 

Br.  I.  Jacobs5  Pills. 

Lobelia  Extract  Pills. — These  Pills  are  prepared  from  the  juice  of  the  green 
herb,  and  evaporated  to  the  consistency  of  a  pill  mass,  at  a  temperature  of  about  93 
degrees  Fahr.  This  is  an  admirable  mode  of  administering  lobelia,  and  considered 
preferable,  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  to  all  others.  The  Pills  are  used,  in  many 
cases,  where  vomiting  is  not  considered  necessary,  and  their  operation  is  highly 
salutary.     Price  $1,00  per  box,  accompanied  with  full  directions. 

Boneset  Extract  Pills,  designed  for  biliary  derangement,  useful  in  dyspepsia, 
morbid  state  of  the  liver,  jaundice,  &c.  Good  also  in  scrofula,  and  consumption. 
Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

Clover  Extract  Pills,  for  purifying  the  blood  and  strengthening  the  system ;  a  val- 
uable remedy,  also,  in  debility,  nervous  affections,  and  female  complaints  gener- 
ally.    Price  33  cents  per  box,  loithfull  directions. 

The  proprietor  offers  these  medicines  to  the  Profession,  with  full  confidence,  that 
they  will  meet  the  highest  expectations. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  by  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE,  79  and  81  Blackstone 
Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Thomsoiiian  Infirmary  and  Medicine  Store. 

Dr.  WILLIAM  CLARK  may  be  consulted  at  his  Infirmary,  Nos.  80  and  82s 
Carver  Street,  Boston". 


NOTICES. 

The  magnetic  Remedies  of  the  late  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M.  D. 

These  remarkable  remedies,  consisting  of  a  preparation  of  magnetized  CHLORIDE  OF 
GOLD,  compounded  with  various  other  materials  with  great  care,  and  by  a  laborious  pro- 
cess, and  of  a  BITUMINOUS  PLASTER,  have  been  tested,  by  an  extensive  practice  of 
twenty  five  years  continuance,  and  may  now  justly  be  considered  as  more  successful  than 
any  other  known  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  CONSUMPTION,  in  all  its  early  stages,  and 
in  all  TUBERCULOUS  or  SCROFULOUS  DISEASES.  For  this  class  of  complaints, 'they 
are  now  extensively  adopted  by  physicians  in  their  own  practice,  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  They  are  prepared  by  us,  under  the  direction  of  the  Executrix  of  the  late  Dr. 
Sherwood,  to  whom,  by  his  will,  his  medical  recipes  are  intrusted,  in  the  same  manner,  in 
all  respects,  as  heretofore,  and  arc  always  accompanied  by  Dr.  Sherwood's  valuable  medi- 
cal treatise  upon  the  motive  power  of  the  Human  System, — a  work  which  was  the  result 
of  many  years  of  labor  and  research,  and  which  shows,  in  the  clearest  manner,  the  princi 
pies  upon  which  the  operation  of  his  remedies  is  founded,  and  their  mode  of  cure.  Both 
the  Treatise  and  the  Remedies  are  so  arranged,  that  they  can  be  sent  by  mail  at  a  trifling 
expense  to  any  part  of  the  Union.  All  orders  or  communications  for  medical  advice  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Subscribers,  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York, 

Sherwood's  Vibrating  Magnetic  Machines- 

By  recent  improvements  in  these  machines,  their  power  is  doubled  in  cases  of  the  same 
size,  and  the  prices  reduced  to  $10,  $  12  and  814  each ;  the  $10  size  being  greatly  superior 
to  the  $12  sizes  of  other  machines.  They  have  now  more  power,  and  run  with  more 
smoothness,  and  are  better  adapted  for  magnetizing  patients,  than  any  others  in  use. 
Each  case  is  accompanied  with  a  MANUAL,  (11th  edition,  pp.  400,  32mo,)  in  the  English 
or  French  language,  according  to  order,  which  contains  clear  and  minute  directions  for 
the  proper  use  of  the  instrument  in  the  various  dise  ases  to  which  it  is  applicable,  which 
are  found  to  include  many  of  the  most  peculiar  and  obstinate  that  are  known  to  the  medi- 
cal profession.  The  Manual  also  contains  a  synopsis  of  the  different  systems  of  medical 
practice,  Allopathic,  Homoepathic,  and  Magnopathic  with  a  full  glossary. 

Physicians  and  others  are  cautioned  against  purchasing  the  imitations  of  these  machines, 
as  they  will  be  found  of  comparatively  little  value.  No  premium  has  ever  been  obtained 
over  our  Magnetic  Machines  at  the  American  or  any  other  Institute,  as  is  represented  by 
the  manufacturers  of  inferior  machines.  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 

JOB  T.  DICKENS,  M.  D., 

Thomsonian  Botanic  Physician  &  Surgeon. 

BOTANIC  MEDICINES  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL. 

Residence — Charter  Street,  two  doors  from  State  Street,  opposite  the  Post  Office, 

Newburyport,  Mass.  » 

Wm.  A.  Wright,  M.  ©., 

Barnesville,  Pike  Co.,  Ga., 
Offers   his  professional  services    to  the    citizens  of  Pike,  and  will  keep  con- 
stantly on  hand  Larrabee's  Botanic  Medicines  and  the  various  compounds,  to  retail 
to  the  afflicted. 


NOTICES. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Mattocks'  Buena  Vista  Pills, 

Purely     Vegetable. 

In  offering  this  medicine  to  the  public,  we  introduce  the  most  mild,  easy,  and  certain  ca- 
thartic ever  known ;  not  the  least  griping  or  drastic  effects  attending  their  operation.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  cure  every  form  of  disease  with  these  pills,  neither  do  we  expect  to  raise 
the  dead,  or  kill  the  living  5  but  we  do  know  that  these  pills  will  cure  diseases  of  the  liver, 
ih  any  form ;  such  as  acute  or  chronic  inflammation,  jaundice  in  its  worst  stages,  dyspep- 
sia, constipated  bowels,  headache,  heartburn,  flatulency,  and  in  fevers  they  are  the  only  med- 
icine needed.^  They  will  break  the  most  malignant  type,  if  taken  in  its  first  stage,  accor- 
ding to  the  directions  accompanying  each  box :  they  will  also  remove  all  female  obstruc- 
tions immediately ;  and  in  rheumatism  and  gout  they  .are  an  infalible  remedy  if  persevered 
in.  In  all  affections  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  organs,  we  can  recomimendthem  as  a  per- 
fectly safe  and  efficacious  remedy— gravel,  chronic  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  or  bladder 
stricture  can  be  cured  in  a  short  time  with  these  pills.  As  a  general  cathartic,  they  are 
the  best  ever  offered  to  the  public,  because  they  strengthen  the  bowels  and  leave  the  sys- 
tem in  a  healthy  state,  operating  without  the  least  griping  or  pain. 

Manufactured  and  sold  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  proprietor,  Dr.  E.  J.  MATTOCKS, 
at  his  Medical  Dispensary,  No.  24  Fifth  Street,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  sold  by  agents  throughout 
the  United  States. 


United  States  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Depot, 

108  John  Street,  New   York, 

THIS  Establishment,  by  far  the  largest  and  most  extensive  in  this  Country,  and  proba 
bly,  in  the  world,  possesses  advantages  in  variety,  and  extensiveness  of  stock,  peculiar  ftp 
itself  and  difficult  to  be  found  elsewhere.  The  long  established,  and  continually  increas- 
ing trade  from  all  parts  of  the  continent,  constantly  centering  to  it,  has  given  it  a  charac- 
ter well  worth  the  name  it  bears  ;  and  the  superior  quality  and  purity  of  the  articles  fur- 
nished here,  make  that  character  envied  and  enviable. 

The  Proprietor  has,  for  above  twenty  years,  devoted  his  unremitted  personal  attention 
to  this  business,  and  customers  ordering  Herbs,  Extracts  or  Medicines,  may  rely  that  he 
will  never  suffer  the  reputation  of  this  Establishment  to  be  compromised,  by  impure, 
damaged,  spurious  or  adulterated  articles  being  put  up  in  it,  or  sent  therefrom  ;  'and  those 
who  Icnoio  him  will  feel  a  perfect  assurance,  that  he  needs  no  instruction  in  pulverizing  his 
articles  without  injuring  their  medical  qualities. 

Every  variety  of  Herbs,  Eoots,  Barks,  Extracts,  Ointments,  and  Compounds,  recom- 
mended by  the  various  Botanical  authors  of  our  Country,  constantly  kept  on  hand,  in 
large  quantities,  ready  for  shipment  at  the  shortest  notice. 

Catalogues,  containing  a  complete  list  of  his  vast  stock  of  Botanic  Simples  and 
Compounds,  Gums,  Essential  Oils,  Distilled  Waters,  Syringes,  Surgical  Instruments, 
Glass  Ware,  Medical  Works,  and  Miscellaneous  Articles,  will  be  furnished  gratis,  to  all 
post-paid  applications.  H.  WINCHESTER. 

108  John  Street,  New  Yorx 

Bush's  Extract  of  Smilax, 

OR  SPANISH  SARSAPARILL A. 

Whence  are  the  occasional  failures  of  Sarsaparilla  ?  The  present  popularity  of  this  in- 
valuable medicine  makes  the  above  a  frequent  question  ;  and  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
state,  in  this  card,  the  most  common  causes  of  disappointment  in  the  use" of  the  medicine. 
First,  there  are  only  a  few  species  of  Sarsaparilla  that  oontain  the  peculiar  virtues,  and  it 
is  well  known,  that  many  varieties  are  found  in  market,  and  are  used  by  manufacturers. 
Secondly,  the  virtues  of  Sarsaparilla  are  exceedingly  volatile,  and  are  soon  impaired  by  age  5 
while  but  very  little  discrimination  is  generally  made  in  its  seleotion.  Thirdly,  the  virtues 
are  extremely  liable  to  be  impaired  and  even  entirely  lost  by  the  preparation  of  the  syrup 
or  extract. 

The  proprietors  of  this  preparation  are  happy  now  to  offer,  to  the  afflicted  public,  an  arti- 
cle in  which  all  the  causes  of  failure  have  been  studiously  avoided ;  and  they  cannot  fail  to 
maintain  the  credit  of  this  incomparably  valuable  medicine.  The  recent  discovery  of  the 
true  Smilax  Sarsaparilla  in  the  south,  by  Prof.  I.  M.  Comings,  has  put  us  in  possession  of 
the  genuine  root  in  a  fresh  state  ;  and  a  new  method  of  preparation,  discovered  by  the  pro- 
prietors, enables  them  to  offer  to  the  purchaser  a  superior  article  of  extract  of  Sarsaparilla. 
The  attention  of  Dispensers,  Druggists,  Physicians,  and  Patients,  is  particularly  invited  to 
the  trial  of  an  article  which  is  warranted  genuine  and  superior  to  any  other  article  now 
offered  to  the  public. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  Wholesale  &■  Retail,  bv  W.  &  H.  Bush  &  Co.  Principal  office,. 
No.  9,  Park  St.,  Worcester,  Mass.  Also,  for  sale,  by  B.  0.  &  G.  C  Wilson,  No.  IS  Cen- 
tral St.  Boston;  by  Dr.  C.  Newton,  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Sts.,  Worcester,  Mass,  j 
and  at  all  the  principal  Druggists'  shops  and  stores,  throughout  the  N.  E.  States, 


NOTICES. 


Receipts  for  the  Journal,  Vol,  3d, 


From  Paid  to 

Benjamin  Browning,  July     16th,     1849. 
Benjamin  L.  Pomeroy,  Dec.  "  " 

Isaac  Jacobs,  "      **  u 

S.  D.  Campbell,  "      «  « 

Silas  Clark,  «      «  '4 


From  Paid  to 

O.  B.  Lyman,  Dec.     16th,     1849. 

Abraham  A.  Gilford,    July     "         1850. 
Dennis  Talcott,  "      «  " 

J.  T.  Graham,  "      "  « 

Philip  J.  S  hufett,  Dec.     «  « 


KEattson's  American  Vegetable  Practice,  or  Family  Guide, 

Second  Edition,  Revised,  with  Important  Additions. 

I.  Anatomy,  with  a  Steel  Engraving  of  the  Human  Skeleton,  back  and  front 
view,  and  a  number  of  Wood  Illustrations. 

II.  The  Old  School  Practice. 

III.  Vegetable  Materia  Medica,  with  twenty-four  beautifully  colored  Illustrations. 

IV.  Compounds. 

V.  Description  of  Diseases,  Treatment,  &c. 

VI.  Guide  for  Women,  or  Simplified  Treatise  of  Child  Birth;  Description  of 
Diseases  of  Females  and  Infants,  &c. 

It  is  generally  conceded,  that  there  is  no  better  Botanic  Work  than  this  for  fami* 
lies.  Every  Botanic  Physician  also  should  have  a  copy  of  it  in  his  library.  It  has 
received  great  favor  in  England,  and  is  publicly  announced  there,  by  some  of  the 
educated  and  prominent  Physicians,  as  their  Guide  of  Practice. 

For  sale  by 

WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 
the  Publisher  and  Proprietor,  at  the  New  England  Botanic  Depot,  rear  of  47,  Hano- 
ver Street,  Boston,  Mass.     Also  an  extensive  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines,  and 
every  thing  that  appertains  to  an  establishment  of  the  kind,  very  low,  for  cash  or 
approved  credit. 

AGENCY. 

The  subscriber  is  agent  for  all  popular  weekly,  monthly,  and  quarterly  Journals. 
Petersburg^  N.  T.  W.  R.  SCEIVEN. 

For  Sale. 

A  Physician's  stand,  within  15  miles  of  Boston,  in  one  of  the  most  flourishing  manufac- 
turing towns  in  Massachusetts. 

For  particulars,  address,  post-paid,  the  Editor  of  this  paper,  or  Dr.  Joseph  Jackson, 
No.  102,  Court  Street,  Boston. 


Notice. 

The  subscriber,  being  desirious  of  quiting  the  practice  of  medicine,  wants  to  dispose  of 
his  stock  and  fixtures.  The  location  is  long  established  in  a  large  and  flourishing  village  j 
and,  for  a  man  of  ability  and  energv,  a  more  favorable  location  for  the  Botanic  practice 
cannot  be  found.  For  particulars,  address  WILLIAM  A.  GREENLEAF,  M.  D,3  South 
Middletown,  Orange  Co.,  N«  Y, 


NOTICE. 

Laboratory  of  Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicine, 

No.  20,  South  Calvert  St Baltimore. 

THE  first  mill  erected  in  the  United  States  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing 
Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicines. 

The  subscriber  has  the  largest  and  most  complete  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines 
in  the  United  States,  comprising  all  the  various  Compounds  and  other  articles  re- 
commended by  Dr.  S.  Thomson,  besides  an  extensive  variety  of  other  approved 
Botanic  Medicines.  Having  erected  his  Steam  Mills  expressly  for  the  above  Medi- 
cines, he  is  enabled  to  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  and  warrants  his  Medicines 
to  be  genuine  and  pure,  prepared  in  the  best  manner,  and  clear  of  any  deleterious  or 
poisonous  qualities,  as  he  does  not  admit  any  thing  of  that  nature  about  his  establish- 
ment. 

An  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years,  in  the  practice,  preparation,  and  com- 
pounding of  Botanic  Medicines,  from  the  very  best  and  purest  materials  in  the  mar- 
ket, has  afforded  him  just  grounds  to  flatter  himself,  that  his  Medicines,  after  a  fair 
trial,  will  compete  with  any  which  may  be  offered  to  the  friends  of  the  Botanie 
cause,  within  the  whole  range  of  our  country. 

(US?3  It  is  of  great  importance,  that  Practitioners,  and  others,  using  Botanic  Medi- 
cines, should  be  apprised,  that  all  the  articles  manufactured  at  his  establishment  are 
pulverized, — not  ground, — between  an  upper  and  nether  mill-stone ;  as  the  latter 
process  heats,  and  consequently  injures,  if  it  does  not  destroy  the  medical  virtues  of 
all  articles  submitted  to  such  an  operation. 

Oil  hand  all  the  various  Medical  Works  on  the  Botanic  System,  together  with  a 
general  assortment  of  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  and  all  the  articles  connected  with  the 
business.  Those  wishing  pure  Medicines  can  be  supplied  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms  by  EPH'M.  LARRABEE. 

May,  1847. 

Medical    Notice, 

i.  ]?i.  crimes,  in.  d., 

Having  located  himself  permanently  in  Worcester,  is  prepared  to  treat  the  various  forms 
of  Chronic  Disease.  He  has  given  his  attention  particularly  to  this  class  of  complaints 
for  some  years,  and  been  very  successful  in  his  treatment.  He  feels  a  confidence  in  solicit- 
ing the  patronage  of  those  who  are  unfortunately  afflicted  with  Scrofula,  or  any  Cutaneous 
Eruption,  Kheumatism,  Liver  Complaint,  or  any  Affection  of  the  Kidneys,  with  Old  Sores 
or  Ulcers,  &c. 

He  has  cured  cases  of  White  Swelling  that  have  defied  the  treatment  of  the  best  Old 
School  physicians,  and  where  amputation  has  been  pronounced  absolutely  necessary. 

Those  from  a  distance,  who  may  desire  to  consult  him,  can  do  so  by  letter;  stating  mi- 
nutely the  symptoms  and  history  of  the  case.  To  such,  he  can  send  medicines,  by  Express 
or  Mail,  with  the  necessary  directions.  The  patient  can  thus,  at  a  trifling  expense,  have 
the  opportunity  to  test  his  skill  without  a  personal  visit. 

Two  or  three  young  men  who  wish  to  pursue  the  study  of  medicine  can  be  entered  as 
students  with  him. 

Worcester,  May,  1849. 

Notice. 

The  subscriber,  having  recently  purchased,  of  Dr.  Pike,  his  stock  of  medicine,  would 
invite  his  old  friends  and  the  patrons  of  the  New  England  Thomsonian  Depot,  to  call  on 
him  at  the  old  stand,  where  he  intends  to  ■furnish  good  medicines  at  fair  prices.  He  is 
also  agent  for  Strong  &  Osgood's  Physianfchropic  Pills,  and  Dr.  Pike's  Pain  Alleviator. 

Boston,  May  1,  1849.  JAMES  OSGOOD. 

J.  Jackson,  W.  D.,  Botanic  Physician, 

No.  102,  Court  Street boston. 

House,  No.  42,  Poplar  Street.     Calls  in  the  city  and  country  attended  to. 
E3P  Botanic  Medicines,  wholesale  and  retail. 


NOTICES. 

Wilson5 §  Thonisonian  and  Botanic  Laboratory, 

No.  18,  Central  Street Boston,  Mass. 

ISi^  The  subscribers  would  respectfully  inform  the  public,  that  they  have  recently 
opened  the  above  establishment,  where  may  be  found  an  extensive  assortment  of  Bo- 
tanic and  Thomsonian  Medicines,  Shaker  Herbs,  Extracts,  Oils,  &c.  Syringes  of 
all  kinds,  and  all  the  different  Medical  Works  upon  the  reformed  system  of  practice 
published  in  the  United  States ;  also,  Brandy,  Wines,  and  other  liquors  of  the  choic- 
est brands,  for  medicinal  purposes  only. 

Having  made  arrangements  to  obtain  all  articles,  that  are  indigenous  to  this  coun- 
try, directly  from  those  parts  where  they  are  grown,  and  found  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance and  perfection,  they  are  prepared  to  supply  Wholesale  Dealers,  Practitioners, 
and  others,  with  medicines  of  superior  quality,  at  prices  as  low  as  they  are  sold  at  any 
similar  establishment  in  the  country.  The  utmost  care  will  be  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  Compounds.  Medicines  neatly  put  up  in  small  packages,  and  labelled  with 
full  directions  for  family  use,  if  required,  and  safely  packed  for  any  climate. 

Orders,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  from  the  most  distant  sections  of  the  country, 
promptly  and  faithfully  attended  to.  B.  OSGOOD  WILSON, 

G.  CARLOS  WILSON. 

Dr.  Skinner's  Clarified  Oil  of  God-Fish  Liver, 

For  the  cure  of  Consumption,  Scrofula,  Rheumatism,  &c.  The  medicinal  vir- 
tues of  this  valuable  Oil  are  truly  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  age.  Con- 
sumption and  Scrofula  will  yield  to  its  influence  in  nine  cases  out  of  every  ten. 

Sold  by  Dr.  S.  at  his  office,  60  1-2  Cornhill  (up  stairs)  Boston,  wholesale  and  retail. 
Large  bottles  75  cents — small  ones  37  1-2  cents.     Descriptive  pamphlets  and  cases 
of  cures,  in  this  city  and  in  the  country,  to  be  had  gratis  at  this  office.     The  Oil  is* 
recommended  and  approved  by  most  of  the  physicians  of  Boston. 

Druggists  and  the  Profession  supplied  at  the  usual  discount. 

New  York  State  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Depot. 

NO.  49  WASHINGTON  STREET,  ALBANY. 

Dr.  A.  MOSHER,  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Med- 
icines, Shaker  Herbs,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Extracts,  Ointments, 
Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually  kept  in  Bo- 
tanic Stores. 

Also,  Family  Medicines,  ©fall  kinds,  put  up  in  packages,  with  directions  for  fam= 
ily  use  ;  together  with 

3Iosher's  Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,   Yellow  Dock-,  and  Wild 

Cherry, 
a  new,  and  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  the  removal  and  permanent  cure  of  diseases 
arising  from  an  impure  state  of  the  blood,. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  subscribers,  No.  49,  Washing- 
ton Street,  Albany,  and  also  by  their  authorized  agents,  in  various  parts  of  the  coun« 
try. 

A.  MOSHER  &  CO. 

The  above  Compounds  may  be  had  at  the  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets, 
Worcester,  Mass. 


NOTICES. 

Worcester  Medical  Institution. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY,  &c. 

The  course  of  study  required  by  this  Institution  is  intended  to  occupy  three  full  years  ; 
and  candidates  for  the  regular  degree  of  M.  D.  must  have  attended  two  full  Courses  of  Medi-" 
cal  Lectures  in  some  established  Medical  College,  one  of  which  must  have  been  in  this  Insti- 
tution. They  must  present  satisfactory  testimonials  of  good  moral  character  ;  must  have 
a  competent  literary  education ;  and  must  well  sustain  an  examination  in  the  various 
branches  of  medical  study,  as  contained  in  our  Course  of  Lectures,  and  in  the  text-books 
which  we  recommend,  or  equivalents. 

The  following  are  the  principal  authors  recommended : — 

On  Anatomy — Wilson,  Quain,  Wistar,  Paxton,  and  Harrison. 

On  Surgery — Pancoast,  Druitt,  Liston,  Cooper,  Velpeau,  and  Castle. 

On  Physiology — Carpenter,  Oliver,  Muller,  and  Dunglison. 

On  Pathology — Gross,  Chomel,  Gallup,  and  Watson. 

On  Materm  Medica — Kost,  Pereira,  and  Wood  and  Bache. 

On  Auscultation  and  Percussion — Laennec,  Williams,  Gerhard,  Bowditch,  and  Watson. 

On  Theory  and  Practice — Watson,  Mackintosh,  Elliotson  and  Stewartson^  Kost,  Mattson, 
Howard,  Worthy,  Comfert,  Smith,  Curtis,  and  Thomson. 

On  the  Institutes  of  Medicine — Gallup  and  Curtis. 

On  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  pecxdiar  to  Women  and  Children — Churchill,  Eberle,  Chailly, 
Maygrier,  Velpeau,  Beach,  and  Curtis. 

On  Medical  Jurisprudence — Beck  and  Williams. 

On  Chemistry — Gray,  Fownes,  and  Turner. 

On  Botany — Eaton,  Bigelow,  Gray,  and  Wood. 
The  following  are  the  members  of  the  Faculty : — 

C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

I.  M.  Comings,  M.  D.,  Professorof  Theory  and  Practice,  and  Obstetrics. 

J.  Kost,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany: 

E.  M.  Parritt,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and.  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Walter  Burnham,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery. 

The  next  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Thursday  in  March,  1850,  and 
continue  fourteen  weeks.  The  fee  for  a  full  Course  is  $50,  in  advance,  with  a  matricu- 
lation fee  of  $3.  Of  those  who  have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges, 
SlOonly  are  required.  Graduates  will  be  charged,  in  addition,  SIS  for  a  Diploma.  Good 
board  can  be  had  for  $2,25  per  week. 

The  text-books  recommended  are  consulted  ecleotically  j — authoritatively,  indeed,  so 
far  as  they  are  descriptive  of  actual  conditions,  as  in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 
the  like  ;  but  otherwise  with  careful  discrimination, — the  fundamental  peculiarity  of  what  is 
taught  in  this  Institution  being,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  employing  poisons  of  any  kind 
as  medicinal  agents  5  and  that  the  object,  in  exhibiting  any  remedy,  should  be  to  sustain, 
and  not  to  depress  the  vital  powers. 

Quite  extensive  accessions  have,  of  late,  been  made  to  the  Anatomical  and  Chemical  Ap- 
paratus, Library,  &c.  The  Faculty  of  the  Institution  now  constitute  a  full  and  eminently 
able  Board  of  Instruction  ;  and  the  facilities  to  be  enjoyed  by  students  are,  in  every  way, 
ample.  Dissections,  surgical  operations,  illustrations,  and  experiments,  are  conducted  in 
the  most  advantageous  and  instructive  manner. 

During. the  past  year  several  valuable  specimens  of  Morbid  Anatomy  have  been  added 
to  the  Anatomical  Cabinet,  as  donations  from  friends  of  the  Institution.  Other  like  favors, 
and  any  such  preparations  as  are  adapted  to  faciltate  illustrative  teaching,  in  any  of  the 
departments,  are  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicited.  C.  NEWTON,  President. 

The  Hew  England  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 

Is  published  on  the  1st  and  16th  of  every  month,  by  C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  at  the 
corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets,  Worcester,  Mass.  Each  number  contains  six- 
teen pages  octavo,  with  a  double  cover,  and  the  numbers  of  one  year  constitute  a 
volume.  Terms, — to  subscribers  paying  in  advance,  $1,00  per  year.  Those  delay- 
ing payment  three  months,  will  be  charged  $1,25  ;  and  those  delaying  six  months, 
$1,50.  As  the  price,  in  comparison  to  the  amount  of  matter  afforded,  is  exceeding- 
ly low,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  advance  payment  be  insisted  on,  or  that  a  fair  equiv- 
alent for  delay  be  required.  The  paper  has  received  numerous  testimonials  of  high 
approbation,  and  has  now  obtained  an  extensive  circulation,  not  only  in  New  Eng- 
land, but  also  in  the  South  and  the  West.  It  is  designed  for  domestic  as  well  as 
professional  use,  and  should  be  in  every  family .  All  remittances  and  commu- 
nications pertaining  to  it,  should  be  directed,  post  paid,  to  the  Editor.  Any  person 
forwarding,  post  paid,  the  names  of  four  subscribers,  and  remitting  $4,  shall  re- 
ceive a  fifth  copy  gratis. 


This  Sheet  is  subject  to  Newspaper  Postage  only. 
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NOTICES. 

Cancers  Cured, 

BY    MEANS    HERETOFORE    UNKNOWN. 

The  subscriber  is  now  prepared  to  announce,  that  he  has  in  his  possession  the 
means  of  removing  Cancers, — not  only  without  the  aid  of  the  knife,  but  ordinarily 
without  the  use  of  escharotics,  and  also  without  extraction  in  any  form.  The  sys- 
tem of  operation  is  based  on  the  leading  principles  of  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M.  D., — 
that  the  human  organization  is  a  sort  of  galvanic  battery,  the  nerves  of  which  are 
the  conductors,  and  the  nervo-vital  fluid  is  the  electric  fluid  of  the  battery.  The 
system  supposes,  that,  by  a  proper  increase  and  direction  of  electric  power,  the  vital 
energies  can  be  so  augmented,  as  effectually  to  destroy,  and,  by  means  of  the  ab- 
sorbents, eradicate  from  the  body  the  cancerous  growth.  Occasionally,  however, 
when  extirpation  by  the  knife  has  been  attempted,  the  use  of  vegetable  caustics,  to 
some  extent,  is  required.  By  this  system,  internal  Cancers,  located  on  some  one  or 
the  abdominal  viscera,  where  they  can  not  be  reached  by  caustics,  can  be  destroyed. 

As  some  evidence  that  the  statements  here  made  are  not  a  humbug,  like  the  ten 
thousand  and  one  advertisements  of  the  present  day,  the  subscriber  is  not  only  rea- 
dy to  explain  his  theory  to  those  who  candidly  wish  to  inform  themselves,  but  wil- 
ling to  undertake  the  treatment  of  any  Cancer,  where  the  circumstances  are  ordi- 
narily hopeful,  with  the  distinct  agreement,  that,  without  a  cure,  there  shall  be  no 
charge.  C.  NEWTON,  M.  D. 

Dr.  I;  Jacobs'  Pills. 

Lobelia  Extract  Fills. — These  Pills  are  prepared  from  the  juice  of  the  green 
herb,  and  evaporated  to  the  consistency  of  a  pill  mass,  at  a  temperature  of  about  98 
degrees  Fahr.  This  is  an  admirable  mode  of  administering  lobelia,  and  considered 
preferable,  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  to  all  others.  The  Pills  are  used,  in  many 
cases,  where  vomiting  is  not  considered  necessary,  and  their  operation  is  highly 
salutary.     Price  $1,00  per  box,  accompanied  with  full  directions. 

Boneset  Extract  Pills,  designed  for  biliary  derangement,  useful  in  dyspepsia, 
morbid  state  of  the  liver,  jaundice,  &c.  Good  also  in  scrofula,  and  consumption. 
Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

Clover  Extract  Pills,  for  purifying  the  blood  and  strengthening  the  system ;  a  val- 
uable remedy,  also,  in  debility,  nervous  affections,  and  female  complaints  gener- 
ally.    Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

The  proprietor  offers  these  medicines  to  the  Profession,  with  full  confidence,  that 
they  will  meet  the  highest  expectations. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  by  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE,  79  and  81  Blackstone 
Street,  Eoston,  Mass. 

Thomsoiiiaii  Infirmary  and  Medicine  Store. 

Dr.  WILLIAM  CLARK  may  be  consulted  at  his  Infirmary,  JVos.  80  and  82, 
Carver  Street,  Boston 


NOTICES. 

The  Magnetic  Remedies  of  the  late  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M-  D. 

These  remarkable  remedies,  consisting  of  a  preparation  of  magnetized  CHLORIDE  OF 
GOLD,  compounded  with  various  other  materials  with  great  care,  and  by  a  laborious  pro- 
cess, and  of  a  BITUMINOUS  PLASTER,  have  been  tested,  by  an  extensive  practice  of 
twenty  five  years  continuance,  and  may  now  justly  be  considered  as  more  successful  than 
any  other  known  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  CONSUMPTION,  in  all  its  early  stages,  and 
in  all  TUBERCULOUS  or  SCROFULOUS  DISEASES.  For  this  class  of  complaints,  they 
are  now  extensively  adopted  by  physicians  in  their  own  practice,  in  various  parts  of.  the 
country.  They  are  prepared  by  us,  under  the  direction  of  the  Executrix  of  the  late  Dr. 
Sherwood,  to  whom,  by  his  will,  his  medical  recipes  are  intrusted,  in  the  same  manner,  in 
all  respects,  as  heretofore,  and  are  always  accompanied  by  Dr.  Sherwood's  valuable  medi- 
cal treatise  upon  the  motive  power  of  the  Human  System, — a  work  which  was  the  result 
of  many  years  of  labor  and  research,  and  which  shows,  in  the  clearest  manner,  the  princi 
pies  upon  which  the  operation  of  his  remedies  is  founded,  and  their  mode  of  cure.  Both 
the  Treatise  and  the  Remedies  are  so  arranged,  that  they  can  be  sent  by  mail  at  a  trifling 
expense,  to  any  part  of  the  Union.  All  orders  or  communications  for  medical  advice  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Subscribers,  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 

Sherwood's  Vibrating  Magnetic  Machines. 

By  recent  improvements  in  these  machines,  their  power  is  doubled  in  cases  of  the  same 
size,  and  the  prices  reduced  to  $10,  $12  and  $14  each ;  the  $10  size  being  greatly  superior 
to  the  $12  sizes  of  other  machines.  They  have  now  more  power,  and  run  with  more 
smoothness,  and  are  better  adapted  for  magnetizing  patients,  than  any  others  in  use. 
Each  case  is  accompanied  with  a  MANUAL,  (11th  edition,  pp.  400,  32mo,)  in  the  English 
or  French  langnage,  according  to  order,  which  contains  clear  and  minute  directions  for 
the  proper  use  of  the  instrument  in  the  various  diseases  to  which  it  is  applicable,  which 
are  found  to  include  many  of  the  most  peculiar  and  obstinate  that  are  known  to  the  medi- 
cal profession.  The  Manual  also  contains  a  synopsis  of  the  different  systems  of  medical 
practice,  Allopathic,  Homcepathic,  and  Magnopathic  with  a  full  glossary. 

Physicians  and  others  are  cautioned  against  purchasing  the  imitations  of  these  machines, 
as  they  will  be  found  of  comparatively  little  value.  No  premium  has  ever  been  obtained 
over  our  Magnetic  Machines  at  the  American  or  any  other  Institute,  as  is  represented  by 
the  manufacturers  of  inferior  machines.  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 

JOB  T.  DICKENS,  M.  D., 

Thomsoniaai  Botanic  Physician  &  burgeon. 

BOTANIC  MEDICINES  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL. 

Residence — Charter  Street,  two  doors  from  State  Street,  opposite  the  Post  Office, 

JYewburyport,  Mass. 

Wm.  A.  Wright,  M.  D.? 

Barnesville,  Pike  Co.,  Ga., 

Offers  his  professional  services  to  the  citizens  of  Pike,  and  will  keep  con- 
stantly on  hand  Larrabee's  Botanic  Medicines  and  the  various  compounds,  to  retail 
to  the  afflicted. 


NOTICES. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Mattocks'  Buena  Vista  Fills. 

Purely     Vegetable. 

In  offering  this  medicine  to  the  public,  we  introduce  the  most  mild,  easy,  and  certain  ca- 
thartic ever  known  ;  not  the  least  griping  or  drastic  effects  attending  their  operation.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  cure  every  form  of  disease  with  these  pills,  neither  do  we  expect  to  raise 
the  dead,  or  kill  the  living ;  but  we  do  know  that  these  pills  will  cure  diseases  of  the  liver, 
iln  any  form ;  such  as  acute  or  chronic  inflammation,  jaundice  in  its  worst  stages,  dyspep- 
sia, constipated  bowels,  headache,  heartburn,  flatulency,  and  in  fevers  they  are  the  only  med- 
icine needed.  They  will  break  the  most  malignant  type,  if  taken  in  its  first  stage,  accor- 
ding to  the  directions  accompanying  each  box :  they  will  also  remove  all  female  obstruc- 
tions immediately ;  and  in  rheumatism  and  gout  they  are  an  infalible  remedy  if  persevered 
in.  In  all  affections  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  organs,  we  can  recommend  them  as  a  per- 
fectly safe  and  efficacious  remedy — gravel,  chronic  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  or  bladder 
stricture  can  be  cured  in  a  short  time  with  these  pills.  As  a  general  cathartic,  they  are 
the  best  ever  offered  to  the  public,  because  they  strengthen  the  bowels  and  leave  the  sys- 
tem in  a  healthy  state,  operating  without  the  least  griping  or  pain. 

Manufactured  and  sold  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  proprietor,  Dr.  E.  J.  MATTOCKS, 
at  his  Medical  Dispensary,  No.  24  Fifth  Street,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  sold  by  agents  throughout 
the  United  States. 

United  States  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Depot, 

108  John  Street,  New   York. 

THIS  Establishment,  by  far  the  largest  and  most  extensive  in  this  Country,  and  proba 
bly,  in  the  world,  possesses  advantages  in  variety,  and  extensiveness  of  stock,  peculiar  to 
itself  and  difficult  to  be  found  elsewhere.  The  long  established,  and  continually  increase 
ing  trade  from  all  parts  of  the  continent,  constantly  centering  to  it,  has  given  it  a  charac- 
ter well  worth  the  name  it  bears  ;  and  the  superior  quality  and  purity  of  the  articles  fur-* 
nishedhere,  make  that  character  envied  and  enviable. 

The  Proprietor  has,  for  above  twenty  years,  devoted  his  unremitted  personal  attention 
to  this  business,  and  customers  ordering  Herbs,  Extracts  or  Medicines,  may  rely  that  he 
will  never  suffer  the  reputation  of  this  Establishment  to  be  compromised,  by  impure, 
damaged,  spurious  or  adulterated  articles  being  put  up  in  it,  or  sent  therefrom  ;  and  those 
who  know  him  will  feel  a  perfect  assurance,  that  he  needs  no  instruction  in  pulverizing  bis 
articles  without  injuring  their  medioal  qualities. 

Every  variety  of  Herbs,  Roots,  Barks,  Extracts,  Ointments,  and  Compounds,  recom- 
mended by  the  various  Botanical  authors  of  our  Country,  constantly  kept  on  hand,  in 
large  quantities,  ready  for  shipment  at  the  shortest  notice. 

Catalogues,  containing  a  complete  list  of  his  vast  stock  of  Botanic  Simples  and 
Compounds,  Gums,  Essential  Oils,  Distilled  Waters,  Syringes,  Surgical  Instruments, 
Glass  Ware,  Medioal  Works,  and  Miscellaneous  Articles,  will  be  furnished  gratis,  to  all 
post-paid  applications,  H.  WINCHESTER. 

^03  John  Street,  New  York 

Bush's  Extract  of  Smilax, 

ORSPANISH  SARSAPARILLA. 

Whence  are  the  occasional  failures  of  Sarsaparilla  ?  The  present  popularity  of  this  in- 
valuable medicine  makes  the  above  a  frequent  question  ;  and  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
state,  in  this  card,  the  most  common  causes  of  disappointment  in  the  use  of  the  medicine. 
First,  there  are  only  a  few  species  of  Sarsaparilla  that  contain  the  peculiar  virtues,  and  it 
is  well  known,  that  many  varieties  are  found  in  market,  and  are  used  by  manufacturers. 
Secondly,  the  virtues  of  Sarsaparilla  are  exceedingly  volatile,  and  are  soon  impaired  by  age  3 
while  but  very  little  discrimination  is  generally  made  in  its  selection.  Thirdly,  the  virtues 
are  extremely  liable  to  be  impaired  and  even  entirely  lost  by  the  preparation  of  the  syrup 
or  extraot. 

The  proprietors  of  this  preparation  are  happy  now  to  offer,  to  the  afflicted  public,  an  arti- 
cle in  which  all  the  causes  of  failure  have  been  studiously  avoided  ;  and  they  cannot  fail  to 
maintain  the  credit  of  this  incomparably  valuable  medicine.  The  recent  disoovery  of  the 
true  Smilax  Sarsaparilla  in  the  south,  by  Prof.  I.  M.  Comings,  has  put  us  in  possession  of 
the  genuine  root  in  a  fresh  state  ;  and  a  new  method  of  preparation ,  discovered  by  the  pro- 
prietors, enables  them  to  offer  to  the  purchaser  a  superior  article  of  extract  of  Sarsaparilla. 
The  attention  of  Dispensers,  Druggists,  Physicians,  and  Patients,  is  particularly  invited  to 
the  trial  of  an  article  which  is  warranted  genuine  and  superior  to  any  other  article  now 
offered  to  the  public. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  Wholesale  &,  Retail,  by  W.  &  H.  Bush  &  Co.  Principal  office, 
No.  9,  Park  St.,  Worcester,  Mass.  Also,  for  sale,  by  B.  0.  &  G.  C  Wilson,  No.  18  Cen- 
tral St.  Boston  ;  by  Dr.  C.  Newton,  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Sts.,  Worcester,  Mass,  ^ 
and  at  all  the  principal  Druggists'  shops  and  stores,  throughout  the  N.  E.  States, 


NOTICES, 

Receipts  for  the  Journal,  Vol.  3d. 

From  Paid  to                    From  Paid  to 

Stebbins  Foskit,  Dec.  16th,     1849.  George  Palmer,  Dec,     16th,     1850 

Joseph  Estes,                 «           "           "  Win.  C.  Battey,  "  *«  " 

William  Hallowell,      "  "         1850, 

Mattson's  American  Vegetable  Practice,  or  Family  Guide. 

Second  Edition,  Revised,  with  Important  Additions. 

I.  Anatomy,  with  a  Steel  Engraving  of  the  Human  Skeleton,  back  and  front 
view,  and  a  number  of  Wood  Illustrations. 

II.  The  Old  School  Practice. 

III.  Vegetable  Materia  Medica,  with  twenty-four  beautifully  colored  Illustrations. 

IV.  Compounds. 

V.  Description  of  Diseases,  Treatment,  &c. 

VI.  Guide  for  Women,  or  Simplified  Treatise  of  Child  Birth;  Description  of 
Diseases  of  Females  and  Infants,  &c, 

It  is  generally  conceded,  that  there  is  no  better  Botanic  Work  than  this  for  fami* 
lies.  Every  Botanic  Physician  also  should  have  a  copy  of  it  in  his  library.  It  has 
received  great  favor  in  England,  and  is  publicly  announced  there,  by  gome  of  the 
educated  and  prominent  Physicians,  as  their  Guide  of  Practioe. 

For  sale  by 

WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 
the  Publisher  and  Proprietor,  at  the  New  England  Botanic  Depot,  rear  of  47,  Hano- 
ver Street,  Boston,  Mass.     Also  an  extensive  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines,  and 
every  thing  that  appertains  to  an  establishment  of  the  kind,  very  low,  for  cash  or 
approved  credit. 

The  subscriber  is  agent  for  all  popular  weekly,  monthly,  and  quarterly  Journals. 

Petersburgk,  N.   Y.  W.  K.  SCPJVEN. 

For  Sale. 

A  Physician's  stand,  within  15  miles  of  Boston,  in  one  of  the  most  flourishing  manufac- 
turing towns  in  Massachusetts. 

For  particulars,  address,  post-paid,  the  Editor  of  this  paper,  or  Dr.  Joseph  Jackson, 
No.  102,  Court  Street,  Boston. 

Notice. 

The  subscriber,  being  desirious  of  quiting  the  practice  of  medicine,  wants 'to  dispose  of 
his  stock  and  fixtures.  The  location  is  long  established  in  a  large  and  flourishing  village  ; 
and,  for  a  man  of  ability  and  energy,  a  more  favorable  location  for  the  Botanic  practice 
cannot  be  found.  For  particulars,  address  WILLIAM  A.  GREENLEAF,  M,  D,,  South 
Middletown,  Orange  Co.,  N,  V,  ' 


NOTICE. 

laboratory  of  Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicine, 

No.  20,  South  Calvert  St Baltimore. 

THE  first  mill  erected  in  the  United  States  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing 
Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicines. 

The  subscriber  has  the  largest  and  most  complete  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines 
in  the  United  States,  comprising  all  the  various  Compounds  and  other  articles  re- 
commended by  Dr.  S.  Thomson,  besides  an  extensive  variet}^  of  other  approved 
Botanic  Medicines.  Having  erected  his  Steam  Mills  expressly  for  the  above  Medi- 
cines, he  is  enabled  to  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  and  warrants  his  Medicines 
to  be  genuine  and  pure,  prepared  in  the  best  manner,  and  clear  of  any  deleterious  or 
poisonous  qualities,  as  he  does  not  adrhit  any  thing  of  that  nature  about  his  establish- 
ment. 

An  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years,  in  the  practice,  preparation,  and  com- 
pounding of  Botanic  Medicines,  from  the  very  best  and  purest  materials  in  the  mar- 
ket, has  afforded  him  just  grounds  to  flatter  himself,  that  his  Medicines,  after  a  fair 
trial,  will  compete  with  any  which  may  be  offered  to  the  friends  of  the  Botanic 
cause,  within  the  whole  range  of  our  country. 

t^W  It  is  of  great  importance,  that  Practitioners,  and  others,  using  Botanic  Medi- 
cines, should  be  apprised,  that  all  the  articles  manufactured  at  his  establishment  are 
pulverized, — not  ground, — between  an  upper  and  nether  mill-stone  ;  as  the  latter 
process  heats,  and  consequently  injures,  if  it  does  not  destroy  the  medical  virtues  of 
all  articles  submitted  to  such  an  operation. 

On  hand  all  the  various  Medical  Works  on  the  Botanic  System,  together  with  a 
general  assortment  of  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  and  all  the  articles  connected  with  the 
business.  Those  wishing  pure  Medicines  can  be  supplied  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms  by  EPH'M.  LARRABEE. 

May,  1847. 

Medical    Notice. 
I.  J?I.  COflllrVGS,  M.  P., 

Having  located  himself  permanently  in  Worcester,  is  prepared  to  treat  the  various  forms 
of  Chronic  Disease.  He  has  given  his  attention  particularly  to  this  class  of  complaints 
for  some  years,  and  been  very  successful  in  his  treatment.  He  feels  a  confidence  in  solicit- 
ing the  patronage  of  those  who  are  unfortunately  afflicted  with  Scrofula,  or  any  Cutaneous 
Eruption,  Rheumatism,  Liver  Complaint,  or  any  Affection  of  the  Kidneys,  with  Old  Sores 
or  Ulcers,  &c. 

He  has  cured  cases  of  White  Swelling  that  have  defied  the  treatment  of  the  best  Old 
School  physicians,  and  where  amputation  has  been  pronounced  absolutely  necessary. 

Those  from  a  distance,  who  may  desire  to  consult  him,  can  do  so  by  letter;  stating  mi- 
nutely the  symptoms  and  history  of  the  case.  To  such,  he  can  send  medicines,  by  Express 
or  Mail,  with  the  necessary  directions.  The  patient  can  thus,  at  a  trifling  expense,  have 
the  opportunity  to  test  his  skill  without  a  personal  visit. 

Two  or  three  }roung  men  who  wish  to  pursue  the  study  of  medicine  can  be  entered  as 
students  with  him. 

Worcester,  May,  1849. 

Notice. 

The  subscriber,  having  recently  purchased,  of  Dr.  Pike,  his  stock  of  medicine,  would 
invite  his  old  friends  and  the  patrons  of  the  New  England  Thomsonian  Depot,  to  call  on 
him  at  the  old  stand,  where  he  intends  to  furnish  good  medicines  at  fair  prices.  He  is 
also  agent  for  Strong  &  Osgood's  Physianthropic  Pills,  and  Dr.  Pike's  Pain  Alleviator. 

Boston,  May  1,  1649.  JAMES  OSGOOD. 

J.  Jackson,  I,  !>.,  Botanic  Physician, 

No.  102,  Court  Street boston. 

House,  No.  42,  Poplar  Street.     Calls  in  the  city  and  country  attended  to. 
I^5  Botanic  Medicines,  wholesale  and  retail. 


NOTICES. 

"Wilson's  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  L*ahoratory? 

No.  18,  Central  Street Boston,  Mass. 

I5P  The  subscribers  would  respectfully  inform  the  public,  that  they  have  recently 
opened  the  above  establishment,  where  may  be  found  an  extensive  assortment  of  Bo- 
tanic and  Thomsonian  Medicines,  Shaker  Herbs,  Extracts,  Oils,  &c.  Syringes  of 
all  kinds,  and  all  the  different  Medical  Works  upon  the  reformed  system  of  practice 
published  in  the  United  States ;  also,  Brandy,  Wines,  and  other  liquors  of  the  choic- 
est brands,  for  medicinal  purposes  only. 

Having  made  arrangements  to  obtain  all  articles,  that  are  indigenous  to  this  coun- 
try, directly  from  those  parts  where  they  are  grown,  and  found  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance  and  perfection,  they  are  prepared  to  supply  Wholesale  Dealers,  Practitioners, 
and  others,  with  medicines  of  superior  quality ,  at  prices  as  low  as  they  are  sold  at  any 
similar  establishment  in  the  country.  The  utmost  care  will  be  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion  of  Compounds.  Medicines  neatly  put  up  in  small  packages,  and  labelled  with 
full  directions  for  family  use,  if  required,  and  safely  packed  for  any  climate. 

Orders,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  from  the  most  distant  sections  of  the  country, 
promptly  and  faithfully  attended  to.  B.  OSGOOD  WILSON, 

G.  CARLOS  WILSON. 

Dr.  Skinner's  Clarified  Oil  of  God-Fish  Liver, 

For  the  cure  of  Consumption,  Scrofula,  Rheumatism,  &c.  The  medicinal  vir« 
tues  of  this  valuable  Oil  are  truly  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  age.  Con- 
sumption and  Scrofula  will  yield  to  its  influence  in  nine  cases  out  of  every  ten. 

Sold  by  Dr.  S.  at  his  office,  60  1-2  Cornhill  (up  stairs)  Boston,  wholesale  and  retail. 
Large  bottles  75  cents- — small  ones  37  1-2  cents.     Descriptive  pamphlets  and  cases 
of  cures,  in  this  city  and  in  the  country,  to  be  had  gratis  at  this  office.     The  Oil  is 
recommended  and  approved  by  most  of  the  physicians  of  Boston. 
Druggists  and  the  Profession  supplied  at  the  usual  discount. 

New  York  State  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Depot» 

NO.  49  WASHINGTON  STREET,  ALBANY. 

Dr.  A.  MOSHER,  wholesale  and  ret;iil  dealer  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Med- 
icines, Shaker  Herbs,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Extracts,  Ointments, 
Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually  kept  in  Bo- 
tanic Stores. 

Also,  Family  Medicines,  of  all  kinds,  put  up  in  packages,  with  directions  for  fam» 
ily  use  ;  together  with 

3Tosher's  Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,   Yellow  Dock,  and  Wild 

Cherry, 
a  new,  and  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  the  removal  and  permanent  cure  of  diseases 
arising  from  an  impure  etate  of  the  blood. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  subscribers,  No.  49,  Washing, 
ton  Street,  Albany,  and  also  by  their  authorized  agents,  in  various  parts  of  the  coun= 
try. 

A.  MOSHER  &  CO. 

The  above  Compounds  may  be  had  at  the  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets, 
Worcester,  Mass. 


NOTICES. 

Worcester  medical  Institution. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY,  &c. 

The  course  of  study  required  by  this  Institution  is  intended  to  occupy  three  full  years  ; 
and  candidates  for  the  regular  degree  of  M-  D.  must  have  attended  two  full  Courses  of  Medi- 
cal Lectures  in  some  established  Medical  College,  one  of  which  must  have  been  in  this  Insti- 
tution. They  must  present  satisfactory  testimonials  of  good  moral  character ;  must  have 
a  competent  literary  education  ;  and  must  well  sustain  an  examination  in  the  various 
branches  of  medical  study,  as  contained  in  our  Course  of  Lectures,  and  in  the  text-bookg 
which  we  recommend,  or  equivalents. 

The  following  are  the  principal  authors  recommended  ;«- 

On  Anatomy — Wilson,  Quain,  Wistar,  Paxton,  and  Harrison. 

On  <Swrg-ery^Pancoast,  Druitt,  Liston,  Cooper,  Velpeau,  and  Castle, 

On  Physiology — Carpenter,  Oliver,  Mailer,  and  Dunglison. 

On  Pathology*- Gross,  Chomel,  Gallup,  and  Watson. 

On  Materia  Medica — Kost,  Pereira,  and  Wood  and  Bache. 

On  Auscultation  and  Percussion — Laennec,  Williams,  Gerhard,  Bowditch,  and  Watson. 

On  Theory  and  Practice — Watson,  Mackintosh,  Elliotson  and  Stewartson^  Kost,  Mattson, 
Howard,  Worthy,  Comfort,  Smith,  Curtis,  and  Thomson. 

On  the  Institutes  of  Medicine^-GaWwp  and  Curtis. 

On  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  Children-^Chxvc<zh\l\,  Eberle,  Chailly, 
Maygrier,  Velpeau,  Beach,  and  Curtis. 

On  Medical  Jurisprudence— Beck,  and  Williams, 

On  Chemistry — Gray,  Fownes,  and  Turner. 

On  Botany— ^-Esiton,  Bigelow,  Gray,  and  Wood. 
The  following  are  the  members  of  the  Faculty  : — 

C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

I.  IvI.  Comings,  M.  D.,  Professor.of  Theory  and  Practice,  and  Obstetrics. 

J.  Kost,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany. 

E.  M.  Parritt,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Walter  Burns  am,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery, 

The  next  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Thursday  in  March,  18-30,  and 
continue  fourteen  weeks,  The  fee  for  a  full  Course  is  $50,  in  advance,  with  a  matricu- 
lation fee  of  §3.  Of  those  who  have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges, 
SlOonly  are  required.  Graduates  will  be  charged,  in  addition,  $18  for  a  Diploma.  Good 
board  can  be  had  for  $2,25  per  week. 

The  text-books  recommended  are  consulted  eclectically  \— authoritatively,  indeed^  so 
far  as  they  are  descriptive  of  actual  conditions,  as  in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 
the  like  ;  but  otherwise  with  careful  discrimi'/mtion^the  fundamental  peculiarity  of  what  is 
taught  in  this  Institution  being,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  employing  poisons  of  any  kind 
as  medicinal  agents  ;  and  that  the  object,  in  exhibiting  any  remedy,  should  be  to  sustain, 
and  not  to  depress  the  vital  powers. 

Quite  extensive  accessions  have,  of  late,  been  made  to  the  Anatomical  and  Chemical  Ap 
paratus,  Library,  &c.    The  Faculty  of  the  Institution  now  constitute  a  full  and  eminently 
able  Board  of  Instruction  ;  and  the  facilities  to  be  enjoyed  by  students  are,  in  every  way, 
ample.     Dissections,  surgical  operations,  illustrations,  and  experiments,  are  conducted  in 
the  most  advantageous  and  instructive  manner. 

During  the  past  year  several  valuable  specimens  of  Morbid  Anatomy  have  been  added 
to  the  Anatomical  Cabinet,  as  donations  from  friends  of  the  Institution.  Other  like  favors, 
and  any  such  preparations  as  are  adapted  to  faciltate  illustrative  teaching,  in  any  of  the 
departments,  are  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicited.  C.  NEWTON,  President. 

The  New  England  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 

Is  published  on  the  1st  and  16th  of  every  month,  by  C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  at  the 
corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets,  Worcester,  Mass.  Each  number  contains  six- 
teen pages  octavo,  with  a  double  cover,  and  the  numbers  of  one  year  constitute  a 
volume.  Terms, — to  subscribers  paying  in  advance,  $1,00  per  year.  Those  delay- 
ing payment  three  months,  will  be  charged  $1,25  ;  and  those  delaying  six  months, 
^1,50.  As  the  price,  in  comparison  to  the  amount  of  matter  afforded,  is  exceeding- 
ly low,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  advance  payment  be  insisted  on,  or  that  a  fair  equiv- 
alent for  delay  be  required.  The  paper  has  received  numerous  testimonials  of  high 
approbation,  and  has  now  obtained  an  extensive  circulation,  not  only  in  New  Eng- 
land, but  also  in  the  South  and  the  West.  It  is  designed  for  domestic  as  well  as 
professional  use,  and  should  be  in  every  family .  All  remittances  and  commu- 
nications pertaining  to  it,  should  be  directed,  post  paid,  to  the  Editor.  Any  person 
forwarding,  post  paid,  the  names  of  four  subscribers,  and  remitting  $4,  shall  re 
ceive  a  fifth  copy  gratis. 


This  Sheet  is  subject  to  Newspaper  Postage  only. 
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NOTICES. 

Cancers  Ctired5 

BY    MEANS    HERETOFORE    UNKNOWN. 

The  subscriber  is  now  prepared  to  announce,  that  he  has  in  his  possession  the 
Jileafes  of  removing  Cancers, — not  only  without  the  aid  of  the  knife,  but  ordinarily 
without  the  use  of  escharotics,  and  also  without  extraction  in  any  form.  The  sys- 
tem of  operation  is  based  on  the  leading  principles  of  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M.  D., — 
that  the  human  organization  is  a  sort  of  galvanic  battery,  the  nerves  of  which  are 
the  conductors,  and  the  nervo-vital  fluid  is  the  electric  fluid  of  the  battery.  The 
system  supposes,  that,  by  a  proper  increase  and  direction  of  electric  power,  the  vital 
energies  can  be  so  augmented,  as  effectually  to  destroy,  and,  by  means  of  the  ab- 
sorbents, eradicate  from  the  body  the  cancerous  growth.  Occasionally,  however, 
when  extirpation  by  the  knife  has  been  attempted,  the  use  of  vegetable  caustics,  to 
some  extent,  is  required.  By  this  system,  internal  Cancers,  loeated  on  some  one  or 
the  abdominal  viscera,  where  they  can  not  be  reached  by  caustics,  can  be  destroyed. 

As  some  evidence  that  the  statements  here  made  are  not  a  humbug,  like  the  ten 
thousand  and  one  advertisements  of  the  present  day,  the  subscriber  is  not  only  rea- 
dy to  explain  his  theory  to  those  who  candidly  wish  to  inform  themselves,  but  wil- 
ling to  undertake  the  treatment  of  any  Cancer,  where  the  circumstances  are  ordi- 
narily hopeful,  with  the  distinct  agreement,  that,  without  a  cure,  there  shall  be  no 
charge.  C,  NEWTON,  M.  D. 

Dr.  I.  Jacobs'  Pills. 

Lobelia  Extract  Pills. — These  Pills  are  prepared  from  the  juice  of  the  green 
herb,  and  evaporated  to  the  consistency  of  a  pill  mass,  at  a  temperature  of  about  98 
degrees  Fahr.  This  is  an  admirable  mode  of  administering  lobelia,  and  considered 
preferable,  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  to  all  others.  The  Pills  are  used,  in  many 
cases,  where  vomiting  is  not  considered  necessary,  and  their  operation  is  highly 
salutary.     Price  $1,00  per  box,  accompanied  with  full  directions. 

Boneset  Extract  Pills,  designed  for  biliary  derangement,  useful  in  dyspepsia, 
morbid  state  of  the  liver,  jaundice,  &-c.  Good  also  in  scrofula,  and  consumption. 
Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

Clover  Extract  Pills,  for  purifying  the  blood  and  strengthening  the  system ;  a  val- 
uable remedy,  also,  in  debility,  nervous  affections,  and  female  complaints  gener- 
ally-    Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

The  proprietor  offers  these  medicines  to  the  Profession,  with  full  confidence,  that 
they  will  meet  the  highest  expectations. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  by  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE,  79  and  81  Rlackstone 
Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Thomsonian  Infirmary  and  Medicine  Store. 

Dr.  WILLIAM  CLARK  may  be  consulted  at  his  Infirmary,  Ms.  80  and  89, 

Carver  Street,,  Boston 


NOTICES. 

The  Magnetic  Remedies  of  the  late  H.  H-  Sherwood,  M.  D- 

These  remarkable  remedies,  consisting  of  a  preparation  of  magnetized  CHLORIDE  OF 
G. OLD,  compounded  with  various  other  materials  with  great  care,  and  by  a  laborious  pro- 
cess, and  of  a  BITUMINOUS  PLASTER,  have  been  tested,  by  an  extensive  practice  of 
twenty  five  years  continuance,  and  may  now  justly  be  considered  as  more  successful  than 
anv  other  known  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  CONSUMPTION,  in  all,  its  early  stages,  and 
in  all  TUBERCULOUS  or  SCROFULOUS  DISEASES.  For  this  class  of  complaints,  they 
are  now  extensiyely  adopted  by  physicians  in  their  own  practice,  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  They  are  prepared  by  us,  under  the  direction  of  the  Executrix  of  the  late  Dr. 
Sherwood,  to  whom,  by  his  will,  his  medical  recipes  are  intrusted,  in  the  same  manner,  in 
all  respects,  as  heretofore,  and  are  always  accompanied  by  Dr.  Sherwood's' valuable  medi- 
cal treatise  upon  the  motive  power  of  the  Human  System, — a  work  which  was  the  result 
of  many  years  of  labor  and  research,  and  which  shows,  in  the  clearest  manner,  the  princi 
pies  upon  which  the  operation  of  his  remedies  is  founded,  and  their  mode  of  cure.  Both 
the  Treatise  and  the  Remedies  are  so  arranged,  that  they  can  be  sent  by  mail  at  a  trifling 
expense,  to  any  part  of  the  Union.  All  orders  or  communications  for  medical  advice  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Subscribers,  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 

Sherwood's  Vibrating  Magnetic  Machines. 

By  recent  improvements  in  these  machines,  their  power  is  doubled  in  cases  of  the  same 
size,  and  the  prices  reduced  to  §10,  $12  and  S14  each ;  the  $10  size  being  greatly  superior 
to  the  $12  sizes  of  other  machines.  They  have  now  more  power,  and  run  with  more 
smoothness,  and  are  better  adapted  for  magnetizing  patients,  than  any  others  in  use. 
Each  case  is  accompanied  with  a  MANUAL,  (11th  edition,  pp.  400,  32mo,)  in  the  English 
or  French  language,  according  to  order,  which  contains  clear  and  minute  directions  for 
the  proper  use  of  the  instrument  in  the  various  diseases  to  which  it  is  applicable,  which 
are  found  to  include  many  of  the  most  peculiar  and  obstinate  that  are  known  to  the  medi- 
cal profession.  The  Manual  also  contains  a  synopsis  of  the  different  systems  of  medical 
practice,  Allopathic,  Homoepathic,  and  Magnopathic  with  a  full  glossary. 

Physicians  and  others  are  cautioned  against  purchasing  the  imitations  of  these  machines, 
as  they  will  be  found  of  comparatively  little  value.  No  premium  has  ever  been  obtained 
over  our  Magnetic  Machines  at  the  American  or  any  other  Institute,  as  is  represented  by 
the  manufacturers  of  inferior  machines.  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 

JOB  T.  DICKENS,  M.  D., 

Thomsouian  Botanic  Physician  Sc  Surgeon. 

BOTANIC  MEDICINES  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL. 

Residence — Charter  Street,  two  doors  from  State  Street,  opposite  the  Post  Office, 

Newburyport,  Mass. 

Wm.  A.  Wright,  M.  !>., 

Barnesville,  Pike  Co.,  Ga., 
Offers   his   professional  services    to  the    citizens   of  Pike,  and   will   keep  con- 
stantly on  hand  Larrabee's  Botanic  Medicines  and  the  various  compounds,  to  retail 
to  the  afflicted. 


NOTICES. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Mattocks'  Buena  Vista  Fills. 

Purely     Vegetable, 

In  offering  this  medicine  to  the  public,  we  introduce  the  most  mild,  easy,  and  certain  ca- 
thartic ever  known ;  not  the  least  griping  or  drastic  effects  attending  their  operation.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  cure  every  form  of  disease  with  these  pills,  neither  do  we  expect  to  raise 
the  dead,  or  kill  the  living  5  but  we  do  know  that  these  pills  w.'ll  cure  diseases  of  the  liver, 
ih  any  form ;  such  as  acute  or  chronic  inflammation,  jaundice  in  its  worst  stages,  dyspep- 
sia, constipated  bowels,  headache,  heartburn,  flatulency,  and  in  fevers  they  are  the  only  med- 
icine needed.  They  will  break  the  most  malignant  type,  if  taken  in  its  first  stage,  accor- 
ding to  the  directions  accompanying  each  box:  they  will  also  remove  all  female  obstruc- 
tions immediately;  and  in  rheumatism  and  gout  they  are  an  infalible  remedy  if  persevered 
in.  In  all  affections  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  organs,  we  can  recommend  them  as  a  per- 
fectly safe  and  efficacious  remedy — gravel,  chronic  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  or  bladder 
stricture  can  be  cured  in  a  short  time  with  these  pills.  As  a  general  cathartic,  they  are 
the  best  ever  offered  to  the  public,  because  they  strengthen  the  bowels  and  leave  the  sys- 
tem in  a  healthy  state,  operating  without  the  least  griping  or  pain. 

Manufactured  and  sold  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  proprietor,  Dr.  E.  J.  MATTOCKS, 
at  his  Medical  Dispensary,  No.  24  Fifth  Street,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  sold  by  agents  throughout 
the  United  States. 

United  States  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Depot, 

108  John  Street,  New   York. 

THIS  Establishment,  by  far  the  largest  and  most  extensive  in  this  Country,  and  proba 
bly,  in  the  world,  possesses  advantages  in  variety,  and  extensiveness  of  stock,  peculiar  to 
itself  and  difficult  to  be  found  elsewhere.  The  long  established,  and  continually  increas- 
ing trade  from  all  parts  of  the  continent,  constantly  centering  to  it,  has  given  it  a  charac- 
ter well  worth  the  name  it  bears  5  and  the  superior  quality  and  purity  of  the  articles  fur- 
nished here,  make  that  character  envied  and  enviable. 

The  Proprietor  has,  for  above  twenty  years,  devoted  his  unremitted  personal  attention 
to  this  business,  and  customers  ordering  Herbs,  Extracts  or  Medicines,  may  rely  that  he 
will  never  suffer  the  reputation  of  this  Establishment  to  be  compromised,  by  impure, 
damaged,  spurious  or  adulterated  articles  being  put  up  in  it,  or  sent  therefrom  ;  and  those 
who  know  him  will  feel  a  perfect  assurance,  that  he  needs  no  instruction  in  pulverizing  his 
articles  without  injuring  their  medical  qualities. 

Every  variety  of  Herbs,  Roots,  Barks,  Extracts,  Ointments,  and  Compounds,  recom- 
mended by  the  various  Botanical  authors  of  our  Country,  constantly  kept  on  hand,  in 
large  quantities,  ready  for  shipment  at  the  shortest  notice. 

Catalogues,  containing  a  complete  list  of  his  vast  stock  of  Botanic  Simples  and 
Compounds,  Gums,  Essential  Oils,  Distilled  Waters,  Syringes,  Surgical  Instruments, 
Glass  Ware,  Medical  Works,  and  Miscellaneous  Articles,  will  be  furnished  gratis,  to  all 
post-paid  applications.  H.  WINCHESTER. 

108  John  Street,  New  Yoek 

Bash's  Extract  of  Smilax, 

OR  SPANISH  SARSAPARILLA. 

Whence  are  the  occasioned  failures  of  Sarsaparilla  ?  The  present  popularity  of  this  in- 
valuable medicine  makes  the  above  a  frequent  question  ;  and  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
state,  in  this  card,  the  most  -common  causes  of  disappointment  in  the  use  of  the  medicine. 
First,  there  are  only  a  few  species  of  Sarsaparilla  that  contain  the  peculiar  virtues,  and  it 
is  well  known,  that  many  varieties  are  found  in  market,  and  are  used  by  manufacturers. 
Secondly,  the  virtues  of  Sarsaparilla  are  exceedingly  volatile,  and  are  soon  impaired  by  age  •> 
while  bufc  very  little  discrimination  is  generally  made  in  its  selection.  Thirdly,  the  virtues 
are  extremely  liable  to  be  impaired  and  even  entirely  lost  by  the  preparation  of  the  syrup 
or  extract. 

The  proprietors  of  this  preparation  are  happy  now  to  offer,  to  the  afflicted  public,  an  arti- 
cle in  which  all  the  causes  of  failure  have  been' studiously  avoided ;  and  they  cannot  fail  to 
maintain  the  credit  of  this  incomparably  valuable  medicine.  The  recent  disoovery  of  the 
true  Smilax  Sarsaparilla  in  the  south,  by  Prof.  I.  M.  Comings,  has  put  us  in  possession  of 
the  genuine  root  in  afresh  state  5  and  a  new  method  of  preparation ,  discovered  by  the  pro- 
prietors, enables  them  to  offer  to  the  purchaser  a  superior  article  of  extract  of  Sarsaparilla. 
The  attention  of  Dispensers,  Druggists,  Physicians,  and  Patients,  is  particularly  invited  to 
the  trial  of  an  article  which  is  warranted  genuine  and  superior  to  any  other  article  now 
offered  to  the  public. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  Wholesale  &.  Retail,  by  W.  &  H.  Bush  &  Co.  Principal  offices 
No.  9,  Park  St.,  Worcester,  Mass.  Also,  for  sale,  by  B.  0.  &  G.  0.  Wilson,  No.  18  Cen- 
tral St.  Boston  ;  by  Dr.  C.  Newton,  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Sts.,  Worcester,  Mass,  * 
and  at  all  the  principal  Druggists'  shops  and  stores,  throughout  the  N.  E<  States* 


NOTICES, 
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Mattson's  American  Vegetable  Practice ,  or  Family  Guide, 

Second  Edition,  Revised,  with  Important  Additions. 

I.  Anatomy,  with  a  Steel  Engraving  of  the  Human  Skeleton,  back  and  front 
view,  and  a  number  of  Wood  Illustrations. 

II.  The  Old  School  Practice. 

III.  Vegetable  Materia  Medica,  with  twenty-four  beautifully  colored  Illustrations. 

IV.  Compounds. 

V.  Description  of  Diseases,  Treatment,  &c. 

VI.  Guide  for  Women,  or  Simplified  Treatise  of  Child  Birth;  Description  of 
Diseases  of  Females  and  Infants,  tjcc. 

It  is  generally  conceded,  that  there  is  no  better  Botanic  Work  than  this  for  fami- 
lies. Every  Botanic  Physician  also  should  have  a  copy  of  it  in  his  library.  It  has 
received  great  favor  in  England,  and  is  publicly  announced  there,  by  some  of  the 
educated  and  prominent  Physicians,  as  their  Guide  of  Practice. 

For  sale  by 

WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 
the  Publisher  and  Proprietor,  at  the  New  England  Botanic  Depot,  rear  of  47,  Hano- 
ver Street,  Boston,  Mass.     Also  an  extensive  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines,  and 
every  thing  that  appertains  to  an  establishment  of  the  kind,  very  low,  for  cash  or 
approved  credit. 

AGENCY. 

The  subscriber  is  agent  for  all  popular  weekly,  monthly,  and  quarterly  Journals. 

Petersburgk,  N.   Y.  W.  E.  SCRIVEN. 

For  Sale. 

A  Physician's  stand,  within  15  miles  of  Boston,  in  one  of  the  most  flourishing  manufac- 
turing towns  in  Massachusetts. 

For  particulars,  address,  post-paid,  the  Editor  of  this  paper,  or  Dr.  Joseph  Jackson, 
No.  102,  Court  Street,  Boston. 


Notice. 

The  subscriber,  being  desirious  of  qui  ting  the  practice  of  medicine,  wants  to  dispose  of 
his  stock  and  fixtures.  The  location  is  long  established  in  a  large  and  flourishing  village  j 
and,  for  a  man  of  ability  and  energy,  a  more  favorable  location  for  the  Botanic  practice 
cannot  be  found.  For  particulars,  address  WILLIAM  A.  GREENLEAF,  M.  D,,  South 
Middletown,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y. 


NOTICE. 

laboratory  of  Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicine, 

No.  20,  South  Calvert  St Baltimore. 

THE  first  mill  erected  in  the  United  States  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing 
Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicines. 

The  subscriber  has  the  largest  and  most  complete  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines 
in  the  United  States,  comprising  all  the  various  Compounds  and  other  articles  re- 
commended by  Dr.  S.  Thomson,  besides  an  extensive  variety  of  other  approved 
Botanic  Medicines.  Having  erected  his  Steam  Mills  expressly  for  the  above  Medi- 
cines, he  is  enabled  to  selr  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  and  warrants  his  Medicines 
to  be  genuine  and  pure,  prepared  in  the  best  manner,  and  clear  of  any  deleterious  or 
poisonous  qualities,  as  he  does  not  admit  any  thing  of  that  nature  about  his  establish- 
ment. 

An  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years,  in  the  practice,  preparation,  and  com- 
pounding of  Botanic  Medicines,  from  the  very  best  and  purest  materials  in  the  mar- 
ket, has  afforded  him  just  grounds  to  flatter  himself,  that  his  Medicines,  after  a  fair 
trial,  will  compete  with  any  which  may  be  offered  to  the  friends  of  the  Botanic 
cause,  within  the  whole  range  of  our  country. 

53P  It  is  of  great  importance,  that  Practitioners,  and  others,  using  Botanic  Medi- 
cines, should  be  apprised,  that  all  the  articles  manufactured  at  his  establishment  are 
pulverized,— not  ground, — between  an  upper  and  nether  mill-stone ;  as  the  latter 
process  heats,  and  consequently  injures,  if  it  does  not  destroy  the  medical  virtues  of 
all  articles  submitted  to  such  an  operation. 

On  hand  all  the  various  Medical  Works  on  the  Botanic  System,  together  with  a 
general  assortment  of  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  and  all  the  articles  connected  with  the 
business.  Those  wishing  pure  Medicines  can  be  supplied  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms  by  EPHM.  LARRABEE. 

May,  1847. 

Msdicai    Notice. 
I.  ill.  COifllWCi'Sj  M.  »., 

Having  located  himself  permanently  in  Worcester,  is  prepared  to  treat  the  various  forms 
of  Chronic  Disease.  He  has  given  his  attention  particularly  to  this  class  of  complaints 
for  some  years,  and  been  very  successful  in  his  treatment.  He  feels  a  confidence  in  solicit- 
ing the  patronage  of  those  who  are  unfortunately  afflicted  with  Scrofula,  or  any  Cutaneous 
Eruption,  Rheumatism,  Liver  Complaint,  or  any  Aifection  of  the  Kidneys,  with  Old  Sores 
or  Ulcers,  &c. 

He  has  cured  cases  of  White  Swelling  that  have  defied  the  treatment  of  the  best  Old 
School  physicians,  and  where  amputation  has  been  pronounced  absolutely  necessary. 

Those  from  a  distance,  who  may  des-ive  to  consult  him,  can  do  so  by  letter  5  stating  mi- 
nutely the  symptoms  and  history  of  the  case.  To  such,  he  can  send  medicines,  by  Express 
or  Mail,  with  the  necessary  directions.  The  patient  can  thus,  at  a  trifling  expense,  have 
the  opportunity  to  test  his  skill  without  a  personal  visit. 

Two  or  three  young  men  who  wish  to  pursue  the  study  of  medicine  can  be  entered  as 
students  with  him. 

Worcester,  May,  1849. 

Motice. 

The  subscriber,  having  recently  purchased,  of  Dr."  Pike,  his  stock  of  medicine,  would 
invite  his  old  friends  and  the  patrons  of  the  New  England  Thomsonian  Depot,  to  call  on 
him  at  the  old  stand,  where  he  intends  to  furnish  good  medicines  at  fair  prices.  He  is 
also  agent  for  Strong  &  Osgood's  Phvsianthropic  Pills,  and  Dr.  Pike's  Pain  Alleviator. 

Boston,  May  1,  1849.  JAMES  OSGOOD. 

J.  Jackson,  M.  !>.,  Botanic  Physician, 

No.  102,  Court  Street boston. 

House,  No.  42,  Poplar  Street.     Calls  in  the  city  and  country  attended  to, 
OP  Botanic  Medicines,  wholesale  and  retail. 


NOTICES. 

Wi!§©st?§  Thonisoman  and  Botanic  laboratory  5 

No.  18,  Central  Street Boston,  Mass. 

EP^  The  subscribers  would  respectfully  inform  the  public,  that  they  have  recently 
opened  the  above  establishment,  where  may  be  found  an  extensive  assortment  of  Bo* 
tanic  and  Thomsonian  Medicines,  Shaker  Herbs,  Extracts,  Oils,  &c.  Syringes  of 
all  kinds,  and  all  the  different  Medical  Works  upon  the  reformed  system  of  practice 
published  in  the  United  States;  also,  Brandy,  Wines,  and  other  liquors  of  the  choic- 
est brands,  for  medicinal  purposes  only. 

Having  made  arrangements  to  obtain  all  articles,  that  are  indigenous  to  this  coun- 
try, directly  from  those  parts  where  they  are  grown,  and  found  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance and  perfection,  they  are  prepared  to  supply  Wholesale  Dealers,  Practitioners, 
and  others,  with  medicines  of  superior  quality,  at  prices  as  low  as  they  are  sold  at  any 
similar  establishment  in  the  country.  The  utmost  care  will  be  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  Compounds.  Medicines  neatly  put  up  in  small  packages,  and  labelled  with 
full  directions  for  family  use,  if  required,  and  safely  packed  for  any  climate. 

Orders,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  from  the  most  distant  sections  of  the  country, 
promptly  and  faithfully  attended  to.  B.  OSGOOD  WILSON, 

G.  CARLOS  WILSON. 

Dr.  Skinner's  Clarified  01!  of  Cod-Fish  Liver, 

For  the  cure  of  Consumption,  Scrofula,  Rheumatism,  &c.  The  medicinal  vir= 
tues  of  this  valuable  Oil  are  truly  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  age.  Con- 
sumption and  Scrofula  will  yield  to  its  influence  in  nine  cases  out  of  every  ten. 

Sold  by  Dr.  S.  at  his  office,  60  1-2  Cornhill  (up  stairs)  Boston,  wholesale  and  retail. 
Large  bottles  75  cents — small  ones  37  1-2  cents.  Descriptive  pamphlets  and  cases 
of  cures,  in  this  city  and  in  the  country,  to  be  had  gratis  at  this  office.  The  Oil  is 
recommended  and  approved  by  most  of  the  physicians  of  Boston. 

Druggists  and  the  Profession  supplied,  at  the  usual  discount. 

New  York  §tate  Thomsoiiian  and  Hotastic  Depot  • 

NO.  49  WASHINGTON  STREET,  ALBANY. 

Dr.  A.  MOSHER,  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Med- 
icines, Shaker  Herbs,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Extracts,  Ointments^ 
Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually  kept  in  Bo- 
tanic Stores. 

Also,  Family  Medicines,  of  all  kinds,  put  up  in  packages,  with  directions  for  fam- 
ily use ;  together  with 

Mosher's  Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,    Yellow  Dock,,  and  Wild 

Cherry, 
a  new,  and  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  the  removal  and  permanent  cure  of  diseases- 
arising  from  an  impure  state  of  the  blood. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  subscribers,  No.  49,  Washings 
ton  Street,  Albany,  and  also  by  their  authorized  agents,  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. 

A.  MOSHER  &  CO. 

The  above  Compounds  may  be  had  at  the  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets^ 
Worcester,  Mass. 


NOTICES. 

Worcester  Medical  Institution. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY,  &c. 

The  course  of  study  required  by  this  Institution  is  intended  to  occupy  three  full  years  ; 
and  candidates  for  the  regular  degree  of  M.  D.  must  have  attended  two  full  Courses  of  iVfedi- 
cal  Lectures  in  some  established  "Medical  College,  one  of  which  must  have  been  in  this  Insti- 
tution. They  must  present  satisfactory  testimonials  of  good  moral  character ;  must  have 
a  competent  literary  education  ;  and  must  well  sustain  an  examination  in  the  various 
branches  of  medical  study,  as  contained  in  our  Course  of  Lectures,  and  in  the  text-books 
which  we  recommend,  or  equivalents. 

The  following  are  the  principal  authors  recommended  : — 

On  Anatomy — Wilson,  Quain,  Wistar,  Paxton,  and  Harrison. 

On  Surgery — Pancoast,  Druitt,  Liston,  Cooper,  Velpeau,  and  Castle. 

On  Physiology — Carpenter,  Oliver,  Muller,  and.  Dunglison. 

On  Pathology — Gross,  Chomel,  Gallup,  and  Watson. 

On  Materia  Medica — Kost,  Pereira,  and  Wood  and  Bache. 

On  Auscultation  and  Percussion — Laennec,  Williams,  Gerhard,  Bowditch,  and  Watson, 

On  Theory  and  Practice — Watson,  Mackintosh,  Elliotson  and  StewartsonjKost,  Mattson, 
Howard,  Worthy,  Comfort,  Smith,  Curtis,  and  Thomson. 

On  the  Institutes  of  Medicine — Gallup  and  Curtis. 

On  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  pectdiar  to  Women  and  Children — Churchill,  Eberle,  Chailly, 
Maygrier,  Velpeau,  Beach,  and  Curtis. 

On  Medical  Jurisprudence— l$Qck  and  Williams. 

On  Chemistry — Gray,  Fownes,  and  Turner. 

On  Botany-—' Eaton,  Bigelow,  Gray,  and  Wood. 
The  following  are  the  members  of  the  Faculty : — 

C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

I.  M.  Comings,  M.  D.,  Prof  ess  or  of  Theory  and  Practice,  and  Obstetrics. 

J.  Kost,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany. 

E.  M.  Parritt,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Walter  Burnham,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Jlnatomy  and  Surgery. 

The  next  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Thursday  in  March,  1S50,  and 
continue  fourteen  weeks.  The  fee  for  a  full  Course  is  §50,  in  advance,  with  a  matricu- 
lation fee  of  $3.  Of  those  who  have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges, 
$10  only  are  required.  Graduates  will  be  charged,  in  addition,  $18  for  a  Diploma.  Good 
board  can  be  had  for  $2,25  per  wreek. 

The  text-books  recommended  are  consulted  ecleMically ; — authoritatively,  indeed,  so 
far  as  they  are  descriptive  of  actual  conditions,  as  in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 
the  like  ;  but  otherwise  with  careful  discrimination,— -the  fundamental  peculiarity  of  what  is 
taught  in  this  Institution  being,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  employing  poisons  of  any  kind 
as  medicinal  agents  ;  and  that  the  object,  in  exhibiting  any  remedy,  should  be  to  sustain, 
and  not  to  depress  the  vital  powers. 

Quite  extensive  accessions  have,  of  late,  been  made  to  the  Anatomical  and  Chemical  Ap 
paratus,  Library,  &c.     The  Faculty  of  the  Institution  now  constitute  a  full  and  eminently 
able  Board  of  Instruction  ;  and  the  facilities  to  be  enjoyed  by  students  are,  in  every  way, 
ample.     Dissections,  surgical  operations,  illustrations,  and  experiments,  are  conducted  in 
the  most  advantageous  and  instructive  manner. 

During  the  past  year  several  valuable  specimens  of  Morbid  Anatomy  have  been  added 
to  the  Anatomical  Cabinet,  as  donations  from  friends  of  the  Institution.  Other  like  favors, 
and  any  such  preparations  as  are  adapted  to  faciltate  illustrative  teaching;  in  any  of  the 
departments,  are  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicited.  C.  NEWTON,  President. 

The  Efew  England  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 

Is  published  on  the  1st  and  16th  of  every  month,  by  C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  at  the 
corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets,  Worcester,  Mass.  Each  number  contains  six- 
teen pages  octavo,  with  a  double  cover,  and  the  numbers  of  one  year  constitute  a 
volume.  Terms, — to  subscribers  paying  in  advance,  $1,00  per  year.  Those  delay- 
ing payment  three  months,  will  be  charged  $1,25  ;  and  those  delaying  six  months, 
$1,50.  As  the  price,  in  comparison  to  the  amount  of  matter  afforded,  is  exceeding- 
ly low,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  advance  payment  be  insisted  on,  or  that  a  fair  equiv- 
alent for  delay  be  required.  The  paper  has  received  numerous  testimonials  of  high 
approbation,  and  has  now  obtained  an  extensive  circulation,  not  only  in  New  Eng- 
land, but  also  in  the  South  and  the  West.  It  is  designed  for  domestic  as  well  as 
professional  use,  and  should  be  in  every  family.  All  remittances  and  commu- 
nications pertaining  to  it,  should  be  directed,  post  paid,  to  the  Editor.  Any  person 
forwarding,  post  paid,  the  names  of  four  subscribers,  and  remitting  $4,  shall  re 
eeive  a  fifth  copy  gratis. 


This  Sheet  is  subject  to  Newspaper  Postage  only. 
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NOTICES. 


Cancers  Cured, 


BY    MEANS    HERETOFORE    UNKNOWN. 

The  subscriber  is  now  prepared  to  announce,  that  he  has  in  his  possession  the 
means  of  removing  Cancers, — not  only  without  the  aid  of  the  knife,  but  ordinarily 
without  the  use  of  escharotics,  and  also  without  extraction  in  any  form.  The  sys- 
tem of  operation  is  based  on  the  leading  principles  of  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M.D., — 
that  the  human  organization  is  a  sort  of  galvanic  battery,  the  nerves  of  which  are 
the  conductors,  and  the  nervo-vital  fluid  is  the  electric  fluid  of  the  battery.  The 
system  supposes,  that,  by  a  proper  increase  and  direction  of  electric  power,  the  vital 
energies  can  be  so  augmented,  as  effectually  to  destroy,  and,  b}r  means  of  the  ab- 
sorbents, eradicate  from  the  body  the  cancerous  growth.  Occasionally,  however, 
when  extirpation  by  the  knife  has  been  attempted,  the  use  of  vegetable  caustics,  to 
some  extent,  is  required.  By  this  system,  internal  Cancers,  located  on  some  one  or 
the  abdominal  viscera,  where  they  can  not  be  reached  by  caustics,  can  be  destroyed. 

As  some  evidence  that  the  statements  here  made  are  not  a  humbug,  like  the  ten 
thousand  and  one  advertisements  of  the  present  day,  the  subscriber  is  not  only  rea- 
dy to  explain  his  theory  to  those  who  candidly  wish  to  inform  themselves,  but  wil- 
ling to  undertake  the  treatment  of  any  Cancer,  where  the  circumstances  are  ordi- 
narily hopeful,  with  the  distinct  agreement,  that,  without  a  cure,  thei'e  shall  be  no 
charge.  C.  NEWTON,  M.  D. 

Up.  I.  Jacolss5  ''"Pills. 

Lobelia  Extract  Pills. — These  Pills  are  prepared  from  the  juice  of  the  green 
'herb,  and  evaporated  to  the  consistency  of  a  pill  mass,  at  a  temperature  of  about  98 
degrees  Fahr.  This  is  an  admirable  mode  of  administering  lobelia,  and  considered 
preferable,  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  to  all  others.  The  Pills  are  used,  in  many 
■cases,  where  vomiting  is  not  considered  necessary,  and  their  operation  is  highly 
salutary.     Price  §1,00  per  box,  accompanied  with  full  directions. 

Boneset  Extract  Pills,  designed  for  biliary  derangement,  useful  in  dyspepsia, 
morbid  state  of  the  liver,  jaundice,  &c.  Good  also  in  scrofula,  and  consumption. 
Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

Clover  Extract  Pills,  for  purifying  the  blood  and  strengthening  the  system ;  a  val- 
uable remedy,  also,  in  debility,  nervous  affections,  and  female  complaints  gener- 
allv.     Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

The  proprietor  offers  these  medicines  to  the  Profession,  with  full  confidence,  that 
they  will  meet  the  highest  expectations. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  by  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE,  79  and  81  Blackstone 
Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Thomsoiiian  Infirmary  and  Medicine  Store. 

Dr.  WILLIAM  CLARK  may  be  consulted  at  his  Infirmary,  AVw.  80  and  82* 

Carver  Street,  Boston 


NOTICES. 

ie  Magnetic  Remedies  of  the  late  H-  H.  Sherwood,  M-  D. 

These  remarkable  remedies,  consisting  of  a  preparation  of  magnetized  CHLORIDE  OF 
GOLD,  compounded  with  various  other  materials  with  great  care,  and  by  a  laborious  pro- 
cess, and  of  a  BITUMINOUS  PLASTER,  have  been  tested,  by  an  extensive  practice  of 
twenty  five  years  continuance,  and  may  now  justly  be  considered  as  more  successful  than 
anv  other  known  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  CONSUMPTION,  in  all  its  early  stages,  and 
in  all  TUBERCULOUS  or  SCROFULOUS  DISEASES.  For  this  class  of  complaints,  they 
are  now  extensively  adopted  by  physicians  in  their  own  practice,  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  They  are  prepared  by  us,  under  the  direction  of  the  Executrix  of  the  late  Dr. 
Sherwood,  to  whom,  by  his  will,  his  medical  recipes  are  intrusted,  in  the  same  manner,  in 
all  respects,  as  heretofore,  and  are  always  accompanied  by  Dr.  Sherwood's  valuable  medi- 
cal treatise  upon  the  motive  power  of  the  Human  System, — a  work  which  was  the  result 
of  many  years  of  labor  and  research,  and  which  shows,  in  the  clearest  manner,  the  princi 
pies  upon  which  the  operation  of  his  remedies  is  founded,  and  their  mode  of  cure.  Both 
the  Treatise  and  the  Remedies  are  so  arranged,  that  they  can  be  sent  by  mail  at  a  trifling 
expense  to  any  part  of  the  Union.  All  orders  or  communications  for  medical  advice  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Subscribers,  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Cliambers  Street,  New  York. 

Sherwood's  Vibrating"  Magnetic  Machines. 

By  recent  improvements  in  these  machines,  their  power  is  doubled  in  cases  of  the  same 
size^  and  the  prices  reduced  to  $10,  $12  and  S14  each  ;  the  $10  size  being  greatly  superior 
to  the  $12  sizes  of  other  machines.  They  have  now  more  power,  and  run  with  more 
smoothness,  and  are  better  adapted  for  magnetizing  patients,  than  any  others  in  use. 
Each  case  is  accompanied  with  a  MANUAL,  (lith  edition,  pp.  400,  32mo,)  in  the  English 
or  French  language,  according  to  order,  which  contains  clear  and  minute  directions  for 
the  proper  use  of  the  instrument  in  the  various  diseases  to  which  it  is  applicable,  which 
are  found  to  include  many  of  the  most  peculiar  and  obstinate  that  are  known  to  the  medi- 
cal profession.  The  Manual  also  contains  a  synopsis  of  the  different  systems  of  medical 
practice,  Allopathic,  Homoepathic,  and  Magnopathic  with  a  full  glossary. 

Physicians  and  others  are  cautioned  against  purchasing  the  imitations  of  these  machines, 
as  they  will  be  found  of  comparatively  little  value.  No  premium  has  ever  been  obtained 
over  our  Magnetic  Machines  at  the  American  or  any  other  Institute,  as  is  represented  by 
the  manufacturers  of  inferior  machines.  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 

JOB  T.  DICKENS,  M.  D., 


BOTANIC  MEDICINES  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL. 

;sidence — Charter  Street,  two  doors  from  State   Street,  opposite  the  Post  Office, 

Newburyport,  Mass. 

glii,  M.  BV, 

Bamesville,  Pike  Co.,  Ga., 

Offers  his  professional  services  to  the  citizens  of  Pike,  and  will  keep  con- 
stantly on  hand  Larrabee's  Botanic  Medicines  and  the  various  compounds,  to  retail 
to  the  afflicted. 

Albany,  Sept.  2d,  1849. 
jNotice  is  hereby  given  that  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  "  New  York  State  Phy- 
so-Medical  Society,"  (formerly  Thomsonian  Botanic  Medical  Society,)  will  be  held 
at  the  Capitol,  in  the  city  of  Albany,  on  the  2d  Tuesday  of  October  next. 

N.  B.  STANTON,  Pres. 
A.  W.  RUSSELL,  Sec. 

Business  of  great  importance  to  the  Society  is  to  be  transacted  ;  and  it  is  expec- 
ted that  a  large  delegation  will  be  present.  No  one  should  stay  away  who  feels  an 
interest  in  great  cause  of  Medical  Reform.  A.  W.  R. 


NOTICES. 

Dr.  E,  J.  Mattocks'  Buena  Vista  Pills, 

Purely     Vegetable. 

In  offering  this  medicine  to  the  public,  we  introduce  the  most  mild,  easy,  and  certain  ca- 
thartic ever  known  ;  not  the  least  griping  or  drastic  effects  attending  their  operation.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  cure  every  form  of  disease  with  these  pills,  neither  do  we  expect  to  raise 
the  dead,  or  kill  the  living;  but  we  do  know  that  these  pills  will  cure  diseases  of  the  liver, 
in  any  form;  such  as  acute  or  chronic  inflammation,  jaundice  in  its  worst  stages,  dyspep- 
sia, constipated  bowels,  headache,  heartburn,  flatulency,  and  in  fevers  they  are  the  only  med- 
icine needed.  They  will  break  the  most  malignant  type,  if  taken  in  its  first  stage,  accor- 
ding to  the  directions  accompanying  each  box:  they  will  also  remove  all  female  obstruc- 
tions immediately;  and  in  rheumatism  and  gout  they  are  an  infalible  remedy  if  persevered 
in.  In  all  affections  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  organs,  we  can  recommend  them  as  a  per- 
fectly safe  and  efficacious  remedy — gravel,  chronic  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  or  bladder 
stricture  can  be  cured  in  a  short  time  with  these  pills.  As  a  general  cathartic,  they  are 
the  best  ever  offered  to  the  pnblic,  because  they  strengthen  the  bowels  and  leave  the  sys- 
tem in  a  healthy  state,  operating  without  the  least  griping  or  pain. 

Manufactured  and  sold  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  proprietor,  Dr.  E.  J.  MATTOCKS, 
at  his  Medical  Dispensary,  No.  24  Fifth  Street,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  sold  by  agents  throughout 
the  United  'States. 

United  States  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Depot. 

108  John  Street,  New   York. 

THIS  Establishment,  by  far  the  largest  and  most  extensive  in  this  Country,  and  proba 
bly,  in  the  world,  possesses  advantages  in  variety,  and  extensiveness  of  stock,  peculiar  to 
itself  and  difficult  to  be  found  elsewhere.  The  long  established,  and  continually  increas- 
ing trade  from  all  parts  of  the  continent,  constantly  centering  to  it,  has  given  it  a  charac- 
ter well  worth  the  name  it  bears  ;  and  the  superior  quality  and  purity  of  the  articles  fur- 
nished, here,  make  that  character  envied  and  enviable. 

The  Proprietor  has,  for  above  twenty  years,  devoted  his  unremitted  personal  attention 
to  this  business,  and  customers  ordering  Herbs,  Extracts  or  Medicines,  may  rely  that  he 
will  never  suffer  the  reputation  of  this  Establishment  to  be  compromised,  by  impure, 
damaged,  spurious  or  adulterated  articles  being  put  up  in  it,  or  sent  therefrom  ;  and  those 
who  know  him  will  feel  a  perfect  assurance,  that  he  needs  no  instruction  in  pulverizing  his 
articles  without  injuring  their  medical  qualities. 

Every  variety  of  Herbs,  Roots,  Barks,  Extracts,  Ointments,  and  Compounds,  recom- 
mended by  the  various  Botanical  authors  of  our  Country,  constantly  kept  on  hand,  in 
large  quantities,  ready  for  shipment  at  the  shortest  notice. 

Catalogues,  containing  a  complete  list  of  his  vast  stock  of  Botanic  Simples  and 
Compounds,  Gums,  Essential  Oils,  Distilled  Waters,  Syringes,  Surgical  Instruments, 
Glass  Ware,  Medical  Works,  and  Miscellaneous  Articles,  will  be  furnished  gratis,  to  all 
post-paid  applications.  H.  WINCHESTER. 

108  John  Street,  New  York 

Bush's  Extract  of  Smilax, 

OR  SPANISH  SARSAPARILL A. 

Whence  are  the  occasional  failures  of  Sarsaparilla  ?  The  present  popularity  of  this  in- 
valuable medicine  makes  the  above  a  frequent  question  ;  and  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
s^ate,  in  this  card,  the  most  common  causes  of  disappointment  in  the  use  of  the  medicine. 
First,  there  are  only  a  few  species  of  Sarsaparilla  that  contain  the  peculiar  virtues,  and  it 
is  well  known,  that  many  varieties  are  found  in  market,  and  are  used  by  manufacturers. 
Secondhj,  the  virtues  of  Sarsaparilla  are  exceedingly  volatile,  and  are  soon  impaired  by  age  ; 
while  but  very  little  discrimination  is  generally  made  in  its  selection.  Thirdly,  the  virtues 
are  extremely  liable  to  be  impaired  and  even  entirely  lost  by  the  preparation  of  the  syrup 
or  extract. 

The  proprietors  of  this  preparation  are  happy  now  to  offer,  to  the  afflicted  public,  an  arti- 
cle in  which  all  the  causes  of  failure  have  been  studiously  avoided  ;  and  they  cannot  fail  to 
maintain  the  credit  of  this  incomparably  valuable  medicine.  The  recent  discovery  of  the 
true  Smilax  Sarsaparilla  in  the  south,  by  Prof.  I.  M.  Comings,  has  put  us  in  possession  of 
the  genuine  root  in  a  fresh  state  ;  and  a  new  method  of  preparation ,  discovered  by  the  pro- 
prietors, enables  them  to  offer  to  the  purchaser  a  superior  article  of  exti'act  of  Sarsaparilla. 
The  attention  of  Dispensers,  Druggists,  Physicians,  and  Patients,  is  particularly  invited  to 
the  trial  of  an  article  which  is  warranted  genuine  and  superior  to  any  other  article  now 
offered  to  the  public. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  Wholesale  &  Retail,  bv  W.  &  H.  Bush  &  Co.  Principal  office, 
No.  9,  Park  St.,  Worcester,  Mass.  Also,  for  sale,  by  B.  0.  &  G.  C.  Wilson,  No.  18  Cen- 
tral St.  Boston  ;  by  Dr.  C.  Newton,  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Sts.,  Worcester,  Mass.  ; 
and  at  all  the  principal  Druggists'  shops  and  stores,  throughout  the  N.  E.  States.' 


NOTICES. 


From  Paid  to 

L.  H.  Borden,  Oct.     16th,     1849. 

J.  B.  Doolittle,  "  "  " 


Receipts  for  the  Journal,  Vol.  3d, 

From,  Paid  to 

R   Van  Houten,         July     16th,     1850. 


Mattson's  American  Vegetable  Practice,  or  Family  Guide. 

Second  Edition,  Revised,  with  Important  Additions. 

I.  Anatomy,  with  a  Steel  Engraving  of  the  Human  Skeleton,  back  and  front 
view,  and  a  number  of  Wood  Illustrations. 

II.  The  Old  School  Practice. 

III.  Vegetable  Materia  Medica,  with  twenty-four  beautifully  colored  Illustrations 

IV.  Compounds. 

V.  Description  of  Diseases,  Treatment,  &c. 

VI.  Guide  for  Women,  or  Simplified  Treatise  of.  Child  Birth ;  Description  of 
Diseases  of  Females  and  Infants,  &c. 

It  is  generally  conceded,  that  there  is  no  better  Botanic  Work  than  this  for  fami- 
lies. Every  Botanic  Physician  also  should  have  a  copy  of  it  in  his  library.  It  has 
received  great  favor  in  England,  and  is  publicly  announced  there,  by  some  of  the 
educated  and  prominent  Physicians,  as  their  Guide  of  Practice. 

For  sale  by 

WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 
the  Publisher  and  Proprietor,  at  the  New  England  Botanic  Depot,  rear  of  47,  Hano- 
ver Street,  Boston,  Mass.     Also  an  extensive  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines,  and 
every  thing  that  appertains  to  an  establishment  of  the  kind,  very  low,  for  cash  or 
approved  credit. 


The  subscriber  is  agent  for  all  popular  weekly,  monthly,  and  quarterly  Journals. 
Petersburg^  N.   Y,  W.  R.  SCRIVEN. 

For  Sale. 

A  Physician's  stand,  within  15  miles  of  Boston,  in  one  of  the  most  flourishing  manufac- 
turing towns  in  Massachusetts. 

For  particulars,  address,  post-paid,  the  Editor  of  this  paper,  or  Dr.  Joseph  Jackson, 
No.  102,  Court  Street,  Boston. 

Notice. 

The  subscriber,  being  desirious  of  quiting  the  practice  of  medicine,  wants  to  dispose  of 
his  stock  and  fixtures.  The  location  is  long  established  in  a  large  and  flourishing  village  ; 
and,  for  a  man  of  ability  and  energy,  a  more  favorable  location  for  the  Botanic  practice 
cannot  be  found.  For  particulars,  address  WILLIAM  A.  GREENLEAF,  M.  D.,  South 
Middletown,  Orange  Co.,  N.  V. 

Notice. 

A  well  recommended  young  man,  wishing  to  avail  himself  of  good  opportunities 
for  obtaining  a  medical  education,  can  do  so,  and  assist  himself  in  the  matter  of  ex- 
penses, by  application  to  the  subscriber,  No.  9  Park  St.  Worcester,  Mass. 

J.  HOOKER,  M.  D. 

A  good  cliasice  for  a  Botanic  Physician. 

Dr.  M.  L.  PRIEST,  Fall  River,  having  concluded  to  change  his  business, 
offers  his  stock  and  trade  at  great  sacrifice, — consisting  of  every  article  of  fixtures, 
convenient  for  a  practitioner.  The  location  of  his  store  is  in  the  centre  of  the 
town. 

Any  person  wishing  a- good  situation  will  do  well  to  apply  soon.  All  communi- 
cations post  paid.  Sept   11,1849. 


NOTICE. 

laboratory  of  Thomsoniaift  Botanic  Medicine. 

No.  20,  South  Calvert  St Baltimore. 

THE  first  mill  erected  in  the  United  States  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing 
Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicines. 

The  subscriber  has  the  largest  and  most  complete  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines 
in  the  United  States,  comprising'  all  the  various  Compounds  and  other  articles  re- 
commended by  Dr.  S.  Thomson,  besides  an  extensive  variety  of  other  approved 
Botanic  Medicines.  Having  erected  his  Steam  Mills  expressly  for  the  above  Medi- 
cines, he  is  enabled  to  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  and  warrants  his  Medicines 
to  be  genuine  and  pure,  prepared  in  the  best  manner,  and  clear  of  any  deleterious  or 
poisonous  qualities,  as  he  does  not  admit  any  thing  of  that  nature  about  his  estab': 
rnent. 

An  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years,  in  the  practice,  preparation,  and  com- 
pounding of  Botanic  Medicines,  from  the  very  best  and  purest  materials  in  the  mar- 
ket, has  afforded  him  just  grounds  to  flatter  himself,  that  his  Medicines,  after  a  fair 
trial,  will  compete  with  any  which  may  be  offered  to  the  friends  of  the  Botanic 
cause,  within  the  whole  range  of  our  country. 

I3P  It  is  of  great  importance,  that  Practitioners,  and  others,  using  Botanic  Medi- 
cines, should  be  apprised,  that  all  the  articles  manufactured  at  his  establishment  are 
pulverized, — not  ground, — between  an  upper  and  nether  mill-stone  ;  as  the  latter 
process  heats,  and  consequently  injures,  if  it  does  not  destroy  the  medical  virtues  of 
all  articles  submitted  to  such  an  operation. 

On  hand  all  the  various  Medical  Works  on  the  Botanic  System,  together  with  a 
general  assortment  of  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  and  all  the  articles  connected  with  the 
business.  Those  wishing  pure  Medicines  can  be  supplied  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms  by  *       EFH'M.  LARRABEE. 

May,  1847. 

Medical    Notice, 
1.  M.  COftlfJVGS,  M.  D., 

Having  located  himself  permanently  in  Worcester,  is  prepared  to  treat  the  various  ?cr::.- 
of  Chronic  Disease.  He  lias  given  his  attention  particularly  to  this  class  of  complaints 
tor  some  years,  and  been  very  successful  in  his  treatment.  He  feels  a  confidence  in  solicit- 
ing the  patronage  of  those  who  are  unfortunately  afflicted  with  Scrofula,  or  any  Cutaneous 
Eruption,  Rheumatism,  Liver  Complaint,  or  any  Affection  of  the  Kidneys,  with  Old  Sores 
or  Ulcers,  &c. 

He  has  cured  cases  of  White  Swelling  that  have  defied  the  treatment  of  the  best  Old 
School  physicians,  and  where  amputation  has  been  pronounced  absolutely  neces-:arv. 

Those  from  a  distance,  who  may  desire  to  consult  him,  can  do  so  by  letter;  stating  mi- 
nutely the  symptoms  and  history  of  the  case.  To  such,  he  can  send  medicines,  by  Express 
or  Mail,  with  the  necessary  directions.  The  patient  can  thus,  at  a  trifling  expense,  have 
the  opportunity  to  test  his  skill  without  a  personal  visit. 

Two  or  three  young  men  who  wish  to  pursue  the  study  of  medicine  can  be  entered  as 
students  with  him. 

Worcester,  May,  1849. 

Notice. 

The  subscriber,  having  recently  purchased,  of  Dr.  Pike,  his  stock  of  medicine,  would 
invite  his  old  friends  and  the  patrons  of  the  New  England  Thomsonian  Depot,  to  call  on 
him  at  the  old  stand,  where  he  intends  to  furnish  good  medicines  at  fair  prices.  He  is 
also  agent  for  Strong  &  Osgood's  Physianthropic  Pills,  and  Dr.  Pike's  Pain  Alleviator. 

Bvstafo  May  1,  1S49.  X  JAMES  OSGOOD. 

J.  Jackson,  M.  H.,  Hoiaiifc  Physician, 

No.  102,  Court  Street boston. 

House,  No.  42,  Poplar  Street.     Calls  in  the  city  and  country  attended  to. 
%^f  Botanic  Medicines,  wholesale  and  retail. 


NOTICES, 

Thoieisonian  and   Hote 

No.   IS,   Central  Street Boston,  Mass. 

E3P  The  subscribers  would  respectful!}7  inform  the  public,  that  they  have  recently 
opened  the  above  establishment,  where  may  be  found  an  extensive  assortment  of  Bo- 
tanic and  Thomsonian  Medicines,  Shaker  Herbs,  Extracts,  Oils,  &c.  Syringes  of 
all  kinds,  and  all  the  different  Medical  Works  upon  the  reformed  system  of  practice 
published  in  the  United  States  ;  also,  Brandy,  Wines,  and  other  liquors  of  the  choic- 
est brands,  for  medicinal  purposes  only. 

Having-  made  arrangements  to  obtain  all  articles,  that  are  indigenous  to  tin's  coun- 
try, directly  from  those  parts  where  they  are  grown,  and  found  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance  and  perfection,  they  are  prepared  to  supply  Wholesale  Dealers,  Practitioners, 
and  others,  with  medicines  of  superior  quality,  at  prices  us  low  as  they  are  sold  at  any 
similar  establishment  in  the  country.  The  utmost  care  will  be  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion  of  Compounds.  Medicines  neatly  put  up  in  small  packages,  and  labelled  with 
full  directions  for  family  use,  if  required,  and  safely  packed  for  any  climate. 

Orders,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  from  the  most  distant  sections  of  the  country, 
promptly  and  faithfully  attended  to.  B.  OSGOOD  WILSON, 

G.  CARLOS  WTILSON. 

Br,  Skinner's  Clarified  Oil  of  Cod-Fish  Liver, 

For  the  cure  of  Consumption,  Scrofula,  Rheumatism,  &c.  The  medicinal  vir* 
lues  of  this  valuable  Oil  are  truly  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  age.  Con- 
sumption and  Scrofula  will  yield  to  its  influence  in  nine  cases  out  of  every  ten. 

Sold  by  Dr.  S.  at  his  office,  60  1  -2  Cornhill  (up  stairs)  Boston,  wholesale  and  retail. 
Large  bottles  75  cents' — small  ones  37  1-2  cents.  Descriptive  pamphlets  and  cases 
of  cures,  in  this  city  and  in  the  country,  to  be  had  gratis  at  this  office.  The  Oil  is 
recommended  and  approved  by  most  of  the  physicians  of  Boston. 

Druggists  and  the  Profession  supplied  at  the  usual  discount. 


i*ew  jcoru  stale  JLtoomsossiait  a: 

NO.  49  WASHINGTON"  STREET,  ALBANY. 

Dr.  A.  MOSHER,  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Med» 
icines,  Shaker  Herbs,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Extracts,  Ointments, 
Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually  kept  in  Bo- 
tanic Stores. 

Also,  Family  Medicines,  of  all  kinds,  put  up  in  packages,  with  directions  for  fam- 
ily use ;  together  with 

Mosher's   Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,    Yellow  Dock*  and  Wild 

Cherry, 
a  new,  and  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  the  removal  and  permanent  cure  of  diseases 
arising  from  an  impure  frtate  of  the  blood. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  subscribers,  No.  49,  Washing- 
ton Street,  Albany,  and  also  by  their  authorized  agents,  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. 

A.  MOSHER  &  CO. 

The  above  Compounds  may  be  had  at  the  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets, 
Worcester,  Mass. 


NOTICES. 

Worcester  Medical  Institution. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY,  &c. 

The  course  of  study  required  by  this  Institution  is  intended  to  occupy  three  full  year?  ; 
and  candidates  for  the  regular  degree  of  M.  D.  must  have  attended  two  full  Courses  of  Medi- 
cal Lectures  in  some  established  Medical  College,  one  of  which  must  have  been  in  this  Insti- 
tution. They  must  present  satisfactory  testimonials  of  good  moral  character:  must  have 
a  competent  literary  education  ;  and  must  well  sustain  an  examination  in  the  various 
branches  of  medical  study,  as  contained  in  our  Course  of  Lectures,  and  in  the  text-books 
which  we  recommend,  or  equivalents. 

The  following  are  the  principal  authors  recommended  : — 

On  -Anatomy — Wilson,  Quain,  Wistar,  Paxton,  and  Harrison. 

On  Surgery — Pancoast,  Druitt,  Liston,  Cooper,  Velpeau,  and  Castle. 

On  Physiology — Carpenter,  Oliver,  Muller,  and  Dunglison. 

On  Pathology — Gross,  Chomel.  Gallup,  and  Watson. 

On  Materia  Medica — Kost,  Pereira,  and  Wood  and  Bache. 

On  Auscultation  and  Percussion — Laennec,  Williams,  Gerhard,  Rowditch,  and  Watson. 

On  Theory  and  Practice — Watson,  Mackintosh.  Elliotson  and  Stewartson,  Kost,  Mattson, 
Howard,  Worthy,  Comfert,  Smith,  Curtis,  and  Thomson. 

On  the  Institutes  of  Medicine — Gallup  and  Curtis. 

On  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  Children — Churchill,  Eberle,  Chailly, 
Maygrier,  Velpeau,  Beach,  and  Curtis. 

On  Medical  Jurisprudence — Beck  and  Williams. 

On  Chemistry — Gray,  Fownes,  and  Turner. 

On  Botany — Eaton,  Bigelow,  Gray,  and  Wood. 
The  following  are  the  members  of  the  Faculty : — 

C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

I.  M.  Codings,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice,  and  Obstetrics. 

J.  Kost,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany. 

E.  M.  Parritt,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and.  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Walter  Burxham,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery. 

The  next  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Thursday  in  March,  1S-50,  and 
continue  fourteen  weeks.  The  fee  for  a  full  Course  is  §50,  in  advance,  with  a  matricu- 
lation fee  of  $3.  Of  those  who  have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical- Colleges, 
SlOonly  are  required.  Graduates  will  be  charged,  in  addition,  SIS  for  a  Diploma.  Good 
board  can  be  had  for  S2,25  per  week. 

The  text-books  recommended  are  consulted  eclectically  ; — authoritatively,  indeed,  so 
far  as  they  are  descriptive  of  actual  conditions,  as  in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 
the  like  ;  but  otherwise  with  careful  discrimination, — the  fundamental  peculiarity  of  what  is 
taught  in  this  Institution  being,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  employing  poisons  of  any  kind 
as  medicinal  agents  ;  and  that  the  object,  in  exhibiting  any  remedy,  should  be  to  sustain, 
and  not  to  depress  the  vital  powers. 

Quite  extensive  accessions  have,  of  late,  been  made  to  the  Anatomical  and  Chemical  Ap 
paratus,  Library,  &c.     The  Faculty  of  the  Institution  now  constitute  a  full  and  eminently 
able  Board  of  Instruction  ;  and  the  facilities  to  be  enjoyed  by  students  are,  in  every  v?ay, 
ample.     Dissections,  surgical  operations,  illustrations,  and  experiments,  are  conducted  in 
the  most  advantageous  and  instructive  manner. 

During  the  past  year  several  valuable  specimens  of  Morbid  Anatomy  have  been  added 
to  the  Anatomical  Cabinet,  as  donations  from  friends  of  the  Institution.  Other  like  favors, 
and  any  such  preparations  as  are  adapted  to  faciltate  illustrative  teaching,  in  any  of  the 
departments,  are  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicited.  C.  KEWTON,  President. 

The  New  England  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 

Is  published  on  the  1st  and  16th  of  every  month,  by  C.  Newton,_  M.  D.,  at  the 
corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets,  Worcester,  Mass.  Each  number  contains  six- 
teen pages  octavo,  with  a  double  cover,  and  the  numbers  of  one  year  constitute  a 
volume.  Terms, — to  subscribers  paving  in  advance,  $1,00  per  year.  Those  delay- 
ing payment  three  months,  will  be  charged  ,$1,25  ;  and  those  delaying  six  months, 
$1,50.  As  the  price,  in  comparison  to  the  amount  of  matter  afforded,  is  exceeding- 
ly low,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  advance  payment  be  insisted  on,  or  that  a  fair  equiv- 
alent for  delay  be  required.  The  paper  has  received  numerous  testimonials  of  high 
approbatien,  and  has  now  obtained  an  extensive  circulation,  not  only  in  New  Eng- 
land, but  also  in  the  South  and  the  West.  It  is  designed  for  domestic  as  v/ell  as 
professional  use,  and  should  be  in  every  family.  All  remittances  and  commu- 
nications pertaining  to  it,  should  be  directed,  post  paid,  to  the  Editor.  Any  person 
forwarding,  post  paid,  the  names  of  four  subscribers,  and  remitting  ^4,  shall  re 
ceive  a  fifth  copy  gratis. 
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NOTICES. 

Dr.  I.  Jacobs'  Pills. 

Lobelia  Extract  Pills.— These  Pills  are  prepared  from  the  juice  of  the  green 
herb,  and  evaporated  to  the  consistency  of  a  pill  mass,  at  a  temperature  of  about  98 
degrees  Fahr.  This  is  an  admirable  mode  of  administering  lobelia,  and  considered 
preferable,  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  to  all  others.  The  Pills  are  used,  in  many 
cases,  where  vomiting  is  not  considered  necessary,  and  their  operation  is  highly 
salutary.     Price  $1,00  per  box,  accompanied  with  full  directions. 

Boneset  Extract  Pills,  designed  for  biliary  derangement,  useful  in  dyspepsia, 
morbid  state  of  the  liver,  jaundice,  &c.  Good  also  in  scrofula,  and  consumption. 
Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

Clover  Extract  Pills,  for  purifying  the  blood  and  strengthening  the  system ;  a  val- 
uable remedy,  also,  in  debility,  nervous  affections,  and  female  complaints  gener- 
ally.    Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

The  proprietor  offers  these  medicines  to  the  Profession,  with  full  confidence,  that 
they  will  meet  the  highest  expectations. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  by  J.  T.  OILMAN  PIKE,  79  and  81  Blackstone 
Street,  Eoston,  Mass. 

IEW  JUEDICAL  WORK  ! 
"Kost's  Elements  of  Materia  Meclica  and  Therapeutics." 

This  is  the  title  of  a  new  and  magnificent  work,  designed  as  a  text-book  in  this 
department  of  our  system.  It  is  of  respectable  size,  (nearly  600  pages,)  well  got 
up,  and  embellished  with  numerous  engravings, and  lithographs,  copied  from  nature. 
In  its  arrangement  the  work  is  peculiarly  interesting  and  useful ;  presenting  a  com- 
plete collection  of  medical  agents,  simple  and  compound,  with  a  full  history  of  their 
Physical  Character,  Chemical  Analysis,  Physiological  Effects,  Therapeutic  Power 
and  Application,  Pharmaceutic  Preparations,  &c,  &c.  It  will  th|is  serve,  not  only 
as  a  work  on  simple  Materia  Medica,  but  as  a  medical  Dispensatory  or  Pharma- 
copeia, and  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  practitioner. 

Sold  by  Dr.  C.  Newton,  Worcester,  Mass.;  Wm.  Johnson,  and  B.  O.  and  G.  C. 
Wilson,  Boston,  Mass.  ;  H.  Winchester,  N  Y. ;  E.  Larrabee,  Baltimore,  Md. ;  S. 
M.  Davis,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ;  J.  Allen,  Detroit,  Mich. ;  W.  F.  Pool,  Columbus,  Ohio  ;, 
and  by  the  Proprieter  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


NOTICES. 

The  Magnetic  Remedies  of  the  late  H-  H-  Sherwood,  Wt.  D- 

These  remarkable  remedies,  consisting  of  a  preparation  of  magnetized  CHLOEIDE  OF 
GOLD,  compounded  with  various  other  materials  with  great  care,  and  by  a  laborious  pro- 
cess, and  of  a  BITUMINOUS  PLASTER,  have  been  tested,  by  an  extensive  practice  of 
twenty  five  years  continuance,  and  may  now  justly  be  considered  as  more  successful  than 
any  other  known  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  CONSUMPTION,  in  all  its  early  stages,  and 
in  all  TUBERCULOUS  or  SCROFULOUS  DISEASES.  For  this  class  of  complaints,  they 
are  now  extensively  adopted  by  physicians  in  their  own  practice,  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  They  are  prepared  by  us,  under  the  direction  of  the  Executrix  of  the  late  Dr. 
Sherwood,  to  whom,  by  his  will,  his  medical  recipes  are  intrusted,  in  the  same  manner,  in. 
all  respects,  as  heretofore,  and  are  always  accompanied  by  Dr.  Sherwood's  valuable  medi- 
cal treatise  upon  the  motive  power  of  the  Human  System, — a  work  which  was  the  result 
of  many  years  of  labor  and  research,  and  which  shows,  in  the  cleartct  manner,  the  princi 
pies  upon  which  the  operation  of  his  remedies  is  founded,  and  their  mode  of  cure.  Both 
the  Treatise  and  the  Remedies  are  so  arranged,  that  they  can  be  sent  by  mail  at  a  trifling 
expense  to  anv  part  of  the  Union.  All  orders  or  communications  for  medical  advice  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Subscribers,  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 

Sherwood's  Vibrating  Magnetic  Machines. 

By  recent  improvements  in  these  machines,  their  power  is  doubled  in  cases  of  the  same 
size,  and  the  prices  reduced  to  $10,  $12  and  $14  each;  the  $10  size  being  greatly  superior 
to  the  $12  sizes  of  other  machines.  They  have  now  more  power,  and  run  with  more 
smoothness,  and  are  better  adapted  for  magnetizing  patients,  than  any  others  in  use. 
Each  case  is  accompanied  with  a  MANUAL,  (lith  edition,  pp.  400,  32mo,)  in  the  English 
or  French  language,  according  to  order,  which  contains  clear  and  minute  directions  for 
the  proper  use  of  the  instrument  in  the  various  diseases  to  which  it  is  applicable,  which 
are  found  to  include  many  of  the  most  peculiar  and  obstinate  that  are  known  to  the  medi- 
cal profession.  The  Manual  also  contains  a  synopsis  of  the  different  systems  of  medical 
practice,  Allopathic,  Homcepathic,  and  Magnopathic  with  a  full  glossary. 

Physicians  and  others  are  cautioned  against  purchasing  the  imitations  of  these  machines, 
as  they  will  be  found  of  comparatively  little  value.  No  premium  has  ever  been  obtained 
over  our  Magnetic  Machines  at  the  American  or  any  other  Institute,  as  is  represented  by 
the  manufacturers  of  inferior  machines.  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS,  * 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 

JOB  T.  DICKENS,  M.  D., 

Thomsonian  Botanic  Physician  &  burgeon. 

BOTANIC  MEDICINES  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL. 

Residence — Charter  Street,  two  doors  from  State  Street,  opposite  the  Post  Office, 

Newburyport,  Mass. 

Wm.  A.  Wright,  M.  »., 

Barnesville,  Pike  Co.,  Ga., 

Offers  his  professional  services  to  the  citizens  of  Pike,  and  will  keep  con- 
stantly on  hand  Larrabee's  Botanic  Medicines  and  the  various  compounds,  to  retail 
to  the  afflicted. 


NOTICES. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Mattocks'  Buena  Vista  Pills. 

Purely     Vegetable. 

In  offering  this  medicine  to  the  public,  we  introduce  the  most  mild,  easy,  and  certain  ca- 
thartic ever  known  ;  not  the  least  griping  or  drastic  effects  attending  their  operation.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  cure  every  form  of  disease  with  these  pills,  neither  do  we  expect  to  raise 
the  dead,  or  kill  the  living  ;  but  we  do  know  that  these  pills  will  cure  diseases  of  the.  liver, 
in  any  form  ;  such  as  acute  or  chronic  inflammation,  jaundice  in  its  worst  stages,  dyspep- 
sia, constipated  bowels,  headache,  heartburn,  flatulency,  and  in  fevers  they  are  the  only  med- 
icine needed.  They  will  break  the  most  malignant  type,  if  taken  in  its  first  stage,  accor- 
ding to  the  directions  accompanying  each  box:  they  will  also  remove  all  female  obstruc- 
tions immediately;  and  in  rheumatism  and  gout  they  are  an  infalible  remedy  if  persevered 
in.  Tn  all  affections  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  organs,  we  can  recommend  them  as  a  per- 
fectly safe  and  efficacious  remedy — gravel,  chronic  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  or  bladder 
stricture  can  be  cured  in  a  short  time  with  these  pills.  As  a  general  cathartic,  they  pre 
the  best  ever  offered  to  the  public,  because  they  strengthen  the  bowels  and  leave  the  sys- 
tem in  a  healrhy  state,  operating  without  the  least  griping  or  pain. 

Manufactured  and  sold  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  proprietor,  Dr.  E.  J.  MATTOCKS, 
at  his  Medical  Dispensary,  No.  24  Fifth  Street,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  sold  by  agents  throughout 
the  United  States. 

United  States  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Depot, 

108  John  Street,  New   York. 

THIS  Establishment,  by  far  the  largest  and  most  extensive  in  this  Country,  and  proba 
b?y,  in  the  world,  possesses  advantages  in  variety,  and  exreneiveness  of  stock,  peculiar  to 
itself  and  difficult  to  be  found  elsewhere.  The  long  established,  and  continually  increas- 
ing trade  from  all  parts  of  the  continent,  constantly  centering  to  it,  has  given  it  a  charac- 
ter well  worth  the  name  it  bears  ;  and  the  superior  quality  and  purity  of  the  articles  fur- 
nished here,  make  that  character  envied  and  enviable. 

The  Proprietor  has,  for  above  twenty  years,  devoted  his  unremitted  personal  attention 
to  this  business,  and  customers  ordering  Herbs,  Extracts  or  Medicines,  may  rely  that  he 
will  never  suffer  the  reputation  of  this  Establishment  to  be  compromised,  by  impure, 
damaged,  spurious  or  adulterated  articles  being  put  up  in  it,  or  sent  therefrom  ;  and  those 
who  icnmv  him  will  feel  a  perfect  assurance,  that  he  needs  no  instruction  in  pulverizing  his 
articles  without  injuring  their  medical  qualities. 

Every  variety  of  Herbs,  Roots,  Barks,  Extracts,  Ointments,  and  Compounds,  recom- 
mended by  the  various  Botanical  authors  of  our  Country,  constantly  kept  on  hand,  in 
large  quantities,  ready  for  shipment  at  the  shortest  notice. 

Catalogues,  containing  a  complete  list  of  his  vast  stock  of  Botanic  Simples  and 
Compounds,  Gums,  Essential  Oils,  Distilled  Waters,  Syringes,  Surgical  Instruments, 
Glass  Ware,  Medical  Works,  and  Miscellaneous  Articles,  will  be  furnished  gratis,  to  all 
post-paid  applications.  H.  WINCHESTER. 

108  John  Street,  New  York 

Bush's  Extract  of  Smilax, 

OR  SPANISH  SARSAPARILLA. 

Whence  are  the  occasional  failures  of  Sarsaparilla  ?  The  present  popularity  of  this  in- 
valuable medicine  makes  the  above  a  frequent  question  ;  and  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
state,  in  this  card,  the  most  common  causes  of  disappointment  in  the  use  of  the  medicine. 
First,  there  are  only  a  few  species  of  Sarsaparilla  that  contain  the  peculiar  virtues,  and  it 
is  well  known,  that  many  varieties  are  found  in  market,  and  are  used  by  manufacturers. 
Secondly,  the  virtues  of  Sarsaparilla  are  exceedingly  volatile,  and  are  soon  impaired  by  age  5 
while  but  very  little  discrimination  is  generally  made  in  its  selection.  Thirdly,  the  virtues 
are  extremely  liable  to  be  impaired  and  even  entirely  lost  by  the  preparation  of  the  syrup 
or  extract. 

The  proprietors  of  this  preparation  are  happy  now  to  offer,  to  the  afflicted  public,  an  arti- 
cle in  which  all  the  causes  of  failure  have  been' studiously  avoided ;  and  they  cannot  fail  to 
maintain  the  credit  of  this  incomparably  valuable  medicine.  The  recent  discovery  of  the 
true  Smilax  Sarsaparilla  in  the  south,  by  Prof.  I.  M.  Comings,  has  put  us  in  possession  of 
the  genuine  root  in  a  fresh  state  ;  and  a  new  method  of  preparation ,  discovered  by  the  pro- 

¥rietors,  enables  them  to  offer  to  the  purchaser  a  superior  article  of  extract  of  Sarsaparilla. 
he  attention  of  Dispensers,  Druggists,  Physicians,  and  Patients,  is  particularly  invited  to 
the  trial  of  an  article  which  is  warranted  genuine  and  superior  to  any  other  article  now 
offered  to  the  public. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  Wholesale  &  Retail,  by  W.  &  H.  Bush  &  Co.  Principal  office, 
No.  9,  Park  St.,  Worcester,  Mass.  Also,  for  sale,  by  B.  0.  &  G.  C  Wilson,  No.  18  Cen- 
tral St.  Boston  3  by  Dr.  C.  Newton,  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Sts.,  Worcester,  Mass.  ; 
and  at  all  the  principal  Druggists'  shops  and  stores,  throughout  the  N.  E.  States. 
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Receipts  for  the  Journal,  Vol.  3d. 
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Mattson's  American  Vegetable  Practice,  or  Family  Guide. 

Second  Edition,  Revised,  with  Important  Additions. 

I.  Anatomy,  with  a  Steel  Engraving  of  the  Human  Skeleton,  back  and  front 
view,  and  a  number  of  Wood  Illustrations. 

II.  The  Old  School  Practice. 

III.  Vegetable  Materia  Medica,  with  twenty-four  beautifully  colored  Illustrations 

IV.  Compounds. 

V.  Description  of  Diseases,  Treatment,  &c. 

VI.  Guide  for  Women,  or  Simplified  Treatise  of  Child  Birth;  Description  oi 
Diseases  of  Females  and  Infants,  &c. 

It  is  generally  conceded,  tlrat  there  is  no  better  Botanic  Work  than  this  for  fami- 
lies. Every  Botanic  Physician  also  should  have  a  copy  of  it  in  his  library.  It  has 
received  great  favor  in  England,  and  is  publicly  announced  there,  by  some  of  the 
educated  and  prominent  Physicians,  as  their  Guide  of  Practice. 

For  sale  by 

WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 
the  Publisher  and  Proprietor,  at  the  New  England  Botanic  Depot,  rear  of  47,  Hano- 
ver Street,  Boston,  Mass.     Also  an  extensive  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines,  and 
every  thing  that  appertains  to  an  establishment  of  the  kind,  very  low,  for  cash  or 
approved  credit. 

A&E]¥CY. 

The  subscriber  is  agent  for  all  popular  weekly,  monthly,  and  quarterly  Journals. 
Petersburgh,  N.  Y.  W.  R.  SCRIVEN. 

For  Sale,  or  to  Let. 

A  Physician's  stand,  within  15  miles  of  Boston,  in  one  of  the  most  flourishing  manufac- 
turing towns  in  Massachusetts. 

For  particulars,  address,  post-paid,  the  Editor  of  this  paper,  or  Dr.  Joseph  Jackson, 
No.  102,  Court  Street,  Boston. 

Notice. 

The  subscriber,  being  desirious  of  quiting  the  practice  of  medicine,  wants  to  dispose  of 
his  stock  and  fixtures.  The  location  is  long  established  in  a  large  and  flourishing  village  ; 
and,  for  a  man  of  ability  and  energy,  a  more  favorable  location  for  the  Botanic  practice 
cannot  be  found.  For  particulars,  address  WILLIAM  A.  GREENLEAF,  M.  D.,  South 
Middletown,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Notice. 

A  well  recommended  young  man,  wishing  to  avail  himself  of  good  opportunities 
for  obtaining  a  medical  education,  can  do  so,  and  assist  himself  in  the  matter  of  ex- 
penses, by  application  to  the  subscriber,  No.  9  Park  St.  Worcester,  Mass. 

J.  HOOKER,  M.  D. 

A  good  chance  for  a  Botanic  Physician. 

Dr.  M.  L.  PRIEST,  Fall  River,  having  concluded  to  change  his  business, 
offers  his  stock  and  trade  at  great  sacrifice, — consisting  of  every  article  of  fixtures, 
convenient  for  a  practitioner.  The  location  of  his  store  is  in  the  centre  of  the 
town. 

Any  person  wishing  a  good  situation  will  do  well  to  apply  soon.  All  communi- 
cations post  paid.  Sept.  11,  1849. 


NOTICE. 

Jjahor&tory  of  Tlioinsonian  Botanic  Medicine, 

No.  20,  South  Calvert  St Baltimore. 

THE  first  mill  erected  in  the  United  States  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing 
Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicines. 

The  subscriber  has  the  largest  and  most  complete  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines 
in  the  United  States,  comprising  all  the  various  Compounds  and  other  articles  re- 
commended by  Dr.  S.  Thomson,  besides  an  extensive  variety  of  other  approved 
Botanic  Medicines.  Having  erected  his  Steam  Mills  expressly  for  the  above  Medi- 
cines, he  is  enabled  to  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  and  warrants  his  Medicines 
to  be  genuine  and  pure,  prepared  in  the  best  manner,  and  clear  of  any  deleterious  or 
poisonous  qualities,  as  he  does  not  admit  any  thing  of  that  nature  about  his  establish- 
ment. 

An  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years,  in  the  practice,  preparation,  and  com- 
pounding of  Botanic  Medicines,  from  the  very  best  and  purest  materials  in  the  mar- 
ket, has  afforded  him  just  grounds  to  flatter  himself,  that  his  Medicines,  after  a  fair 
trial,  will  compete  with  airy  which  may  be  offered  to  the  friends  of  the  Botanic 
cause,  within  the  whole  range  of  our  country. 

ESP  It  is  of  great  importance,  that  Practitioners,  and  others,  using  Botanic  Medi- 
cines, should  be  apprised,  that  all  the  articles  manufactured  at  his  establishment  are 
pulverized, — not  ground, — between  an  upper  and  nether  mill-stone ;  as  the  latter 
process  heats,  and  consequently  injures,  if  it  does  not  destroy  the  medical  virtues  of 
all  articles  submitted  to  such  an  operation. 

On  hand  ail  the  various  Medical  Works  on  the  Botanic  System,  together  with  a 
general  assortment  of  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  and  all  the  articles  connected  with  the 
business.  Those  wishing  pure  Medicines  can  be  supplied  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms  bv  EPH'M.  LARRABEE. 

May,1847. 

Medical    Notice. 
I.  j?l.  f^JQWKGS,  M.  D., 

Having  located  himself  permanently  in  Worcester,  is  prepared  to  treat  the  various  forms 
of  Chronic  Disease.  He  has  given  his  attention  particularly  to  this  class  of  complaints 
for  some  years,  and  been  very  successful  in  his  treatment.  He  feels  a  confidence  in  solicit- 
ing the  patronage  of  those  who  are  unfortunately  afflicted  with  Scrofula,  or  any  Cutaneous 
Eruption,  Rheumatism,  Liver  Complaint,  or  any  Affection  of  the  Kidneys,  with  Old  Sores 
or  Ulcers,  &c. 

He  has  cured  cases  of  White  Swelling  that  have  defied  the  treatment  of  the  best  Old 
School  physicians,  and  where  amputation  has  been  pronounced  absolutely  necessary. 

Those  from  a  distance,  who  may  desire  to  consult  him,  can  do  so  by  letter;  stating  mi- 
nutely the  symptoms  and  history  of  the  case.  To  such,  he  can  send  medicines,  by  Express 
or  Mail,  with  the  necessary  directions.  The  patient  can  thus,  at  a  trifling  expense,  have 
the  opportunity  to  test  his  skill  without  a  personal  visit. 

Two  or  three  young  men  who  wish  to  pursue  the  study  of  medicine  can  be  entered  as 
students  with  him. 

Worcester,  May,  1849. 

Notice. 

The  subscriber,  having  recently  purchased,  of  Dr.  Pike,  his  stock  -of  medicine,  would 
invite  his  old  friends  and  the  patrons  of  the  New  England  Thomsonian  Depot,  to  call  on 
him  at  the  old  stand,  where  he  intends  to  furnish  good  medicines  at  fair  prices.  He  is 
also  agent  for  Strong  &  Osgood's  Physianthropic  Pills,  and  Dr.  Pike's  Pain  Alleviator. 

Boston,  May  1,  1849.  JAMES  OSGOOD. 


J.  Jackson,  HI.  D.?  Botanic  Physician, 

No.  102,  Court  Street boston. 

House,  No.  42,  Poplar  Street.     Calls  in  the  city  and  country  attended  to. 
35P  Botanic  Medicines,  wholesale  and  retail. 


NOTICES. 

Wilson's  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  laboratory, 

No.  18,  Central  Street.... .Boston,  Mass. 

GF3  The  subscribers  would  respectfully  inform  the  public,  that  they  havs  recently 
opened  the  above  establishment,  where  may  be  found  an  extensive  assortment  of  Bo- 
tanic and  Thomsonian  Medicines,  Shaker  Herbs,  Extracts,  Oils,  &c.  Syringes  of 
all  kinds,  and  all  the  different  Medical  Works  upon  the  reformed  system  of  practice 
published  in  the  United  States ;  also,  Brandy,  Wines,  and  other  liquors  of  the  choic- 
est brands,  for  medicinal  purposes  only. 

Having  made  arrangements  to  obtain  all  articles,  that  are  indigenous  to  this  coun- 
try, directly  from  those  parts  where  they  are  grown,  and  found  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance and  perfection,  they  are  prepared  to  supply  Wholesale  Dealers,  Practitioners, 
and  others,  with  medicines  of  superior  quality,  at  prices  as  low  as  they  are  sold  at  any 
similar  establishment  in  the  country.  The  utmost  care  will  be  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  Compounds.  Medicines  neatly  put  up  in  small  packages,  and  labelled  with 
full  directions  for  family  use,  if  required,  and  safely  packed  for  any  climate. 

Orders,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  from  the  most  distant  sections  of  the  country, 
promptly  and  faithfully  attended  to.  B.  OSGOOD  WILSON, 

G.  CARLOS  WILSON. 

Br.  Skinner's  Clarified  Oil  of  Ood-Fisli  Liver, 

For  the  cure  of  Consumption,  Scrofula,  Rheumatism,  &c.  The  medicinal  vir- 
tues of  this  valuable  Oil  are  truly  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  age.  Con- 
sumption and  Scrofula  will  yield  to  its  influence  in  nine  cases  out  of  every  ten. 

Sold  by  Dr.  S.  at  his  office,  60  1-2  CornhilT  (up  stairs)  Boston,  wholesale  and  retail. 
Large  bottles  75  cents — small  ones  37  1-2  cents.  Descriptive  pamphlets  and  cases 
of  cures,  in  this  city  and  in  the  country,  to  be  kad  gratis  at  this  office.  The  Oil  is 
recommended  and  approved  by  most  of  the  physicians  of  Boston. 

Druggists  and  the  Profession  supplied  at  the  usual  discount. 

Hew  fork  State  Tli©m§onian  and  Botanic  Hepot. 
NO.  49  WASHINGTON  STREET,  ALBANY. 

Dr.  A.  MOSHER,  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Med- 
icines, Shaker  Herbs,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Extracts,  Ointments, 
Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually  kept  in  Bo- 
tanic Stores. 

Also,  Family  Medicines,  of  all  kinds,  put  up  in  packages,  with  directions  for  fam- 
ily use ;  together  with 

Mosher's  Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,   Yellow  Dock-,  and  Wild 

Cherry, 
a  new,  and  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  the  removal  and  permanent  cure  of  diseases- 
arising  from  an  impure  state  of  the  blood. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  subscribers,  No.  49,  Washing- 
ton Street,  Albany,  and  also  by  their  authorized  agents,  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. 

A.  MOSHER  &  CO. 

The  above  Compounds  may  be  had  at  the  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets^ 
Worcester,  Mass. 

Thomsonian  Infirmary  and  Medicine  Store. 

Dr.  WILLIAM  CLARK  may  be  consulted  at  his  Iiafirmaryr  Nos*  SO  and  82^ 
Carver  Street,  Boston 


NOTICES. 

"Worcester  Medical  Institution. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY,  &c. 

The  course  of  study  required  by  this  Institution  is  intended  to  occupy  three  full  years  ; 
and  candidates  for  the  regular  decree  of  M.  D.  must  have  attended  two  full  Courses  of  Medi- 
cal Lectures  in  some  established  Medical  College,  one  of  which  must  have  been  in  this  Insti- 
tution. They  must  present  satisfactory  testimonials  of  good  moral  character  ;  must  have 
a  competent  literary  education  ;  and  must  well  sustain  an  examination  in  the  various 
branches  of  medical  study,  as  contained  in  our  Course  of  Lectures,  and  in  the  text-books 
which  we  recommend,  or  equivalents. 

The  following  are  the  principal  authors  recommended : — 

On  Anatomy — Wilson,  Quain,  Wistar,  Paxton,  and  Harrison. 

On  Surgery — Pancoast,  Druitt,  Liston,  Cooper,  Velpeau,  and  Castle. 

On  Physiology — Carpenter,  Oliver,  Muller,  and  Dunglison. 

On  Pathology — Gross,  Chomel,  Gallup,  and  Watson. 

On  Materia^  Medico, — Kost,  Pereira,  and  Wood  and  Bache. 

On  Auscultation  and  Percussion — Laennec,  Williams,  Gerhard,  Bowditch,  and  Watson. 

On  Theory  and  Practice — Watson,  Mackintosh.  Elliotson  aud  Stewartson,  Kost,  Mattson, 
Howard,  Worthy,  Comfort,  Smith,  Curtis,  and  Thomson. 

On  the  Institutes  of  Medicine — Gallup  and  Curtis. 

On  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  Children — Churchill,  Eberle,  Chailly, 
Mavgrier,  Velpeau,  Beach,  and  Curtis. 

On  Medical  Jurisprudence — Beck  and  Williams. 

On  Chemistry — Gray,  Fownes,  and  Turner. 

On  Botany — Eaton,  Bigelow,  Gray,  and  Wood. 
The  following  are  the  members  of  the  Faculty : — 

C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

I.  M.  Comings,  M.  D.,  Prof  ess  or  of  Theory  and  Practice,  and  Obstetrics. 

J.  Kost,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany. 

E.  M.  Parritt,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and.  Medical  Jurisprudence 

Walter  Burnham,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery. 

The  next  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Thursday  in  March,  1850,  and 
continue  fourteen  weeks.  The  fee  for  a  full  Course  is  $50,  in  advance,  with  a  matricu- 
lation fee  of  §3.  Of  those  who  have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges, 
$10  only  are  required.  Graduates  will  be  charged,  in  addition,  SIS  for  a  Diploma.  Good 
board  can  be  had  for  $2,25  per  week. 

The  text-books  recommended  are  consulted  eclectically  \ — autlwritatively,  indeed,  so 
far  as  they  are  descriptive  of  actual  conditions,  as  in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 
the  like  ;  but  otherwise  with  careful  discrimination, — the  fundamental  peculiarity  of  what  is 
taught  in  this  Institution  being,  that  thei*e  is  no  necessity  for  employing  poisons  of  any  kind 
as  medicinal  agents  ;  and  that  the  object,  in  exhibiting  any  remedy,  should  be  to  sustain, 
and  not  to  depress  the  vital  powers. 

Quite  extensive  accessions  have,  of  late,  been  made  to  the  Anatomical  and  Chemical  Ap 
paratus,  Library,  &c.     The  Faculty  of  the  Institution  now  constitute  a  full  and  eminently 
able  Board  of  Instruction  ;  and  the  facilities  to  be  enjoyed  by  students  are,  in  every  way, 
ample.     Dissections,  surgical  operations,  illustrations,  and  experiments,  are  conducted  in 
the  most  advantageous  and  instructive  manner. 

During  the  past  year  several  valuable  specimens  of  Morbid  Anatomy  have  been  added 
to  the  Anatomical  "Cabinet,  as  donations  from  friends  of  the  Institution.  Other  like  favors, 
and  any  such  preparations  as  are  adapted  to  faciltate  illustrative  teaching,  in  any  of  the 
departments,  are  respectfully  and  earnestly  solicited.  C.  NEWTON,  President. 

The  New  England  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 

Is  published  on  the  1st  and  16th  of  every  month,  by  C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  at  the 
corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets,  Worcester,  Mass.  Each  number  contains  six- 
teen pages  octavo,  with  a  double  cover,  and  the  numbers  of  one  year  constitute  a 
volume.  Terms, — to  subscribers  paying  in  advance,  $1,00  per  year.  Those  delay- 
ing payment  three  months,  will  be  charged  $1,25  ;  and  those  delaying  six  months, 
$1,50.  As  the  price,  in  comparison  to  the  amount  of  matter  afforded,  is  exceeding- 
ly low,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  advance  payment  be  insisted  on,  or  that  a  fair  equiv- 
alent for  delay  be  required.  The  paper  has  received  numerous  testimonials  of  high 
approbation,  and  has  now  obtained  an  extensive  circulation,  not  only  in  New  Eng- 
land, but  also  in  the  South  and  the  West.  It  is  designed  for  domestic  as  well  as 
professional  use,  and  should  be  in  every  family .  All  remittances  and  commu- 
nications pertaining  to  it,  should  be  directed,  post  paid,  to  the  Editor.  Any  person 
forwarding,  post  paid,  the  names  of  four  subscribers,  and  remitting  $4,  shall  re 
ceive  a  fifth  copy  gratis. 
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NOTICES. 

Wilson's  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  laboratory. 

No.  18,  Central  Street Boston,  Mass. 

I3P  The  subscribers  would  respectfully  inform  the  public,  that  they  have  recently 
opened  the  above  establishment,  where  may  be  found  an  extensive  assortment  of  Bo- 
tanic and  Thomsonian  Medicines,  Shaker  Herbs,  Extracts,  Oils,  &c.  Syringes  of 
all  kinds,  and  all  the  different  Medical  Works  upon  the  reformed  system  of  practice 
published  in  the  United  States ;  also,  Brandy,  Wines,  and  other  liquors  of  the  choic- 
est brands,  for  medicinal  purposes  only. 

Having  made  arrangements  to  obtain  all  articles,  that  are  indigenous  to  this  coun- 
try, directly  from  those  parts  where  they  are  grown,  and  found  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance and  perfection,  they  are  prepared  to  supply  Wholesale  Dealers,  Practitioners, 
and  others,  with  medicines  of  superior  quality,  at  prices  as  low  as  they  are  sold  at  any 
similar  establishment  in  the  country.  The  utmost  care  will  be  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  Compounds.  Medicines  neatly  put  up  in  small  packages,  and  labelled  with 
full  directions  for  family  use,  if  required,  and  safely  packed  for  any  climate. 

Orders,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  from  the  most  distant  sections  of  the  country, 
promptly  and  faithfully  attended  to.                                   B.  OSGOOD  WILSON, 
G.  CARLOS  WILSON. 

Dr,  Skinner's  Clarified  Oil  of  Cod-Fish  Liver5 

For  the  cure  of  Consumption,  Scrofula,  Rheumatism,  &c.  The  medicinal  vir- 
tues of  this  valuable  Oil  are  truly  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  age.  Con- 
sumption and  Scrofula  will  yield  to  its  influence  in  nine  cases  out  of  every  ten. 

Sold  by  Dr.  S.  at  his  office,  60  1-2  Cornhill  (up  stairs)  Boston,  wholesale  and  retail. 
Large  bottles  75  cents — small  ones  37  1-2  cents.     Descriptive  pamphlets  and  cases 
of  cures,  in  this  city  and  in  the  country,  to  be  had  gratis  at  this  office.     The  Oil  is 
recommended  and  approved  by  most  of  the  physicians  of  Boston. 
Druggists  and  the  Profession  supplied  at  the  usual  discount. 

Mew  York  State  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  !>epot. 

NO.  49  WASHINGTON  STREET,  ALBANY. 

Dr.  A.  MOSHER,  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Med- 
icines, Shaker  Herbs,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Extracts,  Ointments, 
Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually  kept  in  Bo- 
tanic Stores.  * 

Also,  Family  Medicines,  of  all  kinds,  put  up  in  packages,  with  directions  for  fam 
ily  use ;  together  with 
Mosher's  Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,   Yellow  Dock,  and  Wild 

Cherry, 
a  new,  and  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  the  removal  and  permanent  cure  of  diseases 
arising  from  an  impure  state  of  the  blood. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  subscribers,  No.  49,  Washing- 
ton Street,  Albany,  and  also  by  their  authorized  agents,  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. A.  MOSHER  &  CO. 

The  above  Compounds  may  be  had  at  the  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets, 
Worcester,  Mass. 

Sherwood's  Vibrating  Magnetic  Machines. 

By  recent  improvements  in  these  machines,  their  power  is  doubled  in -cases  of  the  same 
size,  and  the  prices  reduced  to  $10,  $12  and  $14  each ;  the  $10  size  being  greatly  superior 
to  the  $12  sizes  of  other  machines.  They  have  now  more  power,  and  run  with  more 
smoothness,  and  are  better  adapted  for  magnetizing  patients,  than  any  others  in  use. 
Each  case  is  accompanied  with  a  MANUAL,  (lith  edition,  pp.  400,  32mo,)  in  the  English 
or  French  langnage,  according  to  order,  which  contains  clear  and  minute  directions  for 
the  proper  use  of  the  instrument  in  the  various  dise  ases  to  which  it  is  applicable,  which 
are  found  to  include  many  of  the  most  peculiar  and  obstinate  that  are  known  to  the  medi- 
cal profession.  The  Manual  also  contains  a  synopsis  of  the  different  systems  of  medical 
practice,  Allopathic,  Homoepathic,  and  Magnopathic  with  a  full  glossary. 

Physicians  and  others  are  cautioned  against  purchasing  the  imitations  of  these  machines, 
as  they  will  be  found  of  comparatively  little  value.  .No  premium  has  ever  been  obtained 
over  our  Magnetic  Machines  at  the  American  or  any  other  Institute,  as  is  represented  by 
^he  manufacturers  of  inferior  machines.  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS,  " 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  ISew  lorL 


NOTICES. 

The  Magnetic  Remedies  of  the  late  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M.  B- 

These  remarkable  remedies,  consisting  of  a  preparation  of  magnetized  CHLORIDE  OF 
GOLD,  compounded  with  various  other  materials  with  great  care,  and  by  a  laborious  pro- 
cess, and  of  a  BITUMINOUS  PLASTER,  have  been  tested,  by  an  extensive  practice  of 
twenty  five  years  continuance,  and  may  now  justly  be  considered  as  more  successful  than 
anv  other  known  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  CONSUMPTION,  in  all  its  early  stages,  and 
in  all  TUBERCULOUS  or  SCROFULOUS  DISEASES.  For  this  class  of  complaints,  they 
are  now  extensively  adopted  by  physicians  in  their  own  practice,  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  They  are  prepared  by  us,  under  the  direction  of  the  Executrix  of  the  late  Dr. 
Sherwood,  to  whom,  by  his  will,  his  medical  recipes  are  intrusted,  in  the  same  manner,  in 
all  respects,  as  heretofore,  and  are  always  accompanied  by  Dr.  Sherwood's  valuable  medi- 
cal treatise  upon  the  motive  power  of  the  Human  System, — a  work  which  was  the  result 
of  many  years  of  labor  and  research,  and  which  shows,  in  the  clearest  manner,  the  princi 
pies  upon  which  the  operation  of  his  remedies  is  founded,  and  their  mode  of  cure.  Both 
the  Treatise  and  the  Remedies  are  so  arranged,  that  they  can  be  sent  by  mail  at  a  trifling 
expense  to  anv  part  of  the  Union.  All  orders  or  communications  for  medical  advice  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Subscribers,  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 

3¥EW  MEBICAIi  WOUE  I 
"Kost's  "Elemesits  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics." 

This  is  the  title  of  a  new  and  magnificent  work,  designed  as  a  text-book  in  this 
department  of  our  system.  It  is  of  respectable  size,  (nearly  600  pages,)  well  got 
up,  and  embellished  with  numerous  engravings, and  lithographs,  copied  from  nature. 
In  its  arrangement  the  work  is  peculiarly  interesting  and  useful ;  presenting  a  com- 
plete collection  of  medical  agents,  simple  and  compound,  with  a  full  history  of  their 
Physical  Character,  Chemical  Analysis,  Physiological  Effects,  Therapeutic  Power 
and  Application,  Pharmaceutic  Preparations,  &c,  &c.  It  will  thus  serve,  not  only 
as  a  work  on  simple  Materia  Medica,  but  as  a  medical  Dispensatory  or  Pharma- 
copeia, and  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  practitioner. 

Sold  by  Dr.  C.  Newton,  Worcester,  Mass.;  Wm.  Johnson,  and  B.  O.  and  G.  C. 
Wilson,  Boston,  Mass.  ;  H.  Winchester,  N  Y.  ;  E.  Larrabee,  Baltimore,  Md. ;  S. 
M.  Davis,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ;  J.  Allen,  Detroit,  Mich. ;  W.  F.  Pool,  Columbus,  Ohio  ; 
and  by  the  Proprieter  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Dr.  I.  Jac©1>s?  Fills. 

Lobelia  Extract  Pills. — These  Pills  are  prepared  from  the  juice  of  the  green 
herb,  and  evaporated  to  the  consistency  of  a  pill  mass,  at  a  temperature  of  about  98 
degrees  Fahr.  This  is  an  admirable  mode  of  administering  lobelia,  and  considered 
preferable,  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  to  all  others.  The  Pills  are  used,  in  many 
cases,  where  vomiting  is  not  considered  necessary,  and  their  operation  is  highly 
salutary.     Price  $1,00  per  box,  accompanied  with  full  directions. 

Boneset  Extract  Pills,  designed  for  biliary  derangement,  useful  in  dyspepsia, 
morbid  state  of  the  liver,  jaundice,  &c.  Good  also  in  scrofula,  and  consumption. 
Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

Clover  Extract  Pills,  for  purifying  the  blood  and  strengthening  the  system ;  a  val- 
uable remedy,  also,  in  debility,  nervous  affections,  and  female  complaints  gener- 
ally.    Price  33  cents  per  box,  loithfull  directions. 

The  proprietor  offers  these  medicines  to  the  Profession,  with  full  confidence,  that 
they  will  meet  the  highest  expectations. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  by  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE,  79  and  81  Blackstone 
Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

ThoiMsoiiiasi  Infirmary  and  Medicine  Store. 

Dr.  WILLIAM  CLARK  may  be  consulted  at  his  Infirmary,  JYos.  80  and  82, 
Carver  Street,  Boston 


NOTICES. 

Dr,  E.  J.  Mattocks'  Buena  Vista  Pills. 

Purely    Vegetable. 

In  offering  this  medicine  to  the  public,  we  introduce  the  most  mild,  easy,  and  certain  ca- 
thartic ever  known ;  not  the  least  griping  or  drastic  effects  attending  their  operation.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  oure  every  form  of  disease  with  these  pills,  neither  do  we  expect  to  raise 
the  dead,  or  kill  the  living ;  but  we  do  know  that  these  pills  will  cure  diseases  of  the  liver, 
in  any  form ;  such  as  acute  or  chronic  inflammation,  jaundice  in  its  worst  stages,  dyspep- 
sia, constipated  bowels,  headache,  heartburn,  flatulency,  and  in  fevers  they  are  the  only  med^ 
icine  needed.  They  will  break  the  most  malignant  type,  if  taken  in  its  first  stage,  accor- 
ding to  the  directions  accompanying  each  box :  they  will  also  remove  all  female  obstruc- 
tions immediately ;  and  in  rheumatism  and  gout  they  are  an  infalible  remedy  if  persevered 
in.  In  all  affections  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  organs,  we  can  recommend  them  as  a  per- 
fectly safe  and  efficacious  remedy— gravel,  chronic  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  or  bladder 
stricture  can  be  cured  in  a  short  time  with  these  pills.  As  a  general  cathartic,  they  are 
the  best  ever  offered  to  the  public,  because  they  strengthen  the  bowels  and  leave  the  sys- 
tem in  a  healthy  state,  operating  without  the  least  griping  or  pain. 

Manufactured  and  sold  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  proprietor,  Dr.  E.  J.  MATTOCKS, 
at  his  Medical  Dispensary,  No.  24  Fifth  Street,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  sold  by  agents  throughout 
the  United  States. 


# 


United  States  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Depo 

108  John  Street,  New   York. 

THIS  Establishment,  by  far  the  largest  and  most  extensive  in  this  Country,  and  proba 
bly,  in  the  world,  possesses  advantages  in  variety,  and  extensiveness  of  stock,  peculiar  to 
itself  and  difficult  to  be  found  elsewhere.  The  long  established,  and  continually  increas- 
ing trade  from  all  parts  of  the  continent,  constantly  centering  to  it,  has  given  it  a  charac- 
ter well  worth  the  name  it  bears  ;  and  the  superior  quality  and  purity  of  the  articles  fur- 
nished here,  make  that  character  envied  and  enviable. 

The  Proprietor  has,  for  above  twenty  years,  devoted  his  unremitted  personal  attention 
to  this  business,  and  customers  ordering  Herbs,  Extracts  or  Medicines,  may  rely  that  he 
will  never  suffer  the  reputation  of  this  Establishment  to  be  compromised,  by  impure, 
damaged,  spurious  or  adulterated  articles  being  put  up  in  it,  or  sent  therefrom  ;  and  those 
who  know  him  will  feel  a  perfeot  assurance,  that  he  needs  no  instruction  in  pulverizing  his 
articles  without  injuring  their  medical  qualities. 

Every  variety  of  Herbs,  Eoots,  Barks,  Extracts,  Ointments,  and  Compounds,  recom- 
mended by  the  various  Botanical  authors  of  our  Country,  constantly  kept  on  hand,  in 
large  quantities,  ready  for  shipment  at  the  shortest  notice. 

Catalogues,  containing  a  complete  list  of  his  vast  stock  of  Botanic  Simples  and 
Compounds,  Gums,  Essential  Oils,  Distilled  Waters,  Syringes,  Surgical  Instruments, 
Glass  Ware,  Medical  Works,  and  Miscellaneous  Articles,  will  be  furnished  gratis,  to  all 
post-paid  applications.  H.  WINCHESTER. 

108  John  Street,  New  York 

Bush's  Extract  of  Smilax, 

ORSPANISH  SARSAPARILLA. 

Whence  are  the  occasional  failures  of  Sarsaparilla  ?  The  present  popularity  of  this  in- 
valuable medicine  makes  the  above  a  frequent  question  ;  and  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
state,  in  this  card,  the  most  common  causes  of  disappointment  in  the  use  of  the  medicine. 
First,  there  are  only  a  few  species  of  Sarsaparilla  that  contain  the  peculiar  virtues,  and  it 
is  well  known,  that  many  varieties  are  found  in  market,  and  are  used  by  manufacturers. 
Secondly,  the  virtues  of  Sarsaparilla  are  exceedingly  volatile,  and  are  soon  impaired  by  age  3 
while  but  very  little  discrimination  is  generally  made  in  its  selection.  Thirdly,  the  virtues 
are  extremely  liable  to  be  impaired  and  even  entirely  lost  by  the  preparation  of  the  syrup 
or  extract. 

The  proprietors  of  this  preparation  are  happy  now  to  offer,  to  the  afflicted  public,  an  arti- 
cle in  which  all  the  causes  of  failure  have  been  studiously  avoided  ;  and  they  cannot  fail  to 
maintain  the  credit  of  this  incomparably  valuable  medicine.  The  recent  discovery  of  the 
true  Smilax  Sarsaparilla  in  the  south,  by  Prof.  I.  M.  Comings,  has  put  us  in  possession  of 
the  genuine  root  in  a  fresh  state  ;  and  a  new  method  of  preparation,  discovered  by  the  pro- 
prietors, enables  them  to  offer  to  the  purchaser  a  superior  article  of  extract  of  Sarsaparilla. 
The  attention  of  Dispensers,  Druggists,  Physicians,  and  Patients,  is  particularly  invited  to 
the  trial  of  an  article  which  is  warranted  genuine  and  superior  to  any  other  article  now 
offered  to  the  public. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  Wholesale  &  Retail,  by  W.  &  H.  Bush  &  Co.  Principal  office, 
No.  9,  Park  St.,  Worcester,  Mass.  Also,  for  sale,  by  B.  0.  &  G.  C  Wilson,  No.  18  Cen- 
tral St.  Boston  5  by  Dr.  C.  Newton,  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Sts.,  Worcester,  Mass,  \ 
and  at  all  the  principal  Druggists'  shops  and  stares,  throughout  the  N.  E,  States, 


NOTICES. 

Receipts  for  the  Journal,  Vol.  3d. 

From  Paid  to  |  From  Paid  to 

Daniel  Peabody,       Dec.     16th,     1849.  |  Calvin  B.  Newton,     Deo.     16th,     1850, 

Mattson's  American  Vegetable  Practice,  or  Family  Guide. 

Second  Edition,  Revised,  with  Important  Additions. 

I.  Anatomy,  with  a  Steel  Engraving  of  the  Human  Skeleton,  back  and  front 
view,  and  a  number  of  Wood  Illustrations. 

II.  The  Old  School  Practice. 

III.  Vegetable  Materia  Medica,  with  twenty-four  beautifully  colored  Illustrations 

IV.  Compounds. 

V.  Description  of  Diseases,  Treatment,  &c. 

VI.  Guide  for  Women,  or  Simplified  Treatise  of  Child  Birth;  Description  oi 
Diseases  of  Females  and  Infants,  &c. 

It  is  generally  conceded,  that  there  is  no  better  Botanic  Work  than  this  for  famis- 
hes. Every  Botanic  Physician  also  should  have  a  copy  of  it  in  his  library.  It  has 
received  great  favor  in  England,  and  is  publicly  announced  there,  by  some  of  the 
educated  and  prominent  Physicians,  as  their  Guide  of  Practice. 

For  sale  by  WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 

the  Publisher  and  Proprietor,  at  the  New  England  Botanic  Depot,  rear  of  47,  Hano- 
ver Street,  Boston,  Mass.  Also  an  extensive  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines,  and 
every  thing  that  appertains  to  an  establishment  of  the  kind,  very  low,  for  cash  or 
approved  credit. 

AGENCY. 

The  subscriber  is  agent  for  all  popular  weeklv,  monthly,  and  quarterly  Journals. 
Petersburg h,  N.  Y.  W.  E.  SCKIVEN. 

For  Sale,  or  to  Let. 

A  Physician's  stand,  within  15  miles  of  Boston,  in  one  of  the  most  flourishing  manufac-' 
turing  towns  in  Massachusetts. 

For  particulars,  address,  post-paid,  the  Editor  of  this  paper,  or  Dr.  Joseph  Jackson, 
No.  102,  Court  Street,  Boston. 

Notice. 

The  subscriber,  being  desirious  of  quiting  the  practice  of  medicine,  wants  to  dispose  of 
his  stock  and  fixtures.  The  location  is  long  established  in  a  large  and  flourishing  village  ; 
and,  for  a  man  of  ability  and  energy,  a  more  favorable  location  for  the  Botanic  practice 
cannot  be  found.  For  particulars,  address  WILLIAM  A.  GREENLEAF,  M.  D„  South 
Middletown,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Notice. 

A  well  recommended  young  man,  wishing  to  avail  himself  of  good  opportunities 
for  obtaining  a  medical  education,  can  do  so,  and  assist  himself  in  the  matter  of  ex-? 
penses,  by  application  to  the  subscriber,  No.  9  Park  St.  Worcester,  Mass. 

J.  HOOKER,  M.  D. 

A  g'oud  chance  for  a  Botanic  Physician. 

Dr.  M.  L.  PRIEST,  Fall  River,  having  concluded  to  change  his  business, 
offers  his  stock  and  trade  at  great  sacrifice, — consisting  of  every  article  of  fixtures, 
convenient  for  a  practitioner.     The  location  of  his  store  is  in  the  centre  of  the  town, 

Any  person  wishing  a  good  situation  will  do  well  to  apply  soon.  All  communis 
cations  post  paid.  Sept.  11,  1849. 

JOB  T,  DICKENS,  M.  D., 

Th©ni§oiiiaii  Botanic  Physician  Sc  burgeon. 

BOTANIC  MEDICINES  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL. 

Residence — Charter  Street,  two  doors  from  State  Street,  opposite  the  Post  Office s 

JYewburyport,  Ma$$, 


NOTICE. 

liafooratory  of  Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicine, 

No.  20,  South  Calvert  St Baltimore. 

THE  first  mill  erected  in  the  United  States  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing 
Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicines. 

The  subscriber  has  the  largest  and  most  complete  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines 
in  the  United  States,  comprising  all  the  various  Compounds  and  other  articles  re- 
commended by  Dr.  S.  Thomson,  besides  an  extensive  variety  of  other  approved 
Botanic  Medicines.  Having  erected  his  Steam  Mills  expressly  for  the  above  Medi- 
cines, he  is  enabled  to  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  and  warrants  his  Medicines 
to  be  genuine  and  pure,  prepared  in  the  best  manner,  and  clear  of  any  deleterious  or 
poisonous  qualities,  as  he  does  not  admit  any  thing  of  that  nature  about  his  establish- 
ment. 

An  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years,  in  the  practice,  preparation,  and  com- 
pounding of  Botanic  Medicines,  from  the  very  best  and  purest  materials  in  the  mar- 
ket, has  afforded  him  just  grounds  to  flatter  himself,  that  his  Medicines,  after  a  fair 
trial,  will  compete  with  any  which  may  be  offered  to  the  friends  of  the  Botanic 
cause,  within  the  whole  range  of  our  country. 

I5P3  It  is  of  great  importance,  that  Practitioners,  and  others,  using  Botanic  Medi- 
cines, should  be  apprised,  that  all  the  articles  manufactured  at  his  establishment  are 
pulverized, — not  ground, — between  an  upper  and  nether  mill-stone ;  as  the  latter 
process  heats,  and  consequently  injures,  if  it  does  not  destroy  the  medical  virtues  of 
all  articles  submitted  to  such  an  operation. 

On  hand  all  the  various  Medical  Works  on  the  Botanic  System,  together  with  a 
general  assortment  of  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  and  all  the  articles  connected  with  the 
business.  Those  wishing  pure  Medicines  can  be  supplied  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms  by  EPH'M.  LARRABEE. 

May,  1847, 


Having  located  himself  permanently  in  Worcester,  is  prepared  to  treat  the  various  forms 
of  Chronic  Disease.  He  has  given  his  attention  particularly  to  this  class  of  complaints 
for  some  years,  and  been  very  successful  in  his  treatment.  He  feels  a  confidence  in  solicit- 
ing the  patronage  of  those  who  are  unfortunately  afflicted  with  Scrofula,  or  any  Cutaneous 
Eruption,  Rheumatism,  Liver  Complaint,  or  any  Affection  of  the  Kidneys,  with  Old  Sores 
or  Ulcers,  &c. 

He  has  cured  cases  of  White  Swelling  that  have  defied  the  treatment  of  the  best  Old 
School  physicians,  and  where  amputation  has  been  pronounced  absolutely  necessary. 

Those  from  a  distance,  who  may  desire  to  consult  him,  can  do  so  by  letter;  stating  mi- 
nutely the  symptoms  and  history  of  the  case.  To  such,  he  can  send  medicines,  by  Express 
or  Mail,  with  the  necessary  directions.  The  patient  can  thus,  at  a  trifling  expense,  have 
the  opportunity  to  test  his  skill  without  a  personal  visit. 

Two  or  three  young  men  who  wish  to  pursue  the  study  of  medicine  can  be  entered  as 
students  with  him.  Worcester,  May,  1849. 


The  subscriber,  having  recently  purchased,  of  Dr.  Pike,  his  stock  of  medicine,  would 
invite  his  old  friends  and  the  patrons  of  the  New  England  Thomsonian  Depot,  to  call  on 
him  at  the  old  stand,  where  he  intends  to  furnish  good  m edicines  at  fair  prices.  He  is 
also  agent  for  Strong  &  Osgood's  Physianthropic  Pills,  and  Dr.  Pike's  Pain  Alleviator. 

Boston,  May  1,  1849.  JAMES  OSGOOD. 

J.  Jackson,  M.  JO. ?  Botanic  Physician, 

No.  102,  Court  Street boston. 

House,  No.  42,  Poplar  Street.     Calls  in  the  city  and  country  attended  to. 
HdP  Botanic  Medicines,  wholesale  and  retail. 

Win.  A.  Wright,  W.  5*.3 

Barnesville,  Pike  Co.,   Ga., 
Offers   his   professional  services    to  the    citizens   of  Pike,  and    will   keep  con- 
stantly on  hand  Larrabee's  Botanic  Medicines  and  the  various  compounds,  to  retail 
to  the  afflicted. 


NOTICES. 


CENTRAL  MEDICAL  COLLEGE,  SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. 

The  Fall  and  Winter  Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  com- 
mence on  the  FIRST  MONDAY  IN  NOVEMBER,  next,  and  will 
continue  sixteen  weeks.  The  aggregate  cost  of  Tickets  will  be  $55, 
including  Demonstrator's  fee.  The  Graduating  Class  will  receive  the 
benefit  of  extra  instructions  from  the  Faculty,  during  hours  not  appro- 
priated to  the  regular  exercises  of  the  College,  as  often  as  three  times 
per  week. 

FACULTY. 

J.  R,  Bush,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Special,  General,  and  Pathological 
Anatomy. 

S.  H.  Potter,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Surgery. 

S.  M.  Davis,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine, 
and  Pathology. 

O.  Davis,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics,  and  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children. 

B.  S.  Heath,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Medical  Jurispru- 
dence. 

W.  W.  Hadley,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica,  Therepeutics, 
and  Pharmacy. 

*C.  Linck,  Ph.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Medical  Botany. 

f  Wooster  Beach,  M.  D.,  Emeritus  Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine. 

J.  R.  Bush,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  and  Surgical  Prosector. 

The  Matriculation  Ticket  $5,  and  the  Graduation  Fee  $15.  Any 
student  can  have  the  privilege  of  attending  Lectures  in  this  Institution 
until  he  graduates,  by  the  payment  of  $100  in  advance. 

Good  board  can  be  had  at  from  $1,50  to  $2,50  per  Week  ;  and  Stu- 
dents, by-clubbing  together,  can  live  well  at  an  expense  of  from  50  to  75 
cents  per  week. 

A  Student  will  be  admitted  to  the  Lectures  gratuitously  from  each 
Senatorial  District  throughout  the  State,  by  paying  only  Matriculation, 
Demonstrator's,  and  Graduation  Fees.  This  arrangement  gives  to  thir- 
ty-two Students  annually,  the  sum  of  $50  each.  Those  of  this  class 
are  to  be  Promising,  Indigent  young  men  of  a  good  English  education, 
and  of  a  good  moral  character,  Sons  of  Clergymen  and  Physicians  will 
have  the  preference,  if  such  apply  in  season.  Such  students  are  to  be 
recommended  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  a  Judge  of  the  County  in 
which  they  reside.  They  will  please  forward  their  applications  as  soon 
as  the  first  of  November  next. 

The  Faculty  being  sollicitous  that  all  may  enjoy  the  benefit  of  their  la- 
bors who  wish,  will  take  responsible  notes  on  time,  where  persons  are 
unable  to  advance  the  money.  In  such  cases,  ten  dollars  will  be  added 
to  the  cash  price  of  each  term. 

O^r'AU  designing  to  attend,  will  please  forward  their  names,  that  we 
may  be  apprised  of  their  coming. 

The  following  works  are  recommended  by  the  Faculty  ; 

Anatomy — Wistar,  Wilson,  Quain,  and  Horner. 


NOTICES. 

Surgery. — Druitt,  Liston,  Cooper,  Gibson,  and  Miller. 

Theory  and  Practice. — Watson,  Stokes  &  Bell,  Eberle,  Beach,  How* 
ard,  Smith,  Curtis,  and  Thomson. 

Physiology. — Carpenter,  Williams,  Dunglison,  and  Beach. 

Obstetrics  and  Disease  of  Women  and  Children.- — Rigby,  Beach, 
Curtis,  and  Eberle. 

Chemistry. — Linck,  Turner,  Gray,  and  Beck. 

Botany. — Eaton,  Bigelow,  Gray,  and  Wood. 

Materia  Medica. — Kost,  Nelligan,  Wood  &  Bache. 

Pathology. — Gross,  Chomel,  Williston,  Allison  and  Stille. 

Auscultation  and  Percussion. — Laennec,  Bowditch,  and  Watson. 

Medical  Jurisprudence.-— Beck,  and  Williams. 

The  text  books  recommended  are  consulted  authoritatively,  when  de- 
scriptive of  actual  conditions,  as  in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  &c. ; 
out  otherwise  eclectically,  with  careful  discrimination. 

The  fundamental  peculiarity  of  our  doctrine  in  the  treatment  of  dis- 
ease is,  that  nothing  should  be  used  as  a  remedy,  that  will  injure  the  hu- 
man constitution,  and  that  all  means  used,  should  have  a  direct  tendency 
to  sustain,  and  not  depress  the  vital  powers. 

The  College  will  be  furnished  with  all  suitable  facilities  for  imparting 
a  thorough  and  correct  course  of  instruction  on  every  branch  of  Medical 
Science,  Dissections,  Surgical  Operations,  Illustrations  and  Experi- 
ments will  be  conducted  in  the  most  advantageous  and  instructive  man- 
ner. It  is  the  design  to  give  Students  advantages  here,  fully  equal  to 
those  enjoyed  at  any  other  Medical  College. 

For  further  information  respecting  the  Lectures,  direct  a  letter  post 
paid  to  Dr.  S.  H.  Potter,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. ;  or  to  Dr.  S.  M.  Davis, 
Buffalo;  Dr.  Wm.  W.  Hadley,  Rochester  ;  Dr.  W.  Beach,  Mew  York 
City. 

*Dr,  C.  Linck  lias  several  years  past  been  Professor  of  Anayltical  Chemistry  in 
Cambridge  University,  Mass.,  and  resigns  his  Chair  in  that  Institution,  and  comes 
to  Syracuse,  to  settle  permanently  as  the  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and  Botany  in  Central 
Medical  College,  and  is  the  author  of  a  work  on  Chemistry,  and  recommended  in  the 
warmest  manner  by  Cambridge  and  Harvard  Universities,  as  well  as  Dr.  Liebig  of 
Germany,  his  preceptor.  Dr,  L.  is  furnished  with  all  necessary  apparatus  andlab- 
aratory,  fully  prepared  to  do  justice  to  his  imyortant  department. 

fDr.  W.  Beach,  of  N.  Y.  is  the  distinguished  Author  of  numerous  Medical 
Works  of  world-wide  reputation.  He  has  recently  travelled  through  eight  or  ten 
kingdoms  in  Europe,  and  visited  nearly  all  the  important  Medical  Institutions  to 
collect  information  to  promote  the  cause  of  scientific  reform.  He  has  engaged  to 
be  here  early  in  the  session  with  a  female  anatomical  model,  made  to. order  in  Paris, 
diagrams,  pathalogical  drawings,  &c,  executed  in  London,  and  establish  a  Dispen* 
sary  and  Clinic  for  students,  where  lectures  will  be  given  on  the  diseases  of  patients 
present,  that  the  students  may  enjoy  the  full  benefits  of  his  extensive  research. 

Note  — Seventy-six  Students  have  alreadv  given  their  names  to  attend  the  lee* 
tures,  and,  among  the  number,  Mrs.  R.  B.  Gleason,  wife  of  Dr.  Gleason,  Physician 
to  the  Glen  Haven  Water  Cure  Infimary,  with  a  view  to  complete  her  medical  ed- 
ucation by  attending  two  terms  of  lectures,  and  obtaining  the  degree  of  M.  D.  A 
second  Miss  Biackwell.     Syracuse,  Sept.,  1849. 
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NOTICES. 

Wilson's  Tliomsoiiiaii  and  Botanic  Laboratory, 

No.  18,   Central  Street Boston,  Mass. 

U3P3  The  subscribers  would  respectfully  inform  the  public,  that  they  have  recently 
opened  the  above  establishment,  where  may  be  found  an  extensive  assortment  of  Bo- 
tanic and  Thomsonian  Medicines,  Shaker  Herbs,  Extracts,  Oils,  &c.  Syringes  of 
all  kinds,  and  all  the  different  Medical  Works  upon  the  reformed  system  of  practice 
published  in  the  United  States ;  also,  Brandy,  Wines,  and  other  liquors  of  the  choic- 
est brands,  for  medicinal  purposes  only. 

Having  made  arrangements  to  obtain  all  articles,  that  are  indigenous  to  this  coun- 
try, directly  from  those  parts  where  they  are  grown,  and  found  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance and  perfection,  they  are  prepared  to  supply  Wholesale  Dealers,  Practitioners, 
and  others,  with  medicines  of  superior  quality,  at  prices  as  loio  as  they  are  sold  at  any 
similar  establishment  in  the  country.  The  utmost  care  will  be  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  Compounds.  Medicines  neatly  put  up  in  small  packages,  and  labelled  with 
full  directions  for  family  use,  if  required,  and  safely-packed  for  any  climate. 

Orders,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  from  the  most  distant  sections  of  the  country, 
promptly  and  faithfully  attended  to.                                   B.  OSGOOD  WILSON, 
G.  CARLOS  WILSON. 

Dr.  Skinner's  Clarified  Oil  cf  Ccd-Fish  Liver, 

For  the  cure  of  Consumption,  Scrofula,  Rheumatism,  &e.  The  medicinal  vir- 
tues of  this  valuable  Oil  are  truly  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  age.  Con- 
sumption and  Scrofula  will  yield  to  its  influence  in  nine  cases  out  of  every  ten. 

Sold  by  Dr.  S.  at  his  office,  60  1-2  Cornhill  (up  stairs)  Boston,  wholesale  and  retail. 
Large  bottles  75  cents — small  ones  37  1-2  cents.  Descriptive  pamphlets  and  cases 
of  cures,  in  this  city  and  in  the  country,  to  be  had  gratis  at  this  office.  The  Oil  is 
recommended  and  approved  by  most  of  the  physicians  of  Boston. 

Druggists  and  the  Profession  supplied  at  the  usual  discount. 

Mew  Xork  State  Tlionisonian  and  Hotanic  Hepot, 

NO.  49  WASHINGTON"  STREET,  ALBANY. 

Dr.  A.  MOSHER,  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Med- 
icines, Shaker  Herbs,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Extracts,  Ointments, 
Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually  kept  in  Bo- 
tanic Stores. 

Also,  Family  Medicines,  of  all  kinds,  put  up  in  packages,  with  directions  for  fam 
ily  use ;  together  with 
Mosher's  Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,   Yellow  DocJd  and  Wild 

Cherry, 
a  new,  and  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  the  removal  and  permanent  cure  of  diseases 
arising  from  an  impure  state  of  the  blood. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  subscribers,  No.  49,  Washing- 
ton Street,  Albany,  and  also  by  their  authorized  agents,  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try; A.  MOSHER  &  CO. 

The  above  Compounds  may  be  had  at  the  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets, 
Worcester,  Mass. 

Sherwood's  Vibrating  Magnetic  Machines. 

By  recent  improvements  in  these  machines,  their  power  is  doubled  in  cases  of  the  same 
size,  and  the  prices  reduced  to  $10,  $12  and  S14  each ;  the  S10  size  being  greatly  superior 
to  the  $12  sizes  of  other  machines.  They  have  now  more  power,  and  run  with  more 
smoothness,  and  are  better  adapted  for  magnetizing  patients,  than  any  others  in  use. 
Each  case  is  accompanied  with  a  MANUAL,  (lith  edition,  pp.  400,  32mo,)  in  the  English 
or  French  langnage,  according  to  order,  which  contains  clear  and  minute  directions  for 
the  proper  use  of  the  instrument  in  the  various  diseases  to  which  it  is  applicable,  which 
are  found  to  include  many  of  the  most  peculiar  and  obstinate  that  are  known  to  the  medi- 
cal profession.  The  Manual  also  contains  a  synopsis  of  the  different  systems  of  medical 
practice,  Allopathic,  Homoepathic,  and  Magnopathic  with  a  full  glossary. 

Physicians  and  others  are  cautioned  against  purchasing  the  imitations  of  these  machines, 
as  they  will  be  found  of  comparatively  little  value.  No  premium  has  ever  been  obtained 
over  our  Magnetic  Machines  at  the  American  or  any  other  Institute,  as  is  represented  by 
"+he  manufacturers  of  inferior  machines.  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York* 


NOTICES. 

The  Magnetic  Remedies  of  the  late  H.  H.  Sherwood,  M.  D. 

These  remarkable  remedies,  consisting  of  a  preparation  of  magnetized  CHLOEIDE  OF 
GOLD,  compounded  with  various  other  materials  with  great  care,  and  by  a  laborious  pro- 
cess, and  of  a  BITUMINOUS  PLASTER,  have  been  tested,  by  an  extensive  practice  of 
twenty  five  years  continuance,  and  may  now  justly  be  considered  as  more  successful  than 
any  other  known  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  CONSUMPTION,  in  all  its  early  stages,  and 
in  all  TUBERCULOUS  or  SCROFULOUS  DISEASES.  For  this  class  of  complaints,  they 
are  now  extensively  adopted  by  physicians  in  their  own  practice,  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  They  are  prepared  by  us,  under  the  direction  of  the  Executrix  of  the  late  Dr. 
Sherwood,  to  whom,  by  his  will,  his  medical  recipes  are  intrusted,  in  the  same  manner,  in 
all  respects,  as  heretofore,  and  are  always  accompanied  by  Dr.  Sherwood's  valuable  medi- 
cal treatise  upon  the  motive  power  of  the  Human  System, — a  work  which  was  the  resulfc 
of  many  years  of  labor  and  research,  and  which  shows,  in  the  clearest  manner,  the  princi 
pies  upon  which  the  operation  of  his  remedies  is  founded,  and  their  mode  of  cure.  Both 
the  Treatise  and  the  Remedies  are  so  arranged,  that  they  can  be  sent  by  mail  at  a  trifling 
expense  to  any  part  of  the  Union.  All  orders  or  communications  for  medical  advice  sl»uld 
be  addressed  to  the  Subscribers,  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSOR^, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 


"Kost's  Elements  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics." 

This  is  the  title  of  a  new  and  magnificent  work,  designed  as  a  text-book  in  this 
department  of  our  system.  It  is  of  respectable  size,  (nearly  600  pages,)  well  got 
up,  and  embellished  with  numerous  engravings, and  lithographs,  copied  from  nature. 
In  its  arrangement  the  work  is  peculiarly  interesting  and  useful ;  presenting  a  com- 
plete collection  of  medical  agents,  simple  and  compound,  with  a  full  history  of  their 
Physical  Character,  Chemical  Analysis,  Physiological  Effects,  Therapeutic  Power 
and  Application,  Pharmaceutic  Preparations,  &c,  &c.  It  will  thus  serve,  not  only 
as  a  work  on  simple  Materia  Medica,  but  as  a  medical  Dispensatory  or  Pharma. 
copceia,  and  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  practitiouer. 

Sold  by  Dr.  C.  Newton,  Worcester,  Mass  ;  Wm.  Johnson,  and  B.  O.  and  G.  C. 
Wilson,  Boston,  Mass.  ;  H.  Winchester,  N  Y. ;  E.  Larrabee,  Baltimore,  Md. ;  S. 
M.  Davis,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ;  J.  Allen,  Detroit,  Mich. ;  W.  F.  Pool,  Columbus,  Ohio  ; 
and  by  the  Proprieter  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


Lobelia  Extract  Pills. — These  Pills  are  prepared  from  the  juice  of  the  green 
herb,  and  evaporated  to  the  consistency  of  a  pill  mass,  at  a  temperature  of  about  98 
degrees  Fahr.  This  is  an  admirable  mode  of  administering  lobelia,  and  considered 
preferable,  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  to  all  others.  The  Pills  are  used,  in  many 
cases,  where  vomiting  is  not  considered  necessary,  and  their  operation  is  highly 
salutary.     Price  $1,00  per  box,  accompanied  with  full  directions. 

Boneset  Extract  Pills,  designed  for  biliary  derangement,  useful  in  dyspepsia, 
morbid  state  of  the  liver,  jaundice,  &c.  Good  also  in  serofula,  and  consumption. 
Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

Clover  Extract  Pills,  for  purifying  the  blood  and  strengthening  the  system ;  a  val» 
uable  remedy,  also,  in  debility,  nervous  affections,  and  female  complaints  gener- 
ally.    Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

The  proprietor  offers  these  medicines  to  the  Profession,  with  full  confidence,  that 
they  will  meet  the  highest  expectations. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  by  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE,  79  and  81  Blackstone 
Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Thouisoiiiaia  IsiHraiiaFy  and  Medicine  Store. 

Dr.  WILLIAM  CLARK  may  be  consulted  at  his  Infirmary,  JYos.  80  and  82, 
Carver  Street,  Boston. 


NOTICES. 

Dr.  E,  J.  Mattocks'  Buena  Vista  Pills. 

Purely    Vegetable. 

In  offering  this  medicine  to  the  public,  we  introduce  the  most  mild,  easy,  and  certain  ca- 
thartic ever  known ;  not  the  least  griping  or  drastic  effects  attending  their  operation.  "We 
do  not  pretend  to  cure  every  form  of  disease  with  these  pills,  neither  do  we  expect  to  raise 
the  dead,  or  kill  the  living  ;  but  we  do  know  that  these  pills  will  cure  diseases  of  the  liver," 
in  any  form ;  such  as  acute  or  chronic  inflammation,  jaundice  hi  its  worst  stages,  dyspep- 
sia, constipated  bowels,  headache,  heartburn,  flatulency,  and  in  fevers  they  are  the  only  med- 
icine needed.  They  will  break  the  most  malignant  type,  if  taken  in  its  first  stage,  "accor- 
ding to  the  directions  accompanying  each  box:  they  will  also  remove  all  female  obstruc- 
tions immediately ;  and  in  rheumatism  and  gout  they  are  an  infalible  remedy  if  persevered 
in.  In  all  affections  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  organs,  we  can  recommend  them  as  a  per- 
fectly safe  and  efficacious  remedy— gravel,  chronic  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  or  bladder 
stricture  can  be  cured  in  a  short  time  with  these  pills.  As  a  general  cathartic,  they  are 
the  best  ever  offered  to  the  public,  because  they  strengthen  the  bowels  and  leave  the  sys- 
tem in  a  healthy  state,  operating  without  the  least  griping  or  pain. 

Manufactured  and  sold  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  propi'ietor,  Dr.  E.  J.  MATTOCKS, 
at  his  Medical  Dispensary,  No.  24  Fifth  Street,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  sold  by  agents  throughout 
the  United  States. 

United  States  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Depot5 

108  John  Street,  New   York 

THIS  Establishment,  by  far  the  largest  and  most  extensive  in  this  Country,  and  proba 
biy,  in  the  world,  possesses  advantages  in  variety,  and  extensiveness  of  stock,  peculiar  to 
itself  and  difficult  to  be  found  elsewhere.  The  long  established,  and  continually  increas- 
ing trade  from  all  parts  of  the  continent,  constantly  centering  to  it,  has  given  it  a  charac- 
ter well  worth  the  name  it  bears  ;  and  the  superior  quality  and  purity  of  the  artioles  fur- 
nished here,  make  that  character  envied  and  enviable. 

The  Proprietor  has,  for  above  twenty  years,  devoted  his  unremitted  personal  attention 
to  this  business,  and  customers  ordering  Herbs,  Extracts  or  Medicines,  may  rely  that  he 
will  never  suffer  the  reputation  of  this  Establishment  to  be  compromised,  by  impure, 
damaged,  spurious  or  adulterated^  articles  being  put  up  in  it,  or  sent  therefrom  ;  and  those 
who  know  him  will  feel  a  perfect  assurance,  that  he  needs  no  instruction  in  pulverizing  his 
articles  without  injuring  their  medical  qualities. 

Every  variety  of  Herbs,  Eoots,  Barks,  Extracts,  Ointments,  and  Compounds,  recom- 
mended by  the  various  Botanical  authors  of  our  Country,  constantly  kept  on  hand,  in 
large  quantities,  ready  for  shipment  at  the  shortest  notice. 

Catalogues,  containing  a  complete  list  of  his  vast  stock  of  Botanic  Simples  and 
Compounds,  Gums,  Essential  Oils,  Distilled  Waters,  Syringes,  Surgical  Instruments, 
Glass  Ware,  Medical  Works,  and  Miscellaneous  Articles/ will  be  furnished  gratis,  to  all 
post-paid  applications.  H.  WINCHESTER. 

108  John  Street,  New  York 

Bush's  Extract  of  Smilax9 
ORSPANISH  SARSAPARILLA. 

Whence  are  the  occasional  failures  of  Sar  sap  axilla  ?  The  present  popularity  of  this  in- 
valuable medicine  makes  the  above  a  frequent  question  ;  and  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
state,  in  this  card,  the  most  common  causes  of  disappointment  in  the  use  of  the  medicine. 
First,  there  are  only  a  few  species  of  Sarsaparilla  that  contain  the  pecvliar  virtues,  and  it 
is  well  known,  that  many  varieties  are  found  in  market,  and  are  used  by  manufacturers. 
Secondly,  the  virtues  of  Sarsaparilla  are  exceedingly  volatile,  and  are  soon  impaired  by  age  ; 
while  but  very  little  discrimination  is  generally  made  in  its  selection.  Thir-dly,  the  virtues 
are  extremely  liable  to  be  impaired  and  even  entirely  lost  by  the  preparation  of  the  syrup 
or  extract. 

The  proprietors  of  this  preparation  are  happy  now  to  offer,  to  the  afflicted  public,  an  arti- 
cle in  which  all  the  causes  of  failure  have  been  studiously  avoided  ;  and  they  cannot  fail  to 
maintain  the  credit  of  this  incomparably  valuable  medicine.  The  recent  discoveiy  of  the 
true  Smilax  Sarsaparilla  in  the  south,  by  Prof.  I.  M.  Comings,  has  put  us  in  possession  of 
the  genuine  root  in  a  fresh  state  ;  and  a  new  method  of  preparation ,  discovered  by  the  pro- 
prietors, enables  them  to  offer  to  the  purchaser  a  superior  article  of  extract  of  Sarsaparilla. 
The  attention  of  Dispensers,  Druggists,  Physicians,  and  Patients,  is  particularly  invited  to 
the  trial  of  an  article  which  is  warranted  genuine  and  superior  to  any  other  article  now 
offered  to  the  public. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  Wholesale  &  Retail,  bv  W.  &  H.  Bush  &  Co.  Principal  office, 
No.  9,  Park  St.,  Worcester,  Mass.  Also,  for  sale,  by  B.  0.  &  G.  C  Wilson,  No.  IS  Cen- 
tral St.  Boston  ;  by  Dr.  C.  Newton,  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Sts.,  Worcester,  Mass,  x 
and  at  all  the  principal  Druggists'  shops  and  stores',  throughout  the  N.  E.  States, 


NOTICES. 


Receipts  for  the  Journal,  Vol,  3d, 


From  Paid  to 

AsaD  Runals,  Dec.  16th,  1849. 

Waterman  G.  Warren,  "        "         " 


From  Paid  to 

Henry  D.  Langworthy,    Dec,  16th,  1849. 


Mattson's  American  Vegetable  Practice,  or  Family  Guide. 

Second  Edition,  Revised,  with  Important  Additions. 

I.  Anatomy,  with  a  Steel  Engraving  of  the  Human  Skeleton,  back  and  front 
view,  and  a  number  of  Wood  Illustrations. 

II.  The  Old  School  Practice. 

III.  Vegetable  Materia  Medica,  with  twenty-four  beautifully  colored  Illustrations 

IV.  Compounds. 

V.  Description  of  Diseases,  Treatment,  &c. 

VI.  Guide  for  Women,  or  Simplified  Treatise  of  Child  Birth;  Description  of 
Diseases  of  Females  and  Infants,  &c. 

It  is  generally  conceded,  that  there  is  no  better  Botanic  Work  than  this  for  fami- 
lies. Every  Botanic  Physician  also  should  have  a  copy  of  it  in  his  library.  It  has 
received  great  favor  in  England,  and  is  publicly  announced  there,  by  some  of  the 
educated  and  prominent  Physicians,  as  their  Guide  of  Practice. 

For  sale  by  WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 

the  Publisher  and  Proprietor,  at  the  New  England  Botanic  Depot,  rear  of  47,  Hano- 
ver Street,  Boston,  Mass.  Also  an  extensive  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines,  and 
every  thing  that  appertains  to  an  establishment  of  the  kind,  very  low,  for  cash  or 
approved  credit. 


The  subscriber  is  agent  for  all  popular  weeklv,  monthly,  and  quarterlv  Journals. 
Peter  shirgh,  N.   Y.  W.  R.  SCRIVEN. 

For  Sale,  or  to  Let. 

A  Physician's  stand,  within  15  miles  of  Boston,  in  one  of  the  most  nourishing  manufac-> 
taring  towns  in  Massachusetts. 

For  particulars,  address,  post-paid,  the  Editor  of  this  paper,  or  Dr.  Joseph  Jackson, 
No.  102,  Court  Street,  Boston. 

Notice. 

The  subscriber,  being  desirious  of  quiting  the  practice  of  medicine,  wants  to  dispose  of 
his  stock  and  fixtures.  The  location  is  long  established  in  a  large  and  flourishing  village  ; 
and,  for  a  man  of  ability  and  energy,  a  more  favorable  location  for  the  Botanic  practice 
cannot  be  found.  For  particulars,  address  WILLIAM  A.  GREENLEAF,  M.  D.,  South 
Middletown,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y. 


A  well  recommended  young  man,  wishing  to  avail  himself  of  good  opportunities 
for  obtaining  a  medical  education,  can  do  so,  and  assist  himself  in  the  matter  of  ex-* 
penses,  by  application  to  the  subscriber,  No.  9  Park  St.  Worcester,  Mass. 

J.  HOOKER,  M.  D. 

A  good  chance  for  a  ISotanlc  Physician. 

Dr.  M.  L.  PRIEST,  Fall  River,  having  concluded  to  change  hia  business, 
offers  his  stock  and  trade  at  great  sacrifice, — consisting  of  every  article  of  fixtures, 
convenient  for  a  practitioner.     The  location  of  his  store  is  in  the  centre  of  the  town. 

Any  person  wishing  a  good  situation  will  do  well  to  apply  soon.  All  communi- 
cations post  paid.  Sept.  11,  1849. 

JOB  T.  DICKENS,  Mf  D., 

Thomsonian  Botanic  Physician  &  Surgeon. 

BOTANIC  MEDICINES  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL. 

Residence— Charter  Street,  two  doors  from  State  Street,  opposite  the  Post  Office 3 

JVetcburijport,  Mass. 


NOTICE. 

Laboratory  of  Thoni§oiiiaii  Botanic  Medicine, 

No.  20,  South  Calvert  St Baltimore. 

THE  first  mill  erected  in  the  United  States  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing 
Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicines. 

The  subscriber  has  the  largest  and  most  complete  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines 
in  the  United  States,  comprising  all  the  various  Compounds  and  other  articles  re- 
commended by  Dr.  S.  Thomson,  besides  an  extensive  variety  of  other  approved 
Botanic  Medicines.  Having  erected  his  Steam  Mills  expressly  for  the  above  Medi- 
cines, he  is  enabled  to  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  and  warrants  his  Medicines 
to  be  genuine  and  pure,  prepared  in  the  best  manner,  and  clear  of  any  deleterious  or 
poisonous  qualities,  as  he  does  not  admit  any  thing  of  that  nature  about  his  establish- 
ment. 

An  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years,  in  the  practice,  preparation,  and  com- 
pounding of  Botanic  Medicines,  from  the  very  best  and  purest  materials  in  the  mar- 
ket, has  afforded  him  just  grounds  to  flatter  himself,  that  his  Medicines,  after  a  fair 
trial,  will  compete  with  any  which  may  be  offered  to  the  friends  of  the  Botanic 
cause,  within  the  whole  range  of  our  country. 

$3F*  It  is  of  great  importance,  that  Practitioners,  and  others,  using  Botanic  Medi- 
cines, should  be  apprised,  that  all  the  articles  manufactured  at  his  establishment  are 
■pulverized^ — not  ground, — between  an  upper  and  nether  mill-stone ;  as  the  latter 
process  heats,  and  consequently  injures,  if  it  does  not  destroy  the  medical  virtues  of 
all  articles  submitted  to  such  an  operation. 

On  hand  all  the  various  Medical  Works  on  the  Botanic  System,  together  with  a 
general  assortment  of  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  and  all  the  articles  connected  with  the 
business.  Those  wishino-  pure  Medicines  can  be  supplied  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms  by  EPH'M.  LARRABEE, 

May,  1847. 

Medical    notice. 


"^5    -L'-M-•     *L"? 

Having  located  himself  permanently  in  Worcester,  is  prepared  to  treat  the  various  forms 
of  Chronic  Disease.  He  has  given  his  attention  particularly  to  this  class  of  complaints 
for  some  years,  and  been  very  successful  in  his  treatment.  He  feels  a  confidence  in  solicit- 
ing the  patronage  of  those  who  are  unfortunately  afflicted  with  Scrofula,  or  any  Cutaneous 
Eruption,  Rheumatism,  Liver  Complaint,  or  any  Affection  of  the  Kidneys,  with  Old  Sores 
or  Ulcers,  &c. 

He  has  cured  cases  of  White  Swelling  that  have  defied  the  treatment  of  the  best  Old 
School  physicians,  and  where  amputation  has  been  pronounced  absolutely  necessary. 

Those  from  a  distance,  who  may  desire  to  consult  him,  can  do  so  by  letter;  stating  mi- 
nutely the  symptoms  and  history  of  the  case.  To  such,  he  can  send  medicines,  by  Express 
or  Mail,  with  the  necessary  directions.  The  patient  can  thus,  at  a  trifling  expense,  have 
the  opportunity  to  test  his  skill  without  a  personal  visit. 

Two  or  three  young  men  who  wish  to  pursue  the  study  of  medicine  can  be  entered  as 
students  with  him.  Worcester,  May,  1849. 


The  subscriber,  having  recently  purchased,  of  Dr.  Pike,  his  stock  of  medicine,  would 
invite  his  old  friends  and  the  patrons  of  the  New  England  Thomsonian  Depot,  to  call  on 
him  at  the  old  stand,  where  he  intends  to  furnish  good  medicines  nt'fair  prices.  He  is 
also  agent  for  Strong  &  Osgood's  Phvsianthropic  Pills,  and  Dr.  Pike's  Pain  Alleviator. 

Boston,  May  1,  1S49.  JAMES  OSGOOD. 

J.  Jackson,  II.  !>.,  Botanic  Physician, 

No.  102,  Court  Street boston. 

House,  No.  42,  Poplar  Street.     Calls  in  the  city  and  country  attended  to. 
(J2P  Botanic  Medicines,  wholesale  and  retail. 


BarnesviUe,   Pike  Co.,   Ga., 
Offers    his   professional  services    to  the    citizens   of  Pike,  and    will   keep  con- 
stantly on  hand  Larrabee's  Botanic  Medicines  and  the  various  compounds,  to  retail 
to  the  afflicted. 


boo: 


At  199  Main  Street,  (Up  Stairs,)  Wore* 

OPPOSITE   BRINLSY  HALL, 
continues    to    do    ALL    KINDS    OF 


In  the  best  manner,  at  short  notice,  and  at  very  low  prices  for  cash. 

O-  FOR  PRINTING  ^Q 

Business,  Visiting,  and  Wedding  Cards, 

I  have  several   new  styles   of  Beautiful   Types,   and 

OILMAN'S  PREMIUM  CARD  PRESS. 

For  Billets,  Invitations,  Bill  Heads,  Labels, 


&c,  a  variety  of  Plain  and  Fancy  Papers,  some  very  Elegant, 
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acknowledged  by  all  to  be  the  best  machine  for  the  purpose  in  the  world  ! 


~> 


C^v^FOR  ELEGANT  OR  COMMON. 

Blanks,  Large  or  Small  Handbills, 

and  all  other  varieties  of  Printing,(except  the  mammoth)  I  have  a  large  assortment  of  suitable 
TYPES,  WHITE  AND  COLORED  PAPERS,  AND  PIRST-RATE  PRESSES. 

To  keep  this  machinery  in  operation,  I  have  employed  competent  and  experienced  work- 
men, who  "need  not  be  ashamed"  to  have  their  work  compared  with  the  best  specimens 
of  Pamphlet  or  other  Printing  brought  into  this  vicinity  from  Boston  or  elsewhere. 

LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN  are  respectfully  invited  to  call  and  see  the  Machinery 
in  operation,  and  examine  specimens  of  the  work. 
Constantly  for  sale,  Tickets  for  Wood  Measurers,  Weighers,  Temperance  Pledges,  &e. 


NOTICES. 

Worcster  Medical  Institution. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY,  &c. 

The  course  of  study  required  by  this  Institution  is  intended  to  occupy  three  full  years  ; 
and  candidates  for  the  regular  degree  of  M.  D.  must  have  attended  two  full  Courses  of  Medi- 
cal Lectures  in  some  established  Medical  College,  one  of  which  must  have  been  in  this  Insti- 
tution. They  must  present  satisfactory  testimonials  of  good  moral  character;  must  have 
a  competent  literary  education ;  and  must  well  sustain  an  examination  in  the  various 
branches  of  medical  study,  as  contained  in  our  Course  of  Lectures,  and  in  the  text-books 
which  we  recommend,  or  equivalents. 

The  following  are  the  principal  authors  recommended : — 

On  Anatomy — Wilson,  Quain,  Wistar,  Paxton,  and  Harrison. 

On  Surgery — »Pancoast,  Druitt,  Liston,  Cooper,  Velpeau,  and  Castle, 

On  Physiology — Carpenter,  Oliver,  Muller,  and  Dunglison. 

On  Pathology—  Gross,  Chomel,  Gallup,  and  Watson. 

On  Materia  Medica — Kost,  Pereira,  and  Wood  and  Bache. 

On  Auscultation  and  Percussion — Laennec,  Williams,  Gerhard,  Bowditch,  and  Watson. 

On  Theory  and  Practice — Watson,  Mackintosh,  Elliotson  and  Stewartson,  Kost,  Mattson, 
Howard,  Worthy,  Comfert,  Smith,  Curtis,  and  Thomson. 

On  the  Institutes  of  Medicine — Gallup  and  Curtis. 

On  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  Children— *ChuvGhiU.,  Eberle,  Chailly, 
Maygrier,  Velpeau,  Beach,  and  Curtis. 

On  Medical  Jurisprudence — Beck  and  Williams. 

On  Chemistry— Gray,  Fownes,  and  Turner. 

On  Botany-^Ea.ton,  Bigelow,  Gray,  and  Wood. 
The  following  are  the  members  of  the  Faculty : — 

C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

I.  M.  Comings,  M.  D.,  Professorof  Theory  and  Practice,  and  Obstetrics. 

J.  Kost,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany. 

E.  M.  Parritt,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Walter  Burnham,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery. 

The  next  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Thursday  in  March,  1850,  and 
continue  fourteen  weeks.  The  fee  for  a  full  Course  is  $50,  in  advance,  with  a  matricu- 
lation fee  of  $3.  Of  those  who  have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges, 
$10  only  are  required.  Graduates  will  be  charged,  in  addition,  $18  for  a  Diploma.  Good 
board  can  be  had  for  $2,25  per  week. 

The  text-books  recommended  are  consulted  eclectically  ; — authoritatively,  indeed,  so 
far  as  they  are  descriptive  of  actual  conditions,  as  in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 
the  like  ;  but  otherwise  with  car e fid  discrimination, -*-the  fundamental  peculiarity  of  what  id 
taught  in  this  Institution  being,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  employing  poisons  of  any  kin, 
as  medicinal  agents  ;  and  that  the  object,  in  exhibiting  any  remedy,  should  be  to  sustain 
and  not  to  depress  the  vital  powers. 

Quite  extensive  accessions  have,  of  late,  been  made  to  the  Anatomical  and  Chemical  Ap- 
paratus, Library,  &c.  The  Faculty  of  the  Institution  now  constitute  a  full  and  eminently 
able  Board  of  Instruction  ;  and  the  facilities  to  be  enjoyed  by  students  are,  in  every  way, 
ample.  Dissections,  surgical  operations,  illustrations,  and  experiments,  are  conducted  in 
he  most  advantageous  and  instructive  manner. 


The  Hew  England  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 

Is  published  on  the  1st  and  16th  of  every  month,  by  C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  at  the 
corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets,  Worcester,  Mass.  Each  .number  contains  six<- 
teen  pages  octavo,  with  a  double  cover,  and  the  numbers  of  one  year  -constitute  a 
volume.  Terms, — to  subscribers  paying  in  advance,  $1,00  per  year.  Those  delay- 
ing payment  three  months,  will  be  charged  $1,25  ;  and  those  delaying  six  months, 
$1,50.  As  the  price,  in  comparison  to  the  amount  of  matter  afforded,  is  exceeding- 
ly low,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  advance  payment  be  insisted  on,  or  that  a  fair  equiv- 
alent for  delay  be  required.  The  paper  has  received  numerous  testimonials  of  high 
approbation,  and  has  now  obtained  an  extensive  circulation,  not  only  in  New  Eng- 
land, but  also  in  the  South  and  the  West.  It  is  designed  for  domestic  as  well  as 
professional  use,  and  should  be  in  every  family.  All  remittances  and  commu- 
nications pertaining  to  it,  should  be  directed,  post  paid,  to  the  Editor.  Any  person 
forwarding,  post  paid,  the  names  of  four  subscribers,  and  remitting  $4,  shall  w 
eeive  a  fifth  copy  gratis. 
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NOTICES. 

Wilson's  Thoinsonian  and  Botanic  laboratory ? 

No.   18,   Central  Street Boston,  Mass. 

I3P  The  subscribers  would  respectfully  inform  the  public,  that  they  have  recently 
opened  the  above  establishment,  where  may  be  found  an  extensive  assortment  of  Bo- 
tanic and  Thomsonian  Medicines,  Shaker  Herbs,  Extracts,  Oils,  &c.  Syringes  of 
all  kinds,  and  all  the  different  Medical  Works  upon  the  reformed  system  of  practice 
published  in  the  United  States ;  also,  Brandy,  Wines,  and  other  liquors  of  the"  choic- 
est brands,  for  medicinal  purposes  only. 

Having  made  arrangements  to  obtain  all  articles,  that  are  indigenous  to  this  coun- 
try, directly  from  those  parts  where  they  are  grown,  and  found  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance and  perfection,  they  are  prepared  to  supply  Wholesale  Dealers,  Practitioners, 
and  others,  with  medicines  of  superior  quality,  at  prices  as  low  as  they  are  sold  at  any 
similar  establishment  in  the  country.  The  utmost  care  will  be  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  Compounds.  Medicines  neatly  put  up  in  small  packages,  and  labelled  with 
full  directions  for  family  use,  if  .required,  and  safely  packed  for  any  climate. 

Orders,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  from  the  most  distant  sections  of  the  country, 
promptly  and  faithfully  attended  to.                                    B.  OSGOOD  WILSON, 
G.  CARLOS  WILSON. 

Br.  Skinner's  Clarified  Oil  of  Ccd-Fish  Liver, 

For  the  cure  of  Consumption,  Scrofula,  Rheumatism,  &c.  The  medicinal  vir- 
tues of  this  valuable  Oil  are  truly  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  age.  Con- 
sumption and  Scrofula  will  yield  to  its  influence  in  nine  cases  out  of  every  ten. 

Sold  by  Dr.  S.  at  his  office,  60  1-2  Cornhill   (up  stairs)  Boston,  wholesale  and  retail. 
Large  bottles  75  cents — small  ones  37  1-2  cents.     Descriptive  pamphlets  and  cases 
of  cures,  in  this  city  and  in  the  country,  to  be  had  gratis  at  this  office.     The  Oil  is 
recommended  and  approved  by  most  of  the  physicians  of  Boston. 
Druggists  and  the  Profession  supplied  at  the  usual  discount. 

Ifew  York  State  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Depot. 

NO.  49  WASHINGTON  STREET,  ALBANY. 

Dr.  A.  MOSHER,  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Med- 
icines, Shaker  Herbs,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Extracts,  Ointments, 
Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually  kept  in  Bo- 
tanic Stores. 

Also,  Family  Medicines,  of  all  kinds,  put  up  in  packages,  with  directions  for  fam 
ily  use  ;  together  with 
Mosher's  Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,   Yellow  Dock-,  and  Wild 

Cherry, 
a  new,  and  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  the  removal  and  permanent  cure  of  diseases 
arising  from  an  impure  state  of  the  blood. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  subscribers,  No.  49,  Washing- 
ton Street,  Albany,  and  also  by  their  authorized  agents,  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. A.  MOSHER  &  CO. 

The  above  Compounds  may  be  had  at  the  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets, 
Worcester,  Mass. 

Sherwood's  Vibrating  Magnetic  Machines. 

By  recent  improvements  in  these  machines,  their  power  is  doubled  in-  cases  of  the  same 
size,  and  the  prices  reduced  to  $10,  $12  and  $14  each  ;  the  $10  size  being  greatly  superior 
to  the  $12  sizes  of  other  machines.  They  have  now  more  power,  and  run  with  more 
smoothness,  and  are  better  adapted  for  magnetizing  patients,  than  any  others  in  use. 
Each  case  is  accompanied  with  a  MANUAL,  (11th  edition,  pp.  400,  32mo,)  in  the  English 
or  French  langnage,  according  to  order,  which  contains  clear  and  minute  directions  for 
the  proper  use  of  the  instrument  in  the  various  dise  ases  to  which  it  is  applicable,  which 
are  found  to  include  many  of  the  most  peculiar  and  obstinate  that  are  known  to  the  medi- 
cal profession.  The  Manual  also  contains  a  synopsis  of  the  different  systems  of  medical 
practice,  Allopathic,  Homoepathic,  and  Magnopathic  with  a  full  glossary. 

Physicians  and  others  are  cautioned  against  purchasing  the  imitations  of  these  machines , 
as  they  will  be  found  of  comparatively  little  value.  No  premium  has  ever  been  obtained 
over  our  Magnetic  Machines  at  the  American  or  any  other  Institute,  as  is  represented  by 
*he  manufacturers  of  inferior  machines.  H.  H  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 


NOTICES. 

The  Magnetic  Remedies  of  the  late  H-  H.  Sherwood,  M.  D. 

These  remarkable  remedies,  consisting  of  a  preparation  of  magnetized  CHLORIDE  OF 
GOLD,  compounded  with  various  other  materials  with  great  care,  and  by  a  laborious  pro- 
cess, and  of  a  BITUMINOUS  PLASTER,  have  been  tested,  by  an  extensive  practice  of 
twenty  five  years  continuance,  and  may  now  justly  be  considered  as  more  successful  than 
any  other  known  remedv  in  the  treatment  of  CONSUMPTION,  in  all  its  early  stages,  and 
in  all  TUBERCULOUS  or  SCROFULOUS  DISEASES.  For  this  class  of  complaints,  they 
are  now  extensively  adopted  by  physicians  in  their  own  practice,  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  They  are  prepared  by  us,  under  the  direction  of  the  Executrix  of  the  late  Dr. 
Sherwood,  to  whom,  by  his  will,  his  medical  recipes  are  intrusted,  in  the  same  manner,  in 
all  respects,  as  heretofore,  and  are  always  accompanied  by  Dr.  Sherwood's  valuable  medi- 
cal treatise  upon  the  motive  power  of  the  Human  System, — a  work  which  was  the  result 
of  many  years  of  labor  and  research,  and  which  shows,  in  the  clearest  manner,  the  princi 
pies  upon  which  the  operation  of  his  remedies  is  founded,  and  their  mode  of  cure.  Both 
the  Treatise  and  the  Remedies  are  so  arranged,  that  they  can  be  sent  by  mail  at  a  trifling 
expense  to  anv  part  of  the  Union.  All  orders  or  communications  for  medical  advice  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Subscribers,  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York, 

NEW       EDICAL  WOEK  ! 
"Kost's  Elements  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics." 

This  is  the  title  of  a  new  and  magnificent  work,  designed  as  a  text-book  in  this 
department  of  our  system.  It  is  of  respectable  size,  (nearly  600  pages,)  well  got 
up,  and  embellished  with  numerous  engravings,and  lithographs,  copied  from  nature. 
In  its  arrangement  the  work  is  peculiarly  interesting  and  useful ;  presenting  a  com- 
plete collection  of  medical  agents,  simple  and  compound,  with  a  full  history  of  their 
Physical  Character,  Chemical  Analysis,  Physiological  Effects,  Therapeutic  Power 
and  Application,  Pharmaceutic  Preparations,  &c,  &c.  It  will  thus  serve,  not  only 
as  a  work  on  simple  Materia  Medica,  but  as  a  medical  Dispensatory  or  PharmOm 
copma,  and  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  practitioner. 

Sold  by  Dr.  C.  Newton,  Worcester,  Mass  ;  Wm.  Johnson,  and  B.  O.  and  G.  €. 
Wilson,  Boston,  Mass.  ;  H.  Winchester,  N  Y. ;  E.  Larrabee,  Baltimore,  Md. y  B. 
M.  Davis,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  ;  J.  Allen,  Detroit,  Mich. ;  W.  F.  Pool,  Columbus,  Ohio  ; 
and  by  the  Proprieter  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Dr.  I.  Jacobs'  Pills. 

Lobelia  Extract  Pills. — These  Pills  are  prepared  from  the  juice  of  the  green 
herb,  and  evaporated  to  the  consistency  of  a  pill  mass,  at  a  temperature  of  about  98 
degrees  Fahr.  This  is  an  admirable  mode  of  administering  lobelia,  and  considered 
preferable,  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  to  all  others.  The  Pills  are  used,  in  many 
cases,  where  vomiting  is  not  considered  necessary,  and  their  operation  is  highly 
salutary.     Price  $1,00  per  box,  accompanied  with  full  directions. 

Boneset  Extract  Pills,  designed  for  biliary  derangement,  useful  in  dyspepsia, 
morbid  state  of  the  liver,  jaundice,  &c.  Good  also  in  scrofula^  and  consumption. 
Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

Clover  Extract  Pills,  for  purifying  the  blood  and  strengthening  the  system ;  a  val- 
uable remedy,  also,  in  debility,  nervous  affections,  and  female  complaints  gener- 
ally.    Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

The  proprietor  offers  these  medicines  to  the  Profession,  with  full  confidence,  that 
they  will  meet  the  highest  expectations. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  by  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE,  79  and  81  Blackstone 
Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Thomsonian  Infirmary  and  Medicine  §tore* 

Dr.  WILLIAM  CLARK  may  be  consulted  at  his  Infirmary,  Nos.  80  and  82, 
Carver  Street,  Boston, 


NOTICES. 

Dr.  E,  J,  Mattocks'  Buena  Vista  Pills. 

Purely     Vegetable. 

In  offering  this  medicine  to  the  public,  we  introduce  the  most  mild,  easy,  and  certain  ca- 
thartic ever  known  ;  not  the  least  griping  or  drastic  effects  attending  their  operation.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  cure  every  form  of  disease  with  these  pills,  neither  do  we  expect  to  raise 
the  dead,  or  kill  the  living  ;  but  we  do  know  that  these  pills  will  cure  diseases  of  the  liver, 
in  any  form  ;  such  as  acute  or  chronic  inflammation,  jaundice  in  its  worst  stages,  dyspep- 
sia, constipated  bowels,  headache,  heartburn,  flatulency,  and  in  fevers  they  are  the  only  med- 
icine needed.  They  will  i>reak  the  most  malignant  type,  if  taken  in  its  first  stage,  accor- 
ding to  the  directions  accompanying  each  box:  they  will  also  remove  all  female  obstruc- 
tions immediately;  and  in  rheumatism  and  gout  they  are  an  infalible  remedy  if  persevered 
in.  In  all  affections  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  organs,  we  can  recommend  them  as  a  per- 
fectly safe  and  efficacious  remedy — gravel,  chronic  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  or  bladder 
stricture  can  be  cured  in  a  short  time  with  these  pills  As  a  general  cathartic,  they  are 
the  best  ever  offered  to  the  public,  because  they  strengthen  the  bowels  and  leave  the  sys- 
tem in  a  heahhy  state,  operating  without  the  least  griping  or  pain. 

Manufactured  and  sold  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  proprietor,  Dr.  E.  J.  MATTOCKS, 
at  his  Medical  Dispensary,  No.  24  Fifth  Street,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  sold  by  agents  throughout 
the  United  States. 

United  States  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Depot, 

108  John  Street,  New   York. 

THIS  Establishment,  by  far  the  largest  and  most  extensive  in  this  Country,  and  proba 
bly,  in  the  world,  possesses  advantages  in  variety,  and  extensiveness  of  stock,  peculiar  to 
itself  and  difficult  to  be  found  elsewhere.  The  long  established,  and  continually  increas- 
ing trade  from  all  parts  of  the  continent,  constantly  centering  to  it,  has  given  it  a  charac- 
ter well  worth  the  name  it  bears  ;  and  the  superior  quality  and  purity  of  the  articles  fur- 
nished here,  make  that  character  envied  and  enviable. 

The  Proprietor  has,  for  above  twenty  years,  devoted  his  unremitted  personal  attention 
to  this  busine«s.  and  customers  ordering  Herbs,  Extracts  or  Medicines,  may  rely  that  he 
will  never  suffer  the  reputation  of  this  Establishment  to  be  compromised,  by  impure, 
damaged,  spurious  or  adulterated  articles  being  put  up  in  it,  or  sent  therefrom  ;  and  those 
who  know  him  will  feel  a  perfect  assurance,  that  he  needs  no  instruction  in  pulverizing  his 
articles  without  injuring  their  medical  qualities. 

Every  variety  of  Herbs,  Boots,  Barks,  Extracts,  Ointments,  and  Compounds,  recom- 
mended by  the  various  Botanical  authors  of  our  Country,  constantly  kept  on  hand,  in 
large  quantities,  ready  for  shipment  at  the  shortest  notice. 

Catalogues,  containing  a  complete  list  of  his  vast  stock  of  Botanic  Simples  and 
Compounds,  Gums,  Essential  Oils,  Distilled  Waters,  Syringes,  Surgical  Instruments, 
Glass  Ware,  Medical  Works,  and  Miscellaneous  Articles,  will  be  furnished  gratis,  to  all 
post-paid  applications.  H.  WINCHESTER. 

108  John  Street,  New  Yore 

Bush's  Extract  of  Smilax, 
ORSPANISHSARSAPARILLA. 

Whence  are  the  occasional  failures  of  Sarsaparilla  ?  The  present  popularity  of  this  in- 
valuable medicine  makes  the  above  a  frequent  question  ;  and  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
state,  in  this  card,  the  most  common  causes  of  disappointment  in  the  use  of  the  medicine. 
First,  there  are  only  a  few  species  of  Sarsaparilla  that  contain  the  peculiar  virtues,  and  it 
is  well  known,  that  many  varieties  are  found  in  market,  and  are  used  by  manufacturers. 
Secondly,  the  virtues  of  Sarsaparilla  are  exceedingly  volatile,  and  are  soon  impaired  by  age  j 
while  but  very  little  discrimination  is  generally  made  in  its  selection.  Thirdly,  the  virtues 
are  extremely  liable  to  be  impaired  and  even  entirely  lost  by  the  preparation  of  the  syrup 
or  extract. 

The  proprietors  of  this  preparation  are  happy  now  to  offer,  to  the  afflicted  public,  an  arti- 
cle in  which  all  the  causes  of  failure  have  been  studiously  avoided  ;  and  they  cannot  fail  to 
maintain  the  credit  of  this  incomparably  valuable  medicine.  The  recent  discovery  of  the 
true  Smilax  Sarsaparilla  in  the  south,  by  Prof.  I.  M.  Comings,  has  put  us  in  possession  of 
the  genuine  root  in  a  fresh  state  ;  and  a  new  method  of  preparation,  discovered  by  the  pro- 
prietors, enables  them  to  offer  to  the  purchaser  a  superior  article  of  extract  of  Sarsaparilla. 
The  attention  of  Dispensers,  Druggists,  Physicians,  and  Patients,  is  particularly  invited  to 
the  trial  of  an  article«which  is  warranted  genuine  and  superior  to  any  other  article  now 
offered  to  the  public. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  Wholesale  &  Retail,  by  W.  &  H.  Bush  &  Co.  Principal  office, 
No.  9,  Park  St.,  Worcester,  Mass.  Al*o,  for  sale,  by  B.  0.  &  G.  C.  Wilson,  No.  18  Cen- 
tral St.  Boston  ;  by  Dr.  C  Newton,  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Sts.,  Worcester,  Mass.  ; 
and  at  all  the  principal  Druggists'  Bhops  and  stores,  throughout  the  N.  E.  States. 


NOTICES. 


Receipts  for  the  Journal,  Vol.  3d. 


From  Paid  to 

Philip  Howe,  Dec.  16th,  1849. 

Benjamin  Grout,  "        "         " 


From  Paid  to 

Enoch  Brown,  Sept.  16th,  1850. 

Heiekiah  Fletcher,         Dec.      "  " 


Mattson's  American  Vegetable  Practice,  or  Family  Guide. 

Second  Edition,  Revised,  with  Important  Additions. 

I.  Anatomy,  with  a  Steel  Engraving  of  the  Human  Skeleton,  back  and  front 
view,  and  a  number  of  Wood  Illustrations. 

II.  The  Old  School  Practice. 

III.  Vegetable  Materia  Medica,  with  twenty-four  beautifully  colored  Illustrations 

IV.  Compounds. 

V.  Description  of  Diseases,  Treatment,  &c. 

VI.  Guide  for  Women,  or  Simplified  Treatise  of  Child  Birth;  Description  oi 
Diseases  of  Females  and  Infants,  &c. 

It  is  generally  conceded,  that  there  is  no  better  Botanic  Work  than  this  for  fami- 
lies. Every  Botanic  Physician  also  should  have  a  copy  of  it  in  his  library.  It  has 
received  great  favor  in  England,  and  is  publicly  announced  there,  by  some  of  the 
educated  and  prominent  Physicians,  as  their  Guide  of  Practice. 

For  sale  by  WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 

the  Publisher  and  Proprietor,  at  the  New  England  Botanic  Depot,  rear  of  47,  Hano- 
ver Street,  Boston,  Mass.  Also  an  extensive  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines,  and 
every  thing  that  appertains  to  an  establishment  of  the  kind,  very  low,  for  cash  or 
approved  credit. 

AGENCY. 

The  subscriber  is  agent  for  all  popular  weeklv,  monthly,  and  quarterlv  Journals. 

Peter sburgk,  iV.   Y.  W.  R.  SC RIVEN. 


\ 


For  Sale,  or  to  Let. 

A  Physician's  stand,  within  15  miles  of  Boston,  in  one  of  the  most  flourishing  manufac 
turing  towns  in  Massachusetts. 

For  particulars,  address,  post-paid,  the  Editor  of  this  paper,  or  Dr.  Joseph  Jackson, 
No.  102,  Court  Street,  Boston. 

Notice. 

The  subscriber,  being  desirious  of  quiting  the  practice  of  medicine,  wants  to  dispose  of 
his  stock  and  fixtures.  The  location  is  long  established  in  a  large  and  flourishing  village  5 
and,  for  a  man  of  abilitv  and  energy,  a  more  favorable  location  for  the  Botanic  practice 
cannot  be  found.  For  particulars,  address  WILLIAM  A.  GREENLEAF,  M.  D.,  South 
Middletown,  Orange  Co.,  N.  V. 

A  good  chance  for  a  Botanic  Physician* 

Dr.  M.  L.  PRIEST,  Fall  River,  having  concluded  to  change  his  business, 
offers  his  stock  and  trade  at  great  sacrifice, — consisting  of  every  article  of  fixtures, 
convenient  for  a  practitioner.     The  location  of  his  store  is  in  the  centre  of  the  town. 

Any  person  wishing  a  good  situation  will  do  well  to  apply  soon.  All  communi- 
cations post  paid.  Sept  11,1849. 

JOB  T.  DICKENS,  M.  D., 

Thomsonian  Botanic  Physician  &  Surgeon, 

BOTANIC  MEDICINES  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL. 
Residence — Charter  Street,  two  doors  from  State  Street,  opposite  the  Post  Office, 

Newburyport,  Mass.  * 


NOTICE. 

Laboratory  of  Thoinsoiuaii  Hotanic  Medicine, 

No.  20,  South  Calvert  St Baltimore. 

THE  first  mill  erected  in  the  United  States  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing 
Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicines. 

The  subscriber  has  the  largest  and  most  complete  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines 
in  the  United  States,  comprising  all  the  various  Compounds  and  other  articles  re- 
commended by  Dr.  S.  Thomson,  besides  an  extensive  variety  of  other  approved 
Botanic  Medicines.  Having  erected  his  Steam  Mills  expressly  for  the  above  Medi- 
cines, he  is  enabled  to  sell  on  the.most  favorable  terms,  and  warrants  his  Medicines 
to  be  genuine  and  pure,  prepared  in  the  best  manner,  and  clear  of  any  deleterious  or 
poisonous  qualities,  as  he  does  not  admit  any  thing  of  that  nature  about  his  establish- 
ment. 

An  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years,  in  the  practice,  preparation,  and  com- 
pounding of  Botanic  Medicines,  from  the  very  best  and  purest  materials  in  the  mar- 
ket, has  afforded  him  just  grounds  to  flatter  himself,  that  his  Medicines,  after  a  fair 
trial,  will  compete  with  any  which  may  be  offered  to  the  friends  of  the  Botanic 
cause,  within  the  whole  range  of  our  country. 

ISP  It  is  of  great  importance,  that  Practitioners,  and  others,  using  Botanic  Medi- 
cines, should  be  apprised,  that  all  the  articles  manufactured  at  his  establishment  are 
pulverized, — not  ground, — between  an  upper  and  nether  mill -stone  ;  as  the  latter 
process  heats,  and  consequently  injures,  if  it  does  not  destroy  the  medical  virtues  of 
all  articles  submitted  to  such  an  operation. 

On  hand  all  the  various  Medical  Works  on  the  Botanic  System,  together  with  a 
general  assortment  of  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  and  all  the  articles  connected  with  the 
business.  Those  wishing  pure  Medicines  can  be  supplied  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms  by  EPH'M.  LARRABEE. 

May,  1847. 

Msdical    Notice. 
I.  ill.  COMINGS,  J!I.   D., 

Having  located  bimself  permanently  in  Worcester,  is  prepared  to  treat  the  various  forms 
of  Chronic  Disease.  He  has  given  his  attention  particularly  to  this  class  of  complaints 
for  some  years,  and  been  very  successful  in  his  treatment.  He  feels  a  confidence  in  solicit- 
ing the  patronage  of  those  who  are  unfortunately  afflicted  with  Scrofula,  or  any  Cutaneous 
Eruption,  Rheumatism,  Liver  Complaint,  or  any  Affection  of  the  Kidneys,  with  Old  Sores 
or  Ulcers,  &c. 

He  has  cured  cases  of  White  Swelling  that  have  defied  the  treatment  of  the  best  Old 
School  physicians,  and  where  amputation  has  been  pronounced  absolutely  necessary. 

Those  from  a  distance,  who  may  desire  to  consult  him,  can  do  so  by  letter;  stating  mi- 
nutely the  symptoms  and  history  of  the  case.  To  such,  he  can  send  medicines,  by  Express 
or  Mail,  with  the  necessary  directions.  The  patient  can  thus,  at  a  trifling  expense,  have 
the  opportunity  to  test  his  skill  without  a  personal  visit. 

Two  or  three  young  men  who  wish  to  pursue  the  study  of  medicine  can  be  entered  a3 
students  with  him.  Worcester,  May,  1849. 

Notice. 

The  subscriber,  having  recently  purchased,  of  Dr.  Pike,  his  stock  of  medicine,  would 
invite  his  old  friends  and  the  patrons  of  the  New  England  Thomsonian  Depot,  to  call  on 
him  at  the  old  stand,  where  he  intends  to  furnish  good  medicines  at  fair  prices.  He  is 
also  agent  for  Strong  &  Osgood's  Physianthropic  Pills,  and  Dr.  Pike's  Bain  Alleviator. 

Boston,  May  1,  1849.  JAMES  OSGOOD. 

J.  Jackson,  M.  D.,  Botanic  Physician, 

No.  102,  Court  Street. . .  .boston. 
House,  No.  42,  Poplar  Street.     Calls  in  the  city  and  country  attended  to. 
IdP  Botanic  Medicines,  wholesale  and  retail. 

Wm.  A.  Wright,  M.  D., 

Barnesville,  Pike  Co.,   Ga., 
Offers   his   professional  services    to  the    citizens   of  Pike,  and   will   keep  con- 
stantly on  hand  Larrabee's  Botanic  Medicines  and  the  various  compounds,  to  retail 
to  the  afflicted. 
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139  Main  Street,  (Up  Stairs,)  Worcester, 

OPPOSITE   BRINLEY  HALL, 
continues    to    do    ALL    KINDS    OF 


In  the  best  manner,  at  short  notice,  and  at  very  low  prices  for  cash. 

C^  FOR  PRINTING  OQ  ' 

Business,  Visiting,  and  Wedding  Cards, 

I  have  several  new  styles  of  Beautiful  Types,   and 

GILMAN'S  PREMIUM  CARD  PRESS. 

For  Billets,  Invitations,  Bill  Heads,  Labels, 

&c,  a  variety  of  Plain  and  Fancy  Papers,  some  very  Elegant, 

C^A  N  D/O 

acknowledged  by  all  to  be  the  best  machine  for  the  purpose  in  the  world  ! 
O— FOR  ELEGANT  OR  COMMON-^3 

Blanks,  Large  or  Small  Handbills, 

and  all  other  varieties  of  Printing,(except  the  mammoth)  I  have  a  large  assortment  of  suitable 
TYPES,  WHITE  AND  COLORED  PAPERS,  AND  FIRST-RATE  PRESSES. 

To  keep  this  machinery  in  operation,  I  have  employed  competent  and  experienced  work- 
men, who  "  need  not  be  ashamed  "  to  have  their  work  compared  with  the  best  specimens 
of  Pamphlet  or  other  Printing  brought  into  this  vicinity  from  Boston  or  elsewhere. 

LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN  are  respectfully  invited  to  call  and  see  the  Machinery 
in  operation,  and  examine  specimens  of  the  work. 

Constantly  for  sale,  Tickets  for  Wood  Measurers,  Weighers,  Temperance  Pledges,  &c 
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NOTICES. 

W  or  ester  Medical  Institution. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY,  &c. 

The  course  of  study  required  by  this  Institution  is  intended  to  occupy  three  full  years  5 
and  candidates  for  the  regular  degree  of  M.  D.  must  have  attended  two  full  Courses  of  Medi- 
cal  Lectures  in  some  established  Medical  Coilege,  one  of  which  must  have  been  in  this  Insti- 
tution. They  must  present  satisfactory  testimonials  of  good  moral  character;  must  have 
a  competent  literary  education  5  and  must  well  sustain  an  examination  in  the  various 
branches  of  medical  study,  as  contained  in  our  Course  of  Lectures,  and  in  the  text-books 
which  we  recommend,  or  equivalents 

The  following  are  the  principal  authors  recommended: — 

On  Anatomy — Wilson.  Quain,  Wistar,  Paxton,  and  Harrison. 

On  Surgery — Pancoast,  Druitt,  Liston,  Cooper,  Velpeau,  and  Castle. 

On  Physiology — Carpenter,  Oliver,  Muller,  and  Dunglison. 

On  Pathology — Gross,  Chomel.  Gallup,  and  Watson. 

On  Materia  Medica — Kost,  Pereira,  and  Wood  and  Bache. 

On  Auscultation  and  Percussion — Laennec,  Williams,  Gerhard,  Bowditch,  and  Watson. 

On  Theory  andPiacti.ce — Watson,  Mackintosh,  Klliotson  and  Stewartson,  Kost,  Mattson, 
Howard,  Worthy,  Comfort,  Smith,  Curtis,  and  Thomson. 

On  the  Institutes  of  Medicine — Gallup  and  Curtis. 

On  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  Children — Churchill,  Eberle,  Chailly, 
Maygrier,  Velpeau,  Beach,  and  Curtis. 

On  Medical  Jurisprudence. — Beck  and  Williams. 

On  Chemistry — Gray,  Fownes,  and  Turner. 

On  Botany — Eaton,  Bigelow,  Gray,  and  Wood. 
The  following  are  the. members  of  the  Faculty: — 

C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

I.  M.  Comings,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice,  and  Obstetrics. 

J.  Kost,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany. 

E.  M.  Parritt,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and,  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Walter  Burnham,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  JJnatomy  and  Surgery. 

The  next  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Thursday  in  March,  1850,  and 
continue  fourteen  weeks.  The  fee  for  a  full  Course  is  $50,  in  advance,  with  a  matricu- 
lation fee  of  $3.  Of  those  who  have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges, 
$10  only  are  required.  Graduates  will  be  charged,  iu  addition,  $18  for  a  Diploma.  Good 
board  can  be  had  for  $2,25  per  week. 

The  text-books  recommended  are  consulted  eclecticatty  ; — authoritatively,  indeed,  so 
far  as  they  are  descriptive  of  actual  conditions,  as  in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 
the  like  ;  but  otherwise  with  careful  discrimination, — the  fundamental  peculiarity  of  what  id 
taught  in  this  Institution  being,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  employing  poisons  of  any  kin, 
as  medicinal  agents  ;  and  that  the  object,  in  exhibiting  any  remedy,  should  be  to  sustain 
and  not  to  depress  the  vital  powers. 

Quite  extensive  accessions  have,  of  late,  been  made  to  the  Anatomical  and  Chemical  Ap- 
paratus, Library,  &.c.  The  Faculty  of  the  Institution  now  constitute  a  full  and  eminently 
able  Board  of  Instruction  ;  and  the  facilities  to  be  enjoyed  by  students  are,  in  every  way, 
ample.  Dissections,  surgical  operations,  illustrations,  and  experiments,  are  conducted  in 
he  most  advantageous  and  instructive  manner. 


The  New  England  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 

Is  published  on  the  1st  and  16th  of  every  month,  by  C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  at  the 
corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets,  Worcester,  Mass.  Each  number  contains  six- 
teen pages  octavo,  with  a  double  cover,  and  the  numbers  of  one  year  constitute  a 
volume.  Terms, — to  subscribers  paying  in  advance,  $1,00  per  year.  Those  delay- 
ing payment  three  months,  will  be  charged  $1 ,25  ;  and  those  delaying  six  months, 
$1,50.  As  the  price,  in  comparison  to  the  amount  of  matter  afforded,  is  exceeding- 
ly low,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  advance  payment  be  insisted  on,  or  that  a  fair  equiv- 
alent for  delay  be  required.  The  paper  has  received  numerous  testimonials  of  high 
approbation,  and  has  now  obtained  an  extensive  circulation,  not  only  in  New  Eng- 
land, but  also  in  the  South  and  the  West.  It  is  designed  for  domestic  as  well  as 
professional  use,  and  should  be  in  every  family.  All  remittances  and  commu- 
nications pertaining  to  it,  should  be  directed,  post  paid,  to  the  Editor.  Any  person 
forwarding,  post  paid,  the  names  of  four  subscribers,  and  remitting  $4,  shall  re 
eeive  a  fifth  copy  gratis. 
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NOTICES. 

Wilson's  Tlioinsoiiiaii  and  Hotaiiic  Laboratory, 

No.   18,   Central  Street Boston,  Mass. 

^p5  The  subscribers  would  respectfully  inform  the  public,  that  they  have  recently 
opened  the  above  establishment,  where  may  be  found  an  extensive  assortment  of  Bo- 
tanic and  Thomsonian  Medicines,  Shaker  Herbs,  Extracts,  Oils,  &c.  Syringes  of 
all  kinds,  and  all  the  different  Medical  Works  upon  the  reformed  system  of  practice 
published  in  the  United  States ;  also,  Brandy,  Wines,  and  other  liquors  of  the  choic- 
est brands,  for  medicinal  purposes  only. 

Having  made  arrangements  to  obtain  all  articles,  that  are  indigenous  to  this  coun- 
try, directly  from  those  parts  where  they  are  grown,  and  found  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance and  perfection,  they  are  prepared  to  supply  Wholesale  Dealers,  Practitioners, 
and  others,  with  medicines  of  superior  quality,  at  prices  as  low  as  they  are  sold  at  any 
similar  establishment  in  the  country.  The  utmost  care  will  be  used  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  Compounds.  Medicines  neatly  put  up  in  small  packages,  and  labelled  with 
full  directions  for  family  use,  if  required,  and  safely  packed  for  any  climate. 

Orders,  by  mail  or  otherwise,  from  the  most  distant  sections  of  the  country, 
promptly  and  faithfully  attended  to.                                    B.  OSGOOD  WILSON, 
G.  CARLOS  WILSON. 

Dr,  Skinner's  Clarified  Cdl  cf  God-Fish  Liver, 

For  the  cure  of  Consumption,  Scrofula,  Rheumatism,  &c.  The  medicinal  vir- 
tues of  this  valuable  Oil  are  truly  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  age.  Con- 
sumption and  Scrofula  will  yield  to  its  influence  in  nine  cases  out  of  every  ten. 

Sold  by  Dr.  S.  at  his  office,  60  1-2  Cornhill  (up  stairs)  Boston,  wholesale  and  retail. 
Large  bottles  75  cents — small  ones  37  1-2  cents.  Descriptive  pamphlets  and  cases 
of  cures,  in  this  city  and  in  the  country,  to  be  had  gratis  at  this  office.  The  Oil  is 
recommended  and  approved  by  most  of  the  physicians  of  Boston. 

Druggists  and  the  Profession  supplied  at  the  usual  discount. 

If  ew  York  State  Tttooisoitiasa  and  Botanic  2>-epot. 
NO.  49  WASHINGTON  STREET,  ALBANY. 

Dr.  A.  MOSHER,  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Med- 
icines, Shaker  Herbs,  Medical  Books,  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  Extracts,  Ointments, 
Syrups,  and  every  variety  of  simple  and  compound  Medicines  usually  kept  in  Bo- 
tanic Stores. 

Also,  Family  Medicines,  of  all  kinds,  put  up  in  packages,  with  directions  for  fam 
ily  use  ;  tog-ether  with 
3Iosher's  Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,   Yellow  Dock-,  and  Wild 

Cherry, 
a  new,  and  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  the  removal  and  permanent  cure  of  diseases 
arising  from  an  impure  state  of  the  blood. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  subscribers,  No.  49,  Washing- 
ton Street,  Albany,  and  also  by  their  authorized  agents,  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. A.  MOSHER  &  CO. 

The  above  Compounds  may  be  had  at  the  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets, 
Worcester,  Mass. 

Sherwood's  Vibrating  Magnetic  Machines. 

By  recent  improvements  in  these  machines,  their  power  is  doubled  in  cases  of  the  same 
size,  and  the  prices  reduced  to  S10,  §12  and  S14  each ;  the  $10  size  being  greatly  superior 
to  the  $12  sizes  of  other  machines.  They  have  now  more  power,  and  run  with  more 
smoothness,  and  are  better  adapted  for  magnetizing  patients,  than  any  others  in  use. 
Each  case  is  accompanied  with  a  MANUAL,  (11th  edition,  pp.  400,  32mo,)  in  the  English 
or  French  langnage,  according  to  order,  which  contains  clear  and  minute  directions  for 
the  proper  use  of  the  instrument  in  the  various  dise  ases  to  which  it  is  applicable,  which 
are  found  to  include  many  of  the  most  peculiar  and  obstinate  that  are  known  to  the  medi- 
cal profession.  The  Manual  also  contains  a  synopsis  of  the  different  systems  of  medical 
practice,  Allopathic,  Homcepathic,  and  Magnopathic  with  a  full  glossary. 

Physicians  and  others  are  cautioned  against  purchasing  the  imitations  of  these  machines, 
as  they  will  be  found  of  comparatively  little  value.  Ho  premium  has  ever  been  obtained 
over  our  Magnetic  Machines  at  the  American  or  anv  other  Institute,  as  is  represented  by 
tfie  manufacturers  of  inferior  machines.  EL  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Oiamiers  Street,  New  York. 


NOTICES. 

The  Magnetic  Remedies  of  the  late  H.  H.  Sherwood,  BL  D- 

These  remarkable  remedies,  consisting  of  a  preparation  of  magnetized  CHLORIDE  OF 
GOLD,  compounded  with  various  other  materials  with  great  care,  and  by  a  laborious  pro- 
cess, and  of  a  BITUMINOUS  PLASTER,  have  been  tested,  by  an  extensive  practice  of 
twenty  five  years  continuance,  and  may  now  justly  be  considered  as  more  successful  than 
any  other  known  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  CONSUMPTION,  in  all  its  early  stages,  and 
in  all  TUBERCULOUS  or  SCROFULOUS  DISEASES.  For  this  class  of  complaints,  they 
are  now  extensively  adopted  by  physicians  in  their  own  practice,  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  They  are  prepared  by  us,  under  the  direction  of  the  Executrix  of  the  late  Dr. 
Sherwood,  to  whom,  by  his  will,  his  medical  recipes  are  intrusted,  in  the  same  manner,  in 
all  respects,  as  heretofore,  and  are  always  accompanied  by  Dr.  Sherwood's  valuable  medi- 
cal treatise  upon  the  motive  power  of  the  Human  System, — a  work  which  was  the  result 
of  many  years  of  labor  and  research,  and  which  shows,  in  the  clearest  manner,  the  princi 
pies  upon  which  the  operation  of  his  remedies  is  founded,  and  their  mode  of  cure.  Both 
the  Treatise  and  the  Remedies  are  so  arranged,  that  they  can  be  sent  by  mail  at  a  trifling 
expense  to  any  part  of  the  Union.  All  orders  or  communications  for  medical  advice  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Subscribers,  H.  H.  SHERWOOD'S  SUCCESSORS, 

No.  102,  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 

r¥E  W  MEB1CAL,  WORK  ! 
"Kost's  Elements  of  Materia  Medica  and  Tlierapenties." 

This  is  the  title  of  a  new  and  magnificent  work,  designed  as  a  text-book  in  this 
department  of  our  system.  It  is  of  respectable  size,  (nearly  600  pages,)  well  got 
up,  and  embellished  with  numerous  engravings,an«d  lithographs,  copied  from  nature. 
In  its  arrangement  the  work  is  peculiarly'nntere^ting  and  useful ;  presenting  a  com- 
plete collection  of  medical  agents,  simple  and  compound,  with  a  full  history  of  their 
Physical  Character,  Chemical  Analysis,  Physiological  Effects,  Therapeutic  Power 
and  Application,  Pharmaceutic  Preparations,  &c,  &c.  It  will  thus  serve,  not  only 
as  a  work  on  simple  Materia  Medica,  but  as  a  medical  Dispensatory  or  Pharma. 
copmia,  and  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  practitioner. 

Sold  by  Dr.  C.  Newton,  Worcester,  Mass.;  Wm.  Johnson,  and  B.  O.  and  G.  C. 
Wilson,  Boston,  Mass.  ;  H.  Winchester,  N  Y. ;  E.  Larrabee,  Baltimore,  Md. ;  S. 
M.  Davis,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ;  J.  Allen,  Detroit,  Mich. ;  W.  F.  Pool,  Columbus,  Ohio  ; 
and  by  the  Proprieter  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Dr.  I.  Jacobs'  Pills. 

Lobelia  Extract  Pills. — These  Pills  are  prepared  from  the  juice  of  the  green 
herb,  and  evaporated  to  the  consistency  of  a  pill  mass,  at  a  temperature  of  about  98 
degrees  Fahr.  This  is  an  admirable  mode  of  administering  lobelia,  and  considered 
preferable,  by  those  who  have  tried  it,  to  all  others.  The  Pills  are  used,  in  many 
cases,  where  vomiting  is  not  considered  necessary,  and  their  operation  is  highly 
salutary.     Price  $1,00  per  box,  accompanied  with  full  directions. 

Boneset  Extract  Pills,  designed  for  biliary  derangement,  useful  in  dyspepsia, 
morbid  state  of  the  liver,  jaundice,  &c.  Good  also  in  scrofula,  and  consumption. 
Price  33  cents  per  box,  with  full  directions. 

Clover  Extract  Pills,  for  purifying  the  blood  and  strengthening  the  system ;  a  val- 
uable remedy,  also,  in  debility,  nervous  affections,  and  female  complaints  gener- 
ally.    Price  33  cents  per  box,  loithfull  directions. 

The  proprietor  offers  these  medicines  to  the  Profession,  with  full  confidence,  that 
they  will  meet  the  highest  expectations. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  by  J.  T.  GILMAN  PIKE,  79  and  81  Blackstone 
Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Thomsonian  Infirmary  and  Medicine  Store. 

Dr.  WILLIAM  CLARK  may  be  consulted  at  his  Infirmary,  JYos.  80  and  82, 
Carter  Street,  Boston; 


NOTICES. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Mattocks'  Buena  Vista  Pills. 

Purely     Vegetable. 

In  offering  this  medicine  to  the  public,  we  introduce  the  most  mild,  easy,  and  certain  ca- 
thartic ever  known  ;  not  the  least  griping  or  drastic  effects  attending  their  operation.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  cure  every  form  of  disease  with  these  pills,  neither  do  we  expect  to  raise 
the  dead,  or  kill  the  living ;  but  we  do  know  that  these  pills  will  cure  diseases  of  the  liver, 
in  any  form ;  such  as  acute  or  chronic  inflammation,  jaundice  in  its  worst  stages,  dyspep- 
sia, constipated  bowels,  headache,  heartburn,  flatulency,  and  in  fevers  they  are  the  only  med- 
icine needed.  They  will  oreak  the  most  malignant  type,  if  taken  in  its  first  stage, 'accor- 
ding to  the  directions  accompanying  each  box:  they  will  also  remove  all  female  obstruc- 
tions immediately;  and  in  rheumatism  and  gout  they  are  an  infalible  remedy  if  persevered 
in.  Tn  all  affections  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  organs,  we  can  recommend  them  as  a  per- 
fectly safe  and  efficacious  remedy — gravel,  chronic  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  or  bladder 
stricture  can  be  cured  in  a  short  time  with  these  pills  As  a  general  cathartic,  they  are 
the  best  ever  offered  to  the  public,  because  they  strengthen  the  bowels  and  leave  the  sys- 
tem in  a  healthy  state,  operating  without  the  least  griping  or  pain. 

Manufactured  and  sold  at  wholesale  and  retail,  byvtl\e  proprietor,  Dr.  E.  J.  MATTOCKS, 
at  his  Medical  Dispensary,  No.  24  Bifth  Street,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  sold  by  agents  throughout 
the  United  States. 

United  States  Thomsonian  and  Botanic  Depot, 

108  John  Street,  New.  York. 

THIS  Establishment,  by  far  the, largest  and  most  extensive  in  this  Country,  and  proba 
bly,  in  the  world,  possesses  advantages  in  variety,  and  extensiveness  of  stock,  peculiar  to 
itself  and  difficult  to  be  found  elsewfWe.  Tjhe  long  established,  and  continually  increas- 
ing trade  from  all  parts  of  the  continent,  constantly  centering  to  it,  has  given  it  a  charac- 
ter well  worth  the  name  it  bears  ;  and  the  superior  quality  and  purity  of  the  articles  fur- 
nished here,  make  that  character  envied  and  enviable. 

The  Proprietor  has,  for  above  twenty  years,  devoted  his  unremitted  personal  attention 
to  this  business,  and  customers  ordering  Herbs,  Extracts  or  Medicines,  may  rely  that  he 
will  never  suffer  the  reputation  of  this  Establishment  to  be  compromised,  by  impure, 
damaged,  spurious  or  adulterated  articles  being  put  up  in  it,  or  sent  therefrom  ;  and  those 
who  knoio  him  will  feel  a  perfect  assurance,  that  he  needs  no  instruction  in  pulverizing  his 
articles  without  injuring  their  medical  qualities. 

Every  variety  of  Herbs,  Roots,  Barks,  Extracts,  Ointments,  and  Compounds,  recom- 
mended by  the  various  Botanical  authors  of  our  Country,  constantly  kept  on  hand,  in 
large  quantities,  ready  for  shipment  at  the  shortest  notice. 

Catalogues,  containing  a  complete  list  of  his  vast  stock  of  Botanic  Simples  and 
Compounds,  Gums,  Essential  Oils,  Distilled  Waters,  Syringes,  Surgical  Instruments, 
Class  Ware,  Medical  Works,  and  Miscellaneous  Articles,  will  be  furnished  gratis,  to  all 
post-paid  applications.  H.  WINCHESTER. 

10S  John  Street,  New  York 

Bush's  Extract  of  Smilax, 

OR  SPANISH  SARSAPARILLA. 

Whence  are  the  occasional  failures  of  Sarsaparilla  ?  The  present  popularity  of  this  in- 
valuable medicine  makes  the  above  a  frequent  question  5  and  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
state,  in  this  card,  the  most  common  causes  of  disappointment  in  the  use  of  the  medicine. 
First,  there  are  only  a  few  species  of  Sarsaparilla  that  contain  the  peculiar  virtues,  and  it 
is  well  known,  that  many  varieties  are  found  in  market,  and  are  used  by  manufacturers. 
Secondly,  the  virtues  of  Sarsaparilla  are  exceedingly  volatile,  and  are  soon  impaired  by  age  j 
while  bi;t  very  little  discrimination  is  generally  made  in  its  selection.  Thirdly,  the  virtues 
are  extremely  liable  to  be  impaired  and  even  entirely  lost  by  the  preparation  of  the  syrup 
or  extract. 

The  proprietors  of  this  preparation  are  happy  now  to  offer,  to  the  afflicted  public,  an  arti- 
cle in  which  all  the  causes  of  failure  have  been  studiously  avoided  ;  and  they  cannot  fail  to 
maintain  the  credit  of  this  incomparably  valuable  medicine.  The  recent  discovery  of  the 
true  Smilax  Sarsaparilla  in  the  south,  by  Prof.  I.  M.  Comings,  has  put  us  in  possession  of 
the  genuine  root  in  afresh  state  ;  and  a  new  method  of  preparation,  discovered  by  the  pro- 
prietors, enables  them  to  offer  to  the  purchaser  a  superior  article  of  extract  of  Sarsaparilla. 
The  attention  of  Dispensers,  Druggists,  Physicians,  and  Patients,  is  particularly  invited  to 
the  trial  of  an  article  which  is  warranted  genuine  and  superior  to  any  other  article*now 
offered  to  the  public. 

Prepared  and  sold,  at  Wholesale  &  Retail,  bv  W.  &  H.  Bush  &  Co.  Principal  office, 
No.  9,  Park  St.,  Worcester,  Mass.  Also,  for  sale,  by  B.  0.  &  G.  C  Wilson,  No.  IS  Cen- 
tral St.  Boston  ;  by  Dr.  C.  Newton,  corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Sts.,  Worcester,  Mass.  ; 
and  at  all  the  principal  Druggists'  shops  and  stores,  throughout  the  N.  E.  States. 
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Mattson's  American  Vegetable  Practice,  or  Family  Guide. 

Second  Edition,  Revised,  with  Important  Additions. 

I.  Anatomy,  with  a  Steel  Engraving  of  the  Human  Skeleton,  back  and  front 
riew,  and  a  number  of  Wood  Illustrations. 

II.  The  Old  School  Practice. 

III.  Vegetable  Materia  Medica,  with  twenty-four  beautifully  colored  Illustrations 

IV.  Compounds. 

V.  Description  of  Diseases,  Treatment,  &c. 

VI.  Guide  for  Women,  or  Simplified  Treatise  of  Child  Birth;  Description  oi 
Diseases  of  Females  and  Infants,  &c. 

It  is  generally  conceded,  that  there  is  no  better  Botanic  Work  than  this  for  fami- 
lies. Every  Botanic  Physician  also  should  have  a  copy  of  it  in  his  library.  It  has 
received  great  favor  in  England,  and  is  publicly  announced  there,  by  some  of  the 
educated  and  prominent  Physicians,  as  their  Guide  of  Practice. 

For  sale  by  WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 

the  Publisher  and  Proprietor,  at  the  New  England  Botanic  Depot,  rear  of  47,  Hano- 
ver Street,  Boston,  Mass.  Also  an  extensive  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines,  and 
«very  thing  that  appertains  to  an  establishment  of  the  kind,  very  low,  for  cash  or 
approved  credit. 

Ati-EJtfCY. 

The  subscriber  is  agent  for  all  popular  weeklv,  monthly,  and  quarterlv  Journals. 

Petersburgh,  JV.   Y.  W.  R.  SCRIVEN. 

For  Sale,  or  to  Let. 

A  Physician's  stand,  within  15  miles  of  Boston,  in  one  of  the  most  flourishing  manufac 
turing  towns  in  Massachusetts. 

For  particulars,  address,  post-paid,  the  Editor  of  this  paper,  or  Dr.  Joseph  Jackson, 
No.  102,  Court  Street,  Boston. 

Notice. 

The  subscriber,  being  desirious  of  quiting  the  practice  of  medicine,  wants  to  dispose  of 
his  stock  and  fixtures.  The  location  is  long  established  in  a  large  and  flourishing  village  ; 
and,  for  a  man  of  ability  and  energy,  a  more  favorable  location  for  the  Botanic  practice 
cannot  be  found.  For  particulars,  address  WILLIAM  A.  GREENLEAF,  M.  D.,  South 
Middletown,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y. 

A  good  chance  lor  a  Botanic  Physician. 

Dr.  M.  L.  PRIEST,  Fall  River,  having  concluded  to  change  his  business, 
offers  his  stock  and  trade  at  great  sacrifice, — consisting  of  every  article  of  fixtures, 
convenient  for  a  practitioner.     The  location  of  his  store  is  in  the  centre  of  the  town. 

Any  person  wishing  a  good  situation  will  do  well  to  apply  soon.  All  communi- 
cations post  paid.  Sept.  11,  1849. 

JOB  T.  DICKENS,  M.  D., 

Thomsonian  Botanic  Physician  &  Surgeon. 

BOTANIC  MEDICINES  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL. 

Residence — Charter  Street,  two  doors  from  State  Street,  opposite  the  Post  Office, 

Newburyport,  Mass. 


NOTICE. 

1/ahoratory  of  Thomsonian  ISotanic  Medicine, 

No.  20,  South  Calvert  St Baltimore. 

THE  first  mill  erected  in  the  United  States  for  the  special  purpose  of  preparing 
Thomsonian  Botanic  Medicines. 

The  subscriber  has  the  largest  and  most  complete  assortment  of  Botanic  Medicines 
in  the  United  States,  comprising  all  the  various  Compounds  and  other  articles  re- 
commended by  Dr.  S.  Thomson,  besides  an  extensive  variety  of  other  approved 
Botanic  Medicines.  Having  erected  his  Steam  Mills  expressly  for  the  above  Medi- 
cines, he  is  enabled  to  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  and  warrants  his  Medicines 
to  be  genuine  and  pure,  prepared  in  the  best  manner,  and  clear  of  any  deleterious  or 
poisonous  qualities,  as  he  does  not  admit  any  thing  of  that  nature  about  his  establish- 
ment. 

An  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years,  in  the  practice,  preparation,  and  com- 
pounding of  Botanic  Medicines,  from  the  very  best  and  purest  materials  in  the  mar- 
ket, has  afforded  him  just  grounds  to  flatter  himself,  that  his  Medicines,  after  a  fair 
trial,  will  compete  with  any  which  may  be  offered  to  the  friends  of  the  Botanic 
cause,  within  the  whole  range  of  our  country. 

B^  It  is  of  great  importance,  that  Practitioners,  and  others,  using  Botanic  Medi- 
cines, should  be  apprised,  that  all  the  articles  manufactured  at  his  establishment  are 
pulverized, — not  ground, — between  an  upper  and  nether  mill-stone.;  as  the  latter 
process  heats,  and  consequently  injures,  if  it  does  not  destroy  the  medical  virtues  of 
all  articles  submitted  to  such  an  operation. 

On  hand  all  the  various  Medical  Works  on  the  Botanic  System,  together  with  a 
general  assortment  of  Glass  Ware,  Syringes,  and  all  the  articles  connected  with  the 
business.  Those  wishing  pure  Medicines  can  be  supplied  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms  by  EPH'M.  LARRABEE. 

May,  1847. 

Medical    Notice. 


,  M.  If., 

Having  located  himself  permanently  in  Worcester,  is  prepared  to  treat  the  various  forms 
of  Chronic  Disease.  He  has  given  his  attention  particularly  to  this  class  of  complaints 
for  some  years,  and  been  very  successful  in  his  treatment.  He  feels  a  confidence  in  solicit- 
ing the  patronage  of  those  who  are  unfortunately  afflicted  with  Scrofula,  or  any  Cutaneous 
Eruption,  Rheumatism,  Liver  Complaint,  or  any  Affection  of  the  Kidneys,  with  Old  Sores 
or  Ulcers,  &c. 

He  has  cured  cases  of  White  Swelling  that  have  defied  the  treatment  of  the  best  Old 
School  physicians,  and  where  amputation  has  been  pronounced  absolutely  necessary. 

Those  from  a  distance,  who  may  desire  to  consult  him,  can  do  so  by  letter;  stating  mi- 
nutely the  symptoms  and  history  of  the  case.  To  such,  he  can  send  medicines,  by  Express 
or  Mail,  with  the  necessary  directions.  The  patient  can  thus,  at  a  trifling  expense,  have 
the  opportunity  to  test  his  skill  without  a  personal  visit.  r 

Two  or  three  young  men  who  wish  to  pursue  the  study  of  medicine  can  be  entered  as 
students  with  him.  Worcester,  May,  1849. 

•J.  Jackson,  H.  !>.,  Itotanitc  Physician, 

No.  102,  Court  Street boston. 

House,  No.  42,  Poplar  Street.     Calls  in  the  city  and  country  attended  to. 
SSF5  Botanic  Medicines,  wholesale  and  retail. 

Wm.  A.  Wright,  111.  !>., 

Barnesville,  Pike  Co.}  Ga., 
Offers   his  professional  services    to  the    citizens  of  Pike,  and   will  keep  con- 
stantly on  hand  Larrabee's  Botanic  Medicines  and  the  various  compounds,  to  retail 
to  the  afflicted. 
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At 


199  Main  Street,  (Up  Stairs,)  Worcester, 

OPPOSITE   ERINLEY  HALL, 
continues    to    do    ALL    KINDS    OF 


In  the  best  manner,  at  short  notice,  and  at  very  low  prices  for  cash. 

C^  FOR  PRINTING  ^O 

Business,  Visiting,  and  Wedding  Cards, 

I  have  several  new  styles  of  Beautiful  Types,   and 

GILMAN'S  PREMIUM  CARD  PRESS. 

For  Billets,  Invitations,  Bill  Heads,  Labels, 

&c,  a  variety  of  Plain  and  Fancy  Papers,  some  very  Elegant, 
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acknowledged  by  all  to  be  the  best  machine  for  the  purpose  in  the  world  ! 


O^-FOR  ELEGANT  OR  COMMON.^3 

©®®L&  Ml®  IPMDSmillF  -IPIBIIEnraEKB, 

Blanks,  Large  or  Small  Handbills, 

and  all  other  varieties  of  Printing,(except  the  mammot/i)  I  have  a  large  assortment  of  suitable 
TYPES,  WHITE  AND  COLORED  PAPERS,  AND  FIRST-RATE  PRESSES. 

To  keep  this  machinery  in  operation,  I  have  employed  competent  and  experienced  work- 
men, who  "need  not  be  ashamed"  to  have  their  work  compared  with  the  best  specimens 
of  Pamphlet  or  other  Printing  brought  into  this  vicinity  from  Boston  or  elsewhere. 

LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN  are  respectfully  invi ted  to  call  and  see  the  Machinery 
in  operation,  and  examine  specimens  of  the  work. 

Constantly  for  sale,  Tickets  for  Wood  Measurers,  Weighers,  Temperance  Pledges,  &c. 


NOTICES. 


Worcster  Medical  Institution. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY,  &c. 

The  course  of  study  required  by  this  Institution  is  intended  to  occupy  three  full  years  ; 
and  candidates  for  the  regular  degree  of  M.  D.  must  have  attended  two  full  Courses  of  Medi- 
cal Lectures  in  some  established  Medical  College,  one  of  which  must  have  been  in  this  Insti- 
tution. They  mtfst  present  satisfactory  testimonials  of  good  moral  character  5  must  have 
a  competent  literary  education  3  and  must  well  sustain  an  examination  in  the  various 
branches  of  medical  study,  as  contained  in  our  Course  of  Lectures,  and  in  the  text-books 
which  we  recommend,  or  equivalents. 

The  following  are  the  principal  authors  recommended : — 

On  Anatomy — Wilson,  Quain,  Wistar,  Paxton,  and  Harrison. 

On  Surgery — Pancoast,  Druitt,  Liston,  Cooper,  Velpeau,  and  Castle. 

On  Physiology — Carpenter,  Oliver,  Muller,  and  Dunglison. 

On  Pathology — Gross,  Chomel,  Gallup,  and  Watson. 

On  Materia  Medica — Kost,  Pereira,  and  Wood  and  Bache. 

On  Auscultation  and  Percussion — Laennec,  Williams,  Gerhard,  Bowditch,  and  Watson. 

On  Theory  and  Practice — Watson,  Mackintosh,  Elliotson  and  Stewartson,  Kost,  Mattson, 
Howard,  Worthy,  Comfort,  Smith,  Curtis,  and  Thomson. 

On  the  Institutes  of  Medicine — Gallup  and  Curtis. 

On  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  Children — Churchill,  Eberle,  Chailly, 
Maygrier,  Velpeau,  Beach,  and  Curtis. 

On  Medical  Jurisprudence — Beck  and  Williams. 

On  Chemistry — Gray,  Fownes,  and  Turner. 

On  Botany — Eaton,  Bigelow,  Gray,  and  Wood. 
The  following  are  the  members  of  the  Faculty: — 

C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

I.  M.  Comings,  M.  D.,  Professorof  Theory  and  Practice,  and  Obstetrics. 

J.  Kost,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany. 

E.  M.  Parritt,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and,  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Walter  Burnham,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery. 

The  next  Course  of  Lectures  wall  commence  on  the  first  Thursday  in  March,  1850,  and 
continue  fourteen  weeks.  The  fee  for  a  full  Course  is  $50,  in  advance,  wdth  a  matricu- 
lation fee  of  $3.  Of  those  who  have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges, 
$10  only  are  required.  Graduates  will  be  charged,  in  addition,  §18  for  a  Diploma.  Good 
board  can  be  had  for  $2,25  per  week. 

The  text-books  recommended  are  consulted  eclecticaUy  ;— authoritatively,  indeed,  so 
far  as  they  are  descriptive  of  actual  conditions,  as  in  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 
the  like  ;  but  otherwise  with  careful  discrimination, — the  fundamental  peculiarity  of  what  id 
taught  in  this  Institution  being,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  employing  poisons  of  any  kin, 
as  medicinal  agents  ;  and  that  the  object,  in  exhibiting  any  remedy,  should  be  to  sustain 
and  not  to  depress  the  vital  powers. 

Quite  extensive  accessions  have,  of  late,  been  made  to  the  Anatomical  and  Chemical  Ap- 
paratus, Library,  &c.  The  Faculty  of  the  Institution  now  constitute  a  full  and  eminently 
able  Board  of  Instruction  ;  and  the  facilities  to  be  enjoyed  by  students  are,  in  every  way, 
ample.  Dissections,  surgical  operations,  illustrations,  and  experiments,  are  conducted  in 
hmost  advantageous  and  instructive  manner. 


The  New  England  Botanic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 

Is  published  on  the  1st  and  16th  of  every  month,  by  C.  Newton,  M.  D.,  at  the 
corner  of  Front  and  Carlton  Streets,  Worcester,  Mass.  Each  number  contains  six- 
teen pages  octavo,  with  a  double  cover,  and  the  numbers  of  one  year  constitute  a 
volume.  Terms, — to  subscribers  paying  in  advance,  $1,00  per  year.  Those  delay- 
ing payment  three  months,  will  be  charged  $1,25  ;  and  those  delaying  six  months, 
$1,50.  As  the  price,  in  comparison  to  the  amount  of  matter  afforded,  is  exceeding- 
ly low,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  advance  payment  be  insisted  on,  or  that  a  fair  equiv- 
alent for  delay  be  required.  The  paper  has  received  numerous  testimonials  of  high 
approbation,  and  has  now  obtained  an  extensive  circulation,  not  only  in  New  Eng- 
land, but  also  in  the  South  and  the  West.  It  is  designed  for  domestic  as  well  as 
professional  use,  and  should  be  in  every  family.  All  remittances  and  commu- 
nications pertaining  to  it,  should  be  directed,  post  paid,  to  the  Editor.  Any  person 
forwarding,  post  paid,  the  names  of  four  subscribers,  and  remitting  $4,  shall  re 
eeive  a  fifth  copy  gratis. 
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